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EDbjact  of  his  letter  to  the  Boston  commissioners, ib. 

Sep(.  10 .  Same  to  Ker.  Mr.  Inglia  on  the  memorisil, jfll 

21.  Eflv.   Chas.    Inglia    to   Stt  "Wm.    Johnson  ;    on  the  same 

subject,  iHi 

28.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Eer.  Mr.  Inglis;  on  the  same  subject,..     165 
Bev.  Mr.  Andrews  to  SirWm.  Jolmson;  grommar  eohool  in 

Schenectiidjr, ■■    46i( 

Oot.   23.  Rev.  Mr.  Inglis  to  the  same  i  on  the  memorial, *6T 

Not.    5.  Ber.  Mr.  Andrews  to  the  same;  opens  an  aeademy, 110 

18,  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews ;  in  answer, ill 

1712.  Jan.  27.  Same  to  Rev.  Chas.  Inglis;  on  the  ftmcl  for  support  ot  ladies 

nhose  husbands  or  reiatires  have  served  the  state, 472 

Maj  18.  John  Cottgmve  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson ;  irith  suggestions  for  Iha 

improtement  of  the  ohnKt  and  school, 478 

June  25.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Rer.  Hr.  Andrews;  expects  a  missionary 

fortho  church  at  Johnstown, 475 

July  20.  Rev.  Mr.  Hamm  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson;  receives  orders  in  the 

■  Church  of  England, 478 

S3.  Bev.  Mr.  Andrews  to  the  sanre;  offering  to  of&date  occa^on- 

alljat  Jolmstown, 4S0 

Oot.      2.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  Rev,  Dr.  Burton;  about  lUv.  Mr. 

Moseiey, .481 

15.  Letters  of  ordination  of  Rev.  David  Jones, 482 

Nov.  12.  Rev.  Harry  Munro  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson;  slate  of  the  churoli 

in  Albany, ; 4S1 

1773.  Msr,  13.  Rey.  tdattten  Graves  to  the  ssjne;   Mr.  Moseiey;  Narra- 

gansett  cbarch, 48S 

Awg.  11.  Col.  Henry  Babeock  to  Bev.  Dr.  Cooper;  on  establisliing  an 

Bnademj  in  the  Indian  country, 487 

16.  Rev,  Mr.  Andrews  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson;  resigns  the  Schen- 

eotady  church  to  Mr.  Doty, 493 

Sept.  IT.  Same  to  the  same;  reeepljon  inVirginia;  ivishea  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  Johnstown, 496 

Nov.  19.  SirWm.  Johnson  to  Col.  Babooclt,  with  his  ojdnion  on  tha 

proposed  Indian  academy, 497 

Deo.  28,  Ool.    Babeock    to    Sir    Wm,   Johnson  ;    on   the    Indian 

seminary, 498 

1774,  Mareli  8.  Sir  "Wm.  Johnson  to  Rev.  Ih;.  Hind;  state  of  the  ohnroh  on 

the  Mohawk, 500 

21,  Churchwardensof  Schenectady  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson, 602 

April    1.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  ohurchwardcns  of  Soheneotadj, 503 

11.  Rev,  Mr.  Moseiey  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  thanldng  him  for  Ua 

past  kindness, 604 

Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stuart,  missionary  at  Fort  Hunter,     605 
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SJH.  PaPBBS  RELATIHG  TO  THE  ERECTION  OS  EOET  STAlTWIXj 

Anno  17S8, 521 

SIV.  PAPERS    IffiLATING  TO  THE    DIFFICULTIES  BETWEEN  NEW- 

yORK  AND  NEW  HAMPSHIRE, E28 

1743.  Sor.  17.  Gov.  Wentwortli  of  N.  Hiimpshire,  to  Got.  Clinton  of  New- 
York,  advising  Mm  tjint  he  is  about  to  make  grants  treat 
of  the  ConneoUout  river,  and  enqairing  how  for  north  and 

east  the  province  of  New-York  extends,  (endosing,) 531 

1741.  Julj     8.  Extract  of  Gov.  Wentworth's  oonunisBioo  setting  foitl)  the 

bonndaof  New  Htuajahlre, 632 

1750.  April  26.  Gov.  Wentworth  to  Gov.  Clinttm  aoknowled^ng  recapt  of  the 
ndnutes  of  council  to  the  eifect  ihat  tjie  Siver  Conneoticut 
oompjiaes  the  east  bounds  of  Ken -York;  has  however  ieBued 
letters  patent  for  the  township  of  Bennington  twenty-four 

milea  east  of  Albany, 53S 

Jane  8,  Gov.  Clinton  to  Got.  Wentworthj  esplanatotj  of  the  west 
hounds  of  Conneodont  and  Massachnsetts  ;  The  land  in 
Bennington  hoa  heen  already  granted  hy  New-York; 
is  eac|iriaed  that  he  irlis  in  suoh  a  hurry  in  pas^g  that 

patent, 531 

Jons  33.  Gov.  Wentworth  to  Gov-  Clinton,  is  not  disposed  to  have  any 
dispnto  with  New- York ;  ptopoaea  a  reference  of  the  matter 

to  England, '. 635 

July  26.  Gov.  Clinton  to  Gov.  Wentworth;  aeoepta  the  reference,  pro- 
poses to  exchange  repiesenlaUons  with  Nen  Hampshire, 636 

Sept.  2.  Gov,  Wentwortii  to  Gov.  Clinton  i  aooepte  the  offer  io  exchange, 
and  promises  to  cennnuniente  a  copy  of  hia  representftdon 

when  perfect, ^,.     637 

1751.  Oct.  Report  of  tlie  Attorney-General  of  Hew-York  on  the  case  be- 

tween the  latter  provinOB  aiid  Hew  Hampahire  reapecting 

their  houndary, 637 

Oot.     14.  Cattwalladcc  Colden's  observa,iions  on  the  Attorney-General's 

report, 64S 

1762.  Aug.  14.  Bxti'aot  from  tbe  report  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General 
on  the  atate  of  the  case  with  reapact  to  certain  towraMpa  in 

New  England, 617 

Dec.   22.  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  TnuJe  to  the  agent  for  the  Province 

ofNew-York,  (enoloang,) 548 

1761.  Mar.  23.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Benning  Wentwortii,  governor  of 
New  Hampahire,  to  the  hoard  of  trade,  contftining  hia  pro- 
posal that  the  line  of  New  Hampshire  rnn  as  far  west  as  that 

of  MnesiH'hnsetts, ih. 

17S3.  Nov.  14.  Report  of  tho  committee  of  the  Provincial  Conndl  and  the 
commiaaonera  on  the  eBstBTU  honndary  of  New- York,  in 
answer  to  Gov. 'Wentworth'a  letter  to  the  board  of  trade,...     560 
1759.  Sept.  3i.  Proclamation  of  the  Lieut. GovemorofHaw-Yorkforforming 

settlements  between  Fort  Edward  and  Lake  George, 658 

1783.  Mar.  15.  Affidavit  of  Alex.  McLean  to  the  effect  that  New  Hampshire 
ia  laying  out  liinda  at  Crown  Point  aiui  on  the  eBsi  of  Lake 
Champlain, 56T 
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1763.  Dec.    33.  Prodamation  of  Lieut.  Gov,   Coldeii,  asserting  the  Connec- 
ticut Kiver  to  be  the  eafitbooniis  of  the  ProT.  of  New-York,     563 

176i.  Jan.    20.  Lt.  Sot.  Colden  to  the  Boiu'd  of  Trade  reviewing  the  dispute 
betwecen  New- York  and  New  Hampshire,  and  flustaining 

the  claim  of  the  former  to  Ibo  territoiy  in  queftion, 660 

Feb.      S.  The  same  to  the'  same  ;   remonstrating  fnrther  i^^idusb  the 

most  surprising  and  extravagant   encroachments  of  New 

Hampstire,  which  has  already  granted  160  tonTiships  west 

of  the  Connecdout  lUverj  encloaea  copy  of  his  proolamftlion,    MT 

Mar.  13.  Counter  proclamaljon  of  Gov.  Wentworth  in  vindicatdon  of  the 

Netv  Hampshire  grants, bJO 

April  13.  lit.  Gov.  Colden  to  the  Board  of  trade,  enclosing  copy  of  Gov. 
Wentworth's  proclajaation  whose  grants  are  hawking  around 
New  Jersey,  *e.,  at  low  rates  for  the  puTposes  of  nuaing 
money,  asks  for  a  speedy  deoiwon,  os  be  wishes  to  settle  the 
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July  20.  Order  of  the  king 


nity  of  Lake  ( 


572 


1766.  Job.    20. 


in  coDDcil  declaring  tlie  ConnecUout  river  the 

■een  New- York  and  New  Hampshire, 574 

Sheriff  Sobiijler  to  Lt.  Gov.  Colden;  tie  New  HdrnpahlrB 
people  have  ejected  several  farmers  in  Hcoaiok  ont  of  pos- 
session of  tbeir  lands ;  some  of  the  aggressors  arrested, 576 

,.  Minate  of  council ;  Gov.  Wentworth  complains  of  the  arreit  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  ot  Pownal  by  the  sheriff  of 
Albany,  and  si^iSes  liis  disposition  to  submit  .the  cinestion 
of  jurisdiction  to  the  king ;  the  Lt.  Governor  of  New-York 
advised  to  decline  int«ifering  in  the  matter,  as  the  question 

is  already  before  his  Majesty, 576 

Order  of  the  goverament  of  Hew-York  In  favor  of  the  occn- 
panta  nnder  New  Hoiapsbire  who  settled  before  thb  date, . .    5TT 
I.  Petition  praying  that  the  northern  port  of  the  Province  be 

divided  into  five  counties, 5T8 

Anotiier  praying  for  tho  erection  of  a  new  county  on  the  Con- 

Another  on  the  same  snbject, 581 

Ileport  of  the  Council  of  Hew-York  on  the  preceding  petitions,  583 
Return  of  the  names  of  tho   several  persona  living  in  the 

townships  of  Pownal,  Bennington,  Shaftsbuiy,  Arlington, 

Sunderland,  Manchester,  Droper  and  Danbey, SSi 

Thomas  Chandler  to  Gov.  Moore,  with  a  return  of  the  nnmber 

of  men  in  Ma  and  Col.  Bayley-s  districts  fit  to  bear  arms, ...  586 
Order  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  New-York  that  tho 

eliumants  ander  New  Hampshire  sue  out  their  grants  by  a 

Ordinance  establishing  oourta  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  in 

the  Province  of  Hew-York.  (Tith  aaly  given.) ib. 

Nomination  of  the  civil  oHcera  for  si^d  county, 688 

Order  of  tho  Cov,  and  Council  of  New- York  suspending  all 
proceedings  on  petitions  for  land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Conneotient  river  already  granted  by  New  Hampshire,  until 
one  or  more  of  the  proprietors  of  such  townships  appear, lb. 
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IW.  April  11.  LordShdliuino  to  Gov.  Moore;  on  petition  from  the  Booiety 
for  tlie  Propagation  of  tha  Goapel  and  of  tto  people  of  Ben- 
nington; no  new  giimla  of  the  lands  patented  by  New 
HampBliirB  are  to  be  made  by  New-Yorli,  and  no  persons  to" 
be  roolseted  in  theiv  posseasion  under  title  from  the  former 

province  nntil  furtber  orders, 68B 

Jane  9.  (Sot.  Moore  to  Lord  Sbelburne ;  in  iinsivsr  to  the  represanla- 
tionB  from  Bennington  and  the  Society  for  Propagating  tbe 

Gospel, 690 

10.  Tbesametotheaame;  in  farther  defenee  of  New-Yeik, 591 

Jiilj  24..  Order  of  the  king  in  couneil  forbidding  tie  gotejiior  of  Hew- 
York  to  make  grants  of  any  lanils  already  patented  by  New 
Hampshire;  with  the  opinion  of  the  conncU  of  Hew-Yort  on 
the  eonatruotipn  to  be  put  on  the  same, ■■■     609 

ITftS.  April    7.  list  of  Judges  and  other  drilDtacers  for  Cnmberland  county,..     6U 

1769.  Aug.  10.  Got.  Moote  to  Lord  Hillsboro'  forwarding  petitions  from  re- 

duoed  soldiers  and  others  for  land  east  of  Lake  Champlain, 
and  urging  the  settlement  of  that  eonntry, ib. 

Sept.  11.  Clergy  of  Conneoticnt  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  reeommending  Par- 
tridge Ihatolier  Esq.,  to  be  the  first  governor  of  the  new 
province  to  ho  erected  west  of  the  Connecticut  Siver, 814 

Oct.  19.  Bepresenlation  of  James  Braokeniidge  and  Samuel  Bsbinson 
to  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshure  as  to  what  ocijarred  be- 
tween them,  and  the  commisaionBrs  for  dividing  the  Wallum- 
eohaolt  patent, BIT 

Dec.  12.  PtooSimation  of  ihe  govenunent  of  Hew-Tork  for  the  ttrrest 
of  Brackenridge,  Kobinson  and  others,  for  liotousiy  obstmot- 
ing  the  partition  aforeeaid, fltS 

1770.  Jan.      i.  Lt-   Gov.  Golden  to  Lord  milsiwro'  reeommonding  that  tha 

grantees  under  New  Hampshire  obti^n  conflrmatioDS  from 
Hew -York  on  payment  of  a  reduced  scale  of  teea, 619 

Feb.  10.  Gov.  J.  Wenlworth  to  Lt.  Gov,  Oolden  complaining  ot  b^ng 
obstructed  in  his  duties  as  Surveyor-General  of  the  king's 

forests  by  Judge  Wells,  (enolodng,) 631 

Memorial  of  J.  Wentworth  to  Lt.  Gov.  Colden  complaining  of 
certain  trespasEers  on  the  king's  donjBJn  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Connecticut  Rlcer.tonn  of  Windsor,  (with,) 624 

Jan.  1.  Deposilion  of  Benj.  Whiting  in  support  of  the  statemenia  con- 
tained in  Gov.  Wentwortb's  memorial  and  letter, 62S 

17BB.  Nov,  15.  Depoaiaonof  Benj.  Waittothe  same  effect, 629 

Deo.   SO.  DepositJoo  of  Amos  Tuta  to  the  same  effect, 633 

1770.  Feb.    28.  Order  in  oounial  Cor  the  erection  of  the  eonnty  of  Gloucester  on 

the  west  side  of  the  Conneoticnt  River, 634 

Mar.  Civil  officers  for  Gloucester  county, 635 

July  19.  Eev.  Drs.  Auehmnty  and  Cooper  to  Lt.  Gov.  Colden  recom- 
mending certain  peraoHs  to  the  command  of  the  mliilia  ot 
the  eonnty  of  Gloncostflr, 638 

dag.  S.  Petition  of  John  Grout,  attorney  at  law,  to  Ch.  Just.  Hors- 
manden  foi:  leave  to  bril:ig  six  action  fov  damages  against 
eartain  parsons  for  injuries  set  forth  in  an, ■      ib' 
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1?70-  Aug'     ^'  AfTidavit  of  the  SMn^,  Cpf  MaQ'liDpriBDiiiQeDt  "whidb  lie  saffeiQd 

ai  tlic  hands  of  cettein  Nsn  Hampaliiie  men, 63T 

Affidavit  of  S.  Wells,  with  ira  ttooonnt  of  a  riot  in  Cnmbarland 

conrb honsBj 641 

Sept.  29.  Report  of  Hia  Majesty's  Prov.  Conncil  of  Hen-York  on  Got. 

■Wentworlh'BflCorBalionaKainBtJndga Wells,  (with,)  .....     64E 
Jnno  to  Sept.  AffiOavits  of  sundry  iodiviiinals  in  defence  of  Judge  Wells, ...     64! 
Nov.     1 .  PjDolaraation  of  Got.  Diinniora  for  the  aigrest  of  Hatheway, 
E^binson  and  others  notors,  for  obstmoUug  the  partiiion  of 

the  Wallnmsiihaek  patent, 691 

Petition  to  the  Hing  of  the  inhaliitiuitB  of  the  counties  of  Cnm- 
lierland  and  Gloneester  oomploiruiig  of  the  riotous  obstruo- 
tions  of  the  eonrts  of  law  and  othot  irregularides  by  the 

go^ei'^ment  and  people  of  New-.Harap3hire, fi6f 

Deo.     S.  Petition  of  the  inliabitnula  on  the  west  side  of  the  Conneetlcnt 
river  to  the  Earl  of  Dnnniore,  praying  a  conEnnation  of  their 

patents  on  tednced  fees, 6fl: 

IS.  Order  in  oonnoil  [or  the  proseontion  ot  Siles  Robinson, flt 

ITTl.  Jon.  2f .  Petition  from  New  Hampshire  to  the  ting  complojidng  of  the 
oppressions  esperienoed  from  New-York  by  the  people  on  the 
grarils,  and  reqneEting  tbcib  tho  latter  be  annexed  to  New 

Hampshke, 8? 

Mar.  B.  Estraet  of  a  letter  from  Gov.  IJunrbore  to  Lord  Hillsborough, 
stating  that  the  disorders  whioh  pveTail  in  tie  grants  ore 
designedly  created  and  fomented  by  persons  in  Hew  Hamp- 
sliire  i  forwards  repovi  of  the  Attorney-General,  (with 
proofs,)  in  answer  to  the  Hew  Hampahiro  petition  and  cbIIb 
for  a  revocation  of  the  order  suspending  grants  of  laud  in. 
that  quarter ;  from  the  people  of  which  he  now  transmits  a 
petition  praying  to  he  oontinned  under  N.  Yorli,  (covering,)  6! 
i.  Certificate  of  the  Survajor-General  that  reservations  have 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  Nen  Samphire  occupants  settlecl 

before  the  22d  May,  II65, G' 

Feb.  to  Mar.  Sundry  affidavits  in  anppott  of  the  statements  contained  in 

Gov.  Dnnmore's  letter  and  the  Attomej-GeneralB  report, . .     G 
May  16.  Brlurn  of  the  number  of  Inhabitanta  in  the  county  of  Cnni- 

17.  Eetmn   of  the    number   of   inhabitania    in  the    ooanty  of 

Gloucester i 

A  list  of  the  beads  of  fomiliea  In  the  several  torma  in  the 
count; of  Glout^ester, t 

SO.  'Squire  Manro  to  Secretary  Banyar,  giving  an  acconnt  of  ill 
treatment  leoently  experienced  by  the  "  Yorkers  "  from  the 
settlers  of  Princctown,  with  affidavits  in  snpport  of  his 

June  6.  Report  oE  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, ennmerating  the  difiioviMcs  attendant  on  the  settlement 
of  the  varioas  elaims  to  tbe  lands  in  the  northeast  pact  of  tlie 
province    of   New-York,    and    submitting    their   dedsion 
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1?I1.  Aug.  24.  Gov.  Tiyon  to  Major  ■  Skene  and  othev  magistrates  ordering 
ttem  to  grajit  leg^il  relief  to  Donald  Melntire  and  otheia, 
reoeatlj  dispossessed  of  their  lands  by  Bflbert  Coelnane  and 

other  rioters, '. 1 

Sept.,18.  Judge  Wells  to  Attctney-Geneml  Kemp,  lusinainling  him 
willi  a  fraud  committed  by  i^e  poisons  employed  by  Ibe 
N.  H.  goTernmcnt  to  anrvey  the  upper  Conneodout  River, 

(witL,) '. 5 

Affidavit  of  Nehemiah  Ho^a  in  support  of  the  same,  ,>-,>-..     1 

SO.  Memorial  of  John  Mnnro  praying  to  be  appointed  sheriff  of 

the  city  and  county  of  Albany, 'i 

23.  Deposition  of  Samuel  Goxdenier,  a.  settler  on  the  Wallitm- 
sehali  patent  givisg  a  detail  of  tbe  ill  usage  be  received  from 
sundry  persons  disguised  aa  Indicia,  nho  destroyed  bia  crops 
and  thrcn  doirn  his  fences,  as  he  did  not  hold  under  New 


SO.  Order  of  the  Council  of  Kcw-Tork  for  the  apprehension  of  Solb 

Warner  and  others  of  the  Bennmgton  mob, 729 

Oot.  2.  Governor  of  Hew-York  tp  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire, 
relative  to  the  ex  parts  survey  of  the  Connecticut  River, 
and  remonstrating  against  the  riots  recently  oommitted  by 
persons  ekuming  to  be  encouraged  by  New  Hampshire,  ....  731 
Sundry  affidavits  to  prove  that  the  sheriff  of  Albany  baa  been 
violently  reasted  at  Bennington  in  tbe  exeentioa  of  bia 

duty,  732 

Hov.  6.  'Sq^uire  Munro  to  Gov.  Tiyon ;  the  aamo  factious  spirit  pro- 
vaila  Ibronghout  hia  neighborhood  ;  the  rioters  are  not 
alVaid  of  any  force  sent  against  them )  another  man  dispos- 
sessed,      74* 

12.  Affidavit  oC  Charles  HuteheBaon  setting  forth  tbe  destruc- 
tion of  bis  bouse  and  property  by  Allen,  Baker,  Coeliran, 
and   othera,    as    ■'  a  burnt  saerifieo  to  tbe    Gods  of  the 

world," 745 

'Squire  MoTTacbton  to  Soeretary  Fanning  (J)  ;  the  rioters  and 
tiwtora  bava  gone  to  the  mountains  wbere  it  is  imposrible 

to  arrest  them, ■ 747 

IS.  Gov.  Wentworib's  letter  lo  Gov-  Tryon  touabing  the  riotous 
conduct  of  tbe  New  Hampshire  grantees  liud  before  the 

Council  and  minutes  thereon, 74S 

27. ''Minute  of  oonneil  ordering  a  proclamation  to  be  issued  offering 
arew£ffdfortbe  arrest -of  Ethan  Alien,  Eemember  Bafeer, 

and  other  rioters, TIB 

Dm.     9-  Proclamation  of  Gov,  Tryonto  the  above  effect,   [Notprinted.] 
11.  Proclamation  of  Gov.  Tryon  eettmg  forth  the  tide  of  New- 
Xorlt  to  tlio  territory  west  of  the  Connecticut  river,  recapit- 
ulating the  cnoroaebments  of  New  Hampshire,  and  re-assert- 
ing tbe  rightful  olMm  of  Kew-Yorlt, 7B9 

1772.  Jan.     8.  Gov.  Wentworth  to  Gov.  Tryon,  (enelosing.J 

Minute  of  the  New-Hampshire  eouncii  declining  to  publish 
Gov.  Tryon'a  proclamation  of  the  Ilth  nlUmo, 766 
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ir7S.  Jan.  29.  Judgo  I.or3  to  Gov.  Ittyoa,  giving  an  acoonnt  of  a  great  riot  at 
Putney,  in  Cumberland  county,  on  2Tth  of  Jonnary,  nod 

I'Qaigning  bis  office, T5T 

Feb.    6.  Judge  Chuiillor  to  tbe  some,  nith  an  account  ot  tho  above  riot, 
ot"JeeUng  to  Judge  lord's  resignation  and  in  favor  of  dlvera 

loyal  sulijects  in  his  viianity, ,    ?Sfl 

'Scinice  Monro  to  the  same,  with  an  aeeouiit  oC  tlis  progreaa  of 

the  riotece  at  Sennington,  (and  enclosing,) 162 

Jul.  24  I  C  nuad     given  by  BeUjaiidn  Buck  as  to  nhat  occurred  at  a. 
m   t   g   f  the  rioters  in  Bennington  in  the  beginning  of  tlie 

m    ti         m 

28    I  f    HI  t        f  Jonathan  Whiteastotho  temper, of  thoBen- 

Et     people, TM 

Feb.    IB    J  d      L  rd  to  Gov.  Trjon  acquainting  bimtliiit  he  bod  expe- 
ed      ery  asaistonco  from  tlie  New  Hampshirs  authori- 
ties ia  aneedng  the  pcreons  who  had  caminitted  the  riot  at 

ir.  Order  ot  the  governors  of  King's  College,  Hew-Tork,  for  the 

division  and  settlement  of  their  township  of  Kingsland, T67 

List  of  civil  offleers  for  Gloucester  county, TBS 

Mar.  2S.  Gov.  Wentwoith  to  Gov.  Tryon,  reqnesting  a  patent  ot  con- 
firmation for  B.  Wentwoith  Jr.,  of  6,000  acres  of  land  in 

the  tavnof  Rocliingham, 769 

2E.  Minute  of  cuuncil  setting  forth  tliat  Allen,  Baker,  £c.,  have 
retired  to  the  neighboring  government ;  tlie  people  will  not 

aabmlt, '. .■ 770 

April    3.  Seorctaiy  Ganjar  to  Judge  Lordj  hi!  conduct  approved  of; 

Ilia  resignation  cannot  be  accepted, ib. 

7.  Col.  Keid  to  Gov.  Tryon,  ivith  nn  extract  of  a  letter  from  lord 
Dunmoro  ofiorlng  to  build  a  court  house  and  ony  other  pub- 
lic buildings  that  may  be  required  for  Charlotte  county, 

should  hi!  township  he  selected  as  thS  county  town, 771 

3.  Petition  reqviesting  that  Soclnlfaorough  be  declared  the  eonnty 
town  of  Charlotte  county,  and  ofTering  to  pay  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  public  buildings, ■ 778 

List  of  dvil  officers  appointed  for  Cumberland  county, 775 

IS.  An  account  of  the  temper  of  the  rioters  in  the  eastern  part  of 

the  province, 77S 

May     B.  Examination  as  to  the  causes  of  the  riots  'at  Bennington ;  the 
inhabitants  of  that  quarter  to  be  invited  to  lay  the  grounds 

of  their  behavionr  before  the  council  of  Kei^-Tork, 777 

19.  Minute  of  council  setting  forth  that  the  rioters  had  brought  to 

Bennington  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  mortar  firan  thB 

fort  at  East  Hoosiok,  with  powder  and  ball ;  further  outrages,     778 

Gov.   Tryon    to   the    inhabitants    of    Bennington,    inviting 

them  to    send   delegates  to    New- York  to  explain  theic 

29.  Examination  of  Jonathan  Wheate,  stating  who  are  the  mlera 
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COK  TENTS. 


1772.  June    3.  Minnta  of  council  aetling  foi'tli  tlie  continued  riotous  Epitit  pre- 

roiliog  among  the  people  on  tliB  N.  11.  grimtSj 781 

9.  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Guilford  praying  for  Icttcia 

patent, 78E 

16.  List  of  tovraabipa  formerly  granted  iinder  New  Hamp- 
ahiie  and  sinoe  conBrroed  bj  Hew-'Sort  ;  list  of  town- 
ships for  which  oouflrmations  have  not  issued,  though  long 
anee  advised  to  be  granted  i  Jist  of  townships  fotmerlj 
granted  by  Hew  Hampshire,  for  wbieh  applications  have 
been  made  for  letters  of  oonflrmaUon  to  be  granted  whenever 

his  majesty's  histrnetions permit, ........-,, 7SE 

25.  Minute  of  counoll  setUog  forth  the  application  on  the  part  of 
tho  people  of  Olmilotte  oi)imtyic.,tor  protection  against  the 

Bennington  rioters, 78( 

Jn^  1.  Report  o(  the  lommittfle  of  His  Majesty's  eounoil  on  Ore  letter 
received  from  the  inhabitants  of  Bennington,  and  recom- 
mending  that  all  further  proaecotions  agwost  them  be 
snsponded  until  His  Majesty's  pleasure  bo  known,  on  oon- 
dition  that  the  said  inhabitants  do  for  tlie  future  pay  respect 

to  the  laws, tt). 

16.  Report  of  a  public  meeting  bold  at  Bennington  on  receipt  o£ 
the  aforesaid  minute  of  eouooil ;  and  of  the  public  rejoidnga 
at  that  plaoe  in  consoquenee ;  promising  futnre  obedience, . .     793 
Aug.  11.  (lOV.  Trjou  to  the  inhabitontB  of  Bennington  complaiuii^  of  a 

bFonoh  of  faith  on  their  part,  and  a  Tlolation  of  thek  promise,    79S 
Sept.    8.  Minute  of  eouniHl  respecting  the  condoct,  and  givir^  the  suli- 

ta    '     fth   answer,  of  tho  people  of  Beunhigton, 791 

a?.  Min  t  f  CO  noil  to  the  effect  that  Massachusetts  and  New 
HampsU  re  preparing  petitions  to  the  king  foe  tha 
laiB  f  the  jurisdiotion  of  the  latter  west  of  Counw:- 
ticut  i  tho  aoewer  from  Bennington  declared  to  be 
ms  1  t  h  growii^  evil  cannot  bs  suppressed  without  the 
aid  f     g  lar  troops  j  further  application  to  bo  made  to  hla 

majesty, 796 

Oot>  7.  Gov.  Tcyon  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  urging  a  termination  of  the 
controversy  and  that  the  Hew  Hampshire  grants  hs  oon- 

firmed  on  half  fees, 797 

31.  Minnto  oE  council  setUng  forth  riaiewedviolenoes  committed  by 
Ira  Allen  and  others  on  Onion  river,  and  recommending  a 

reward  to  be  offered  for  their  airest, 799 

21.  Jehiel  Hawley  to  Col.  Bitene,  notifying  him  tbat  he  (H.)  had 

been  appointed  agent  on  behalf  of  the  people  on  the  grants,    BOO 
KOT.  24.  'Squire  Munro  to  Gov.  Tryon,  informing  his  eioellenoy  of  the 
arrest  of  a  number  of  counterfeiters  and  their  subsequent 
escape  on  their  way  to  jail;  tbe  country  from  Jersej  to 

Cowas  full  of .  them ;  Munro'a  potasherj  destroyed, ib. 

25.  Minute  of  oouneJl;  letter  received  from  Col.  Skene  acquaint- 
ing the  government  that  Hawley  and  Brackenridge  are 
ibout  visiting  England  on  behalf  of  tho  people  of  Benning- 
ton ;  councils'  opinion  of  these  several  parties, -   803 
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UK.  Deo.  3.  Seport  of  tlie  Board  of  Trade  to  tne  ijocda  Committee  of  tts 
Privy  Counei],  with  u  plan  for  the  aettlemeiit  of  the  diffi- 
culties respecting  the  New  Hampshire  graals,  80 

S.  Lord  rartmouth  to  Gov.  Trjon,  diBCOnntenoneing  the  interpo- 
cition  of  any  military  foroe  in  ths  existjng  dispute  relalJYB 

1o  the  grajitf, BI 

S3.  Petition  of  the  freeholders  of  Cumberlond  eoantj  prajing  for 

the  piiTilege  of  elecljiig  repreaentntivee  to  the  Aaaemhlyj ...      it 
1773.  Feh.         PotitioQ  o£  the  freeholders  of  Charlotte  prajing  that  Skenos- 

borolre  the  county  town, ." 81 

Petiljon  to  the  king  tium  the  inhahitants  of  Glouoester  and 
Cumherland  counties,  praying  that  the  gmnta  from  Now 
Hampshue  in  sldd  coutitSes,  be  confirmed  by  Hen. York, ....     83 
20   Aftidavit  of  tapt.  AYooster  setting  forth  ils  experience  in 

of  Lake  Cl^ajupiain,  and  the  determinal^ion  of  the  people 
there  to  resist  his  msyeaty's  troops  should  they  he  sent  to 

support  the  ■rathority  of  New-York,.. 82 

Apnl  10  Lord  Daitmouth  to  flov.  Xryon  eommunioating  the  proposi- 
iiona  made  hy  the  Bouil  of  Ti'ade,  and  approved  hy  hia 

majesty, 8i 

28  Deposition  oJ  Philip  Niohols  setting  forth  the  destnioUon  of 
his  fences  and  his  own  ejeetment  from  hia  farm  at  Social- 

hero'  by  the  mob,  and  the  order  of  oonneil  thereupon, 81 

Jnly  1.  tiov.  Tryon  to  Lord  Dartmonth,  aetting  forth  Ihe  olyecUons  to 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  submitting  his  recom- 
mendations,       8 

Aag.  12.   James  Henderson  to  Mr.  MaokintOEh;  Col.  Eeid's  mill  and 

settlement  on  Otter  oteek  destroyed  by  the  mob, 8 

22.  'Squire  Murao  to  Got.  Tryon;  the  mob  has  broke  loose ;  all 

his  pot  and  pearl  asbery  destroyed, 8 

31.  Order  in  council  that  the  governor  request  tie  commander  of 
Ms  majesty's  forces  to  occupy  forts  Hconderoga  and  Crown 
Pcdnt  with  a  satEcieut  body  of  troops  for  the  purpose  of  lud- 

ing  the  diii  mogistiate  in  the  execution  of  the  la'ns, 

Sept.  1.  Gen.  Haldemand  to  Oov.  Tryon,  declining  to  furnish  troops  na 
requited,  unless  he  persist  in  his  request ;  in  sach  case  de- 
mands that  the  expense  attendant  on  their  transportation  be 

provided  for, t 

8.  Minnte  of  conndl  in  ansner  ij)  Gen.  Haldemand's  letter;  a 
court  of  common  pleaa  and  genera]  ses^ons  established  near 

Bort  Edward  for  the  county  of  Charlotto, I 

£5.  Sundry  affidavits  detailing  the  outrages  committed  by  the  mob 

on  Col.  Bud'alands;  the  destruoiion  of  hia  mill,  oropa,  &c.,    1 
2T.  AdolphuB  Beniel  to  Gov.  Tryon,  giving  an  aooovmt  of  a  man 
haTing  been  nnmenafnlly  whipped  bj  a  party  of  New 

Hampshire  rioters, ■ 

29.  Opinion  of  the  connoil  on  rooeipt  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Halde- 
roand  offering  to  ataiaon  troops  at  Crown  Point  and  Tieon- 
deroga  fov  a  limited  period, 
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Lord  Dmtmontli  U>  Got.  Irjon  diaapproving  of  his  reilniBition 

(m  Ben.  H^itdcnujiil  for  iioaps^ 8 

PetitiDD  of  Senj.  Hough,  giving  details  of  various  illegnl  acts 
«ammitt«d  b;  tbe  £eimiiigtiOii  rioters  and  aaldng  protectionj 

(with,) i 

DepositioQ  of  Benj.  Spencer,  Jaoob  M^sli,  Senj.  Hougli,  and 
others,  aa  to  various  indignities  tliejr  suffered  at  the  hands 

of  Eihan  Allen,  EBmamber  Baker,  SethlTomar,  &a., B 

Report  of  the  grand  committee  of  Grievances  to  tho  Kevf-Yorlt 

Aasembly  on  the  preceding  papers,  .-.. <->!■■>"■. ■>■"•>    ^ 
Proclomaijon  of  Gov.  Tryon  offering  a  reirord  for  the  arrest  of 
Etiian  Allon,  Setli  Waraer,  Semember  Balier,  and  other 

rioters, f 

Aug*    4.  Affidavit  setting  forth  tbat  Amos  Chamherlain  had  been  died 

before  tho  jndgment  seat  of  the  Bennington  mob, ( 

Sept.  1.  Petition  of  Benj.  Hough  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
settlers  of  Durham  and  Sooxalboro',  setting  forth  other  vio- 
lent outrages  by  the  mob,  and  stating  that  the  rioters  had 

commoneed  erealjng  forts,  &•:.,  (with,) ! 

Ang.         Snndrj  depodtions  in  support  of  the  said  petition, 1 

Sept.  1.  Mjnute  of  council  advidog  the  governor  to  apply  to  Gen.  Gaga 
tor  a  military  force  to  support  the  ravil  ma^istiaoj  and  keep 

the  peace  in  Charlotte  oouuty, ; 

19.  Gen.  Gage  to  Gov.  Tryon  declining  to  fiimisli  the  rac[uir8d 


Out.  4.  Lieut.  Gov.  Colden  to  Xiord  Dartmouth  nith  an  account  oC 
events  above  narrated, 

Dae.  J.  Petition  of  the  freeholders  of  Charlotte  county,  praying  I 
alloned  to   elect  teproBentatives  to  the  New-Xorfe 


the 


10.  Lord  Dartmouth  to  Lient.  Gov.  Golden,  espresaive  of  the  hope 

that  things  will  mend, BS3 

.  Mar.    9.  Petition  of  Benj.  Hough,  with  an  account  of  a  moat  oruel 
whipping  and  other  barbarous  treatment  he  received  at  the 

hands  of  the  mob, 891 

1.  Depositions  in  support  of  thestatementa  contained  in  tlie  above 
petition,  ono  of  which  has  the  certificate  of  Hough's  ptudsli- 

ment  agned  by  Etlian,  AMen  and  Setb  'Wainer, 8W 

21.  Minute  of  council  relative  to  a  riot  attended  with  loss  of  Me  at 

Westminster,  in  Cumberland  county, SOS 

Sundry  aiSdavits  containing  the  paiticulai's  of  the  above  occar- 

renee, ' 994 

April  5.  lieut.  Gov.  Colden  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  communicating  an 
aeoount  of  the  whipping  of  'Si;(Hire  Hough,  and  of  "  a  dan- 
gerous Insntrection"  in  Cnmberland  county, 911 

7.  Petition  of  Benj.  Hough  and  Daiiiel  Wallter,  praying  for  leave 

to  Bolidt  roliof  from  the  humane  and  benevolent, £118 

M»y  4.  Petition  of  Samuel  Wells  and  others;  "  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  late  unhappy  difference  in '  Masaachueetla  Bay,"  peaoe 
tad  been  restored  to  the  county  of  Oumbechmd 8W 
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1IT5,  Juno  T.  Lieut.  Gov.  Coldeu  to  Lord  Davtmouth ;  His  Majesty's  torte  at 
Tinondart^a.  and  Crown  Point  aeizetl,  and  the  gariiaon  taken 
prisonoia  tj  the  Ittwleea  peoplo  eolled  tlie  Eenningltm  mob,  919 
Julj  20.  Ethan  Allen  to  the  PtovinMal  Congraaa  oC  New- York  [firan 
Tmonderoga,]  expressive  of  hopea  of  reoonoiliallon,  thant- 
iiig  them  for  their  reapectfiil  troatinent  not  only  of  Mr. 
Wnmer  and  bimself,  bnt  of  the  Green  Mountain  ijojB  'in 

general, lb, 

Sept.  2i.  Declaration  of  a  Convention  held  at  Iioiset, 020 

ITTS.  Memorandum  of  the  opmions  of  Eome  membere  of  Congresa 

respeoting  the  estahliahment  of  a  new  stai^  oa  the  Connco' 

Sept.  2S,  Mr.  Clay  to  the  SHb-eommittee  at  Putney,  dirocHng  that  the 
opinions  of  the  people  of  Cumberlond  county  on  tevolting 

ftomNew-Yorkbesent  to  theProvineial  Congress, ib. 

Nor.  20.  Minute  of  a  oonveraation  whioh  took  plaso  at  Windsor,  with 

the  delegates  from  the  nest  side  of  the  Green  Mountains, . .     323 
D^o  date.]- Eemonstranoe  ^;aiust  the  appointment  by  Congress  of  Cols. 

Allen  ttnd  Wamer  io  rdse  troops  independent  of  N.  Y., . . . .     921 
IWT.  Jan.  20.  Export  to  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Seth  IVomer  M  Colonel  in  the  aeEvice  of  the  Cond- 

neiitnJ  Congress,  and  protesting  i^DJnst  the  eome,  ■  ■  < 925 

Hon.  A.  Ten  Broeek  to  the  president  of  Congvesa,  enclosing 

the  » foresaid  report, S23 

Peb.   IB.  Gen.  Bciyley.of  Hewborry,totbel'residentoftheifeK-york 
Convention;  a  number  haa  deolai-ed  independency  of  the 

State  of  New-York, 830 

Mar.     1.  Hon.  A.  Ten  Broedi  to  the  preadentof  Congreas  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  pernicions  projeel  of  those  who  have  fomented 

iBEUn-BCtion  in  the  Stat^  of  Haw-York, 933 

[No  date.l  Brief  oonsideiations  on  the  subject  of  the  independence  of 

April  11.  Thomas  Young  io  the  people  of  tie  grants,  recommondmg  the 
eonslitution  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  model  for  that  of  the  nevf 

state,  and  tliat  they  send  delegates  to  Congress,  S34 

25.  Deelaraiion  by  the  people  of  Brattlehoro'  of  their  allegianca  to 

Hew- York, . ; 938 

May  10.  Eeport  presented  to  the  New-York  PrcYindol  Congress  on  the 
slate  of  the  counties  of  Oumberliuid,  Gloucester  and  Oliar- 

lotte, m 

23.  Hon.  P.  Van  Cortland  to  the  president  of  Oongresa,  complain- 
ing that  a  faction  in  the  northeastern  part  of  this  state,  who 
liave  declared  tbemseives  independent,  are  coimtenanced  by 

June  23.  John  Williams  to  secretary  McKisaon;  the  grants  dcclircd  ai\ 

indepeu dent  elate  by  the  name  of  Hew  Vermount, 0*2 

27.  KesolutionS  of  the  Couueil  of  Safety  of  Ncw-Tork  on  receiving 

the  above  intelligence,..-  ,....-.....■■■. 943 

80.  KeEolutions  of  the  Continental  CongrCES  dismissing  the  appli- 
cation of  Vermont  for  admission  into  the  oonCederaey, OM 
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CONTENTS. 


ITTT.  July  IT.  aesolutioDd  of  the  New- York  CoanoU  of  Eofely  cUreodng  the 
resolnUona  of  Congress  to  ba  sent  to  tha  soTernl  couiiW.es  in 

thagnmte,  S^ 

SS.  Certlfioaie  from  Capt.  Jamas  Clay  tUat  he  bus  diattibuted  tko 

tasolves  of  tlio  Continental.  Congress, 947 

Aug.  10.  'Wncrant  from  tte  Conndl  of  Vermont  to  aCrest  Jmnea  Clay,.,      ih. 
IB.  Repott  of  Capt.  Clftj,  giving  an  account  of  his  arrest  and  de- 
tention for  having  aiJted  under  tbo  State  of  New -York,....    948 
Sept.   S.  Minutes  of  the  eomadttee  of  tbe  oountj'  of  Cumberland,  wbece- 
in  complaint  is  made  of  tlie  proceedings  of  tbe  "Tretended 
Council  of  tta  pi-etandad  Slata  of  Vermont,"  and  autlioiiiing 

Capt.  Clay  to  be  ihax  delegate  to  New-York, ib. 

4.  John  Sassions  to  Sacretary  McKesson  on  tba  aapact  of  alfajrs 

on  the  Connectioub  lUTer, flSd 

1778.  Feb.  3.  Proclamation  of  Sov,  Clinton  offering  certain  terms  to  the  peo- 
ple of  tha  grants  for  the  settlenient  of  the  said  disputed 
lands  in  peaoeable  subjection  to  tlio  authority  of  tha  state  of 

New- York, 951 

Oat.  17.'  Petition  of  Col.  Spencer  and  other  inhabitants  of  Durham  to 
the  legislature  of  Hew- York,  oompliuniDg  of  ill-lieatraent 
reeoived  from  tbe  pretended  stnte  of  Vermont  and  demnud- 

ing  proteotion, B56 

1TI9.  May     4.  Petition  from  Cumberland  to  tha  same  demanding  aid, 9W 

5-  atereon  to  Gov.  Clinton,  informing  him  that  the  Green 

Mountain  Voya  are  eipeoted  on  Conneotieut  river  to  rednee 

the  townships  there  under  Vermont, ■,.■■-■     960 

14.  Gov.  Clinton  to  Samuel  Minot  Es([.,  oommiimcaling  his  views 
as  to  the  eoursa  the  friends  of  Haw-York  in  Vermont  should 

pursue  at  the  present  conjunetnre, 932 

18.  Got.  Clinton  to  John,  Jay,  president  of  Coi^ress,  with  copies 
of  preoeding  p^>era  to  be  laid  betora  congress ;  New- York 
cannot  much  longer  oontinna    a  silent  speelator   of   the 

violences  committed  on  her  oitiiens, 964 

2fi.  Samuel  Minot  Esq.,  to  Gov.  Clinton,  giving  an  aeoonnt  of  the 
viat  of  Ethan  Allan  and  his  Green  Mountain  boys  to  Brat- 

tteborough,  and  his  oonduot  whilst  there, 9S6 

S9.  Gov.    Clinton    to    president    Jay,    enclosing     Mr.    Minol^s 

letter, 866 

Gov.  Clinton  to  the  New- York  delegation  in  Congrees ;  intends 
to  send  an  armed  force  to  repair  the  outrage  eommitfed  at 

Brattleborough, : 967 

June  1.  President  Jay  to  Gov.  Clinton;  Cungress  intends  to  send  ? 
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GREAT  SEALS  OF  NEW  NETHERLAND  AND  NEW-YORK 
No.  I. 

Seal  of  New  Nbthehland. 
This  is  the  first  public  seal  of  the  Province,  and  is  thus  de- 
scribed: Argmt,  a  Beaver,  proper;  Orest.,  a  Coronet;  Legend, 
SiGiLLTM.  Novi.  Belrii.  Ih  a  paper  by  Van  der  Donck  entitled, 
"  Further  observations  on  the  Petition  of  the  Commonalty  of 
New  Netherlandj"  it  is  stated,  that  New  Netherland  was  called  a 
Province,  because  it  was  invested  by  their  High  Mightinesses 
with  the  arms  of  an  Earl.'  The  engraving  is  copied  from  an 
impression  of  the  seal  in  the  of&ce  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  = 
It  was  in  use  until  1664,  and  afterwards,  we  presurge,  under 
Gov.  Colve  in  1673,  4. 

II. 

Seal  of  the  Duke  oi^  York. 
This  is  a  copy  of  the  Royal  arms  of  the  House  of  Stuart 
which  Burke  thus  describes — Quarterly,  flrstand  fourth,  FaANCE 
and  England  quarterly ;  second,  or,  a  lion  rampant,  within  a 
double  tressure, flory  counter  flory,  g«.  Scotland;  third,  az.  a 
harp5or,strii^eii,ar.  Ireland.*  Motto,  "Hobi.  soit.  qui.mal,  ■v 
PENSE." ,  Legend,  Sigill.  Pbovine  Novi.  Ebokac.  Oresf,  a  Coro- 
net composed  of  crosses  and  fleur  de  lis,  with  one  arch ;  which- 
Burke  adds,  the  Duke  of  York  was  directed  to  use,  by  a  Roya! 
Warrant  dated  9th  Feb.  1663.  There  are  several  impressionf 
of  this  seal  in  the  first  Vol.  of  Land  Papers,  in  the  Sec'ys  office 
They  are  incumbent,  but  those  to  the  Patent  of  Renselaerwycl 
(1685,)  and  to  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Albany  (1686,)  at. 
The  earliest  impression  in  the  Sec'ys  ofdce  is  to  J 
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patent  dated  20th  August,  1670,  and  from  the  fact  that  the 
patents  issued  by  Governor  Nicolls  ai'e  sealed  only  with  Ms 
signet,  it  is  iafen'ed  that  the  Great  Seal  now  reproduced  was 
received  in  Octolipr,  1669,  at  the  same  time  as  the  seal  presented 
by  Gov.  Lovelace  to  the  city  of  New- York.  •  It  was  in  use  until 
1687,  with  the  exception  of  Colve's  brief  administration  in  1674. 

III. 
Seal  of  James  II. 
,fe  have  not  been  able  to  find  an  impression  of  this  seal,  the 
Warrant  for  which  bears  date  14th  August,  1687.  It  is  de- 
scribed therein  as  having  "  on  the  one  side  our  Royal  effigies  on 
Horseback  in  Arms  over  a  Laudskip  of  Laud  and  Sea,  with  a 
Rising  Sun,  and  a  Scrole  containing  this  motto,  Aliusq;  et  Idem. 
And  our  Titles  round  the  circumference  of  the  said  Sea) ;  There 
being  also  engraven  on  the  other  side  Our  Royal  Arms  with  the 
Garter,  Crown,  Supporters  and  Motto,  with  this  Inscription 
round  y^  Circumference  Sigillum  Provinci^  NosTEa;  Novi 
Eboraci  ETC.,  IN  America."'  Despatches  of  the  above  date 
were  received  in  New  York  on  the  31st  November  following  ;  = 
the  seal  was  in  use,  it  is  supposed,  until  Leisler's  usurpation  in 
June  1689. 

IV 

Seal  of  King  William  and  Queen  Maky. 
The  warrant  for  this  seal,  which  was  brought  over  by  Gov. 
Slougbter,  bears  date  31st  May,  1690.'  It  served  as  the  model 
for  all  the  Great  Seals  of  New-York  subsequently  received  from 
England,  and  has,  on  one  side,  the  effigies  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
and  two  Indians  kneeling  offering  as  presents — the  one,  a'roU  of 
Wampum,  the  other  a  Beaver  skin.  Around  the  circumference 
are  their  Majesties  titles — Gvt-ielmvs  III.  et  Maria.  II.  Dei. 
Gra.  Mag.  Brit.  Fran.  Hib.  Rex  et  Regina.  Fid.  Def.  Oa  the 
reverse  are  the  Royal  Arms  with  the  Garter,  Crown,  Supporters 
and  Motto,  and  this  inscription— Sigillvm  Proving.  Nostb.  Nov 

1  ValBntine'a  Maonal  of  tliB  Com.  Coune.  of  N.  Y.  for  1848.     343. 

2  Lend  Doe.  V.  139. 

3  Coujio,  Min.  V.  213.  i  Book  of  CommiEsiona,  Seo'js  Off.  11.  IB. 
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NEW  NETHEELANO  AND  NEW-YORK.  *3 

Ebok.  etc.  in  America.  These  arms  are,  it  will  be  remarked, 
the  same  as  those  on  the  Stuart  seal,  with  the  addition,  however, 
of  an  escutclieon  of  pretence,  containing  a  Lion  rampant,  for  the 
arms  of  Nassau,  of  which  house  King  William  was  a  member. 
It  has  some  other  peculiarities  worthy  of  attention.  Much  im- 
portance has  been  attached  to  this  seal  from  the  fact  that  it  was 
affixed  to  several  patents  in  this  country  after  the  King's  death. 
But  the  objections  made  to  the  validity  of  those  patents,  on  that 
account,  must  disappear  when  the  fact  is  understood,  that  this 
seal  was  not  superseded  until  Sept.,  17(j5 — three  years  and  a 
half  after  the  King's  demise.  The  engraving  is  froin  the  Seal 
attached  to  the  original  Charter  of  Trinity  Church,  N.  Y.,  1697, 
in  the  State  Lib.,  and  to  the  Commission  of  Joliannis  Abeel, 
Mayor  of  Albany,  1694,  in  the  Albany  Institute. 


Seal  of  Queen  Anne, 

There  were  two  Great  Seals  for  the  Province  in  this  reign. 

1.  The  first,  the  warrant  for  which  bears  date  the  3d  May, 
1705,'  was  brought  out  by  Col.  Nott,  of  Virginia,^  and  was 
received  on  6th  September  following  when  that  of  William  and 
Mary  was  defaced,'  and  sent  back  to  England  broken.'  On  the 
one  side  are  the  Queen's  effigy  and  the  Indians  offering  their 
tokens  of  submission,  as  before,  with  the  Boyal  titles  Anna.  Dei. 
Gea.  Mag.  Brit.  Fban.  et.  Hie.  Eegina.  Fid.  Defen.  On  the 
reverse,  the  Stuart  arms  as  already  described,  (see  II.) — the 
scutcheon  of  Nassau  having  been  removed  on  the  death  of  the 
King — ^with  Crown,  Garter,  Supporters  and  Motto,  and  this 
Inscription,  Sigillvm.  Peovinci^,  Nostra.  Novi,  Eboraci.  in. 
America.  Motto— Semper  Eadem.  The  Engraving  is  copied 
from  the  Seal  in  the  State  Library  to  a  Patent  of  Anne  Bridges 
and  others  for  a  tract  in  Westchester  Co.,  dated  25th  Sept., 
1708. 

3.  The  Union  between  England  and  Scotland,  in  1706,  ren- 
dering a  new  Seal  requisite,  a  second  one  was  ordered  on  39th 
October,  1709,  and  received  on  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Hunter,  14th 
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June,  1710,  when  that  of  1705  was  broken.'  The  Queen's 
effigy,  the  Indians  with  the  Royal  titles,  are  the  same  as  on 
the  first  seal ;  on  the  reverse,  the  Boyal  arms,  now  changed  in 
consequence  of  the  Union ;  on  the  first  and  fourth  quarters, 
England  empales  Scotland ;  on  the  second  are  tlie  lilies  of 
Trance;  on  the  third  (he  Hai-p  for  Ireland,  and  the  former 
Motto,  Semper  Eadem.  Ai-ound  tlie  circumference  is  the 
inscription  Sigillvm.  Pkovincik.  Nostra.  Novi.  Eboraci.  in. 
America.  Tliis  seal  was  not  superseded  until  July  1718,  four 
years  after  the  Queen's  death. 

VI. 

Seal  of  George  I. 
This  seal  was  ordered  8th  Octob.  1717,  and  received  "by 
Hopkins"  on  1st  July,  1718,  when  that  of  Queen  Anne  was 
broken,"  and  returned  to  the  Board  of  Trade.'  On  the  one 
side  are,  the  eifigy  of  liis  Majesty,  two  Indians  offering  presents  ; 
and  around  tlie  circumference  the  royal  titles — Georgivs.  D.  G. 
Mag.  Brit.  Fran,  et,  Hib.  Rex.  Brvn.  et,  Lvn.  Dvx.  Sa.  Ro. 
Im,  Arc.  Thes.  et.  Prin.  Elec.  On  the  reverse,  the  royjil 
arms.  Garter,  Crown,  Supporters  and  Motto,  and  this  inscription. 
Sigii-lym.  pRovjNCiiE.  NosTEffi.  Novi.  Eboraci  in.  America.  The 
"  Semper  Eadem"  of  the  last  seal  is  replaced  by  Dieu.  et  Mon 
Droit;  and  on  tiie  escutcheon  we  have,  iirst,  the  ai'ms  of  Eng- 
land empaling  those  of  Scotland ;  second  France  ;  tliird  Ireland 
fourth  gu.  two  lions  passant  guai-d.  in  pale  or,  for  Brunswick 
impaling,  or,  semee  of  hearts  gu.  a  lion  ramp.  az.  for  Luneu 
burgh,  on,  a  point  in  point  gu.  a  horse  courant  ar.  for  Saxony 
on  the  centi'e  of  the  fourth  quarter  an  escutclieon  gu.  charges 
with  the  Crown  of  Charlemagne,  or,  as  Arch-treasurer  of  thi 
Holy  Roman  Empire. ' 

VII. 

Seal  of  George  II. 

This  Seal  is  a  finer  specimen  of  the  arts  than  the  last,  an^ 

exhibits  a  progressive  change  in  the  dress  and  drapery  of  th 

principal  figure.    The  kneeling  Squaw  is  introduced  here  for  tb 
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first  time  nude,  and  great  care  is  bestowed  in  delineatiug  the 
skin  slie  offers,  in  wiiich  we  can  almost  trace  the  perfect  outline 
of  the  animal  to  which  it  belonged.  There  is  another  improve- 
ment worthy  of  remark — the  inscriptions  on  this  and  the  next 
seal  are  on  the  sides  opposite  to  those  they  heretofore  occupied, 
Tlie  woi-ds  "Sjgillvm.  Peovinc!^.  Nostra.  Novi.  Eboeaci.  in. 
Amemca,"  are  appropriately  on  the  side  representing  American 
gifts  ;'  whilst  the  Royal  titles — "  Georgius.  II.  D.  G,  Mag,  Bri. 
Pr..  et.  Hib.  Rex.  F,  D.  Brun.  et.  LtiN.  Box.  S.  R.  I.  Aac.  Th.  et, 
pR.  El."  surround  the  Royal  arms  on  the  reverse  side.  These 
arms  are  the  same  as  those  last  described,  but  their  design  and 
finish  are  immensely  Superior.  This  engraving  is,  also,  from 
an  impression  in  the  State  Library. 

vin. 

Seal  of  Geoege  III. 
The  warrant  for  this  seal  bears  date  9tb  July,  1767;  it  was 
received  on  the  following  3d  October'  {seven  years  after  the 
death  of  Geo.  n.,)  and  the  preceding  seal  was  returned  to  the 
Colonial  office.  The  principal  side,  where  the  Indians  are 
offering  tlieli-  gifts  to  the  King,  is  surro\inded  by  the  inscription. 

"  SlGILLUM.  PROVIKCI.ffi.  NoSTR^.  NoVI.  EbORACI,  IN  AmeEICA;"  OH 

the  reverse  are  the  Eoyal  ai'ms  (as  last  described,)  with  the 
royal  titles — Geoegius  III.  D,  G.  .Mag.  Bri.  Fe.  et  Hib.  Rex. 
I".  D.  Beon.  et.  Low.  Ddx.  S.  E.  I.  As.  Thes.  et  Ei.  This  wag 
the  Great  Seal   of  the  Province   of  New-York  down  to  the 
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JOURNAL  OF  NEW  NETHERLAND. 

BrUf  Description  of  .Kew  Jfetherland. 
New  Nei'mgrland  (so  called  because  it  was  first  I'reqi 
and  peopled  by  free  Netherlandei's)  is  a  province  in  the  most 
northern  pai'fc  of  America  lying  between  N.  England  (which 
bounds  them  on  the  N.  E.  side)  and  Virginia  lying  to  the  S.  W. 
Tlie  Ocean  is  conlined  along  its  whole  length  by  a  clean  sandy 
coast,  very  similar  to  that  of  Flanders  or  Holland,  liaving  except 
the  rivers  few  bays  or  Harbors  for  ships,  the  air  is  very  temperate, 
inclining  to  dryness,  healthy,  little  subject  to  sickness.  The 
foui"  seasons  of  the  year  are  about  as  in  France,  or  the  Nether- 
lands the  difference  is,  the  Spring  is  shorter  because  it  begins 
later,  the  Summer  is  warmer  because  it  comes  on  more  suddenly, 
the  Harvest  is  long  and  very  pleasant,  tlie  Winter  cold  and 
liable  to  much  snow  ;  two  winds  ordinarily  prevail :  the  N.  W. 
in  Winter  and  tlie  S.  W.  in  Summerjthe  other  winds  are  not 
common;  the  N.  W.  corresponds  with  our  N. .E.  because  it 
blows  across  the  country  from  the  cold  point  as  our  N.  E.  does. 
The  S.  W.  is  dry  and  hot  like  our  S.  E.  because  it  comes  from 
the  Warm  countries  ;  the  N.  E.  is  cold  and  wet  like  our  S.  W, 
for  similar  reasons.  The  character  of  the  country  is  very  like 
that  of  France  ;  the  land  is  reasonably  hilly  and  level.  To  wit, 
broken  along  the  coast  by  small  Rocky  hills  unfit  for  agriculture ; 
farther  in  the  interior  are  pn'tty  high  Mountains  (generally  ex- 
hibiting great  appearance  of  minerals)  between  which  flow  a 
great  number  of  Small  Rivers,  in  some  places  there  are  even 
some  Lofty  ones  of  Extraordinary  Height,  but  not  many  ;  its 
fei'tHity  falls  behind  no  province  in  Europe  in  excellence  as  in 
cleanness  of  fruits  and  seeds.  There  are  three  principal  rivei'S, 
to  wit:  the  Fresh, 'the  Mauritius^  andtheSouth'  River  all  three 
reasonably  wide  and  deep,  adapted  for  the  navigation  of  lai^e 


1  Connecticut.     2  Hudson. 
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sliips  twenty  five  miles  up'  and  of  common  barks  even  to  the 
falls,  from  the  river  Mauvitius  off  to  beyond  the  Fresh  river 
stretches  a  Canal  that  forms  an  Island,  forty  miles  long,  called 
Long  Island,  which  is  the  ordinary  passage  from  N.  England  to 
Virginia  having  on  both  sides  many  harbours  to"  anchor  in  so 
that  people  make  no  difficulty  about  navigating  it  in  winter. 
The  Counti'y  is  generally  covered  with  trees,  except  a  few  valleys 
and  some  large  Flats  of  Seven  or  Eight  miles  and  less  ;  tlie  trees 
are  as  in  Europe— viz.  Oak,  Hickory,  Chestnut,  Vines.  The 
animals  are  also  of  the  same  species  as  ours,  except  Lions  and 
some  other  sti'ange  beasts,  many  Eeai's,  abundance  of  Wolves 
which  harm  nobody  but  the  small  cattle,  Elks  and  Deer  in 
abundance.  Foxes,  Beavers,  Otters,  Minx  and  such  like.  The 
birds,  which  are  natural  to  the  Country  are  Turkeys  like  ours, 
Swans,  Geese  of  three  sorts.  Ducks,  Teals,  Cranes,  Herons,  Bit- 
terns, two  sorts  of  Heath  fowls  or  Pheasants.  The  Kiver  fish  is 
like  that  of  Europe,  viz.  Carp,  Sturgeon,  Salmon,  Pike,  Perch, 
Roach,  Eel,  &c — In  the  Salt  waters  are  found  Codfish,  Shellfish, 
Herring  and  so  forth,  also  abundance  of  oysters  and  muscles. 

The  Indians  are  of  ordinary  stature,  Strong  and  broad 
shouldered  ;  olive  color,  light  and  nimble  of  foot,  subtle  in  dis- 
positio,n,  of  few  words  which  they  .previously  well  consider, 
hypocritical,  treacherous,  vindictive ;  brave  and  obstinate  in 
;e,  in  time  of  need  right  resolute  to  die.  They  seem  to 
e  all  the  torments  that  can  be  inflicted  on  tJiem  without 
once  uttering  a  sigh— go  almost  naked  except  a  lap  which  hangs 
before  their  nakedness,  and  on  the  shoulders-  a  deer  skin  or  a 
mantle,  a  fathom  square  of  woven  Turkey  featliers  or  peltries 
Sewed  together,  they  make  use  now  greatly  of  Duffels,  Cloths 
Blue  or  Red,  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  visits  of  the 
Christians.  In  winter  they  make  shoes  of  Deer  Skins,  manufac- 
tured after  their  fashion.  Except  their  chiefs,  they  h^ve 
generally  but  one  wife  whom  they  frequently  clim^e  ■wcoidmg 
to  caprice ;  she  must  do  all  the  work,  as  well  com  pUnting  as 
wood  cutting  and  whatever  else  is  to  be  done  Thej  aie  dn  ided 
into  various  nations.     They   differ  even  in  Language,  which 

1  Dutch  milos  one  of  wiiicli  is  e^iial  to  tbieo  Siiglish:  Tr. 
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would  be  altogether  too  long  to  be  narrated  in  this  short  space. 
They  dwell  together  mostly  from  friendship,  in  tribes  over  which 
commaDds  a  chief  who  is  General  and  is  generally  called  Sackema 
possessing  not  much  authority  and  little  advantage.  Unless  in 
theic  dances  and  other  ceremonies.  They  have  hardly  any 
knowledge  of  Gtod,  no  Divine  Worship,  no  Law,  no  Justice,  the 
Strongest  does  what  he  pleases  and  the  Youths  are  master. 
Thefr  weapons  are  the  Bow  and  Arrow,  in  the  use  of  which  they 
are  Wonderful  adepts.  They  live  by  Hnnting  and  Mshing  in 
addition  to  maize  which  the  Women  Plant. 


By  Whom  and  How  Jfew  JYetherland  was  peopled, 

Tlie  subjects  of  the  Lords  States  General  had  frequented  this 
Counti-y  a  long  time  ago  solely  for  the  purpose  of  the  fur  trade. 
Since  the  year  1623  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company 
caused  four  Forts  to  be  erected  in  that  Couiiti7 — Two  on  the 
River  Mam-itius  and  one  on  each  of  the  other  [rivers]  ;  the 
biggest  stands  on  tlie  Point  formed  by  the  Mauritius  river  and 
the  other  mentioned  heretofore  ;  their  Honors  named  it  New 
Amsterdam  ;  and  six  and  thirty  miles  upwaids  another  called 
Orange  that  on  the  South  river  is  Nassaw  and  that  on  Fresh 
Eiver,  the  Good  Hope,  the  Company  Imtii  since  continually 
maintained  garrisons  there ;  In  the  beginning  their  Honors  had 
sent  a  certain  number  ot  Settlers  thither,  and  at  gi'eat  expense  had 
tin-ee  Sawmiils  erected,  which  never  realised  any  Profit  of  conse- 
quence,on  account  of  their  great  chai'ge,  and  a  gi'eat  deal  of  money 
was  expended  for  the  advancement  of  the  country,  but  it  never 
began  to  be  settled  until  every  one  had  liberty  to  trade  with  the 
Indians,  inasmuch  as  up  to  this  time  no  one  calculated  to  remain 
there  longer  than  the  expiration  of  his  bounden  time,  and  there- 
fore did  not  apply  themselves  to  Agriculture.  Yea,  even  the 
Colonie  of  Renselaerwyck  was  of  little  consequence  but  as  soon 
as  it  [the  trade]  was  opened,  many  Servants,  who  had  prospered 
under  the  Company,  applied  for  their  discharge,  built  houses  and 
formed  plantations,  spread  themselves  broad  and  wide,  Each 
seeking  the  best  land,  and  to  be  nearest  thelndians  in  order  thns 
to  trade  with  them  advantageously,  others  bought  Barks  with 
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which  to  trade  goods  at  the  North  and  at  the  South,  and  as  the 
Lords  Directors  gave  free  passage  fromHoUand  thither,  that  also 
caused  many  to  come  ;  On  the  other  hand,  the  English  caine 
botl^  from  Virginia  and  N.  England.  Firstly,  divers  Servants, 
whose  time  with  their  masters  had  expired,  on  account  of  the 
good  opportunity  to  plant  Tobacco  here — afterwards  Families 
and  finally  entire  Colonies,  forced  to  quit  that  place  both  to  enjoy 
freedom  of  conscience  and  to  escape  from  the  Insupportable 
Government  of  N  England  and  because  many  more  commodities 
were  easier  to  be  obtained  here  than  there,  so  that  in'  place  of 
Seven  Bouwmes  and  Ttao  @  three  jtlaniaiions  which  were  liere, 
men  saw  thirty  Botiwedes,  as  well  cultivated  and  stocked  as  in 
Europe.  A  Hundi-ed  Plantations  which  in  Two  or  three  [years] 
would  become  regular  Eouweries.  For  after  the  Tobacco  was 
out  the  ground,  Corn  Was  planted  there  without  ploughing.  In 
winter  men  were  busy  prepaiing  new  lands.  Five  English 
Uolonies  which  by  Charter  had  [settled]  under  us  on  equal  terms 
as  the  others.  Each  of  these  was  in  appearance  not  less  than  a 
hundred  families  strong,  exclusive  of  the  Colonie  of  Eeusselaers 
Wyck  which  is  prospering,  witli  that  of  Myndert  Meyndertsz 
and  Cornelia  Molyn,  who  began  first,  Also,  the  Village  (F/ecA) 
N.  Amsterdam  ai-ound  the  fort,  a  Hundred  families,  so  that  there 
was  appearance  of  producing  supplies  in  a  year  for  Fourteen 
thousand  Souls,  without  straining  the  Country,  and  were  there 
no  want  of  laborers  or  Farm  servants  twice  as  much  could  be 
raised,  considering  that  iifty  lasts  of  Rye  and  filty  lasts  of  Peas 
still  remained  over  ai-ound  the  fort  afler  a  large  quantity  had 
been  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  Indians,  Who  in  a  short  time 
quickly  brought  this  Country  to  nought  and  had  well  nigh 
desti'oyed  this  good  hope,  In  manner  following — 

The  Cause  of  the  JVeu>  JS'etherland  War  and  the  Sequel  /hereof. 

We  have  already  stated  that  the  cause  of  the  population  of  N. 
Netherland  was  the  Liberty  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  We  shall 
now  prove  that  it  also  is  the  cause  of  its  ruin,  producing  two 
contrary  effects,  and  that  not  without  reason  as  shall  appear  from 
the  following. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


JOUaNAL  OF   NEW    HETHEIU.AKD.  7 

This  Liberty  then  which  in  every  respect  was  most  gratefuUy 
received,  of  which  use  should  have  been  made  as  of  a  precious 
gift,  was  very  soon  perverted  to  a  great  abuse.     For  Every  one 
thought  that  now  the  time  Iiad  come  to  make  his  fortune,  with- 
drew himself  from  his  Comrade,  as  if  deeming  him  suspected  and 
the  Enemy  of  his  Desire,  Sought  communication  with  the  Indians 
ii'oai  whom  it  appeared  his  pi"ofit  was  to  be  derived.     That 
created  first  a  division  of  power  of  dangerous  consequence,  la 
opposition  to  their  Mightinesses'  Motto' — produced  altogether 
too  much  familiarity  with  the  Indians  which  in  a  short  time 
brought  forth  contempt,  usually  the  Father  of  Hate— not  being 
satisfied  with  merely  tailing  them  into  their  houses  in  the  cus- 
tomai'y  manner,  but  attracting  them  by  Extraordinary  attention, 
such  as  admitting  them  to  the  table,  laying  napkins  before  them, 
presenting  "Wine  to  them  and  more  of  that  kind  of  thing,  which 
they  did  not  receive  like  Esop's  man,  but  as  their  due  and  desert, 
insomuch  that  they  were  not  content  but  began  to  hate  when 
such  civilities  were  not. shewn  them.     To  this  familiarity  and 
freedom  succeeded  another  Evil.     As  the  Cattle  usually  roamed 
through  the  Woods  without  a  Herdsman,  they  frequently  came 
into  the  Com  of  the  Indians  which  was  nnfenced  on  all  sides, 
committing  great  damage  .there  ;  this  led  to  frequent  complaints 
on  their  part  and  finally  to  revenge  on  the  Cattle  without  sparing 
even  the  horses,  which  were  valuable  in  this  Country.     More- 
over many  of  our's  took  the  Indians  into  service,  making  use  in 
their  houses  of  those  in  their  employ.    Thus  laying  before  them 
our  entire  circumstances,  and  sometimes  becoming  weary  of  their 
work,  they  took  leg-bail  and  stole  much  more  than  the  amount 
of  their  wages,    Tliis  freedom  caused  still  greater  mischief,  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Rensselaerwyck  who  were  as  many  traders  as 
persons.  Perceiving  that  the  Mohawks  were  craving  for  guns, 
which  some  of  them  had  already  received  from  the  English,  pay- 
ing for  each  as  many  as  Twenty  Beavers  and  for  a  pound  of 
powder  as  much  as  Ten  to  Twelve  guilders,  they  came  down  in 
greater  numbers  than  was  their  wont  where  people  were  well 
supplied  with  Guns,  purchasing  these  at  a  fair  price,  thus  realizing 

1  "  Eendracht  maakt  raacht."  -Union  constittites  StvengtJi.    Tr. 
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considerable  pi'olit ;  afterwards  they  obtained  some  from  their 
Meer  Patroon  for  their  self  defence  in  time  of  need,  as  ive  suppose. 
This  extraordinary  gain  was  not  kept  long  a  secret,  the  traders 
coming  from  Holland  soon  got  scent  of  it,  and  from  time  to  time 
brought  over  great  quantities,  so  that  the  Mohawks  in  a  short 
time  were  seen  with  firelocks  powder  and  lead  in  proportion. 
Four  Hundred  armed  men  knew  bow  to  use  their  advantage, 
especially  against  their  enemies  dwelling  along  the  river  of 
Canada,  against  whoia  they  have  now  achieved  many  pi-ofitable 
forays  where  before  they  derived  little  advantage  ;  this  causes 
them  also  to  be  respected  by  the  surrounding  Indians  even  as  far 
as  the  Sea  Coast,  who  must  generally  pay  them  tribute,  whereaa, 
on  the  conti-ai'j,  they  were  formerly  obliged  to  conti'ibute  to 
tiiese,  on  this  account  the  Indians  endeavored  no  less  to  procure 
Gnus,  and  through  the  familiarity  which  existed  bet^veen  them 
and  our  people,  they  began  to  Solicit  them  for  Guns  and  powder, 
but  as  such  was  forbidden  on  pain  of  Death  and  it  could  not 
reraaiu  secret  in  consequence  of  the  general  conversation,  they 
could  not  obtain  them.  This  added  to  the  previous  contempt 
greatly  augmented  the  Imtred  wliich  stimulated  them  to  conspire 
agaiust  us,  beginning  first  by  insults  which  they  every  where 
indiscreetly  uttered  railing  at  us  as  Materiotty  (that  is  to  say) 
the  Cowards — ^that  we  might  indeed,  be  something  on  water, 
but  of  no  account  on  land,  and  that  we  had  neither  a  great  Sachem 
nor  Chiefs. 

[Here  two  pages  are  waniing.'j 

he  ofWitquesclireek  living  N.  E.  of  the  Island  Manhatans,  ■ 
perpeti-ated  another  murderous  deed  in  the  house  of  an  old  man^ 
a  wlieeiwTight,  with  wliom  he  was  acquainted  (having  been  in 
his  son's  service)  being  well  received  and  supplied  with  food, 
pretending  a  desire  to  buy  something  and  whilst  the  old  man  was 
taking  from  the  Chest  the  Clotli  the  Indian  wanted  the  latter 
took  up  an  as  and  cut  his  head  oif,  further  plundering  the  house 
and  ran  away.  This  outi'age  obliged  the  Director  to  demand 
Satisfaction  from  the  Sacliem  who  refnsed  it,  saying,  that  he  was 
sorry  that  twenty  Christians  had  not  been  murdered*  and  that 

1  In  "WestisliestBV  coiiiity — Tr.    2  Xamed  Claes  Coruelis  Swits. 
•  iV(j(e  J.     Capi.  Patrics  letter  21.  August  1641. 
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this  Indian  had  only  avenged  the  death  of  his  Uncle  who  had 
been  slain  over  one  and  twenty  years  by  the  Dutcli,  "Whereupon 
all  the  Commonaity  were  called  together  by  the  Director  to  con- 
sider this  affair,  who  aU  appeared  and  presently  twelve  men 
delegated  from  among  them*  answered  the  propositions,  and 
resolved  at  once  on  war  should  the  mui'derer  be  refused  ;  that 
the  attack  should  be  made  on  them  in  the  liarvest  when  they 
were  hunting  ;  meanwhile  an  effort  should  be  again  made  by 
kindness  to  obtain  justice,  which  was  accordingly  several  times 
sought  for  but  in  vain. 

The  time  being  come  many  obstacles  arose  and  operations 
were  postponed  until  the  year  1643,  when  it  was  resolved  to 
avenge  the  perpetrated  outrage.  Thereupon  spies  looked  up  the' 
Indians  who  lay  in  their  VUlage  suspecting  nothing,  and  eighty 
men  were  detailed  under  the  command  of  Ensign  Hendrick  Van 
Dyck  and  sent  tluther.  The  guide  being  come  witli  the  troops 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Indian  Wigwams  lost  his  way  in  con- 
sequence of  the  dai'kness  of  the  night.  The  Ensign  became  im- 
patient, and  tui'ned  back  without  having  accomplished  any  thing. 
The  joarney,  however,  was  not  without  effect,  for  the  Indians 
■who  remai-ked  by  the  trail  made  by  our  people  in  marching  that 
they  liad  nai-rowly  escaped  discovery,  sought  for  peace  which 
was  granted  them  on  condition  that  they  should  either  deliver 
up  the  murderer  or  inflict  justice  themselves.;  this  they  promised 
font  without  any  result. 

Some  weeks  after  this  Miantenimo,  principal  Safihem  of  Sloops 
bay'  came  here  with  one  hundred  men,  passing  through  all  the 
Indian  ViUagesf  soliciting  them  to  a  general  War  against  both 
the  English  and  the  Dutch,J  whereupon  some  of  the  neighbonring 
Indians  attempted  to  set  our  powder  on  fire  and  to  poison  the 
Director  or  to  inchant  him  by  their  devilry,  as  their  ill  will  was 
afterwards  made  manifest  as  wed  in  fact  as  by  report.  Those  of 
Hackingsack,  otherwise  called  Achter  Col,  had,  with  their  neigh- 
bours kUled  an  Enghshmau,  a  servant  of  one  David  Pietersen, 

•  NoteB.     Their  answer  and  resolution  dSted  the  29tli  August,  1S41. 

1  Narragansetts. 

t  JVofc  C.     The  English  Manifest,  Page  3, 

%  Sate  B.    Capt.  Patricx  letter  dated  2  Jan'y,  1642. 
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and  a  few  days  aftei-  shot  dead  in  an  equally  ti'eacherous  manner 
a  Dutchman,  tvho  sat  roofing  a  honse  in  the  Colonic  of  Meyndert 
Meyndertz*  having  settled  there  against  the  advice  of  the  Director 
and  will  of  the  Indians,  and  by  the  continual  damage  which  theix" 
cattle  committed  caused  no  little  dissatisfaction  to  the  Indians, 
and  contributed  greatly  to  the  War.  The  Commonalty  began 
tlien  to  be  alai'ined,  and  not  without  reason,  having  the  Indians 
daily  in  their  houses.  The  murderers  were  frequently  demanded, 
either  living  or  dead,  even  witli  a  promise  of  reward ;  they 
always  returned  a  scoffing  answer  laughing  s,t  us.  Finally,  the 
Commonalty  seriously  distrusting  the  Director,  suspecting  him 
of  conniving  with  the  Indians,  and  that  an  attempt  was  mailing 
to  sell  Christian  blood  ;t  yea,  that  the  will  of  the  entire  Com- 
monalty was  surrendered  to  him,  and  in  as  much  as  he  would 
not  avenge  blood  they  should  do  it,  be  the  consequences  what  they 
may.  T!ie  Director  advised  Pacham  theSachem,wliointerested 
himself  in  this  matter,  warning  him  that  we  should  wait  no 
longer  inasmuch  as  no  isatisfaction  had  been  given. 

Meanwhile  God  wreaked  vei^eance  on  those  of  Witquescheck 
without  our  knowledge  through  the  Mahicanders  dwelling  below 
Fort  Orange^who  slew  seventeen  of  of  them,.aud  made  prisoners 
of  many  A¥omen  and  Children,  the  remainder  fled  through  a 
deep  snow  to  t!ie  Christians'  houses  on  and  around  the  Island 
Manhatens.  They  were  most  humanely  received  being  half  dead 
of  cold  and  hunger  ;  they  supported  them  for  fourteen  days,  even 
some  of  the  Director's  corn  was  sent  to  them.  A  short  time  after, 
another  panic  seized  the  Indians  which  caused  them  to  Qy  to 
divers  places  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dutch.  This  opportunity  to 
avenge  innocent  blood,  induced  some  of  the  twelve  men  to  re- 
present to  the  Director  that  it  was  now  time,  whereupon  they 
received  for  answer  that  they  should  put  their  request  in  writing 
■which  was  done  by  three  in  the  name  of  them  a)l,|  by  a  petition 
to  be  allowed  to  attack  those  of  Hackingsack  in  two  divisions — 
on  the  Manhatens  and  on  Pavonia.  This  wag  granted  after  a 
protracted  discussion  too  long  to  be  reported  here,  so  that  the 

"  Note  E.    The  order  in  the  Director's  letter  and  in  the  depOBidon  ttevenpon. 
t  Note  F.    Resolve  of  tlie  12  de!ei?!ites  dated  21  Jan'y,  1642. 
t  Note  G.     Theiv  V>'M\on  dnliid  24th  Feh.  IBIS. 
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Design  was  executed  that  same  niglit,  the  Burghers  slew  those 
who  lay  a  small  mite  from  the  fort,  '  aod  the  soldiers  those  at 
Pavonia,  at  which  two  places  ahout  Eighty  Indians  were  killed 
and  thirty  taken  prisoners.  Next  morning  before  the  return  of 
the  troops  a  man  and  a  woman  were  shot  at  Pavonia  who  had 
come  through  curiosity  either  to  look  at,  or  plunder,  the  dead,; 
the  soldiers  had  rescued  a  young  child  which  the  woman  had  in 
her  arms. 

The  Christians  residing  on  Long  Island  aJso  requested  by  peti- 
tion* to  be  allowed  to  attack  and  slay  the  Indians  tliereabout ; 
which  Was  refused,  as  these  especially  liad  done  us  no  harm,  and 
shewed  us  every  friendship — (Yea,  had  even  voluntacily  KUled 
some  of  the  Raritans,  our  enemies,  hereinbefore  mentioned) 
Yet,  notwithstanding!-  some  Christians  attempted  secretly  with 
two  waggons  to  steal  maize  from  these  Indians  which  they  per- 
ceiving endeavored  to  prevent,  thereupon  three  Indians  were  shot 
dead,  two  houses  standing  opposite  the  fort  were  in  return  forth- 
with set  on  fixe.  The  Director  knowing  nought  of  this  sent  at 
once  some  persons  to  enquire  the  reason  of  it.  The  Indians 
shewing  themselves  afar  off,  called  out — Be  ye  our  friends  1  ye 
are  mere  corn  stealers — making  them  also  parties.  This 
induced  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  burnt  houses  to  upbraid 
therewith  one  Mary  n  Adriaenzen,  who  at  his  request  had  led  the 
freemen  in  the  attack  ou  the  Indians,  and  who  being  reinforced 
by  an  English  ti'oop  had  afterwards  undertaken  two  bootless 
Expeditions  in  the  open  field — imagining  that  the  Director  had 
accused  him,  he  being  one  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  he 
determined  to  revenge  himself.^  With  this  resolution  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Director's  house  armed  with  a  .Pistol,  loaded  and 
cocked,  and  a  hanger  by  his  side ;  coming  unawares  into  the 
Director's  room,  he  presents  his  Pistol  at  him,  saying,  Wlj.at 
devilish  lies  art  thou  reporting  ofmel  but  by  the  promptness  of 
one  of  the  bystanders,  the  shot  was  prevented,  and  he  arrested. 
A  short  time  after,  Marine's  man  and  another  entered  the  fort, 

1  At  Corlaer's  Hook.    Tr. 

*  Note  H.     Tlieir  petition  ami  the  answer  thereto,  dated  27  Feb.  1643 

t  Note  I.    Containa  the  information  thereupon. 

%  NoUK.    Histrialtherefor. 
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each  carrying  a  loaded  grni  and  pistol — tlie  first  fired  at  the 
Dii'ector  who  Ijaving  had  notice  withdrew  towai'ds  Ms  house,  the 
balls  passing  into  the  walls  alongside  the  door  behind  him  ;  the 
sentinel  firing  immediately  on  him  who  had  dischai-ged  his  gun, 
brought  him  down.  Shortly  afterwards  some  of  the  Common- 
alty collected  before  the  Director,  riotously  demanding  the 
prisoner  ;  they  were  answered  that  their  request  'should- be  pre- 
sented in  oixisi  and  in  writing,  which  ahont  25  men  did,  they 
therein  asked  the  Director  to  pardon  the  Criminal.  The  matters 
were  referi-ed  to  them  to  decide  conscientiously  tliereupon.  In 
such  wise  thai  they  immediately  went  forth,  without  hearing 
parties  or  seeing  any  complaints  or  documents  :  They  condemn 
him  in  ajine  of  Fivs  Hundred  guilders,  and  to  lemain  three  mmiths 
aiaayfrom  the  Manhatem,  but  on  account  of  the  importance  of 
the  affair  and  some  Considerations,  it  was  resolved  to  send  the 

Crimuial,  with  his  tiial  to  Holland  which 

In  this  Confusion  mingled  with  great  terror  passed  the  winter 
away  ;  the  Seiison  came  for  driving  out  the  Cattle ;  this  obliged 
many  to  desire  Peace.  On  the  other  band  the  Indians  seeing 
also  that  it  was  time  to  plant  maiae,  were  not  less'  solicitous  for 
peace  so  tlmt  after  some  negotiation.  Peace  was  concluded  in  May 
A,".  1643  only  in  consequence  of  the  importimity  of  some  and  the 
opinion  entertained  by  others  that  it  would  be  dm-able. 

The  Indians  kept  still  after  this  Peace,  associating  daily  with 
our  People,  Yea,  even  the  greatest  Chiefs  came  to  visit  the 
Director.  Meanwhile  Pachem  a  crafty  man,  ran  through  all  the 
vill^es  urging  tlie  Indians  to  a  genera!  massacre,  thereupon  it 
happened  that  certain  Indiana  called  Wappingers,  dwelling  six- 
teen miles  up  the  River,with  whom  we  never  had  any  the  least 
trouble,  seized  on  a  boat  coming  from  Fort  Orange  wherein  were 
only  two  men,  and  full  fom-  hundred  Beavers.  This  great  Booty 
stimulated*  others  to  follow  their  example,  so  that  they  seised 
two  hdats  more,  Intending  to  overhaul  the  fourth  also,  from  which 
they  were  driven  off  with  the  loss  of  six  Indians,  Nine  Clu'istians 
including  two  women  were  murdered  in  these  Captured  bai'ks, 
one  woman  and  two  children  remaining  prisoners.    The  other 

*  jVd(b  M.  Tlieir  flolinowledgnient  made  befove  tlie  Englisli  16  January,  1643 ; 
Bngliat  style. 
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Indiana,  so  soon  as  their  maize  was  ripe — followed  this  example, 
and  through  semblance  of  selling  Beavei-s  killed  an  old  man.and 
woman,  leaving  another  man  with  five  wounds  who  however  fled 
to  the  fort  in  a  boat  with  a  little  child  on  his  arm,  who  in  the 
first  outbreak  had  lost  father  &  Mother,  And  now  gi-andfather 
and  grandmother  J  being  thus  twice  through  God's  merciful  bless- 
ing rescued  from  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  first  when  two  years 
old  ;  Nothing  was  now  heard  but  murders  most  of  which  were 
committed  under  pretence  of  coming  to  put  the  Christians  on  their 
guard. 

Finally  they  took  the  field  and  attacked  tlie  bonweries  at 
Pavonia.  There  were  here  at  the  time,  two  slUps  of  war  and  a 
privateer  who  saved  considerable  Cattle  and  Grain.  Probably 
it  was  not  possible  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  four  bonweries 
on  Pavonia,  which  were  burnt,  not  by  open  force,  but  by 
stealthily  creeping  through  the  brush  with  fire  in  hand  thus 
igniting  the  roofe  wliich  are  all  either  of  reed  or  straw  ;  one 
covered  with  plank  was  repeatedly  saved. 

The  Commonalty  were  called  ti^ether,  they  were  sore  distressed. 
They  chose  eight,  in  the  stead  of  the  previous  Twelve,*  persons 
to  aid  in  consulting  for  the  best ;  but  the  occupation  every  one 
had  to  take  care  of  his  own,  prevented  anything  beneficial  beii^ 
adopted  at  that  time — nevertheless  it  was  resolved  that  as  many 
Englishmen  as  were  in  the  Country  should  be  enlisted  who  were 
indeed  now  proposing  to  depart ;  the  third  part  of  these  were  to 
be  paid  by  the  Commonalty ;  tliis  promise  was  made  by  the 
Commonalty  but  was  not  followed  by  the  pay. 

Terror  Increasing  all  over  the  land  the  eight  men  assembled, 
drewf  up  a  proposal  in  writing  wherein  they  demanded  that  dele- 
gates should  be  sent  to  the  North,  to  our  English  neighbours,  to 
request  an  auxiliary  force  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  men,  for 
whose  pay  a  bill  of  Exchange  should  be  given  for  twenty  five 
thousand  guilders,  and  that  N.  Netherland  should  be  so  long 
mortgaged  to  the  Enghsh  as  security  for  the  payment  thereof 
(one  of  the  most  influential  among  the  eight  men  had  by  lettei^ 

•  Nate  N.    Eesolve  of  13  Sept'r.  16*8, 
t  NoU  0.     Dated  Gth  Octob.  1813.' 
X  Note  P.    Dated  9tli  March,  1643. 
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enforced  by  precedents  previously  endeavored  to  persuade  the 
Director  to  tliis  course,  as  they  had  also  a  few  days  before 
resolved*  that  the  Provisions  destined  for  Curasao  should  be 
unloaded  from  the  vessels  and  the  major  portion  of  the  men 
belonging  to  them  detained,  and  to  send  the  Ships  away  thus 
empty.  This  was  not  agreed  to  nor  considered  Expedient  by 
the  Director. 

[Heie  four,  pages  arewanling.] 

[An  expedition   was  despatched  consisting  of  soldiers] 

under  the  command  of  the  Sergeant,  XL  Burghers  under  their 
Captain  Jochem  Pietersen,  XXXV  Englishmen  under  Lieutenant 
Baxter,  but  to  prevent  all  confusion,  Councillor  La  Montaguii 
was  appointed  general.  Coming  to  Staten  Island,,  they  marched 
the  whole  night ;  the  houses  were  empty  and  abandoned  by  the 
Indians ;  they  got  5  or  6  hundred  skepels  of  corn,  burning  the 
retuainder  without  accomplishing  any  thing  else. 

Mayane,  a  Sachem,  residing  8  miles  N.  E.  of  us,  between 
Greenwich  (that  lies  within  our  jurisdiction)  and  Stantfort,  which 
is  English, — a  fierce  Indian  who  alone  dared  to  attack  with  bow 
and  arrows,  three  Christians  armed  with  guns  one  of  wliom  he 
shot  dead  ;  whilst  engaged  with  the  other,  he  was  tilled  by  the 
third  Christian  and  his  head  brought  hither.  It  was  then  known 
and  understood  for  the  first .  time,  that  he  and  his  Indians  had 
done  us  much  injury,  though  we  never  had  any  dilference  with 
Mm.  Understanding  further  that  they  lay  in  their  houses  very 
quiet  and  without  suspicion  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  English, 
it  was  determined  to  hunt  them  up,  and  attack  them  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men  were  sent  thither  under  the  preceding 
command.  The  people  landed  at  Greenwich  in  the  evening 
fi-om  three  Yachts,  marched  the  entire  night  but  could  not  find 
the  Indians,  either  because  the  Guide  had  given  warning  or  had 
himself  gone  astray,  Reti'eat  was  made  to  the  Yachts  in  order 
to  depart  as  secretly  as  possible,  passing  through  Stantfort  some 
Englishmen  were  encountered  who  offered  to  lead  ours  to  the 
place  where  some  Indians  were,  thereupon  four  scouts  were  Sent 
in  divers  directions,  to  discover  them,  who  at  their  return, 

Note  Q.    In  their  resolution  30th  Septemlier,  1643 
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reported  that  the  Indians  had  some  notice  of  our  people  by  the 
salute  which  the  Enghshmen  gave  us,  but  without  any  certainty, 
whereupon  five  and  twenty  of  the  bravest  men  weie  at  once 
commanded  to  proceed  tliither  to  the  nearest  village,  with  ^^eat 
diligence  they  made  the  journey  kilhng  18  or  30  Indians, 
capturiDg  an  old  man,  two  women  and  some  children,  to  exchange 
for  ours.  The  other  troops  on  coming  hither  immediatelj  mthe 
yachts,  found  the  huts  empty. 

The  old  Indian,  captured  above,  having  promised  to  lead  us  to 
Wetq^uegchecli:  which  consisted  of  three  Castles,  sixty  five  men 
were  despatched  under  Baxter  and  Pieter  Cock,  who  found  them 
empty  though  thirty  Indians  could  have  stood  against  Two 
Hundred  Soldiers  inasmuch  as  they  were  constructed  of  plank 
five  inches  thick  nine  feet  higl\  and  braced  around  with  thick 
balk  full  of  port  boles.  Our  people  burnt  two,  reserving  the 
third  for  a  retreat.  Marching  8  or  9  miles  ftirthei-,  they 
discovered  nothing  but  some  huts,  which  they  could  not  surprize 
as  they  were  discovered — they  came  back  Laving  liUled  only 
one  or  two  Indians,  taken  soma  women  and  Children  prisoners 
and  burnt  some  corn.  Meanwhile,  we  were  advised  that 
Pennewitz,'  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  Indians  in 
the  Couqtry,  and  who,  in  the  first  Conspiracy,  had  given  the  most 
dangerous  Council,  To  wit,  that  they  should  wait  and  not  attack 
the  Dutch  until  all  suspicion  had  been  lulled,  and  then  divide 
themselves  equally  through  the  houses  of  the  Christians  and 
slaughter  all  these  in  one  night — was  secretly  waging  war  against 
us  with  bis  tribe  who  killed  some  of  our  people  and"  set  fire  to 
the  houses.  It  was,  therefore,  resolved  to  send  thither  a  troop 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  the  Burghers  under  their 
Company,  the  English  under  the  Sei^eant  Major  Van  der  Hyl^ 
(who  within  a  few  days  had  offered  bis  services  and  was  accepted), 
the  veteran  soldiers  under  Pieter  Cock,  all  under  the  command 
of  M"^  La  Montagne,  to  proceed  hence  in  three  Yachts,  Land  in 
Scouts  Bay  on  Long  Island,  march  towards  Heemstede  (where 
there  Is  an  English  Colonic  dependant  on  us;)  Some  sent  forward 
in  advance  dexterously  killed  an  Indian  who  was  out  as  a  Spy  ; 

1  CMefoftlieCanar3eetvilejKiiigsCo.,L.I.    Ed. 

2  Capt.  John  Underhill.    Ed. 
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our  force  was  divided  into  two  divisions — Van  der  Hil  with 
fourteen  English  towmds  the  smallest,  and  Eigiity  men  towards 
the  largest  vill^e  named  Matsepe,  both  which  were  very 
successful,  iiilling  about  one  himdred  and  Twenty  men  ;  of  ours 
one  man  remained  on  the  field  and  three  were  wounded. 

Our  forces  being  returned  from  this  expedition,  Capt  Van  der 
Hil  was  despatched  to  Stantfort,  to  get  some  information  there 
of  the  Indians.  He  reported  tli^t  the  Guide  who  had  formei-Iy 
served  us,  and  had  gone  astray  in  the  night,  was  now  in  great 
danger  of  his  life  from  the  Indians  of  whom  there  were  about 
five  hundred  together.  He  offered  to  lead  us  there,  to  shew  that 
the  former  mischance  was  not  liis  fault.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
men  were  accordingly  despatched  under  the  afoKesaid  Geh'  Van 
der  Hil  and  Hendrick  van  Djcji  Ensign.  Tliey  embarked  in 
three  Yachts,  landed  at  Greenwich,  where  they  were  obliged  to 
pass  the  night  by  reason  of  the  great  Snow  and  Storm  ;  in  the 
morning  they  marched  N.  W,  np  over  Stony  Hiils  over  which 
some  must  creep,  in  the  evening  about  eight  o'clock  they  came 
within  a  mile  of  the  Indians,  wnd  inasmuch  as  tliey  should  have 
arrived  too  early  and  fiad  to  cross  two  Elvers,  one  of  Two 
hundred  feet  wide  and  three  deep,  and  that  the  men  could  not 
afterwards  rest  in  consequence  of  tlie  cold,  it  was  determined  to 
remain  there  until  about  ten  o'clock.  The  order  was  given  as 
to  the  mode  to  be  observed  in  attacking  the  Indians — they 
marched  forward  towards  the  houses,  being  three  rows  set  up 
street  fashion,  each  Eighty  paces  long,  in  a  low  recess  of  the 
mountain,  alfordmg  complete  shelter  from  the  N.  W.  wind.  The 
moon  was  then  at  the  full,  and  threw  a  strong  light  against  the 
mountain  so  that  many  winters  days  were  not  brighter  than  it 
then  was.  Ori  arriving  there  the  Indians  were  wide  awakejand 
on  their  guard,  so  that  ours  determined  to  charge  and  surround 
the  houses,  sword  in  hand.  They  demeaned  themselves  as 
Soldiers  and  deployed  in  small  bands,  so  that  we  got  in  a  short 
time  one  dead  and  tiVelve  wounded.  They  were  also  so  hard 
pressed  that  it  was  impossible  for  one  to  escape.  In  a  brief  space 
of  time  there  were  couiited  One  hundred  and  Eighty  dead  outside 
the  houses.  Presently  none  durst  come  forth,  keeping  within 
the  houses,  discharging  arrows  through  the  holes.    The  General 
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remarked  that  nothing  else  was  to  be  done,  resolved  ivith  Sergeant 
Major  Van  der  Hii,  to  set  the  huts  on  fire,  whereupon  the  Indians 
tried  every  means  to  escape,  not  succeeding  in  which  they 
returned  back  to  tiie  flames  preferring  to  perish  by  the  fire  thaii 
to  die  by  our  hands.  "What  was  most  wonderful  is,  that  among 
this  vast  collection  of  Men,  Women  and  Children  not  one  was 
heai'd  to  cry  or  to  scream.  According  to. the  report  of  the 
Indians  themselves  the  number  then  destroyed  exceeded  five 
hundred.  Some  say,  full  700,  among  whom  were  also,  35 
Wappingers,  our  God  having  collected  together  there  the  greats* 
number  of  our  Enemies,  to  celebrate  one  of  their  festivals,  from 
which  escaped  no  more  than  eight  men  in  all,  of  whom  even  three 
■were  severely  wounded. 

The  fight  ended,  several  fires  yiexe  built  in  consequence  of 
the  great  cold,  the  wounded,  1 5  in  number,  dressed,  and  sentinels 
being  posted  by  the  General  the  troops  bivouacked  there  for  the 
remainder  of  the  night.  On  tlie  next  day,  the  party  set  out 
much  refreshed  in  good  order,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Stantford  in  the 
evening.  They  marched  with  gTeat  courage  over  that  wearisome 
mountain,  God  affording  extraordinary  sti'ength'to  the  wounded 
some  of  whom  were  badly  hurt ;  coining  in  tlie  afternoon  to 
Stantfort  after  a  march  of  two  days  and  one  night  and  little  rest. 
The  English  received  our  people  in  a  very  friendly  manner, 
affording  them  every  comfort.  In  two  days  they  reached  here. 
A  Thanks-giving  was  proclaimed  on  their  arrival. 


[The  remainder  is  wanting.'^ 
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The  Kev.  IsiAC  Jogubs,  the  ijuthor  of  the  following  early  notice  of  Keiv  Tort 
waa  born  at  Orleans  in  France  10th  Jany  1607,  in  which  city  he  receivBd  the 
rudiments  of  hia  edncation.  He  entered  th^  jesnit  Society  at  Kouea  in  Oct. 
1B24  and  removed  to  the  College  of  La  Fletohe  in  1827.  He  completed  hia 
divinity  at  Clermont  Colbjge,  Paris,  and  was  ordfuned  Priest  in  Februaiy  1630  in 
the  Spring  of  which  year  he  emtiarked  as  a  Missionary  Cor  Canada  and  arrived  at 
Quebec  on  the  and  of  July.  After  a  sojourn  of  %  few  weeks  in  that  city  he 
proceeded  to  the  Huron  country  on  the  3i  Aug.  and  arrived  at  the  new  field  of 
hia  labors  about  the  12th  September.  I?  1641  he  .visited  Pa-uoiiigoTiemhak,  or 
"  the  place  of  the  Shallow  Cataract,"  as  the  Falls  oC  St  Mary  wore  origiually 
called,  on  an  invitation  of  some  O-jibways  toit  made  only  a  brief  stay  there  anil 
retnrned  to  Quebec  in  1612.  He  reembarked  on  the  hrst  of  August  of  that  year 
for  the  Huron  Mission  hut,  on  his  way,  was  captured  by  a  party  of  Mohawlm  wlio 
had  lain  in  ambush  for  his  party,  and  was  hurried  ofi'  a  pdsouer  to  the  enemy's 
country.  Here  he  suffered  every  torture  abort  of  the  stake,  and  had  to  witness 
the  cruel  deaths  of  many  ,of  hia  oompaiiiona.  On  the  Slat  July  164-9,  after  a 
year's  captivity  he  aneceeded  ui. exuding  t|he  ^igih^Qoe  uf.lhls  captors,  and  escaped 
to  the  Dutch  at  Fort  Qrange  <[  AV))any)  by  -ivhom  he  was  most  cordially  received 
and  most  hmnanely  treated.  Thither  hia  Savagemaaters  followed  him,  but  the 
Dutch  preferred  ransoming  to  surrendering  him.  and  forwarded  him  to  New 
Amaterdam,  where  he  was  suitably  ceeeiv.ed  by  Glov.  Kleft,  furnished  with  every 
necessary  and  a  passage  to  Franco.  Alter  having  bSen  shipwreclied  on  the  coast 
of  Enghiud  and  again  stripped  of  aU.  he  had,  he  flnally  reached  the  ITveuch  coast 
in  utter  destitutioa. 

His  stay  .in  Ney  Netherlaud  frpm  iiiuguat  1642  to  Nov.  SJWSiBiiahled  him  to 
drawup  thejprosentliitarastiQgskcitch'.af  tbat.coniitry. 

After  recruiting  his  shattered  sti'ongth,  aM  experiencing  every  attention  at 
Court  and  at  the  hands  of  hia  religious  Superiors,  ho  returned  to  Canada  and  was 
stationed  at  Montreal.  On  peace  being  concluded  with  the  Mohawks,  Father 
Jogaea  waa  'selected  as  ambassador  to  their  country  to  exchange  ratifications. 
Ho  set  out  16th  May  1646,  passed  through  Laltes  Champlain  and  George  (to 
the  latter  of  which  he  gave  the  name.of  St  ^C7'™ii!n!),and  reached  Fort  Orange 
on  4th  June,  and  proceeded  thence-to  the  'Village  of  Onewgiwre,  He  tarried 
here  but  a  short  time,  having  left  on  the  16th,  on  hia  return  to  Three  Rivera, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  29th. 

He  set  out  agcdn  on  the  27th  September  for  the  Mohawk  countiy  i^  his  true 
character,  as  a  Mieaionary  of  the  Gospel,- with  a  deep  presentiment  of  not  returning, 
He  entered  Gftndawage  or  GaunasvagB,  the  scene  of  his  former  captivity,  on  the 
17th  Od«ber  and  was  received  with  blows  !  A  revolution  had  pa-saed  over  the 
Savage  miild.  Jogues,  on  ilia  departure  injune,  had  left. a  hoa.  in  one  'of  the 
lodges,  containinggomel;riflhignCcesearies.'Ha'rvest  came  but  it  was  discovered 
that  the  worm  had  visited  the  Indians' fields  and  devoured  the  crop,  Jogues' 
box,  it  was  to  their  humble  capacities  that  contained  the  Evil  Spirit  which  thus  laid 
waste  their  oonntry,  and  in  revenge  the  Christian  Missionary  was  doomed  to  die. 
In  the  evening  of  the  18th  he  was  invited  to  sup  in  one  of  the  cabins.  On  entering 
the  door  he  received  a  blow  on  the  head  and  fell  dead  on  the  ground.  His  lifeless 
body  WB£  at  once  decapitated ;  the  head  Ssed  on  the  palisades  of  the  village  and 
the  trunk  coat  into  the  Mohawk  river. ' 

Thu8fell,intlie40th  year  of  hlsage,  the  flrat  Catholic  Misaionary  in  Kow 
York-  It  is  supposed  that  he  was  slain  at  Caughnawaga,  in  Montgomery  co,, 
whichiothe  Annals  of  Religion  was  afterwards  known  as  the  "  Mission  of  the 
Martyrs."  A  copy  of  the  ori^nal  French  MS.  and  the  following  Translation, 
were  presented  to  the  Regents  of  the  University,  by  the  Rev.  Father  Mahtiis 
Superior  of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada,    En. 
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By  Kev.  Isaac  Jognes,  S.  J. 

New  Holland  which  the  Dutch  call  iii  Latin  JVovum  Belgium. 
in  their  own  language  Nieuw  Nederland,  that  is  to  say,  Hew 
Low  Countries,  is  situated  between  Vii^inia  aud  'New  England 
The  mouth  of  the  river  called  by  some  Nassau  river  or  the  great 
North  river  (to  distinguish  it  from  another  which  they  call  the 
South  river)  and  which  in  some  maps  that  I  have  recently  seen 
is  also  called,  I  think,  River  Maurice,  is  at  40°  30',  Its  channel 
is  deep,  fit  for  the  largest  ships  that  ascend  to  Manhatfes  Island, 
which  is  seven  leagues  in  circuit,  and  on  which  there  is  a  fort  to 
serve  as  the  commencement  of  a  town  to  be  built  thei-e  and  to 
be  called  New  Amsterdam. 

This  fort  which  is  at  the  point  of  the  island  about  five  or  six 
leagues  from  the  mouth,  is  called  Fort  Amsterdam ;  it  has  four 
regulai-  bastions  mounted  with  several  pieces  of  artillery.  All 
these  bastions  and  the  curtains  were  in  1643  but  rampai-ts  of 
earth,  most  of  which  had  crumbled  away,  so  that  the  fort  could 
be  entered  on  all  sides.  There  were  no  ditches.  There  were 
sixty  soldiers  to  garrison  the  said  fort  and  another  which  they 
had  built  still  further  up  against  the  incursions  of  the  savages 
their  enemies.  They  were  beginning  to  face  the  gates  and 
bastions  with  stone.  Within  this  fort  stood  a  pretty  large' 
church  built  of  stone ;  the  house  of  the  Governor,  whom  they 
called  Director  General,  quite  neatly  built  of  brick,  the  stdre- 
houses  and  barracks. 

On  this  island  of  Manbate  and  in  its  environs  there  may  Well 
be  four  or  five  hundred  men  of  different  sects  and  nations ;  the 
Director  General  told  me  that  there  were  persons  there  of 
eighteen  different  languages :  tliey  are  scattered  here  and  tlfere 
on  the  river,  above  and  below  as  the  beauty  and  convenience  of 
the  spot  invited  each  to  settle,  some  mechanics  however  who 
ply  their  trades  are  ranged  under  the  fort ;  all  the  others  were 
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exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  natives,  wlio  in  the  year  1643, 
wliile  I  was  there  actually  killed  some  two  score  Hollanders  and 
burnt  many  houses  and  barns  MI  of  wheat. 

The  river,  which  is  very  straight  and  runs  due  north  and 
south,  is  at  least  a  league  broad  before  the  fort.  Ships  lie  at 
anchor  in  a  bay  which  forms  the  other  side  of  the  island  and  can 
be  defended  from  the  fort. 

Shortly  before  I  arrived  thei-e  three  large  vessels  of  300  tons 
each  had  come  to  bad  wheat ;  two  had  ibund  cargofes,  the  third 
(loald  not  be  loaded  because  the  savages  had  burnt  a  part  of 
their  grain.  These  ships  came  from  the  West  Indies  where  the 
West  India  Company  usually  keeps  up  seventeen  ships  of  war. 
No  religion. is  publicly  exercised  but  the  Calvinist,  and  ordera 
are  to  admit  none  but  Calvinists,  but  this  is  not  observed,  for 
there  are,  besides  Calvinists,  in  the  Colony  Cathohcs,  English 
Puritans,  Lutherans,  Anabaptists,  here  called  Mnistes  &c. 

When  any  one  pomes  to  settle  in  the  country,  they  lend  him 
horses,  cows  &e,  they  give  him  provisions,  all  which  he  repays 
as  soon  as  he  is  at  ease,  and  as  to  the  land  he  pays  in  to  the 
West  India  Company  after  ten  years  the  tenth  of  the  produce 
which  he  reaps. 

This  country  is  bounded  on  the  New  England  side  by  a  river 
they  call  the  Fresche  river,  which  serves  as  a  boundary  between 
them  and  the  English,  The  English  however  come  very  near 
to  them,  preferring  to  hold  lands  under  the  Dutch  who  ask 
nothing  from  them  rather  than  to  be  dependant  on  English 
Lords  who  exact  rents  and  would  fain  be  absolute.  On  the 
other  side  southward  towards  Virginia,  its  limits  are  the  river 
which  they  call  the  South  ntier  on  which  there  is  also  a  Dutch 
settlement,  but  the  Swedes  have  at  its  mouth  another  extremely 
well  provided  with  men  and  cannon.  It  is  believed  that  tliese 
Swedes  are  maintained  by  some  merchants  of  Amsterdam,  who 
are  not  satisfied  that  the  West  India  Company  should  alone 
enjoy  aU  the  commerce  of  these  pai'ts.  It  is  near  tliis  river  that 
a  geld  mine  is  reported  to  have  been  found. 

See  in  the  work  of  the  Sieur  de  Laet  of  Antwerp  the  table  and 
article  on  New  Belgium  as  he  sometimes  calls  it  or  the  map  ; 
JVbua  Mnglia,  JVovu  Belgium  et  Virginia. 
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It  is  about  fifty  years  since  the  Hollanders  came  to  these  parts. 
The  fort  was  begun  in  the  year  1615:  they  began  to  settleabout 
twenty  years  ago  and  there  is  already  some  little  commerce 
with  Virginia  and  New  England. 

The  first  comers  found  lands  fit  for  use,  formerly  cleared  by 
the  savages  who  previously  had  fields  here.'  Those  who  came 
later  have  cleared  in  the  woods,  which  are  mostly  of  oak.  The 
soil  is  good.  Deer  hunting  is  abundant  in  the  fall.  There  ate 
some  houses  built  of  stone ;  they  make  lime  of  oyster  shells, 
great  heaps  of  which  are  found  here  made  formerly  by.  the 
savages,  who  subsisted  in  part  by  this  fishery. 

The  climate  is  very  mild.  Lying  at  40|°  degrees ;  there  are 
many  European  fruits,  ^as  apples,  pears,  cherries.  I  reached 
there  in  October,  and  found  even  then  a  considerable  quantity 
of  peaches. 

Ascending  the  river  to  the  4311  degree  you  find  the  second  Dutch 
settlement,  which  the  flux  and  reflux  reaches  but  does  not  pass. 
Ships  of  a  hundred  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  tons  can  ascend 
to  it. 

There  are  two  things  in  this  settlement,  which  is  called  Rense- 
laerswick,  as  if  to  say  the  colony  of  Renselaer,  who  is  a  rich 
Amsterdam  merchant :  1^'  a  wretched  little  fort  called  F' 
Orenge,  built  of  logs  with  four  or  five  pieces  of  cannon  of  Ere- 
tenil  and  as  many  swivels.  This  has  been  resented  and  is  main- 
tained by  the  "West  India  Company.  This  fort  was  formerly  on 
an  island  in  the  river,  it  is  now  on  the  main  land  towards  the 
Hiroqnois,  a  little  above  the  said  island.  2n<iiy,  a  colonic  sent 
here  by  this  Renselaer,  who  is  the  Patroon.  This  colonic  is 
composed  of  about  a  hundred  persons,  who  reside  in  some  35  oi 
30  houses,  built  along  the  river,  as  each  one  found  it  most  con- 
venient. In  the  principal  house  resides  the  ?atroon's  agent,  th£ 
minister  has  his  apart,  in  which  service  is  perfbrmed.  There  is  alsc 
a  kind  of  bailiff  here  whom  they  call  Seneschal,  who  administer! 
justice.  All  their  houses  are  merely  of  boards  and  thatched 
As  yet  there  is  no  mason  work,  except  in  the  chimneys.  Thi 
forests  furnishing  many  large  pines,  they  make  boards  by  mean; 
of  their  mills  which  they  have  for  the  purpose. 
They  found  some  pieces  of  ground,  all  ready,  which  tin 
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savages  had  formerly  prepared  and  in  which  they  sow  wheat 
and  oats  for  beer  and  fur  their  horses,  of  which  they  liave  a 
great  stoc];;.  There'  is  little  land  fit  for  tillage,  being  crowded  l)y 
hills  which  are  bad  soil.  This  obliges  them  to  be  separated  the 
one  from  the  other,  and  they  occupy  already  two  or  three 
leagues  of  country. 

Trade  ia  fre«  to  all,  this  gives  the  Indians  all  things  cheap, 
each  of  the  Hollanders  outbidding  his  neighbor  and  being  satis- 
lied  provided  he  can  gain  Some  little  profit. 

This  settlement  is  not  more  than  twenty  leagues  from  the 
Agniekronons,  who  can  be  readied  either  by  land  or  by  water, 
as  the  river  on  which  the  Iroquois  lie  falls  into  that  which 
passes  by  tlie  Dutch ;  but  there  are  many  shallow  rapids  and  a 
liill  of  a  short  half  league  where  the  canoe  lias  to  be  carried, 

There  are  ms,ny  nations  between  the  two  Dutch  settlements, 
which  are  about  thirty  Germai  leagues  apai't,  that  is  about  50 
or  60  French  leagues.  The  Loups,  whom  the  Iroquois  call 
^gotsageriens,  .ai'e  the  nearest  to  Eenselaerwick  and  IT'  Orange. 
War  brealdng  out  some  years  ago  between  the  Iroquois  and  the 
Loups,  the  Dutch  joined  the  latter  against  the  forpier,  but  four 
having  been  taken  and  burnt  they  made  peace.  Some  nations 
near  the  sea  having  murdered  some  Hollanders  of  the  most  dis- 
tant settlement,  the  Hollanders  killed  150  Indians,  men,  women 
and  children ;  the  latter  having  killed  at  divers  intervals  40 
Dutchmen,  burnt  several  houses  and  committed  ravages,  esti- 
mated at  the  time  that  I  was  there  at  200,000  liv.  (two  hundred 
thousand  livres)  troops  were  raised  in  New  England,  and  in 
the  be^nning  of  winter  the  grass  being  low  and  some  snow  on 
the  ground  they  pursued  them  with  six  hundred  men,  keeping 
two  hundred  always  on  the  move  and  constantly  relieving  each 
other,  so  that  the  Indians,  pent  up  in  a  large  island  and  finding 
it  impossible  to  escape,  on  account  of  the  women  and  children, 
were  cut  to  pieces  to  the  number  of  sixteen  hundred,  women 
and  children  included.  This  obliged  the  rest  of  the  Indians  to 
make  peace,  which  still  continues.  This  occurred  in  1643  and 
1644. 

Three  Rivers  in  New  France,  J 
August  3'l,  1646.  { 
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INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  TAKING  UP  LAND  IN  NEW 
NETHERLAND,  IN  THE  FORM  OP  COLONIES  OR  PRIVATE 
BOWERIES.    1650. 

[Hoi.  Doc.  v.] 

If  any  man  be  disposed  to  begin  either  by  himself  or  others, 
Colonies,  Bouweries  or  Plantations  in  New  Netherlaad,  lying  in 
the  Latitude  of  one  and  forty  degrees  and  a  half,  lie  shall  first 
have  to  inform  himself  fully  of  the  situation  of  the  lands  lying 
on  livers,  havens  and  Bays,  in  order  thus  to  select  the  most 
suitable  and  pai-ticularly  the  most  convenient  grounds  :  It  is 
therefore  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  lands  in  New  Netherland 
are  not  all  level  &  flat  and  adapted  to  raising  of  grain,  inasmuch 
as  they  are,  ■with  the  exception  of  some  few  flatts,  generally 
covered  with  timber,  in  divers  places  also  with  large  &  small 
stones. 

In  order,  then  flrst  to  describe  those  lands  which  are  actually 
the  most  convenient  and  best  adapted  tor  early  occupancy,  where 
and  how  located,  Ishall  enumerate  the  following  places,  and 
commend  the  remamder  to  the  consideration  of  proprietors  of 
this  country. 

I  begin  then  at  the  most  easterly  comer  of  Long  Island,  being 
a  point  situate  on  the  Main  Ocean,  inclosing  within,  westward, 
a  large  inland  sea'  adorned  with  divers  fair  havens  and  bays,  fit 
for  all  sorts  of  craft ;  this  Point  is  entirely  covered  with  Trees, 
without  any  flatts  and  is  somewhat  hilly  and  stoney,  very 
convenient  for  Cod  fishing,  which  ia  most  successfully  followed 
by  the  Natives  during  the  Season. 

This  Point  is  also  well  adapted  to  secure  the  trade  of  the 
Indians  in  Wampum  (the  mine  of  New  Netherland)  since  in  and 
about  the  abovementioned  sea  and  the  islands  therein  situate,  lie 
the  cockles  whereof  Wampum  is  made  from  which  great  profit 
could  be  realized  by  those  who  would  plant  a  Colonie  or  hamlet 

1  GirAner's  Bay.    Tr. 
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on  the  aforesaid  hook  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  for  raising 
all  sorts  of  cattle,  for  iishing,  and  the  Wampum  trade. 

It  would  be  necessary,  in  such  case;  to  settle  on'  tlie  aforesaid 
land  some  persons  thoroughly  conversant  with  agriculture  and 
others  with  tlie  fishery. 

Oysterhay,  so  called  from  the  great  abundance  of  fine  and 
delicate  oyster's  wliicli  ai^e  found  there.  This  bay  is  about  a 
short  mile  across,  or  in  width  at  the  mouth ;  deep  and  navigable, 
without  either  rocks  or  sands,  iTins  westwai'd  in  proportion,  and 
divides. itself  into  two  rivers,  which  are  broad  and  clear,  on 
which  said  rivers  lie  fine  maize  lands,  formerly  cultivated  by  the 
Indians,  some  of  which  they  still  work  j  they  could  be  had  for  a 
trifle.  This  land-is  situate  on  such  beautiful  bay,and  rivers  that 
it  could  at  little  cost  be  converted  into  good  fai-ms  fit  tor  the 
plough ;  there  are  here,  also,  some  fine  hay  valleys. 

Marlin  Gerritspi's  bay  or  Martinnefiouck,  is  much  deeper  and 
wider  than  Oyster  bay,  and  runs  westward  in,  divides  into  three 
i-iyers,  two  of  which  are  navigable  ;  the  smallest  stream  runs  up 
in  front  of  the  Indian  village  called  Martinne  houck,  where  they 
have  their  plantations.  This  tribe  is  not  strong,  and  consists  of 
about  30  families.  In  and  about  this  bay  there  were  formerly 
great  numbers  of  Indian  Plantations,  which  now  lie  waste  and 
vacant.  This  land  is  mostly  level  and  of  good  quality,  well 
adapted  for  grain  and  rearing  of  all  sorts  of  cattle ;  on  the  rivers 
are  numerous  valleys  of  sweet  and  salt  meadows ;  all  sorts  of 
river  fish  are  also  caught  there. 

Schotifs  bay,  on  the  East  river,  also  very  open  and  navigaoje, 
with  one  river  running  into  it ;  on  said  river  ai'e  also  fine  maize 
lands,  level  and  not  stony,  with  right  beautiful  valleys.  Beyond 
said  river  is  a  very  convenient  hook  of  land,  somewhat  large, 
encircled  by  a  large  valley  and  river,  where  all  descriptions  of 
cattle  can  be  reared  and  fed,  such  convenience  being  a  great 
aecomniodatioii  for  the  settlers,  who  otherwise  must  search  for 
their  cattle  frequently  several  days  in  the  bush. 

The  coiintry  xm.  the  East  river  between  Greenwich  and  the 
island  Manhattans,  is  for  the  most  part  covered  with  trees,  but 
yet  flat  and  suitable  land,  with  numerous  streams  and  valleys, 
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j:iglit  good  soil  I'oi' grain,  togetlier  with  fcesh  hay  and  meadow 
lands. 

Wiequacskeck,  on  the  North  river,  five  miles  above  New 
Amsterdam  is  very  good  and  suitable  land  for  agriculture,  very 
extensive  maize  land,  on  which  the  Indians  have  planted — pro- 
ceeding from  the  shore  and  inland  'tis  flat  and  mostly  level, 
wen  jvat«red  by  small  streams  and  running  springs.  This  land 
liesbetween  tl>e  Sintinct  and_Armonck  streams  situate  between 
the  East  and  North  rivers.' 

In  tlie  Bay  of  the  North  river,  about  two  miles  from  Sandy 
Hoolc,  lies  an  inlet  or  sniall  bay  ;  on  the  south  shore  of  said  bay, 
called  Neyswesinck,  there  are  also.right  good  maize  lands  which 
have  :n,ot  been  cultivated  by  the  natives  for  a  long  time.  This 
disti'ict  is  ^vell  adapted  for  raising  and  feeding  all  sorts  of  cattle, 
and  is  esteemed  by  many  not  ill-adapted  for  fisheries ;  a  good 
trade  in  furs  could  also  be  carried  on  there,  and  'tis  likewise 
accessible  to  all  large  vessels  coming  from  sea,  which  are  .often 
obliged  to  lie  to  or  anchor  behind  Sandy  Hook,  either  in  conse- 
quence of  contrary  winds,  or  for  want  of  a  pilot. 

The  .district  inhabited  by  a  nation  called  Earitangs,  is  situate 
on  a  fresh  water  river,  tliat  flows  through  the  centre  of  the  low 
land  which  the  Indians  cultivated.  This  vacant  territory  lies 
between  two  high  mountains,  far  distant  the  .one  from  tiie  other. 
This  is  the  handsomest  and  pleasantest  country  that  man  can 
behold,  it  furnished  the  Indians  with  abundance  of  ma.ize,  beans, 
pumpkins,  and  other  fruits.  This  district  was  abandoned  by 
the  natives  for  two  reasons  ;  the  first  and  principal  is,  that  find- 
ing themselyes  unable  to  resist  the  Southern  Indians,  they 
migrated  further  inland  ;  the  second,  becajise  this  country  was 
flooded  every  spring  like  Renselaer's  colonic,  frequently  spoiling 
and  .destroying  their  supplies  of  maize  vhiCh  were  stored  in  holes 
under  ground- 

TlirougSi  this  valley  pass  lai-ge  numbers  of  all  sorts  of  tribes, 
on  their  way  north  oreast,this  land  is  therefore  not  only  adapted 
for  raismg  grain  and. rearing  ^1  description  of  cattle,  but  also 
very  convenient  for  trade  with  the  Indians. 

1  "(VcatcLestBr  County.    Tii 
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On  both  sides  of  the  South  bay  and  South  river  also  lie  some 
handsome  lands,  not  only  suitable  but  very  convenient  for  agri- 
culture and  trade. 

I  have  already  stated  where  the  first  Colonists  should,  in  my 
opinion,  settle,  regard  being  had  to  the  convenience  of  those 
lands  in  the  possession  of  which  other  nations  being  anticipated, 
tliey  would  not  be  able  to  extend  their  pretended  limits  further, 
and  great  peace  and  security  would.be  afforded  to  the  inhabitants. 
I  shall  here  further  state  the  time  when  those  emigrating  hence 
to  and  arriving  in  New  Netherland  will  take  up  land,  and  how 
each  shall  afterwai'ds  earn  a  living  and  settle  in  the  most  econo- 
mical manner  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  country. 

Boors  and  others  who  are  obUged  to  work  at  first  in  Colonies 
ought  to  sail  from  this  country  in  the  fore  or  latter  part  of  win- 
t«r,  in  order  to  arrive  with  God's  help  in  New  Netherland  early 
in  the  Spring,  as  in  March,  or  at  latest  in  April,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  plant  during  that  summer,  garden  vegetables,  maize  and  beans, 
and  moreover  employ  the  whole  summer  in  clearing  land  and 
building  cottages  as  I  shall  hereafter  describe. 

All.  then  who  arrive  in  New  Netherland  must  immediately  set 
about  preparing  the  soil,  so  as  to  be  able,  if  possible  to  plant 
some  wihter  grain,  and  to  proceed  the  nest  winter  to  cut  and 
clear  the  timber.  The  trees  are  usually  felled  from  the  stump, 
cut  up  and  burnt  in  the  field,  unless  such  as  are  suitable 
tor  building,  for  palisades,  posts,  and  raUs,  which  must  be  pre- 
pared duringwinter,  so  as  to  beset  up  in  the  spring  on  tiie  new 
made  land  which  is  intended  to  be  sown,  in  order  that  the  cattle 
may  not  in  any  wise  injure  the  crops.  In  most  lands  is  found  a 
certain  root,  called  r«d  Wortel,  which  must,  before  ploughLug, 
be  extirpated  with  a  hoe,  expressly  made  for  that  purpose. 
This  being  done  in  tfie  winter,  some  plough  right  around  the 
stumps,  should  time  or  circumstances  not  allow  these  to  be  re- 
moved ;  others  plant  tobacco,  maize  and  beans,  at  first.  The 
soil  even  thus  becomes  very  mellow,  and  they  sow  winter  grain 
the  next  fall.  From  tobacco,  can  be  realized  some  of  the 
expenses  incurred  in  clearing  the  land.  The  maize  and  beans 
help  to  support  both  men  and  cattle.  The  farmer  having  thus 
begun,  must  endeavour,  every  year,  to  clear  as  much  new  land 
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as  he  possibly  can,  and  sow  it  with  such  seed  as  he  considers 
most  suitable. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  husbandman  should  take  up  much 
stock  iu  tlie  beginning,  since  clearing  land  and  other  necessary 
labor  do  not  permit  him  to  save  much  hay  and  to  build  barns  for 
stabling.  One  pair  of  draft  horses  or  a  yoke  of  oxen  only  is 
necessary,  to  ride  the  planks  for  buildings  or  palisades  or  rails 
&om  the  land  to  the  place  where  they  are  to  be  set- 

The  farmer  can  get  all  sorts  of  cattle  in  the  course  of  the 
second  summer  when  he  will  have  more  leisure  to  cut  and 
bring  home  hay,  also  to  build  barns  and  houses  for  men  and 
cattle. 

Of  the  building  of  houses  at  first. 
Before  beginning  to  build,  it  will  above  all  things  be  necessary 
to  select  a  weO  located  spot,  either  on  some  river  or  bay,  suitable 
for  the  settlement  of  a  village  or  hamlet.  This  is  previously 
properly  surveyed  and  divided  into  lots,  with  good  streets  accord- 
ing to  tlie  situation  of  the  place.  This  hamlet  can  be  fenced  all 
round  with  high  palisades  or  long  boards  and  clbsed  witli  gates, 
which  is  advantageous  in  case  of  attack  by  the  natives  who 
heretofore  used  to  exhibit  their  insolence  in  new  plantations. 

Outside  the  village  or  hamlet  other  landmust  be  laid  outwhich 
can  in  general  be  fenced  and  prepared  at  the  most  trifling 


Those  in  New  Netherlaud  and  especially  in  New  England,  who 
have  no  means  to  build  farm  houses  at  fii'St  according  to  their 
wishes,  dig  a  square  pit  In  the  ground,  cellar  tashion,  6  or  7.  feet 
deep,  as  long  and  as  broad  aa  they  think  proper,  case  the  earth 
inside  with  wood  all  round  the  wall,  and  line  the  wood  with  the 
bark  of  trees  or  something  else  to  prevenfthe  caving  in  of  the 
earth  ;  floor  this  cellar  with  plank  and  wainscot  it  overhead  for 
a  ceiling,  raise  a  roof  of  spars  clear  up  and  cover  the  spars  with 
bark  or  green  sods,  so  that  they  can  live  dry  and  warm  in  these 
houses  with  their  entire  faniilies  for  two,  three  and  four  years, 
it  being  understood  that  partitions  are  run  through  those  cellars 
which^are  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  family.  The  wealthy  and 
principal  men  in  New  England,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Colonies-, 
commenced  their  first  dwelling  houses  in  this  fashion  for  two 
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reasons  ;  firstly,  in  order  not  to  waste  time  building  and  not  to 
want  food  tlie  nest  season  j  secondly,  in  order  not  to  discourage 
poorer  laboring  people  -^honi  they  brought  over  in  numbers 
from  Fatherland.  In  the  course  of  3  @  4  years,  when  the  country 
became  adapted  to  agriculture,  they  built  themselves  handsome 
liouscB,  spending  on  them  seperal  thousands. 

After  the  houses  are  built  in  the  above  described  manner  or 
otherwise  according  to  each  person's  means  and  fancy,  gardens 
are.  made,  and  planted  la  season  with  all  sorts  of  potherbs,  prin- 
cipally parsnips,  .carrots,  and  cabbage,  which  bring  great  plenty 
into  ithe  husbandinan's  dwelling.  The  maize  can  serve  as  bread 
for  men,  and  food  for  cattle. 

The  hogs,  after  haying  picked  up  their  food  for  some  months 
in  the  woods,  are  crammed  with  corn  in  the  fall ;  when  fkt  they 
are  killed  and  furnish  a  very  hard  and  clean  pork ;  a  good  arti- 
cle for  the  husbandman  who  graduaEy  and  in  time  begins  to 
purchase  horses  and  cows  with  the  produce  of  his  grain  and  the 
increase  of  his  hogs,  and  instead  of  a  cellar  as  albresaid,  builds 
good  farm  houses  and  barns. 

Of  the  necessary  Cattle. 
The  cattle  necessary  in  a  Colonic  or  private  Bouwery  in  Kew 
Netherland,  ai-e  good  mares  and  sound' stallions, 

Yoke  oxen  for  the  plough,  inasmuch  as  in  new  lands  full  of 
roots,  oxen  go  forward  steadily  under  the  plough,  and  horses 
stand  stall,  or  with  a  start  break  the  harness  in  pieces. 

Milch  cows  of  kindly  disposition  and  good  bulls,  sheep,  sows, 
etc.     Fowls  are  well  adapted  to  Eouweries. 

These  Cattle  are  abundant  in  New  Netherlandand  especially  in 
New  England  and'to  be  had  at  a  reasonable  price,  except  sheep 
which  the  English  do  not  sell  and  are  rare  in  New  Netherlaud. 

Prices  of  Cattle. 
Is  Nev  Nethe,hlaj<d  ;  a  young  mare  with  her  2*1  or  third  foal 

costs ' fl.  150  to  160=  m 

A  4  to  5  year  old  stallion  about .  130              =     53 

A  -milch  cow  with  her  S^  or  3"  calf, ... .  100             ==    40 

A  year  old  .sow, 20  @  24  =  8@10 

A  sheep,  being  an  ewe, 20  @  24 
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In  New  England  ;  a  good  mare  sells  for, H.  100  @  120 

A  stallion, 100 

A  milch  cow, 60@70 

A  yearling  sow, 13  @  14 

Sheep  are  not  sold  here. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  a  Cobnie  each  Farmer  has  to  be 
provided  by  his  Landlord  with  at  least  one  yokeof  osen  or  with 
two  mares  in  their  stead  two  cows,  one  or  two  sows,  for  the 
purpose  of  increase,  and  the  use  of  the  farm  and  the  support  of 
his  family. 

If  the  above  cattle  multiply  in  course  of  time  witli  God's 
blessing  the  Eouweries  can  be  fully  stocked  with  necessary 
cattle,  and  new  Bouweries  set  off  with  the  remainder,  as  is  the 
practice  in  Renselaer's  Colonie  and  other  places,  as  so  on  de  novo, 
so  as  to  lay  out  no  money  for  stock. 

All  tarming  implements  necessary  for  the  land  must  be  also 
procured,  except  ws^on  and  plough  which  can  be  made  there. 

And  as  it  is  found  by  experience  io  New  Netherland  that 
farmers  can  with  difficulty  obtain  from  the  soil  enough  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  necessary  victuals  and  support,  those  who 
propose  planting  Colonies  must  supply  their  farmers  and  families 
with  necessary  food  for  at  least  two  to  three  years,  if  not  altogether 
it  must  be  done  at  least  in  part. 

J^ecessary  supplies  for  the  farmer. 

If  no  wheat  or  rye   can  be  had  for  bread,  maize  can  be 

always  had  in  season  from  the  Indians  at  a  reasonable  price. 

The  skepel  costs  ordinarily  10  @  15  stivers  when  bought  from 

tlie  Indians. 

Meaft  Vinegar 

Pork  Pease,  and 

Butter  or  Oil  instead ;  Beans. 

Salad  oil  and  vinegai-  are  not  easy  to  be  had  in  that  country 
except  at  an  excessively  high  price  from  the  Dutch  traders. 

All  tills  being  aiTan^ed  it  must  be  noted  what  description  of 
people  are  best  adapted  for  agriculture  in  New  Netherland  and 
to  perform  the  most  service  ajid  return  the  most  profit  in  the 
beginning. 

Vol.  IV.  3 
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First,  a  person  is  necessary  to  superintend  the  working  men  ; 
he  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  farming, 

Industtlons  country  people,  conversant  with  the  working  and 
cultivation  of  land,  and  possessing  a  knowledge  of  cattle. 

It  would  not  be  unprofitable  to  add  to  these  some  Highland 
boors,  from  the  Velnwe,'  Guhok,'  Cleef,'  and  Berg.' 

Northerners  are  a  people  adapted  to  cutting  down  trees  and 
clearing.  land,  inasmuch  as  they  are  very  laborious  and  accus- 
tomed to  work  in  the  woods. 

Northerners  can  do  almost  anything,  some  can  build  much, 
others  a  little,  and  construct  smaU  craft  which  they  call  yawls. 

Carpenters  who  can  lay  brick. 

Smiths  conversant  with  heavy  work,  curing  cattle  and  pro- 
vided with  suitable  medicines. 

One  or  more  surgeons,  according  to  the  number  of  the  people, 
with  a  chest  well  supplied  with  all  sorts  of  drugs. 

One  or  ftiore  Coopers. 

A  Clei^yraan,  Comforter  of  the  sick,  or  precentor  who  could 
also  act  as  Schoolmaster. 

A  Wheelwright. 

All  other  tradesmen  would  [be  required]  in  time  ;  the  above 
mentioned  mechanics  are  the  most  necessary  at  first.  In  order 
to  promote  population  througii  such  and  other  means,  the  people 
must  be  provided  with  Freedoms  and  Privileges  so  as  to  induce 
them  to  quit  their  Fatherland,  and  emigrate  with  their  families 
beyond  the  sea  to  this  far  distant  New  Netherland.  And  as  poor 
people  have  no  means  to  defray  the  cost  of  passage  and  other 
expenses,  it  were  desirable  that  wealthy  individuals  would  expend 
some  capital,  to  people  this  country  or  at  their  own  expense 
remove  themselves  like  the  English  of  New  England,  with  funds 
and  a  large  body  of  working  men,  and  provide  those  without 
means,  with  land,  dwelling,  cattle,  tools  and  necessai-y  support ; 
and  that,  until  they  could  derive  the  necessary  maintenance  from 
the  soil  and  the  increase  of  cattle,  after  which  time  they  would 

1  The  district  of  Amhem,  in  the  ProYinco  of  Gelderland. 

2  A.  German  town  west  of  Keulen, 

3  Between  the  Rhine  and  the  Gerraan  frentier. 

i  The  Dachy  of  Berp;  is  about  foiii-  or  five  niilea  S^.  East  of  Arnhera. 
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be  able  to  pay  yearly  a,  reasonable  quit  rent  to  their  Lords  and 
Masters  fi-om  the  effects  in  their  possession. 

By  the  population  and  cuMvation  of  the  aforesaid  lands  those 
who  shall  have  disbursed  funds  for  the  removal  of  the  laboring 
classes  the  purchase  of  cattle  and  all  other  expenses,  would,  in 
process  of  some  years,  after  God  had  blessed  the  tillage,  and  the 
increase  of  the  cattle,  derive  a  considerable  revenue  in  gi'ain, 
meat,  pork,  butter,  and  tobacco,  which  form  at  first  the  earliest 
returns,  in  time  can  be  improved  by  industry,  such  as  the  making 
pot  and  pearl  ashes,  clapboards,  knees  for  ship  building,  staves, 
all  sorts  of  pine  and  oak  plank,  masts  for  large  ships,  square 
timber,  and  ash  and  hickory  planks  in  which  a  staple  trade  could 
be  established.  The  English  of  New  England  put  this  iu  prac- 
tice,, as  is  to  be  seen,  after  the  land  had  been  first  brought  to 
proper  condition ;  they  sell  their  provisions  at  the  Caribbean 
Islands,  staves  at  Madeira  and  the  Canaries,  Masts  and  Fish  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  bring  in  return  all  sorts  of  commodities, 
so  much  of  which  returns  as  they  do  not  consume  are  again 
distributed  by  them  thoughout  all  the  Islands  known  and  inhab- 
ited JJi  the  Northern  part  of  America.  So  that  through  the 
variety  of  tlie  returns,  which  of  necessity  was  received,  a  profita- 
ble trade  is  already  established  in  New  England,  which  can  also 
be  right  well  set  on  foot  by  the  Netherlanders,  if  the  population 
of  the  country  were  promoted. 

The  following  is  the  mode  pursued  by  the  West  India  Company  in 
the  first  planting  of  Bouweries. 

The  Company,  at  their  own  cost  and  in  their  own  ships 
conveyed  several  boors  to  New  Netherland,  and  gave  these  the 
following  terms  : — 

The  farmer,  being  conveyed  with  his  family  over  sea  to  New 
Netherland,  was  granted  by  the  Company  for  the  term  of  six 
yeai-s  a  Bouwery,  which  was  partly  cleared,  and  a  good  part  of 
which  was  fit  for  the  plough, 

Tiie  Company  furnished  the  farmer  a  house,  barn,  farming 
implements  and  tools,  together  with  four  horses,  four  cows,  sheep 
and  pigs  in  proportion,  the  usufruct  and  enjoyment  of  wliich  the 
husbandman  should  have  during  the  six  years,  and  on  the 
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expiration  thereof  return  tlienuiuber  of  cattlehe  received.  The 
entire  increase  remained  with  the  fanner.  The  farmer  was 
bound  to  pay  yearly  one  hundred  guilders  ($40)  and  eighty 
pounds  of  butter  rent  for  the  cleared  laud  and  bouwery. 

The  country  people  wlio  obtained  the  above  mentioned 
conditionsall  prospered  during  their  residence  on  the  Company's 
lajids. 

AfteiTvards  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  Company  in  New 
Netherhind  were  distributed  for  some  years  among  those  who 
had  no  means  to  purchase  stock. 

The  risk  of  the  Cattle  dying  is  shared  in  common  and  aflier  the 
expiration  of  the  contract,  the  Company  receives,  if  the  Cattle 
live,  the  number  the  husbandman  first  received,  and  the  increase 
which  is  over,  is  divided  half  and  half,  by  which  means  many 
people  have  obtained  stock  and  even  to  this  day,  the  Company 
have  still  considerable  cattle  among  the  Colonists,  who  make  use 
on  the  above  conditions  of  the  horses  in  cultivating  the  farm  ; 
the  cows  serve  for  the  increase  of  the  stock  and  for  the  support 
of  their  families. 

The  foregoing  is  what  is  necessary  to  be  communicated  at 
present  respectii^  the  establishment  of  one  or  inore  Colonies  and 
relative  to  supplies.  What  regards  the  government  and  preser- 
vation of  such  Colonies ;  and  what  persons  ought  to  be  in 
authority  there  and  who  these  ought  to  be,  I  leave  to  the  wise 
and  prudent  consideration  of  your  noble  High  Mightinesses, 
Meanwhile  I  pray  the  Creator  of  Heaven  and  Eai'tir  to  endow 
your  High  Mightinesses  with  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  wisdom, 
so  that  all  your  High  Migtinesses'  deliberations  may  tend  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Country  and  its  Inhabitants. 
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JOURNAL 

OF  THE 

SECOND    ESOPUS   WAR; 

BY  CAPT.  MARTIN  KREGIER. 

With  an  account  of  the  Massacre  at  Wildwyck, 
(now  Kingston,) 

nd  the  names  of  those  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisonera,  by  the  IncUans  oi 
that  oecaMOn. 

1663. 


TramUted  from  the  origioot  Dutch  US 
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MASSACRE  AT   THE  ESOPUS. 

The  Court  at  WUdwi/ck  to  the  Council  of  JV.  JYetherland. 

Eight  Honorable,  most  respected,  wise,  pindent  aud  veiy  dis- 
creet Lords. 

We,  your  Honors'  faithful  subjects  have  to  report,  pursuant 
to  the  order  of  the  E.'  Hon'''*'  Heer  Director  General,  in  the  form 
of  a  Journal,  that  in  obedience  to  his  Honor's  order,  received  on 
the  30'ii  of  May  last,  we  caused  the  Indian  Sachems  to  be  noti- 
fied on  the  Sth  of  June,  to  be  prepared  to  expect  the  arrival  of 
the  Rt  Hon'^'o  Heer  Director  General,  to  receive  the  promised 
presents,  and  to  renew  the  peace.  This  notification  was  com- 
municated to  them  through  Capt.  Thomas  Chambers,  to  which 
they  answered — "If  peace  were  to  be  renewed  with  them,  the 
Honi>"  Heer  Director  General  should,  with  some  unarmed  per- 
sons, sit  with  them  in  the  open  field,  withoKt  the  gate,  as  it  was 
their  own  custom  to  meet  unarmed  when  renewing  peace  or  in 
other  negotiations."  But  they,,  unmindful  of  the  preceding 
statement,  surprized  and  attacked  us  between  the  hours  of  11 
and  13  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  on  Thursday  the  7">  instant 
Entering  in  hands  through  all  the  gates,  they  divided  and  scat 
tered.  themselves  among  all  the  houses  and  dwellings  in  a  friendly 
manner,  having  with  them  a  little  maize  and  some  few  beans  to 
sell  to  our  Inhabitants,  by  which  means  they  kept  them  within 
their  houses,  and  thus  went  from  place  to  place  as  spies  to  dis- 
cover our  strength  in  men.  And  after  they  had  been  about  a 
short  quarter  of  an  hour  within  this  place,  some  people  on  horse- 
back iTished  through  the  Mill  gate  from  the  New  Village,  crying 
out — "  The  Indians  have  destroyed  the  New  Village  !"  And  with 
these  words,  the  Indians  here  in  this  Village  immediately  fired 
a  shot  and  made  a  general  attack  on  our  village  from  the  rear, 
murdering  our  people  in  their  houses  with  their  axes  and  toma- 
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hawkSj  and  firing -on  them  with  guns  and  pistols;  they  seized 
■whatever  women  and  children  they  could  catch  and  caiTied  them 
prisoners  outside  the  gates,  plundered  the  honaes  and  set  the 
village  on  fire  to  windward,  it  blowing  at  the  time  fi^om  the 
South.     The  remaining  Indians  commanded  all  the  streets,  firing 
from  the  corner  houses  which  they  occupied  and  through  the 
curtains  outside  aloug  the  highways,  so  that  some  of  our  inha- 
bitants, on  their  way  to  their  houses  to  get  their  arms,  were 
wounded  and  slain.    When  the  flames  were  at  their  height  the 
wind  changed  to  the  west,  were  it  not  for  which  the  fire  would 
have  been  rauch  more  destructive.     So  rapidly  and  silently  did 
Murder  do  his  work  that  those  in  different  parts  of  the  village 
were  not  aware  of  it  until  those  who  had  been  wounded  hap- 
pened to  meet  each  other,  in  which  way  the  most  of  the  others 
uiso"  had  warning.    The  greater  portion  of  our  men  were  abroad 
at  their  field  labors,  and  but  few  in  the  village.     Near  the  mill 
gate  were  Albert  Gysbertsen  with  two  servants,  and  Tjerck 
Claesen  de  Wit ;  at  the  Sheriff's,  himself  with  two  carpenters, 
two  clerks  and  one  thresher ;   at  Cornelius  Barentsen  Sleght's, 
himself,  and  his  son  ;  at  the  Domine's,  himself  and  two  carpen- 
ters and  one  labouring  man ;  at  the  guaxd  house,  a  few  soldiers  ; 
at  the  gate  towards  the  river,  Henderick  Joehemsen  and  Jacob, 
the    Brewer ;    but    Hendrick-  Joehemsen    was  very   severely 
wounded  in  his  bouse  by  two  shots  at  an  early  hour.     By  these 
aforesaid  men,  most  of  whom  had  neither  guns  nor  side  arms, 
were  the  Indians,  through  God's  mercy,  chased  and  put  to  flight 
on  the  alarm  being  given  by  the  Sheriff.    Capt.  Thomas  Cham- 
bers, who  was  wounded  on  coming  in  from  without,  issued 
immediate  orders  (with  the  Sheriff  and  Commissaries,)  to  secure 
the  gates  ;  to  clear  the  gun  and  to  drive  out  the  Savages,  who 
were  still  about  half  an  hour  in  the  village  aiming  at  their  per- 
sons, which  was  accordingly  done.    The  burning  of  the  houses, 
the  murder  and  carrying  off  of  women  and  children  is  here 
omitted,  as  these  have  been  already  communicated  to  your 
Honors  tHi  the  W^  June,     After  these  few  men  had  been  col- 
lected against  the  Barbarians,  by  degi-ees  the  others  arrived  who 
it  has  been  stated,  were  abroad  at  their  field  labors,  and  we 
found  ourselves  when  mustered  in  the  evening,  Including  those 
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from  the  new  village  who  .took  refuge  amongst  us,  in  number 
09  efficient  men,  both  qualified  and  unqualified.  The  burnt 
palisades  were  immediately  replaced  by  new  ones,  and  the  peo- 
ple distributed,  during  the  night,  alongthe  bastions  and  curtains 
to  keep  watch. 

On  the  10'''  inst.,  10  horsemen  were  commanded  toridedown 
to  the  Eedoubt'  and  to  examine  its  condition.  They  returned 
with  word  that,  the  soldiers  at  the  Redoubt  had  not  seen  any 
Indians.  They  brought  also  with  them  the  Sergeant,  who  had  gone 
the  preceding  morning  to  tlie  Redoubt,  and  as  he  heard  oa  his 
return  of  the  mischief  committed  by  the  Indians  in  the  village, 
he  went  back  to  the  Redoubt  and  staid  there.  In  addition  to 
the  Sergeant  they  brought  the  men  who  had  fled  from  the  new 
village. 

On  the  Idtti,  towards  evening.  Sergeant  Ohtistiaen  Niessen 
went  with  a  troop  of  soldiers,  sent  ua  by  your  Honors,  being  43 
men,  and  three  wagons,  to  the  Redoubt,  with  letters  for  the 
Manhatans,  addressed  to  your  Honors,  and  to  bring  up  ammu- 
nition from  the  Redoubt.  On  their  return,  the  Indians  made 
an  attempt, .  at  the  first  hill,  to  take  the  ammunition  from  these 
troops.  The  Sergeant  haying  divided  his  men  into  separate 
bodies,  evinced  great  courage  agiunst  the  Indians,  skirmishing 
with  them  from  the  first,  to  past  the  second  hiU,  and -detending 
the  wagons  so  well  that  they  arrived  in  safety  in  the  village. 
He  had,  however,  one  killed  and  six  wounded.  The  dead  man 
was  brought  in  next  morning,  having  heen  stripped  naked, 
and  having  had  his  right  hand  cut  off  by  the  Indians,  Some  of 
the  Indians  were  also  killed,  but  the  number  of  these  is  not 
known.  This  skirmishing  having  been  heard  in  the  village,  a 
reinforcement  of  horse  and  foot  was  immediately  ordered  out, 
but  before  they  arrived  the  Indians  had  been  put  to  flight  by 
the  above  named  Sergeant. 

This,  Right  Hon'''^  Lords,  is  what  we  have  deemed  necessary 
to  communicate  to  you  in  the  form  of  a  journal  as  to  how  and  ia 
what  manner  the  Indians  have  acted  towards  us  and  we  towai-ds 
them  in  the  preceding  circumsfances.    And  we  humbly  and 
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respectfully  request  youi'  Honors  to  be  pleased  to  send  us  hither 
for  the  wounded  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  some  prunes  and 
linen  with  some  wine  to  strengthen  them,  and  whatever  else  not 
obtainable  here  your  Honors  may  think  proper  ;  also,  carabines, 
cutlasses,  and  gun  flints,  and  we  request  that  the  carabines  may 
be  Snaphaunce,  as  the  people  here  are  but  little  conversant  witli 
the  use  of  the  arquebuse  (vyer  roer)  ;  also  some  spui-s  for  the 
horsemen.  In  addition  to  this,  also,  some  reinforcements  in  men 
inasmuch  "as  harvest  will  commence  in  about  14  daya  from  date. 
Herewith  ending,  we  commend  your  Honors  to  Giod's  fatherly 
cai-e  and  protection.     Done,  Wildwyck  this  30""  June  1663. 

EOELOF    SWAHTWOUT, 

the  mark  of  Ai-bert  Gysbertsek, 

TiEitECK  Classen  deWitt, 
Thomas  Chambebs, 
Gysbert  Van  Imbhoch, 
Christiaes  Nyssen, 
Hendbick  Jochemsen, 


LIST  OF  THE  KILLED  IT  WILDWYCK. 

Men. 
Bai-ent  GeiTetsen  murdered  in  front  of  his  house. 

Jan  Alberts  "        in  his  house. 

Lechten  Dirreck  "        on  the  farm. 

Willem  Jansen  Seba  "        opposite  his  door, 

wniem  Jansen  Hap  "        in  Pieter  van  Hael's  house. 

Jan  the  Smith  "         in  his  house. 

Hendrick  Jansen  Looman  "  on  the  farm. 
Thomas  Chambers'  negr6  "  on  the  farm. 
Hey  Olferts  "         in  the  gunner's  house. 

Soldiers. 
Hendrick  Martensen  on  tlie  fiirm 

Dominicus  in  Jan  Alberts'  house. 

Christiaen  Andriesen  on  the  Sfreet. 
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Women. 
Liohten  Dirreck's  wife  burnt,  -vvith  her  lost  fruit,  behind  Earent 

Gerritsen's  house. 
Mattys  Capito's  wife  Icilled  and  burnt  in  the  house. 
Jan  Aibertsen's  wife,  big  with  child,  killed  in  front  of  her 

house. 
Pieter  van  Hael's  wile  shot  and  burnt  in  her  house, 

Childhen. 
Jan  Alberts  little  girl  murdered  with  her  mother. 
Willem  Hap's  child  burnt  alive  in  the  house. 

Taken  Prisoners. 
Master  Gysbert's  wife. '     Hester  DoUwe. 
Sara  the  daughter  of  Hester  Douwe. 
Grietje,  Domine  Laer's  wife. 

Femmetje,  sister  of  Hilletje,  being  recently  married  to  Joost 
Ariaecs. 

Childrek. 
Tjerck  Claessen  de  '^'itt's  oldest  daughter. 
Dominie  Laer's  child. 
Ariaen  Gerritsen's  daughter. 
Two  little  boys  of  Mattys  Roeloffsen. 

Killed  in  the  New  Village: 
Men. 
Marten  Harraensen  found  dead  and  stript  naked  behind  th« 
wagon. 
Jacques  Tyssen  beside  Barent's  house. 
Derrick  Ariaensea  shot  on  his  liorse. 

Taken  prisoners: 
Men. 
Jan  Gerritsen  on  Volckert's  bouwery. 

1  Surgeon  linlivocli's  wife  was  tte  daughter  of  the  Honble  Mr.  La,  MontagnJe, 
Vice  Director  of  fort  Orange. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


■Womea.    Children 


Of  Louwis  du  bois, 

Of  Mattheu  bianchan, 

Of  Antoni  Crupel, 

Of  Lambert  Haybertsen, . , 
Of  Marten  Harmenaen,  . , . 

Of  Jan  Joosten, 

Of  Barent  Hai'inensen, . . . , 
Of  Grietje  Westercamp, . . 

Of  Jan  Barents, 

Of  Micbiel  FerJe,' 

Of  Henderiek  Jochems,  ,. 
Of  Henderiek  Martensen, 
Of  Albert  Heymans, 


Of  MichielFerre,. 
OfWiliem  Hap,  .... 
OfMattysEoeloffsen,. 
Of  Albert  Gerretsen,,, 
OfLichten  Dirrick,.., 


1 

S 

Women  S  Cb'n  26 
Houses  bui'nt  in  Wildwyck. 


Of  Hans  Carolusen,.  - 
OfPietervanHael,.. 
Of  Jacob  boerbans, . . 
Of  Barent  Gerretsen,. 
Of  Mattys, 


Houses  12 
Tbe  new  village  is  entirely  destroyed  except  a  new  uncovered 
bam,  one  rick  and  a  little  stack  of  reed. 

Wounded  in  Wildwyck. 
Tkomas  Chambers,  sbot  in  tbe  woods. 
Henderiek  Jocbemsen,  "  in  bis  house. 
Micbiel  Ferre,'  "    in  front  of  bis  bouse. 

Albert  Gerretsen,  "    in  front  of  his  house. 

Andries  Barents,  "    in  front  of  bis  bouse. 

Jan  du  parck,  "    intbebouseof  AertPietersenTack 

Henderiek  tbe  Heer  Director  General's  Servant  in  the  street  in 
front  of  Aert  Jaeobsen. 
Paulus  tbe  Noorman  in  tbe  street. 
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JOURNAL  OP  THE-  ESOPUS  WAR.    1663. 

On  the  4111  July  we  entered  the  Esopus  Kill  in  front  of  the 
Redoubt  with  the  two  Yaohts,  and  sent  the  Sergeant  Pieter  Ebel 
with  40  men  up  to  the  village  Wildwyck  to  fetch  wagons  ;  he 
returned  to  the  river  side  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
accompanied  by  Serjeant  Christiaen  Nyssen,  60  men  and  9  wagons; 
they  loaded  these  and  departed  with  them  to  the  Village  where 
I  arrived  towards  evening.  Saw  nothing  in  the  world  except 
three  Indians  on  a  high  hiU  near  the  Redoubt. 

Bi"  ditto.  Returned  to  the  water  side  with  60  men,  10  horse- 
men, and  9  wagons  to  bring  up  supplies,  but  saw  scarcely  any- 
thing on  the  way. 

6f>  ditto.  Made  another  journey  to  the  shore  with  10  wagons 
and  brought  up  the  remainder  of  the  supplies,  but  did  not  per- 
ceive anytliing.  In  the  evening  went  for  grass  with  12  wagons 
30  Soldiers  and  10  horsemen  ;  then  saw  10  oj;  13  Indians  calling 
to  each  other  but  nothing  further  transpired. 

7^11  ditto.  Went  again  twice  for  grass  with  50  men  and  13 
horsemen  but  saw  nothing.  Two  Indians  arrived  at  the  fort 
about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  with  a  deer  and  some  fish.  Said 
they  came  from  the  river  side  and  that  tliey  had  been  at  the 
Redoubt  where  they  had  traded  some  fish  for  tobacco  ;  that  they 
had  left  their  Canoe  at  the  Redoubt,  &  that  they  ai-e  Wappinger 
Indians.  Meanwhile  detained  them  and  conveyed  them  to  the 
guard  house. 

8"'  ditto.  Sunday.  About  noon  Came  5  Indians  near  our  fort 
— they  called  out  to  us  to  know  if  we  liad  any  Indians  in  the 
fort  1  To  which,  we  answered,  Yes  :  They  asked,  why  we  de- 
tained them  as  they  were  Wappinger  Indians  t  To  which  we 
answered,  they  ought  to  keep  at  a  distance  as  we  could  not  dis- 
tmguish  one  tribe  of  Indians  from  another,  and  if  we  found  that 
they  had  not  done  any  injury  to  the  Dutch,  we  -should  release 
them.  We  told  them  also,  that  they  must  keep  away  from  here, 
and  go  home,  for  if  we  should  meet  them  in  the  woods  we  would 
kill  them  as  well  as  the  other  Indians — ^if  they  were  desirous  to 
cpme  here  to  speak  to  us,  they  must  stick  up  a  white  i 
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Whereupon  they  answered,  'Tis  well,  adieu;  and  thereupon 
went  their  way.  Immediately  after  their  departure,  sent  out  40 
soldiers  and  10  horsemen  to  look  after  the  cattle,  whether  they 
had  not  been  near  them,  but  on  reaching  these  they  did  not 
remark  any  mischief — they,  therefore,  returned  with  the  cattle 
to  the  fort.  After  the  afternoon  sermon  we  examined  the  oldest 
Indian  as  to  whether  he  was  not  acquainted  with  some  Esopus 
Indians  and  whether  he  would  not  lead  us  to  them — gave  him 
fair  words  and  promised  him  a"present ;  for  the  Dutch  at  tlie 
Esopus  had  told  us  that  some  Indians  dwelt  about  two  miles 
from  there,  wherefore  we  were  resolved  to  go  in  search  of  them 
the  same  evening  with  50  men.  But  this  Indian  said  to  us — Go 
not  there,  for  the  Indians  have  gone  thence  and  dwell  now  back 
of  Magdalen  Island'  on  the  main  land  in  the  rear  of  a  Cripple 
bush  on  the  east  side  of  Fort  Orange  river,  and  number  8  men 
9  women  and  11  children ;  and  he  even  offered  to  guide  us 
thither  if  we  bad  a  boat  to  put  ua  across  the  river,  Wliereupon 
it  was  resolved  by  the  Council  of  War  to  despatch  two  parties 
that  same  evening  to  procure  some  craft  to  put  us  over  the  river. 
I,  therefore,  sent  Seigeant  Christiaen  Nyssen  and  Jan  Peersen, 
each  with  16  men,  to  look  up  a  boat.  The  same  old  Indian 
beti'ayed  his  companion  who  liad  come  with  him  on  the  preced- 
ing day  into  the  fort — stating  that  he  had  assisted  the  Esopus 
Indians  against  the  Dutch,  and  for  so  doing  had  received  in  hand 
6  fathom  of  Sewan,  [wampum] ;  that  9  Wappingej-s  and  30 
Manissings  were  with  the  Esopus  Indians  and  aided  them — also 
that  he  said  they  were  together  about  200  Indians  strong, 

9'i>  ditto.    Monday  I  marched  very  early,  [with  40  Soldiers] 
and  10  horsemen  to  the  water  side  to  ride  up  -  and  planks 

to  construct  a  Cabin  to  store  the  provisions  and  ammunition. 
About  o'clock  the  two  detachments,  I  had  sent  out  in  the 
evening,  to  look  for  craft,  came  to  me  at  the  Redoubt,  but  they 
saw  neither  Indians  nor  boat.  They  were  marched  all  together  to 
fort  Wildwyck  and  arrived  there  about  13  o'clock  Then  sent  30 
men  witli  10  horsemen  out  scouting,  who  returned  about  4 

1  Magdalen  island  13 situate  between  thellpperandLowerEedHookLandiugs. 
Ttese  Indians  muat  therefore  have  been  in  tlie  town  of  Eedhook — Di 


MBiGooi^le 


SECOND    ESOPUS    WAR.  47 

o'clock; had  seen  nothing.  About 6 o'clock PeiterWolfertsen' 
and  Lieutenant  Stilwil  arrived  here  wit!i  their  troops ;  I  then 
immediately  called  a  Council  of  War  and  it  was  resolved  unani- 
mously to  set  out  in  the  evening  with  20  Soldiers  and  12  Indians 
under  the  command  of  Christiaen  Niesen  and  Peiter  WoU'ertsen 
in  order  to  visit  the  East  shore  near-  Magdalen  Island,  to  see  if 
they  could  not  surprize  the  Esopus  Indians  who  were  lying  there  ; 
they  took  the  old  Indian  along  us  a  guide,  who  well  knew  where 
they  lay. 

10*  dito.  I  have  gone  again  to  the  river  side  with  40Soldiei-s 
and  10  horsemen  to  fetch  plank.  In  returning,  the  horse  men 
on  the  right  flank  rode  too  far  from  tliefoof.  soldiers  and  alongside 
the  mountain  on  which  12  to  15  Savages  lay  in  ambush  who 
simultaneously  fired  a  at  the  hoi-semen  one  of  whom  they  shot 
through  the  boot,  and  grazed  a  horse.  On  hearing  this,  we 
immediatety  reinforced  the  cavah-y  with  25  men,  pui-sned  the 
Indians  through  the  mountam  a  good  half  hour,  but  they  would 
not  once  make  a  stand  ;  we  therefore  returned  to  the  wagons 
where  I  had  left  1 5  men  and  marched  together  to  the  Village  ot 
Wildwyck.  In  the  afternoon,  the  scouting  pai'ty  w?nt  out 
again;  I  sent  therewith  Lieutenant  StUwil  with  15  men  of  Ins 
Company  and  Sergeant  Pieter  Ebel  with  28  men  &  20  Indiana 
with  10  iiorsemen.  They  discovered  nothingexcept  a  path  which 
the  Indians  found  by  which  Savages  had  recently  passed  to  their 
fort ;  they  followed  this  a  long  way,  but  saw  nothing.  Mean- 
while, they  returned  all  together. 

ll'h  ditto.  Again  sent  out  a  party  to  the  Mountain  near  the 
water  side,  but  they  saw  nothing  ;  they  returned,  in  the  evening. 
12"'  ditto.  Pieter  Wolfertsen  Si-Sergeant  Niessen  returned  with 
their  troops,  bringing  with  them  one  Squaw  and  three  children 
whom  they  had  captured  ;  they  killed  five  armed  Indians  and  a 
woman;  the  Esopus  Captain  (WeMoiiersie)  was  amongthe  slain; 
they  cut  off  his  hand  which  they  brought  hither.  Had  not  the 
Indian  led.them  astray  and  missed  the  houses,  they  would  have 
surprized  all  the  Indians  who  were  there  to  the  number  of  28, 
with  women  and  children.  For  through  the  mistake  of  the 
Indian,  our  people  first  came  about  midday  where  they  found 

1  Tan  Couweiihoven. 
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the  Indians  posted  and  in  arms.  They  immediately  fell  on  the 
latter  and  routed  and  pursued  them.  lu  the  chase  one  of  our 
soldiers  was'slain.  Meanwhile  the  huts  were  plundered  wherein 
they  found  19  Blankets  9  Kettles  a  lot  of  Sewan,  and  4  Muskets 
belonging  to  the  Indians  who  were  killed.  They  retui-ned  on 
board  with  the  plunder  and  foui'  prisoners,  and  ai-rived  safe 
except  one  of  our  Soldier,s  who  was  bit  in  the  leg  by  a  rattlesnake. 
About  5  o'clock  in  tlie  afternoon,  I  went  with  60  men  to  the 
river  side,  to  bring  up  the  booty  and  prisoners ;  I'etnrned  to 
the  fort  in  the  evening  ;  encountered  no  harm. 

IS""  ditto.  Examined  the  Squaw  prisoner  and  enquired  if 
she  were  not  acquainted  with  some  Esopus  Indians  who  abode 
about  here  1  She  answered  that  some  Cattskill  Indians  lay  on 
the  other  side  near'  the  Sagets  Kill,  but  they  would  not  fight 
against  the  Dutch  ;  says  also  that  an  Indian  on  the  preceding 
eveiiing  before  our  people  attacked  them,  had  brought  news 
from  the  fort  of  the  Esopus  Indians  that  many  J)utch,  English 
and  Indians  had  gone  from  the  Manhatans  to  the  Esopus  and 
that  they  should  be  on  their  guard,  for  the  Hackjnsack  Indians 
had  brought  the  news  to  the  fort  of  the  Esopus  Indians.  Then 
Long  Jacob,  the  Chief  who  lived  tliere  with  the  Indians,  demanded, 
What  should  they  do  1  Should  they  fly  toward  their  fort  or 
rot  1  They  then  concluded  to  remain  there,  for  tlie  Chief  said, 
Were  the  Dutch  to  come  to  the  Fort  and  we  also  were  in  it,  we 
should  be  all  slaughtered ;  tis  best  for  us  to  remain  here  on  the 
opposite  shore  ;  the  Dutch  would  not  learn  much  of  us  ;  States 
also  further,  tliat  the  ludian  had  said  that  40  Manissing  Indians 
had  arrived  at  tlieir  fort,  and  that  40  more  were  to  come  on  the 
next  day ;  further  says,  that  each  night  they  conveyed  tiie 
prisoners  -always  to  a  pai-ticular  place  without  the  fort  and 
remaned  themselves  therein  ;  says  also  that  they  were  resolved 
to  make  a  stand  in  their  fort,  and  that  they  had,  moreover,  in 
their  fort  9  horses  with  which  they  draw  palisades,  and  had  sold, 
a  horse  to  the  Mannissing  Indians ;  that  the  Indians  had  also 
three  houses  in  which  tliey  reside,  these  were  4  hours  farther  off ; 
says  also,  that  one  Sachem  in  the  fort  would  advise  them  to 
negotiate  peace,  but  the  other  Sachems  would  not  listen  to  it ; 
says  Jilso,  that  the  fort  is  defended  by  three  rows  of  palisades, 
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and  thp  houses  in  tlie  fort  encircled  by  thick  cleft  palisades  with 
port  holes  in  them,  and  covered  with  bai-k  of  trees  ;  says  tliat 
the  fort  is  quadrangular  but  that  the  Angles  are  constructed 
between  the  first  and  second  rows  of  palisades  and  that  the 
tliird  row  of  pahsades  stands  full  eight  feet  off  from  the  others 
towards  the  interior,  between  the  two  first  rows  of  pahsades  and 
the  houses,  and  that  the  fort  stands  ou  the  brow  of  a  hill  and  all. 
around  is  table  ]ai)d. 

Sent  also  for  M"^.  Gysbert's  wife '  aud  asked  her  if  it  were  so  t 
She  answered,  it  was  true,  and  said  they  had  built  ii  point  near 
unto  the  water  to  secure  it.  Then  again  examined  the  Wappin- 
ger  prisouer  and  asked,  why  be  had  aidetl  the  Esopus  Indians  1 
Said  it  was  not  true  and  that  his  mate,  the  old  Indian,  had  belied 
him.  Asked  him  if  he  would  guide  us  to  the  fort  of  the  Esopus 
Indians  1  Answered,  Yes ;  and  says  the  Esopus  Indians  are 
about  80  warriors  strong,  but  does  not  Icnow  how  many  have 
come  there  belonging  to  other  tribes.  Says  also  that  the  fort  is 
defended  with  triple  rows  of  palisades,  as  the  Squaw  had  stated. 
Whereupon  the  council  of  war  decided,  firstly  to  await  news 
either  from  above  or  below  as  to  what  the  Mohawks  had  resolved 
respecting  the  prisoners — whether  they  could  have  them  restored 
before  our  troops  slionld  proceed  against  the  Ibrt  to  achieve  the 
self  same  thing.  On  the  same  day  two  detachments  went  out ; 
one  to  scout,  the  other  on  an  expedition,  but  they  returned  in 
the  evening,  having  seen  scarcely  any  thing. 

14*  ditto,  50  men  were  out  again  in  the  woods  behind  the 
new  burnt  village  and  a  scouting  pai'ty,  but  hardly  any  thing 
occurred,  nor  was  any  thing  seen, 

1 5"'  ditto.  The  Heer  de  Decker  arrived  here  with  Jan  Davets 
and  5  Mohawks  ;  had  them  conducted  from  the  river  side  by  50 
men  and  10  horsemen.     Nothing  else  transpired. 

16"!  ditto.  The  Heer  de  Decker  assembled  the  Council  of 
War  and  it  was  resolved  that  Jan  Davets  accompany  the  5 
Mohawks  to  the  fort  of  the  Esopus  Indians  to  see  on  what  terms 
the  Christian  prisoners  will  be  restored,  but  after  divers  dis- 
coiuses  Jan  Davets  declined  going  with  them,  although  the  Heer 

1  She  had  been  taken  prisoner  as  before  stated  by  the  Iiidlana  on  tbe  burmng 
of  the  Tillage  of  Wildwyck  but  had  efifected  her  escape — Ee- 
VoL.  lY.  4 
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de  Decker  had,  the  day  before,  drawn  up  and  ] 
Instruction  for  liim,  but  before  the  time  appointed  he  refused  to 
go.  Meanwliile  it  is  resolved  that  the  Mohawks  should  go 
thither,  and  they  requested  of  us  that  they  might  take  with  them 
some  of  oui'  prisoners  to  present  them  to  the  Esopus  Indians  as  a 
suitable  introduction  to  obtain  some  of  their  prisoners  in  return, 
or  to  induce  them  to'  surrender  them.  The  Council  concluded 
that  a  Captive  Girl  should  be  given  to  tlie  Mohawks  and  about 
63  guilders  in  Sewan  in  order  to  ascertain  what  they  eonld  accom- 
plish thereby  ;  for  it  was  reported  at  Fort  Orange,  as  the  Heer 
de  Decker  informed  ns,  that  the  Esopiis  Indians  had  said — If 
they  could  obtain  payment  for  the  land,  named  tlie  Great  Plot 
{ket  groote  Stuck,)  then  they  should  give  up  all  the  prisonei-s. 
Now,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  whether  this  be  so  or  not. 
Meanwhile,  the  Mohawks  who  were  going  thither  were  directed 
to  Inquire  about  it,  and  they  promised  ns  to  bring  us  an  answer 
the  next  day  about  noon,  Had  3  parties  out  in  the  interim  ;  one 
to  the  shore  to  bring  cattle,  another  for  wood  and  a  third,  scout- 
ing. They  returned  all  at  the  same  time ;  experienced  no 
difficulty. 

17'i>  ditto.  Three  parties  were  out  in  ambush,  but  saw 
nothing. 

18'''  ditto.  Six.  sloops  arrived  here  from  the  Manhatans  in 
which  Juriaen  Blanck  hroi^ht  up  provisions  for  our  troops  ;  liad 
them  conveyed  up  under  a  guard ;  a  party  was  also  in  the  field 
to  protect  those  reaping  the  Baiiey  and  a  party  lay  ia  Amhnsli. 
They  returned  towards  evening ;  saw  notliing, 

IS'ii  ditto.  Sent  out  40  Soldiers  and  10  Indians  scouting,  they 
did  not  meet  any  one.  In  the  evening  about  7  o'clock,  the  tliiee 
Mohawks  returned  from  the  Esopus  Indians,  They  had  brought 
three  Indians  and  two  Dutch  women  and  2  Children  whom  they 
left  about  two  hours  from  Wildwyck ;  said,  they  had  been  freely 
given,  and  had  they  not  been  so  tired,  they  should  have  brought 
them  with  them  to  the  fort ;  said  the  Esopus  Indians  had  aban- 
doned the  fort,  and  had  retired  to  the  Mountains  where  they 
wete  mostly  dispersed  Iiere  &,  there  hunting. 
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20i>  ditto.  Sent  Jan  Davets  with  3  Mohawks  to  the  3  Esopiis 
Indians  who  were  in  the  woods  with  the  abovenaraed  prisoners, 
to  see  it'  be  could  get,  and  bring  with  him  the  four  prisoners  i'l-om 
here,  and  have  a  talk  with  the  Indians  relative  to  the  other  pri- 
soners; whether  they  will  not  restore  these  tons  ;  returned  about 
noon  with  a  woman  whom  one  of  the  Mohawks  had  fetched ; 
but  he,  himself,  had  not  been  witli  the  Indians  as  one  of  the 
Mohawks  had  been  taken  siek  and  he  was  obhged  to  remain  with 
him.  In  the  afternoon  one  of  the  Mohawks  returned  tliither,  he 
took  with  him  half  a  loaf  for  the  prisoners  who  remained  with 
the  above  mentioned 'Esopus  Indians.  Being  come  thei-e,  he 
asked  the  Esopus  Indians  whether  they  would  not  entrust 
the  3  prisoners  to  him  to  convey  them  to  the  Dutch  ;  where- 
upon they  allowed  him  to  take  the  3  prisoners,  witli  whom 
he  arrived  at  the  fort  about  11  o'clock  at  niglit,  but  under 
promise  as  tljpy  informed  us,  that  they  should  have  in  return, 
their  three  prisoners  whom  we  held.  Tlie  prisoners  told  us  that 
the  Esopus  Indians  had  fled  to  a  high  mountain  tlirough  fear  of 
the  Dutch,  and  that  they  lay  here  and  there  in  small  bands,  and 
that  the'  prisoners  were  also  distributed  and  dispersed  among 
them  here  and  there,  and  were  not  together  and  that  they  would 
not  trust  them  in  their  fort,  and  that  the  Indians  daily  threatened 
them — Should  the  Dutch  come  thither,  we  will  give  you  a  Knock 
and  Kill  you  aU  at  once.  Were  thus  a  long  time  in  terror. 
Meanwhile  we  had  some  scouting  parties  out,  who  returned  hav 
ing  seen  nothing — had  also  a  party  to  cut  barley ;  came  back 
safe. 

Sl^t  ditto.  Three  Sloops  Jiave  come  from  the  Manhatans,  with 
which  a  supply  of  provisions  for  this  garrison  has  anived  in  Rut 
Jacobsen's  Yacht.  Sent  three  convoys  to  the  water  side  and 
pai'ties  to  cut  com ;  but  they  saw  nothing.  Sent  tor  the  5 
Mohawks  and  Jan  Davets  acting  as  Interpreter,  informed  them 
what  hisults  the  Dutch  of  Esopus  had  from  year  to  year  experi- 
enced and  suffered  from  the  Indians,  and  that  they  now  even 
this  last  time,  had  murdered  and  carried  off  our  people,  when 
we  had  given  them  no  provocation.  Whereupon  they  an- 
swered, Come,  give  us  a  piece  of  duffels ;  we  shall  aftei'wards 
go  with  it  find  Pee  whether  we  shall  not  be  able  to  recover  all 
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the  prisoners.  It  was  accordingly  resolved  by  the  Heer  de 
Decker  and  Council  of  War,  that  a  piece  of  duffels  should  be 
brought  up  from  the  river  side  and  given  them ;  which  being 
done,  they  took  the  piece  of  duffels,  cut  it  into  three  parts,  and 
thus  departed  with  it  about  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon ;  witli 
them  went  Jan  Davets  with  the  Squaw  and  3  childi'en  who  had 
been  captured  by  us  and  were'  released  in  exchange  for  the  2 
Du-tch  women  and  2  children  whom  the  Indians  had  brought 
back. 

SS'i  ditto.    A  scouting  party  went  out,  but  saw  notliing. 
aSJ  ditto.     A  Pai-ty  went  to  the  river  si3e  to  bring  up  supplies, 
and  three,  to  cut  and  di-aw  grain.    They  experienced  no  inter- 
tuption. 

34'!'  ditto.  Sent  for  all  the  wagons  to  make  a  journey  to  the 
river  side  to  bring  up  the  provisions  which  had  been  sent  hither 
by  the  Executive  government ;  but  only  4  wagons,  came.  As  I 
required  ten,  I  excused  these ;  Some  refused  to  work  for  the 
Company  ;  some  gave  for  answer,  if  another  will  cart  I  also  shall 
cart ;  some  said,  my  horses  are  poor,  I  cannot  cart  j  others  said, 
my  horses  have  sore  backs,  and  other  such  frivolous  answers  that 
I  was  thus  unable,  this  time,  to  bring  up  the  Company's  stores. 
Whereupon  it  vi&s  resolved  by  the  Council  of  War,  that  the 
farmers  should  not  be  furnished  with  any  men  for  their  protec- 
tion in  the  fields,  unless  they  would  assist  hi  bringing  up  the 
Company's  Supphes  from  the  water  side.  Nay,  further — one 
Tjerck  Claesen  de  Wit,  himself  a  magistrate,  would  turn  Lieut. 
Stjlwil's  Soldiers  out  of  a  small  house  they  occupied — he  said, 
he  had  hired  it,  though  he  had,  notwithstanding,  neither  posses- 
sion of  nor  procuration  for  it,  I  gave  him  for  answer,  that  I 
should  remove  them  on  condition  that  he,  as  a  magistrate,  would 
have  them  billetted  ia  other  houses  as  the  men  could  not  lie 
under  the  blue  sky,  and  as  they  had  been  sent  here  by  the  Chief 
government  for  the  defence  of  the  Settlers.  But'  he  made  no 
answer  to  this  ;  and  so  there  are  other  ringleaders  and  refractory 
people  in  this  place.  Meanwhile  the  convoy  which  was  ready 
to  conduct  the  provisions,  was  dismisteach to  its  own postuntil  fur- 
ther orders.  At  noon  I  went  with  atroop  of  Dutch  and  Indians  to 
the  New  Village  where  the  Heer  deDecker  himself  was;  metwith 
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no  interruption.  A  party  was  also  out  with  the  reapers.  In  the 
evening  Jan  Davets  and  the  5  Mohawks  returned  from  the  Esopus 
Indians — they  brought  with  tliem  a  female  prisoner ;  they  would 
not  at  present  release  any  more  prisoners,  evinced  great  fierceness 
and  repeatedly  threatened  to  kill  them,  both  the  Mohawks  and 
Ian  Davets  told — themthey  should  not  release  any  more  prisoners 
unless  they  should  secure  peace  thereby,  and  that  Corlaer  and 
Eentsiaer  should  come  to  their  fort,  and  bring  goods  with  them 
to  conclude  peace  and  to  redeem  the  prisoners  ;  said  that  they 
must  be  within  ten  days  In  their  fort  to  conclude  peace  ;  said, 
that  they  demanded  a  truce  during  that  time.  Jan  Davets  also 
informed  us,  that  he  had  seen  but  4  prisoners  in  the  fort,  and 
that  the  others  were  scattered  far  and  wide ;  says,  there  are 
about  30  warriors  in  the  fort,  and  that  the  others  dwelt  without 
iiere  and  there ;  they  also  said  they  were  determined  to  make  a 
stand  in  the  fort,  whereupon  we  have  resolved  to  go  in  search  of 
them  on  the  first  opportunity. 

25*''  ditto.  The  Heerde  Decker  left  to-day  for  the  Manhatans 
in  the  company's  yacht,  taking  with  him  two  of  the  wounded, 
and  Jan  du  Parck,  Surgeon,  and  two  soldiers  to  take  care  of  the 
sick ;  two  sick  Indians  left  also ;  sent  along  with  them  a  convoy 
and  9  wagons  to  bring  up  the  remainder  of  the  goods.  They 
returned  and  saw  nothing.  Also  sent  out  two  detachments  with 
the  reapers ;  they  did  not  remark  any  thing.  Convened  the 
Council  of  War  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  send  out  an 
expedition  against  the  Esopus  Indians,  which  should  start  the 
nest  day,  if  the  weather  were  favorable. 

26"»  ditto.  The  following  troops  set  out  against  the  Esopus 
Indians,  having  as  a  Guide  a  woman  who  had  been  prisoner 
among  them,  to  wit — of  Captain  Lieutenant  Cregier's  Company, 
91  men ;  of  Lieutenant  Stilwil's,  30  men  ;  lieutenant  Couweu- 
hoven  with  41  Indians ; '  volunteers  from  the  Manhatans,  6  ; 
volunteers  from  the  Esopus,  35  men,  of  whom  11  were  horse- 
men, and  7  of  the  Hon'''^  Company's  negroes,  with  two  pieces 
of  cannon  and  two  wagons,  the  whole  party  provided  each  with 
one  pound  of  powder  and  a  pound  of  ball,  Qi^sof  hard  bread 

1  Those  Indiana  were  of  Long  Island. 
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and  ^  a  soft  loaf,  witli  2ii>«  of  pork  and  I  a.  Dutch  cheese  ;  left 
in  garrison  at  Wildwyck  36  soldiers  and  35  freenjea.  Marched 
out  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  came  in  the  evening 
about  two  great  miles  from  Wildwyck,  where  we  remained  until 
the  moon  rose.  We  then  started  anew,  bntcouldnot  march 
more  than  a  long  half  hour  on  account  of  the  cannon  and  wa- 
gons, which  we  conld  not  get  tlirough  the  woods  at  night.  We 
then  bivouacked  until  day  bi-eak, 

QT"". ditto.  We  got  on  the  right  road  when  day  dawned  and 
continued  our  mai'ch.  On  the  way  we  passed  over  much  stoney 
land  and  hills,  and  had  to  tarry  at  the  swampy,  long,  broken 
and  even  frequent  kills  where  we  halted  and  must  cut  trees  to 
make  bridges  to  pass  over,  and  divers  mountains  were  so  steep 
that  we  were  obliged  to  haul  the  wagons  and  cannon  up  and 
down  with  rapes.  Thus  our  progress  was  slow.  When  ^tiout 
two  miles  from  the  Indian  fort,  sent  forward  Capt.  Lieutenant 
Couwenhoven,  Lieutenant  Stilwi!  and  Ensign  Christiaen  Niessen, 
with  116  men  to  surprise  it,  I  followed,  meauwliile,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  force,  the  guns  and  wagons,  but  on  coming 
within  a  short  mile  of  the  fort,  found  the  way  so  impassable 
that  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  cannon,  as  I  could 
not  get  it  fartlier.  I  left, 40  men  there  and  gave  them  orders  to 
fortify  themselves  and  set  palisades  around,  whicli  they  did,  and 
I  .followed  the  preceding  troop  with  the  remainder  towai'ds  the 
Indian  fort.  On  arriving  there,  found  our  people  in  possession 
of  it,  as  it  had  been  abandoned  bythe  Indians  two  days  betbre. 
Our'lndians  had  caught  a  Squaw  in  the  corn-field,  whither  she 
was  coming  to  cut  maize.  Now  the  evening  falling,  for  it  was 
about  6  o'clock  when  we  came  to  tlie  fort,  we  passed  the  night 
there,  having  found  3  horses  at  their  fort. 

28"|  ditto.  The  Council  of  War  assembled  at  the  breaking 
of  the  day  and  unanimously  resolved  to  go  in  search  of  the  Indians 
to  the  mountain  where  the  above  mentioned  female  had  been  a 
prisoner,  and  to  take  the  captured  Squaw  along.  Whereupon 
Lieutenajit  Couwenhoven  and  Lieutenant  Stilwil  and  Ensign 
Niessen  were  detached  with  140  men,  and  remained  in  the  fort 
with  about  29  men.  The  above  named  troops  then  set  forth 
towards  the  mountain  and  aj-rived  v/here  the  Indians  had  been  ; 
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they  had  left  that  place  also.  The  captured  Squaw  being  asked 
if  she  did  not  know  where  the  Indians  had  fled  to,  said  they 
were  on  a  great,  high  mountain,  wLicli  she  pointed  out  to  them, 
distant  about  2  miles,  whither  they  had  fled  with  the  seven  pri- 
soners they  liad  with  them ;  whereupon  the  officers  resolved  to 
go  to  the  other  mountain  in  search  of  tliem,  which  they  after- 
wai'ds  did  with  their  ti-oops,  after  experiencing  vast  difficulty, 
but  found  no  Indians  there.  The  Squaw  being  again  questioned 
w]iether  she  did  not  know  where  they  were  1  said  they  had 
moved  to  another  mountain,  which  she  pointed,  out,  about  4 
miles  from  there,  but  there  was  no  path  thither.  Being  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill  our  people  saw  9  Indiaas  coming  towards  them, 
whereupon  they  fell  fiat,  intending  thus  to  surprise  the  Indians 
on  their  approach,  but  they  did  not  succeed,  onr  people  being 
noticed  at  a  distance  of  about  3  musket  shots.  Eight  of  them 
ran  off  in  an  oblique  direction,  and  the  ninth  attempted  to  run 
back  to  the  place  whence  they  had  come.  As  our  force  was 
discovered  ou  all  sides,  and  even  our  Indians  said  that  no 
savages  could  be  cauglit  at  this  time  as  they  were  every  where 
fully  informed  of  us,  it  was  resolved  to  return  to  the  fort,  where 
they  aiTived  about  one  o'clock.  After  they  had  taken  some  rest, 
I  convened  the  Council  of  War  to  determine  what  was  now  best 
to  be  done.  They  unanimously  resolved  to  cut  down  their  corn 
and  burn  it,  together  with  last  year's  maize,  which  they  still 
had  in  pita  in  great  abundance  in  their  corn-fields  and  around 
their  fort.  Whereupon  I  went  out  of  their  fort  with  50  men  to 
a  distance  of  a  full  half  mile ;  there  cut  dowh  several  plantations 
of  maize,  threw  into  the  fire  divers  pits  .full  of  maize  and  beans,' 
returned  to  the  fort  at  sun-down  and  saw  that  divers  Indians 
and  horsemen  found  some  pits  with  plunder  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  fort,  which  they  brought  in.  Meaawhile'I  had  the  whole 
party  called  together,  and  told  them  that  all  the  plunder  that 
was  or  should  be  found  was  to  be  in  common,  and  was  so  un- 
derstood by  the  Council  of  Wiir  before  we  started  from  onr  fort. 
Whereupon  one  of  the  Jiorsemen  stepped  out  of  the  troop  and 
said  to  me.  What  we've  found  we'll  Iteep  and  divide  among  us 
horsemen.  To  which  I  said,  that  they  should  not  do  tliat,  for 
they  were  under  command.    AA'hereupen  the  horseman,  named 
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Jan  Heiidricksec,  answered — ^They  ai'e  under  t\ie  command  of 
no  man  but  Long  Peter,  whom  they,  forsooth  !  called  their  Cor- 
net, and  uttered  divers  unmannerly  words  in  presence  of  all  the 
officei's.  Upon  which  I  gave  liim  3  or  3  slaps  of  a  sword,  and 
lie  seemed  as  if  he  would  put  himself  in  a  posture  against  me. 
But  I  being  close  up  to  his  body  he  could  not  act  as  he  wished, 
and  I  said  to  liim  that  I  should  bring  him  to  an  account.  This, 
said  Jan  Hendricksen,  with  one  Albert  HeymUns  Roose,  acted 
insolently  on  tlie  7"i  July.  Whilst  we  were  examining  the  two 
Wappinger  Indians,  in  the  presence  of  the  Schout  and  Commis- 
sai-ies,  in  Thomas  Cliambera'  Kom  a  messenger  came  in  and  said 
that  two  or  thi-ee  booi^  were  wifliout  the  door  with  loaded  guns 
to  shoot  the  Indians  when  they  came  forth.  Whereupon  I  stood 
up  and  went  to  the  door — found  this  Albert  Heymans  Eoose 
and  Jan  Hendricksen  at  the  door  with.theii'  giuis.  Asked  them 
what  they  were  doing  there  with  their  guns  1  They  gave  me 
for  answer,  We  will  shoot  the  Indians.  I  said  to  them,  you 
must  not  do  that,  To  which  they  replied.  We  wUl  do  it  though 
you  stand  by;  I  told  them  in  return,  to  go  home  and  keep 
quiet  or  I  should  send  such  disturbers  to  the  Manhatans.  They 
then  retorted,  I  might  do  what  I  pleased,  they  would  shoot  the 
Savages  to  the  ground,  even  though  they  should  hang  for  it ; 
and  so  I  left  them.  This  Albert  coming  into  the  Council  told 
the  Commissaries  that  one  of  them  should  step  out.  What  his 
intention  with  him  was  I  can't  say.  This  by  way  of  memoran- 
dum.   Meanwhile  arrested  Jan  Hendricksen. 

29'*'  ditto.  Four  parties  went  out  again  to  cut  down  the  corn 
and  to  bnrn  the  old  mai^e.  About  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Some  Indians  made  their  appearance  on  a  high  hill  neai'  tlie  fort  and 
called  out  to  us,  that  they  would  come  and  fight  us  on  the  morrow 
whereupon  we  brought  the  captive  Squaw  out  of  the  fort  to  speak 
to  them,  and  they  called  out  to  her  that  they  should  now  come  and 
^ht  the  Dutch,  for  the  Dutch  had  now  come  and  taken  their 
fort,  cut  their  com  and  burnt  all  their  old  maize  and  that  they 
should  die  of  hunger.  I  said  to  them,  the  Dutch  had  gone  in 
search  of  you  to  the  mountain  but  ye  always  ran  away  and  dare 
not  make  a  stand.  But  the  Indians  would  not  give  any  answer, 
and  80  went  a,vmy 
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SO""  ditto.  We,  in  two  large  parties,  eacli  of  SO  men,  cut 
down  all  the  com  and  bui'nt  the  old  maize  which  remained  in 
the  pits.  Returned  to  the  fort,  all  together,  in  the  evening,  and 
made  preparations  to  set  out  in  the  morning.  Meanwhile  the 
Indians  who  the  day  before  had  called  out  that  they  would  come 
&  fight  us,  did  not  make  their  appearance.  We  cut  down  nearly 
one  hundred  morgens'  of  Maize  and  burnt  above  a  hundred  pits 
full  of  com  and  beans. 

3l5t  ditto.  In  the  morning  at  the  dawn  of  day  set  fii'e  to  the 
fort  and  all  the  houses,  and  while  they  were  in  full  blaze  marched 
out  iu  good  order,  Capt  Lieutenant  Couwenboven  forming  the 
van  guard.  Lieutenant  Stilwil's  Company  the  centre,  and  I  with 
my  company  the  rear  guard.  So  arrived  in  safety  at  our  fort 
about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  with  our  cannon  and  wagon;,. 
Remarked  scarcely  anything  on  the  way.  The  road  or  course 
from  Wildwyck  to  the  fort  of  the  Esopns  Indians  lies  mostly 
south  west,  about  10  [Dutch]  mUes  from  om-  fort. 

1='  August.  In  the  morning  heard  two  shots  from  the  Redoubt 
on  the  river  side.  Sent  off  Ensign  ChrisUaen  Niessen  with  50 
men.  He  found  there  the  Hon'*'*'  Company's  yacht  in  which  the 
Heer  Secretary  van  Ruyven  liad  come.  Had  him  escorted  to  the 
Tillage  of  Wildwyck,  and  did  nothing  more  as  it  was  a  day  of 
Fasting  and  Prayer. 

3^  ditto.  Nothing  occurred  as  it  rained  during  the  whole  day 
and  night. 

3^  ditto.  The  Heer  Secretary  departed  on  his  return  to  the 
Manliatans,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  and  the 
Indians  being  41  in  the  whole,  who  would  not  remain  ahf  longer  ; 
also  5  of  the  Honii'^  Company's  Negroes.  Thi-ougli  great  inter- 
cession and  promise  of  better  behavior  in  future,  the  Council  of 
war  pardoned  Jan  Hendricksen  the  faults  committed  by  him  and 
he  is  released  from  confinement,  Meanwhile  I  had  two  parties 
in  the  field  with  the  reapers  and  one  iu  Ambush.  They  saw 
nothing  and  returned  in  the  evening.  I  this  day  sold,  by  public 
beat  of  drum,  the  three  horses  which  we  had  brought  with  us 
from  the  Indians'  fort. 

1  About  215  Acres— Ed, 
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4?ii  ditto.  A  Mohegau  Indian  came  from  fort  Otauge  j  lie  had 
a  pass  from  Monsieur  Montagnie ;  broiigbt  two  letters,  one  to 
M^  Gysbert  and  one  to  Hendiicli  Jochems ;  there  was  hai-dly 
any  news  in  them  except  that  tlieywere  longing  to  receive  spme 
intelligence  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Esopus.  Convened 
the  Council  of  war  and  invited  thereto  the  Commissaries  of  the 
village  Wildwyck,  sjid  made  this  Ordinance  and  read  it  to  the 
people,  both  freemen  and  military,  and  had  a  copy  affixed  to 
each  3eat  or  Post.     It  is,  word  for  word,  as  follows  : — 

"  Ordinance  made  and  enacted  by  the  Captain  Lieutenant 
and  the  valiant  Council  of  war  at  present  commanding 
the  troops  and  Military  in  the  Esopus  or  Wildwyck. 
"  Whereas  we  learn  by  daily  experience  that  many,  as  well 
military  as  freemen,  are  removing  from  the  Village  Wildwyck, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Capt  Lieutenant  and  Commissaries 
of  this  Village,  Therefore  it  is  necessary  that  timely  provision 
be  made  therefor,  so  that  none  may  at  any  time  Ml  into  the 
hands  of  tlie  hai-barous  Indians,  our  enemies  ;  And  that  families 
every'  day  unnecessarily  waste  and,  fire  off  powder  and  ball. 
Therefore  the  Captain  Lieutenant  and  valiant  Council  of 
war,  wishing  to  provide  for  and  prevent  all  inconveniences  and 
mischiefs  which  may  arise  therefrom,  have  ordered  and  directed, 
as  they  do  hereby  order  and  direct. 
1. 
"  Firstly,  That  no  one,  whether  military  or  freeman  sliall, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Captain  Lieutenant,  Council  of  war 
and  Commissaries  of  this  place,  depart  froin  this  Village  of 
Wildwyck,  either  iu  lai'ge  or  small  bodies,  whether  to  cut  grain 
or  for  any  other  business  whatsoever  it  may  be,  lest.anyof  them 
may  chance  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  barbai'ous  Indians,  our 
enemies ;  and  if  any  one  remove  beyond  this  village  of  ^Vild- 
wyck  without  consent  or  proper  convoy,  whatever  the  business 
or  occasion  may  be,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  and  twenty  guilders 
for  the  first  offence ;  for  the  second  fifty  guilders  and  for  the 
third  offence  an  arbitrary  punishment ;  ind  should  any  one,  in 
violating  and  disobeying  this  order,  happen  to  be  captured  by 
t!ie  Indians,  our  enemies,no  espence  or  trouble  shall  be  incurred 
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for  him,  inasmuch  as  he,  by  his  perverse  and  stiffiiecked  course, 
contrary  to  this  Ordinance,  will  have  brought  down  this 
misfortune  on  himself. 


"  If  any  one  unnecessarily  &  perversely  waste  or  iire  off  his 
powder  and  ball,  be  it  on  the  depai'ture  or  arrival  of  convoys  or 
otherwise,  he  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  pay  a  fine  of  three 
guilders  for  each  shot ;  for  the  second  offence  sis  guilders  and 
for  the  third  offence  suffer  arbitrary  punishment,  unless  when 
desirous  to  discharge  his  gun,  being  out  of  order  or  wet,  he  shall 
ask  permission  .therefor  from  Lis  superior  or  inferior  officer. 
And  for  the  better  observance  and  obedience  of  this  ordinance, 
the  Captain  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  War  hereby  particulai-ly 
and  imperatively  command  all  Superior  officers,  Serjeants,  and 
Corporals  to  pay  strict  attention  that  this  Ordinance  he  observed 
and  respected.  Thus  done  in  the  village  of  Wildwyck  by  the 
Captain  Lieutenant,  Council  of  War  and  the  proper  Commis- 
saries of  said  village,  on  the  4th  of  August  1663." 

Same  date  a  letter  is  also  sent  by  the  Mohegan  Indians  to 
Christoffel  Davids  at  fort  Orange  requesting  him  to  bepleased  to 
come  down  to  the  Esopus  on  important  business  -vvhioh  we  should 
then  explain  and  communicate  to  him, 

SI"  ditto.  Thomas  the  Irishman  arrived  here  at  the  Redoubt 
from  the  Manhatans.  Meanwhile  notliing  was  done  as  it  was 
Sunday,  and  no  detachments  were  sent  out. 

6"i  ditto.  Sent  a  party  of  32  men  to  lie  in  ambush,  and  two 
detachments  with  the  reapers.  They  returned  in  the  evening ; 
perceived  nothing, 

T*  ditto.  Three  detachments  were  sent  out  with  the  reapers  ; 
retui-ned  in  the  evening  without  having  seen  anything. 

8*  ditto.  Sent  out  Ensign  Niessen  with  a  detachment  to  lie 
in'ambush  behind  the  New  Village  which  was  burnt,  and  observe 
the  Indians,  Also  two  parties  with  the  reapers.  They  came 
back  in  the  evening  without  having  noticed  anything. 

9th  ditto.  Three  detachments  were  again  sent  out ;  two  in  the 
field  with  the  reapers  and  one  in  ambush.  They  returned 
towards  evening  having  perceived  nothing. 
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lO'*"  ditto.  Sent  out  two  detachments  ;  one  in  the  field  with 
the  reapers,  the  other  in  ambnsh  behind  tlie  recently  bunit  vil- 
lage, under  the  command  of  Ensign  Niessen,  They  came  in 
towards  evening  without  having  observed  anything.  Some 
yachts  also  touched  at  the-  Redoubt  bringing  letters  from  the 
Manhatans  which  tliey  left  at  the  Redoubt  and  then  sailed  up- 
wards for  fort  Orange. 

11"'  ditto.  Received  this  morning  the  letters  wliich  the 
Yachts  left  at  the  Redoubt ;  had  two  parties  in  the  field  with 
the  reapers ;  they  returned  in  the  evening  without  having  seen 
anything, 

12'ii  ditto.  Sunday.  Nothing  occured  except  sending  two 
convoys  to  the  Redoubt  to  relieve  the  men  who  lay  there  aud  to 
bring  up  some  stores  with  M^,  Gysbert's  wife  coming  from  fort 
Orunge  who  briugs  news  that  the  Northern  Indians  liad  killed 
some  Mohawks  and  a  Mohegan,  whereupon  the  Mohegans  have 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  Mohawks  to  build  a  fort.  Nothing 
else  occurred  here, 

IS""  ditto.  Sent  out  two  detachments  with  the  reapers  and 
one  to  lie  in  ambush.  They  returned  in  the  evening  ;  saw 
nothing.  On  the  same  day  is  made  &  enacted  by  the  Captain 
Tjieutenant  and  the  valiant  Council  of  War  the  following  Ordi- 
nance for  the  maintenance  as  far  as  possible  of  better  order,  and 
the  observance  and  enforcement  of  discipline  among  the  Military, 
and  read  the  same  before  the  Military  and  freemen  and  aflixed 
it  at  each  post.     It  is  word  for  word  as  follows  : — 

"  Ordinance  made  and  enaded  by  the  Captain  Lieutenant 

and  the  valiant  Council  of  War  commanding  the  Military 

in  the  Esopus  and  Village  of  WUdwyck. 

"Whebkis  some  in  this  Village  of  WHdioyck  wlio  follow  the 

ti'ade  of  selling  strong  drink  to  the  military  suffer  some  of  them 

to  get  drunk  not  only  on  week  days  but  especially  on  the  Lord's 

Rest  and  Sabbath  day,  unfitting  them  for  their  proper  duties,  & 

more  especially  creating  confusion  aud  disorderly  conduct ;  the 

Hon'''*  Company's  Servants  not  hesitating  to,  sell,  pawn  and 

pledge  their  own  necessaries  for  strong  drink  to  the  traders  in 

intoxicating  liquors ;  the  traders  also  receiving  the  same  ;  yea, 
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even  not  hesitating  to  give  them  more  credit  and  trust  whether 
they  have  any  thing  to  the  good  or  not.  Therefore  the  Capt, 
Lieutenant  and  valiant  Council  of  War  desirous  to  prevent  as 
muoli  as  possible  al!  disorders  and  mischiefs,  have  therefore 
ordained  and  directed  as  they  hereby  direct  and  ordahi ; — 
1. 
"  That  none  of  the  military,  be  his  rank  whatever  it  may  be, 
presume  to  sell  or  to  pawn  for  any  strong  drink  any  of  the  stores 
advanced  to  him  by  the  Honi>'«  Company  on  his  monthly  wages, 
for  his  needs  and  support,  under  a  fine  of  one  month's  wages. 


"  No  oncj  wljether  military  or  freeman,  following  the  b 
of  selling  strong  drink,  shall  presume  to  take  in  pledge  or  en- 
deavor to  embezzle  any  property  belonging  to  the  military  in 
exchange  for  strong  drink,  under  the  forfeiture  of  the  tapped 
drink  and  to  return  to  the  owner  free  of  cost  and  charges  the 
received  property  and  pay  in  addition  a  fine  of  twelve  guilders 
as  often  sis  he  is  discovered  so  doing. 

"  All  those  who  follow  the  trad6  of  selling  strong  drink  are 
further  warned. not  to  sell  nor  furnish  any  strong  drink  on  the 
Lord's  Rest  and  Sabbath  day  much  less  entertain  any  clubs, 
whether  before  or  after  the  sermon  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  strong 
drink  tapped  on  that  occasion,  and  in  addition  a  fine  of  five  and 
twenty  guilders  as  often  as  they  shall  be  caught  in  tlie  act. 

4. 

"Those  who  sell  strong  drink  are  also  furthi^r  warned  they 
take  heed  not  to  sell  any  to  the  military  either  on  credit  or  on 
account,  be  it  in  what  manner  it  may  be,  on  pain  of  not  being 
paid  therefor,  unless  on  order  of  his  superior  oiBcer.  Thus  done 
by  the  Capt.  Lieutenant  and  Valiant  Council  of  War  in  the'  Vil- 
lage Wildwyck,  this  13th  A-Ugust  1663." 

14^1  ditto.  Sent  out  fifty  reapers  to  the  burnt  village,  called 
the  Great  Plot,  and  sent  with  them  about  thirty  wagons  and  Ensign 
Neissen  with  a  convoy  of  Eighty  men  ;  gave  him  orders  to  remain 
there  all  night  with  the  reapere  and  binders,  and  the  major  pact 
nf  the  wagons  and  forty  men  per  convoy.     The  remaining  forty 
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men  returned  to  Wildwyck,  and  said  Ensign  witli  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  as  well  reapers  and  binders  as  convoys, 
passed  the  night  at  the  Great  Plot  because  it  was  so  distant,  and 
they  could  not  make  up  more  than  one  sheaf  for  they  could 
not  begin  the  work  as  fresh  as  they  wished.  Brought  the  grain 
to  Wildwyck  as  soon  as  it  was  cut  down.  Kept  six  parties  by 
the  way  in  ambush  to  protect  the  said  wagons.  However 
nothing  occured  on  this  day. 

1 5*''  ditto.  Brought  more  grain  from  (he  burnt  Village  where- 
fore I  kept  two  parties  in  ambush  and  one  with  tlie  reapers  and 
two  on  the  i-oad  for  the  protection  of  the  wagons  which  went 
through  and  fro.  Eetumed  in  the  evening  altogether;  observed 
nothing. 

leih  ditto.  Two  parties  are  again  sent  out  to  the  field  with 
the  reapers ;  came  back  in  the  evening  without  having  seen 
anything. 

17^''.  Two  parties  were  again  sent  into  the  field  with  the 
reapers.  Returned  in  the  evenmg  without  seeing  anything. 
Tlie  Heer  Decker  arrived  here  at  the  Redoubt  from  fort  Orange; 
had  him  escorted  to  the  VUlage  Wildwyck,  but  be  did  not  tarry 
here  long  as  his  Honor  was  in  a  hurry  to  depart  again.  Had 
the  said  Heer  de  Decker  escorted  back  to  tlie  river  side  and  then 
be  returned  to  the  Manhatans.  Nothing  occurred  this  day. 
Gave  three  Englishmen  leave  to  go  to  and  return  from  the  Man- 
hatans.   They  belong  to  Lieuteniuit  Stilwil's  Company, 

18*''  ditto.  Had  three  detachments  again  in  the  field  with  the 
reapers ;  they  returned  in  the  evening ;  saw  nothing.  The 
Council  of  War  resolved  and  concluded  to  send  a  patty  three 
miles  from  Wildwyck  to  some  plantations  of  Esopus'  Indians 
planted  with  maize  ;  whereupon  Ensign  Niessen  was  sent  thither 
with  fifty-five  men.  Tliey  went  forth  from  Wildwyck  about  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  and  had  a  Dutchman  named  Jacob  Jansen 
Stontenborgh  for  a  guide. 

191I1  ditto.  Was  this  morning  with  fifty  men  and  sixteen 
wagons  to  the  burnt  Village  to  fetch  grain  ;  came  back  to  WUd- 
wijfc/c  about  eight  o'clock.  Did  not  see  anytliing,  About  noon 
Ensign  Niessen  returned  with  his  troop  from  the  Indian  maize 
land.     Neitlier  saw  nor  noticed  any  lodians.      Al^out  tbrei* 
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o'clock  ill  the  afternoon  Christoffel  Davids  came  from  the  Man- 
hatarjs  in  a  canoe.  Brought  with  him  a  letter  from  the  Heer 
General,  dated  14"'  August,  brought  also  a  letter  &om  Pieter 
Couweulioven  who  lay  with  the  Sloop  in  the  Danskamer. '  The 
letter  was  dated  n""  August,  and  addressed  to  me.  Its  contents 
were,  That  I  should  be  on  my  guard  for  he  was  advised  that  the 
Esopus  Indians  together  with  the  Manissings  and  Wappingers 
were  prepared  to  attack  and  surprize  our  fort  in  about  two  days 
with  four  hundred  men,  and  that  they  also  daily  threatened  him 
in  an  insufferable  manner  ;  he  daily  expected  the  arrival  of  the 
Sachem  who  had  already  been  four  days  gone  about  the  captured 
Christians  to  learn  what  he  should  then  do  and  what  should  be 
the  issue  of  it.  But  he  had  not  received  any  intelligence  in  all 
that  time.  He  also  writes — That  the  Indians  who  lay  there- 
about on  the  liver  side  made  a  great  uproar  every  night,  firing 
"uns  and  Idntekaying,^  so  that  the  woods  rang  again  ;  and  he 
Ipltlwt!  twij   — His  letter  contains  divers 

t1  um  tan  e        CI      t  If  1    Davids   informs    us,    that 

1  e  si  pt  ne  n  ht  tl  tl  e  Indians  in  their  wigwams 
— tl  t  meEpuIln  nl  Sachems  were  thexe  who 
1  ad  f  ur  CI      t  apt     s      tl   th  ra,  one  of  whom,  a  female 

captive,  had  secretly  told  him,  Davids,  that  forty  Esopus  Indians 
had  already  been  near  our  fort  to  observe  the  reapers  and  the 
other  people.  Whereupon  tiie  Council  of  war  resolved  to  send 
for  the  Sheriff,  who  being  come,  an  order  was  banded  him 
directing  him  to  warn  all  the  Inhabitants  not  to  go  from  the  fort 
into  the  fields  without  a  suitable  escort,  as  directed  in  the  pre- 
ceding Ordinance  of  the  4"'  August.    Said  CiiristofFel  Davids 

1  Sis  miles  north  of  Newburgli,  Orange  co.    Ed, 

2  The  Delaware  word,  Gent'keh'n,  *o  dance,  seems  to  be  engrafted  here  into 
the  Dutclilangaf^e.  The  term  is  also  to  be  found  in  Tan  der  Donck's  Beschry- 
mnge  vaa  Meaio  Nederlandt,  wbere  speaking  of  the  amusements  of  the  Indians, 
he  aays — "  Tlie  old  and  middle  aged  conclude  with  Emoking  and  the  yotmg  vtlth 
a  Kintecaw."  S.  Y.  Hiat.  Coll.  2d  Ser.  i.  304.  Again  in  \;jie  Brecdea 
Kaedt  wo  retsd,  "  The  flrat  of  these  Savages  ha^iig  reoeiTed  a  frightful  wound, 
desired  them  to  permit  him  to  danoo  what  is  called  the  Kmte  Kacye,  a  religiouH 

cMtom  obsecTBd  among  them  before  death He  then  ordered  him 

tobstakenout  of  the  fort  and  the  Soldiers  bringing  him  to  the  Beavers  path  (he 
dancing  the  Ernie  Kaeyesii  the  time).    Eb, 
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also  infi>rme(i  us, — that  the  Indians  had  on  shore  several  bowla 
and.  gourds  with  brandy,  which  they  obtained  daily  from  the 
Sloops,  as  the  Indians  had  informed  hira  they  could  get  as  much 
as  they  required  and  whatever  powder  and.  lead  they  wanted. 
Now,  we  cannot  determine  what  this  may  amount  to,  but  this  I 
understand  that  the  woman  who  is  on  board  the  sloop  with 
Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  brought  tour  ankers  of  brandy  with 
her  from  the  Manhafans,  but  none  of  it  came  ashore  here. 

SOti"  ditto.  Lietenant  Couwenhoven  arrived  with  the  yacht 
at  the  Itedouht ;  brings  a  Christian  woman  and  boy  with 
him ;  says  he  gave  about  Eighty  guilders  for  the  youth,  and 
promised  to  give  our  captive  Squaw  for  the  woman.  I^^ft  ninety 
guilders  in  pledge  for  her ;  the  Council  of  War  disapj)roved  of 
his  having  promised-  the  Squaw  in  exchange  as  such  was  Dot 
contained  in  the  Director  General  and  Council's  Instruction  to 
him.  Saysj  the  Indians  promised  him  to  bring  in,  within  two 
days,  all  the  prisoners  they  liad,  and  that  he  should  return  with 
her  to  them  within  that  time.  Says  also,  tliat  two  Mohawks 
coming  from  Ibrt  Orange  in  a  canoe  passed  his  yacht  in  the 
Wappingers  Kill.  They  had  full  four  hundred  pounds  of  lead 
and  over  three  hundred  pounds  of  powder  in  the  canoe.  He 
would  have  them  on  board  but  they  would  not ;  so  they  passed 
by.  The  Dutch  woman,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner,  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  young  daughter  on  entering  the  EsopusKill. 
Nothing  occurred  during  the  day  as  it  rained  almost  incess&ntly, 
and  the  farmers  could  not  go  out  in  the  fields  to  reap  or  to  bring 
in  the  grain. 

21"  ditto.  The  Council  of  War  resolved  to  send  Lieutenant 
Couwenhoven  down  again  witli  the  Sloop.  I  victualled  the  yacht 
and  gave  him  five  Soldiers  additional  for  liis  defence ;  also 
resolved  to  give  him  the  two  Indians  and  the  Squaw  which  we 
had  prisoners,  but  he  is  not  to  leave  them  out  of  his  hands  before 
we  have  our  prisoners  back.  Furnished  him  also  with  an 
Instruction'  as  to  how  he  should  act  therein.  It  reads,  word  for 
word  as  follows : — 
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"  Inst  RUCTION  _/(W  lAeulmant  Pieter  Cmmmhovm. 
"Whereas  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven,   sent  by  the  Hon'iie 
Director  General  &  Council  to  release  the  Christians  captured  by 
the  Esopus  Indians,  lay  several  days  near  the  Wappinger  Indians 
who  acted  as  mediators  in  the  afl'air,  and  as  yet  could  not  effect 
much  except  releasing  one  child  and  a  woman  foi;  which  woman 
he  promised  to  exchange  the  Squawwhohad  been  captured  byua, 
on  condition  that  they  sliould  then  bring  all  the  Chiristian  Captives 
to  the  river  side  and  release  them  ;  and  also  promised  the  Wap- 
pinger  Indians  to  talie  down  ■with  him  the  two  Indians  whom  we 
captured.    The  CouncU  of  War,  therefore,  resolved  and  con- 
cluded to  surrender  the  two  Indians  &  the  Squaw,  but  on  certain 
conditions  and  also  by  express  order  of  the  Hee.r  Director  Gen- 
eral and  Council,  according  to  instruction  accompanying  the  same, 
that  no  prisoners  should  go,  or  be  released,  unless  we  first  had 
all  our  Christians,  prisoners,  out  of  their  hands. 
1. 
"Theretbre,  the.  said  Council  of  War  recommend  and  order 
Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  not  to  surrender  nor  give  up  any 
Indian  or  Squaw  unless  our  Christian  Captives  be  first  released 
and  exchanged  and  placed  in  our  hands,  but  he  is  at  liberty  to 
promise  the  Indians,  if  they  discharge  all  om-  prisoners  and 
restore  them  to  us,  that  they  shall  then  again  have  and  regain  their 
prisoners,  either  in  exchange  or  in  some  other  manner  as  shall 
then  be  agreed  to  and  arranged. 
3. 
"  Should  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  see  no  probability  of  obtain- 
ing back,  receiving  or  releasing  our  captives,  and  the  Indians  be 
obstinately  opposed  to  the  discharge  or  release  thereof  he  may 
watch  his  time  and  opportunity  to  seize  as  many  Esopus  Indians 
as  possible,  either  on  land  or  by  inducing  them  with  lair  words 
to  go  on  board,  according  as  opportunities  shaU  then  offer ;  or  if 
many  Esopus  Indians  should  come  thither  with  the  Christian 
Captives  and  refuse  to  surrender  or  give  these  up,  he  shaU  then 
endeavor. to  detain  them  on  shore,  whether  by  means  of  intoxi- 
catuig  liquors  or  by,  any  other  means  he  shall  at  the  time  judge 
most  expedient,  and  then  advise  us  immediately  thereof  bv  a 
Vol.  IV.  5 
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yacht  that  may  come  there,  in  oi'der  that  we  may  regulate  otu'- 
selves  aecordmgly  as  much  as  lies  in  our  power  so  astoam'prize 
and  seize  them.    Done,  Wildwyck,  the  31  =»  August  1663." 

Escorted  said  Couwenhoven  to  the  Redoubt  on  the  river's  side 
and  he  sailed  again  to  the  Wappingers  in  the  yacht.  A  party 
was  also  in  the  iield  with  the  boors  ;  they  retunied,home  without 
seeing  anything. 

22"'!  ditto.  Sent  out  one  escort  with  -tlie  reapers  and  two 
parties  to  lie  in  ambush,  biit  it  commenced  raining  about  noon 
and  they  came  in.  The  rain  came  down  in  such  torrents  that  tlio 
boors  were  obliged  to  take  up  the  Bridge  lest  it  be  carried  away 
as  it  was  three  weeks  ago.  It  js  to  be  feared  that  considerable 
grain  will  be  desti'oyed  in  the  field  for  want  of  i-eapets,in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  rain  tjjat  has  fallen,  for  a  great  deal  of  grain 
lies  under  water  and  the  i'armers  on  an  average  havenot  harvested 
above  one  fourth  part  of  it.  Nothing  else  occurred  to  day, 
except-that  the  greiit  rain  carried  away  several  of  the  palisades 
of  the  fort. 

23^  ditto.  Sent  an  Order  to  the  Sheriff  and  Commissaries  and 
directed  ■  them  to  have  the  palisade  of  the  fort  replaced.  It 
reads  word  for  word  as  follows  :— 

"  Jlcle. 
"  The  Sheriff  and  Commissaries  of  this  Village  of  WUdtByc/c 
are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  have  replaced  and  repaired 
the  palisades  of  this  Fort,  which  were  washed  away  by  the 
water,  and  the  same  is  ui'gently  required.  Done,  Wildwyck 
the  23d  August,  1663." 

The-^nsw^  of  the  Court  of  the  Village  of  Wildwyck. 
The  Court  of  this  Village  Wiidiayck  having  seen  and  read 
this,  find  that  it  cannot  be  done  at  present,  in^much  as  the 
gi'ain  in  the  field  is  almost  ruined,  and  it  is  necessary  to  draw  it 
home  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  aid  of  all  hands.  Wildwyck, 
2311  August,  1663,  (was  subscribed)  Roelof  Swartwout. 
Lower  stood — By  oi'der  of  the  Worshipful  Court  of  the  Village 
of  Wildwyck,  (signed) 

Mattys  Capito,  Secretary, 
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Two  detaclimeRts  were  out  in  the  field  witli  the  reapers  ;  did 
not  remarlt  any  thing. 

24"'  ditto.  Sent  out  two  detaclimenta  with  the  reapers  and 
one  in  ambush.  They  returned  ia  the  evening,  having  seen 
nothing.  Received  a  letter  at  night  from  Lieutenant  Couwen- 
hoven,  whieh  he  had  sent  up  from  the  Wappingers  creek  by  an 
Indian,  a  DutchmEin  and  two  captive  christian  children  tielong- 
ing  to  the  wife  of  the  gunner  who  was  on  board  the  sloop  with 
said  Couwenhoven ;  and  as  the  Indian  told  me  he  had  given  the 
captive  Squaw,  whom  we  had  entrusted  to  said  Couwenhoven'^ 
in  exchange  for  these  two  children^  without  any  liope  of  a  gen- 
eral redemption  ;  and  that  he  had  so  thoughtlessly  and  contrary 
to  orders  surrendered  this  Squaw  for  the  two  children  on  an 
uncertainty,  not  knowing  whether  he  should  receive  another 
prisoner  or  not ;  now  let  him  defend  himself  to  the  Director 
G-eneral  and  Council.  Said  Couwenhoven'a  letter  was  tp  tins 
effect :  Tliat  he  hopes  to  get  all  the  prisoners,  but  that  he  should 
be  in  want  of  supplies ;  for  the  powder  he  has  is  good  for 
nothing,  and  the  cry  among  the  Indians  is  all  for  powder  and 
brandy;  requests  me  to  send  him  some,  as  it  was  for  the 
public  good  ;  that  the  Sachem  had  gone  with  five  men  into  the 
interior,  and  had  promised  him  to  return  with- all  the  christian 
captives ;  had  given  him  the  Squaw  in  order-  to  succeed  the 
better  for  us,  and  he  had  a  fair  prospect  for  a  good  delivery. 
In  case  it  happened  otherwise  then  he  should  acquaint  me  of  it, 
and  so  forth,  as  appears  by  his  letter.  It  is  Dated  the  35'i> 
August,  but  I  received  it  on  the  34""  August ;  this  happened 
through  a  mistake  of  his  in  writing.  Domine  Bloin  departed 
hence  to-day,  with  his  wife,  for  the  Manhatans ;  had  him 
escorted  to  the  river  side  by  Ensign  Niessen  and  forty  men. 
Experienced  -  no  hann  on  the  way, 

SS*!"  ditto.  Sent  down  the  Indian  and  the  Dutchman  again  io 
the  sloop  lying  by  the  "Wappingers,  with  some  bread.  Also 
sent  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Couwenlioven,  which  reads  as  follows  : 
"Good friend,  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven.  Your  letter  came  to 
"hand,  and  I  have  noted  its  contents.  As  regards  your  surren- 
"  der  of  the  Squaw  before  you  had  in  exchange  all  our  prisoners, 
"■  in  my  opinion  it  is  not  well  done.    But  you,  yourself,  must 
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"  vindicate  tbal  act.  In  answer  to  yonr  rer[uest  for  Sewan  and 
"  Brandy,  I  have  none,  as  ,yoii  well  ]mow,  and  the  Conncil  of 
"  War  does  not  consider  it  prudent  to  furnish  ocr  enemies  witli 
"  powder  at  this  conjuncture.  You  promise  to  do  your  best  for 
"  our  Christians  in  captivity,  and  to  get  these  out  of  their  hands. 
"Should  you  not  succeed,  you  will  act  according  as  you  tiave 
"  been  already  instructed  and  told.  I  send  you  some  bread  and 
"  request  you  ntit  to  go  to  the  Manhatans,  but  first  come  here  to 
"  take  off  the  sick  and  wounded.  You  can  see  whether  you 
"  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  some  sewan  and  brandy  from  t}ie 
"  passing  sloops,  for  if  I  had  any  and  should  send  thera  to  you, 
■"  tliey  would  run  great  risk  of  being  plundered  on  the  way  by 
« the  Indians.  Done,  Wildwyck  the  25'!'  August,  1663."  Had 
three  pai-tles  out ;  two  .with  the  reapers  and  one  in  ambush. 
They  returned  in  the  evening  having  seen  nothing. 

Se'i"  ditto.  Two  escorts  were  down  to  the  river-side  to  bring 
up  supplies  and  some  soldiers'  wives  coming  from  the  Manhatans ; 
a  party  lay  in  ambush  behind  thp  newly  burnt  village  ;  returned 
in  the  evening  without  having  remarked  any  thing. 

ST'ii  ditto.  There  were  two  detachments  with  the  reapers  in 
the  field  and  one  in  ambush,  returned  in  the  evening  without 
meeting  any  thing. 

28*^1  ditto.  Had  two  parties  again  in  .the  field  and  one  in 
ambush ;  returned  in  the  evening  having  seen  nothing. 

29l>  ditto.  Two  detachments  were  out  again  in  the  field  with 
the  reapers,  and  one  in  ambush.  Saw  nothing,  A  soldier  of 
Lieut.  Stilwil's  'Company  was  wounded  by  his  Sergeant  in  some 
dispute  respecting  order's.  Said  soldier  .was  arrested  ajid  after- 
wards examined  by  the  court,  martial,  and  it  was  found  tliat  tl\e 
Sei^eant  was  as  blameworthy  as  the  soldier.  The  soldier,  who 
is  named  Thomas  Coeck,  is  condemned  by  the  court  maitial  to 
stand sent^  with  six  muskets  forthe  space  of  threedays,  and 
durmg  one  hour  each  day. 

SO**"  ditto.  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  returned  from  the 
Wappingers  at  the  Redoubt  with  the  yacht,  and  arrived  in  Wild- 
wyck w;th  his  people  and  the  two  Wappinger  Indians,  but 
released  aiid  hbeiated  the  Squaw  there  ;  could  not  obtain  any 
riiore    Christian   captives    from  the   Esopus    Indians.      The 
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Wappinger  Sachem  had  been  with  the  Esopus  Indians  at  their 
fort;  (wiiich  they  were  erecting  anew,)  in  order  to  ascei'tain  if 
he  could  not  obtain  the  release  of  the  Christian  captives.  But 
when  he  had  been  two  to  three  days  with  them  in  their  new  fort, 
to  negotiate  witli  them  respecting  the  prisoners,  two  MohawlfS 
and  one  Minqua  came  there  witli  Sewan  and  a  long  message, 
which  rendered  the  Esopus  Indians  so  ill  disposed  towards  the 
Wappinger  Sachem  that  they  caused  Mm  to  depart.  He  then 
returaed  witliont  receiving  any  other  Christian  Captives.  He 
came  on  board  of  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  and  told  tlie  same 
to  him,  and  said  Lieutenant  reported  it  to  me.  Now,  I  cannot 
Imagine  what  there  is  in  it.  Convened  the  Council  of  War  and 
they  resolved  and  concluded  to  attack  with  one  hundi'ed  and 
twenty  men  the  Esopus  Indlanswho  reside  in  their  new  fort  about 
four  hours  farther  than  their  first  fort  which  we  had  burnt.  We 
take  with  us  as  a  guide  one  of  our  captured  Wappinger  Indians. 
Meanwhile  issued  rations  to  the  people,  and  orders  to  start  on 
the  expedition  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning ;  but  as  it 
began  to  rain  in  the  afternoon  we  did  not  set  oUt  to  day.  Sent 
an  Order  to  the  Sheriff,  Commissaries,  and  Superior  officers  of 
the  Village  of  Wildv>yck,  which  reads  as  follows  — 

"  Wheiveas  another  expedition  is  on  foot  aj,i,in'it  oui  enemie^, 
the  Esopus  Indians,  tlie  Slierilf,  Commiasaiie''  ond  Suptiici 
of&cers  of  the  JSurgheiy  are  requested  toimuisli  t^F6nty  hoise 
men  from  the  hired  men  (ffwecto)  of  this  viUage  of  WUduyck 
to  accompany  the  military  in  the  attack  on  the  Indnns  Di-ne, 
Wildwyck  the  SO'i'  August,  1663." 

Answer  of  the  Court  to  this  Order. 
"  The  Court  and  Superior  officers  of  this  Village  of  Wildwyck 
having  read  the  communication  sent  them  by  the  Captain 
Lieutenant  and  Council  of  War  have  at  their  request  convoked 
the  farmers  and  read  to  them  the  aforesaid  demand,  whereunto 
they  gave  for  answer  that  they  were  well  disposed  to  do  their 
best  for  the  public  interest,  but  find  at  present  that  the  horses 
fatigued  from  the  harvest,  are  unfit  to  be  rode  by  men.  The 
Court  having  lieard  this  answer,  hereby  request  the  Captain 
Lieutenant  and  .  Council  of  War,  if  it  can  be  possibly  done 
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without  prejudice  to  the  public  Service,  that  the  expedition  be 
postponed  for  sis  or  seven  days  until  the  harvest  be  completed  as 
tlie  grain  yet  in  the  field  is  ah'eady  injured.  Done,  Wildwyck,  this 
301*1  August  1663,  (was  subscribed)  Roelof  SwAaxwouT.  (Lower 
Stood)  By  Order  of  the  Sheriff,  Commissaries  and  Superior 
officers  of  the  Burghery  Jir  Wildwyck  (signed)  MattheusOapito, 
Secretary."     Nothing  else  occiu'reil  to-day. 

31**  ditto.  It'  rained  somewhat  all  this  day,  therefore  the 
expedition  hiust  rest  for  the  present ;  sent  an  escort  to  the  rivei 
side  and '  victualled  the  people  at  the  Redoubt  and  Sloop. 
Asked  the  Sheriff  and  Commissaries,  verbally,  whether  they  could 
not  get  some  horses  to  accompany  us  in  the  attack  so  that  we 
may  be  able  to  place  the  wounded  on  them  if  we  happen  to  have 
any.  After  great  trouble  they  obtained  sis  horses  from  a  few, 
but  spiteful  and  insulting ,  words  from  many.  One  said.  Let 
those  furnish  horses  who  commenced  the  wai'.  Another  said, 
I'll  give  'em  the  Devil — if  they  want  any  thing  they  will  have 
to  take  it  by  force.  The  third  said,  I  must  first  have  my  horse 
valued  and  have  security  for  it ;  and  so  forth  with  much  other 
foul  and  unbecoftiing  language,  not  to  be  repeated. 

l»t  September.  Thomas  the  Irishman  and  Claesje  Hoorii 
arrived  with,  their  yachts  at  the  Kill  from  the  Manhatana  ;  sent 
an  escort  to  the  river  side ;  'intended  to  set  forth  to  day  but  tlie 
arrival  of  the  yachts  and  the  escort  to  the  river  side  prevented 
this,  and  the  weather  was  so  lowering  and  threatened  rain  so 
much  that  we  concluded  to  start  next  uight  towards  the  break 
of  day;  but  as  it  rained  the  whole  night  we  coiild  not  set  out- 
Nothing  else  occurred  to  day.  A  party  was  out  in  the  field  with 
the  farmers, but  nothing  happened. 

S^  ditto.  Sunday.  The  weather  continued  lowering,  and 
heavy  rain  fell.  In  the  afternoon  very  heavy  rain  fell  again  so 
that  we  could  not  stir  out.  Nothing  occurred  during  the  entire 
day. 

3^  ditto.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  started  from 
fort  Wildwyck,  having  of  my  company  two  and  twenty  men  ;  of 
Lieutenant  Stilwil's  company,  four  and  twenty  men,  and  seven 
freemen,  with' two  of  the  Honi*'*  Company's  Negroes.  We  took 
Hi  guide  the  young  Wappinger  Indian,  and  Christoffel  Davids  as 
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Indian  interpreter,  and  promised  the  Indian  ]iis  freedom  with  a 
cloth  coat,  on  condition  that  he  brought  ns  truly  to  the  Esopus 
Indians.  We  got  eight  horses  with  very  great  difficulty  fi-om 
the  farmers,  as  they  were  so  very  unwilling  and  could  not  be 
brought  to  give  us  any  horses,  except  Thomas  Chambers,  who, 
without  any  solicitation,  presented  me  with  two  for  the  expedi- 
tion. Several  of  the  others,  who  would  not  give  any,  used 
much  offensive  language  to  the  Sheriff  and  to  the  company's 
officers,  saying — "  They  wiU  have  horses  ;  they  may  see  if  they 
can  get  them."  Marched  that  aftfernoon  about  three  miles  from 
our  fortto  the  creekwhich  runs  past  the  Redoubt ;  lay  there  that 
night,  during  which  we  had  great  rain. 

4"'  ditto.  Found  such  high  water  and  swift  current  in  the 
Kill  that  it  was  impossible  to  ford  it ;  sent  six  men  immediately 
on  horseback  to  our  fort  Wildwpclc  to  fetch  rope  and  axes  to 
make  a  raft  or  some  other  convenience  to  cross  the  creek  ;  they 
returned  to  us  about  ten  o'clock  ;  brought  three  axes  and  rope. 
Passed  the  rope  over  the  stream  iu  order  to  hold  fast  to  it  so 
that  the  people  may  not  be  swept  far  down  the  creek.  Crossed 
over  with  all  the  men  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and 
marched  about  four_  miles  further  on,  where  we  bivouacked 
during  the  night.     Considerable  rain  fell  this  afternoon, 

5"!  ditto.  Set  out  again  at  day  break,  and  about  noon  came 
to  their  first  maize  field  where  we  discovered  two  Squaws  and 
a  Dutch  woman  ;  who  had  come  that  morning  from  their  new 
fort  to  get  corn.  But  as  the  creek  lay  between  us  and  t!ie  corn- 
field, though  we  would  fain  have  the  women  it  was  impossible 
to  ford  the  stream  without  being  seen  and  then  discovered.  We 
therefore,  adopted  the  resolution  to  avoid  the  cornfield  and  the 
road,  and  turned  in  tlirough  the  woods  so  as  not  to  be  seen. 
Arrived  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  within  sight  of  their 
fort,  which  we  discovered  situate  on  a  loffy  plain.  Divided  our 
force  in  two — Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  and  I  led  the  right  wing, 
and  Lieutenant  Stilwil  and  Ensign  Niessen  the  left  wing.  Pro- 
ceeded in  this  disposition  along  the  hill  so  as  not  to  be  seen  and 
in  order  to  come  right  under  the  fort ;  but  as  it  was  somewhat 
level  on  the  left  side  of  the  fort  and  the  soldiers  were  seen  by  a 
Squaw,  who  was  piling  wood  there  and  M'ho.scnt  forth  a  terrible 
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scream  which  was  heard  by  the  Indians  who  were  standing  and 
working  near  the'  fort,  we  instantly'  fell  upon  them.    Tlie  Indians 
rushed  forthwith  through  the  fort  towards  their  houses,  which 
stood  about  astone's  thi'ow  from  the  fort,  in  order  to  secure  their 
arms ,  and  thus  Jiastily  picked  up  a  few  guns  and  bows  and  arrows, 
but  we  were  so  hot  at  their  heels  that  they  were  forced  to  leave 
many  of  them  behind.     We  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  on  them  and 
pursued  them  so  closely  that  they  leaped  into  the  creek  which 
ran  in  front  of  the  lower  part  of  their  maize  land.    On  reacliing 
the  opposite  sideof  the  Kill,  they  courageously  returned  our  fire, 
which  we  sent  back,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  send  a  party 
across  to  dislodge  them.    In  this  attack,  the  Indians  lost  their 
Chief,    named   Papequanaehen,    fourteen  other  warriors,  four 
women  and  three  children,  whom  we  saw  lying  both  on  this  and 
on  the  other  side  of  the  creek  but  probably  many  more  were 
wounded,  when  rushing  from  the  fort  to  the  houses,  when  we  did 
give  them  a  brave  charge. .  On  our  side  three  were  kUled  and 
six  wounded  and  we  have  recovered  three  and  twenty  Christian 
prisoners  out  of  their  hands.     We  have  also  taken  thirteen  of 
them  prisoners,  both  men  and  women,  besides  an  old  man  who 
accompanied  us  about  half  an  hour  but  would  not  go  farther. 
We  took  him  aside  and  gave  him  his  last  meal.    A  Captive 
Indian  Child  died  on  the  way,  so  that  there  remained  eleven  of 
them  still  our  prisoners.     The  enemy  being  conquered,  we 
reviewed  our  men;  found  we  had  one  wounded  more  than  wt;  had 
horses.     Convened  the  Council  of  War  ;  submitted   to  them 
what  was  now  best  for  us  to  do  iTelative  to  cutting  down  the 
maize.    The  Council  of  war  decided  that  we  could  indeed  cut 
it  down,  but  were  any  more  of  our  men  wounded',  how  could 
they  be  removed  having  already  one  more  than  we  had  horses, 
aud  this  one  must  be  borne,  with  great  trouble,  on  a  litter  by  two. 
Resolved  to  let  the  maize  stand  for  the  pi-esent ;  plundered  the 
houses  wherein  was  considerable  booty,  such  as  bear  skins,  deer 
skins,  notassen,  blankets,  elk  hides,  besides  several  other  smaller 
articles  many  of  which  we  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  that  we 
could  not  bring  along  with  us,  for  we  could  well  fill  a  sloop. 
Wg  destroyed  as  much  as  we  could ;  broke  the  kettles  into 
pieces  ;  got  also  twenty  four  or  five  guns,  more  than  the  half  of 
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whicli  we  smashed  and  threw  the  barrels  here  and  there  in 
the  stream,  hacking  and  breaking  in  pieces  as  many  as  we  could, 
round,  also,  several  horns  and  bags  of  powder,  in  all.aboiit 
twenty  pounds ;  got  also  thirty  one  belts  and  some  strings  of 
wampum;  took  the  best  of  the  booty  along  and  resolved  to  set 
off.  Placed  the  wounded  on  the  horses  and  had  one  carried  in  a 
blanket  ou  poles  by  two  soldiers  in  turas.  Set  out  thus' in  good 
order  on  om-  return  and  marched  that  day  full  two  miles  from  the 
fort.  The  fort  was  a  perfect  square  with  one  row  of  palisades 
set  all  round  being  about  fifteen  feet  above,  and  three  teet  under 
ground.  They  had  already  completed  two  angles  of  stout  pali- 
sades, all  of  them  almost  as  thick  as  a  man's  body,  having  two 
rows  of  portholes,  one  above  the  other ;  and  they  were  busy  at 
the  third  angle.  These  angles  were  constructed  so  solid  and 
strong  as  not  to  be  excelled  by  Christians.  The  fort  was  not  so 
large  as  the  one  we  had  already  burnt.  The  Christian  prisoners 
informed  lis  that' they  were  removed  every  night  into  the  woods, 
each  night  to  a  different  place,  thi'ough  fear  of  the  Dutch,  and 
bl-ought  back  in  theniorning  ;  but  on  the  day  before  we  attacked 
them,  a  Mohawk  visited  them,  who  slept  with  them  during  the 
night.  When  they  would  convey  the  Christian  Captives  again 
into  the  woods,  the. Mohawk  said  to  the  Esopus  Indians — What! 
do  you  carry  the  Christian  prisoners  every  night  into  the  woods? 
To  whicli  they  answered — yes.  Whereupon  the  Mohawk  said. 
Let  them  reinain  at  liberty  here  for  you  hre  so  far  in  the  woods 
that  the  Dutch  will  not  come  hither,  for  they  cannot  come  so  far 
without  being  discovered  before  they  reach  you.  Wherefore 
they  kept  the  prisoners  by  them  that  night.  The  Mohawk 
departed  inthe  momingfor  the  Manessings  and  left  a  new  blanket 
and  tivo  pieces  of  cloth  which  fell  to  us  also  as  booty ;  and  we 
came  just  that  day  and  fell  on  them  so  that  a  portion  of  them  is 
entirely  annihilated.  Wherefore  praise  and  thanks  be  given  to 
God  Almighty.  The  course  lies  about  South  South  West  to  the 
Indians  new  fort  which  is  distant  about  12  miles'.  The  way  is 
somewhat  stoney  and  hilly,  but  the  road  for  the  greater  part  is 

1  TliialineleadstoabontBloomiiibm'g,  iuthe  town  of  Maniakating,  Sullivan  Co. 
in  tlie  vicinity  of  which  TiUage  it  is  presumed  the  aboTC  battle  was  fought.    Ed. 
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good.  After  leaving  tlieir  fort  we  marched  that  day  two  miles 
where  we  passed  the  night.  Perceived  the  Indians  on  the  road. 
6''^  ditto.  Early  in  the  morning  we  started  anew  ;  were 
obliged  to  cross  a  rapid,  stoney  creek,  and  caine  thia  day  just 
beyond  the  Esopus  KOI,  which  runs  by  the  Redoubt,  where  we 
remained  this  night,  and  there  died  the  Indian  child,  which  we 
threw  into  the  creek.  Saw  scarcely  any  Indians  that  day  on 
the  road. 

T^h  ditto.  Started  again  and  ai'rived  about  noon  at  Wlldwi/cJe; 
did  not  remark  any  thing  by  the  way. 

8"",  An  escort  attended  the  reapers  in  the  field  ;  returned 
in  the  evening  without  having  seen  any  thing.  Christoffels 
Davids  departed. 

S"!  ditto.  Sunday.  Lieutenant  Stilwil  and  Lieutenant  Cou- 
wenhoven  left  for  the  Manliataus  with  tlie  sloop  ;  sent  with 
them  seven  wounded  and  some  sick,  together  with  seventeen 
of  Lieutenant  Scilwirs  men  and  twelve  of  my  company  j  had 
them  escorted  to  the  river  side.  Nothing  else  occurred  to-day. 
lOfi  ditto.  Two  detachments  were  out  with  the  reapers  and 
those  driving  the  teams.  Nothing  occurred.  ,  They  returned 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  it  commenced  raining 
hard  and  they  saw  nothing, 

ll'ii  ditto.  ■  Nothing  new ;  it  rained  the  entire  day, 
12*i>  ditto.     Two  yachts  arrived  at  the  Redoubt  from  Fort 
Orange ;  had  Keynfje  Pietersen  and  Hans  Caxohissen  escorted 
up  ;    detached  a  party  in  Ambush   and  one  in  the  field  with 
those  pulling  Hemp,  but  nothing  happened. 

13^'|  ditto.  Nothing  occurred  as  it  rained  the  whole  day. 
li""  ditto.  Sent  an  escort  to  the  Redoubt  by  the  river  side. 
Nothing  else  transpired,  as  it  rained  again  nearly  the  entire  day. 
15':''  ditto.  Maet  Seeu  arrived  at  the  Redoubt  with  his  boat 
and  eight  soldiers  and  some  letters  fi-om  the  Heerm  Councillors, 
dated  IS"*  September.  Had  him  conducted  up  to  the  village 
of  Wildvfyck.  AQ  ordinance  is  enacted  by  the  Council  of  War'; 
it  reads  as  follows : 
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"  Oeoikance  made  and  enacted  by  the  Captain  Lieutenant  and 
valiant  Council  of  JVar  Commanding  the  Military  troops  at 
Wildwyck  in  the  Esopus. 

"  Whereas  it  is  found  by  daily  expeiience  that  several  of  the 
military  do,  without  permission  of  the  Serjeant  or  Corporal,  leave 
their  posts  or  stations  either  to  work  with  the  farmers  or  on 
some  other  pretence,  Wherefore  the  Captain  Lieuteiiant  and 
valiant  Council  of  War  being  desirous  to  provide  therefor,  have 
ordered  and  directed,  as  they  do  hereby  order  and  direct — 

1. 

"  That  no  one  shall  presume  to  quit  his  post  or  station  without 

permissiou  of  the  Segeant  or  Corporal  in  command,  under  the 

penalty  of  twenty  stivers  for  the.first  offence,  40  stivers  for  the 

second,  and  arbitrary  punishment  for  the  third. 

2. 
"  No  person  shall   presume  to  take  or  steal   another's   gun, 
powder  or  lead  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  on  pain  of  corporal 
punishment,  according  to  the  gravity  of  the  case. 

3. 

"  Neither  shall  any  pei-son,  be  he  who  he  may,  commence  or 
begin  any  quarrel  on  guard,  much  leas  come  drunk  or  to  drink 
there,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty  stivers  for  each  offence. 

"Every, one  shall  hold  himself  In  readiness  with  his  gun, 
duly  provided  with  powder  and  ball,  to  appear  immediately, 
or  on  the  first  command  of  the  superior  or  inferior,  officer, 
wherever  he  may  be  required,  then  to  await  further  orders,  and 
whoever  acts  contrary  or  disobeys  herein  shall  be  arbitrarily 
punished  according  to  his  deserts,  pursuant  to  the  sentence  of 
the  Court  Martial. 

5. 
"  No  one  shall  go  from  one  guard  or  post  to  another  without 
taking  with  him  his  proper  hand  and  side  arms,  so  that  he  may 
be  immediately  prepared,  to  defend  himself  in  case  of  alarm, 
under  a  penalty  of  twenty  stivers  for  each  offence,  and  as  often 
as  he  shah  be  found  disobeying  herein.    Thus  done  by  the  Cap' 
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Lieutenant  and  valiant  Council  of  War,  iu  Wildwyck,  tliis  15 
September,  1663." 

Nothing  else  occurredj  inasmuch  as  It  was  again  rainy 
weather. 

16fh  ditto.  Sunday.  Nothing  occurred  and  no  detachment 
was  sent  out. 

17*" ditto.  Maet  Seen  left  again  with  his  boat;  took  with 
him  two  sick,  Peter  Andriessea  and  Jan  Coppenou  and  two 
horses  for  Monsieur  Verlet  and  sundry  empty  ban-els  for  the 
Hon';'^  Company ;  had  him  escorted  to.  the  Redoubt  by  32  men. 
Tliomas  t!ie  Irishman  arrived  to  day,  at  the  Redoubt  and  a  small 
straw  cabin  in  which  a  soldier  resided  was  burnt,  but  nothing 
can  be  ^c'ertained  as  to  how  the  fire  originated.  Meanwhile 
the  Soldier  lost  aU  his  property.  Nothing  else  occurred  this 
day. 

IS""  ditto.  Presented  the  following  request  to  the  Magistrates 
6f  this  viUage  of  Wildwyck  : — "  Whereas  the  Heer  Director 
iGeneral  and  the  Heeren  Councillor  have  written  to  us  here  that 
it  is  their  intention  to  send  hither,  by  the  first  opportunity,  addi- 
tional Soldiers  and  a  party  of  Marseping  Savages,'  to  seek  out 
■and  subdue  as  much  as  possible  the  Esopus  Indians,  our  enemy, 
the  Captain  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  War,  therefore,  request 
th^  Sheriff  and  Commissaries  of  this  viUage  of  WUdwyck  to  be 
pleased  to  allot  two  or  three  houses  in  this  village  to  lodge,  pro- 
visionally, the  aforesaid  force  whenever  it  shall  arrive.  This 
doing,  oiir  friendship  shall  follow.  Done,  Wildwyck,  18"i  Sepf 
1663."  Answer  of  the  Court  as  follows  :—"  The  W.  Court  hav- 
ing looked  around  at  the  request  of  the  Capt.  Lieutenant  and 
Council  of  War  for  proper  lodgings  ibr  the  coming  forces,  have 
induced  Pieter  Jacobsen  to  give  his  mill  for  40  to  50  Soldiers, 
and  theW.Coui't  will  do  its  best  to  find  out  quarters  for  the 
Savages.  Done,  WUdm/ck,  this  IS*^  September  1663.  (was  sub- 
scribed) RoELoF  SwARTwonT.  (Lower  stood)  By  order  of  the 
Wv  CoMt  in  Wildwyck  aforesaid.  Mattheus  Capito,  Secretary. 
Two  detachments  were  out,  to  day,  with  the  reapers  in  the  field 

1  These  wore  Queens  Co.  Indiana.    Thompson  calls  them 
aayfl  their  prindpalEettlement  was  at  Fort  Keck.    Ed. 
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anJ  at  tlie  Great  Plot,  and  20  men  in  ambush.    Returned  in  tlie 
evening ;  saw  nothing. 

19"' ditto.  Tliomas  the  Irishman  sailed  for  the  Manliatana  ; 
had  him  escorted.  Two  detachments  were  out  in  the  field  with 
the  reapers,  but  saw  nothing, 

30"' ditto.  Two  detachments  were  out  at  the  Great  Plot  by 
Tjerck's  to  cut  oats  and  to  plough ;  they  returned  in  the  even- 
ing having  seen  nothing. 

21 5t  ditto.  Two  detachments  went  out  again;  one  with  the 
ploughers,  the  other  with  those  drawing  home  the  oats,  but  they 
did  not  see  any  thing. 

3>^^  ditto.  Another  detachment  was  out  in  the  field  witli  the 
plouglimen ;  saw  nothing.  Sent  a  party  about  midnight  along 
the  Kill  where  some  maize  lay ;  distant  South  from  Wildwyck 
about  2  hours'  march ;  but  on  aiiiving  there  found  only  a  small 
patcli  of  maize,  as  it  had  all  been  plucked  by  some  straggling 
Indians 'oi:  bears.  Our  people  took  away  the  remainder,  but 
'twas  of  little  value.  The  Indian  prisoners  whom  we  hold  had 
first  informed  us,  to  day,  that  a  small  spot- of  com  had  been 
planted  there  principally  to  supply  food  to  stragglers  who  went 
to  and  fro  to  injure  the  Christians.  Should  they  come  again 
they'll  not  find  any  food. 

SSJ  ditto.  Sunday.  Nothing  particular.  Towards  evening 
sent  a  convoy  to-the  river  side  to  bring  up  bread  for  the  garrison. 
About  eleven  o'clock  that  night  sent  out  a  party  to  the  Sager's 
little  kill  in  an  easterly"  direction  from  our  village  of  Wildwyck 
about  three  miles  from  our  fort,  having  been  informed  that  there 
was  some  maize  there,  to  see  if  they  could  not  remove  it  thence, 
either  by  land  or  water. 

24"'  ditto.  Monday.  The  party  that  was  sent  out  in  the 
night  returned  home  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  they 
were  at  Sager's  Killetie,  on  the  Indiana'  maize  plantation,  but 
saw  no  Indiana  nor  any  thing  to  indicate  that  they  had  been 
there  for  a  long  time,  for  the  maize  had  not  been  hoed,  {aange- 
hoocht)  and  could  not  come  to  its  full  growth,  but  had  been 

lOostlyck.  This  mast  eridentlybe  an  error,  as  they  ooald  not  go  8  Dutch 
01'  9  English  miles  fVom  Kingston,  in  an  EasfcrZj, direction.  It  is  presumed  that 
'  nortlieastorly  "  ivsis  intended,  in  which  direction  Saugertics  lies.    Ed 
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much  injured  by  tlie  wild  beasts  ;  neither  will  any  of  it  reach 
perfection,  except  one  plantation  which  was  good,  having  been 
hoed  by  the  Indians.  'Twas,  however,  much  injured  by  the 
wild  beasts  ;  each  of  our  people  brought  a  load  of  it  home  on 
bis  back,  and  left  some  more  standing,  which  we  will  when 
convenient  bring  hither.  They  also  say  that  it  is  beautiful 
maize  landj  suitable  for  a  numlier  of  bouweries  and  for  the  im- 
mediate reception  of  the  plough.  Had  an  escort  in  the  field-to 
bring  in  the  oats  and  buckwheat,  and  sent  one  to  the  Redoubt, 
as  Domine  Blora  had  arrived  in  the  Spaniard's  yacht,  and  some 
supplies  had  also  been  sent  from  the  Manhatans  by  the  Heeren 
Councillors  ibr  the  troops  in  the  Esopus.  Otherwise,  nothing 
particulai'  occurred  to-day. 

25"'  ditto.  Had  an  escort  in  the  field  with  the  ploughmen, 
and  sent  one  to  the  .river  side  to  fetcli  up  supplies  or  provisions. 
A  soldier  named  Jurien  Jansen  fell  out  of  a  canoe  at  the  Redoubt 
and  was  drowned ;  he  was  reaching  for  a  squirrel  and  the  canoe 
tlius  upset  and  he  was  drowned.  Nothing  else  occurred  to-day 
eiscept  sending  some  horses  and  wagons  to  fort  Orange  whicTt 
were  required  by  tlie  owners, 

26"'  ditto.  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  arrived  at  the  Redoubt 
and  Wildwyck  wiih  some  Marseping  Savages.  Sent  a  detach- 
ment to  the  water  side  to  fetch  up  some  supplies.  Inasmuch  as 
Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  has  arrived  at  Wildwyck,  and  the 
gimner!s  wife  has  again  brought  a  quantity  of  strong  drink 
along,  which  she  retails  as  well  to  Indians  as  to  Christians,  with- 
out making  any  exception  as  to  habitual  drunkards,  and  fur- 
nishes them  with  so  much  that  they  cannot  distinguish  even  the 
door  of  the  house,  and  then,  coming  out,  fight  with  and  strike 
the  Indiausi  Therefore,  desirous  to  prevent  all  mischiefs  which 
might  arise  from  strong  drink,  the  rather  as  an  expedition  is 
again  about  to  set  out,  according  to  letters  from  the  Supreme 
Council,  and  in  order  to  have  sober  and  proper  men  to  march  at 
the  first  command  of  the  officers,  the  Cap*  Lieutenant  and 
valiant  Council  of  War  have,  for  the  present,  sent  an  order  to 
the  Sheriff  of  this  Village,  whicli  reads  as  follows — "  The  Cap* 
Lieutenant  and  valiant  Council  of  War  having  orders  from  the 
Supreme  government  to  get  up  another,  expedition,  and  the 


,yGoo»^lc 


SECOND    E80PUS    WAR  79 

entire  militaiy,  and  the  Natives  our  friends,  the  Marseping 
Indians,  being  liere  also  lioldrng  tliemselves  in  readiness  to  set 
out  at  the  first  command  of  the  oificers.  The  Cap*  Lieutenant 
iuid  valiant  Council  of  War,  do  therefore  hereby  authorize  and 
order  Sheriff  Swartwout  of  this  village  to  notify  and  forbid  the 
tappers  or  retailers  of  strong  drink  who  follow  the  profession  of 
selling  liquor  in  this  village,  that  they  do  not  under  present  cir- 
cumstances sell  strong  drink  to  any  one,  be  he  Christian  or 
Indian,  under  the  forfeiture  of  the  intoxicating  liquor  that  may 
be  found  in  his  house.  Done,  Wildwyck,  Sfi""  September, 
16G3."     Meanwhile,  nothing  else  occurred  to-day. 

ST'^  ditto.  An  escort  was  in  the  field  with  the  ploughmen 
and  one  to  the  river  side  to  fetch  up  provisions.  Nothing  else 
happened. 

28";  ditto.  The  Council,  of  War  engaged  Derrick  Sinitli  to 
remain  at  the  Redoubt  with  his  ya«ht  until  we  retiu-n  witli  tlie 
troops  from  tlie  expedition,  in  order  to  carry  back  the  forces  and 
Marseping  Indians,  and  agreed  with  said  Smith  that  he  shall  have 
in  Seawan  eight  guilders  light  money  per  day.,  A  detaclunent 
was  out  in  the  field  with  the  ploughmen ;  10  to  12  of  our  Indians 
were  out  in  the  bush  shooting.  They  returned  in  tlie  evening ; 
say  that  they  have  discovered  signs  of  where  the  Indians  are 
gone  to.     Nothing  else  occurred  to  day. 

SS""  ditto.  Convened  the  Council  of  war  and  resolved  and 
concluded  to  set  out  on  another  expedition  against  the  Esopus 
Indians  next  Monday  being  the  l^'of  October,  and  each  man 
shall  be  furnished  with  three  pounds  of  biscuit,  one  pound  of 
powder  and  one  pound  of  ball  for  the  expedition.  An  older  is 
also  given  to  the  Sheriff  and  Commissaries  as  foUows — "  Whereas 
by  orders .  ffom  the  Director  General  and  Council  of  New  Nether- 
land  an'expedition  is  about  to  set  out  against  tlie  Esopus  Indians, 
our  enemies  and  sixteen  horses  are  required  to  accompany  and 
to  be  used  by  said  expedition,  the  Capt,  Lieutenant  and  Valiant 
[Council  of  War,j  therefore  request  the  Sheriff  and  Commissaries 
of  this  Village  of  Wildwyck  to  supply  said  horses  from  the 
inhabitants  by  the  first  of  October  proximo,  being  next  Monday. 
Done,  Wildwyck  the  39"=  September  1663."     A  detachment  was 
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in  the  field  with  the  ploughmen,  and  one  to  the  river  side ;  Saw 
nothing. 

30""  September,  Sunday  afternoon,  caused  powder  and  ball  to 
be  distributed  to  the  soldiers  and  Indians ;  one  pound  powder, 
one  pound  lead  each,  with  three  pounds  biscuit  for  this  expedi- 
tion.   Nothing  else-happened  to  day. 

1st  October  being  Monday,  we  marched  from  Wildwyck  with 
these  following ■..  troops ;  of  the  Military  102  men;  of  tlie 
Maiseping  Indians  46  men  ;  of  the  freemen  6  ;  with  14  horses 
obtained  from  the  farmers  of  Wildwyck  for  the  use  of  the 
expedition  so  as  to  be  able  to  accommodate  the  wounded,  should 
we  have  any.  Marched  with  these  troops  about  9  hours  and 
an'iyedintheevening.abont  7  miles  from  WUdwyck  where  we 
passed  the  night.  Experienced  scarcely  any  troqble  tlirough  the 
day  ;  hhd  considerable  rain  in  the  night. 

2°''  ditto.  Startedagain  with  our  troops  and  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  came  to  the  fort  of  the  Esopus  Indians  where 
we  had  attacked  them  on  the  B'*"  September  and  there  found  five 
lai^e  pits  into  which  they  had  cast  their  dead.  The  wolves  had 
rooted  up  and  devoured  some  of  them.  Lower  down  on  the 
Kill  were  four  other  pits  full  of  dead  Indians  and  we  found, 
futher  on,  three  Indians  with  a  Squaw  and  a  Child  that  lay 
unburied  and  almost  wholly  devoured  by  the  ravens  and  the 
wolves.  Sent  out,  immediately  a  party  of  Dutch  men  and  Indians 
four  miles  beyond, the  fort  m  a  Soutli  wetteil)  duectiou  where 
our  guide  presumed  some  Esopus  Indians  would  be,  but  on 
coming  there  discovered  nothmg  but  some  wigwams  which  had 
been  a  long  time  abandoned  i)y  the  Indians  Meanwhile  I  had 
been  over  the  Kill  with  a  party  of  men  and  pulled  off  the  corn 
and  threw  it  into  tlie  Kill.  The  troops  returned  in  the  evening 
without  liaving  seen  any  Indians.  About  two  miles  from  the 
fort  perceived  tlie  trail  of  two  Indians  who  had  gone  across  the 
mountMH ;  supposed  to  be  strange  Indians ;  The  ti-aU  was  a  day 
old. 

S"!  ditto.  Early  in  the  morning  despatched  a  party  of  soldiers 
and  Indians  into  the  woods  to  see  if,  they  could  not  find  any 
Indians  ;  sent  a  detachment  again  over  the  Kill  to  pull  up  the 
maize  and  throw  it  into  the  Kill.     In  the  afternoon  sent  two 
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other  detachments  into  tlie  corn  fields  to  throw  the  maize  into 
the  creek,  as  the  corn  which  stood  about  the  fort  was  all  tlirown 
into  the  Kill  by  the  evening.  After  sundow.n  our  party  return- 
ed, without  having  captui'ed  or  discovered  any  thing. 

4""  ditto.  We  pulled  up  the  Indian  fort  and  threw  the  pali- 
sades, one  on  the  other,  in  sundry  heaps  and  set  them  on  fire, 
together  with  the  wigwams  which  stood  around  the  fort,  and 
thus,  the  fort  and  houses  were  destroyed  and  burnt.  About  10 
o'clock  we  marched  thence  down  along  the  creek  where  lay 
divers  maize  plantations,  wMch  we  also  destroyed  an^  cast  the 
corn  into  the  creek.  Several  large  Wigwams  stood  also  there 
which  we  burnt.  Now,  having  destroyed  every  thing,  we 
marched  that  day,  on  our  return,  about  four  miles  further, 
where  we  remained  witli  the  troops  that  night  by  a  small  creek, 
the  rain  falling  the  entire  time.  Two  Hackinsack  Indians  who 
had  come  up  with  the  Marsepings  staid  beliind  at  the  fort. 
They  told  the  Chief  that  tliey  should  return  home  &om  thence, 
as  they  could  reach  Hackinsack  as  soon  as  Esopus ;  but  the 
Chief  did  not  mention  it  to  us  until  we  had  marched  back  some 
two  miles.  These  two  Indians  had,  each,  a  gun  from  the  Esopus, 
wluch  tliey  took  away  with  them. 

5""  ditto.  Still  raining  incessantly ;  but  we  again  resumed 
our  homeward  march  to  Witdwyck.  This  night  one  of  the  far- 
mers' horses  strayed  away  ;  searched  for  it  this  morning  every 
where,  but  could  not  find  it.  Meanwhile  continued  our  march, 
and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Wildwyck.  Saw  nothing  on  the 
road.  The  course  from  Wildwyck  to  the  Indians'  burnt  fort 
lies  mostly  South  Southwest  across  several  large  creeks,  some  of 
which  are  breast-high,  some  not  so  deep.  The  way  is  very  bad 
and  hilly  ;  in  some  places  is  very  fine  land. 

61'' ditto.  Had  two  escorts  to  the  river  side;  nothing  elsp 
occurred  to-day. 

7*^  ditto.  Sunday.  At  break  of  day  sent  out  forty  soldiers 
with  twenty  Indians  to  the  Sagers  Killetje,  lying  easterly  {Oosi- 
waerts)  from  Wildwyck,  whfere  there  were  two  fields  planted 
with  maize,  for  the  pm-pose  of  destroying  this  and  throwing  it 
into  the  creek  ;  they  returned  in  the  evening  each  with  a  load 
of  maize  having  thrown  the  remainder  into  the  creek.  About 
Vol.  IV.  6 
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noon,  to  day,  a  girl  was  brought  up  I'roiii  the  Redoubt  who,  the 
day  before  had  arrived  on  the  opposite  bank  there  and  was  im- 
mediately conveyed  across  [tlie  stream].  Wlien  tlie  gii-1  camo 
to  Wildwyck  she  was  forthwith  asked,  where  she  came  ft'oni  'i 
Said,  she  had  escaped  from  an  Indian  ivho  hsui  takeu  her  pri- 
soner, and  wlio  resided  in  the  mountain  on  the  other  side  of  the 
creek  about  three  miles  from  Wild'.vyde  wliere  he  had  a  liut  and 
a  small  patch  of  com  which  he  liad  pulled  mid  had  been  there 
about  three  weeks  to  remove  tlie  com.  Tlie  Council  of  Wai 
forthwith  resolved  to  send  thither  forty  men  to  tjy  and  catch  liim, 
whereupon  Ensign  Niessen  with  36  soldiers  and  Lieutenant 
Couwenlioven  with  5  Indians  were  ordered  out.  Tliey  marclied 
from  Wildwyck  about  noon  and  crossed  over  at  tlic  Kedoubt. 
They  reached  the  hut  about  sunset  which,  having  completely 
surrounded,  they  surprized,  but  found  it  empty,  The  Indian  had 
abandoned  it  before  their  arrival.  They  found  a  Jut  of  com 
near  the  hut,  and  another  lot  at  the  kill,  part  of  which  tliey  burned 
3nd  brought  a  part  here.  Remsiined  in  the  hut  during  the  n^ht 
and  watched  there. 

8"'  ditto.  About  ten  o'clock  the  troops  returned  t<>  Wildm/ck 
Convened  the  Council  of  War  and  resolved  and  concluded  ta 
send  olf  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  and  the  Marseping  Indians 
and  about  forty  of  our  soldiers  to4he  Mauhatans  on  the  morrow 
being  the  ninth  of  October.  The  Council  of  War  also  resolved 
to  send  down  all  the  Indian  prisoners  likewise  to  the  Manhatans 
being  eleven  Esopua  Indians,  big  and  little  and  one  Wappinger, 
making  twelve  in  all,  as  there  is  no  probability  of  tiieir  being 
redeemed  here,  none  of  the  Esopus  Indians  coming  here  to  speak 
to  or  enquire  after  them.     Nothing  else  occurred  to  day. 

9"'  ditto.  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  departed  in  Dirick  Smith's 
yacht,  look  with  him  all  the  Marseping  Indians  and  40  of  the 
military.  Sent  no  escort  to  the  river  side  with  them.  Nothing 
else  happened.  The  horse  which  we  left  on  the  expedition 
returned  back  to  Wildwyck  to  day. 

lOth  ditto.  A  detachment  was  out  in  the  field  with  the 
ploughmen — they  returned  about  noon  as  it  began  to  rain  hard. 
Louis,  the  Waloon,  went  to  day  to  fetch  his  oxen  which  had 
gone  back  of  Juriaen  ff pstphaelen's  land.     As  he  was  about  tq 
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drive  home  tlie  oxen,  three  Indians,  who  lay  ia  the  bush  and  in- 
tended to  seize  him,  leaped  forth.  When  one  of  these  shot  at 
him  with  an  arrow  but  only  sliglitly  wounded  him,  Louis,  having 
a  piece  of  a  palisade  in  his  hand ,  struck  the  Indian  on  the  breast 
with  it  so  that  he  staggered  back,  and  Louis  escaped  through 
tlie  kill,  and  came  thence  and  brought  the  news  into  the  fort, 
whereupon  two  detachments  were  instantly  despatched  to  attack 
tliem,  but  they  had  taken  to  flight  and  retreated  into  the  woods. 
And  although  a  party  searched  for  them  an  hour  they  could  not 
discover  them ;  they  thereupon  returned  to  Wildwyck.  No  other 
harm  was  done  by  the  three  Indians.  This  evening  the  Com- 
pany's yacht  arrived  at  the  Redoubt,  Nothing  else  occuiTed  to 
day- 

11*  ditto.  Two  detachments  were  in  the  field  with  the 
ploughmen  and  one  iu  ambush  ;  returned  in  the  evening  without 
seeing  any  thing. 

IStii  ditto.  Two  parties  were  again  in  the  field  with  the 
ploughmen.  About  noon,  to  day,  ReyntjePieters  came  from  fort 
Orange  with  his  yacht  in  which  also  arrived  Thomas  Chiimbere 
and  Evert  Pels.  Brought  news  that  Peter  the  Fleming,  residing 
on  the  East  shore  opposite  Bethleliem  had  been  waiuied  by  a 
Mohawk  to  depart  if  lie  wish  not  to  be  killed,  for  he  said  that  all 
the  Indians  on  tlie  East  side  of  fort  Orange  river  had  assembled 
and  were  to  come  in  live  days  to  attack  fort  Orange.  This 
Indian  had  given  him  this  warning,  he  being  Jiis  great  JVyfay ' 
and  the  Mahicanders  and  the  Gattskill  Indians  had  all  abandoned 
their  maize  phmtations  ;  yea,  had  offered  to  sell  divers  maize 
plantations  to  the  Dutch  for  a  piece  of  cloth.  Peter  the  Fleming 
brought  this  news  to  Fori  Orange  on  Monday,  being  the'  7'ii  of 
October,  the  day  before  he  left  fort  Orange  with  the  yacht. 
Now,  the  result  hereof  time  will  determine.  I  also  received  a 
letter  from  CattskiU,  from  Elbert  Herbertsen  which  I  enclose 
to  your  Honors.  It  is  dated  sefi  September.  In  like  manner 
Capt  Thomas  Chambers  informs  me  that  many  of  the  Dutch  of 
Fort  Orange  are  removing  in  canoes  the  corn  from  the  Indians' 
plantations  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Indians.  This 
Mohawk  had  also  said  that  five  Indian  Nations  had  assembled 


1  An  Algonkin  word  it 


MBvGooi^le 


84  JOURNAL  OF   THE 

together  ;  namely  the  Mahicanderg,  the  Catskills,  the  Wappiii- 
gers,  those  of  Esopus  besides  another  tribe  of  Indians  that  dwell 
ball'  way  between  Fort  Orange  and  Hartford.  ^foH',  time  will 
tell  what  there  is  herein.  He  said  their  place  of  meeting  was  on 
the  east  side  of  the  fort  Orange  river,  about  three  miles  inland 
from  Claveraek,  and  that  they  w^ere  about  five  hundred  strong. 
Sent  two  esoorts  to  the  river  side  to  fetch  up  tlie  Hon'>'«  Com- 
pany's goods.  They  returned  to  WUdioyck  together  witli  the 
detachments  tiiat  had  been  out  in  the  field  with  the  ploughmen. 
Saw  nothing. 

13  ditto.  The  Company's  yacht  returned  to  the  Manhahtns ; 
the  same  day  two  yaclits  also  arrived  from  the  Manhatans  and 
sailed  for  fort  Orange,  after  having  touched  at  tlie  Redoubt.  A 
detachment  was  out  in  tiie  field  with  the  plough  men  and  one 
in  ambush,  and  I  sent  an  escort  to  tlie  river  side.  The  beer  sent 
up  by  the  Heer  General  was  likewise  distributrd,  to  day,  to  the 
soldiers.     Nothing  else  occurred. 

14*''  ditto;  Sunday— nothing  to  note  except  that  I  sent  a  convoy 
in  the  evening  to  the  river  side  to  drive  up  some  cattle  which 
had  arrived  from  Fort  Orange. 

15  ditto.  Communicated  another  Order  to  the  W.  Court 
l-elative  to  the  non  repairs  of  the  fortress  of  Wildwyck.  It  is 
verbally  as  follows : — 

"  Whereas  an  ^cfe  dated  23*'  August  has  been  communicated 
to  the  Sellout  &  Cominissarles  of  this  Village  Wildwyck  respect- 
ing the  repair  of  this  fortress  of  Wildwyck  and  nothing  resulted 
therefrom  to  this  date,  the  Capt.  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  War 
do,  therefore,  again  recommend  and  order  the  W.  Court  of  this 
Tilb^e  of  Wildwyck  to  cause  the  said  fortress  to  be  properly 
secured  by  the  Commonalty  of  this  Village  against  all  unexpected 
attacks  as  necessity  requires  it,  and  the  fort  lies  open  at  divers 
points  as  the  W.  Coui't  can  itself  see  in  what  state  it  at  present 
is  :  Wherefore  the  W,  Court  of  this  Village  of  Wildwyck  is 
agaia  condescendingly  requested  to  be  pleased  to  give  orders  to 
repair  the  above  mentioned  fort  in  a  proper  manner,  and  in 
defeult  thereof  the  Capt.  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Waj'  do 
hereby  protest,  should  any  attack  be  made  by  our  enemies  on 
this  fortl'ess,  that  they  liold  themselves  guiltless  thereof,  this 
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fortress  being  at  present  incapable  of  defence — and  tliece  appears 
no  disposition  as  yet  to  repaii-  it — although  the  said  Capt. 
Lieutenant  and  Council  of  War  will  perform  their  duty  with  the 
force  entrusted  to  them  by  the  Supreme  Government  and  shall 
constantly  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  both  in  garrison  and  in 
the  iield,  to  maintain  this  place  for  the  public  interest,  trusting 
that  the  W.  Court  will  please  to  give  order  herein  to  their  Com- 
monalty for  the  proper  reparation  thereof,  which  awaiting  &c. 
Done,  Wildwyclc  W^^  Sbef  1663." 

Two  convoys  were  out  in  the  field  with  the  ploughmen  and 
one  in  ambush ;  saw  nothing  during  the  day,  Hans  the  Norman 
arrived-  at  the  Redoubt  with  Ms  yacht  from  fort  Orange ;  reports 
that  full  seven  thousand  Indians  had  assembled  at  Claverack,  on 
the  east  side,  about  three  miles  inland,  but  he  knows  not  with 
what  intent.  Now  what  this  can  mean,  whether  it  be  ti'ue  or 
not,  we  cannot  determine,  but  in  my  opinion  it  looks  somewhat 
like  fiction.     Meanwhile,  notJiing  else  occurred. 

16"'  ditto.  Two  detacliments  were  again  in  the  field  with  the 
ploughmen,  and  an  escort  was  also  down  to  the  dver  side. 
They  returned  and  nothing  else  happened. 

17'ii  ditto.  Two  detachments  were  again  abroad  with  the 
ploughmen,  and  likewise  one  in  ambush  and  had  another  as  an 
escort  to  the  river  side.  Nothing  occurred  to-day.  An  Ordi- 
nance was,  this  day,  drawn  up  by  the  Council  of  War  for  the 
Soldiers  at  the  Redoubt  and  posted  there.     It  reads  as  folloivs  : 

"  Ordikance  made  by  the  Capt.  lAeutenant  tm-d  Yaliavi 
Council  of  War  commanding  the  military  troops  at 
Wildwyck,  and  dependandts,  fot  tht   military  sta- 
tioned at  present  at  th'e  Redoubt. 
"  Whereas  by  daily  experience  we  learn  that  .some  remove 
from  the  Redoubt  to  the  village  of  WHdwyck  without  the  consent 
or  order  of  the  Capt.   Lieutenant  or  other  oificers,  the  Capt. 
Lieutenant  and  Valiant  Council  of  War,  therefore,  wishing  to 
prevent  all  irregularities  and  infiractions  of  military  discipline 
herein  order  and  direct  the  of&eer  and  the  military  under  hia 
command  stationed  at  the  Redoubt,  not  to  remove  himself,  from 
the  Redoubt,  muell  les3  to  send  any  of  his  command  hither  to 
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the  Village  of  WUdwyck  without  proper  consent  of  the  Capt 
Lieutenant  ot  other  Commander  who  represents  him  for  the 
time,  nor  without  bemg  accompanied  by  a  proper  escort  on  pain 
of  being  arbitrarily  punished  by  Court  JMartiaL  Thus  done  by 
tlie  Capt.  Lieutenant  and  Valiant  Council  of  war  in  the  fortress 
WUdwyck  the  ll^ti  gbet-  i6C3.'' 

IS'i"  dittOi  Received  an  answer  fl'ora  the  Court  of  this  village 
to  the  Order  sent  to  them  the,  IB"!  October,  respecting  the  non 
repair  of  the  fortress  WUdwyck.     It  reads  as  follows  ; 

"  The  W.  Court  having  read  the  order  dated  tlie  Ib'^'  S''*"', 
sent  hitliei"  by  tlie  Cap'  Lieutenant  to  tlie  W;  Court,  wliicli  is 
therein  requested  to  repair  and  renew  the  palisades  of  this  Vil- 
lage of  WUdwyck,  so  that  the  ssime  may  be  in  a  state  of  defence, 
tlie  W.  Court  finds  that  necessity  requires  that  this  village  be 
properly  secured  and  protected  by  setting  up  of  good  palisiides ; 
the  W.  Court,  therefore,  orders  and  directs  that  each  farmer 
shall  duely  set  up  and  repair  the  old,  with  new,  palisades  in 
fi-ont  of  his  lot ;  and  the  others,  being  inliabitants  or  Burghers 
occupying  34  lots  In  this  village,  shall  be  obliged  properly  lo 
repair  and  set  up  new  palisades  in  place  of  the  old,  I'rora  the 
Water  gate  along  the  curtains  unto  tlie  lot  of  Arent  Pieterseh 
Tack,  the  new  palisades  being  at  least  two  feet  in  circumference, 
btit  the  thicker  tlie  better,  and  13  feet  in  length,  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  be  determined  by  tlieW.  Court; 
This  renewal  and  setting  up  shall  commence  next  Moudiiy, 
being  the  32'i  October.  Wlierefore  every  inhabitant  is  liereby 
notified  to  appear  at  7  o'clock  on  tlie  day  aforesaid,  at  the  gate 
Hear  Hendrick  Jochenisen's,  there,  as  his  name  is  called,  to  pro- 
ceed to  work  aforesaid,  and  to  continue  at  It  until  the  same  shall 
be  completed,  on  pain,  in  case  of  neglect  or  unwiilingness,  of 
paying  for  the  first  offence  three  guilders ;  for  the  second  offence 
double  as  much,  and  so  on  adding  tliree  guilders.  Thus  dobk 
at  the  Court  of  the  Sheriff  and  Commissaries  of  this  Village 
WUdwyck,  this  16"'  October.  1663,  {Under  written)  By  oMer  of 
the  Sheriff  and  Commissaries  aforesaid.  (Signed)  SIattheus 
Capito,  Secretary. 

Two  detachments   wfcre  out   in   the   field   to-day   with   the 
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l^loughmen,  and  one  at  the  Redoubt  by  the  river  side.    Nothing 
else  was  done  to-day. 

1 9*  ditto.  Two  detachmenta  were  out  again  with  the  plough- 
men, and  one  to  the  river  side ;  a  party  was,  also,  in  ambush  to 
make  some  discovery  ;  but  did  not  see  any  thing, 

20"'  ditto.  Three  detachments  were  out  in  the  field  again 
with  the  plouglimen,  and  one  in  ambush,  but  did  not  remark 
any  thing.  An  escort  was  also  down  to  the  river  side  at  the 
Redoubt. 

21=t  ditto.     Sunday  ;  nothing  occurred. 

22^  ditto.      Three  detacliments  were    again  out  with  the 

ploughmen,  and  one  in  ambush  as  scouting:     An  escort  was 

Ukewise  gent  down  to  the  river  side ;  they  did  not  See  any  thing. 

23^   ditto.      Three  detachments  were   again   olit   with  tlie 

ploughmen,  but  saw  nothing. 

24"'  ditto.  Two  parties  were  again  out  iri  the  iield  with  the 
ploughmen,  and  1  was  until  evening  with  A  party  in  ambuBh, 
but  did  not  perceive  any  tiling. 

25*  ditto.  Two  escorts  were  again  in  the  &eld  witli  the 
ploughmen,  and  one  to  the  river  side.    Nothing  happened. 

26"i  ditto.  An  escort  was  in  the  woods  with  those  cutting 
palisades,  and  another  party  was  in  ambush,  but  saw  nothing. 

27"!  ditto.     An  escort  was  in  the  field  with  the  ploughmen, 
and  one  in  ambush,  and  anotlier  to  the  river  side.    NoHiing  else 
Was  done. 
28'!'  ditto,    Sunday.    Nothing  occurred. 
29"'  ditto.    Two  parties  were  out ;  one  with  the  tt'Ooti  cuttere, 
the  other  in  ambti&h — but  "saw  nothing. 

30'''  ditto.  A  detachmeht  was  in  th'e  woods  wltli  those  cut- 
ting pahsades,  and  a  party  to  tlie  river  side,  and  also  a  troop  in 
the  woods  scouting  ;  did  Hot  See  any  thing. 

31"  ditto.  Gel-rit  Abel  was  tried  before  tlie  Valiant  Court 
ilartial  for  his  ofence  Committed  on  the  2^"'  October  and  it 
sentenced  by  the  Com't  as  follows  : — 

"  Whereas  Gel'ret  Abe!  being  in  command  at  the  Redoubt 
hath  in  contravention  to  the  ordinance  dated  11">  8^^'  enactec 
by  the  Valiant  Council  of  War  and  posted  at  the  Redoubt,  pro 
Cceded  to  the  village  of  Wildwyck  on  last  Monday  the  29'!'  Octo 
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ber,  without  leave,  escort  or  any  necessary  busmess,  biit  merely 
to  get  drunk,  as  actually  happened,  whicli  being  notified  to  the 
Capt  Lieutenant,  he  caused  him  to  be  placed  under  aiTest,  and 
to  be  tried  tins  day,  31  ^t  October,  before  the  Valiant  Court  Mai-- 
tial  and  prosecuted  for  this  his  committed  offenccj  for  which 
the  Capt  Lieutenant  demands  the  Valiant  Council  of  War  duly 
to  punish  the  accused  Gerret  Abel. 

"  The  accused  gave  as  an  excuse  for  bis  coining  here  to  Wild- 
wyck  that  he  wanted  to  get  a  skepel  of  wheat  ground,  and  as  it 
could  not  be  immediately  ground  for  him,  lie  was  to  a  friend's 
with  whom  he  drank  half  a  pint.  And  the  accused  having 
heard  the  <!hai'ge  aforesaid,  acknowledges  to  have  transgressed 
the  ordinance  above  mentioned,  and  supplicates  herein,  not  jus- 
tice, but  mercy. 

"  The  Valiant  Council  of  "War  having  maturely  considered 
this  matter ;  that  a  soldier  and  more  especially  one  who  is  in 
command  over  others  hath  deserved  punishment  for  his  com- 
tnitted  offence  according  to  the  complaint  and  confession  ;  seeing 
that  the  prisoner's  excuse  hath  no  foundation,  sentence  the 
accused  Gerret  Abel,  to  be  dismissed  from  bis  post  of  Cadet 
{Melborsi)  and  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  (^Schildergastmiimst 
te  dom)  at  Sfl.  per  month,  and  to  remain  at  the  Redoubt  until 
f'ui'ther  orders,  he  Gerret  Abel  being  unfit  to  perform  the  duty 
of  Cadet:  Done  at  Wildwyck  the  31«  October  1663.  (Subscribed) 
Marten  CrEgieb,  CuristiAf-k  Nif.ssen,  Thomas  Chambehs,  Eveilt 
WiLLEM  MuNNiCK,  Jan  Peersesj  Jonas  Rantson." 

Same  day^  a  detachment  was  out  in  the  woods  with  the  wood 
cutters  and  one  in  ambush  scouting,  but  they  did  not  see  any 
thing. 

November  the  1^*.  A  party  was  in  ambUsh,  and  a  detach- 
ment with  the  wood  ctitters ;  saw  nothing. 

2"^  ditto.  A  detachment  was  out  with  the  wood  cutters  and 
another  in  ambush  to  Scout. 

3^  ditto.    A  detachment  was  down  at  the  river  side  to  carry 
rations  to  the  people  at  the  Redoubt,  and  another  patty  was  at 
the  Great  Plot,  but  did  not  notice  any  tbiiig. 
4*11  ditto.     Sunday.     Nothing  done 
Bt'i  ditto.  ■  Arv  escort  was  down  to  tho  river  sidt;  to  bring  tifi 
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some  supplies  and  people  that  had  arrived  fiom  the  Manhatans 
in  Lucassen's  yacht,  tliey  heing  freemen  belonging  to  Wildwyck. 
A  party  was  also  out  in  the  bush  with  the  wood  cutters.  No- 
thing else  happened. 

6*'>  ditto.  Ordered  two  soldiers  to  accompany  Arent  Moes- 
man  to  Beeren  island  near  fort  Orange, '  An  escort  was  also  to 
the  river  side  and  being  near  tiie  Redoubt  lay  there  in  ambush 
until  the  evening,  but  saw  nothing.  Another  party  35  in  nura- 
oer  was  at  the  Great  Plot ;  they  retui'ued  in  the  evening,  without 
having  remarked  any  thing. 

7*''  ditto  ;  Wednesday.  This  being  a  day  of  Prayer  (Bededag) 
nothing  was  done.  In  the  evening  Pieter  Wolfertsen  arrived  at 
the  Redoubt  with  Rut  Jacohseij's  yacht ;  hrought  with  him  two 
Christian  children  which  he  had  in  exchange  from  tlie  Esopus 
Indians  for  a  Squaw  with  a  hig  girl ;  brought  bade  the  other 
Indian  prisoners ;  braught  also  the  Wappinger  Sachem  whom 
CouwenhOven  had  detained  in  the  yacht ;  says  a  Christian  woman 
is  kept  a  prisoner  by  tlie  Wappingei's,  and  that  he  had  detained 
the  Chief  in  her  stead  until  they  should  surrender  the  Christian 
woman.  Notliing  else  occurred.  Sent  an  escort  to  the  river 
aide  to  bring  up  the  two  captive  children.  Couwenhoven  said 
that  he  has  concluded  a  ten  days'  truce  with  the  Esopus  Sachem. 
S'l"  ditto.  Have  been,  myself,  with  an  escort  to  the  river  side 
to  bring  up  to  Wildwyck  the  Esopus  Indian  prisoners  &  the 
children  with  the  Wappinger  Indian  captive,  being  in  all  9  in 
number.  On  arriving  at  the  shore,  found  the  Wappinger  Chief 
and  also  one  of  his  Indians  on  boai'd  Rut  Jaeobsen's  Taclit, 
Asked  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven,  what  were  these  two  Indians 
fox's  Said  it  was  the  Sachem  of  the  Wappingers  with  one  of  his 
Indians  whom  he  had  brought  along  but  not  as  a  prisoner — had 
come  willingly  on  board  as.  a  friend.  Asked  him.  If  he  would 
wish  to  return  home  and  endeavor  to  let  us  have  the  female 
christian  captivel  To  which  lie  answered,  yes  ;  says,  he  will 
bring  her  himself  in  six  or  seven  days.  Whereupon  the  Council 
of  War  decided  that  he  and  the  Indian  with  him,  should  be 
released,  and  as  they  were  at  present  our  friends  and  had  re- 
newed peace  we  promised  liim  if  lie  brought  back  the  Christian 

1  Tills  island  is  opposite  CoeymMS.     Ed. 
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1  we  should  then  let  his  brother  go  together  with  another 
prisoner,  Whereunto  he  said,  'Tia  well;  gave  him  a  bark 
canoe  &  let  him  go.  Nothing  else  happened  to-day  as  it  rmned 
unceasingly. 

9'i'  ditto.  It  still  rained  considerably.  Sent  an  escort  to  the 
river  side  ;  Rut  Jacobsen  sailed  with  hia  Yacht  for  fort  Orange. 
Notliing  else  happened. 

10^"  ditto.  A  detachment  was  out  with  the  wood  cutters  j 
nothing  else  occurred. 

11'"  ditto.  Sunday,  nothing  was  done  except  sending  a  party 
to  the  river  side  with  bread  for  the  people  in  the  Redoubt. 

12"'  ditto.  A  detachment  was  out  in  the  bush  with  the 
woodcutters.     Nothing  else  transpired. 

13'''  ditto.  .Tlie  Company's  Yacht  arrived  ;  brings  some  pro- 
visions for  the  garrison  ;  also'  arrived  at  tlie  Redoubt  a  Wappin-' 
ger  Sachem  with  eight  Indians,  bringing  a  female  Christian 
Captive  whom  lie  liad  purchased  from  the  Esopus  Indians  and 
whicli  he  liad  promised  us  on  the  8*''  inst.  on  board  Rut  Jacob- 
son's  Yaclit.  The  Council  of  War  resolved  that  he  and  his 
attending  Indians  should  be  brought  up  to  Wildwyck;  tliey  were 
accordingly  conducted  up  by  Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  and 
Captain  Thomas  Chambers  and  brought  to  Wildwyck.  Sent  for 
liira  to  the  Council  of  War  and  ashed,  wliat  he  had  to  commu- 
nicate'? He  answered,  I  am  come  to  perform  ray  promise  which 
I  gave  on  board  the  Yacht  at  the  Redoubt,  to  bring  in  the 
Christian  Woman  whom  I  bought  from  tlie  Esopus  Squaw,  and 
I  bring  and  present  her  to  you  now,  because  we  are  both  friends. 
Whereupon  we  thanked  him  and  said,  that  M"e  should  apealt  to- 
gether ou  the  morrow.  Lodged  them  in  Capt.  Chambers  house 
and  had  food  furnished  them.  Meanwhile  a  detachment  went 
down  to  the  river  side.     Otherwise  nothing  occurred  to-day, 

14'"  ditto.  The  Council  of  War  met  again  and  resolved  to 
release  the  Wappinger  Indian,  and  to  give  him  back  to  the  Cliief 
witli  one  of  the  Esopus  captive  Squaws,  pm-suant  to  our  pre- 
vious promise,  made  on  the  eight  of  November  to  theWappinger 
Chiefj  on  board  the  Yacht  at  the  Redoubt.  Invited  the  Chief 
and  his  Indians  into  the  Council  chambef  and.  presented  hini 
the  Esopus  Squaw  and  a  little  sucking  infant,  Which  they  took  i 
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I  him  also  with  two  pieces  of  cloth  in  token  of  friend- 
ship. The  Chief  then  requested  that  we  should  live  with  him 
in  ixiendship,  which  should  be  preserved  by  him.  He  gave  us, 
in  token  thereof,  a  Bow  and  arrow  and  said,  f  will  not  make  war 
against  the  Dutch,  but  live  in  peace  with  them.  We  promised 
him  likewise ;  gave  each  otlier  the  hand,  and  the  said  chief  pro- 
mised us  to  do  his  best  to  obtain  back  for  us  all  the  prisoners 
from  the  Esopus  Indians  that  a  mutual  exchange  should  be  made; 
for  to  morrow  being  Thursday,  the  Esopus  Sachem  would  then 
come  with  the  prisoners  according  to  the  promise  he  gave  Lieu- 
tenant Couwenhovsn  and  the  provisional  truee  agreed  upon  for 
ten  days  with  him,  for  he  had  promised  to  fetch  the  Christian 
prisoner's  to  the  Redoubt  in  the  space  of  ten  days,  to  be  then 
exchanged  one  for  tl\e  other.  Now,  what  the  jesUlt  will  be, 
when  the  ten  days  are  expired,  time  will  tell.  So  they  again 
departed  well  satisfied.  Gave  them  an  escort  to  conduct  them 
to  the  river  side,  and  the  Council  resolved  that  the  sloop  shall 
remain  until  the  expiration  of  the  time  agreed  upon  between 
Lieutenant  Couwenhoven  and  the  Esopus  Sachem  on  the  5f> 
November,  on  board  the  Sloop  in  the  Wappinger  Creek,  to  wit : 
that  the  Esopus  Chief  should  bring  up  all  the  Christian  prisoners 
to  the  Redoubt  to  exchange  them  then,  one  for  another,  where- 
upon a  ten  days'  tnice  was  mutually  agreed  to.  A  soldier  named 
Jurien  Helm  died  to  day.    An  escort  was  also  down  to  the  river 

side.     Nothing  else  occurred  to  day, 

IStl' ditto.     A  vessel  arrived  from  fort  Orange  with  cattle; 

sent  a  convoy  to  the  river  side.    Nothing  else  happened. 
16*  ditto.    Another  detachment  was  down  to  the  river,    A 

yacht  bound  for  the  Manhatans  arrived  from  fort  Orange  to  day 

Nothing  else  occurred, 

ITiii  ditto.    Arranged  every  thing  in  order  and  departed  with 

some  of  the  Military  for  the  Manhatans  leaving  in   Wildwyck 

about  sixty  soldiers  under  the  command  of  Ensign  Christiaeu 

Niessen.  ** 

18^   Sundayi     After   Capt  Lieutenant  Martin    Cregiers  de- 

pairture  yesterday,  Jan  Hendricksen  Van  Baal  came  the  fourth 

person  up  to  Wildwyck.     He  arrived  from  the  Manhatans'  in  M'. 
■  That  part  of  the  Journal  between  Asteriaks  is  l)j-  Ensign  Niessen.    En. 
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Abraham's'  yacht  and  reported  that  two  Dutchmen  were  killed 
by  the  Savages  between  Gfmonapa^  and  the  Maize  land.  Had 
them  escorted,  on  their  return,  to  the  river  side.  Nothing  else 
occurred. 

lOtJ"  ditto.  Sent  another  party  to  the  Redoubt  and  had 
provisions  brought  up.  Discharged  one  man  at  the  Redoubt  and 
sent  two  others  thither  ;  also,  distributed  powder  to  the  iTien, 
half  a  pound  to  each.     Nothing  else  done. 

20"^  ditto.     Sent  a  detachment  to  the  woods  to  draw  out 
timber.    This  was  all  that  occurred. 
21'' ditto.     Nothing  happened. 

22'^  ditto.  Sent  a  detachment  to  the  ri^'er  side.  Otherwise 
nothing  occurred. 

23'i  ditto.  €?he  only  thing  done  to  day  was  to  send  another 
party  to  the  river  side  with  grain. 

2-4tli  ditto.  The  yachts  of  Reyndert  Pietetsen  and  the  Spaniard 
arrived  at  the  Redoubt ;  sent  an  escort  thither.  No  other 
occnrrehce  took  place. 

aS'*"  ditto.    Sunday.    Nothing  happened. 
26""  ditto.    Sent  down  an  escort  to  the  river  side  to  fetch  up 
the  Hon''!"  Company's  supplies.     No  other  circumstance  oc- 
cniTcd. 

27"'  ditto.  Sent  another  convoy  to  the  river  side  to  take  down 
grain.    Otherwise  nothing  happened. 

28"!  ditto.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a  Wappinger 
Indian  came  to  Wildwyck  with  a  flag  of  truce  j  reports  that  a 
Wappinger  Sachem  lay  at  the  river  side  near  the  Redoubt  with 
venison  and  wished  to  have  a  wagon  to  convey  the  venison  up 
for  sale,  which  was  refused.  The  said  Indian  told  me  that  the 
Sachem  had  not  much  to  say ;  added  further,  that  the  Hacking- 
sack  Indians  had  represented  that  four  of  the  Esopus  Indians, 
prisoners  in  our  hands,  had  died.  "Whereupon  the  Indian 
prisoners  were  bronglit  out  to  the  gate  to  him,  to  prove  to 
him  that  they  were  stiU  living  and  well.  Sent  him  down 
inraediately  to  his  Sachem  at  the  river  side,  to  say  to  him  that 
we  should  come  to  him  to  morrow. 

1  Abraham  Staats. 

2  How  Oommunopaw  N.  J. 
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29">  ditto.  At  day  break  had  notice  given  that  those  who  were 
desirous  of  purchasing  venison  from  the  Indians  should  go  along 
with  the  escort  to  the  river  side.  Accompanied  the  detaeliment 
to  the  shore  and  conversed  with  the  Sachem-in  t}ie  presence  of 
Capt  Thomas  Chambers  and  Sergeant  Jan  Peersen.  He  said,  he 
had  been  to  receive  the  Christian  prisoners  and  should  have  had 
them  with  us  before,  had  he  not  unfortunately  burnt  himself  in 
his  sleep  when  lying  before  the  fire  ;  shewed  us  his  buttock  with 
the  mark  of  the  burn  which  was  very  lai'ge ;  Also  said,  that  six 
Christian  Captives  were  together  at  the  river  side,  and  gave  ten 
fathom  of  Sewan  to  another  Indian  to  look  up  the  seventh 
Christian  who  is  Alhert  Heyman's  oldest  daughter,  promising  us 
positively  that  he  should  restore  all  the  Clu'istian  prisoners  tons 
in  the  course  of  three  days,  provided  it  did  not  blow  too  hard 
from  the  North  ;  otlierwise,  he  could  not  come  before  the  fourth 
daj'.  We,  tlien^  parted  after  heliad,  meanwhile,  sold  his  venison. 
He  left  immediately  in  his  canoe, 

30"'  Sent  an  escort  to  the  river  side  with  grain.  Nothing 
else  occurred. 

1>*  December.  The  only  circumstance  that  happened  to  day 
was  the  sending  away  tlie  three  Indians  with  a  letter  to  the 
Hon^'f'  Hcei-  Director  General  and  Council  of  New  Netherlaud, 
to  whom  the  following  was  written  in  haste. 

"  Noble,   Respected,  llight  honourable,  Wise,   Prudent  and 

most  discreet  T,ords- 
"  To  be  brief,  we  could  not  omit  advising  Your  Honours  that 
three  Indians  arrived  here  yesterday,  being  come,  as  they  said, 
from  the  Manhatans,  with  an  open  letter,  being  a  pass  not  to 
commit  any  hostility  against  their  people  to  this  date.  But  we 
cannot  determine  what  sinister  design  these  Indians  may  have 
recourse  to  under  cover  of  this  pass.  We  maintain  that  such 
and  other  Indians  resort  here  with  such  passes,  to  spy  out  this 
our  place.  Meanwhile,  we  being  on  our"  guard,  placed  sentinels 
every  where  before  them,  to  prevent  them  passing  through  the 
village  to  examine  and  piy  into  it,  as  they  ai-e  sh'ongly  inclined 
to  do.  In  the  meantime  we  inform  your  Honours  that  on  the 
day  before  yestei'day  the  Wappinger  Sachem  came  with  venison 
to  the  Eetloubt,  and  we  have  had  a  tallt  with  him,  and  he  prom- 
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ised  us,  among  other  things,  to  bring  us  hither  all  the  Christian 
prisoners,  within  three  or  four  days,  according  to  the  entries'  in 
our  daily  journal  wliieh  Your  Honors  shall  receive  from  us  by 
the  .first  Yacht.  Dpne,  WUdwyck  this  first  December  1663. 
(Was  subscribed)  Chihstiaen  Niessf.n,  Thomas  Chambehs." 

2^  ditto.  Sunday.  Nothing  liappened,  except  that  on  accoujit. 
of  the  hgrd  frost,  I  requested  the  skippers  of  the  vessels  to  go 
down  to  the  Kedoubt  to  examine  their  Yachts  which  they  con- 
sented to  do.  In  the  afternoon,  after  the  Sermon,  seat  a  party 
to  the  shore  to  talie  down  grain  and  to  put  it  on  board. 

3*1  ditto.  The  military  Council  havuig  met,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Ensign  Oiristiaen  Niessen  proposes  to  send  doivn,  pursuant 
to  despatches  from  the  Hon'''''  Director  General  and  Council, 
the  saddles,  pistols,  liolstevs  &  cai'bines,  the  best  whereof  was 
leit  by  Capt.  Lieutenant  Mai'tin  Cregier  and  remains  witli  the 
Clerk,  Mattlieus  Capito,  aa  appears  also  by  letters  from  tSie 
Capt.  Lieutenant  aforesaid  together  with  the  three  metal  guns 
and  tlieir  accoutrements  as  tliey  were  used  in  tlie  field,  and 
also  one  sail. 

"  The  Military  Council  decided  that  it  was  impossible,  in 
view  of  the  approaching  winter,  to  send  the  articles  down  at 
present  as  here  at  Wildwyck  we  have  no  smith  sufficiently  ex- 
pert to  repair  the  arms,  and  as  tlie  Wappingers  come  almost 
daily  under  pretfince  of  exchanging  Christians,  to  spy  out  tliis 
p)ace  which  already  hath  suftered  massacre  enough,  and  conse- 
quently, if  the  articles  in  readiness  were  sent  away  (which 
would  be  publicly  seen  by  other  tribes  of  Indians)  two  massacres 
(which  Gqd  forbidl)  may  occur  through  want  of  all  adequate 
means,  save  God's  Providence, 

"  Sndiy.  The  Ensign  aforesaid  moves,  inasmuch  as  the  setting 
out  of  tlie  palisades  isfound  asyet  to  be  for  the  greater  part 
inadequate  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  Capt.  Lieutenant's 
request,  and  as  in  tnany  places  palisades  have  been  removed 
from  the  ciirtaiiis  and  not  replaced  by  others,  much  less  atten- 
tion paid  to  setting  out  the  same,  to  the  imminent  ruin  and  de- 
sU'uction  of  this  Village  of  Wildwyck,  vnhioliGoA  forfend  ;  and 
demands  further  that  the  inhabitants  of  WUdwyck  may  be  noti- 
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fied  by  tlie  W.  Court  to  put  the  fort  in  a  suitable  state  of  defence 
within  the  space  of  three  days,  and  in  default  or  neglect  thei-eof, 
that  he  do  it  with  the  best  means  he  may  at  present  find  at  hand, 
and  demand  repayment  therefor  when  done  from  the  W.  Court 
at  Wildwyck. 

"  The  Military  Council  unajiimously  resolved  that  for  the  due 
execution  of  said  proposal,  It  be  forthwith  communicated  to  the 
W.  Court  in  Wildwyck,  and  that  they  answer  the  same  without 
delay.  (Signed)  Thomas  CnAftiEERS,  Hendrick  Jochems,  Jan 
Peersen,  Evert  Pels,  Jonas  Rantsou,  Walkan  t>v  Mond,  Anto- 
nie  dei.ava." 

Also,  sent  a  convoy  down  in  tlie  mnniing  with  grain  to  the 
river  side, ,  which  on  returning  brought  up  the  Wappinger 
Sachem  and  his  wife,  and  Splitnose,  the  Indian  last  taken  by  us. 
"Which  Sachem  brought  with  him  two  captive  Christian  children, 
staling  to  us  tliat  he  could  not,  pui-suant  to  his  previous  promise 
of  the  aS""  November,  bring  along  with  him  the  remaindev, 
being  still  five  Christian  captives,  tiecause  three  were  a.t  their 
hunting  gromids,  and  he  could  not  find  them,  but  that  another 
Indian  was  out  looking  for  them  ;  the  two  others  are  in  his 
vicinity,  the  Squaw  who  keeps  them  prisoner  will  not  let  them 
go,  because  she  is  very  sick  and  hath  no  cliildren,  and  expects 
soon  to  die ;  and  when  he  can  get  Albert  Heymans'  oldest 
daughter,  who  is  also  at  the  liunting  ground,  and  whom  he  hath 
already  purchased  and  paid  for ;  then  he  shall  bring  the  remain- 
der of  the  Ciiristian  captives  along.  For  the  two  Christian  chil- 
dren which  he  hath  brought  with  him,  an  Indian  child  is  given 
him,  being  a  little  girl,  and  three  pieces  of  cloth,  with  which  he 
was  content.  In  the  aftei-noon,  Jeronimus  Ebbing,  Micolaes 
Meyer  and  Frederick  the  Honii'e  Company's  late  carpenter, 
went  down  unescorted  to  the  Redoubt,  with  sis  wagon  loads  of 
grain,  not  being  willing  to  wait  for  the  writings  and  letters 
which  should  be  sent  by  them  to  the  Heeren  Director  General 
and  Council  of  N.  Netherland  ;  and  the  Skipper  Lucas  Andries- 
sen,  also,  said  that  he  would  not  wait  for  the  Director  Generara 
nor  any  man's  letters  but  be  off,  as  the  wind  was  fair.* 

■  Gupt.  Cregier  now  resumes  and  cpnolndesi  the  Jonvnal. — Ep. 
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19">  ditto.  About  tliree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  started 
from  the  Manhatans  for  the  Esopus  in  the  Hon''i^  Company's 
Yacht,  with  a  W.  S  west  wind ;  arrived  that  night  at  Ta[ppanJ- 
hooli,'  where  we  cast  anchor  as  it  was  calm  and  the  ebb  was 
running  against  us, 

SO*"  ditto.  Weighed  anchor  about  eight  o'clock  and  drifted 
upward  with  the  flood,  but  about  10  o'clock  the  wind  came  up 
from  the  North— so  that  we  could  make  sail  and  weathered  the 
Highland  to  day,  where  we  came  to  anchor  anew,  as  the  flood 
was  again  gone ;  saw  an  Indian  paddle  across  the  river  in  a 
canoe,  but  be  was  a  full  half  mile  from  us.  Notliiug  else  oc- 
cuiTed  to  day. 

21s'  ditto.  The  flood  set  in  about  two  hours  betbre  day  ;  ran 
through  tlie  Highlands  ;  having  got  through  which,  we  caught 
a  southera  breeze  but  at  day  break  it  became  calm  again  ;  so 
ran  by  the  Kamer  and  arrived  this  night  about  10  o'clock  at  the 
ijLOuth  of  the  Esopus  Kill.  Despatched  a  man  up  with  a  note 
t«  Ensign  Nyssen  to  send  down  some  wagons  in  the  morning 
with  an  escort  to  convey  up  the  Hon^ie  Company's  supplies 
which  were  sent  for  the  garrison. 

^2^.  About  9  o'clock  the  escort  arrived  at  the  beach  with 
the  wagons  j  entered  the  liill  with  the  yacht  in  order  to  discharge 
the  goods ;  remained  this  night,  in  the  kill  in  front  of  the  Re- 
doubt ;  it  froze  dufing  the  night  so  hard  that  the  yacht  was 
hemmed  in  by  the  ice ;  arrived  at  Wildwyck  about  noon  ;  sent  a 
convoy  to  haul  stone. 
33''  ditto.    Sunday.    No  business, 

24">  ditto.  Monday.  Assembled  the  Sheriff  and  Commissa- 
ries of  the  Village  "Wildwyck  and  handed  them  the  letter  sent  to 
them  by  the  Hon'''*  Director  General  and  Council  and  discharged 
Sheriif  Swartwout  from  his  office  and  put  [Mattheus,  Capito] 
provisionally  in  his  place  and  presented  him  to  the  Coui-t  of 
Wildwyck  according  to  order,  whom  the  said  Commissaries  con- 
gratulated and  were  well  pleased  with ;  they  promised  honestly 
to  obey  what  the  Beer  Director  General  and  Council  have  been 
pleased  to  order.  A  party  was  sent  to  the  Great  Plot  to  cut 
oats  which  happened  to  be  late  in  ripening,  as  an  opportunity 
1  Qu.— What  is  now  Tellfir's  point. 
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nowpreseiited  to  cut  it  and  draw  it  home.  The  farmers  thrashed 
some  of  it  also,  and  tiie  vijm  [a  hundred  and  tour  sheaisj  pro- 
duced five  skepels  of  clean  oats. 

SS*"  ditto,  Tuesday,  Nothing  happened  except  that  Reyntje 
Pieters  came  from  the  riVCT  side  ■  he  informs  us  the  kill  at  the 
Redoubt  was  still  fast. 

set"  ditto.     No  occurrence. 

27^1  ditto.  A  party  was  out  on  the  Great  Plot  hauling  stone  ; 
nothing  else  occurred. 

28">  ditto.  The  Captain  and  Lieutenant  of  the  Burghery  of 
Wiitwyck  requested  to  have  a  drum  according  to  the  promise 
given  them  by  the  Heer  General.  By  permission  of  the  Military 
Council  a  Drum  and  appurtenances  were  given  to  the  officers  of 
the  burghery  of  Wildwyck.  A  party  was  down  to  the  river  side 
to  see  if  circumstances  would  admit  of  the  sloop  leaving  the  kill. 
The  party  retuinied  and  stated  that  there  was  no  way  as  yet  to 
go  out  of  the  kill. 

28"|.  The  officers  of  the  Eiii^hery  presented  a  petition  ;  it 
reads  as  follows : — We  the  undei-signed,  Tomas  Chambrets  Cap- 
tain and  Hendrick  Jochemsi  Lieutenant  of  the  Burghery  in  Wild- 
wyck, hereby  request  the  Honii'B  Valiant  Heer  Marteu  Kregier, 
Cap'  Lieutenant  to  be  pleased  to  furnish  a  keg  of  gunpowder 
with  lead  in  proportion  on  the  village  account,  to  be  distributed 
and  used  in  time  of  need  for  the  safety  of  this  place,  and  we 
await  your  Hon'^  favorable  answer.  Done  Wiitwyck  tliis  28tti 
Xber  1663.  (Signed)  Tomas  Chamebes,  Hendrick  Jocheiis,  The 
answer  thereto  is  as  follows — Petitioners'  request  is  gi-anted. 
Whenever  they  require  it  at  the  public  expense  or  for  their  own 
defence,  it  shall  be  furnished  ihem  from  the  Honi^'^  Company's 
Magazine  by  the  officer  who  will  be  here.  Done,  Wiltviyck  this 
281''  December,  1G63. 

29'!' ditto,  The  Military  Council  resolved  to  issue  an  Ordi 
nance  against  the  gunners  who  usually  mn  about  firing  on  Kew 
Tear's  day  or  night,  which  was  also  published  and  affixed.  It 
reads  as  follows  :— 

"  Whereas  we  find  by  Experience  that  some  persons  presume 
from  year  to  year  to  discharge  guns  on  the  day  of  the  new  incom- 
ing year  thus  wasting  powder  unprofltably  both  in  the  morning 
Vol.  IV.  7 
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and  throughout  the  day  and  sometimes  to  tlie  great  danger  of 
each  other  and  to  their  own  destruction,  both  in  wounding  or 
destroying  their  own  persons  which  frequently  occm's  therefrom; 
and  whereas  there  nrn  here  many  ricks  and  barns  full  of  grahi 
and  straw,  and  as  great  disorder  and  rashness  prevail  in  many 
places  especially  on  this  day,  both  in  the  morning  and  through- 
out the  day,  by  firing  of  gu^is  which  is  practised  and  prevails 
more  particularly  in  this  place  on  the  above  mentioned  New 
Year's  day ;  Therefore  the  Captain  Lieutenant  and  valiant 
Council  of  War  order  and  forbid  all  persons  whom  it  may  con- 
cern that  no  one  shall  presume  on  New  Yeai-'s  day,  being  the 
first  of  January  to  discliarge  any  gun  or  other  fii'e  arms  in  front 
of  any  houses  or  any  other  places  where  it  is  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, unless  for  some  approaching  enemies,  and  that  under 
the  penalty  of  six  guilders  for  each  shot  fired  by  the  person. 
Both  the  Sheriff  and  military  officers  are  ordered  to  pay  sti'ict 
attention  hereunto  so  that  this  our  order  msiy  be  duly  obeyed. 
Thus  done  and'  enacted  by  the  Captain  Lieutenant  and  Valiant 
Council  of  War  in  Fort  Wiltwyck  this  29'^  Xber  1663." 

Have  been  down  with  a  pai-ty  to  the  river  side  to  bring  away 
the  guns  and  other  munitions  of  wai'.     Nothing  else  occiai'red. 

30'*'.  Sunday.  Nothing  done  as  it  rained  almost  the  entire 
day  and  the  kill  became  again  open. 

31='.  Lefl  the  Esopus  again  in  the  Honii'^  Companys  Yacht 
for  the  Manhatans,  the  wind  Southerly.  Weathered  the  Long 
Reach  where  we  came  to  anchor  in  the  night  about  twelve  o'clock. 
1664.  1st  January.  The  wind  continuing  southerly,  tacked 
to-day  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  the  Highlands  where  we  ancJiored 
about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  the  iiood  being  spent  weighed 
anchor  and  passed  through  the  Higlilands  where  we  again  cast 
anchor. 

2'^.  Weighed  anchor  again,  and  drifted  with  the  ebb  as  far 
down  as  Tappaen. 

3*.  Having  weighed  anchor  again,  di-ifted  down  anew  with 
the  ebb  to  the  end  of  Manhatans  island,  where  we  made  sail 
about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  wind  being  westerly,  and 
arrived  about  twelve  o'clock  at  the  Manliatans, 

jMaktis  Kreoier. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM  A  WOKK   CALLED 

BREEDEN    RAEDT 

AES  DE  VEEEEN'IGHDE 

NEDEKLANDSCHE    PROVINTIEN. 

printed  in  antwerp  in  1649. 

Trakslated  fhom  the  Dutch  Original 

BY  MR.  c. 


AMSTERDAM  1850. 
FE,   MULLER, 
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•,'  In  tbe  year  IC49,  delegates  mere  aent  fi'om  Hew  Netherland  to  Holland 
to  obtain  redress  of  Tarious  grievances  of  wMch  the  Colonists  of  the  day  com- 
plained. A  number  of  represontatioiK  were  madebytlie  complainants  aa  well  as 
by  the  government.  Of  these  Van  der  Donck's  Verioogh  and  Secretary  Van 
Tienhoven's  answer,  have  been  published  in  the  Collections  of  the  N.  T.  Hist. 
Soo,,  2d.  Ser.  il.  The  "Breeden  Eaet"  or  Pall  Information  to  the  United 
Hetherland  Provinces,  Is  another  of  the  publications  called  forth  by  the  same 
circnmatanoe.  It  was  printed  at  Antwerp  originally  in  1049,  It  conaisfa  of  a 
Dialogue  lyeticeea  eight  persons  and  appears  fo  be  a  strong  attack  on  the  adminia- 
traljonsof  Directors  Kieftand  Stayvesant.  A  brochure,  made  up  of  Extracts 
ftom  tl)^  worfc  having  recently  appeared  in  Amsterdam,  a  copy  was  obtained  for 
the  State  Library  which  is  now  reprinted.  Hitherto,  the  work  has  been  unknown 
to  bibliographers. 
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B.  Passing  over  several  minor  abuses,  in  order  to  come  to  the 
tyrany  which  ruins,  the  whole  country,  you  must  know  tliat 
Governor  Kieft  had  tor  a  long  time  secretly  intended  to  begin  a 
war  witli  the  savages  of  New  Netherland,  because  they  ]iad 
refused,  on  reasonable  grounds,  to  give  him  a  certain  contribu- 
tion, alleging  they  were  not  obliged  to  give  it  to  the  director,  or 
to  the  Dutch  : 

1.  Not  for  the  sake  of  the  soldiers,  since  they  did  tiiem  no 
service,  in  case  of  war  with  other  tribes ;  for  that  tliey  crept, 
together  like  cats  upon  a  piece  of  cloth  and  might  be  killed  a 
thousand  times  over,  before  news  could  be  got  to  the  fort,  which 
was  at  a  great  distance  from  them ;  still  less  that  they  could  be 
delivered  or  seconded  in  time  by  its  soldiers. 

3.  Further,  that  tliey  had  allowed  us  to  remain  peaceably  in 
their  countiy,  that  they  had  never  demanded  a  recompense  from 
us,  and  that,  tor  that  reason,  we  were  under  obligations  to  them, 
and  not  they  to  us. 

3.  Item,  that  when  our  nation,  having  lost  a  ship  there  had 
built  a  new  one,  they  had  supplied  them  with  victuals  and  all 
other  necessaries,  and  had  taken  care  of  them  for  two  winters, 
till  the  ship  was  finished  ;  consequently  we  were  under  obliga- 
tion to  them,  not  they  to  us. 

4.  For  that  reason  they  asked  why  they  should  supply  us 
with  maize  tor  nothing,  since  they  paid  as  much  as  we  asked, 
for  every  thing  they  came  to  purchase  of  us. 

5.  If  we,  said  they,  have  ceded  to  you  the  country  you  are 
living  in,  we  yet  remain  masters  of  what  we  have  retained  for 


Have  we  not  supplied  you  Swannelcens  (i.  e.  Germans  or 
Dutchmen)  on  your  first  arrival  here  and  when  you  liad  no 
mockols  (i.  e.  ships,)  with  provisions  foe  two  wholti  winters,  and 
had  we  not  you  would  have  died  of  hunger  1 
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The  delegates  from  all  tlie  savage  ti'ibes,  such  as  the  Karitansj 
whose  chiefs  called  themselves  Oi-ingkes,  from  Orange,  the  Hac- 
quinsacks,  the  Wappenas,  Hogelauders,  "Wicquasgecks,  Recke- 
wacke,  Mereckewaoks,  Tappandersj  Massapeins,  Zinkeeuvv,  and 
others,  had  got  as  many  objections  to  make,  as  there  were  points 
to  discuss.  They,  however,  separated  peaceably,  contenting 
themselves  with  giving  us  no  contributions  nor  asking  any  from 
us.  Director  Kieft,  seeing  himself  deprived  of  this  contribution 
which  he  was  very  greedy  of  by  so  many  reasons,  and  also 
because  it  would  disgrace  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymenj 
invented  other  means  to  satisfy  his  insatiable  avaricious  soul. 
E.  Weil,  skipper,  Iiow  did  all  that  end  1 
B.  Wlieu  in  the  year  1643,  about  Shrovetide,  the  savages  were 
surprised  by  some  other  tribfes  (which  were  too  powerful  fi)r 
them)  and  obliged  to  retreat  they  took  refuge  in  our  territory, 
not  suspecting  they  had  any  thing  to  fear  from  us.  About  the 
same  time  there  was  a  feast  at  the  house  of  Jan  Janssen  Damenj 
at  which  the  director,  in  a  significant  toast,  communicated  his 
intended  attack  on  the  savages  to  three  inconsiderate  boors,  viz  : 
Maryn  Adriaensz,  Jan  Jansz  and  Abraham  Plancy,  who  present- 
ed a  (pretended)  request,  composed  by  secretary  Tienhoven,  to 
the  governor,  begging  him  to  allow  them  to  take  revenge  on  the 
savages,  who  killed  the  servant  of  Mr.  v.  Nederhorst,  which 
crime  had  not  been  punished  ;  this  fetribation  being  necessary 
to  maintain  the  reputation  of  our  nation. 
K;  Was  that  true  1 

B.  I  will  tell  you  sir.  A  certain  savage  chief  named  Hacquin- 
sacq,  who  was  considered  as  heedless  even  by  the  savages  them- 
selves, having  been  intoxicated  with  brandy  by  our  men,  being 
asked  whether  he  was  able  to  make  a  good  use  of  his  bow  and 
arrow  when  in  that  state,  in  reply  pointed  his  arrow  at  a  certain 
man  called  Gerrit  Yansz,  a  servant  of  the  deceased  Mr.  vart 
Nederhorsts,  whom  he  actually  killed,  asking  whether  he  waa 
able  or  not.  To  revenge  this  man's  death  several  savages  had 
been  killed,  and  our  people  were  again  in  peace  with  them ;  so 
that  at  the  time  the  director  ordered  this  massacre,  the  same 
tribe  who  had  killed  the  deceased  Mr.  v.  Nedevhovsts  servant, 
bad  been  visited  some  weeks  before  by  the  director  himself,  and 
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supplied  with  all  necessaiies ;  this  pretent  was  therefore  altogether 
a  specious  one. 

K.  Was  it  then  in  the  power  of  one  man  to  begin  a  wdi-  or 
massacre  for  tliat  t 

B.  That  it  might  appear  plausible,  they  had  such  a  petition 
presented;  to  wliich,  on  Feb.  25.  1643  was  answered  tliat  they 
authorised  Maryn  Adriaensz,  with  his  company,  to  make  an 
attack  on  tlie  Savages,  camped  at  Curlers  plantation,  and  to  treat 
them  as  time  and  circumstances  required. 

E,  Who  ever  gave  such  an  authorisation  1  Who  could  have 
been  the  author  of  that  authorisation  1 

B.  Why  secrelaiy  Cornelius  van  Tienhoven,  who  is  now 
returned  home  to  make  a  report  on  New  Netherland  ;  tlie  same 
who  had,  composed  the  petition. 

C.  A  child  might  see  that  that  was  but  a  pretext.  The  secre- 
tary deserved  to  he  torn  to  pieces  by  four  horses  as  a  traitor  ; 
and  as  for  the  three  boors,  according  to  law  they  had  forfeited 
their  lives.  In  the  mean  time  were  the  settlers  warned  to  be  on 
the  alert,  that  they  might  not  run  any  risk  either  by  assistance 
or  resistance  1 

B.  Nobody  at  all  was  warned  but  the  three  before  mentioned. 
The  settlers  were  not  so  much  as  thought  of.  The  secretary 
himself  went  to  reconnoitre  the  camp  of  the  savages  tlje  day 
before  the  attack,  and  if  the  settlers  had  known  what  was  intend- 
ed, supposing  there  had  been  reasons  for  it,  not  one  of  the  savs^es 
would  have  escaped  ;  but  if,  as  was  really  the  case,  there  had 
been  no  reasons,  the  director  would  never  have  been  able  to 
commit  such  a  murder,  if  even  he  had  such  traitors  as  secretaries. 

J.  By  what  I  understand  of  the  affair,  the  secretary  is  the 
principal  cause  of  what  followed.     But  how  did  they  proceed  1 

E.  Betwreen  the  25  and  26  Febr.  16i3,at  midnight  SOandodd 
savages  were  murdered  at  Pavonia,  by  80  soldiers.  Young 
children,  some  of  them  snatched  from  their  mothers,  were  cut  in 
pieces  belbre  the  eyes  of  tlieir  pai'ents,  and  the  pieces  were 
thrown  into  the  fire  or  into  the  water  ;  other  babes  were  bound 
on  planks  and  then  cut  through,  stabbed  and  miserably  massacred, 
so  that  it  would  break  a  heart  of  stone ;  some  were  thrown 
into  the  river  and  when  the  fathers  and  mothers  sought  to 
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save  them,  the  soldiers  would  not  suffer  them  to  come  asliore  but 
caused  both  old  and  young  to  be  drowned,  Some  children  of  from 
5  to  6  years  of  age,  as  also  some  old  infirm  persons,  who  had 
maaaged  to  hide  tiiemselves  in  the  bushes  and  reeds,  came  out 
In  the  morning  to  beg  for  a  piece  of  bread  and  for  permission  to 
warm  themselves,  but  were  all  murdered  in  cold  blood  and 
thrown  into  tlie  lire  or  the"  water.  A  few  escaped  to  our  settlers, 
some  with  the  loss  of  a  hand,  others  of  a  leg,  others  again  holding 
in  their  bowels  with  their  hands,  and  all  so  cut,  haclied  and 
maimed,  that  worse  could  not  be  imagined  ;  they  wore  indeed  in 
such  a  state  that  our  people  supposed  they  had  been  sui'prised 
by  their  enemies,  the  tribe  of  the  Maquaes.  Aftei^this  exploit 
the  soldiers  were  recompensed  for  their  services,  and  thanked 
by  the  director  Kieft  in  person.  In  another  place,  on  the  same 
night,  at  Curier's  Hook,  near  Curler's  plantation,  about  forty 
savages  were  surprised  in  their  sleep  in  the  same  way,  and 
massacred  like  the  others. 

D.  Did  ever  the  duke  of  Alba  do  more  evil  in  the  Nether- 
lands 1 

r.  Certainly  you  have  such  Dutch  Governors  or  directors  who 
honour  and  respect  the  duke  of  Alba. 

B.  Yes  sir,  it  is  a  scandal  for  our  nation  ;  and  if  silence  would 
have  remedied  it  1  should  never  have  mentioned  it.  But 
information  has  been  given  of  it  in  the  proper  quarter,  and  not 
only  it  has  not  been  remedied,  but  it  has  gone  still  worse  as  you 
shall  hear  directly. 
H.  But  did  tlie  savages  suffer  this  so  quietly  1 
B.  Oh  no  sir..  As  soon  as  they  found  how  the  Swannekens 
treated  them,  they  killed  all  the  men  they  could  lay  hands  on, 
but  I  never  heard  that  they  did  any  harm  to  the  women  or 
cliildren.  Besides  tliis  they  burned  and  destroyed  all  the  houses, 
farms,  barns  and  .everything  they  could  come  at,  so  that  they 
began  a  declared  and  destructive  war. 

0.  Quiequid  deliraut  reges  plectuntur  achivi. 
B.  I  am  told  for  a  fact  that  a  certain  skipper  Isaac  Abraham- 
sen,  having  saved  a  young  boy,  and  hidden  him  under  the  sails 
in  order  to  give  him  to  one  Cornelius  Melyn,  towai-ds  morning 
the  poor  child,  overcome  with  cold  and  hunger,  made  some  noise 


_i.)0»^lc 


;eden  raedt.  105 

and  was  heard  by  the  soldiei'S,  18  Dutch  tigers,  draggea  from 
under  the  sails  in  spite  of  the  endeavors  of  tlie  skipper,  who 
was  alone  against  18,  cut  in  two  and  tlirown  overboard. 
F.  But  what  did  the  inliabitants  say  of  tlie  massacre  ■? 
B.  They  were  not  only  much  displeased  but  took  notes  of 
ail  that  passed  from  time  to  time,  for  those  of  the  country  (plant- 
ers) were  all  ruined,  and  in  the  forts  there  was  little  provision 
and  little  strength.  This  they  wrote-  and  sent  to  government 
relating  the  causes  and  occasions  of  the  war,  with  ail  the  circum 
stances  as  they  had  occurred. 

J.  How  did  you  do  in  the  meanwhile,  before  an  answer  ar- 
rived'? 

B.  We  had  but  a  choice  of  evils.  The  Director  robbed  and 
murdered  wherever  he  could,  and  in  the  manner  already  related 
1600  savages  were  killed  in  the  .years  1643  and  1644 ;  some  of 
them  were  settled  among  the  English,  at  a  distance  of  from  10 
to  20  miles  from  us,  who  were  most  of  them  surprised  in  their 
sleep,  many  of  them  never  having  seen  a  Dutchman  much  less 
ever  having  done  them  any  harm. 

In  April  of  the  year  1644,  seven  savages  were  arrested  at 
Heemstede  (where  an  English  clergyman,  Mr.  Fordam,  was 
governor),  on  a  charge  of  killing  two  or  tliree  pigs,  though  it  was 
afterwards  discovered  that  some  Englishmen  had  done  it  them- 
selves. Director  Kieft  w^  informed  by  Mr.  Fordham,  that  he 
liad  just  arrested  seven  savages,  who  were  confined  in  a  cellar, 
but  whom  he  had  not  dared  to  treat  inhumanely,  as  he  could 
not  answer  for  the  consequences  to  himself,  because  such  things 
are  not  to  be  winked  at  there,  or  perliaps  because  the  English 
nation  wish  to  cause  a  general  dislike  among  the  savages  to  our 
people,  Kieft  innnediately  sent  ensign  Opdyk  with  an  English- 
man, John  Onderhill,  and  15  or  16  soldiers,  who  kOled  three  of 
the  seven  in  the  cellar.  They  then  took  the  other  four  with 
them  in  the  saihng  boat,  two  of  whom  were  towed  along  by  a 
string  round  their  necks  till  they  were  drowned,  while  the  two 
unfortunate  survivors  were  detained  as  prisoners  at  fort  Am- 
sterdam. When  they  had  been  kept  a  long  time  in  the  corps  de 
§  ardCf  the  director  became  tired  of  giving  them  food  any  longer, 
and  they  were  delivered  to  the  soldiere  to  do  as  they  j 
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witli.  The  poor  unfortunate  prisonei-s  were  immediate]}'  dragged 
out  of  the  guard  iiouse  and  stjou  dispatched  with  knives  of  fi-om 
18  to  20  inches  long,  which  director  Kieft  had  made  for  his  sol- 
diers for  such  purposes,  saying  that  the  swords  were  too  long 
tor' use  in  the  huts  of  the  savages,  when  they  went  to  surprise 
tliem  ;  but  that  these  knives  were  much  handier  fur  bowelling 
tliem.  The  first  of  these  savages  liaving  received  a  friglitful 
wouad,  desired  them  to  permit  him  to  dance  what  is  called  the 
Kinte  Kaeye,  a  religious  use'  observed  among  them  belbre  death  ; 
he  received  however  so  many  wounds,  that  he  dropped  down 
dead.  The  soldiers  then  cut  strips  from  the  otiier's  body,  be- 
ginning at  the  calves,  up  the  back,  over  the  shoulders  and  down 
to  the  knees.  While  this  was  going  forward,  director  Kieft, 
with  his  councillor  Jan  de  la  Montaigne,  a  Frencliman,  stood 
laughing  heartily  at  the  fun,  and  rubbing  his  right  arm,  so  muck 
delight  he  took  in  such  scenes.  He  tJien  ordered  him  to  be 
talien  out  of  the  fort,  and  the  soldiers  bringing  him  to  the  Beavei^'s 
path  (he  dancing  the  Kinte  Kaeye  all  the  time)  threw  him  down, 
cut  off  his  paries  genitahs,  thrust  them  into  hia  mouth  wliile  still 
alive,  and  at  last,  placing  him  on  a  mill  stone,  cat  off  liis  head. 
H.  What  shameful  barbarity ! 

B.  What  I  tell  you  is  true,  for  by  the  same  token  there  stooa 
at  the  same  time  24  or  55  female  savages,  who  had  been  taken 
prisoner  at  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  fort ;  and  when  they  siiw  this 
bloody  spectacle,  they  held  up  their  anus,  struck  their  mouth, 
and  in  their  language  exclaimed:  "For  shame! -for  shame!  such 
unheard  of  cruelty  was  never  known,  or  even  thought  of  among 
us."  The  savages  have  often  called  out  to  us  from  a  distance: 
what  scotlndrels  you  Swannekens  ai'C;  you  do  not  war  ujion  us, 
but  upon  our  wives  and  children,  whom  you  treacherously 
murder;  whereas  we  do  no  harm  either  to  your  wives  or  your 
children,  but  feed  and  take  care  of  them,  till  we  send  them  back 
again  to  you. 

K.  Well,  skipper,  you  know  more  news,  if  tliey  wei-e  only 
good  news,  than  all  of  us  put  together.     How  did  they  get  on'? 

B.  Director  Kieft,  not  content  with  this  causing  the  hunted 
savages  to  be  surprised,  engaged  some  Eiiglish  spies  to  accom- 
pany his  soldiers  as  guides,  into  places  unknown  to  our  people, 
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by  which  many  poor  inoEFensive  savages  were  cruelly  and  trai- 
torously B 


GOVEBNOK  STUTVESANT'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

E.  The  state's  general  being  informed  of  a]]  those  evils, 
ordered  the  governors  (of  the  West  India  Company)  to  remedy 
them;  and  the  latter,  conscious'  of  having  trifled  too  long  with 
director  Kieft,  with  wiiora  they  were  thoroughly  acquainted, 
chose  a  certain  PetrtiB  Sttiyvesant,  formerly  director  of  Cura9ao, 
the  son  of  a  minister  in  Vriesland,  to  supersede  him.  This  same 
Stuyvesant  fobbed  the  daughter  of  liis  host,  and  being  discovered 
would  have  liact  to  suffer  for  the  crime,  but  that  he  was  forgiven 
for  Bake  of  liis  father. 

E.  How  in  the  world  did  the  company  manage  to  find  so 
many  rascals^  Why  they  must  have  whole  magazines  full  of 
them. 

JB.  "rheir  itigh  Mightinesses  now  thought  that  t]ie  governor 
would  take  care  that  there  should  be  no  more  complaints  of  an 
o^jprefeSiVe  or  tyrannical  direction ;  we  are  however  informed  in 
^Vhat  manner  the  same  governors  who  liad  intrigued  with  Kieft, 
instructed  the  new  director,  to  the  decline  and  ruin  of  New 
Netherland,  to  maintain  Kieft  and  vex  the  inhabitants  under  any 
appearance  or  pretext  whatever.  Neither  could  he  contain  him- 
self tilt  he  had  time  and  opportunity,  but  even  upon  his  passage 
threatened  that  when  lie  arrived  in  New  Netherland,  he  would 
teach  them  better  to  know  their  plans.  As  liowever  he  Imd 
promised  their  high  mightinesses  by  oath,  that  he  would  punish 
the  faults  of  director  Kieft  according  to  their  deserts,  and  pro- 
perly support  the.  inhabitants ;  the  result  however  has  shown 
quite  the  contrary  of  these  fine  promises,  according  to  the 
instructions  given  him  by  the  governors  (which  he  has  shown  to 
several  persons),  in  wliieh  he  is  ordered  to  do  as  he  afterwards 
did. 
J,  Is  not  that  the  same  Stuyvesant  who  some  time  before  at^ 


„Goo»^lc 


108  EXTRACTS   FROM   A    WORK 

tempted  to  take  fort  St^  Maittii  for  the  company,  and  who  lost 
his  leg  in  the  attempt^ 

B,  The  very  SEimej  the  governors  looked  upon  that  aa  quite  a 
piece  of  Roman  coitrage. 

J.  Yes,  but  all  who  attended  that  espedidon  will  tell  another 
story;  how  he  burnt  all  oiir  powder  in  firing  salutes  during  the 
whole  of  the  voyage,  so  that  wlien  the  time  for  action  arrived, 
there  was  none  to  be  found;  and  every  thing  relating  to  that 
expedition  was  so  disorderly,  that  the  like  was  never  seen.  In- 
deed when  we  broke  up  the  seige  and  retired,  without  effecting 
any  thing,  only  because  of  his  leg,  which  was  shot  off  by  the  first 
cannon  shot  from  Fort  St,  Martin,  we  left  every  thing  heliind, 
and  among  other  things  5  oj  6  field  pieces.  Was  that  a  fine 
Roman  achievements  Who  knows  how  much  that  expedition 
cost  the  company'?  Such  a  prudent  hero  deserved  indeed  to  be 
advanced  to  director,  and  chosen  and  sent  to  New  Netherland 
as  redresser-General  of  all  abuses. 

B.  When  he  comes  "thence,  the  governors  may  send  him  as 
president  to  Brazil,  in  order  to  spoil  the  little  that  still  remains 
there,  just  as  he  is  always  used  to  do, 

J.  He  is  now,  howeverj  getting  older,  and  ought  to  improve 
his  conduct  in  order  to  wipe  out  former  faults.  How  does  he 
get  on  in  New  Pfetherlandf 

E.  Improve  do  you  say,  messmate^  Like  old  wolves  and  old 
ships,  worse  from  day  to  day. 

J.  Does  he  still  foam  and  rage  and  storm  as  much  as  he  used 
to  do,  even  to  striking  and  beatingl 

B.  In  all  that  he  is  just  the  man  he  has  always  beeii ;  and  so 
there  is  ho  change  to  be  expected  but  for  tlie  worse. 
J,  What  was  his  reception  in  New  Netherland? 
B,  There  was  So  much  shouting  on  all  sides,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  send  to  another  place  to  bhy  powder  for  exercising 
and  in  case  of  need. 

J.  I  could  have  guessed  as  much)  btit  how  did  he  treat  the 
inhabitants  from  the  very  flrsf? 

E.  As  soon  as  he  arrived,  some  of  the  principal  inhatiitants 
coming  bareheaded  to  welcome  their  new  director,  he  let  them 
wait  for  several  iiours  biireheaded,  he  himself  keeping  his  hat 
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on  his  head,  as  if  he  was  the  Czar  of  Moscovy;  nohody  was 
offered  a  chair,'  while  he  seated  himself  very  comfortably  on  a 
cliair,  the  better  to  give  the  weloomers  an  audience, 

J.  Ton  speak  in  so  lively  a  way  of  his  manner  of  acting,  that 
I  ca®  fancy  I  see  it  all  passing  before  my  eyes;  go  on  telling 
about  that  unlicked  bear. 

B.  In  a  word,  when  he  was  to  take  the  direction  from  Kieft, 
the  whole  community  being  called  together  for  that  purpose, 
Kieft  began  by  thanking  them  all  for  their  fidelity  to  him,  which 
he  mucli  exaggerated  in  hopes  that  the  community  would  una- 
nimously have  thanked  him;  but  some  of  them  said  boldly  that 
they  would  not  thank  him  as  they  had  no  reason  to  do  so;  among 
these  were  Joachim  Pieterz  Kuyter  and  Cornells  Melyn.  Stny- 
vesant,  under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  declared .  loudly  that  every 
one  should  have  justice  done  to  him,  which  assurance  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  community ;  a  few  days  afterwards,  however, 
being  well  persuaded  and  led  away  by  Kieft,  Stuyvesant  began 
to  assemble  a  court  of  justice,  had  the  letter  of  the  8  deputed 
petitioners  to  the  chamber  of  Amsterdam  laid  before  it,  and 
having  chosen  the  side  of  Kieft,  and  wishing  to  take  care  that 
afterwards  no  similar  charge  should  be  brought  against  him,  he 
considered  these  8  chosen  men  as  private  persons,  and  regarded 
all  their  conduct  and  the  whole  process  between  Kieft  and  them 
in  no  other,  light. 

In  his  opinion  it  was  treason  to  petition  against  one's  magis- 
trates, whether  there  was  cause  or  not.  What  Kieft  simply 
denied  was  considered  as  of  more  weight  than  the  proofs 
produced  by  his  antagonists. 

And  when  the  arbiters  produced  divers  memorials,  points  and 
persons  to  prove  the  truth  of  what  was  written,  their  statements 
were  either  entirely  rejected  or  %  part  of  what  came  to  light  was 


And  what  was  more,  the  other  persons  who  had  subscribed 
two  letters  were  prevailed  upon  and  obUged  by  high  authority 
and  severe  menaces  as  also  by  fair  promises,  not  to  divulge  what 
would  be  communicated  to  them,  to  revoke  what  had  been 
written,  or  at  least  in  order  to  give  it  another  appearance  to 
declare  they  had  been  bribed  to  subscribe  it  and  had  been  mis- 
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informed;  not  knowing  wliat  they  subscribed,  but  haviug  only 
done  it  at  tlie  earnest  entreaties  of  some  who  persisted  in 
subscribii^  it  and  stiU  maintained  their  signatiu'e. 

So  director    Stuyvcsant    passed   sentence    against   Joachim 
Pietersz  and  Cornells  Melyn,  whom  he  charged  witli  having 
accused,  by  libellous  letters  their  legitimate  governor  and  chief 
director   Kieft,  in  a  clandestine   and  lying  way;  with  having 
censured  and  calnmniated  liini,  the  whicli  he  and  his  coiinsil 
desiring  to  prevent  in  the  well  ordered  commonwealtli  of  New 
Netherland,  and   executing  justice  in  the  name  of  their  High 
Mightinesses  the  states  General,  His  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  the  General  chartered  West  India  Company,  coo- 
deomed    Joachim  Piertsz  Kuyter    to  a  banishment  of  three 
consecutive  years  and  a  penalty  of  a  hundred  and  iifty.  guilders, 
one  third  for  the  fiscal,  one  third  for  the  poor  and  one  third  for 
the  church.     Cornells  Melyn  was  chai-ged  in  his  sentence  with 
more  crimes  and  punished  more   severely,  (because  Kieft  had 
formerly  flattered  himself  that  he  should  have  a  part  with  him 
in   Staten  Island,  and  finding  himself  deceived,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  make  other  conditions  with  other  persons  ;  and  Kieft 
played  him  this  trick,  as  was  afterwards  proved)' and  in  virtue 
of  the  preceding  arguments  was  found  guilty  of  Crimen  laesae 
Majestatis,  crimen  falsi,  crimen  of  libel  and  defamation,  and  on 
that  account  was  to  forfeit  all  benefits  derived  from  the  company 
or  which  he  might  stilt  claim,  a  penalty  of  300  guildei-s,  to  be 
applied  as  above,  and  to  be  banishedii'om  New  Netherland  for 
the  term   of  7  years.     So  that   those  who  had  accused  Kieft 
were  kicked,  out  and  sent  aw' ay  by  Stuy  vesant.     It  is  well  known 
that  when  director  Kiefl;  was  reminded  that  these  suits  would  most 
probably,  have  taken  another  turn  in  Holland,  he  replied  ;  why 
should  we  alai'm  each  other  with  justice  ii(  Holland  ;  in  this  case 
I  only  consider  it  as  a  scare  crow.    And  Stnyvesant  replied  ;  if 
I  was  persuaded  that  you  would  appeal  from   my   sentences 
or  divulge  them,  I  would  have  your  head  cut  off,  or  have  you 
hanged  on  the  highest  tree  in  New  Netherland.     He  also  repre- 
sented Kieft's  afEair  in  so  favorable  a  light,  inveighed  so  furiously 
against  the  constant  arbiters,  that  the  foam  hung  on  his  beard, 
To  show  still  more  clearly  tliat  he  did  not  at  all  intend  to  follow 
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the  orders  of  their  High.  MigbtiEesses  or  fuliil  tlie  promises  ho 
made  them,  or  .to  satisfy  the  communily,  he  immediately  appoint- 
ed Jan  Jaoseu  Damen,  {one  of  those  who  had  signed  the  request 
to  slaughter  the  savages)  as  churchwarden. 
E.  A  very  nice  churchwarden  that,  one  with  bloody  Imnda, 
B.  It  is  to  be  feared  timt  if  the  united  Provinces,  their  High 
Mightinesses  and  his  Highness  do  not  take  measures  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  such  injustice,  their  reputation  will  suffer,  not 
only  among  the  savages  but  through  all  Christendom  and  it  is 
disgraceful  enough  already  that  this  hag  not  yet  been  done ; 
there-fore  those  who  have  the  prosperity  of  the  Netherlands,  of 
New  Netherland,  of  its  inhabitants  and  of  its  government  at 
heart,  ought  to  strive  to  redress  such  grievances. 
J.  But  was  that  sentence  executed  "i 

B.  Most  assuredly  ;  for  that  was  now  of  as  much  consequence 
to  the  new  director  Stuyvesant  as  his  own  honour,  reputation, 
even  his  own  life.  They  were  brough*:  on  board  like  criminals 
and  torn  away  from.their  goods,  their  wives  and  their  children. 
The  Princess  was  to  carry  the  director  and  those  two  faithful 
patriots  away  from  New  Netherland,  but  coming  into  the  wrong 
channel  it  struck  upon  a  rock  and  was  wrecked.  And  now  this 
wicked  Kleft,  seeing  death  before  hie  eyes,  sighetl  deeply  and 
turning  to  these  two,  said :  Friends,  I  have  been  unjust  towards 
you,  can  you  forgive  me  t  Towards  morning  the  sliip  was 
broken  to  pieces.  Melyn  lost  his  son,  the  minister  Bogardus  ; 
while  Kieft,  captain  John  de  Vries  and  a  great  number  of  other 
persons  were  drowned.  Much  treasure  was  also  lost,  as  Kieft 
^■as  on  his  return  with  a  fortune  of  four  hundred  thousand  guil- 
dei's.  Joachim  Pietersz  Kuyter  remained  alone  on  a  part  of  the 
ship  on  which  stood  a  cannon,  which  he  took  for  a  man,  but 
speaking  to  it  and  getting  no  answer  he  supposed  him  dead. 
He  was  at  last  thrown  on  land,  togetlier  with  the  cannon',  to  the 
great  astonishment  of  the  English,  who  crowded  the  strand  by 
thousands,  and  who  set  up  the  pine  or  ordinance  as  a^  lasting 
memorial.  Melyn,  floating  on  his  back,  fell  in  with  others  who 
had  remained  on  a  part  of  the  wreck  tiH  they  wei-e  driven  on  a 
sandbank  which  became  dry  with  the  ebb.  They  then  took 
some  planks  and  pieces  df  wood,  fastened  them  together  and 
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having  made  sails  of  their  sliirts,  etc.,  they  got  at  last  to  the 
Mainlaad  of  EnglantJ.  As  these  persons  were  more  concerned 
for  their  papers  than  for  any  thing  else,  they  caused  them  to  be 
dragged  for,  and  on  the  third  day  Joachim  Pietersz  got  a  small 
part  of  them,  which  are  in  being  to  this  day. 

C.  How  people  are  sometimes  buifetted  about  the  world  ! 
How  will  these  persons  ever  get  justice "! 

E.  Accordhig  to  what  they  told  me,  when  they  arrived  in 
Holland,  the  Dutch  directors  much  lamented  the  loss  of  the  ship 
and  its  rich  cargo,  and  were  doubly  pained  that  while  so  many 
fine  men  were  lost,  two  rebellious  bandits  should  survive  to 
trouble  the  company  with  their  complaints. 
J.  Was  that  all  the  comfort  they  got  1 

B.  That  was  not  all  their  comfort,  but  some  of  the  directors 
undertook  to  prevent  th^m  from  gettmg  a  hearing  from  their 
High  Mightinesses. 

J.  'Twas  better  to  send  such  scoundrels  to  the  devil.  Who 
dared  to  undertake  that  f 

B,  Those  who  had  always  corresponded  with  those  wicked 
children  of  Belial,  van  Eeeck  Perquin  ;  they  got  a  hearing, 
however,  and  set  their  affair  in  such  a  light  before  their  II.  M, 
that  it  was  resolved  to  prevent  such  uurigliteous  proceedings, 
dispatched  letters  of  inhibition,  ordered  Stuyvesant  either  to 
appear  in  person  or  by  proxy,  iu  order  to  hear  his  sentence 
maintained,  confirmed  or  annulled ;  or  else  to  await  it  there, 
and  to  that  end  their  H,  M.  supplied  the  complainants  with  all 
y  orders,  safeguards,  acts  and  instruments. 
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en  't  Znidlandi  door  Akholdoh  Uostasds.    Amsterdam,  1671. 
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NEW  KETHERLAND. 

New  Netherland  bounded  on  tlie  south  west  by  Virginia, 
©esoripiioii  mici  stietclies  OH  the  north  east  to  JVewi  England,  on  the 
NeiherUiiid.  iioi'th  it  IS  washed  by  the  river  Canada,  and  6a  the 
coast  by  the  Ocean  :  north  westerly,  inland,  it  remains  wholly 
unknown.  The  first  who  discovered  this  country  was  Henry 
Hudson.  Engaged  by  the  East  India  Company  to  find  out  a 
pa.ssage  to  China  north  of  America,  he  set  sail  with  the  Yacht 
Balf  Moon,  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  nine.  In  front  of 
Kewfoundland  lie  took  a  course  directly  southwest ;  entered  a 
large  river ;  tliere  [met]  two  men  clothed  in  Elk  skins,  and  sub- 
sequently arrived  safe  at  Amsterdam.  JVew  J^etherland  being 
thus  discovered,  divers  traders  set  about  estabUshing  a  stable 
trade  here.  Wherefore  they  sought  for  and  obtained  a  cliarter 
iu  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  from  the  States  Gen- 
eral at  tlie  Hague,. to  trade  to  JVeui  Metherland  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others.  Earnestly,  now,  was  the  trade  prosecuted. 
Adriaeji  Blok  and  Godyn  soon  discovered  here  divers  coasts, 
islands,  liatbours  and  rivers.  Among  tlie  rivers  is  the  Mankat 
tans  or  Great  river,,  by  far  the  most  important,  which  disem- 
bogues into  the  Ocean  by  two  wide  mouths,  washing  the  mighty 
island  Malouwacs.  The  south  entrance  was  called  Port  May 
or  Gndijnh  Bay  :  Midway  lies  Staten  Island,  and  a 
little  furtlier  up,  the  Manhattans,  so  called  from 
the  people  which  inhabit  the  mainland  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river.  These  are  cruel  and  wicked  men,  enemies  of  the  Dutch, 
as  well  as  of  the  Sanhikans  who  dwell  on'  the  west  side,  Higher 
up  lie  the  Makwaes  and  Mahikans,  who  are  constantly  at  war 
with  each  other  :  in  like  manner  all  the  inhabitants  on  the  west 
bank  of  tlie  Manhattan  river  frequently  make  war  on  those  resi- 
ding on  the  east  side.  And  the' latter  in  like  manner  cnteiiain 
constant  animosity  against  the  Dutch,  with  whom  the  other 
nations  to  the  west  maintain  good  friendship.    On  a  little  island 
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adjoining  the  Malwaes  sliore,  formerly  stood  a   fort  furiiislied 
with  two  guns  and  eleven  stone  pieces,  but  it  was  finally  aban- 
doned.    On  the  Manhaitans  island  stands  JVctu  Amsterdam,  five 
miles  fcom  the  Ocean  :     Ships  run  up  to  the  harboui'  tliere  from 
the  sea  with  one  tide.    The  city  hath  an  earthen  fort.    WUliin 
the  fort,  and  on  the  outermost  bastion  towards  the  river,  stand 
a  wind  mill,  and  a  very  high  staff,  on  which  a  flag  is  hoisted 
whenever  any  vessels  are  seen  in  Godyn's  bay.    The  church 
rises  with  a  double  roof  between  which  a  square  tower  looms 
aloft.    On  one  side  is  the  prison,  on  tlie  other  sideof  the  church 
the  governor's  house.    Without  the  walls  are  the  houses  mostly 
built  by  Amsterdamers.     On  the  river  side  stand  the  gallows 
and  whipping  post.    A  handsome  public  tavern  adorns  the 
&rthest  point.     Between  the  fort  and  this  tavern  is  a  row  of 
suitable  dwelling  houses  :   among  wMcJi  stand  out  the  wai'e 
houses  of  the  West  India  Company.      JYtw  Methtrland  hath, 
moreover,  divers  lemarltable  water  falls  tumbling  down  from 
lofty  rocks,  broad  creeks  and  kills,  fresh  laltes  and  rivulets  and 
pleasant  springs   and  fountains,  which  smoke  in 
s  mewa  r  -^jj^j^j,^  aic  right  cold  in  summer,  and,  nevertheless, 
are  much  drank.    Meanwhile  the  inhabitants  are  at  no  time 
much  incommoded   by   floods,  nor  by  the  sea,  inasmuch  as 
at  spring  tide  the  water  scarcely  ever  rises  a  foot  higher ;  nor 
by  freshets  {of  water)  which  cover  only  some  low  lands  for  a 
short  while  and  enrich  them  by  their  alluvium.    The  sea  coast 
rise's  MUy  out  of  sand  and  clay,  wherefore  it  produces  abund- 
antly all  sorts  of  herbs  and  trees. 
The  oak  usually  grows  sixty  to  seventy  feet  high,  for  the  most 
part  free  of  knots,  for  which  reason  it  is  well  adapted 
aes,w  a  sor .   ^^  ^^^^  buildlug.    The  Hlokory  tr^es  furnish  a  hot 
and  lasting  fire,  and  a  curious  appearance  whenever  the  bush  is 
cut  away  either  for  the  purpose  of  more  open  hunting  or  for  clear- 
ing the  ground  for  abouwery.     Some  plants  sent  hither  from  Hol- 
land thrive  better  than  even  in  Holland  ;  namely,  the  apple,  pear, 
quince,  cherry, plum, curraut,  apricot, buckthorn, medlar,peach 
and  onion.  Vines  grow  wild  everywhere  and  beai'  in 
abundance  blue  and  white  muscatels  and  pork  grapes 
{sfek-dTuiven).    Some  timesince,  the  wine  press  was  successfully 
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introduced.     The  wine  was  equal  to  any  Rhenish  or  French 
Wine.    Every  vegetable  known  to  the  Dutcli  is  cultivated  in 
the  gardens.     Water  melons  as  savory  as  they  are 
wholesome,  are,  wiien  ripe,  as  lai'ge  as'a  cabbage. 
The  Englisli  extract  a  liquor  from  Jhem  which  would  be  no  wise 
Inferior  to  Spanish  wine  did  it  not  turn  sour  too  soon.    Gourds 
when  cleaned  out  serve  as  water  vessels.  Tobacco  produces  leaves 
live  quarters  long.     Pumpkins  grow  luxuriant  and  agreeable. 
^^^^  Corn  sowed  in  hills  six  feet  apart,  sprouts  up  readily 

and  prosperously   if    properly  weeded.     Turkish, 
beans,  plantedbesidethe  corn,  wind  themselves  around  the  stalk. 
Grey  peas  prosper  here  so  well  that  two  crops  are 
gathered  in  the  year  from  one  field.    Medicinal 
plants  and  indigo    grow  wild  in  abundance.    The  barley  can 
be  tied  above    the  head.      Furthermore,    all  sorts   of  flowers 
have  a    pleasant    odor    and    appearance.      The   iiills    consist 
of  fullers  earth,  or  clay,  fit  for  making  dishes,  pots 
and  tobacco  pipes.     There  is,  besides,  abundance 
of  rock  crj'stal  and  Muscovy  glass.     Other  hills  furnish  marble, 
sei-pentine,  bine  and  lieai-th  stone.     And  although  the  Dutch 
have  not  taken  much  trouble  to  dig  for   minerals,  either  on 
account  of  not  being  numerous  enough,  or  in  order  not  to  make 
other  folks'  mouths  water,  it  is  nevertheless  incon- 
GoWand  Silver     trovcrtiWe  that  the  Subterranean  cavltlcs  in  the  hills 
conceal  gold  and  silver.     When  Wilhem  Kieft,  the 
governor,  employed,  in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  forty  five,  the 
Indian  interpreter  Agheroense,  with  a  view,  through 
Kiefi'sBxperiraont  him  to  terminate  the  difficulties  winch  had  arisen 
between  the  West  India  Company  and  the  cruel 
tribe,  the  Malcwaes,  he  observed  that  the  said  interpreter  sti-eak- 
ed  his  face  with  a  glittering  yellow  paint.     Kieft  suspected  some 
valuable  nuneral  to  he  concealed  in  this  operation,  proposed  to 
satisfy  Agheroense  ;  subjected  it  to  the  crucible ;  obtained  two 
pieces  of  gold  worth  three  guilders.     He  kept  the  matter  secret ; 
obt^ned  fortunately  from  the  mountain  pointed  out  by  Aghe- 
roense, a  bucket  full  of  the  material,  for  it  fm'nished  gold. 
Kieft  now  imagined  he  had  made  a  great  discovery  &  despatched 
Arend  Corsen  from  New  Haven  to  Holland  with  the  stuff.    But 
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as  the  ship  never  made  its  appearance — which  was 
Why  It  fa-  td,       ^jg^  ^j^g   ^^  subsequently   of  the  fly   boat,  the 
Princess,  ill  which  the  governor  was  a  passenger,  who  had  a 
supply  of  the  abovementioned  mineral,  all  further  exploration 
ceased.    The  natives  divided  into  various  tribes 
pataUgs!™'        mutually  agree  in  respect  to  painting  their  bodies, 
shields,  war  clubs  and  the  lath  work  within  their 
huts.     jFor  this  they  use  colours  extracted  either  from  plants  or 
from  finely  crushed  stones.    The  principal  plant  is  not.  unlike 
the  Orach  or  Golden  herb,  except  that  t!ie  stalk  has  many  shoots 
and  red-brown  berries ;  the  juice  of  which  collected  in  the  inner 
.    bark  of  trees,  is  laid  in  the  sun  to  dry,  and  wlien  dried  is  preserved 
in  little  pouches.     The  inhabitants  temper  the  paint  with  water, 
and  then  streak  the  body ;  it  produces  the  most  beautiful  purple 
that  can  any  wliere  be  found,     Tlieir  pictures  represent  canoes, 
trees  and  animals,  but  very  indifferently  executed.     Instead  of 
plumes  tliey  bedeck  themselves  with  hair  tied  with 
sraai)  bands.    Tlie  hair  is  of  a  scarlet  colour  and 
surprizing  brilliancy  which  is  permanent  and  ineffaceable  by 
rain.     The  iiorses  in  JVew  J^eiherlaml  ai'e  brought 
from  England  or  from  tlie  diocese  of  Utrecht'. 
Those  from  the  bishopric  far  excel  the  English.     Both  are  subject 
to  a  cuiious  desease  whereof  many  die  witliin  a  few 
Thait  aiseoBB.       j-|Q^fg_     The  same  disease  attacks  homed  cattle  that 
are  pastured  on  new  ground.     But  hay  grown  in  salt  meadows 
is  found  to  be  a  remedy  t^ainst  this.    Hogs  fatten  exceedingly  in 
the  woods ;  those  fed  on  Indian  corn  give  the  sweetest  pork. 
Sheep,  though  very  thriving,  ai'e  not  numerous, 
^^'^'  because  the  settlements  cannot  spare  any  pei'sons  to 

keep  watch  against  the  wolves.  Besides,  venison  is  so  abund- 
ant that  the  sheep  can  on  this  account  be  the  more  easily 
dispensed  with.  Fowls,  turiieys,  geese,  ducks,  pigeons  and 
other  featheied  game  die  ilso  easily  obtamel  Lions  whose 
skins  the  Indi-ins  brmg  to  maiket  aie  caught  on 
^'°"''  a  high  mountani    situate  1  fifteen  days  j:)umey  to 

the  soutl  west  =     Here  also  aie  many  pitcli  black 

1  In  former  t  n  5    (Hi  d  oceie  I  e\  dfid  the  i  OTinces  of   0  erjssel  and 
Utrecht,    S      Ma  t  nets  Bescli  yvng  dor  Wederlanden  05  "Ob 

2  This  anic  a\  1  do  Title  s  tte  ?-inth     —En 
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D^nmck'  "^"^^"bears,  shy  of  men,  but  which,  when  attacked,  spring 
on  the  hunters  ;  they  first  stop  the  wound  with  a 
pledget  of  leaves,  and  if  the  hunter,  meanwhile,  takes  refuge  in 
a  tree,  climb  after  and  above  him,  thenstick  the  head  between 
tlie  legs  and  fall  downward.  They  sleep  during  winter,  lying 
six  weeks  on  one  side  and  an  equal  time  on  the  other,  sucking 
their  paw.  A  cripple  bush  or  lioUow  mountain  serves  them 
for  a  sleeping  place.  On  the  borders  of  Canada 
iiifjmaiV"""'  animals  are  now  and  again  seen,  somewhat  resem- 
bling a  liorse ;  they  have  cloven  hoofs,  shaggy 
toanes,  a  horn  right  out  of  the  forehead,  a  tail  like  that  of  the 
wild  hog,  black  eyes,  a  stag's  neck  &  love  the  gloomiest  wilder- 
nesses ;  are  shy  of  each  other  so  that  the  male  never  feeds  with 
the  female  except  when  they  associate  for  purposes  of  increase. 
Then  they  lay  aside  their  ferocity  j  as  soon  as  the  rutting  season 
is  past,  they  i^ain  not  only  become  wild  but  even  attack  their 
own.  South  of  JVeu)  Ketherlaiid  are  found  numer- 
ous elks,  animals  which  according  to  Erasmus  Stella 
constitute  a  middle  class  between  horses  and  deer.  They  appear 
to  derive  their  Dutch  appellation  {eelandm)  from  elende  (misery), 
because  they  die  of  the  smallest  wound,  however  sti-on'g  they 
may  otherwise  be ;  also,  because  they  are  frequently  iifilicted 
with  ((pilepsy.  They  have  broad,  branching  horns,  a  short  tiul, 
a  sliaggy  neck,  variable  hair,  according  to  the  difference  of  the 
season,  wide  and  long  ears,  prominent  lips,  small  teeth,  a  tliick 
hide,  which  cannot  be  easily  pierced.  The  females  separate 
from  the  males,  when  they  have  shed  their  horns.  Both  can 
be  easily  tamed.  When  hunted  they  spew  hot  water  out  on  the 
the  dogs.  They  possess  great  strength  of  hoof,  so  as  to  strike  a 
wolf  dead  at  a' blow.  Then:  flesh,  either  fresh  or  salted,  is  very 
nutritious  ;  the  hoofs  cure  the  falling  sickness.  But  no  game 
is  more  abundant  here  than  deer,  wliich  browze 
every  where  in  large  herds.  When  flying  before 
wolves  or  hunters  they  oft  times  head  towards  sti-eams,  betake 
themselves  to  tlie  water,  where  they  are  taken  in  great  numbers, 
for  whilst  swimming  across  they  get  frightened  by  the  echo  from 
the  mountains  raised  by  the  hunters  on  the  opposite  bank  ;  they 
dare  not;  consequently,  approach  land  :  meanwhile  the  hunters 
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tie  brandies  together,  by  which  the  deer,  after  being  chased,  are 
Bometimes  dragged  down.     JVeui  ffelherland  also  produces  many 
muskcats,  especially  in  marshy  ground.     The  animals  are  parti- 
cularly beautiful ;  the  sliin  by  its  black  spots  has  a  handsome 
appearance  ;  the  mouth  is  full  of  sharp  teeth,  the  tails  trail  far 
behind.    Many  learned  men  dispute  respecting  tlie 
^mcUd*''"""  "  civet,  namely,  whether  it  be  the  seed  of  the  civet 
cat.     Cardanus  so  maintains,  but  he  is  thoroughly 
refuted  on  this  point  by  Julius  Scaliger  MattMolus,  whose  opin- 
ions many  embrace  ;   he  affirms  the  civet  to  be  the  sweat  of  the 
cat,  inasmuch  as  it  was  gathered  most  plentifully  whenever  these 
animals,  wearied  by  excitement,  pant  for  breath.     But  whilst 
the  sweat  dropt  fi-om  the  whole  body,  yet  as  it  did  not  impregnate 
the  whole  with  musk,  it  cannot  be  musk.     Others  consider  the 
civet  to  be  an  secretion  of  the  cat.     These  divide  all  secretions 
into  unprofitable,  such  as  sweat,  pus,  excrement ;  or'  into  useful, 
as  milk,  and  semen  for  production.    Civet  must  be  classed 
among  the  latter,  for  it  is,  probably,  nothing  more  than  a  secre- 
tion from  the  glands  in  the  vicinity  of  privy  parts,  generated  in 
the  same  way  as   the  liver   secretes   the  blood ;   udders   and 
women's  breasts,  milk  ;  the  ears,  was ;  and  adders  produce 
poison  between  their  fangs.     In  the  meantime  cats  are  embar- 
rassed with  their  civet,  whereof  they  rid  themselves  by  rubbing 
against  trees,  and  evince  friendship  for  those  avho,  in  the  sheep- 
f  ■■Id,  rub  it  off  with  a  spoon.    But  in  addition  to  other  wild 
animals  JVew  JVetherland   furnishes,   according  to  the  occular 
evidence  of  Jidriaen  van  der  Drnk^  full  eighty  thousand  beavers 
a  year.     Pliny  relateshow  these  animals  castrate 
themselves,  and  leave  these  parts  to  tlie  hunters, 
inasmuch  as  they  ai'e  much  sought  after,  being  an  effectual 
remedy  for  mania,  retention  of  the  afterbirth,  amenorrhcea,  diz- 
ziness, gout,  lameness,  belly  and  tooth  aches,  dullness  of  vision, 
poisoning  and  rheumatism.     But  Pliny  commits  a 
i^r^rSklbfe*  S^^VQ  error ;  for  the  Beavers  have  very  small  testi- 
Svlr?'^  *'        cles  fastened  in  such'a  manner  to  the  back  bone 
that  they   cannot  remove  them  except  with  life. 
Moreover,  they  liveintliewater  andonland  together  in  troops,  in 
houses  built  of  timber  over  a  running  stream.     The  houses  excitfl 
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no  common  admiration  ;  they  are  thus  constructed — the  Beavers 
first  collect  together  aU  the  drift  wood  which  they  find  along  the 
river,  and  whenever  this  falls  short,  they  gnaw  away,  in  the  next 
adjoining  wood,  the  sweetest  bark  all  around  with  the  front  teeth, 
of  which  they  have  two  in  the  upper,  and  two  in  the  lower  gum, 
they  then  cut  right  around  the  trunk  until  the  tree  fells ;  when 
they  also  shorten  the  pieces  in  like  manner,  to  adapt  them  to  the 
proposed  "building.     The  females  carry  the  pieces  on  the  back, 
the  males  support  it  behind  so  that  it  may  not  fall  off.     The 
lionses  rise  ingeniously  to  the  height  of  five  stories ;  they  are 
smeared  above  with  clay  to  protect  them  from  the  rain;  in  the 
middle  is  a  convenient  aperture  through  which  to  dive  into  the 
water  as  soon  as  they  perceive  any  person.     Wherefore,  one  of 
the  troop  keeps  watch  by  tnms,  and  in  the  winter  a  second  keeps 
the  water  open  by  constant  beating  of  the  tail.     The  tail  is  flat- 
tish  without  hair,  and  most  dainty  food  which  in  some  places  is 
served  up  as  arai'e  delicacy.     The  beavers  go  with  young  sixteen 
weeks  ;  they  hear  once  a  year  four  young,  wliich  cry  and  suck 
like  young  children  ;  for  the  mother  rises  on  her  hind  paws  and 
gives  each  two  a  breast  as  she  has  only  two  breasts  between  the 
fore  legs  ;  these  legs  resemble  somewhat  those  of  the  dog ;  the 
hindmost,  like  those  of  geese,  lap  in  some  measure  over  each 
other.     On  both  sides  of  the  privy  parts  lie  two  swellings 
enclosed  in  separate  membranes.    From  the  privy  parts  oozes 
an  oleaginous  humor,  with  which  they  smear  all  the  accessible 
parts  of  the  body  in  order  to  keep  dry.    Inwardly  they  resemble 
a  cut  up  hog  ;  they  live  on  leaves  and  bark  ;  are  excessively  at- 
tached to  their  young  ;  the  wind-hairs  which  rise  glittering  above 
the  back,  fall  off  in  the  summer,  and  grow  again  by  the  fall ;  they 
are  short  necked,  have  strong  sinews  and  muscles  ;  move  rapidly 
in  the  water  and  on  land  ;  attacked  by  men  or  dogs,  they  bite 
fiercely.      The  pure  Castor,  so  highly  prized  by 
physicians,  consists  of   oblong  foUieles,  resembling 
a  wrinkled   pear  which  are  firmly  .attached  to  the  os  pubis  of 
the  female   beaver ;  the   Indians   cut   up   the    httle    balls  of 
the    males    with     tlieir    tobacco   as     they   afford   ho     castor. 
The  air  of  New  Netherland  abounds  With  all  soi-ts  bf  birds. 
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Besides  'falcon,    sparrow-hawks,   fish-hawks,    and 
SJ^d!"  ^' "°"''  other  birds, of  prey,  there  are  here  numbers  of 
Eagles  differing  from  each  other  ;   for  some  are 
greyish)^  others  browner,  except  the  head,  neck,  tail  and  striking 
feathers,  which  are  of  a  snow  white  color.     All  have  a  strong 
body,  bones  without  marrow,  claws  as  long  as  a  man's  finger, 
the  bill  strong  and  crooked,  the  brains  dry,  the  eyes  small  and 
hollow,  the  feathers  hai-d,  the  right  foot  bigger  than  the  left, 
both  ill-looking,  the  hliiod  gross,  the  exci'ements  highly  oRen- 
sive.    They  build  their  neats  in  old  groves  where  the  ground  is 
clear  of  underwood ;   also  beside  water ;  as  they 
^^\  ^'       fgg^  on  fish  and  devour  all  sorts  of  fowls,  and  even 
rabbits,  hares,  tortoises  and  other  four  footed  game 
that  Sleep  in  the  open  air;  yea,  when  ahungered,  they  attack 
each  other.     Some  eSgleS  strike  their  prey  at  mid-day,  others  at 
the  rising  of  the  sun.     They  tiiU  Hke  lightning  on  the  game  they 
pursue,  as  the  blood  of  flhimals  serves  them  for  drink.     They 
are  excessively  lascivious,  so  that  they  go  together  moi-e  than 
thirty  times  a  day,  not  only  flritlr  their  own  kind,  but  even  with 
the  female  hawks  and  s!ie  wolves  (wolvinnen).     They  hatch  out 
the  lai^e  eggs  in  thirty,  and  the  small  in  twenty  days.     They 
usually  breed  two  to  t!n-ee  young,  whose  eyes  they  turn  towards 
the  sun's  rays.     If  these  regard   the  liglitof  heaven  without 
blinking  they  bring  thera  up,  otherwise,  those  that  cannot  stand 
such  a  test  are  drove  from  the  nest.     Tlie  yoUng,  as  soon  as  they 
begin  to  fly,  are  taken  up  into  the  air  and,  left  tliere  to  them- 
selres,  are  sustained  by  tlie  old  birds,  who  drive  them  away 
whenever  they  are  fit  to  strike  at  game.    Their  Sharp  sightedness 
is  most  remarkable,  for  lifted  up  in  the  clouds  far  beyond  the 
eye  of  man,  they  perceive  the  smallest  fish  in  the  river,  Hnd  a 
skulking  hare  in  the  stubble.    Their  breath  stinks  badly,  where- 
fore the  carcasses  on' which  they  feed  rot  rapidly,  and  thougli 
lascivious  they  are  long  Jived  :  they  die  mostly  of  liunger,  as 
the  bm  becomes  by  age  so  crooked  that  they  i3annot  open  any 
thing.     Whereupon    they  finally  fly  to  the  highest  xegiotis 
towards  the  sun,  tumble  down  into  the  coldest  sifeam  ;  they 
pluck  out  their  featliers,  clammy  with  sweat,  ahd  thus  breathp 
their  last.     But,  besides  the  enumerated  birds  of  prey,  there  is 
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aere  an  innumerable  amount  of  herons,  bitternsj  ravens,  crowa, 
owls,  swallows,  fincheSj  king  iisbers,  hedge  sparrows,  woodcocks, 
pheasants  and  wrens.     The  wood  peckers  excel 
^ilk™'."""*'"      the  most  ia  beautiful  plumage  and  crests.     These 
peek  large  holes  in  the  trees,  and  thus  make  a  noise 
as  of  wood  cutters  laboring  in  the  foi-est.    The  pigeons  fly  in 
such  flocks  that  the  Indians  designedly  remove  to 
their   breedijig  places,  where  the    young  birds, 
pushed  by  hundreds  from  their  nests,  serve  for  food  during  a 
long  month  for  the  whole  family.     JVeio  JVethm-land  hath,  more- 
over, a  wonderful  little  bird,  scarcely  an  inch  long-, 
quite  brilliant  of  plumage,  and  sucking  flowers  like 
the  bee  ;  it  is  so  delicate  that  a  dash  of  water  instantly  kills  it, 
and  when  dried  it  Is  preserved  as  a  curiosity.    But  this  country 
particularly  abounds  in  turkeys,  whose  number 
excites  no  less  admiration  than  their  rich  flavour 
and  their  large  size  ;  for  they  go  together  in  flocks  of  thirty  and 
forty  ;  they  weigh  some  thirty  and  more  pounds  ;  they  ai-e  shot 
or  are  caught  with  a  bait  concealing  the  hook.     The  waters 
here  swarm,  in  the  spring  and  fall,  with  swans,  geese,  wild  ducks, 
teals,  widgeons,  divers,  spoonbills  and  pelicans,  besides  another 
strange  species,  unknown  in  Europe.     Tlie  streams  and  lakes, 
rich  with  fishes,  furnish  sturgeon,  salmon,  carp, 
'^^'  bass,  pike,  roach,  bleak,  [N.  Y,  shiners '!]  all  sorts 

of  ee),  smelt,  sun  fish,"whlch  resembles  the  bull  head  in  taste, 
and  little  codfish,  \\hich  aie  caught  near  water  falls  The  sea 
provides  crabs,  both  hard  and  soft  shelled  gurnets,  sei  horses, 
seals,  codfish,  shell  fish,  whiting,  henmg,  makere!,  thmnbicks, 
plaice,  flounder*!,  bream  turtles  and  oysteis,  s^meatoDt  long 
containing  pearls,  but  fen  of  a  brown  color  Among  the  poison- 
ous reptiles  Which  invest  J\'€io  JVetherlandis  the  dreadful  rattle- 
snake. This  is  variegated,  hath  a  tiiick  head,  four 
long,  sharp  fangs,  and  a  horny  tdl  with  joints 
doubled  over  each  other,  more  or  less  according  to  age,  for  the 
tail  increases  one  joint  each  year.  The  shaldng  of  the  tail 
causes  a  hideous  dnimming  preliminary  to  its  biting.  The 
rattle-snalie  then  opens' wide  its  jaws  ;  the  upper  one  is  arched 
and  hath  a  blue  membrance  doilbled  over,  from  which  it  shoots 
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along  the  fangs  a  deadly  poison.  A  person  wounded  by  this 
reptile  would  be  cui-ed  with  difficulty,  did  the  field  not  produce 
a  wholesome  antidote,  which  the  Indians  carry  constantly  with 
tliem.  This  people  is  divided  into  divers  nations^ 
NEwNeSeuli'ere.all  Well  shaped  and  strong,  having  pitch-blacli  and 
Janlr  hair,  as  coarse  as  a  horse's  tail ;  broad 
shoulders ;  small  waist ;  brown  eyes  and  snow  white  teeth  ;  they 
ai'e  of  a  sallow  color ;  abstemious  in  fixid  and  drinii.  Water 
i  tiieir  thirst ;  higli  and  low  make  use  of 


all  alike.  The  crushed  corn  is  daily  boiled  to  a  pap  called  by 
them  sappaeri.  They  observe  ]io  set  time  f{)r  meals.  Wiienever 
hunger  demands,  the  time  lor  eating  arrives.  Beavers'  tails  are 
considered  tlie  most  savory  delicacy.  Whilst  liunting  they  live 
some  days  on  roasted  corn  carried  about  the  person  in  a  little  bag. 
A  little  com  in  water  swells  to  a  large  mass.  Henry 
Sg^'^1'^'!'""''  i/M(?soji  relates,  that  lie  entered  tlie  tivev  Montaines 
in  the  latitude  of  Ibrty  degrees  and  there  went 
asliore ;  the  Indians  made  strange  gambols  witli  dancing  and 
singing  ;  carried  arrows,  tlie  points  of  which  consisted  of  sharp 
Stones,  fastened  to  the  wood  with  pitch ;  they  sleep  under  the 
blue  sliy  on  little  mats  of  platted  leaves  of  trees  ;  suck  strong 
tobacco  ;  are  friendly  but  Very  thievish.  Hudson  sailed  up  thirty 
miles  higlier  ;  went  into  a  canoe  witli  an  old  India?!,  a  chief  over 
forty  men  and  Seventeen  women,  who  conducted  liini  ashore, 
Ihey  all  abode  in  one  house  well  built  of  the  bark  of  oali  trees. 
Around  lay  drying  more  than  three  ship  bads  of  Indian  corn 
and  beans  ;  besides  the  crop  that  stood  luxuriantly  in  the  field. 
Ihdsm  scarcely  ha^l  his  bead  under  the  roof,  but  he  was  seated 
on  two  mats  spread  oUt  on  the  floor.  Two  men  immediately 
had  orders  to  shoot  game.  In  the  twinkle  of  an  eye  these 
brought  in  pigeons  they  had  liilled,  A  fat  dog  which  had  been 
very  expertly  skinned  With  shells,  was  laid  also  on  the  ftte. 
Other  preparations  were,  likewise,  made  for  Hudson's  good  enter- 
tainment, biit  as  hfe  did  not  intend  to  pass  the  night  there,  he 
did  not  profit  by  them  j  notwithstanding  tlie  hdiatis  broke  their 
arrows  and  cast  them  into  tbfe  fire  3o  that  Hudson  may  rid  himself 
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of  all  tear.  Tiie  clothing  of  the  JVew  JVetherlanders 
N^L^deH  "*"  ^^  ^°^^  sumptuous.  The  women  ornament  them- 
st;lves  more  than  the  men.  And  although  the 
winters  are  very  severe,  they  go  naked  until  their  thirteenth 
year ;  the  lower  parts  of  the  girls'  bodies  only  ore  covered.  All 
wear  around  the  waist  a  girdle  made  of  the  tin  of  the  whale  ;.r 
of  seawant.  The  men  wear  between  the  legs  a  lap  of  duffels 
cloth,  or  leather,  half  an  ell  broad  and  nine  quarters  long  ;  so 
that  a  square  piece  hangs  beMnd  over  the  buttocks  and  in  front 
over  the  belly.  The  women  wear  a  petticoat  down  midway  the 
leg,  very  richly  ornamented  with  seawant  so  that  the  garment 
sometimes  costs  three  hundred  guilders.  They  also  wrap  the 
naked  body  in  a  deer's  skin,  the  tips  of  which  swing  with  thin 
points.  A  long  robe  fastened  on  the  right  shoulder  with  a  knot, 
at  the  waist  by  a  girdle,  serves  the  men  and  women  for  an  upper 
ornament,  and  by  night  for  a  bed  cover.  Both  go,  for  the  most 
part,  bare  headed.  The  women  bind  their  hair  behind  in  a 
plait,  over  which  they  draw  a  square  cap  thickly  interwoven 
with  seawant..  They  decorate  the  ornaments  for  the  forehead 
with  the  same  stuff.  Around  the  neck  and  arms  they  wear 
bracelets  of  seawant,  and  some  around  the  waist.  Shoes  and 
stockings  were  made  of  lillk  liides  before  the  Hollanders  settled 
here.  Others  made  shoes  even  of  sti-aw.  But  since  some  time 
they  prefer  Dutoti  shoes  and  stockings.  The  men  paint  their 
faces  of  many  colors.  Tlie  women  lay  on  a  black  spot 
only  here  and  there.  Both  ai-e  uncommonly  faithful.  Their 
]iouses  are  tor  the  most  part  built  after  one-  plan : — they 
differ  only  in  the  greater  or  smaller  length  :  the 
breadth  is  invariably  twenty  feet.  The  following 
is  the  mode  of  construction.  They  set  various  hickory  poles  in 
the  ground  according  to  the  plan  of  the  size  of  the  building. 
The  tops  are  bent  together  above  iu  the  form  of  a  gallery,  and 
throughout  the  length  of  these  bent  poles,  laths  are  fastened. 
The  waits  and  roof  are  then,  covered  with  the  bark  of  elm,  ash, 
and  chestnut  trees ;  the  bark  is  lapped  over  each  other  as  a 
protection  against  a  change  of  weather,  and  the  smooth  side  is 
ttitned  inward.  The  houses  lodge  fifteen  families  together,  more 
or  less,  according  to  the  dimensions..    Each  knows  its  propor- 
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tion.    Their  forts  stand  mostly  on  steep  mountains, 
beside  a  stream  of  water,     Tlie  entrance  is  only  on 
one  side.     They  are  built  In  this  wise.     They  set  heavy  timbers 
in  tire  gromidj  with  oak  palisades  on  both  sides,  planted  cross- 
wise one  with  another.     They  join  timbers  again  between  the 
cross-trees,  to  strengthen  the  work.  .  Witliin  the  enclosure  they 
commonly  build  twenty  or  thirty  houses,  some  of  wliich  ai'e  a 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  some  less.    All  are  crammed  full 
of  people.     In  the  summer  they  set  up  huts  along  the  rivers,  in 
order  to  pursue  fishing.    In  tlie  winter  tliey  re- 
move into  tlie  woods  to  be  convenient  to  the  liunt- 
ing  and  to  a  supply  of  lire-wood.     Plurality  of  wives  is  not  in 
vogue  here,  except  among  the  Chiefs,  who  take  three  or  four  to 
themselves.     And  such  harmony  exists  among  these,  that  they 
are  never   at  variance.      Mmors   do   not  mai-ry, 
except  with  the  advice  of  their  parents  or  friends. 
Widowers  and  widows  follow  their  own  inclinations:  regard  is 
only  had  to  each  other's  condition  and  children.    The  bride- 
groom must  malie  a  present  to  the  bride.     On  the  slightest  mia 
understanding,  the  wife,  paid  right  off,  is  put  by 
™™'  the  husband  out  of  doors,  and  she  mai-ries  another. 

Thus  some  of  them  have  a  fr-^sh  wife  every  year.     In  cases  of 
separation,  the  children  follow  the  mother,  after  whom  the  off' 
spring  also  are  called.    They  consider  adultery,  especially  if 
committed  in  the  open  air,  to  be  sinful.    Fornica- 
£wfcian™         tion,however,is  lawful  for  young  women,  provided 
oommep     o.      .^  -^^  ^^^_  moncy.    Whereforc,  no  person  objects  to 
marry  such  persons.    Yea,  the  married  boast  of  the  numbers 
they  slept  with  whilst   unmarried.     Whoever  is  inclined  to 
marry,  covers  the  whole  body,  and  thus  bemopped  sits  on  the 
way  side.    A  passer  by  ere  long  releases  '  tlie  pig 
"^'^'^^1™™™!°^  ^"  ^^^  poke.'    When  pregnant,  the  woman  takes 
great  heed,  in  order  that  the  embryo  may  not  be 
injured.    On  the  approach  of  the  birth  of  the  child,  which  she 
precisely  knows,  she  retires  to  a  lonely  place  in  the  woods,  even 
in  the  severest  cold,  erects  a  hut  of  mats,  separates  the  child  with- 
out any  one's  aid,  washes  it  in  the  water,  and  wraps  it  ai'ound 
>vith  matting.    In  a  few  days  she  turns  homeward,  and  brings 
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tlie  suckling  ca.reMly  up;  a  child  is  never  put  out  to  nurse. 
As  long  as  a  woman  suckles,  of  is  pregnant,  slie  admits  of  no 
connection.  The  catamenia  do  not  appear.  In  sickness  they 
are  very  feithful  to  each  other.  The  next  of  kin  closes  the  eyes 
of  the  deceased.  After  being  waked  for  a  few  days, 
UiedcS!""""*  they  are  thus  interred.  The  body  hath  a  stone 
under  the  head;  it  isplaced-in  a  sitting  posture; 
they  place  beside  it  a  pot,  kettle,  a  platter,  spoon,  money,  and 
provisions,  to  be  made  use  of  in  the  other  world.  They  then 
stow  wood  all  around,  which  they  cover  with  planks;  on  the 
planks,  which  are  covered  with  earth  and  stones,  palisades  are 
fastened  in  such  a  manner  that  the  tomb  resembles  a  little  house, 
to  which  they  pay  divine  reverence;  wherefore  tbey  consider  it 
a  great  profanation  to  violate  such  places.  The  men  make  no 
noise  over  the  dead,  but  the  women  carry  on  uncommonly;  they 
strike  their  breasts,  tear  their  faces,  call  the  riame  of  the  de- 
ceased day  and  night. 

The  mothers  make  the  loudest  lamentations  on  tiie  death  of  their 

sons     They  cut  off  their  hair,  which  they  bum  on 

mgrnii™"  Aho  the  grave  in  the  presence  of  all  the  relatives.    Wives 

do  the  same  on  the  death  of  their  husbands,  in 

addition  to  painting  the  face  pitch  black  ;  and  thus  in  a  deer 

skin  jerkin  they  mourn  the  dead  a  whole  year,  notwithstanding 

they  sometimes  lived  unhappily  together.     On  some  occasions 

they  have  meetings  for  devil-worship.     Here  conjurors  act  a 

wonderful  part.    These  tumble,  with  strange  con- 

rf™  ™Sj^«'s*!™  tortions,  head  over  heels  ;  beat  themselves,  leap, 

with  a  hideous  noise,  through  and  around  a  large 

fire.    Finally,  they  all  raise  a  tremendous  caterwauling,  when 

the  devil  (as  they  say)  appears  in  the  shape  of  a  ravenous  or 

harmless  anima! :  the  first  betokens  something  bad  ;  the  other 

good :  both  give  information  respecting  coming  events ;  but 

obscurely,  which  they  attribute  to  their  own  ignorance,  not 

understanding  the  Devil's  right  meaning  when  matters  turn  out 

differently.    They,  moreover,  bewitch  some  in  such 

iifchl*^  ^^'      wise  that  they  foam  at  the  mouth,  throw  themselves 

in  the  tire  and  smite  themselves  unmercifully  ;  and 

as  soon  as  they  whisper  any  words  in  the  ear  of  the  bewitched 
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the  enchantment  ceases.  The  language  of  this 
f^NciJieriai!afis.people  is  very  various,  but  they  can  he  classed  into 

four  principal  tongues,  namely,  MaJuiians,  Wappa- 
noo,  Siavanoo,aad  Minquaes  ;  they  ate  very  difficult  forstrangers 
to  learn,  as  they  are  spoken  without  any  pi'inciples.     Tlieir 

money  consists  of  zeuwant,   [wampum]   which  is 

nothing,  more  than  the  inside  little  pillars  of  tlie 
conckshells,  which  the  sea  casts  up  twice  a  yeai\  These  pillars 
they  polish  smooth  ;  drill  a  hole  through  the  centre  ;  reduoo  it 
to  a  certain  size,  and  string  the  pieces  on  tliretids.  The  strings 
lill  the  place  of  gold,  silver  and  copper  coin.     Great  faults,  as 

well  as  virtues,  ai-e  remarked  in  the  inhabitants; 
Kelh^ii^^s!^™  tor  besides  being  slovenly  and  slothful,  tSiey  are 

also  found  to  be  thievish,  liead-sti'ong,  greedy  and 
vindictive.  In  other  respects  they  are  grave,  chary  of  speecJi, 
which,  after  mature  consideration,  is  slowly  uttered  and  long 
remembered.  The  understanding  being  somewhat  shar'pened 
by  the  Hollanders,  they  evince  sufficient  ability  to  distinguish 
carefully  good  .from  evil.  They  will  not  suffer  any  imposition. 
No  wise  disposed  to  gluttony,  they  are  able  patiently  to  endure 
cold,  heat,  hunger  and  thirst.  Tliey  are  remarkably  addicted 
to  the  use  of  sweating  baths,  made  of  earth  and 

Sinaulnr  hot  balh.    ,.        ,       .„       ,  i  ii  j 

hned  with  clay.  A  small  door  serves  as  an  entrance. 
The  patient  creeps  in,  seats  himself  down,  and  places  heated 
stones  around  the  sides.  Whenever  he  hath  sweated  a  certain 
time,  he  immerses  himself  suddenly  in  cold  water  ;  from  which 
he  derives  great  security  against  all  sorts  of  siclmess.  Though 
this  people  do  not  make  such  a  distinction  between  man  and 
man  as  other  nations,  yet  they  have  high  and  low  families ;  infe- 
rior and  superior  chiefe,  whose  authority  remains  hereditarily 
iu  the  houses.  The  military  offices  are  disposed  of  only  accord- 
ing to  the  valorous  prowess  of  each  person.  The  commander 
does  not  divide  his  soldiers  into  regiments,  compa- 
nies or  files,  but  leads  them  on  merely  to  overreach 
the  enemy  from  an  ambuscade.  They  undertake  the  most  of 
their  expeditions  in  the  night.  They  do  not  maintain  tlieif 
position  long  against  a  sudden  onslaught,  unless  surrounded, 
then  they  fight  to  the  last  man.     Whenever  they  anticipate  any 
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danger,  the  women  and  children  are  pla^^d  in  a  secure  liiding 
place.    Their  weapons  used  formerly  to  be  the  arrow,  bow  and 
war  club.     They  now  use  the  snap^haunce  at  whicli 
they  are  very  expert.     A  square  shield  covers  the 
body  up  to  the  shoulders.    A  snake  skin  is  tied  around  the 
head  from  the  centre  of  which  sticks  up  a  iox's  or  bear's  tail. 
The  face  is  not  recognizable  on  account  of  its  variety  of  colors. 
Prisoners'  lives  are  rarely  spared,  unless  that  of 
Smi'rf^ritoners'r  womcH  and  Children,  who  are  treated  by  the  con- 
querors.in  the  same  manner  as  their  owu,  in  order 
thus  to  recruit  their  numbers.    If,  liowever,  a  prisoner  be  not 
put  to  death  immediately  after  tlie  battle,  but  handed  over  to 
some  person  whose  relative  had  been  formerly  killed  by  the 
conquered  party,  he  is  roasted  three  days  long  before  he  gives 
up  the  ghost.     It  excites  iracommon  admiration  If  the  sufferer 
constantly  sing  in  the  midst  of  his  torture.    Not- 
withstanding   misdemeanors    ai'e    not    punished, 
wicked  acts  are  of  rare  occurrence.     Stolen  pi'operty,  whenever 
discovered,  is  ordered  by  the  Chief  to  be  restored.    The  next 
of  kin  of  the  murdered  man  may  kill  the  murderer, 
if  he  overtake  him  within  four  and  twenty  hours. 
But  if  he  avenge  himself  later,  he  is  subject  to  be  slain  by  the 
relative  of  the  second  victim,  within  the  limit  of  the  stated  time. 
All  obligations  acquire  their  force  from  the  accept- 
tt^H  of  ptsM.    ^^^^  of  presents.     Tliey  proceed  thus  ;  They  take 
as  many  little  sticks  as  there  are  conditions  in  their 
prop6sals.     If  they  agree  on  all,  each  party,  at  the  conclusion,  lays 
b^  presents  at  the  feet  of  the  other.    They  sometimes  hang  up 
the  presents,  whilst  they  deliberate  earnestly  on  the  proposal 
during  three  days.    If  the  present  be  accepted,  the  negotiation 
is  firmly  concluded; 'but  if  not,  they  proceed  no  further  in  the 
matter,  unless  the  applicant  change  the  conditions  and  the  presr 
ent.     On  occasions  of  importance,  a  general  assem- 
Pubiis  connciis.     ^^  j^  j^^-^^  ^^  ^^^  liouse  of  One  of  the  chiefe;  in  order 
that   the   sachems    there   assembled,   may  explain   what  has 
been  concluded.     Then  the  most  eloquent  rises  and  endeavours 
to  render  the  determination  popular  with  the  masses.    It  some- 
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timeg  happens  that  a  ringleader  will  admit  of  no  reasoning 
whereupon  some  of  the  chiefs  sUikes  the  mutineer  on  the  head 
with  an  axe.  No  one  is  so  bold  as  to  dare  to  mutter  a 
word  in  such  a  case.  No  trace  of  divine  worship 
Worship  can  hardly  be  discovered  here.     Only  they  ascribe 

great  influence  to  the  moon  over  the  crops.     The 
Sun,  as  all  seeing,  is  taken  to  witness  as  often  as  tliey  falie  au 
oatli.     They  pay  great  reverence  to  the  Devil,  be- 
DeviiMrotBhip.      cause   they   fear    great  trouble    from    him   when 
hunting  Jind  fishing  :  wherefore  the  first  fruits  of 
the  chase  is  bui'iit  in  his  honor,  so  that  they  may  not  receive 
injury.     If  they  experience  pain  in  any  part,  they  say — Ji  Devil 
lurks  in,  there.    They   fully  acknowledge  that  a 
^^^ii^' '^'^  God  dwells  beyond  the  stai-'s,  who,  however,  gives 
liimself  no  concern  about  the  doings  of  Devils  on 
earth :  because  he  Is  .constantly  occupied  witli  a  beautiful  God- 
dess, whose  origin  Is   unknown.     She  once  came  down  from 
heaven  into  the  water  (for  before  the  creation  ail  was  water,) 
and  would  have  sunk,  unless  land  had  suddenly  bubbled  up 
under  her  feet.     The  land  waxed  bigger,  so  tbut 
Mtmi^'^""'     erelong    a   whole    globe   was    perceptible,   which 
quickly  produced  all  sorts  of  vegetables  and  frees. 
Meanwhile,  the  goddess  brouglit  forth. a  deer,  bear  aiid  Wolf, 
taid  again  cohabited   with  these  animals :   She  thus  became 
pregpant,  and  lay  in  of  divers  sorts  of  creatures  at  one  birth. 
From  this  arises  the  variety  not  only  of  animals,  but  also  of  men, 
which  in  color  are  either  black,  white  or  sallow  ;  in  disposition 
either  timid  as  the  deer,  revengeful  as  bears  or  rapacious  as 
wolves.     After  she  had  thus  acted  the  Universal  mother  re- 
turned up  to  Heaven,  where  she  enjoys  perfect  bliss  with  the 
Sovereign  Lord,  whom  they  know  not  ^noi"  ever  saw  ;  wherefore 
they  will  be  held  less  responsible  than  the  Christians ;  pretend- 
ing to  acknowledge  him  a  punisher  of  all  wiclced  deeds  which 
they  commit  notwithstanding,  and  it  is  witli  more  difficulty  tliat 
they  can  he  brought  from  these  adopted  vices  to  Christianity. 
Regai'ding  the  souls  of  the  Dead,  they  believe : 
SeS^^*""     that  those  who  have  done  good  ex^oy  every  sort 
of  pleasure  in  a  temperate  country  to  thp  South, 
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where  the  bad  wander  about  in  misery.     They  believe  the  loud 
bowlings  whicli  wild  animals  make  at  niglit,  to  be  the  wailings 
of  the  ghosts  of  wicited  bodies. ' 
The  fertility  and  situation  of  JVew  JVetherland  induced  the 

Burgomasters  of  Amsterdam  to  send  a  colony 
NewXltoL^di,  thither.     "Wherefore  they  agreed  witli  the  West 

India  Company  with  the  approbation  of  the  States 
General  at  the  Hague,  In  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty 
sixj  they  shipped  accordingly  over  to  JVw  JVetherland  seventy 
famibes,  to  which  they  added  three  hundred  Wddenses  who 
had  been  driven  out  of  Piedmont.  These  embarked  on  the 
fifteenth  of  December  by  beat  of  drum. '  Colonization  prospered. 
Meanwhile,  when  the  war  between  the  English  crown  and  the  Uni- 
ted Netherlands  broke  out,  the  Dutch  found  themselves,  after  ten 
years  possession,  so  powerless  against  the  English  that  they  sur- 
rendered to  this  nation.  JVew  Amst&rdam.  obtained  consequently 
the  name  of  JVew  York.  The  conquered  inhabitants  experienced 
great  inconvenience  inasmuch  as  Trade  was  suddenly  brought 
to  a  stand. 


FIRST  EMIGRANTS  TO  NEW  NETHERLAND. 

[  prom  Baudartiua.  ] 
Inasmuch  as  the  multitude  of  people,  not  only  natives  but 
foreigners,  who  are  seeking  a  livelihood  in  the  United  Provinces  is 
very  great,  so  that  where  one  stiver  is  to  be  earned  there  are  ten 
hands  ready  to  seize  it,  especially  in  Holland  which  is  the 
reservoir  of  divers  kingdoms  and  countries.  Many  are  obliged, 
on  this  account,  to  go  in  seai'ch  of  other  lands  ancl  residences 
where  they  can  obtain  a  Hving  more  easily  and  at  less  expensp. 
Accordingly,  in  the  yeai-  1624,  as  in  previous  years,  divers 
femilies  went  from  Holland  to  Virginia  in  the  West  Indies,  a 
great  portion  of  theni  being  English,  called  Brownists,  whom 
King  James  will  not  permit  norsuffertolive  in  his  land,  because 
they  hold  and  maintain  divers  points  of  religion  improbated  by 
the  present  church  of  England. 

1  The  preceding  part  of  this  artiolo  seems  to  haye  been  borrowed  ftom  Van 
der  Donck's  Seickryvine  van  Nieuw  NederlaTidt ,  pnblished  in  Holland  in 
1656.    Ed, 

2  They  settled  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Delaware.    Ed, 
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A  ship  arrived  in  August  from  that  part  of  Virginia  called 
New  Netlierland,  which  had  conveyed  some  fsunilies  from  Holland 
thither.  This  vessel  brings  many  and  various  letters  from 
private  individuals,  each  written  to  friends  and  acquaintances, 
whereof  this  is  mostly  the  tenor — 

"  We  were  much  gratified  on  arriving  in  tliia  country  ;  Here 
we  found  beautiful  rivers,  bubbling  fountains  flowing  down  into 
the  valleys  ;  basins  of  running  waters  in  t!ie  Satlaiids,  agreeable 
fruits  in  tlie  woods,  such  as  strawberries,  pigeon  berries,  walnuts, 
andalso Door /oftriwiew  or  wild  grapes.  ^  The  woods aboimd with 
acorns  for  feeding  liogs,  and  with  venison.  Tliere  is  considernhle 
fish  in  the  rivers  j  good  tillage  land  ;  here  is,  especially,  fi-ee 
coming  and  going,  without  fear  of  the  naked  natives  of  the 
country.  Had  we  cows,  hogs,  and  other  cattle  fit  for  food 
(which  we  daily  espect  in  the  first  ships)  we  would  not  wish  to 
return  to  Holland,  for  whatever  we  desire  in  the  paradise  of 
Holland,  is  here  to  be  found.  If  you  will  come  hither  with  your 
family,  you  will  not  regret  it." 

This  and  similar  letters  have  roused  and  stimulated  many  to 
resolve  to  emigrate  thither  with  tlieir  families,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  earn  a  handsome  livelihood,  strongly  fancying  that 
they  will  live  there  in  luxury  and  ease,  whilst  here  on  the  con- 
trary, they  must  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 
Eaudartios'  Gedenkwaardige  Gesckiedenissert.  zo  kerkdyke  als 
wereldlyke.    3  vol^s.  fol.  Arniiem,  1624, 

We  translate  the  above  from  tlie  Sheboygan  Jfimwshode  of  1 5 
Sept.  1851.  Gulielmus  Baudartlus  (or  Baudart)  the  author  of 
the  work  from  which  it  is  borrowed,  was  Minister  at  Zntphen 
for  a  period  of  thirty  six  years.  He  was  originally  a  native  of 
Beinse  in  Flanders,  and  was  selected  at  the  Synod  of  Dort  as  one 
of  the  translators  of  the  Old  Testament— so  great  was  his 
reputation  as  a  Hebrew  Scholar.  He  died  at  Zntphen  in  1640, 
atthe  age  of  66  years.  A  list  of  liis  works  will  be  found  in  the 
Biog.  Universelle ;  Biog.  Diet.  Watts  ka.  The  Gedmkwaardigc 
Geschiedenissen,  or  Remarkable  ecclesiastical  and  political  Events, 
from  1603  to  1624,  is  represented  asa  sortof  Supplement  to  Van 
Meteren's  History.    Ed. 
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TRIAL  FOB  WnCHCEAFT. 

[Court  or  Assise  Book.l 

At  y"  Court  of  Assizes  held,  in  New  Yorke 
J"  2''  day  of  October  1665  kc. 
The  Tryall  of  Ralph  Hall  and  Mary  his  wife,  upon  suspicion 
of  Witchcraft. 

The  names  of  the  Persons  who  served  on  the  Grand  Jury, 
Thomas  Ealier,  fforeman  of  y  Jury,  of  East  Hampton. 
Gap'  John  Symonds  of  1 
Mf  Hallet 
Anthony  ^V 

Thomas  Wandall  of  Marshpath  Eills. 
M''  Nicolls  of  Stamford 
Balthazer  de  Haart 
John  Garland 
Jacob  Leisler 

Aathonio  de  Mil!         )>  of  New  Yorke. 
Alexander  Munro 
Thomas  Searle 

The  Prisoners  being  brought  to  the  Barr  by  Allard  Anthony, 
Sheriffe  of  New  Yorke,  This  following  Indictm'  was  read,  first 
against  Ealph  Hall  and  then  ag"'  Mary  his  wife,  viz'. 

The  Constable  and  Overseers  of  the  Towne  of  Seatallcott,  in 
the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire  upon  Long  Island,  Do  Present  for 
our  Soveraigne  Lord  the  King,  That  Ralph  Hall  of  Seatallcott 
aforesaid,  upon  y*  25"'  day  of  December  ;  being  Christmas  day 
last,  was  Twelve  Monthes,  in  the  1 5""  yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our 
Soveraigne  Lord,  Charles  y*  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
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of  England,  Scotland,  ffraiice  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  theffaith 
Stc,  and  severall  other  dayes  and  times  since  tliat  day,  by  some 
detestable  and  wicked  Arts,  commonly  called  Witchcraft  and 
Sorcery,  did  (as  is  suspected)  maliciously  and  feloniously,  prac- 
tice and  Exercise  at  the  said  towne  of  Seatalcott  in  the  East 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  on  Long  Island  aforesaid,  on  the  Person  of 
George  Wood,  late  of  the  same  place  by  w'^''  wicked  and  detesta- 
ble Arts,  the  said  George  Wood  (as  is  siispected)  most  dangerously 
and  mortally  sicklied  and  languished,  And  not  long  after  by  the 
aforesaid  wicked  and  detestable  Arts,  the  said  George  Wood  (as 
is  likewise  suspected)  dyed. 

Moreover,  The  Constable  and  overseers  of  the  said  Towne  of 
Seatalcott,  in  the  East  Riding  of  Yorksliire  upon  I<ong  Island 
aforesaid,  do  further  Present  for  our  Soveraigne  Lord  tlie  King, 
That  some  while  after  the  death  of  the  aforesaid  George  Wood, 
The  said  Ralph  Hall  did  (as  is  suspected)  divers  times  by  y« 
like  wicked  and  detestable  Arts,  comonly  called  Withcraft  and 
Sorcery,  Maliciously  and  ieloniously  practise  and  Exercise  at 
the  said  Towne  of  Seatalcott,  in  the  East  Riding  of  Torkshke 
upon  Long  Island  aforesaid,  on  the  Person  of  an  Infant  Child*? 
of  Ann  Rogers,  widdow  of  y«  aforesaid  George  Wood  deceased, 
by  w''  wicked  and  detestable  Arts,  the  said  Infant  Cliilde  (as  is 
suspected)  most  dangerously  k  mortally  si ckned  and  languished, 
and  not  long  after  by  the  said  Wicked  and  detestable  Arts  (as 
is  likewise  suspected)  dyed.  And  so  y«  said  Constable  and  Over- 
seers do  Present,  That  the  said  George  Wood,  and  the  s^  Infante 
s^  Childe  by  the  wayes  and  meaiies  aforesaid,  most  wickedly 
maliciously  and  feloniously  were  (as  is  suspected)  murdered  by 
the  said  Ralph  Hail  at  the  times  and  places  aforesaid,  ag''  y« 
Peace  of  Our  Soveraigne  Lord  y«  King  and  against  the  Laws  of 
this  Government  in  such  Cases  Provided, 

The  like  Indictm'  was  read,  against  Mary  the  wife  of  Ralph 
Hall. 

There  upon,  severall  Depositions,  accusing  j*  Piison'^s  of  y^ 
fact  for  which  they  were  endicted  were  read,  but  no  witoesse 
appeared  to  give  Testimony  in  Court  vive  voce. 

Then  the  Clarke  calling  upon  Ralph  Hall,  bad  him  hold  up 
his  hand,  and  read  as  followes. 
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fialph  ^11  thou  atandest  here  indicted,  for  tliat  liaving  not 
y«  feare  of  God  before  tMne  eyes.  Thou  did'st  upon  the  25ti> 
day  of  December,  being  Christmas  day  ]aat  was  12  Moneths,  and 
at  seu'ail  other  times  since,  as  is  suspected,  by  some  wicked  and 
detestabJe  Arts,  commonly  called  witchcraft  and  Sorcery,  mali- 
ciously and  feloniously  practice  and  Exercise,  upon  the  Bodyes 
of  George  Wood,  and  an  Infant  Childe  of  Ann  Rogers,  by 
which  said  Arts,  the  said  George  Wood  and  the  Infant  Childe 
(as  is  suspected)  most  dangerously  and  mortally  fell  sick,  and 
languisht  unto  death.  Ralph  Hall,  what  dost  thou  say  for  thy- 
selfe,  art  thou  guilty,  or  not  guilty  1 

Mary  the  wife  of  Ralph  Hall  was  called  upon  in  like  manner. 

They  both  Pleaded  not  guilty  and  threw  themselves  to  bee 
Tryed  by  God  and  the  Country. 

Where  upon,  their  Case  was  referr'd  to  ye  Jury,  who  brought 
in  to  the  Court,  tliis  following  verdict  vizt. 

Wee  having  seriously  considered  the  Case  committed  to  our 
Ciiarge,  against  y^  Prison'''  at  the  Barr,  and  having  well  weighed 
y^  Evidence,  wee  finde  that  there  are  some  suspitions  by  the 
Evidence,  of  what  the  woman  is  Charged  with,  but  nothing  con- 
siderable of  value  to  take  away  hef  life.  But  in  reference  to 
the  man  wee  finde  nothing  considerable  to  charge  liira  with. 

The  Court  there  upon,  gave  this  sentence.  That  the  man  should 
bee  bound  Body  and  Goods  for  his  wives  Apperance,  at  the 
nest  Sessions,  and  so  on  from  Sessions  to  Sessions  as  long  as  they 
stay  w'liin  this  Government,  In  the  meane  while,  to  bee  of  ye 
good  Behavio^  So  they  were  retum'd  into  the  Sheriifs  Custody, 
and  upon  Entring  into  a  Recognizance,  according  to  the  Sen- 
tence of  the  Court,  they  were  released. 

[Orders  Warrants  Letters,  II.] 
A  Release  to  Ralph  HaU  &  Mary  his  wife  from 
y^  Recognizance  they  entred  into  at  the  Assizes. 
These  Are  to  Certify  all  ,whom  it  may  Concerne  That  Ralph 
Hall  &  Mary  his  wife  (at  present   living  upon  Great  Minifords 
Island)  are  hereby  released  k.  acquitted  i'rom  any  &  all  Recogni- 
zances, bonds  of  appearance  or  oth'  obligations — entred  into  by 
them  or  either  of  them  for  the  peace  or  good  behavio^  upon 
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account  of  any  accifeation  or  Indictetti'  upon  suspition  of  Witch 
Craft  brought  into  the  Co*t  of  Assizes  against  them  in  the  year 
1665.  There  haueving  beene  no  direct  proofes  nor  furth''  pro- 
Secucon  of  them  or  eith'  of  them  since — Giiien  \m6y  my  hand  at 
Fort  James  in  New  Torke  tliis  21"'  day  of  A-Wgust  1668. 

R.  NICOLLS. 

[Court  (if  AtKwe  Book,] 

An  Ord'  for  Katherine  Harrison  to  Remove  irom 
"Westchestf. 
Whereas  Complaint  hath  beene  made  unto  me  by  y*  Inhabit- 
ants of  Westchesttag'-ICatherine  Hiirrisott  late  of  Wethersfeild 
in  his  Mattes  Colony  of  Coniiecticott  widdow.  That  contrary  to 
y«  (Mimsent  &  good  liiing  of  y*  Towne  she  would  settle  amongst 
them  &  she  being  reputed  to  be  a  person  lyeing  und''  y*  suppo- 
sicon  of  Witchci-aft  hath  given  some  cause  of  apprehension  to  y= 
Inhabitants  there,  To  y^  end  tlieii'  Jealonsyes  &  feares  as  to  this 
perticuler  may  be  removed,  I  have  thought  iitt  to  ord''  &  appoint 
that  y«  Constable  &  Overseers  of  y"  Towne  of  Westchest'  do 
giue  warning  to  y"  said  Katherine  Harrison  to  remove  out  of 
their  p''cincts  in  some  short  tyme  after  notice  giiien,  and  they 
are  litcewise  to  admonish  lier  to  retovne  to  y^  place  of  her 
former  abode,  that  they  nor  their  neighbo^trs  may  receive  no 
further  disturbance  by  her,  Given  und''  my  hand  at  ffort  James 
in  New  Yorke  this  7ii>  day  of  July,  1670. 

An  Ord^  lor  Katherine  Harrison  &  Capt"  Ricliard 
Panton  to  appeare  at  y^  flbrt  beibre  y  Govemo'. 
Whereas  Complaint  hath  beene  made  unto  me  by  y^  Inha- 
bitants of  Westchest"'  ag*  Katherine  Harrison  widdow  That  she 
doth  neglect'  to  refuse  or  obey  my  late  Ord'  concerning  her 
removal!  put  of  y*  said  Towne,  These  are  to  require  yo"  that  yo" 
give  notice  unto  the  said  Katherine  Harrison  as  also  unto  Capt" 
Richard  Panton  at  whose  house  she  resydeth,  That  they  make 
their  personall  appearance  before  me  In  this  pla.ce  on  Wednesday 
next  being  y«  24*''  of  this  Instant  month,  wiien  those  of  y'' 
Towne  that  have  ought  to  object  ag'  them  doe  likewise  attend, 
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where  I  shall  edeavo^  a  Composure  of  this  difference  betweene 
them.     Given  und''  my  hand  at  ffort  James  in  New  Yorke  this 
20«>dayof  August  1670. 
To  ye  Constable  of  Weatohest''. 

A  warrant  to  y«  Constable  of  Westchest^  to  take 
an  Account  of  y^  Goods  of  Katheriue  Harrison. 
These  are  to  require  yo"  to  take  an  Account  of  such  Goods  as 
haue  lately  beene  brought  from  out  of  his  Ma'i^*  Colony  of  Con- 
necticott  unto  Katherine  Harrison  &  having  taken  a  note  of  y 
pliculers  that  yo"  retome  y^  same  unto  me  for  y«  doeing  wliere- 
of  this  shall  be  yc- warrant,  Given  und^  ray  band  at  ffort  James 
in  New  Yorke  this  25"i  day  of  August  1670. 
To  y"  p^'sent  Constable  of  Westchester. 


An  Ord''  concerning  Katherine  Harrison. 
Whereas  seuerall  Adresses  haue  beene  made  unto  me  by  some 
of  yo  Inliabitants  of  Westcliesf  on  bebalfe  of  y°restdesirmgtliat 
Katherine  Harrison  late  of  Wethersfeild  in  his  Mat'^'  Colony  of 
Connectlcott  widdow  at  p'sent  residing  in  their  Towne  may  be 
ordered  to  remove  from  thence  &  not  permitted  to  stay  w*''Ja 
their  Jurisdiction  upon  an  apprehension  they  have  of  her 
gTOunded  upon  some  troubles  she  hath  layne  und''  at  Wethers- 
feild upon  suspition  of  Witchcraft,  the  reasons  whereof  do  not 
so  clearly  appeare  unto  me,  Yett  notw'i'standing  to  giue  as  much 
satisfaction  as  may  be  to  y«  Comp'"  who  p'tend  their  feares  to 
be  of  a  publique  Concerne  I  have  not  thought  fitt  absolutely 
to  determyne  y«  matt'  at  p^sent,  but  do  suspend  it  untill  y«  next 
Gen'"  Co''  of  Assizes,  when  there  will  be  a  full  meeting  of  y= 
Councell  &  Justices  of  y*  peace  to  debate  &  conclude  y^  same. 
In  yE  meane  tyme  y^  said  Katherine  Harrison  w'li  her  Children 
may  remaine  in  the  Towne  of  Westchesf  where  she  now  is 
wt'H)nt  disturbance  or  molestation,  she  having  given  sufftcient 
security  for  her  Civill  carriage  &  good  behaviour.  Given  und' 
my  hand  at  ffort  James  in  New  York  this  25"i  day  of  August  in 
ye  22'h  yeare  of  his  Mamies  Kaigne  Annoq  Domini  1670. 
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An"  1670. 

Appeals,  Actions,  Presenting  &c.  Entred  for  Hear- 
ing &  Tryail  at  y^  Gen""  Co^'  of  Assizes  to  bee 
eld  in  New  Yorke  beginning  on  tlie  first  Wednes- 
ayofOctoVl670. 
Katherine  Harryson  bound  over  to  appeare  upon  y"  Compi' 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Westchester  upon  suspicon  of  Witch-craft. 
In  the  case  of  Katherine  Harryson  Widdow,  who  was  bound 
to  the  good  Behaviour  upon  Complt  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Westchester  untill  y«  holding  of  this  Court,  It  is  Ordered,  that 
in  regard  there  is  nothing  appears  against  her  deserving  the 
continuance  of  that  obligacdn  shee  is  to  bee  releast  from  it,  &. 
hath  Liberty  to  remaine  in  the  Towne  of  Westchester  where 
shee  now  resides,  or  any  where  else  in  the  Governm*  during  her 
pleasure 
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ASSESSMENT    ROLLS 

OF 

THE  FIVE  DUTCH  TOWNS 

IN 

KING'S  COUNTY,  L.  I 

1675. 


Translated  from  the  Original  Dutch  MS. 
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the  Doc,  Hist,  of  N.  Y-  Vol.  II 


'  the  year  1G76,  will  lie  found  In 
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ASSESSMENT  ROLL  OP  THE  REAL  AND  PERSONAL  PRO- 
PERTY IN  BOSWTCK,  MADE  UP  ON  THE  19th  AUGUST, 

1675. 

PiETER  Pabmentik  :  3  polls,  2  horses,  3  oxen, 
e  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.,  3  aitto  of  2  yrs., 

3  ditto  of  1  year,  4  hogs £148.10 

32  raorgens  of  land  and  valley.; 64 

212.10 

Jan  Cornelise  Dame  :  1  poll,  4  horses,  6  cows, 

1  ditto  of  3  years,  2  ditto  of  2  yrs,  3  ditto 

of  1  yr.,  IG  sheep,  8  hogs il24 

28  nioi^ens  of  land  and  valley 56 

180 

JoosT  KoECKWYTT  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  8  cows, 

2  ditto  of  3  yrs.,  1  ditto  of  3  yrs.,  2  ditto 

of  1  yr.,  6  sheep,  1  hog X99 

1 5  morgens  of  land  and  valley 30 

129 

PiETER  Janse  Witt  :  3  polls,  3  horses,  1  ditto 
of  3  yrs,  7  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs,  4  ditto 
of  3  yrs.  8  ditto  of  1  yr.  3  hogs,  13  sheep  £175 ,  10 
50  morgens  of  land  and  valley 100 

275.10 

WouTTEB  GisBERSE  :  1  poU,  3  horsBS,  4  cows, 

3  ditto  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of 

1  yr.  2  sheep £96 

1 8  morgens  of  laud  and  valley 36 

133 

Jan  Pabis  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  6  cows,  3  ditto 

of  2  yrs.  15  slieep, £86 

33  morgens  of  land  and  valley 46 

132 

Charles  Fonttein  :  1  poll,  1  horse  of  3  yrs. 

2  oxen,  10  cows,  4  ditto  of  3  yrs.  6  ditto 

of  2  yrs.  2dittoof  1  yr.  4  hogs £122 

40  morgens  of  land  and  valley 80 

202 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


142  ASSESSMENT   ROLLS 

EuERT  Hedeman  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  2  oxen,  3 

cows,  1  hog ^53 

13^  morgens  of  liiiid  and  valley 27 

Jaql'Es  Cossaett  :  1  poll,  2  cows,   1  hog,  5 

sheep, £31 

5  morgens  of  land 10 

41 

Pieter  Schamp:  1  poll,  2  cows,  1  sheep,  3 

morgens  of  land 34.10 

Adriaen  de  la  Forge  :  1  poll,  1  cow,  1  ditto 

of  2yrs 25.10 

GisBERT  TiiEUKisse  :  2  polls,  3  horses,  2  ditto 

of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  1  yi-.  4  cows,  3  ditto 

of  3  yrs.  3  diSto  of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  1  yr. 

I  hog,  10  sheep, X129 

32  morgens  of  land  &  valley 44 

173 

Chables  Housman  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  3  cows . .    ^45 

II  morgens  of  land  Si  valley 22 

07 

Stas  oe  gsoott  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  1  cow 35 

CoRNELis  Jansen  1 . 1  poU,  1  horse  of  3  yrs.  1 

cow  1  ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  2  yrs £37 .  10 

4  moi^ns  of  land  and  valley 8 


Jan  CoRUELisE  Zeuw  :  1   poll,  2  horses,  2 

cows,  5  sheep, , 54 

17  morgens  of  land  and  valley,   34 

Caspeert  Jansen  :  2  polls,  2  horses,  1  ditto 

oflyr.  1  cow , £73 

3  morgens  of  land 6 

PiETTER  Jansen   Zeuw  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  1 
ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  cow 

Onfre'Kley  :  2  polls,  3  horses,  3  ditto  of  3 

yrs.  6 cows, 3ditto of 2  yrs.  Sditto of  1  yr.  £126 
13  morgens  of  land  and  vaUey 24 

I  Incorrectlj'  printetl,  "  Oufie"  in  Yol :  II. 
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Jan  Jansen  :  2  polls,  1  COW  of  2  yrs.  1  hog.  39.10 

Jan  JoiiESE  ;  1  poll,  2  horses,  5  cows, .3  sheep, 

Ihog, ^80.10 

5  morgeas  of  land 10 

90.10 

Ai.EXANDt:!).  CoQUEUEETT :  1  poU,  1  liorse,  2 

sheep,  1  hog £32 

3  niorgens  of  land 4 

36 

VoLCKERT  DiERcicsE  :  2  polls,  3  horses,  1  d" 
of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  ]  yr.  5  cows,  4  d"  of 
3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1  yr.  6  sheep,  3  hogs. . .  ^139 

25  morgeas  of  land  k  valley 50 

179 

Jan  AaiAENEEN  :  1  poll,  3  cows,  1  d"  of  3  yrs. 

2  do  of  1  yr.  3  hogs,  2  sheep £44 

3  inorgens  of  land 6 

50 

Arie  CoRNELisE  VoGEi. :  3  polls,  3 sheep....  37.10 

Amador  Foupieii  :  1  poll,  2  holies,  1  ditto  of 

2  yrs £47 

21  morgens  of  land  &  valley 44 

91 

Seimen  Haeckx  ;  1  poll, IS 

Jabecq  Jansen  :  1  poll 18 

Nelttie  Jaks  :  2  cows,  3  sheep 11 

Jan  Jansen  Kuiper  :  1  poU, 18 

DiERCK  Volckerse  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  1  of  3 

yis.  3  of  1  yr.  3  cows,  1  of  3  yrs.  1  of  1 

yr.  6  sheep £88 

36  morgeas  of  land  &  valley 73  ■ 

160 

JabecqUierckse  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  1  ditto  of 

3  yrs.  1  cow,  1  sheep, £43.10 

5  morgens  of  land 10 
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Hendrick  Barknse  Smitt  ;  1  poll,  4  horses, 
2  ditto  of  3  yrs.  S  ditto  of  2  yrs.  6  cows, 
4  ditto  of  3  yrs,  2  ditto  of  2  yrs.  5  ditto 

of  1  yr.  3  hogs,  3  sheep X154 

20  morgens  of  land  &  valley 40 

Joseph  Hael  :  I  poll,  1  cow, , 

"VViLLEM  Jacobse  :  1  poll 

Thexines  Gisberse  Bogaeett  :  8  morgens  of 
valley 

The  valuation  of  the  Real  and  personal  pro- 
perty ill  Boswyck  amounts  to 


ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  RFAL  AND  PERSONAL  PUOPEKTY 
OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  BREUCKLEN,  MADE  UP  ON 
THE  20tli  AUGUST,  ANNO.  1675. 

Theunes  Jansen:  3  polls,  4  horses,  1  ditto  of 
1  yr.  2  oxen,  4 'cows,  4  ditto  of  3  yrs.  2 
ditto  of  2  yrs,  4  ditto  of  1  yr.  5  Jiogs, . . .  ^£169 

23  morgens  of  land  and  valley, 46 

—    215 

Claes  Arense  :  3  polls,  1  hoi'se,  4  cowi,  1  ditto 

of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  2  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr.    X94 

14  morgens  of  land  and  vaUey, 28 

122 

Mattheis  Brouwer:  1  poll,  2  cows, 28 

1  ^  morgen  valley,   8 

31 

Paulus  Vander  Beeclie:   2  polls,  2  horses,  4 

cows,3dittoof3  yrs.  Idittoof  1  yr....     £93.10 

20  morgens  of  land  and  valley, 40 

133.10 

Jan  Pietterse,  the  Elder  :  1  poll,  4  oxen,  6 

cows,'3  dittoof  2yrs.  4  dittoof  1  year,    .£85.10 

16  morgens  of  land  and  valley   32 

117.10 
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Jan  Cornelise  Buis  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  2  cows, 
1  ditto  of  3  yr.  1  ditto  of  1  yr.  13  sheep 

Dierck  Stoorra  :  1  poll,  2  cows,  1  ditto  of  3 
yrs.  1  hog, 

Nictlaes  Backer :  1  poll  1  horse,  3  cows,  3 

ditto  of  2  yi-s.  2  ditto  of  1  yr.  6  hogs, ...    £61.10 
18  morgehs  of  land  and  valley, 36 . 

Joost  Fransen :  1  poll,  3  horses,  4  cows,  1 
ditto  of.  3  yi-s.  3  ditto  of  2  yr.  2  ditto  of 

1  year £76 .10 

10|  morgens  land  and  valley 21 

Comelis  Corse  Vroom:  1  poU,  3  horses,  1 
■Hitto  of  1  year^  3  cows,  2  ditto  of  2  years, 

1  ditto  of  1  year,  4  sheep,  2  ho^ £70 

s  of  land  and  valley 44 


3aa.  Pietterse  Mackelyck  :'   1  poll,  4  oxen,  4 

cows,  1  ditt&of  1  yr.,21iogs £65.10 

12  morgens  land  and  valley 24 

Dierck  Cornehse  Hooglantt :  3  polls,  2  horses, 
6  cows,  2  ditto  of  2  ji^.;  3  ditto  of  1  yr., 

2  hogs X119.10 

8  morgens  of  land  and  valley 16 

Paulus  Mickielse  Van  der  Voortt ;   1  poU,  1 
horse  of  3  yrs.,  2  oxen,  3  cows,  1  ditto 

of  3  yrs.,  1  ditto  of  1  yr £58 .  10 

10  morgens  of  land  and  vaUey 30 


■Willem  Willemse :  1  poll,  3  horses,  2  oxen, 
6  cows,  2  ditto  of  3  yrs.,  4  ditto  of  1  yr., 

Ihog , X96 

13^  morgens  of  land  and  valley 37 

1  Incoirectly  printed  "Mackenzie"  In  tlie  Becond  voiui 
Vol.  IV.  10 
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146  ASSESSMENT    EOLLS 

DierckHattum  ;  1  poll,  2  oxen,  1  cow,  1  ditto 

of  2j'is 37.10 

1  ^  morgen  of  land S 

Ehem  Jaosen :  3  poUs,  5  horses,  8  cows,  4 
ditto  of  3  yrs.,  4  ditto  of  2  yrs.,  4  ditto 

of  1  yeai-,  2  hogs =Cl88 

19  inorgeus  of  land  and  valley 38 

Frederick  Lubberse :  1  poll,  6  cows,  1  ditto 

of  2  yrs  ,  2  ditto  of  1  yr.,  7  sheep ^5G.10 

15  morgens  of  land  and  valley 30 

Pietter  van  Neestt :  1  poll,  5  cows,  2  hogs ...       45 
5^  morgens  land  and  valley 11 

Pietter  Jansen ;  1  poll,  a  horses,  5  cows,  3 

ditto  of  2  yrs.,  4  ditto  of  1  yr .£80 .  10 

8  morgens  of  land 16 

Big  Jan :  2  polls,  2  oxen,  2  cows,  1  ditto  of  3 

yra.,  1  ditto  of  1  yr 44 

3  morgens  of  valley 4 

Johannes  Christeffel :  1  poll,  2  oxen,  3  cows ,       40 
6  morgens  of  land  and  valley 12 

Thoraes  Jansen  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  3  cows  . . . 
Cotiradus  vander  Beeck :   1  poll,  3  oxen,  3 

cows £45 

14  morgens  of  land  and  valley 28 

Ackeys  Jansen  :  1  poll,  1  cow ^ 

Paulus  Dierckse  ;  2  polls,  2  horses,  3  oxen,  7 
cows,  2  ditto  of  3  yrs.,  5  ditto  of  1  yr., 

3 hogs  ..., X123.10 

12  moigens  of  laud  and  valley 24 
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OF  KIWG'S   COUNTY. 

Dierck  Pauluse :     poll,  1  horse  of  3  yr.  3 
cows,  4  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1  yr,  1 

hog, £56 .  10 

2  morgeas  of  laud  and  valley, 24 

Weyaantt  Pietterse  ;  1  poll,  2  horses,  3  cows, 

1  ditto  of  2  yr.  2  ditto  of  1  yr je62 .  10 

5  morgen  of  land  10 

Adam  Brouwer  :  2  poUs,  2  cows,  3  ditto  of  3 

yrs.  3  sheep,  1  hog £60 

Ig  morgen  of  valley 3 

Johannes  Marcuse  :  1  poll 

Euertt  Hendrickse  :  1  poll 

Gerritt  Croesen  :  1  poll,  2  oxen,  4  cows,  2 
ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  2  yrs.  2  .ditto  of 

1  yr.  3hogs £71.10 

14  morgens  land  &  valley 28 

Egbert  Steuense  :  1  poll 

Seimen  Aersen  :  1  poU,  2  oxen,  3  cows,  2 

ditto  of  lyr.  Shogs £51 

10  morgens  of  land  and  valley 20 

Pietter  Pietterse  :  1  poll  1  horge . , , 

Lambert  Jansen  Dortlantt ;  1  poU  4  cows. . .    iE38 
8  morgens  of  land  and  valley 16 

Jerom  de  Rappallie  :  3  poUs,  3  cows,  I  ditto  of 

1  yr.lhorae £82.10 

8  morgens  of  land  and  valley 16 


Daniel  de  EappaUie  :  1  poU,  1  horse,  1  cow . . 

gelmen  Claessen  :  1  poU,  1  horse,  1  cow  1  d" 

of  3  yrs.  2  hogs £41 

6  morgens  of  land 12 

Thennes  Gisbertse  Bogaertt :  3  polls,  4  horses, 
1  ditto  of  1  yr.  2  oxen,  14  cows,  6  ditto 
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148  ASSESSMENT   BOILS 

of  3  yrs.  6  ditto  of  2  yrs.  10  ditto  of  1 

yr.  6  hogs £■^i^ 

40  morgens  of  laud  and  valley 80 

Susanne  Dubbels :  3  oxen,  5  cows,  3  ditto  of 

3  yrs.,  3'ditto  of  1  yr i49 

8  morgeii  of  land  and  valley 16 

pietter  Corse  :  1  poll 

Hendricli;  Corse  :  2  poUs,  2  }iorses,  2  slieep  ■ .    Ml 
10  morgens  of  land  and  valley 20 

Hendrick  Theymese :  1  poll,  1  horse,  3  cows    £i5 
3  moi^ens  of  land 6 

Thomes  Lamberse :  2  polls,  3  horses,  1  ditto 
of  1  year,  6  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  year,  4 
ditto  of  2  yrs.  2  ditto  of  1  yr.  6  sheep, 

Ihog £129. 10 

23  morgens  land  and  valley 46 

Jan  Gerrittse :  1  poll,  2  horses,  1  ditto  of  2 
yrs.  3  cows,  1  ditto  of  2  yrs.  3  ditto  of 

1  yr.  2  sheep,  1  hog £11 

11^  raorgens  of  land  and  vaUey 23 

Jean  Aersen :  1  poll,  4  horses,  3  cows,  1  ditto 
of  2  yrs.  2  ditto  of  1  year,  1  hog 

Juffw  Potters :  1  horse,  1  ditto  of  2  yrs.  4 
cows,  1  ditto  of  2  yrs.  2  ditto  of  1  yr. 

21iogs ^44. 10 

18  morgens  of  land  and  valley 36 

Dietct  Janse  Voertman  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  3 

cows £57 

9 morgens  land  and  valley. ,., , ^       18 
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of  King's 

Maerten  Ryerse :  1  poll,  4  horses,  1  ditto  of  3 
years,  6  cows,  1  ditto  of  3  years,  3  ditto 

of  2  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yn  1  hog Xll&.lO 

314  morgens  of  land  and  valley  ...  * ... .      63 

178.10 

Catherine  Jeroiiimus  :  1  ox,  1  cow 11 

Jabeek  Gisbertse  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  3  Cows,  1 
ditto  of  3  yrs,  3  ditto  of  2  yrs.  1.  ditto 

of  lyr.  2hogs., ;....    £G^ 

S  morgens  of  land  and  valley 16 

83 

Jan  Frederickse  :  1  poll,  2  cows,  1  morgen  of 

valley 30 

Baerent  Hegberttse  :  1  poll,  1  cow,  3  ditto  of 

3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  2  years,  2  ditto  of  1 

year MO .  10 

4  raorgen  of  land  and  valley .  j -.         8 

4S.10 

Jan  Hansen  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  4  cows,  2  ditto 
of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  2  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr. 

4  hogs t £80 .  10 

10  morgens  of  land  and  valley 20 

100.10 

Pietter  Jansen  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  3  cows . , , , .    £4b 

8  morgens  of  land  and  valley 16 

61 

MichU  Hansen  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  4  cows,  3 

ditto  of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  2  yrs .£75 

30  morgens  of  land  and  valley  . . , , 40 

—. 115 

Wouter  Geisse :  1  poll 18 

Andries  Jurianse ;  2  poUs,  4  horses,  6  cows, 

3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr.  4  sheep .  £124 .  10 
28  morgens  of  land  and  valley 56 


180  10 


Jan  Gillese  :  1  poll,  1  hog i  19 
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150  ASSl-^SMKNT    llOi.LS 

Joores  Jacobse  :  3  polls,  5  horses,  1  ditto  of  1 
yr.  5  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  3 

yrs.  4  ditto  of  1  yr.  2  liogs -.    £167 

40  morgens  of  land  and  valley  .........       80 

— — —        247 


Total  amount  of  th&valuatlou  of  Vm  jini>jdictk!!i 

of  Breuckelen. , £5,204 


ASSESSMENT  ROLL  OF  THE  KEAL  AND  PERSONAL 
PROPERTY  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  MIDDELWOUT, 
MADE  UP  ON  THE  22d  AUGUST,  ANNO.  1675. 

Titus  SiriS: :  3  poUs,  3  horses,  3  ditto  of  1  yr 
7  cows,  6  ditto  of  3  yrs.  4  ditto  of  1  yr. 

&  hogs £173 

35  morgens  land  and  valley . . .  * 50 

223 

Dierck  Janseii  van  der  Vliett :    2  polls,  3 

horses,  4  cows,  2  ditto  of  2  years  1  ditto 

of  lyr...,. £9sao 

16  morgens  of  land  and  valley . .  *  i 32 

_     130.10 

Stoffel  probastij :  1  poE  1  horscj  1  ditto  of  3 
yrs.  3  cows,  1  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1 

yr.  1  hog - Ml 

16  morgens  land  and  valley 32 

93 

Gerrit  Luberse  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  6   cows,  5 

hogs 89 

20  morgens  of  land  and  valley 40 

129 

Seimen  Luberse  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  3  cows,  3 

ditto  of 'S  yrs,  2  ditto  of  3  yrs,  1  ditto  of 

1  yr.  1  hog £84.10 

13  morgens  of  land  and  valley 26 

110.10 
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i   COUNTY. 


Aucke  Jaiise  :  1  poll,  Soxeiij  4  cows,  5  sheep,    ^152 
s  of  land  and  valley 40 


Eeyn  Jansen:  2  poUs,  3  horses,  3  cows,  2 

ditto  of  1  yr.  2  hogs X92 

13  morgens  of  land  and  valley 26 

Dierck  Jansen  Hoglant :  1  poll,  3  horses,  4 
cqws,  1  ditto  of  2  years,  1  ditto  of  1  yr. 

1  hog M^ 

20  morgens  of  land  and  valley 40 

Arie  R^erse  :  1  poll,  4  horses,  1  ditto  of  3 
yrs.  5  cows,  1  ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  2 

years,  1  ditto  of  1  yr.  3  hogs £109 

20  morgens  of  land  and  valley 40 

Dierck  Jansen  :  1  poll 

Claes  Willekcs  ;  1  poll 

Jan  Harmense  :  1  poll 

Aers  Jansen  ;  1  poll,  3  horses,  3  cows  2  ditto 

of  3  yxs.  2  ditto  of  1  yr.  2  hogs £83.10 

20  morgens  of  land  and  valley ,       40 


Jan  Barense  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  3  cows , 

Hans  ChristofFel :  1  poll,  2  horses,  3  cows,  1 

hog 

Hendrick  Willemse :  1  poll,  2  horses,  3  cows, 

2  hogs X5!) 

15  morgens  of  land  and  valley, 30 

Joores  Willemse  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  2  cows,  2 

ditto  of  3  yrs  2  hogs £m 

1 5  morgens  of  land  k  valley 30 

Earteltt  Claesse  ;  1  poll,  2  horses,  1  ditto  of 
2  yrs.  2  cows,  4  ditto  of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of 

1  yr.  1  hog ^£77 

12  morgens  of  land  fc  valley ^...       -21 
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Jabecq  Hendrickse  :  1  poll,  4  lioises,  3  cows, 

3  ditto  of  2  JTS.  1  ditto  of  1  year £S0 

16  morgena  of  land  &  valley 32 

1 

Eldertt  Luberttse  t.  1  poll,  3  horses,  4  cows, 

2  hogs, , ^76 

W  morgens  of  land  &  valley 32 

1 

Louis  Jansen  :  1  poll 

Jockem  Woutters  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  6  cows, 

1  ditto  of  2  yis.  1  bog X63.10 

17  morgens  of  land  &  valley 34 

Minne  Johannes  :  3  poUs,  1  horse,  1  cow . . , 
Beyn  Aersen  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  4  cows,  2  ditto 

of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr.  1  hog 

Jan  Jansen  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  1  ditto  of  3  yrs, 

2  oxen,  5  cows,  5  ditto  of  3  yrs.  2  ditto 

of  I  yr.  3  hogs jeil3 

17  morgena  of  land  and  valley 34 

Arie  Lambertse  :  1  poU,  3  horses,  4  cows,  1 
ditto  of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  2  yrs,  i  ditto  of 

lyr.4hogs ^38.10 

24  morgens  of  land  &  valley 48 

Aunetie  de  Bruin  :  2  horses,  2  cows ....    X34 

7  morgens  of  land 14 

Pietter  Loott :  1  poll,  2horses,6cows,4ditto 
Gf  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  2  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr. 
2  hogs  ^96 .10 

16  morgens  of  land  &  valley 33 

Leffertt  Pietterse  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  2  cows, 

1  ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  lyr ^£57. 10 

17  morgens  of  land  &  valley 34 


91.  U 

Jan  Jansen  Feyn  :  1  poE,  2  oxen,  2  cows,  3 

ditto  of  2  yrs 47.10 
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OF   king's  COUNTY.  l&J 

WiUem  Jacobse  :  2  polls,  2  horses,  1  ditto  of 
3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr.  2  oxeri,  7  cows, 

3  ditto  of  2  yis.  1  ditto  of  1  yr ^124. 10 

24  morgens  of  land  &  valley 48 

172.10 

Jan  Auckes  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  1  cow 35 

Pietter  Guilliamse  :  1  poll,  6  oxen,  5  cows, 

2  ditto  of  2  yTS.  3  hogs X87 

1 9  morgens  of  land  and  valley .........       36 

: —         123 

Willem  Guilliamse  ;  1  poll,  2  horses,  3  oxen, 

7  cows,  2  ditto  of  2  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1  yr..  XI 04. 10 
16  morgens  of  land  &  valley 32 


Lambert  Jansen  :  1  poll 18 

Jan  Streicker :  3  poUs,  3  horses,  1  ditto  of 

1  yr.  12  cows,  2  ditto  oi  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of 

2  yrs.  5  ditto  of  1  yr.  3  hogs , X178 

30  morgens  of  land  and  valley 60 

238 

Heudrick  Streicker  -.  1  poll,  2  hoi«es X42 

IS  morgens  of  land 24 

66 

Barentt  Barense  :  1  poll 18 

Arie  Hendrickse ;  1  poll,  2  horses  of  1  yr. 
1  COW;  1  ditto  of  2  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr. 

1  hog 34 

Arie  Andriese  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  1  cow 35 

Gerritt  Snedeger :   1  poll,  4   horses,   1  ox, 
6  cows,  3  ditto  of  2  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1  yr. 

5  hogs jeil7.10 

20  morgens  of  land  and  valley 40 

157.: 

Cornells  Janse  Zeuw  ;  1  poll,  3  horses,  5  cows   £19 

30  morgens  of  land  &  valley 60 

.        139 

Caterine  Hegemans  :  3  polls,  5  horses,  4  oxen, 
10  cows,  6  ditto  of  3  years,  4  ditto  of 

2  yrs.  2  ditto  of  1  yr.  4  hogs jE229 

36  morgens  of  land  &  valley. 72 
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154  ASSESSMENT    ROLLS 

Hendrick  Joorese  :  I  poll,  3  horses,  11  cows, 

3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  5  ditto  of  1  yr £IU 

17  morgens  of  land  aud  valley 34 

158 

Gisbert  Jansen  :  1  poll 18 

Cornells  Berry  :  1  poll,  4  horses,  1  ditto  of 

1  yr.  7  cows,  2  ditto  of  1  yr.  3  sheep , . ,  £108 
23  morgens  of  land  St  valley 46 

154 

Cornells  Jacobse  :  1  poll 18 

Hendrick  Corhelise  Slechtt :  1  poll,  2  cows, 

IdittoofSyrs.  1  ditto  of  1  year,  4  hogs,    £37.10 

3  morgens  of  lajid *> 

. _       43.: 

Jacob  Jansen  :  1  poll 18 

Cornells  Barense :  1  poll,  3  horses,  1  ditto  of 
1  yr.  5  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs,  2  ditto  of 

3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1  yr.  1  hog.- X104. 10 

15  morgens  of  land  and  valley 36 

140. 

Jan  Sebringh  :  2  polls,  4  horses,  1  ox,  6  cows, 

2dittoof3yrs.  2dittoof  1  yr.  4hogs„  il32 

1 9  morgens  of  land  and  valley 38 

_-_         170 

Ealttes  Barense  :  1  poll,  2  cows 28 

Claes  Barense  :  1  poll,  1  horse  of  3  yrs.  1  cow 

of  3yrs 28. 

Stoffel  Jansen  :  1  poll,  1  horse  of  3  yrs 26 


Total  amount  of  the  valuation  of  the  property 
of  Middelwout 
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OF  king's  cousty. 


ASSESSMENT  ROLL  OF  THE  REAL  AND' PERSONAL  PRO- 
PERTY OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  AMSFORTT.  IVIADE 
LP  24th  AUGUST,  1675. 

Gerrit  Rienniers :  2  polls,  4  horses,  7  cows,  2 

ditto  of  Syrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr £125.10 

23  morgens  of  land  and  vaUey 46 

• 171. la 

Harmen  Hendrickse  ;  1  poU,  3  horses,  5  cows, 

1  ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  3  yr.  1  hog.,    X86.10 

25  morgens  of  land  and  valley 50 

136.10 

Albert  Albertse :  3  polls,  3  horses,  3  ditto  of 

3  yrs.  6  cows,  3  ditto  of  2  yrs. ^£125. 10 

29  morgens  of  land  and  vaUey 58 

— 183.10 

Steuen  Coertten :  3  polls,  4  horses,  1  ox,  8 

cows,  6  dittjD  of  2  years,  3  Iioga ^£147 

>30  morgens  of  land  and  valley 60 

—        307 

Hans  Jansen ;  1  poll,  3  oxen,  4  cows,  1  ditto 

of  1  year £51.10 

17  morgens  of  land  and  vaUey 34 

•      85.10 

Pietter  Hendrickse  :  1  poll,  1  horse 30 

Swaen  Jansen :  1  poll,  3  horses,  2  cows £53 

5  morgens  of  land 10 

63 

Diercli  Jansen  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  3  cows  ....     £57 

7  morgens  of  land 14 

71 

Abraham  Joorese  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  1  ditto  of 

1  yr.  2  oxen,  14  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  2 

ditto  of  2  yrs.  5  ditto  of  1  yp, £151.10 

35  morgens  of  land  and  valley 70 

■ 231. ir 

WiUem  Jansen  van  Berckelo :  1  poU,  1  horse, 

1  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  cows 45 
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Hendrick  Pietterse ;  1  poll,  3. horses,  4  cows, 

3  ditto  of  3  yi-s.  2  ditto  of  2  yrs.  1  hog . ,    £92 
19  morgens  of  land  and  valley 38 

130 

Seimen  Jansen :    2  polls,  4  horses,  1  ox,  8 

cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3 

ditto  of  1  yr.  6  sheep,  2  hogs £158 .  10 

33  morgens  of  land  and  vaUey 64 

223.3 

Coert  Steuense :  1  poll,  4  horses,  3  oxen,  6 

cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  2  yrs, 

3  ditto  of  1  yr £134 

44  moi^ens  of  land  k  valley 88 

322 

Pieter  Monforth  :  1  poll 18 

Jan  Kiersen  ;  2  polls,  2  horses,  2  ditto  of  2 
yrs.  4  cows,  4  ditto   of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of 

1  yr.  4  sheep , £105 

31  morgens  of  land  aiid  valley 62 

16 

Willem  Gerritts  :  2  polls,  3  horses,  3  ditto  of 

3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  2  yr.  6  cows,  2  ditto  of 

4  yrs.  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  2  yrs.  3 

ditto  of  1  yr.  2  hogs £157.10 

28  morgens  of  land  and  valley 56 

— 213. 

Dierckie  Eoelelfse  :  1  horse,  3  cows,  1  ditto 

of  2  yrs.  1  hog £25.10 

4  morgens  of  land 8 

33. 

Willem  Dauittse  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  1  ditto  of 

1  yr.   4  cows,  3  ditto  of  1  yr £68 

1 2  morgens  of  land  &  valley 24 

82 

Jan  Rodeffse :  3  polls,  4  horses,  1  ox,  10 
cows,  1  ditto  of  3  yrs,  2  ditto  of  2  yrs. 

Sdittoof  1  yr.  6  sheep,  3  hogs £156.10 

53  morgens  of  land  and  valley 104 

_    260 

Albertt  Alherttse,  Jun^ :  1   poE,  1   horse,  3 

cows,  1  ditto  of  2  yrs .■  47 
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Jacob  aiid  GenittStreycker  :  3  polls,  3  horses 
5  cows,  2  ditto  of  3  yrs.  6  hogs,  and  1^ 
morgens  of  land 133 

Pietter  Cornelise  ;  Spoils,  4  horaes,  1  ditto  of 
1  yr.  6  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  4  ditto  of 

3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1  yr.  2  hogs £141 .10 

34  morgens  of  land  &  valley 48 

189.10 

Jan  Theunisse ,  1  poU  1  horse 30 

Hendriclc  Assuerus  ;  1  poll 18 

Adam  Michilse  :  1  poll 18 

'Fernandes  van   Cickel :  1  poU,  2  '  horses,   3 

cows , 57 

Luyckes  Stenense  ;  1  poll,  3  hoi«es,  4  cows  1 

dittooflyr £75. 10 

30  morgens  of  land  &  valley 40 

115.10 

Jan  Poppen  i  1  poll,  3  horses,  1  cov,- 47 

Jan  Maerttense  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  3  cows,  1 

ditto  of  2  yrs.  2  ditto  of  1  yr £63.  10 

10  morgens  of  land  &  valley 20 


Claea   Pietterse :  3   horses,   1  os,  4  cows  1 

ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  hog £55 

7  morgens  of  land 14 

WUlem  WiUemse  :  1  poll, 4  horses,  4  cows. .    £86 
11  morgens  of  land  &  valley 33 

WiUem  Huycken :  1  poll,  3  cows 

Jan  Brouwer  :  1  poll,  1  horse,  1  cow,  1  ditto 
of  1  yr ■ 

Pietter  Claessen :  3  polls,  4  horses,  1  ditto  of 
3  yr.  10  cows,  3  ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  2 

yrs'.  4  sheep,  2  hogs £158 

59  morgens  of  land  Si  valley 118 
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Gilles Hansen  :  Spoils,  2horses,2osen,3co\vs 

1  ditto  of  lyear iSS.lO 

10  morgens  of  land  &  valley 30 

103.10 

Ariaen  Pietterse  ;  1  poll,  2  horses,  2  cows . . .    X52 

S  morgens  of  laud  S  valley 16 

68 

Total  amount  of  the  whole  property  of  Ams- 

fort ^4008 .  10 


ASSESSMENT  ROLL  OF  THE  REiVL  AND  PERSONAL  PRO- 
PERTY OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW  UYTKECHT, 
MADE  UP  34tli  AUGUST,  1675. 

Jan  Hansen :  1  poll,  3  horses,  4  cows,  3  ditto 

of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr £80 .  10 

40  morgens  land  and  valley 80 

■ 160.10 

Barent  Joosten  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  1  ditto  of  3 
yrs.  7  cows,  4  ditto  of  3  yrs.  5  ditto  of  1 

yr,  3  liogs 114  10 

Anthony  Theunisse :  1  poll,  1  horse 30 

Theunes  Jansen  van  Peltt :  3  poUs,  4  horses, 

4  cows £104 

33  morgens  of  land  and  valley 64 

168 

Jacob  Bastiaense :  1  poU 18 

Crein  Jansen ;  1  poU,  3  horses,  1  ditto  of  I 

yr , £45 

s  of  land ,,...,>.,.,..       24 


Jan  Gishevttse  :  1  poll , 18 

Jean  Van  ClefE :  1  poll,  1  horse,  4  cows,  3  ditto 

of  1  yr £55 

40  morgens  of  land  and  valley  ...,,....       80 

—  135 
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Jan  Janseii  Van  Dyck :   1  poll,  2  horses,  2 

cows,  1  ditto  of  1  yr £53 .  10 

16  morgens  of  land 32 

Gisbert  Theyse  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  2  cows,  1 

ditto  of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  2  yrs Ml 

18  morgens  of  land  and  valley 36 

Hendrick  Mattheise :  1  poll,  4  horses,  3  cows, 

3  ditto  of  2  yrs.  3  ditto  of  1  yr £93 

20  morgens  of  land  and  valley 40 

Carel  Jansen  van  Dyck :  2  polls,  2  horses,  3 

cows,  3  ditto  of  2  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr. . .    £84 
2-4  morgens  of  land  and  valley 48 

Huibert  Jansen  Stock  :  1  poll 

Jan  Jansen  van  Eheyn  ;  2  polls,  1  horse  of  2 

yrs.  5  cows,  2  ditto  of  1  year £t)9 

20  morgen  of  land 40 

Pietter  Jacobse  :  1  poll,  2  cows 

Theys  Jansen :  1  poll,  2  oxen,  2  cows,  1  ditto 

of  3  yrs.  1  ditto  of  1  yr.  1  hog £46 .  10 

12  morgens  of  land 24 


70.10 


Jan  Clement ;  1  horse,  2  cows,  1  ditto  of  1 

yr 41.10 

Jan  Mnsserol :  1  poll,  2  oxen,  2  cows £40 

12  morgens  of  land 24 

64 

Anthony  Van  der  Eycke  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  2 

cows,  2  ditto  of  3  yrs.  1  hog £61 

12  morgens  of  land 24 

35 

Jan  van  Deuenter  ;  2  polls,  2  horses,  1  ditto 

of  3  yrs.  3  cows,  1  ditto  of  1  yr.  2  hogs  .  86 .  10 

Luyckes  Mayerse  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  1  cow,  4 

ditto  of  3  yrs.  2  ditto  of  2  yrs.  3  hogs. .    £67 
20  morgens  of  land 40 
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JanVerckerck  :  3  polls,  5  horses,  3  ditto  of  1 

yr.  4  cows,  10  sheep £144 

72  morgens  of  land  and  valley 144 

288 

ErUtger  Joostteii :  1  poll,  5  horses,  4  cows,  8 
ditto  of  3  yrs.  3  ditto  of  2  yrs,  3  ditto  of 
1  yr.  13  sheep,  1  hog £144.10 

73  morgeas  of  land  and  valley 144 

2S8.10 

Jan  Gerrittse  :  24  morgens  of  land 48 

Jacob  Gerrittse :  34  moi^ens  of  lajid 48 

Ackeys  Jausen  :  12  moi^ens  of  land 34 

Laurens  Jansen  :  1  poll,  2  horses,  2  cows £^2 

24  morgens  of  land 48 

100 

Hans  Hai-mense  :  1  poll,  3  horses,  5  cows,  3 

ditto  of  2  yrs,  3  ditto  of  1  yr.  5  sheep,  1 

hog X94 

24  morgens  of  land 48 

143 

ArieWiUemae  :  1  poll,  4  horses,  6  cows i96 

24  morgens  of  land  and  valley 4S 

144 

Total  amount  of  the  entire  property  of  New  Uytrecht,  £2,852 .  10 


VALUATION  OF  THE  FIVE  DUTCH  TOWNS,  IN  AUGUST, 
1676. 

Pounds,  sti,  Guild,  St. 

3,174.10.0,  valuation  of  Boswyck,  at 

1  stiver  in  the  pound  .  158.14.8  £13.4.6 
5,204.  valuation  of  Ereuckelen.  260.4.  21.13.8 
5,079.10.0, valuation  of  Middelwout'253. 19.8  21.  3.4 
4,008.10.0,valiiationof  Amsfortt...  200.  8.8  16.14. 
2,853.10.0, valuation  of  New  Uy- 
trecht        142.12.8  11.17.3 


Tot3l,20,319.         valuation  of  the  5  Towns 

==      @  1  stiv.  pei-pound.  .1015.19.     £84.13.5 
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The  valuaeon  of  all  the  five  Dutch  villages  amoisnts,  as  you 
see  above,  to  2031  pounds  St«rl'g,  reckoning  the  county  rates 
at  1  penny  in  tlie  pound,  they  amount  to  84  pounds  13  shillgs 
and  2  pence  Sterl'g,  or  in  current  pay  to' 1,015  guilders  13  shillgs; 
property  being  rated  as  follows  : 
Kach  man  @ £18.       Each  cow  @ £5. 


Each  horse  @ ^ .     12.       Each  3  year  old  @  ....     4. 

Each  3  year  old  @ . . .       8.        Each  2  year  old  @ 2.10. 

Each  3  year  old  @ ... .       5 ,        Each  yearling  @ I.JO 

Each  yearling  @  ... .       3.       Each  hog  @ 1. 

Eacli  ox  @ 6.       Each  sheep  @ 8.6 

Each  morgen  of  land  @  2  pounds  Sterling. 
The  whole  account,  errors  excepted,  most 
carefully  examined  by 

Your  affectionate  servant 

MICHEL  HAINELL 
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STATE  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK  •  1738. 

[CoundlMin;  SVII- ] 

In  Council ;  New  York  5tti  Jaii^y  1737. 
His  Honor  (Lt  Gov  Clark)  laid  before  the  Board  several 
Queries  being  Twenty  in  number  relating  to  Ibis  Province, 
which  were  sent  to  him  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  which  having 
been  read  were  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Miuuits  and  are  as 
follow  viz'. 

Queries:  relating  to  His  Majesty's  Province  of  JVew  York. 

N"  1.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  Province  under  your  Gov- 
ernment, the  nature  of  the  Country  soil  k  Climate,  tlie  Latitudes 
&  Longitudes  of  the  most  considerable  places  in  it,  or  the  neigh- 
bouring firencb  or  Spanish  settlements  1  Have  those  Latitudes 
&  Loj^itudes  been  settled  by  good  observations,  or  only  by 
common  Computations,  and  from  whence  are  the  Longitudes 
Computed  1 

2-  Whatai-e  the  Reputed  boundaries,  and  ateauy  parts  tliere- 
of  Disputed,  what  p"arta  &,  by  whom  t. 

3.  What  is  the  Constitution  of  the  Government  1 

4.  What  is  the  Trade  of  the  Province,  the  number  of  shiping, 
their  tunnage,  and  the  number  of  sea-fearing  men .  with  y= 
respective  Increase  or  Diminution  within  ten  years  past  f 

5.  What  Quantity  &  sorts  of  British  Manufactures  do  the 
Inhabitants  annually  take  from  hence  1 

6.  What  Trade  has  the  Province  under  y«  Governm'  with 
any  foreign  Plantations  or  any  part  of  Europe,  besides  Great 
Britain,  how  is  that  Trade  carried  on,  what  commoditys  do  the 
people  under  your  Government  send  to,  or  receive  from  foreign 
plantations  l 

7.  Wliat  methods  are  there  used  to  prevent  illegal  Trade,  and 
are  the  same  e 
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8.  What  is  the  Natural  produce  of  the  Country  staple-Corn- 
moditys  and  Manufactures,  and  what  vallue  thereof  in  sterUng 
money  may  you  annually  Export  1 
9.  What  mines  are  there  f 

10.  What  is  the  number  of  Inhabitants  white  and  Blacks  "> 

11.  Are  the  Inhabitants  Increased  or  decreased  within  the 
last  ten  years,  how  much  and  for  what  reasons  1 

12.  What  is  the  number  of  the  Militia  1 

13.  What  fforts  and  places  of  Defence  are  there  within  your 
Governmentj  and  in  what  Condition  1 

14.  What  number  of  Indians  have  yon  and  how  are  they 
inclined  1 

15.  What  is  the  strength  of  the  neighbouring  Indians  1 

16.  What  is  the  strength  of  your  neighbouring  Europeans 
fEtench  or  Spaniaids  1 

17.  What  effect  have  the  ffrench  or  Spanish  Settlements  on 
the  Continent  of  America  upon  liis  Majesty's  plantations,  espe- 
cially on  your  province  1 

18.  What  is  the  Revenue  arising  within  your  Government 
and  how  Is  it  appropriated  1 

19.  What  are  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  Expences  of 
youf  Government  ■? 

20.  What  are  the  Establishments  civil  &  military  within  your 
Government,  and  by  what  authority  Do  the  ofBiCers  hold  their 
places  1 

And  to  the  End  His  Honor  may  be  enabled  to  give  their 
Lordships  the  greatest  satisfaction  concerning  them  and  the 
most  certain  distinct  and  perfect  answers  thereto  that  possibly 
can  be  procured  or  made.  It  is  Ordered  that  the  two  first 
Queries  be  sent  to  Cadwallader  Golden  Esq'  His  Mfljesty's  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Land  for  this  Province  for  him  to  make  an 
answer  thereto  and  transmit  the  same  to  his  Honor. 

That  the  4'^  5'"  6'h  7"'  S'^  be  sent  to  the  CoUector  of  His 
Majesty's  Customs  and  that  he  return  an  answer  thereto. 

As  to  the  10^''  Query  that  Orders  issue  to  the  Sherriffs  of  the 
several  Countys  within  this  Province,  to  transmit  a  particular 
and  exact  account  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants,  both  Whites 
and  Blacks    in   their    respective  Countys,    Dislinguishing    in 


_.oo»^lc 


PROVIHCE   OF  NEW-YORK.  167 

Columns  for  that  purpose  to  be  made,  the  number  of  Whites, 
Males  and  Females  above  and  under  Ten,  and  the  number  of 
Blacks,  Males  and  Females  above  and  under  that  age,  so  that  a 
particular  account  may  appear  not  only  of  the  whole  number  of 
Inhabitants  in  each  respective  County,  but  also  of  the  particular 
species  or  kind  of  Inhabitants  of  both  Colours  and  sexes  above 
and  under  the  age  aforesaid  ;  and  for  their  better  guidance  and 
direction  in  the  doing  thereof,  It  is  Ordered  that  the  Clerk  do 
send  to  each  of  the  SherrifFs  respectively  a  sample  oi-Form,  in 
which  such  accounts  are  so  to  be  taken  and  made ;  and  that 
the  same  may  be  taken  with  as  much  certainty,  as  the  nature  of 
the  Thing  will  possibly  admit ;  It  is  Ordered  that  the  Sherriffs 
of  the  said  several  Coantys  be  directed  to  Issue  their  Precepts 
or  Summons's  to  the  Constables,  or  other  under  officers  of  the 
several  Towns,  Parishes,  Districts  and  Precincts,  in  each  of  their 
respective  County's,  requii'ing  them  to  transmit  to  each  of  the 
Sherriffs  respectively  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  a  partiau- 
lar  account  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  manner  as  aforesaid, 
in  each  of  their  respective  Towns  parishes  precincts  or  Dis- 
tricts. 

As  to  the  12'"  Quere — That  orders  be  sent  to  the  Collonells 
of  the  several  Regiments  of  militia  in  the  several  Countys  within 
this  province,  for  them  to  send  a  particular-  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  Men,  Horse  and  ffoot  in  each  of  their  respective  Regi- 
ments. 

As  tothe  14">  15  16th  &  17th  Queres  Ordered  that  the  same 
be  sent  to  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  affitires  for  them  to 
return  an  answer  thereto. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON   THE 

SITUATION,  SOIL,  CLIMATE 

WATER    COMMUNICATIONS. 
BOnNDAKIES    Sic. 

OF    THE 

PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


By  Cadwallawer  Colden  Esq. 
Surveyor  General 


[From  a  MS.  in  tlie  baml  writing  of  tiio  Antlior.] 
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To  the  Honourable  George  Clarke  Esq  Lieut*  Gouvei'- 
neur  of  the  Province  of  New  York  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Honour. 

In  obedience  to  your  Honour's  Order  in 
Council,  of  the  5th  of  the  last  month  referring  to  me  the  follow- 
ing Queries  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations  viz — 

No.  1.  "What  is  the  Seituation  of  the  Province  under  youp 
"  Governmeut,  The  Nature  of  the  Country,  Soil,  & 
§"<£"?  rr™e'A  "Chraate — The  Latitude  &  Longitude  of  the  most 
"  considerable  places  in  it,  or  the  neighboui'ing 
"French  or  Spanish  Settlements  f  Have  those  Latitudes  and 
"  Longitudes  been  settled  by  good  Observations ;  or  only  by 
"  common  Computations,  and  from  whence  ai-e  the  Longitudes 
computed  f 

No.  2.  "  What  are  the  reputed  Boundaries  and  are  any  parts 
"  thereof  disputed  :  what  parts  &  by  whom  ^" 

I  shall,  that  Answer  may  he  made  thereto,  mention  such  par- 
ticulars as  occur  to  me,  from  my  own  knowledge,  or  the  Credi- 
ble Information  of  others,  on  the  Sut^ject  Matter  of  their  LordP' 
Queries,  &  Class  them  in  the  same  order  observ'd  in  the  Queries. 
The  Seituation  of  t!ie  Province  of  New  York  is  to  the  Eastr 
ward  of  the  Pixivinces  of  New  Jersey  &  Pensylvania 
RoviiioB  of  New  &  of  the  Indian  Countries  lying  to  the  Northward 
&.  Westward  of  Pensylvania ;  To  the  Southward  of 
Canada  and  the  Indian  Countries  claimed  by  the  French,  &  To 
the  Westward  of  the  Colonies  of  Massathusetts  Bay  &  Connecti- 
cut. 

The  nature  of  the  Cotmtry  is  more  uneven,  liilly,  stony,  & 

rocky,  than  that  of  the  Provinces  to  the  Southward 

c™"iTy  in'reVoi  "^  ''■     ^^^  somo  parts  it  is  mountainous.     At  about 

igitsBurfai^e.        ^Q  ^^,j^^  ^^_^^  j.j^^  ^.^^^  ^^  ^^^^  y^^j^  Northward,  a 

MouoHiins.  chain  of  Mountains  of  about  10  miles  in  Breadth, 

commoly  called  the  Highlands,  cross  Hudson's  Eiver  running 
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many  miles  from  the  Northeast  South  west  ward.  About  90  mileg 
Northward  from  New  York  iinother  body  of  Mountains  rise  on 
the  west  side  of  Hudson's  River,  at  abeut  10  miles  from  the 
TUver,  &  are  commonly  called  the  Kaats  kill  Mountains  or  Blew 
Hills.  From  these  Mountains  I'l-  most  northerly 
HMfl of  DeiawMs  g[  main  Branches  of  Delaw.'irr  liivtr.  some  Branches 
of  Susriuehana  River,  and  t.c\v;nil  of  Hudson's 
River  take  their  rise. 

The  Southern  part  of  the  Country,  that  is,  from  the  sea  on 
both  sides  of  Hudson's  River  to  within  20  miles  of 
Albany,  is  generally  cover'd  with  oaks  of  several 
sorts,  intermixed  with  Wallnuts,  Chesnuts  &  aHmost  all  sorts  of 
Timber,  according  to  the  Difference  of  the  Soil  in  several  parts. 
I  have  seen  in  several  parts  of  the  Country  large  quantities  of 
the  Larix  tree  from  whence  Venice  Tui'peritine  is  made,  about 
Albany,  &  as  I  am  inform'd,  a  great  way  up  the  Eastern  Branch 
of  Hudson's  River,  the  Land  is  generally  cover'd  with  Pines  of 
sevei-al  sorts.  The  Mohawk's  Country  or  that  part  of  this  Pro- 
vince lying  on  both  sides  the  Western  Branch  of  Hudson's  River, 
is  generally  cover'd  with  Beech,  Maple  &.  Elm. 

The  settlements  extend  in  Lenth,  from  t]ie  Ocean  nortliward, 
along  Hudson's  River  and  the  eastern  branch  of  it, 
aeSis.'^ '''^  ^^''  to  about  40  miles  f-o  the  Northward  of  Albany,  & 
westward  along  the  western  Branch,  to  about  four 
score  miles  west  northwest  from  Albany,  so  that  the  settled  & 
improved  part  of  New  York  extends  about  200  miles  in  lenth. 
But  there  are  few  settlements  any  where  to  tlie  Northward  or 
"Westward  of  Albany  at  any  distance  from  the  Branches  of  Hud- 
son's River. 

In  the  MohawiiS  Country,  the  Level  of  the  Land  seems  to  be 
at  the  greatest  heigth  above  the  sea  •  for  in  that 
SSS'^'"^  part  of  the  Country,  at  about  50  miles  west  north 
momwiLB  above  ^^^^j.  f^^^  Albany,  &  12  mllfts  west  from  the  Mo- 
hawks River,  some  Branches  of  the  largest  Rivers 
in  North  America,  &  which  run  contrary  courses,  take  their  rise 
■within  2  or  3  miles  of  each  otlier,  viz  1"  a  Branch  of  Hudson's 
river,  which  falls  into  the  sea  near  New-York,  after  having  run 
about  250  miles. 
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2.  Tlie  Oneida  River  running  Nortliwai-d  fells  iiito  the  Oneida 
Lake,  which  empties  itself  into  the  Cadarackui  Lake  at  Oswego: 
from  this  Lake  the  great  River  S'  Lawrence  takes  its  rise,  which 
passing  Montreal  &  Quebec  empties  it  self  into  the  Ocean 
opposite  to  I^ewfound land.  S'^'v  aBranchof  Siisquehana. River, 
which  running  Southerly  passes  through  Pensylvania  &  Mary- 
land, and  empties  it  self  into  Cheasaspeak  Bay  in  Virginia. 
The  Province  of  New  *York  Jias,  for  the  Conveiiiency  of 
Commerce,  advantages  by  its  Scituation  beyond  any 
Riven'injvnn"  other  Colouy  in  North  America  For  Hudson's  River, 
m^comiSe'!''  running  through  the  whole  extent  of  this  Province, 
affords  the  inhabitants  an  easy  Transportation  of 
all  their  Commodities,  to  &  from  the  City  of  New  York.  '  From 
,  the  Eastern  Branch  there  is  only  land  Carriage  of 
sixteen  miles  to  tlie  Wood  Creek,  or  to  Lalie  S'. 
Sacrament,  both  of  which  fall  into  Lake  Champlain,  from 
whence  Goods  are  transported  by  water  to  Quebec.  But  the 
Chief  advantages  are  from  the  western  Branch  of  Hudson's 
River.  At  50  miles  from  Albany  the  Land  Carri^e  from  the 
Mohawks  river  to  a  lake  from  whence  the  Northern 
oBjue  iiB  vet.  -jj.j.^jjgi^  pf  Susqiiehana  takes  its  rise,  does  not 
exceed  14  miles.  Goods  may  be  carried  from  this  lake  in  Battoes 
or  flatt  bottomed  Vessels,  through  Pennsylvania,  to  Maryland  & 
Vii^nia,  the  current  of  the  river  running  every  where  easy, 
without  any  catai-act  in  all  that  large  space,  Lt  going  down  this 
River  two  large  branches  of  the  same  River  are  met,  which  come 
from  the  westward,  &  issue  from  the  long  ridge  of  mountains, 
which  stretch  along  behind  Pensylvania,  Mai'vland,  Virginia  & 
Carolina,  commonly  caU'd  the  Apalachy  Mountains.  By  either 
of  these  Branches  Goods  may  be  carried  to  the  Mountain  &  I 
am  told  that  the  passage  through  the  Mountains  to  the  Branches 
of  the  Misissipi  which  issue  from  the  West  side  of  these  Moun- 
tains, is  neither  long  nor  difficult ;  by  which  means  an  Inland 
Navigation  may  be  made  to  the  Bay  of  Mexico. 

From  the  Head  of  the  Mohawks  River  there  is  lOtewise  a  short 

land  Carriage  of  four  miles  only,  to  a  Creek  of  the 

m^^seU'^"'"  Oneida  lake,  which  empties  it  self  into  Cadarackui 

Lake  at  Oswego  :  and  the  Cadarackui  Lake,  being 
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trueiy  an  Inland  sea,  of  greater  breadth  than  can  be  seen  by  the 
eye,  communicates  with  Lake  Erie,  the  Lalce  of  the  Hurous, 
Lake  Michigan  &  the  Upper  lake,  all  of  them  Inland  seas,  By 
means  of  these  Lakes,  &  the  Rivers  which  fall  into  them,  Com- 
merce may  be  carried  fi.'om  New  York,  through  a  vast  Tract  of 
Land,  more  easily  than  from  any  other  maritime  Town  in  North 
America. 

These  advatages  I  am  sensible,  cannot  be  suficiently  under- 
stood, without  a  Map  of  North  America.  The  best  which  I  liave 
seen,  is  M'',  De  L'Isle's  Map  of  Lonistana,  publislied  in  Trench 
in  the  year.  1718.  For  this  reason  I  frequently  use  the  French 
names  of  places,  that  I  may  be  better  understood. 

There  are  gi-eat  Quantities  of  Iron  oar  in  several  parts  of 

tbe  Province,  Large  Quantities  of  Sulphur  in  the 

Mohawks  Country  Salt  Springs  in  the  Onondaga 

Country.    Lead  oav  has  lilcewise  been  found  in  several  parts  of 

the  Province,  but  no  where  as  yet  sufficient  to  pay  the  Expence 

of  working. 

The  Soil  is  less  uniforni,  as  the  Surface  is  more  unequal,  than 

in  the  more  Southern  Provinces  ;  &  consequently 

'  there  is  a  great  variety  of   soil  in  several  parts  of 

the  Province.     It  is  generally  proper  for  most  sort  of  Grain,  as 

wheat.  Eye,  Barley,  Oats,  Maiz  or  Indian  Corn  &  Buckwheat. 

The  wheat  of  this  Province  is  generally  heavier  than  that  of  the 

Provinces  more  to  the  Southward  &.  yields  a  larger  quantity  & 

better  kind  of  Flower. 

The  soil  is  likewise  more  fit  for  pasturage  nmnlng  natqrally, 
asBoou  asitisclear'dof  thewoods  into  clover  and  other  good  grass, 
&  is  almost  every  where  intermixed  with  good  meadow  grounds. 
These  in  several  parts  are  of  a  deep  rich  blackmold  &  have  when 
suiB.ciently  drain'd  produced  Hemp  to  great  advantage.  "What 
I  say  of  Hemp  is  groundedonwliat  has  been  done  in  New  Jersey, 
&  tho'  the  experiment  has  not  been  sufficiently  tried  in  this 
Province,  I  can  see  no  reason  to  doubt  of  the  like  success. 

On  many  of  the  Branches  pf  Hudson's  itiver,  &  near  Albany 
on  Hudson's  river  it  self,  there  is  a  kind  of  soil  made  by_  the 
Rivers  k  extends  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth  along  the  Rivers. 
This  being  made  by  the  soil,  which  the  Riverg  let;  fall  is  exceed- 
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ing  riehj  yields  large  crops  of  the  best  Wheat,  and  the  repeated 
overflowings  of  the  Rivers  keeps  it  always  in  strenth. 

The  Soil  of  the  Mohawks  Country  is  ia  general  much  richer 
&  stronger,  than  that  of  the  more  Southern  parts  of  the  Province 
&  exceeds  any  soil  that  I  ever  saw  in  any  part  of  America.  I 
am  told,  the  same  kind  of  soil  extends  through  the  countries  of 
the  Oneydoes,  Onondagas,  Cayi^as,  &  Senekas.  This  soil,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  produce  any  thing,  that  can  be  produced  in  a 
Climate  where  the  Winters  are  very  eold. 
The  Climate  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  confining  it  to 
the  present  cliristian  Settlements,  extends  from  the 
TT«nntu«of  u.e  ^gth  degree  and  30  miu'.  of  Latitude  to  the  43* 
degree  &  30  minutes.  It  is  much  colder  in  Winter 
than  those  parts  of  Europe,  which  ly  under  the  same  parallels 
of  Latitude,  The  Alterations  in  the  Thermometer,  ai*  very  con- 
siderable, as  great  perhaps  as  in  any  part  of  the  world  :  but  the 
changes  in  the  Barometer  are  not  so  great,  the  Mercury  seldom 
descending  so  low  as  in  Erittain.  The  ehaiiges  of  Heat  &  Cold 
pass  through  all  the  degrees  of  the  Thermometer,  I  have 
observ'd  the  Cold  so  great,  that  the  Spipit  in  Patrick's  Thermo- 
meter, which  is  fixed  to  his  portable  Barometer,  descended  the 
space  of  8^  Gradati(»;s  below  all  the  Graduations  marked  on  the 
Thermomets: :  at  the  same  time,  the  Spirit  in  my  Florentine 
Thermometer  was  included  intirely  within  the  Ball  :  But  so 
great  a  degree  of  Cold  happens  seldom.  The  Peach  &.  Quince 
trees  were  in  many  places  killed  by  it,  but  theAppIe&  Pear  trees 
are  never  hurt  by  the  Cold.  Hudson's  Biver,  so  far  as  it  is 
fresh  is  fi-oze  every  year,  so  as  to  bear  Horses  &  Carriages.  The 
Excesses  in  Heat  &  Cold  seldom  continue  a  week  together,  or 
more  than  two  or  three  days.  The  greatest  cold  is  in  January, 
&  Heat  in  July  &  August.  Since  the  Country  has  been  settled 
&  Clear'd  the  Seasons  are  become  more  moderate. 

The  spring  eomes  late,  it  is  seldom  sensible  before  April. 
This  it  is  probable,  is  occasioned  by  great  quantities  of  snow  to 
th6  northward,  which  every  where  are  cover'd  from  the  Sun  by 
thick  Forests,  &  by  melting  slowly  produces  cold  northerly 
winds.  The  spring  being  late  of  consequence  is  short,  the  suc- 
ceeding warm  weather  produces  a  quick  growth  so  that  the 
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face  of  the  country,  in  a  short  time,  becomes  surprisingly  changed 
In  the  summer  exceeding  heavy  Dews  fall  almost  every  uight. 
The  wheat  harvest  is  in  the  beginning  of  Jnly. 

The  Fall  of  the  leaf  is  the  most  pleasant  season  in  this  coun- 
try. Trom  the  beginumg  of  September  to  December  we  have 
moderate  weather  with  a  serene  sky  the  Horizon  being  seldom 
cover'd  with  clouds  in  that  time. 

d    ni 
fulia';^!.^.^,''"  The  City  of  New  York  is  in         Latitude . .  40.42 
epiace.,  Longitude.  74.37 

Sandy  Hook,  a  Cape  in  the  Ocean  at  the  Entrance  into  the 

Bay  into  which  Hudson's  Kiver  empties  itself,  Lat, .  40,25 
Long  74.37 
Albany,  the  second  City  in  New  York  &  most  consider- 
able place  for  the  Fur  trade,  Lat..  42.48 
Long.  74.24 
Ohswego,  a  Fort  on  Cadarackuy  lake,  From  whence  the 
Fur  trade  of  Albany  is  carried  on  with  the  "Western 
Indians,  Lat..  43.35 
Long.  76.50 
Philadelphiaj  Lat..  39. 5S 

Long.  75.40 
Boston,  Lat..  42.25 

Long.  71.28 
Quebeck,  the  Capital  of  Canada  Lat..  46.45 

Long.  69.48 
Montreal,  the  second  Town  in  Canada  &.  nearest  New 

York,  Lat..  45.52 

Long.  74.10 
Crown  Point,  The  place  where  the  French  have  built  a 

Fort,  near  the  South  end  of  Lake  Champkin,  Lat.. .  44.10 

Long.   74.00 

KiS™l!litefl'^'^^  Longitude  of  all   these  places   is  computed 

westward  froni  tlie  Meridian  of  London. 
The  Latitude  &,  Longitude  of  New  York  is  from  my  own  obser- 
vations, which  I  am  satisfied  are  near  enough  the 
ii^''un"TXa  &  truth  for  common  use,  tho  not  made  with  such 
raiS*"  ^'* ^"'"'Instruments,  care  &  acuracy  as  is  necessary  where 
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the  greatest  exactness  is  requisite.  The  Longitude  is  from  the 
Immersions  &  Emersions  of  Jupiter's  first  Satellite,  and  the 
Calculations  made  from  B''  Pound's  Tables  of  that  Satellite. 

The  Latitude  &  Longitude  of  Boston  are  from  the  observa- 
tions made  at  Cambridge  Colledge  In  New  England,  &  those  of 
Qaebeck  from  the  observations  of  the  French  there.  Those  of 
the  other  places  are  computed  from  their  distance  St  seituation, 
with  respect  to  some  one  or  more  of  these  that  are  determined 
by  Observation. 

The  Province  of  New  York  is  bounded,  To  tlie  soutliward  by 
the  Atlantick  Ocean,  &  runs  from  Sandy  hook, 
tofeHPf'Nei^York.including  Long  Island  &  Staten  Island,  up  Hudson's 
River  till  the  41^^  degree  of  North  Longitude  be 
compleated,  which  is  about  20  miles  above  the  City  of  New 
York,  East  New  Jersey  lying  for  that  space  on  the  west  side  of 
Hudson's  River.  From  the  41«'  degi-ee  of  Latitude  on  Hudson's 
River,  it  runs  northwesterly  to  41  degrees  k,  40  miu  of  Latitude 
on  the  most  northerly  Branch  of  Delaware  River,  which  fells 
near  C^hiektunk,  an  Indian  Settlement  on  a  Branch  of  that 
River  call'd  the  Fish  kill.  Thence  it  runs  up  that  Branch  of 
Delaware  River  till  the  42^1  degree  of  Latitude  be  compleated  or 
to  the  Beginning  of  the  43^  degree,  Pensylvania  stretching  along 
the  west  side  of  Delaware  River,  so  far  northward  as  to  this 
parallel  of  Latitude.  From  the  Beginning  of  the  43^  degree 
New  York  runs  westerly,  on  a  Parallel  of  Latitude,  along  the 
Bounds  of  Pensylvania  to  Lake  Erie,  or  so  far  west  as  to  com- 
prehend the  Country  of  tlie  Five  Nations,  (the  French  having 
by  the  Treaty  of  Utricht  quitted  all  claim  to  these  Five  Nations) 
Then  it  runs  along  lake  Erie,  &  the  streigbts  between  Lake 
Erie  &  Cadarackuy  lake,  k  along  Cadarackuy  lake  to  the  east 
end  thereof — From  thence  it  continues  to  extend  easterly  along 
the  Bounds  of  Canada,  to  the  Colony  of  Massatbuset's  Bay. 
Then  Southerly  along  the  Boundaries  of  the  Massatbuset's  Bay, 
&  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  the  sound  between  Long 
Island  St  the  main,  &  then  easterly  along  that  Sound  to  the 
Atlantick  Ocean. 
T!ie  Boundaries  between  New  York  Province  Ss  the  Provinces 
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of  New  Jersey  k  Pensyh acia,  aie  au  well  Describ- 
aS^^^^ceS"'  ed,  in  the  Grants  to  the  Piopiietors  of  New  Jersey 
&  Pensylvania,  that  by  deteiniining  the  proper 
Parallels  of  Latitude  on  Hudson  &  Dilawaie  Eiveia,  tlie  Boun- 
daries between  them  may  at  any  time  be  fixed  with  siiffioient 
certainty.  But  as  this  has  not  hitherto  been  actually  done, 
Disputes  now  in  several  parts  subsist,  between  the  Proprietors 
of  the  lands  near  the  line,  which  is  supposed  to  run  between  New 
York  &  New  Jersey,  from  Hudson's  River  to  Delaware  River. 
And  it  is  probable  the  lUie  Disputes  will  happen,  between  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Provincea  of  New  York  &,  Pensylvania,  when 
tiie  lauds  neai'  the  line  Dividing  them  shall  be  settled, 

The  Boundaries  Betweeii  New  York  &  Connecticut  are  entire- 
ly settled,  by  agreement  between  the  two  Colonies,  &  by  Lines 
run  at  about  31  miles  from  Hudson's  River,  Sl  running  iieai'ly 
paraJlel  to  the  general  Course  of  that  Rivei. 
I  know  no  Regulations  for  Determining  the  Boundaries  between 
New  York  &  Canada.  Its  probable  each  will 
Se™iite'ouc^t™n.ciideavoiu:  to  extend  themselves  as  fai'  as  they  can. 
The  Trench  have  lately  raade  a  wide  .  step,  by 
building  a  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  which  alarm  the  English  Colo- 
nies by  its  being  a  Pass  of  great  Importance.  By  this  Pass  only 
there  is  access  to  Canada  from  the  English  Colonies,  &  from  tliis 
the  French  will  be  able,  in  War  timey  to  send  out  parties,  to 
harass  &  plunder  the  Colonies  of  Massathuset's  Bay,  New  York 
&  Connecticut.  The  building  of  this  Fort  deserves  the  more 
notice  by  reason,  it  is  not  at  half  the  Distance  from  the  settle- 
ments in  New  York,  that  it  is  from  the  nearest  settlements  in 
Canada,  If  we  are  to  Judge  of  the  Pretentions  of  the  French, 
by  the  maps  lately  published  in  France  by  Publick  Authority, 
they  not  only  claim  this  part  of  the  Country  and  the  Countries 
of  the  Five  Nations  depending  on  New  York  ;  but  likewise  a 
considerable  part  of  what  is  actually  settled  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  New  York.  The  English  maps  ai'e  such  servile  copies  of  the 
French  that  they  mark  out  the  Boundaries  between  the  English 
&  Frencli,  with  the  same  Disadvantage  to  the  English,  that  the 
French  do. 

The  Boundaries  lietween  Massathuset's  Bay  &  New  York  is 
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every  where  disputed.  By  the  Massathuset's  Bay  Charter,  that 
Colony  is  to  extend  as  fer  west  as  Connecticut.  The  Question 
is  whether  it  shall  extend,  as  far  west  as  to  Connecticut,  or 
extend  as  Su  west  as  Connecticut  does.  The  Difference  is  so 
considerable,  that  it  takes  in  near  as  great  a  quantity  of  Land, 
as  the  whole  of  what  is  not  disputed.  It  is  probable,  they  may 
at  last  malte  their  claim  good,  by  the  numerous  settlements  they 
have  alh-eady  &  are  daily  making  upon  it. 

Tour  Honours  knowledge  of  this  Country,  will  easily  discover 
ajiy  Errors  I  may  have  comrditted,  &,  will  supply  the  Defects. 
I  have  endeavoured  that  what  I  have  wrote  may  be  of  use  to 
you,  in  some  maters,  wherein  you  are  less  conversant,  &  may 
assist  your  memory  in  others.  In  hopes  that  it  may  &  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  Commands  it  is  submitted  by 

S'  Tour  most  obedient  &. 
most  humble  servant 

CADWAJ-LADEa   COLOEII. 
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MK.  CLiKKE'S    ANSWERS    TO  QUEMES    OP    BOARD  01 
TRADE   2  JUNE   1738 

3.  The  constittttion  of  the  Government  is  such  as  his  Majesty 
by  his  commission  to  his  Governor  directs,  whereby  the  (Jovet- 
nour  with  the  Council  and  Assembly  are  impowered  to  r)aE3 
laws  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England. 

13.  In  the  town  of  New  Y.otk  is  an  old  fort  of  very  little 
defence,  cannon  we  have  but'  the  carriages  are  good  for  little, 
we  have  ball  hut  no  powder,  nor  will  the  board  of  ordinance 
send  any  on  pretence  that  a  Jai-g  quantity  was  sent  in  1711  for 
the  Canada  expedition  wliich  is  37  yeai"  agoe,  miich  of  it  has  for 
many  years  been  trodden  under  foot  in  the  magazine,  the  bar- 
rells  having  been  rotten. 

There  is  a  battery  which  commands  the  mouth  of  the  harbour 
■whereon  may  be  mounted  50  cannon  this  is  new  having  been 
built  but  three  years  but  it  wants  finishing. 

At  Albany  there  is  a  new  stone  fort  built  the  same  year  with 
tlie  Battery  at  TJew  York. 

And  at  Schanectady  a  new  fort  built  at  the  same  time  and 
both  are  sufficient  for  those  places. 

In  the  Mohocks  Country  tliei-e  is  an  old  stockado'd  fort  of 
little  use  now  the  country  there  was  about  being  pretty  wel] 
settled  and  nigii  Schanectady. 

I  have  been  trying  to  prevail  with  the  Seneca's  to  let  us  build 
a  fort  at  Tierandequat  in  their  country  which  will  more  etfeetu- 
al!y  secure  the  fldehty  of  the  six  Nations  and  better  preserve 
the  fur  Trade,  and  I  hope  at  last  to  prevail. 

18.  "We  have  no  revenue  established  at  present. 

19.  The  ordinai'y  and  extraordinary  expences  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  about  .£4000  a  year. 

20.  We  have  a  Militia  in  every  county  for  the  regulating 
whereof  there  is  annually  past  an  act  of  Assembly. 

The  people  are  generally  expert  in  the  use  of  fire  arms.  All 
the  officers  are  commissioned  by  the  Governour. 

The  Mayors  and  Recorders  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
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Albany  hold  their  places  by  commissions  under  the  seal  of  the 
province  so  do  the  Sherriffs  Corroners  and  Clerks  of  the  peace. 

The  Chief  Justice  is  usually  appointed  at  home  and  by  the 
King's  warrant  to  the  Governour  he  gives  him  a  commission 
under  the  seal  of  the  province  the  second  and  third  Judges  have 
no  warrant  the  Governour  appointing  tliem  himself  under  the 
seal  of  the  province  the  Attorney  General  the  Surveyor  General 
of  the  lands  and  the  Secretary  or  A^ent  for  Indian  affairs  are 
appointed  as  the  Cliief  Justice  is  by  the  King's  wavrant  kc. 

The  Secretary  and  receiver  General  liave  their  Commission 
under  tlie  great  seal  of  England, 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  MUMBEB  OF  INHABITANTS 

■WHITE    flUD   BLACK     ABOVE  AND  UKDEa   THE  ABE   OF  TEN   lEAES   W 
THE  CITY   AND  COUSTY  OF   ALBANY. 

Whites  males  above  ten  years 3200 

Dtto  Fameles  above  ten 2995 

Dtto  males  imder  ten , 1463 

Dtto  Fameles  under  ten 138-1 

Totall  of  White 9051 

Black's  males  above  ten , 714 

Dtto  Fameles  above  ten 49ti 

Dtto  males  under  ten 223 

Dtto  Fameles  under  ten ..,.,.,  197 

Totall  of  Blacks 1630 

The  whole  No  of  White  &  Bla,clt  above;  &  under  ten  10681 
P''.  JOHN  LINDESAY,  Sh&riff 


A  LIST  OF  THE  KQMBEU  OF  INHABITANTS 

BOTH  WHITES  ANC   BLACKS    MALES   AND    FEMALES    EACH  SOKT    AliOVS 
AND  CNDER  THE  AGE  OF  TEN  YEARS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DUTCHESS. 

Whites  Males  above  Ten  years  old 940 

Whites  females  above  10  years  old 860 

Whites  males  under  10 710 

White  females  under  10 .■ 646 

Total  of  Whites 3156 

Blacks  Males  above  10 ^ 161 

Blacks  ffemales  above  10 42 

Blacks  males  under  10 37 

Blacks  ffemales  under  10 22 

Total  of  Blacks 262 

The  number  of  the  Whole  in  the  county  Except  the 

High  Lands , 3086 
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PEOVIKCE  OF    KEW   TOKK.  185 

A  LIST  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS 

BOTH  WHITES  AKD  BLACKS  MALliS  AKO  FEMALES  EACH  SORT  ABOVE 
AND  UKDEB.  THE  AGE  OF  TEN  YEAKS  IN  THE  COTJBTY  OT  ULSTER 
ANNO,  1738.  

Whites  Males  above  ten  years  old 1175 

Whites  Females  above  10  years .■ 1681 

Whites  Males  uiider  10 541 

Whites  Females  under  10 601 

Totalt  of  whites 4398 

Blacks  Males  above  10 378 

Blacks  ifemales  above  10 260 

Blacks  males  under  10 124 

Blacks  ffemales  under  10 110 

Total  of  Blacks 873 

The  number  of  the  whole  in  the  County  Except  y^    

high  Lands 5370 


A  LIST  OF   THE  TiUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS 

BOTH  WHITES  AND  BLACKS  MALES  AKD  FEMALES  OF  EACH  S( 
ABOVE  AND  tJNDEH,  THE  AGE  OF  TEN  TEARS  IN  THE  COUNTY 
ORANGE    1738. 
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186  STATE  OF  THE 

LIST  OF  INHABITANTS  IN  THE   COUNTY  OF  NEW-YOIK 
173S 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS 

BOTH  WHITES  AND  BLACKS  MALES  ANn  FEMALES  OF  EACH  SORT  AflOVE 
AND  DNOEa  THE  AGE  OF   TEN  YEAES  IN  KINGS  COElSTY,  173S. 
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PBTEE  STRYCKEE,  JUNE.  Sheriff. 


jOo»^Ic 


TROVINCE  Oi'  KEW  YORK.  187 

A  LIST  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS 

BOTH  WHITES  AND    BLACKS   MALES    AND    FEMALES  EACH    SORT   ABOVE 
AND  UKDSR  THE  AGE  OF  TEN  YEAP.S  IN   QUEENS   COCNTY  ;   VIZ 

Whites  males  above  ten-  years  oM 2407 

Whites  females  above  ten  years  old 2390 

Whit«  males  under  ieo 1395 

Whites  females  under  ten 1656 

Totall  of  whites 7388 

blacks  males  above  ten   460 

blacks  females  above  ten ■ 370 

blacks  males  under  ten 254 

blacks  females  under  ten ,- 227 

Total  of  Blacks 1311 

the  number  of  the  whole  in  the  County 8699 

ye  26*  of  June  1738      A*"  LAWRENCE,  Sheriff. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS 

BOTH   WHITES    ADD  BLACKS   MALES    AND  FEMALES   EACH   SORT  ABOVE 
AND  CNDEE  THE  AGE  OF  TEN  YEARS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

1 .  Whites  males  above  ten  yeai's  old 2297 

2.  Whites  females  ajjove  ten  years  old 2353 

3.  Whites  males  under  ten ,1175 

4.  Whites  females  under  ten ,.  , 1008 

The  totall  of  whites 6833 

5.  blacks  males  above  ten 393 

6.  blacks  males  under  ten 307 

7.  blacks  males  above  ten 203 

8.  black  females  under  ten 187 

The  Totall  of  blacks    1090 

The  number  of  the  whole  in  the  county  of  Suffolk    7923 
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188  STATE  OP  THE 

A  LIST  OF  THE  NUMBEB  OF  INHABITANTS 

BOTH  WHITE  AKD  BLACKS  MALES  AND  FEMALES  OF  EACH  SCUT,  ABOVE 
AND  TJKDER  THE  AGE  OF  TEN  VEARS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  RICHMOND 
TAKEN  IN  MAECH  1738. 

White  Males  above  10  years  old 4S8 

White  Females  above  10  years  old 497 

White  males  under  10 289 

White  Females  under  10 266 

Total  of  White 1540 

Black  Males  above  10    1^2 

Black  Feraalea  above  10 113 

Black  Males  under  10 52 

Black  Females  under  10 53 

Total'of  Black 340 

The  Number  of  the  whole  In  the  County  &c 1889 

PAUL  MICHAUX 

Sheriff 

",•  For  tie  Table  stowing  ths  total  population  of  the  Province  in  lt3S,  Efio  Doc.  Ilkl. 
qf  N.  y.,  Vol.  1,  Art.  XXIII. 


A  LIST  .OFF  ALL  THE  INHABITANTS 

E  TOWNSHIP  OFF   FLATTBUSH    BOTH   OF  WHITES    AKD  BLACKS, 
MALES     AND    FEMALES. 


Is    ■§  E 


1^ 


^         S 


Jus  pollimvs 2 

Lamert  bennet 2 

William  Boerrom 3 

Carl  boerrom 2 

Isaac  begeman 2 

John  blom 1 

"William  bennett 1 
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PROVINCE   or  KEW-YOHK. 


Garritt  Snedektsi' 1 

Hendrick  wickhor 1     . 

Cornelius  wickhof 3     . 

Nicklas  wickhof 1 

Nicklas  andrissen, 3     . 

iTohannis  Cornel 2     . 

Isack  Siiedeker 3 

Jurey  perbasko 1 

Elbei't  hegemiui, 3     , 

John  Van  wicklen, 1 

Ganit  Cosine 1 

Josepli  liegeman 3 

Jobn  lot 1 

John  Striker 3 

Larance  detmas 1 

Denija  Hegeman 1 

John  detmaa 4 

John  uanderuer 3 

Abraham  lott 3 

ioder  freeman   1 

Jus  Sadam 3 

Jacob  Sadam 3 

Daniel  Ramson 3 

Pietei'  Stry  ker  jnii'^' 1 

Corneallas  benimm 1 

William  liogaland 3 

Cattren  nanderveer 

Cornealas  Sadam . ., 3 

John  Sadam 3 

John  Vanderwort 1 

Adrayonn  Hageman 3 

Mai'tin  Simson 1 
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1i  !    lis 

1^.  ■@a    Is    g| 


Johanas  Johnson 3     . . 

Isaac  Okey 1       1 

Born  Vande  Vandan, 2     . . 

Do™  Antonadus 1     . . 

Ad"  Hegeman 2     . . 

John  Waldron 4     . . 

Co'i  Peter  Strykor    1      0 

Tryntje  [  s]olleman 0       0 

John  Renham 2      0 

Joseph  Renham 1       0 

John  Van  Eueren 1       1 

Giljan  Cornel 4     [5] 

Cartryna  fllkin 1     . . 

Marten  Adriaaiisz 1 

Rem  Martense I       1 

Adriaan  Martense 1     , . 

Phillippvis  Nage! 2     . . 

AriVanderBilt 2     .. 

Abraham  hegeman 2     . . 

Cornelius  Cornel 3      1 

Isaac  Leffertze 1       2 

Jan  Van  der  Bilt 5 

Rem  hegeman 4      1 

Peter  LeiFettz 4     . . 

Dominicus  V  D  Veer ....      2      3 

Gerrit  Van  Duyn 1       0 

John  Verkerck 1       1 

Rolef  Verkerck 1      0 

Peter  Lyster 1      2 

William  honerd 2     . . 

Josef  houerd 1       1 

Jus  Bloum 3     . . 
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PHOVIKCE   OF   NEW    YORK. 


The  names  olT  tbc  mastos  off  the 

iMi 

S    1 

1^1 

CatliinLot 

3       I 
1      .. 
H      3 
1       1 

1     .. 

2        1 

Robert  betts 

2     .. 

0       0       0       0 


141     59  144     66     39     19    44     27 


A  LIST  OFF  ALL  THE  INHABITANTS 

OFF  THE  TOWNSHIP  OFF  FLATT  LANDS 


||  |i  |5  |i  |i  t 

i°  r  ii  i"  s°  °s 


^  s  »  I  a  a  s  i 

Johannes  Lott 03  03  02  01  02  00  01  02 

Marten  Sohenck 02  00  02  01  01  00  01  00 

hendrick  wlcliot 02  00  01  00  02  00  01  00 

Jacobus  Amerman 03  00  02  00  00  00  00  00 

yanAmerman 04  00  02  00  01  00  00  00 

pieter  nevyus. 02  00  01  00  00  00  00  00 

pletei  Wickot  jii' 01  01  01  00  01  00  00  00 

ijan  Stevensen 04  00  03  00  01  00  01  00 

wijllemkovwenoven 04  01  01  03  02  00  01  00 

Steven  Schenk 02  00  03  03  01  00  00  00 

gerret  bansen 01  00  01  00  01  00  00  00 

pljetet  monfoor 02  02  02  01  00  00  00  00 

wijllem  vaji  gelden 05  00  03  00  00  00  00  00 
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STATE    OF    THE 


Comelvs  van  voorhees. ..  03  00  03  01  03  00  01  00 

marten  Selienck 02  00  02  00  02  00  00  00 

koert  van  voorhees 01  02  01  01  00  00  00  00 

Lvijcas  Stevensen 01  00  01  00  02  00  01  00 

comlvs  van  ai^sdalen 01  00  04  00  00  00  00  00 

ijan  van  voorhees 05  02  02  03  00  00  01  00 

auken  van  voorliees 04  00  03  00  00  00  00  01 

tevnys  rijennesen 02  00  01  00  00  00  00  00 

cornelys  nefevs 02  03  01  03  00  00  00  00 

ijzaack  vim  voorhees 02  01  01  02  00  00  00  00 

yan  elbersen. 02  01  01  02  01  00  01  00 

pijetei- wycoff. 04  00  03  00  01  00  00  00 

pijter  Wijcoft' 01  01  01  01  00  00  00  00 

abraham  westervelt  .....  01  00  03  00  00  00  00  00 

ijohannes  van  sijggelen  . .  01  00  02  00  00  00  00  00 

ijan  ouken 03  01  03  00  00  00  00  00 

iJan  tei-hvnen 01  00  02  00  01  01  01  02 

Wijlhelmua  Stothof 01  01  03  00  03  00  01  01 

cornelvs  Stevensen 02  01  01  00  00  00  00  00 

hai-manus  hoogelant 04  03  04  01  01  00  00  00 

roelof  van  voorhees 03  00  03  01  00  00  00  00 


81     21     70     23     24       1     11 
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A  LIST  OFF  AIL  THE  INHABITANTS 

OFF  THE   TOWNSHIP  OFF  GUyiVESEND,  flOTH   OFF  WHITES  AND  BLACKS, 


It  I*  M 

humb  off  the  msatera  off  tUo         o     "  a    *-  ^ 
houao  oc  misiieBseB.  »'-'      "  S,     s"^ 


a  I  II  I" 


S:  Gerritsen 5  ..  3  1  .. 

Beraardus  Keyder 3  ..  1  1  1 

Koeloff  Ter  liunen 3  1  5  2.. 

Richd  Stillwell 4  0  3  11 

Jacobus  Strycker 1  1  3  1  1 

Nicklas  willams '3  4  2  2 

Samuell  Hubbaxd 3  ..  2  1  1 

Garret  lambertson 2  2  3  1  .. 

Andro  Emmane 1  1  ,.  1  1 

weedaw  Emans 1  1  1  .. 

faraandiis:  U:  sicklen ....  3  . .  2  . .  . . 

Widdeu  Courten 1  . .  3  . .  ,1 

John  Boys 2  ..  3  ..  .. 

Willem  bouil 1  ..  1 

Nicklas  StilwiU 1       1  1 

Conrnelas  Strikar }      1  4  ..  1 

JohniGri^s 1  3  5  1  1 

Elizabeth  .Griggs ...  ...  1  . .  . . 

Elias  Hubbard . ..........  3      1  1  4  . . 

Garret  Dorland ,. .  1  . .  2  . .  . . 

femandus.  V  Siclden  ....  3      3  3  1  1 

Jaeobus  Eraans 5      3  3  2  .. 

barat  Jonson 4      1  3  1  . . 

Daniel  Lake '.  2      3  1  2  1 

John  Rider 3      3  4  1 

Kourten  V.  fores 2      1  2  4  I 

Peter  Willamsen 3  ..  1  4 

PhebyVanClift 111.. 

John  Van  Clift 3       3  3  4 

61  31  60  m  11 

Vol.  IV.  13 
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A  LIST  OFF  ALL  THE  INHABITANTS 


The  names  of  tto  moator  of  the      1^,0 

I"  I 

II  Dyck  ...  5 

Cornells  Van  bruiit 2 

grijete  bant 1 

rubeoha  eemans 2 

Sarels  berrij 1 

yoost  van  brunt 1 

elisabet  gewout 0 

myndert  ijansen 1 

henderick  ijaensen -.  5 

jutgert  van  brunt 3 

edwotd  dtyncwater 1 

aert  van  Pelt 2 

albert  koerte 2 

ijan  van  pelt .    2 

pijeter  kartelijou 1 

ailte  karteloijou 3 

Jaques  Denyes 1 

■William  Barkelo 3 

William  Ver  Done 2 

Thomas  Stillwell 4 

Jobnpiterse 3 

Thomas  Van  Dick 2 

Cherck  Van  Diek 3 

gerret  Van  Dyck 1 

hendrik  Suydara 2 

Rutgert  Van  Ernnt. 2 

Joseph  Ditmais 1 

maohijel  vanderver ......       1 


PI  I 


0       0       0       0 
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EROTIKCE   OF   NEW   yOBK. 


gi  -     ■§  "i 

.  Is  ^i  fi- 1  is  I 


gerrijt  van  duijn 1      I      1      1      1      0      0      0 

marija  van  nuijs 0       0       3       0       0      0       0       0 

ouken  van  nuijs 1      5      4      1      0      0      0      0 

lja«obus  van  nuijs 20100000 

Wyllem  van  nuijs 3      1      2      0      0      0      0      0 

ijan  van  dijck 1      0      0      0      0      0      0      0 


64    34     67     20     36     11     22    15 


A  LIST  OF  ALL  THE  INHABITANTS 


OFF  THE  TOWNSHIP  OFF  BROOKLAND,  BOTH  OFF  WHITES,  AND  BLACKS, 
MALES    AND   FEMALES    &C. 

1. 1.  J  !i  I.  «  '•■  i 

The  nimieB  ct  ye  imiatera  of  the      ^l-lg,     |§     1^     "si    '^       "31,     ^ 

g'-'  .■S'-'  5^  .s^    -a      s     ■s      s 

e  s  e°j    I  1  I  1 


George  Rapalje 2  13       12  0 

Isaac  Johnson 3  2      3      10  0 

Jacob  Eyerson 4  1      0      2      0  0 

HansBergen 2  2      3      0      0  0 

Jacob  Bergen 2  0      2      1       1  0 

Jeremias  Eemsen 1  0      2      4      0  1 

Gizbatt  Bogaeit 2  0       2       0       0  0 

Gizbart  Bogaert  Jnnf 2  2      12      0  0 

Cornelius  Eogard 1  1      2      1      1  1 

Nlcasius  Comvenhoven  ..301011 

Marten  Vanderhoeven.. .  4  12      10  0 


MBiGoOi^le 
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I 

s  of  je 


SS     Sg     iij 

fe^       g       ^       g^       5         g    S  § 

Gerrit  Adriaanse  .......  2       1       3,      1       1       0  0       0 

Nicholas  Vechten ,.  1       0       2      2       1       0  0       0 

Fredrick  Blaeuw 2      1      1      0      0      0  0      0 

John  Blaeuw  .  ■ 1       0       1       1       0       0  0       0 

Juryen  Blaeuw 1      0      1      1      0      0  0      0 

PeterStaets ,  4       0       3       2      0      fl  -1       0 

Adrian  Bennet 3       0       10       0       0  0       1 

Cornelius  tan  buyn, 3      '0      2      1      1      0  1      0 

Joliannes  Hoist 22300000 

John  Bennet 3       0       3       1       1       0  0       0 

Jacob  Bennet 2       0       2       0       0       0  0       0 

Thomas  Van  Dyclt, 2      0      1      1       1       0  0      0 

Samuel  Stellingwerg 10      2       12      0  0       0 

SitoOnD'Hart 20326232 

Wouter  Van  Pelt, 4       0      3      0       3       0  10 

Joseph  Hegeman....,    ...  133      200  11 

Hendrick  Van  Dyck, ....  1      1      2      0      1      0  3      1 

:E:iizabeth  "Gamer 0      1      1      1      0      0  0      0 

George  Eemsen 1       1      1      0      1      0  1      0 

EemRemsen S      0      2      I      0      1  1      0 

Isaac  Sebering 4      2      2      1      1      2  1      2 

Ael^e  Sebering 2      0      2      0      2      0  1       1 

■IsraeU  Horsfield 3      112      3      0  0      0 

John  Thompsdn >,  1       1      1      0      0      0  0      0 

Mally  Bnrwouter 03100000 

Theophila«El8worth...>.  4      14      15      3  2      1 

PetEtls  Ewetse ..,■.  1112      2      0  0      0 

John^Hhyii. ............  2      12      10      0  0      1 

eabriall  Cox -342400  10 

John'Rapalje  ; ,.       20102120 

Thomas  Browne.., 1113      0      0  0      0 

Billy  Nicbin ..... .. 1       !       1      1      0      0  0      0 
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PROVINCE  OF  SEW-YOBK. 


Is    IP     a3    Is.    ■as 


3  names  of  ye  masters    of  the       s|.'a^3g=g^|i^ 
house  or  mistreasea  io.  aS^iii^o      S^      3     So 


I    1^  I 


Paniell  Bontecoue 1      G      2      2      1       1      0      0 

AertMlddagh   1       0       I       0               1       0       0 

Bteglije  OlMfF 0       1       1       0       0       0       1       0 

Hendrick  Stryjier  ......  20131010 

Comtflius fllkin  ...' 1       1      3      0      0      0      0      0 

Aeltje  Provoost 10      3      110      0      0 

lolm  Middagh 1      1      1      1      1      0      1      Q 

Christopher  Codwise 12       2       5      2       3       0       3       0 

Cornelius  Ewetse 70120010 

JohnElvetse 22310000 

James  Harding...., 115      0      10      0      0 

JaoobDekJyn., ,.  1      0      3      I      0      0      0      Q 

Bern  Eemsen , 7      0      4      3      3      111 

EverardusBrouwer,.   ...  3222000      9 

Johannes  Johnson.. 3      0      0      0      0      0      11 

Alheitje  Johnson ,.  0      0      10      0      0      0      0 

George  Bergen 12      3      3      0      10      0 

Jacob  Hanse  Bergen 10101000 

Cornelins  Webbers 1      2      3      0      0      0      0      0 

IsaacD'Sraw 2      2      2      10      0      10 

Joost  D'Beavois 2      0      5      10      0      0      0 

Jacobus  Beavois 3      0      1      0      1      0      0      0 

JohnEUen. ............  10      0      0      0      0      0      0 

Hans  Bergen 4      16      0      10      10 

Jacobus  Vandewater......  3      1120000 

BenjaminV.B.  Water...  30300000 

SlyntjeVanderVoort....  00100000 

Lambert  Andriesen 30200000 

Jacobus  LeiTertze 3      13      0      12      10 

George  ■  Rapalje 23200110 

Barent  Bbm 3      2      4      3      1      0      0      0 

EemV.D.  Becck 2      3      110      10      0 


MBiGooi^le 
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The  namtB  of  ye  masters  oftbe        'S^'Sp.i^iS.IS,       S,  IS.  P, 

bouae  ormMrcsaoB  io                  B=9o^o<2qB=       =>  So  S 

.^"     :S^      2-^     .^"     -S"        S  ■§"  I 

g         g         g         g         I           I  I  1 

John  Borland 1       1       1       2       1       0  0  0 

Hendrick  Suydam 3      0      3      0      1      0  0  0 

Cornelius  V.  D.  hoven ...      1      0      1      0      1      0  1  1 
Cornelius  V.  D.  lioeven  Ju''.       22121000 

Peter  V.  D.  Voort 12       12       10  0  1 

Paulus  V.  D.  Voort 1       0       1       2       0       0  0  0 

John  V.  D.  Voort 5       1       5       0       0       0  0  0 

John  Van  Noortstrant 2       1'223112 

Dirck  Eapalji 1       0       1       0       1       0  0  0 

Sara  Rapalje 0       0       1       0       1       0  1  0 

Jacob  Cossanw 5      3      0      1      0      0  0  0 

Isaac  Remsen 7      1      2      2      2      0  1  0 

JaeobDurrie 33201110 

Mathys  Van  Dyck 2      2      2      2       2       1  1  1 

Abraham  Brewer 2       1       2      2       2      0  0  0 

Juryen  Brewer 1      2      2      2      0      0  0  0 

199     81  175     92    69    23  43  23 


A  LIST  OFF  ALL  THE  INHABITANTS 


si     I 

Xhensinet  of  the  masters  of  t!ie       '9^      £> 
Jiome  or  loistresa  &e  o      S 


if  I  |I  I  a  I 


Johannes  Schenek 1     00      1     00      1     00      2    00 

David  Sprongh 3       1       3     00     00     00     00     00 


MBvGoOi^le 
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es  of  the  msateia  of  tie        ^  I.      ^      gS 


g 


MarijtieSchenek 4      3     00       1       1     00 

Jannitie  Van  Ende 6 

Symon  Dorijie 3    0 

Charel  Dorijie 2 

folkert  folkertse 1 

NecMaas  folkertse 1     0 

Jacobus  Cozyn 2    ( 

Pieter  Fonck 4 

Geertniy  Wortman 2    ( 

Abraham  Coeck 1 

Joost  Dorijie 1     < 

Jacob  Pieterse 3 

Arent  Stockholum 2 

Daniel  bodet 2 

Jurijea  Nagel 2 

Hendrick  Vaade  W" ....  1 

femmetie  anders 2 

abraham  Liq^uir 4 

Tryatie-  Calijer 2 

Jacobus  Calijer 1 

Pieter  wit 3       1       4       3       1       0       1     00 

Johannis  pieter 1     00       2    00     00     00     00     00 

David  Cats 1     00       2       3     00     00     00  ,  00 

Alexander  berd 2     00       2    00       1       1       1     00 

Pieter  praa 1     00      1     00      4      3      3    00 

Derek  Wortman 2    00      100      2      1      2      1 

frans  Tijtua 3      I      1      3      3    00      3    00 

Thomas  fardon 5     00      3      2       1     00       2       3 

Jams  Bobijn 1     00       1     00       1       1       4       5 

Andris  Stockholum. . . . ; .  2      1       2       3       1     00     00     00 

Johannis  Calijer 3     00       4       1     00     00     00     00 

Jacobus  Calijer 2     00       3     00     00     00     00     00 
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STATE   OF  THE 


li  I  li  I  |i  I  l! 


Johannis  boechout  i 3  00  5  1  1  00  00  00 

tuenes  RapelUe 1  00  1  3  01  00  00  00 

Abraham  dorijie 4  2  3  2  00  00  00  00 

Leffeert  Leffertse 1  00  1  3  01  00  00  00 

Janmesrol 4  1  4  2  1  1  1  00 

Pieter  Oonsellie 2  2  5  00  00  00  00  00 

Johannls  aberse 3  00  6  1  1  00  1  00 

92  27  91  39  31  11  27  9 
Compt :  325  Ziele. 


A   LIST   OF  FREEHOLDERS 

IN   SUFI*OLK   COUNTY   27    FFEBRUAKY    1737 


James  Beebe 
■Willam  King:  Ju' 
Joshua  Curtis 
Charles  Glover 
Thomas  terry 
John  King:  Ju' 
Gideon  Youngs 
Jonatiian  Youngs 
Richard  Shaw 
Biehard  Brown 
Joseph  Browu 
Satuuel  Crook 
Samuel  Emmons 
Davi<^  Youngs 
J<!»hn  Racket 
Henry  turtle:  Jud^ 
Henry  Conklin 


David  Moore 
Walter  Brown 
Samuel  Conklin 
John  Conklin 
Joseph  Conklin 
Joseph  Conklin  Jun» 
John  Conklin  Jun' 

peter  pain 

John  Budd 

John  vaH 

Alsup  pain 

Samuel  Landon 

Sylvester  Lhummidue 

Isreal  Moore 

Sainuel  Griffing 

Ebbc)w.zer  Johnson 

Johu  Youngs 
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Thomas  Reeve 
James  Landon 
John  peck 
Jonathan  Horton 
John  Sahnon 
Thomas  Coaklia 
Joseph  Horton 
Isaac  Hubbard 
Samuel  Reeve 
Samue!  terry 
Joshua  Budd 
Benjamin  Reeve 
peter  Halliock 
John  Dickinson 
Nathaniel  Youngs 
Samuel  Case 
John  Goldsmith 
Daniel  tuttle:  Ju* 
Wilham  Salmon 
Hazekiah  Reeve 
Joshua  Horton:  Jun"^ 
Samuel  Curwin 
Sylvenus  Davis 
Benjamin  Case 
Zebulon  Hallick 
David  Reeve 
William  Reeve 
Henry  Wells 
Uriah  terry 
Thomas  Goldsmith 
Jonathan  Horton  Juu' 
■Solomon  Wells 
William  Benjamin 
Joshua  Wells;  Jun' 
Richard  terry 
Thomas  Booth 
Gideon  Wickhair 
Daniel  Osmon 


)F   NEW    YORK. 

Constant  king 
Barnebns  Winds 
John  Reeve 
David  Horton 
John  hudson 
Samuel  Clark  Jun' 
Caleb  Horton 
Dayid  Curwin 
Gersham  terry 
Daniel  Reeve 
James  Reeve 
Timothy  Hudson 
Thomas  Reeve  Jun' 
John  Howel 
Isaac  Howel 
Thomas  Clark 
Aaron  Howel 
John  Cleaves 
David  Cleaves 
Daniel  Curwin 
Ezekiel  pette 
James  terry 
Josiah  Youngs 
Daniel  Youngs 
Samuel  Wells 
Daniel  WeUs 
Nathaniel  Wells 
Richard  Howel 
Stephen  Sweasay 
Joseph  Mapes 
David  Howel 
peter  Hallick 
Richard  Swasey 
Elezer  luce:  Ju"' 
Daniel  terry 
Christipher  Youngs 
He2ekiah  howeH 
Jonah  Bower 
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Obadiah  Rogers 
Ichabod  Seayr 
Icliabud  Cooper 
Thomas  Stephens 
Henry  person 
Josjali  howel 
John  foster 
James  hearick 
Narthan  hearick 
Benjamin  hains 
Samuel  Jenings 
Thomas  lupton 
Job  Seayr 
Hugh  gilson 
Jonathan  peirle 
Stephen  herrick 
Gershem  Culver 
Jeremiah  Culver 
Samuel  Ladle 
John  Mitchel 
Josepli  Rodgers 
Henry  Holsey 
David  phitbin 
Samuel  hains 
Daniel  Moore 
Thomas  Sandford 
Ezekie!  Sandford 
Abraham  peirson 
Josiah  peirson 
Stephen  tapping 
Josiah  tapping 
Job  peirson 
Henry  wick 
James  Cooper 
John  lupton 
Thomas  Cooper  Jur 
Elisha  howel 
Ellas  pette 


STATE  OF    THE 


Elnathan  white 
John  mooreliouse 
John  norris 
Daniel  hedges 
Theopple  howel 
Thomas  holsey 
Constant  heavins 
Joseph  bowel 
Abraham  holsey 
Nathaniel  holsey 
David  burnit 
John  Seayr 
James  White 
Aaron  burnit 
John  tapping 
Benjamin  howell 
Henry  howell 
Zechariah  sandford 
Joshua  hildreth 
Elias  Cook 
Abraham  howell 
John  peirson 
Beniamin  Woodruph 
Stephen  bo"wer 
Nathaniel  Jesup 
Artter  howell 
John  Cook 
Jonathan  Cook 
Isaac  hildretli 
Timothy  mulford 
Jeremiah  mulford 
William  hedges 
Nartban  dayton 
William  osman 
Elisha  Conklin 
Mathew  mulford 
Edward  Jones 
Daniel  miller 
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Eleazer  miller 
Sdmuel  persons 
John  merrj 
Thomas  talmage 
John  talmage 
Liun  gdidner 
Samuel  hedges 
,  Ephiaim  bmnet 
Samuel  hudsou 
John  mulfoid 
Josuh  iiiiUer 
Heaij  Imdson 
Thomas  osmon 
John  huntmg 
Robert  moore 
Jonathan  wick 
Ezekiel  hubard 
James  chittester 
David  Kitcham 
Samuel  Smith 
Daniel  Keeley 
James  Keeley 
Obediali  Rogers 
David  Rogers 
Joseph  lewes 
William  Jerves 
Nathaniel  Kacham 
philip  plat 
Jolm  Rogers 
Job  smith 
Arron  Smith 
David  Carey 
William  row 
Jonathan  Jones 
Jacob  Munsel 
Piatt  Smith 
SoioTnon  Smith 
Zepliauiah  plat 


John  hockins 
Moses  Acerly 
Josiah  wicks 
John  Scidmore 
Robert  Arter 
Joshua  Arter 
Timothy  tredwell 
Obadiah  Smith 
Benjamin  Gold 
Daniel  Smith 
Richard  Smith 
Job  Smith 
Ebenezer  Smith 
Shubel  Marchant 
Timothy  Smith 
Joseph  Smith 
Edmond  Smith 
Richard  Smith 
Isaack  Mills 
Timothy  Mills 
Richard  Blidenbei^ 
James  Dickonson 
John  Dickonson 
Jonathan  Dayton 
John  Arter 
William  Green 
William  phillips 
Amos  Willis 
Richard  willis 
Richard  floyd 
Nichols  floyd 
Nathaniel  Woodhull 
William  Smith 
James  tutthil 
Dannie!  Brewster 
James  Smith 
Israel  Smith 
James  Sell 
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Joseph  roberson 
John  robberson 
Hezekiah  Dayton 
Nathaniel  Dayton 
Koah  hallock 
Thomas  Green 
William  Miller 
Eichard  Miller 
Andrew  Miller 
Robert  robinson 
Tlionias  robinson 
Moses  bumett 
Joseph  phillips 
Joseph  dauis 
Samuel  danis 
Daniel  dauis 
Beniamin  dauis 
John  tucker 
George  Norton 
John  Mosier 
Hem-y  Dayton 
Hugh  Mosier 
Tlioraas  Strong 
George  tucker 
John  row 
Nathaniel  row 
Henry  robbins 
Nathaniel  brewster 
Jolm  wood 
Samuel  D'henuar 
William  Jean 
Stephen  Jean 


Matthews  Jean 
Josep  brewster 
Nathaniel  Liscom 
Nathaniel  Sattirly 
George  Owen 
Samuel  Smith 
Arter  Smith 
John  hellock 
Beniamin  hallock 
John  tucker 
Samuel  thompson 
Jonathan  Owen 
Nathaniel  bigss 
William  helms 
Eleazer  hockins 
Aihos  Dickenson 
Henry  Smith  Esq 
Tiiomas  Chatfield 
Joshua  Youngs 
Joseph  wickham 
Nathaniel  warner 
Mathias  burnett 
Daniel  Sayr 
William  Jenings 
Natlianil  Smith 
George  phillips 
Eichard  Woodhull 
Obadiali  Smith 
Chai'les  Saxton 
John  wicks 
Dauid  Corey  Sherriff 
The  whole  amounts 
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LIST  OF  THE  FFREEHOLDERS 


Henr^  Beekman 
Lowrence,  Knickerbacker 
Nicholas  Hoffmmi 
Martinus  HoSinan 
Barent  Van  Bentliuysen 
Philip  Londea 
Hendrlck  Kip 
Niciiolas  Row 
Jury  Soefelt 
Zaeliarias  Haber 
Fredricke  Sipperly 
Johaimis  Spaller 
Jury  Teder 
WiUiam  Cole 
Hans  Heyiier 
Johannis  P ;  Snyder 
Johanuis  Backus 
Hans  felte  W&llever 
Hans  Lambert 
Joseph  Rykert 
Heodrick  ShefFer 
Peter  Oostrander 
Benjamin  Vian  Steenbe^h 
Hans  felte  Sheffer 
Willem  Freer 
Tennis  Freer 
Jury  Ackert 
Evert  Knickerbacker 
Nicholas  Bonesteel 
Jacobus  Van  Etten  June 
Basteaan  Trever 
Coenradt  Berringer 
Wendell  polver 
Peter  Van  Etten 
William  Simon 


CODNTY   VIZT. 

WiEiam  Scott 

Michaell  Sipperly 

David  Richart 

Jacob  Mowl 

Mathys  Earnest 

Adam  Oostrander 

Simon  Kool 

Godfreed  Hendrick 

Wendel  Yager 

Jacob  Drom 

Martinus  Shoe 

Jury  Adam  Soelelt 

Philip  foelandt 

Andries  WiderwoK 

Fran  Neker 

Christophell  Snyder 

Marten  Tiel 

Arnout  Viele 

Lowrence  Tiel 

Jacob  Cool 

Philip  More 

Jan  Van  Benthuyseu 

Zacharias  Smith 

Josias  Ross 

Gysbert  Westfall 

Andries  Hermans 

Michael  Polver 

Johannis  Weaver 

William  Van  Vreedinbnrgn 

Joliannis  lijp 

Arie  Hendriokse 

Willem  Van  Vreedinburgh  Jun' 

Isaac  Kip 

Roeloff  Kip 

Jacob  Kip 
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Abraham  Kip 
Mathys  Sleght 
Evert  Van  Wagenen 
Goese  Van  Wageneii 
Hendrickus  Heerraans 
Lowrence  Oosterhout 
Peter  Tippell 
Albartus  Shriver 
Stephen  Preliek 
Arent  Oostrander 
Philip  Feller 
Henry  Filkin 
Francis  Hagaman 
John  Gay 
Isaac  Filkin 
Jan  0  Strom 
Eoeloff  Ostrom 
Simon  Flegelaer 
Augustine  Creed 
Jacob  Hoff 
Lowrence  HoS 
Isaac  Germain 
Isaac  Germain  Jun' 
Josias  Crego 
Isaac  Tietsort 
Richard  Sackett 
Gerret  E  :  Van  Wagenen 
Isaac  Eunnells 
Isaac  EunneUs  Jun^ 
Frans  Van  Dyck 
Nehemiah  RunneUs 
Nicholas  Vau  Wagenen 
Peter  Palmer 
Nathaniell  Marshall 
Joseph  Palmer 
Jacob  Van  Campen 
John  Runnells 
Sajuuell  Palmer 


;    OF    THE 

Joshua  Palmer 
Manuell  Gonselesduck 
William  Palmer 
Peter  Lassing 
Isaac  Lassing 
William  Lassing 
Christophell  Van  Bomell 
Jacob  Van  Wagenen 
Lewis  Du  Bois 
Mathys  Du  Bois 
Marcus  Van  Bomell 
Rudolphus  Swartwoudt 
Mathewis  Van  Keuren 
Hendrick  Willsie 
Ellas  Van  Buntschot«n 
Jacobus  Van  Bomell 
Thomas  Lewis 
Henry  Vandenburgh 
John  ConckSin 
Jacob  Low 
Johannia  Van  Kleek 
Simon  Freer 
Mosis  De  Graaff 
Barnardus  Swartwoudt 
Johannia  Tappon 
Myndert  Vandenbogart 
Hendrick  Ostrom 
Barent  Van  Kleek 
Frans  La  Roy 
Lowrence  Van  KJeek 
Jacobus  van  Den  Bogart 
Frans  Filkin 
Bowdewine  La  Count 
Lowrence  Gerbrantz 
Robert  Kidney 
Peter  Viele 
John  Emons 
Magiel  fells 
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Abraham  Freer  Jua'' 

Peter  Parmatier 

Gj'bsert  Peelen 

Arie  Van  Vliet 

JoliaJinis  Van  Benthuyseii 

William  Syfer 

William  Smith  Secundus 

Alexander  Grig^a 

Jacobus  De  Yeo 

James  Auehmoty 

Samuell  Mathews 

George  Ellsworth 

Johamiis  Dollson 

Jacob  De  Witt 

David  De  Dutcher 

John  Cook 

John  Carman 

Nicholas  Koens 

Nicholas  Emigh 

Hendrick  Ow' 

Mosls  NaUthrup 

Stephen  Crego 

Peter  Shapson 

John  Gamble 

William  Humphreys 

Francis  Nellson 

Thomas  Davinport 

Isaac  Van  Amburgh 

Peter  Du  Bois  Jun' 

Cornelis  E 

Jacobiis  De  I 

John  Calkin  Jun"' 

Johannis  Van  Voorhees 

Coert  Van  Voorhees 

Johannis  Van  Voorhees  Jun* 

Hendrick  Philip 

Johannis  Middellaer 

John  Lossee 


Johannis  Wlllsie 
Johannis  Ter  Boss 
Isaac  Dollson 
Tennis  Van  Vliet 
Hendrick  Van  Tessell 
Hendrick  Ter  Boss 
Robert  Britt 
Jacobus  Ter  Boss 
Cornelis  Van  Wyck 
Francis  Britt 
Hendrick  Eosekrans 
Thomas  Langdon 
John  Baily 
Christiaan  Du  Bois 
Jacobus  Swartwout 
Theodoras  Van  Wyck 
Benjamin  Hasbrook 
Willem  Schutt 
George  Erinckerhoff 
Daniell  Boss 
Ephi'aimo  Bloome 
John  Brinckerlioff 
Cornells  Lossee 
Lowrence  Lossee 
Jonathan  Du  Bois 
Jacob  Du  Bois 
John  Montross 
Peter  MuEford 
John  flewellen 
William  Drake 
Joshua  Griffen 
William  Ver  Plaack 
Samuell  Hallstead 
Daniel] .  Yeomans 
John  Rosekrans 
Cornelis  Wlllsie 
Maes  Oostrander 
Abraham  Swartwoudt 
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Isaac  Brinckerhoff 
Baltus  J  Van  Ideek 
Baltus  B  Van  kleek 
Simoa  La  Roy 
Abaswarus  Van  kleek 
Teunis  Van  Buntskoten 
Gideon  Ver  Veelen 

Dutchess  ss  August  28:  1740 

The  Aforegoing  is  a  True  List  of  the  ffreeholders  of  said 
County  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

JA.  WILSON  Sheriff 


Peter  Cutwater 
Jacob  Brinckeriioff 
Hendrick  Mufford 
Marten  Shenk 
Mathew  Du  Bois  Jun' 
Abraliam  De  Graeff 


A  IIST  OF  TPIE  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDERS 


BELONGING  TO  THE  REGIMENT  OF  KFOOT  MILITIA  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
OKANGE  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  BEW  YORK  CONSISTING  OF  EIGHT 
COMPANYS  OF  FFOOT  WHEREOF  VINCENT  MATHEWS  IS  COLt". 

Vincent  Mathews  Coll  'Three  Saijents 

Soil"  Carpenter  Let'  CoU:  Three  Corporalls 

one  Drumer 

fifty  Eight  private  men — in  all 


George  Ramseu  Major 
Michael  Jacson  Adej' 
James  Tompson  Quart" 


first  Company 
Ram  Remsen  Cap* 
Cornelius  Smith  Liv* 
Eb  Smith  Ensine 
Tliree  Sarjents 
Three  Corporalls 
One  I)rumer 

Sixty  Three  private  men- 
all  73 
S  Company 
Sam"  Odel  Cap< 
Heniy  Cuyper  Liv' 
Eenjam:  Allison  Ensme 


3  Comp;my 
John  Holly  Cap' 
Mich  Duning  Liv' 
Solomon  Carpenter  Jun''  Ensine 
Three  Sargents 
Three  Corporalls 
one  Drumer 

one  Hundred  &  Eleven  private 
1      men — in  all  121 


Jacobus  Swartwoot  Cap' 
Johan*  "West  Brook  Liu* 
Johan^  West  Brook  Jun''  Ensine 
Three  Sarjents 
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Three  Corporalls  7  Company 

one  Drmner  Jacob  Vander  Bi!t  Cap' 

fifty  five  private  men — in  all  65  Andrew  Uuderdonk  Liv* 


5  Company 
Nathaniel  Dubois  Cap* 
David  Sovtherlon  Leut 
Isaac  Hennion  Ensine 
Tliree  Shargents 
Three  Corporalls 
one  Drumer 

Sixty  three  private  men— 
73 


Aron  Smith  Engine 
Three  Salients 
Three  Corporalls 
one  Drumer 

fifty  private  men — In  aU  60    = 
Troop  of  Hors 
Henry  Yonngs  Cap* 
1  W""  Mapes  LiV 
Michael  Jacson  Cornt 
Two  Shargents 
Two  Corporalls 
One  Trumpeter 

fifty  two  private  men — In  all  60 
The  totaU  595 
officers  &  Soldiers 
Sub  officers      56  ffoot 


6  Company 

Abra  Hearing  Su.'  Cap* 

Garret  Blawvelt  Liv' 

John  Hearing  Ensine 

Three  Sargents 

Three  Corporalls 

one  Drumer 

Sixty  two  private  men — In  all  72 

The  above  is  a  Trew  Account  of  the  numbers  of  y^  Officers  &. 
Soldiers  boath  of  Hors  &  foot  under  my  Command  in  the  County 
of  Orange  according  the  Respective  Roles  I  have  Received  from 
each  Respective  Cap' 

This  20  Day  of  June  1738  VINf  MATHEWS 


IIST  Oi'THE  QUEEN'S  COUNTY  COMPANY 


COMMANDED   1 

Cap  Ja=o  Hicks 
Lef.  Sam'"  Seman 
In"  Jos>»«  Barns 
Sa :  John  Carle 
Sa  :  John  Sovthword 
Sa  :  Solo"""   Seman 
Sa :  Willi"  Pine 
Tho  Carman 
Tho  Spragg 
Vol.  IV, 


CAP'"    JACOB   HICKES 

Calip  Carman 

Nathf  n  VoUintine 

Ben'"'  vallintine 

Tho  Lee 

Jo's  Lee 

Ric*""  Townsend 

Sim""  Searing 

George  Gildersleeve 

John  Mott 

14 
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Sam  'VVilliams 

Ellas  Dorlon 

KoiJa  "Williams 

John  Bedte 

Sam  Bedle 

Jerei"  Bedle 

Jolm  Jonson 

Will'  Langdon 

Josep  Langdon 

Sam^"  Langdon 

Sam"  Carman 

J)er'o  Brevar 

Tho  Manering 

Bams  Cornelos 

Da'i  Pine 

Edw*''  Spragg 

Jon»'  Smith 

Sam^f  Eainer 

Ben'=-  Wood 

Benia  Wood 

Sam^e  Bertsel 

Will :  Totton 

Benia  Britsel 

Jeama  Wood 

Abraii  Sovthward 

Char's  Abraliams 

John  Abrahams 

Jespe  Totton 

Eobart  Lee 

Tho  Gildersleeve  Drummer 

John  Smith 

Mordeca  Lester 

Rich  Bedle 

Sam"''  Seman  J 

Danie'  Smith 

Tho  Seaman 

This  is  a  tru  Copy  taken 


STATE    OF    THE 

Josep  Carman 
Hen  Seman 
Jos^p  Seman 
Gar*  Smith 
Jo§ep  Pettet 
George  Eoldin 
Dan' I  Eedle 
Jea™3  Smith 
Isaac  Jarman 
Jeams  Bedle 
Joseph  Wood 
John  Carle  :  J 
Ben'^  Pine 
Ric''^  Gildersleeve 
Ben**  Bedle 
Joseph  Bedle 
Adam  Mott 
Sam"e  Carman 
Rich'''  Maniring 
John  Seman 
Jacob  Seman 
Jonas  Slower 
Rich"  Totton 
Will,  Verity 
John  SoYthword.  J 
Daniel  Hevlet 
Mathn  Totten 
Sam^e  Totten 
Robart  Marvin 
John  Smith  J, 
John  Rainer 
Jeams  Pine 
Ben'*  Smith 
Jeams  Seman 
Jeams  Mott 
Sam"«  Seman 
out  of  ye  Original  Roll  by  me 

CAPN   JACOB  HICKES 


,,Goo»^lc 


PROVINCE   OF   MEW    YORK. 


IIST  OF  THE  A'EW  YORK  COMPANIES  1738. 

A  LIST  OF  THE   BLUE  ARTILLEHY  COMPANY  UNDER    JOHH  WALDEON. 

John  Brown  Cap'  Lietenant        John  Byuank 

Peter  Low  first  ditto  Danel  Bonett 
W™  Harmersly  second  ditto        Williain  Carr 

Henry  Rew  tliird  ditto  John  Lewis 

Waiillam  Carr  Dauid  Griffis 

Williain  Hillton  Robert  Prouoost 

Vicktor  Beekers  Peter  Paatynier 

Zebadiah  Hunt  Ahasuars  Ellsnorth 

Henry  Ricke  Josepli  Lidle 

John  Tebout  John  Turmau 

William  Floyde  Richard  Baker 

John  Turner  James  Sauers 

Frances  SQuester  Samuel  Lawrance 

Andrew  Law  Jun''  Isaak  Johnson 

Eenianian  Thomas  Tliomas  Hunt 

John  Eraser  Nicholas  Carmer 

John  Golett  Jacob  Sarly 

Isrea)  Chadwick  Mathew  Woollfe 

John  Morschaliek  Robert  Bennett 

Tharnett  Basley  Edmond  Peers 

Alexander  Altar  Robert  Wood 

Jacob  Golett  Jolm  Hnnt 

Thomas  Hill  Henry  Williams 

William  Smith  Peter  Demett 

John  Pintard  John  Lush 

James  Spencer  Andrew  Mansfild 

Andrew  Bristed  Alexander  Phinix 

Phillip  Jacob  Bomper  Samuel  Bourdett 

Jeremiah  Lattouch  James  Tucker 

Thomas  Niblett  Linthorn  Ratsey 

Hasewell  van  Cure  Jacob  Phinix 

Abraham  Pells  Daniel  Bloom 

John  Walker  Robert  Ratsey 

Moses  Gamboa  Jaob  Kip 

Allbartus  Tebout  Henry  Tucknep 
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James  Hill 
John  Bell 
PMUip  Brown 
Thomas  Tateke 
Eicliai'd  Barker 
James  Skellton 
Richard  Jeffers 
William  Been 


William  Boyde 
Dauid  Good  wine 
Saninel  Payton 
Jespar  Bush 
Vincent  Bodine 
James  Fanear 
William  Bryant 


LIST  OF  THE  COMPANY  OF  MILITIA 

UNDER   THE    COMMAND   OF    GEBABD   BEEKMAN. 


first  Lieutenant  &  Second  Ditto 
Eich^  Van  Dam  &  Jacob  Miller 
bothDeo^. 
Meyer  Insign  lion  resident 


Gerard^  Comford  J 
W"  Gilbert  f 
Ger*  Harsen  I 
Danii  Gotier       5 

Jacobus  Quick 
Tlio=  Howard 
Abraham  Ten  Eyck 
Aron  Smith 
John  King 
Lewis  Nordyn 
Daniel  Meker 
James  Young 
John  Quick 
John  Van  Gylder 
John  Williams 
John  Bassett 
Jacob  Haraw 
Arie  Bogaert 
Peter  Marschalk 


John  Delamontanje 
John  Lashly  Jun' 
David  Gallation 
Lucas  Kierstead 
John  KichoEs 
Richard  Bocas 
William  Eagles 
John  Beekman 
James  Davie 
Jacob  Wessells 
John  Van  Deursen 
Jacob  De  Lamontanje 
Jacob  Slover 
David  Van  Gelder 
David  Provoost 
Barent  Coerten 
Jacob  Triraper 
Collin  Bursey 

. . ,  Swaen 
John  Tiljew 
Walter  Heyer 
Charles  Missebagh 
Jeremia  Sherdewyn 
Peter  Rusten 
39  men 
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PROVINCE   OF   NEW   YORK. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  COHIPANY 

DER  THE   COMMAND   OF   CAPT. 

Gu!"  Ver  Plank,  first  Lut"         John  Killmaster 
Tobias StoutenburghsecondLut"  James  Harding 


David  Abeel  Insignt 

Andrew  Hunter 
Henry  Carmer 
John  Dewint 


Gilbert  Eotery 
Seth  Smith 
Samuel  Barling 
John  Man 

William  Freedenburgh 
William  Seatly 
John  Freedenburgh 
Hannes  Snoek 
Lucaa  Van  Veghte 
John  Burges 
John  Roberson 
George  Ellman 
John  Tennor 
William  Snyder 
Daniel  Dyke 
William  Dyke 
Abraham  Persel 
John  Casanie 
Phillip  Shaljoth 
Jacob  Sliareman 
John  Grig 
Israel  Shadick 
William  Boose 
Daniel  Revoe 
Joseph  Annow 
Standly  Homes 
Cornelius  C 


Dirk  Amerman 
Cohan  Jurry  Mitfer 
Johan  france  Waldron 
Thomas  Wood 
wniiam  Brown 
William  Strong 
William  Hoppe 
William  Horue 
Abraham  Van  Aram 
Philiip  Soper 
Thomas  Montanjea 
Abraham  Poalin 
Petrus  Montanjea 
John  Ackersoa 
Edward  Anderson 
Richard  Green 
Isaac  Van  Gelder 
Phillip  Young 
Jones  Wright 
William  Van  Syce 
Symon  Van  Syce 
William  Moor 
Joseph  Montanjea 
James  Louwe 
John  Van  Wyke 
Theopheles  Elswort 
Mathew  Redit 
Andrew  Redit 
Fredrick  Sebrant 
John  Coxs 
Baran  Juda 
Peter  Smith 
Fredrick  Becker 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


S14 

James  Simson 
Joiin  Meserol 
Marta  Boiit 
Hendrick  Orders 
Tunes  Tebout 
Jolin  Coxs 
Isaac  Demilt 
Mattinus  Bogaart 
John  Balden 
Henry  Jenkings 
Aron  Magerson 
John  Magersoa 
Robert  Carter 
Trank  Moany 


e  Arter 
Samuel  Pell 
John  Lawrence 
John  Kingston 
Peter  Degrot 
Patrick  Smith 
Joseph  Doty 
John  Montanjea 
Esias  Smith 
Peter  Wyth 
Isaac  Eorea 
Tliomas  Wallace 
Peter  Panebaker 
Simon  Breasted — i 


CAPT.  STUYVESANT'S  COMPANY. 


'Capt 


C  Stuyvesant  Asc 
Lif  Jacobus  Kip 
Insine  Phillip  Miathome 

Sariants 
John  Horn 
Marten  Van  Evera 
Dirrick  Benson 
William  Waldron 

Christian  Hartman 
William  low 
Jacob  Tinne 
Pransis  Child 
John  Minthorne 
Chemalus  Child 
Fradricli  Webbers 
John  Harson 
Charls  Dosson 
Jacob  Horn 


Arnovt  Horn 

John  Kip 

Isack  De  Lamantanya 

Andris  Anderson 

David  De  Voor  Se' 

David  De  Voor  Jn'' 

Abraham  Aijderson 

Johnthon  Hardmon 

Arron  Buse 

William  Richson 

John  Bas  Sc 

John  Bas  Jur 

Abraham  De  Lamarten 

Mathan  Megure 

Burger  Van  Evera 

John  Sprong 

John  De  Voor 

Robert  Greage 

John  Waldron  Van  Hornshoke 
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Benjamin  Waldron 
John  Waldron 
Arron  Kortreght 
John  Benson' 
Abraham  Van  Bramen 
Isack  Mier 
John  Sickels 
Omfte  Patoo 
Abraham  Myer  Ju' 
AiTon  Myer 
John  Luis 
David  De  Voor 
Peter  Waldron 
Adovlf  Benson 
Adovlf  Myer  Ju"^ 
John  Myer  Ju' 
Sammnal  Waldron  J' 
Jolm  Waldron  Van  hogt 
Jocom  Gardener 
Jacob  Gardener 
John  Dyckman 
Lowrance  Low 
Abraham  Van  Braman 
John  Karsse 
Abraham  Karsse 
Eessolvert  Waldron 
John  VanOblenes 
Jacob  Byekmen 
Jacob  Dvckmen  Ju"^ 


i  OF   NEW  YORK,  31! 

John  Nagel  Jtf 

Harman  Van  Dewater 

Addrian  Hogland 

John  Anderson 

Chemalus  Dyckman 

Edde  Van  Evera 

Handrick  Van  Flackra 

Tunnes  Van  Flackra 

William  Dickre 

John  Dyckman 

NickluB  Dyckman 

John  Fox 

John  Wabbers 

Jacob  Van  Ourda 

Abraham  Van  Flackra 

Isack  Wabfcers 

Chornalus  Wabbers 

John  Hoppah 

Andris  Hoppah 

John  Cownoven 

Fonlkert  Somerindiek 

Isack  De  Lamter 

William  Algalt 

Fradrick  Allgalt 

John  Dnffeback 

John  Mandevele 

Jelyes  Mandevele 

Choranlus  Wabbers — 86  men 


CAPT  RICHARDS  COMPANY 

L  COMPANY    UNDER   YE   ESPECIALL   COMMAND   OF 

Paul  Richards  Esq"^  Joseph  Contey  Insigne 

Cornelius  Sandford  First  Lef     Moses  Gomer  Clarke 
Abell  Hardenbroock  3<i  Lei^ 
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Henry  Meyer 

John  Vangelaer         ( 

Abraham  Vangelder( 

Nicholas  anthony       ^ 

Cornelius  Myer 

Williani  Varnall 

James  Wpyley 

Joseph  Waldron 

John  Bealy 

Isaac  Twentyraen 

Williani  Hyer 

Burtoll  miller 
James  Best 
Andrew  Clappat 
John  Roerbeck 
Cornelius  seabrean 
Wandle  Horn 
Richard  Anlay 
8amueU  Hazard 
William  Procter 
John  Wright 
Thomas  Brown 
John  basett 
James  Budselott 
Henriques  Wessells 
Fetter  vandiek 
Richard  yandick 
Danifell  Yfciw 
John  Rynders 
John  Taylor 

3  Montanie 


STATE   OF  THE 


Potter  Pressneau 
Nathaniell  Hazard 
Alexander  Weyley 
Cornelius  Tutk 


Jacob  morris 
Hendrikes  Bulen 
John  Ellsworth 
Anthony  Lamb 
William  Guest 
Albartus  Bush 
John  Coae 
Hejuy  bedlow 
James  Brown 
John  Horse 

Joseph  Read 

Herry  King 

Lawrence  Fresst 

Arculas  Windfford 

John  Fordham 

James  Favier 

William  Stone 

Mathias  G-oneair 

Gerrett  &  andrew  Abrahams 

Ephlfriam  Braiser 

Jacob  Abraham 

Alexander  Oglesby 

John  Myer 

Isaac  Revara 

David  Van  home 

Isaac  Blanck 

Fetter  Coake 

Danie]l  Dunseum 

Curoth  Covernover 

Thomas  Picketh 

Petter  Prawboneth 

John  Steward 

Denis  Hicks 

Andrew  barhead  Senior 

Andrew  barhead  Junior 

John  Masiay 
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PKOVINCE   OP  NEW    YOE.K 


William  McDovall 

Fetter  A  Voatts 

Ellias  Mambrewtt 

Stephen  Burdet~h73  Men 

John  Flaslier 

CAPT.  BOELEN'S 

COMPANY. 

AN  EXACT  LIST  OR  MUSTEH  ROUL  OF 

THE  COMPANY    WHEREOF 

Cap'  Abrah  Boelen 

24 

Jn"  Conzyn 

Lutt  Abrah  Van  Wylt 

25 

Jno  Hatton 

Sec.  Lut.  Henry  Beekman 

26 

Phillip  Boiles 

Insigii  William  de  Peyster 

27 

Joseph  de  Vou 

Sargiants 

28 

Thomas  Wmdover 

1    Victoor  Heyer 

29 

Samuel  Berry 

3    Kasper  Burger 

30 

Henry  George 

3    3n<<  Roome 

31 

Harman  Bensin 

4    Jno  Meyer 

32 

Gerrit  Hyer 

Coarprals 

33 

Jno  Demmok 

5    Walter  Heyer 

34 

Haiman  Linch 

6     WiDiaraBeet 

35 

Jno  Van  Ho.rne 

7     Isaek  Van  Deurse 

36 

Peter  Hebon 

37 

Joshua  Slyder 

8     William  Baklwin 

38 

Jacobus  Berry 

9     3n°  Coo 

39 

Jno  Walker 

10     Jn"  Parmijter 

40 

Vincent  Montanie 

11     Edward  Hiter 

41 

Walter  Hyer 

13    Jn"  Ten  Brouk 

42 

Cornelius  Bussing 

13     Arond  Heyer 

43 

Jeptali  Smith 

14     William  Heyer 

44 

Gerret  Cozyn 

15    William  Oglesbey 

45 

Adriaen  Hogeland 

16     Oliver  Sioert 

46 

Henry  Slyk 

17    Cornelius  Van  Den  Berg 

47 

Thomas  Welsh 

18    Johannes  Aelstyn 

48 

James  Turner 

19     Samuel  Bell 

49 

William  Roome 

20     Jn"  Barlow 

50 

Peter  Roome 

31     Abrah  Aeylatyn  .Tim'' 

51 

Thomas  Lawrence 

23     Sampson  Bensin 

52 

Jno  Barker 

33    Abrah  Finsher 

53 

Daniel  Van  Deurse 

_.,   GoQi^lc 
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54  Samuel  Dunscomb 

55  Thomos  Sanders 

56  "VVOliam  "Welsh 

57  Jflo  James 

58  Eobberd  Sickles 

59  William  Lattitn 

60  Jiio  Johnson 

6 1  Jn"  Exeen 

62  George  Willis 


63  Macliiel  Coriielisse 

64  Roberd  Troop 

65  Jn"  Monjayne 

66  Jacob  Eoorae 

67  George  Van  Home 

68  Fredrik  Bloom 
Herman  Johnson 
Cornelius  Van  Hook — 74 


69 


New  York  Feb''  8 
A  LIST  OF  THE 

OF  CiPT.  COENELU9 

Cap*  Cornelus  Van  Home 

Lev*  Jacob  Walton 

2  Lev*  David  Provoost  20 

Jnsign  Henry  Rutgers 
/■  Arie  King 
J  Jacob  Kip 
J  Henry  Benson 
(  Aernout  Rome         25 

5    Samson  Benson  Sam=  Son 

James  Hyde 

Abraham  Sanders 

Samson  Benson  Thewes  Son  30 

James  Clerck 
10    Samuel  Maghee 

Alexander  Maghee 

John  Stephens 

John  Evvets  35 

Thomas  Perdou 
15    JohnWaddeH 

Lodewyck  kraan 

John  White 


A"  1737  I  8. 

COMPANY 

David  Michell 
Benjamen  Loory 
Phillip  Lewis 
John  Christian 
Samuel  Bamhart 
Marthen  Myer 
Isack  Brazier 
Abraham  Peltrou 
Johannes  Pool 
Jolm  Van  Pelt 
Charles  Sprangier 
Robbert  Provoost 
Josliua  Laplaine 
Samuell  Weever 
Jonathan  Peasley 
Peter  Vergeroa 
Edward  KiUey 
Nicolas  Murfey 
Jolm  Bogert  John  Son 
Jacobus  Quick 
Samuell  Couwenoven 
John  Robins 
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PROVIKCE  OF   SEW    ■ 


40 


Pieter  ponteiiier 
aswerus  Eizewaart 
Cap  Nathaniel  Hinson 
WyBant  van  Gelder 
Jonathan  Right 

45    James  Buiiin 
Richard  Gill 
William  Hauckshurst 
Lodewyck  Eempei 
Daniell  Bountekoe 

50    Abraham  Hyat 
Isact  Bokee 
James  Bussy 
Aai'ent  Gilbord 
John  fine 

55    George  Joung 

James  Cod  den  Jun' 
George  Marschalk 
Henry  Van  de  Water 
Daniell  Bonett 

60    Jacob  Senjoor 
Wiham  Eckson 
Hugli  Wentwort 
Phillip  Cetchim 
Gilbord  Hyatt 

65    John  Chappell 
Isack  Varian 
Nathaniell  Sackett 
Isack  Gardner 
Mozes  Tayler 

70    Thomas  FeaMs 


John  Walless 
John  Suttin 
Richard  Durham 
Cornelus  Van  Gelder 
John  Saunders 
Jeremia  Sherdevine 
Alexander  Mackdou 
Robberd  Marrell 
Thomas  Bradberry 
Peter  De  Groof 
Wiliam  Bai'tled 
Thomas  Grant 
Edward  His 
Orstin  Hix 

Walter  Achter  de  Long 
Charles  Smitli 
Thomas  Sickels  Jun'' 
Richard  Waldron 
Hendrick  Header 
Daniel]  Vaun 
Joseph  North 
John  Dunscum 
Joseph  Collett 
David  Schot 
Wiliam  Boyd 
John  Lake 
Mathew  Woodford 
Wiliam  Cerlijal 
Abraham  Bokee 

100  Caleb  Farley 

101  Daniell  Van  Vleck- 


85 


90 


95 


-105 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  COMPANY. 

OF  MALITIA   WHEREOF   IS    CAPTN.    HENRY   CUYLES. 


>  Leiv'' 


James  Searle  1'' 

Wnm  Walton  2" 

John  Vanderspegle  Ensign 

Tho'  Hall         > 

Ja=  Cveighton     \  Sergeants. 

W""  Colegrove 
Martin  Clock 
Sam'i  Sage 
Samii  Lewis 
John  Hamans 
Hutchin  Marshal 
Eenjamin  Moore 
Humphry  Jones 
Sam"  Eabington 
John  Stout 
Hendrick  Cregeer 
Martinus  Cregeer  Snn.' 
Abraham  Bargeau 
John  Smith 
Benjamin  Shoot 
Jaines  Wallbrltten 
Francis  Wessela 
Henry  Holt 
Tho»  Peirce 
James  Jarret 
Sam"  Levy 
David  Robinson 
John  Pintard 
Tlio*  Duncan 
Tobias  Ten  Eyck 
John  Hastier 
George  Burnett 
Charles  Hume 
Joris  Brincterhoif 


Jacob  Franks 
Moses  Franks 
David  Franks 
■Tho«  Willit 
Joseph  Leddel 
Joseph  Leddel  Jua' 
Stephen  Calas 
Rob'  Crook 
TJio^  Oaks 
James  Bayley 
Thos  Tyte 
Sam'i  Pell 

Gerardus  Dnyckinok 
John  M=MuUen 
Rich*!  Ray 
W°'  Shermur 
John  Swilivan 
W™  Orsban 
W-"  Gale 
Barant  Bush 
John  Wright 
Elijah  Heaviland 
George  Lamb 
Joseph  Watkins 
Charles  Sleigh 
John  Williams 
Sam"  Myers  Cohen 
Andries  Ten  Eyck 
Rich'i  Ten  Eyck 
Peter  Telyew 
Henry  Demire 
Rob'  Richardson 
Eich^  Evits 
John  Ganter 
Nicholas  Ganter 
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PROVINCE  OF   NEW    YORK. 


Thomas  Griggs 
Thomas  Griggs  3\m' 
William  Colwill 
Isaac  Shurdavine 
Rice  Williams 
Joliii  Luiidlakin 
Jacobus  Fork 
Eichard  Fork 
Elias  Burger 
Jacob  Tandergrift 
Peter  Praw  Vinsant 
John  Gasharee 
Henry  Patterson 
Peter  Galatian 


Samii  Brown 
Jolm  Dewitt 
John  Buckanover 
Francis  s  Worner 
Rineer  Burger 
Daniel  Lynsen 
David  Walker 
Thos  Picka 
Tho'  Rigby 
Rich^  Byfield 
Joseph  Scott 

Lashai'e 
Charles  Hanley — 91  Men 
97  {officers  omitted.) 


A  LIST  OF  A 

ONOER  THE  COMMANP  OF  CAST. 
YORK   THE  21  DAY 

Isaac  De  peyster  Leuff 
N  W  grant  Second  Leuff 
gaul  Du  Bous  Insine 
Jacobes  Stoutenburgh  Clarck 

harme  Bussingh 
Benjamen  Quaekenbos 
Christeaen  Stuiver 
John  Blanek  Ser"" 
Jojiu  Montlianye  Drummer 

1  John  Eenwets 

2  franses  Barrea 

3  Richard  hopper 

4  Isaac  Stoutenburgh 

5  Jolin  VredenbOTgh 

6  odreen  Deppye 

7  Walter  De  Graau 


FOOT  COMPANY 

JOSEPH  BOBINSON  TAKEN  IN  NEW 
OF  JANUARY  1737   I  8 

8  John  oblyne 

9  Jolm  Stoutenburgh 

10  Tobias  Stoutenburgh 

11  Albartus  Van  de  Water 

1 2  henderyckas  Van  de  Water 

13  frerick  heyr 

14  Ricliard  Warner 

1 5  John  Bond 

16  Adward  Linter 

17  Jolm  Nicholds 

18  Adam  Van  de  Bergh 

19  Willm  Spoor 

20  Aswerus  turck 

21  Zacharejas  Ziggelse 

22  Richard  Baker 

23  Willm  Louwdeth 

24  Peter  Pruar 

25  Peter  Lott 
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STATE  OF  ' 

THE 

26 

thomas  Ellon 

58 

John  Bogert 

27 

Pieter  Losie 

59 

henry  Van  Ness 

28 

Corneles  Van  Vechten 

60 

Richard  Kip 

39 

Willm  poppelstorf 

61 

Isaac  Bnsslngh 

30 

Alexander  WiUsen 

63 

Aron  Bus  sin  gh 

31 

gerrit  Vau  gelder 

63 

Gaspares  Blanck 

33 

Evert  pels 

64 

John  van  orden 

33 

Samuel  pels 

65 

John  Davis 

34 

Mai'chtis  PefFer 

66 

Jacob  Bruar 

35 

Corneles  Cozeijn 

67 

Jo]in  Bruar 

36 

John  Whiler 

68 

Abram  Bruar 

37 

adward  kimme] 

69 

I^icolas  tomas 

38 

"Wilm  Croleus 

70 

Daniel  Burger 

39 

Peter  Corsieleus 

71 

Nicholas  Rosevelt 

40 

henderickas  oth 

73 

Adam  king 

41 

Johannes  Eemie 

73 

WiUm  flsser 

42 

Johannes  Staat 

74 

John  Post 

43 

Johannes  pieter  Kimpel 

75 

Peter  Carbie 

44 

gerret  de  freest 

76 

henry  Stanton 

45 

Baltus  hejr 

77 

John  monthanye 

46 

John  Cure 

78 

Jacob  Monthanye 

47 

Eobbert  Cure 

79 

Anthony  Boutser 

48 

Ducke  arrell 

80 

Baraaba  Sarnch 

49 

Jacob  Wickenbergh 

81 

Corneles  Magielse 

.50 

Wilm  Acklye 

82 

Eenjamen  Watciien 

51 

John  Acklye 

83 

amusWillckenson 

52 

Pieter  Andriesse 

84 

M'illm  Burneth 

53 

geysbert  gerrltse 

85 

John  hughsten 

H 

Samuel  oths 

86 

henry  hennejon 

55 

Wilm  perseU 

87 

Isaac  hennejon 

56 

Anthony  hem 

88 

Michall  Louwerier 

57 

John  Dubs 

89 

Everaidus  Bruar — 95  Men 

MBiGooi^le 


Of   NEW    YOEK. 


New  Yoi-k  ye  im<  Aprill  1738. 
A  LIST  OF  YU   INHABITANTS 
OF  y"  sulth  wasd  in  y^  beat  of  cap^  mathew  clarkson. 
Cap'  Mathew  Clarksoo  27     David  Cox 

Simon  Johnson  first  Leutenant   38     Isaac  Maddox 
Cornelius  Wynltoop  2"''  Leuten'  29     Jnstis  Witfeald 


John  Dyer  Ensigne 

30 

Henry  Witfeald 

JohnHeyer   ^g      , 

31 

Daniel  Effets 

John  Lesher  1 

32 

Gedion  Lynsen 

John  De  Foreest  Corp"^ 

33 

John  De  Mereor 

1     Oornelus  Brucknian 

34 

Henry  Carmoj- 

2     James  Symes 

35 

William  Lewis 

3     AdamDobbs 

36 

James  Manna 

4     Samuel  Johnson 

37 

Stheven  Smith 

5     James  Camrael 

38 

Andrew  Breasted 

6    Daniel  Masters 

39 

William  Holton 

7     John  Richard 

40 

William  Dobbs 

8     Peter  "Wessells 

41 

Anthony  Yerrenton 

9     William  Brown 

42 

Francis  Harding 

10     Abraham  Isaac 

43 

Dennes  Andersin 

11     Henry  Breasted 

44 

Nicholas  Anthony 

12    James  De  Hart 

45 

Joseph  Simson 

13     John  Dunlop 

46 

Thomas  Edwards 

14     Edwai'd  Nickolds 

47 

Henry  Biffins 

15     John  Crcgier 

48 

Jo}m  Bloom 

16     Harmanis  Schuyler 

49 

Abrahan  Van  Deursen 

17     Richard  Nauwood 

50 

Jassa  De  Foreest 

18     Francis  Bratt 

51 

Adam  Beeckman 

19     Solomon  Myers 

53 

John  Blage 

20     John  Ten  Eyck 

53 

Benjamin  Blage 

21     Thomas  Routh 

54 

Henry  Peek 

23     Jarvis  Routh 

55 

James  Mecerty 

23     Abraham  Marchalk 

56 

John  Nickolds 

24     John  De  Foreest 

57 

William  English 

25     Isaac  De  Foreest 

58 

Garret  Heyer— 65  with  of- 

26    Nicholas  De  Foreest 

ficers 

j.Gooi^le 


STATE   OF   THE 


LIST  OF  THE  COMPANY  OF  MILITIA 


FORMEKLY  COMMANUEO  BY  JOHN  MOOHE, 

David  Schuyler  l^t  Lieuteii' 

27 

Tliomas  De  Waite 

St  George  Talbot  Ensine 

28 

John  Erasier 

but  since  removed 

29 

John  Norris 

Isaac  Elanck      ?  t,           , 

30 

Robert  Griffith 

31 

W".  Gnfflth 

Tunis  Van  Wort  Corporal 

32 

Wn-  Pritch 

Private  Centinels 

33 

David  Griffith 

1 

Cornelius  Van  De  Water 

34 

John  Thompson 

2 

W™  Hitchcock 

35 

W"  Lyell 

3 

Jacob  Van  Deursen 

36 

Wm  Pearsley 

4 

Matthew  Bell  Senr 

37 

Aron  Van  Hook 

5 

Matthew  Ben  Jun' 

38 

Jolm  Meckilsa 

6 

W»  Ellsworth 

39 

Elias  Stanbury 

7 

John  Claude 

40 

David  Goodwin 

8 

John  Alwin 

41 

John  Steinobuck 

9 

Peter  Armant 

42 

Jacob  Peek 

10 

Jeremiah  Reading 

43 

David  Smith 

11 

John  Johnson 

44 

John  Peterskyder 

13 

W™  MOlerin 

45 

Yost  Palden 

13 

Cornells  Brower 

46 

Gisbert  Vytden  Eogert 

14 

Benjamin  Kilimaster 

47 

Jacob  Pitt 

15 

James  Bodin 

48 

Abraham  Pitt 

16 

Joseph  De  Lome 

49 

Peter  Lamerse 

17 

Joim  Johnson 

50 

Robert  Harris 

18 

John  Moriu 

51 

Peter  Cobusnyder 

19 

Beiijf  Appleby 

52 

Saunders  Rutson 

20 

George  Witts 

53 

Surt  Olivers 

21 

Anthony  Rutgers 

54 

Adam  King 

22 

Robert  Benson 

55 

Henry  Cavalier 

23 

Richard  Bradburne 

56 

Paulus  Speder 

23 

Henry  Beclinian 

57 

Paulus  Berger 

24 

Matthew  Allstine 

58 

Jacob  Bush 

25 

Samuel  Goodness 

59 

Peter  Plowman 

26 

Peter  Petersen 

60 

Gisbert  Van  Deursen 

MBiGooi^le 


61  Surfus  Fleerinboome 

63  George  Prior 

63  Peter  Lesser 

64  Jacob  King 

65  Samuel  Browne 

66  Gisbert  Uytden  Bogert 

67  Cornelius  Roomer  Sen' 

68  Cornelius  Roomer  Jun"^ 

69  Cornelius  Thorp 

70  John  Clarke 

71  John  French 

72  Abraham  Wheeler 

73  William  Cook 

74  Lawrence  Lamerse 

75  Elbert  Hommermau 

76  Abraham  Florentine 
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Hendriek  Anthony 
William  Gansaly 
John  Dennis 
Gisbert  Van  Vlecq 
Barent  Barhite 
William  Morgan 
Dirriek  Cook  Jum 
Peter  VAn  Norden 
John  Elnor 
William  Peick 
Abraham  Blauck 
Jacob  Bennet 
Garret  Defreest 
Thomas  Maybourn 
Roger  M'^Cornet — with  ot- 
licers  98 


LIST  OF  OFFICERS  ISSUED  FOR  NEW  YOUK 


WITH  THE  DATES  OF  THEIR  COMMISSIOKS, 


No.  Charles  Le  Rous  Esq'  Major-  - 


1738,  AugU5 


1  Abram  Vanwyck  Captain  in  the  room  of  Capt"  Le  Roux 
3  Guilian  Verplanck  Cap'  in  the  room  of  Coll  Moore  - 
3  Isaac  De  Peyster  Cap'  in  the  room  of  Coii  Robinson     - 

First  Lietitenants. 

To  Capt.  AbramEoelen  - 
to  Capt,  Gerai'd' Stivesant  - 
to  Capt.  Paul  Richards  - 


1  Henry  Beekman    - 

2  Jacob  kip  - 

3  David  Provoost 

4  William  Walton  Jun' 

5  Abel  Hardenbrook 

6  Tobias  Stoutenburgh 

7  Walter  Dubois 


1  Philip  Minthome 

2  David  Abeel 

3  John  Dyer 
Vol.  IV. 


to  Cap'  Abram  Vanwyck  - 
to  Cap'  Gerardus  Beekman 
to  Cap'  Isaac  Depeyster 

-  to  Cap'  Gulian  Verplank 
Second  Lieutenants. 

to  Cap'  Gerardus  Stivesant 

-  to  Cap'  Henry  Cuyler    - 

to  Cap'  Mathew  Clarkson  - 
15 


23 

24 
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4  William  Depeyster 

5  John  vanderspiegle 

6  Henrj'  Rutgers    - 

7  John  PiQhome 

8  John  Dewit 

9  Edward  Hicks 

10  Thomas  Duncan  - 


-  to  Cap'  Abram  Boelen  -        -    '■ 
to  Cap'  Cornel's  Vanhorne  Septf 

-  to  Cap'  Abram  Vanwyck    - 
lo  Capi  Guilian  Verplank 

-  to  Cap'  Gerardus  Beekman 
to  Cap'  Paul  Richards   - 

-  to  Capt.  Isaac  Depeyster    - 
Ensig7is. 


1  Tho^  Willet      - 

2  Barent  Rynders  - 

3  Humphry  Jones 

4  Andw  Clopper     - 
6  Barth""  Lereaux 

6  Robert  Bensen     - 

7  John  Barherie  - 

8  Abram  Cortlandt 

9  Gerardus  Beekman  Jun' 
10  John  Bensen    - 


to  Cap'  Guilian  Verplank 
to  Cap'  Henry  Cuyler 
to  Cap'  Abram  Vanwyck 
to  Cap'  Isaac  Depeyster 
to  Cap'  Cornelius  Vanhorne 
to  Cap'  Gerardus  Beekman 
to  Cap'  Paul  Richards  - 
to  Cap'  Mathw  Clarkson     - 
to  Cap*:  Abram  Boelen  - 
to  Cap'  Gerardus  Stivesant  - 


UL8TEK  COUNTY  MILITIA  1738. 

FIELD  OFFICERS. 

Oollo  A,  Gaasbeek  Chambers. 
Let  collo  Wessel  Ten  Broeck. 
Mayor  Coenradt  Elmendorp. 
Quarter  Master  Cornells  Elmendorp. 

ULSTER  SS;    A  Ust  of  the  Troopers  Under  the  Command  of 
Capt  Johannis  Ten  Broeck  2'^  Corpor'  Arie  Van  Vliet 

Lieut'  Wessel  Ten  Broeck  Jun'  4"'  Corpor'  Martie  Lamatre 
Corn'  Tho's  Gaasbeek  Chambers  5  Corpor'    Ffrederick    Schoon- 
1^'  Qr.  Mas.  Hendrickus  Krom  maker 

2"^  Qr.  M.  Johannis  De  Lamatre  6  Corpor'  Solomon  Haasbrock 
Trump''  Abraham  Constapell      Solomon  Van  Bunschoten 
l^'  Corpor'  Richard  Wells  Jacob  Haasbrock 

Snd  Corpori  Gerrit  Ehnendorph  Cornells  Depne 
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Samuel  Bovie 
Benjamin  Depue 
Egbert  Brinek 
Jan  Ffreer 
Corneljs  Ten  Broeck 
Johannis  Wynkoope  Jnn'' 
Daniel  De  Bois 
Danill  Haasbrock 
Arent  Ploegh 
Samuel  Sclioonmaker 
Tjerck  Schoonmaker 
Arie  Oosterhout 
Weasel  Broadhead 
Simon  Jacob'  Van  "Wagenen 
Simon  Van  Wagenen 
Jacob  Van  Wagenen 
Egbert  De  Witt 
David  Burhance 
Edward  Whittaker  Jun' 
Jacobus  Schoonmaker 
Thomas  Nottingham 
Abraham  Van  Wagenen 
Cornelis  De  Witt 


Cornelis  New  Kerck 
Petrus  Ten  Broeck 
Abraham  de  Lamatre 
Wilhelmits  Van  Hooghtyling  J' 
Jogheni  Schoonmaker  Jun' 
Wessel  Jacobs  Ten  Broeck 
Jan  Tuenis  Oosterhout 
Martie  Middagh 
Johannis  Dubois 
Petrus  Tappen 
Coenraedt  Elmendorph  Jun' 
Abraham  Hardenbergh 
Gysbert  Hendii  Krom 
Leonard  Hardenbergh 
Conielis  New  Kercli 
Jacob  Rutsen  Juii' 
Harma  Rosekrans 
Philip  Dumon 
Lucius  Elmendorph 
Abraham  Kiersted 
James  Scott 
William  Krom  Jun' 
tot"  60 


ULSTER  ?  Jl  list  of  the  foot  Company  of  Militia  of  the  Corpora^ 
COUNTY  J  ration  of  Kingston  Under  the  Command  of 


Cap'  John  Persen 
Lievte.  Peter  Oosterhout 
Ensign  Edward  Whittaker 
Sarja  Aarey  Newkerk 
Sarj^  Ned  Devenport 
Sarj"  Jacobus  Van  Dyck 
Corpf  Samuel  Nights 
Coi-po  Nathan  Dubois 
Corp"  Solomon  Freer 
Droraer  Andries  Van  Leven 


Christian  Myre 
William  Legg 
Jacobus  Debois  Jn' 
Samuel  Deboia 
Wilham  Whittaker 
Jacobus  Whittaker 
John  Davenport  Jn' 
Johanes  Sohram 
Corn'^  Longing  Dyck 
Abr"  Hardenbe]^ 
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Samuel  Wood 
Jacobus  Eoosa 
Coenradt  Elmendorp 


Peter  Van  Leven 
Nemiah  Debois 
Kicard  Davenport 
Andris  Hoof 
Phillip  Hoof 
Heudricus  Oosterhout 
Daniel  Whittaker 
Samuel  Davenport 
Gornelus  Persen 
William  Myre 


Anthony  Sleght 
John  Legg  Jn' 
Humphy  Devenport 
Mosas  Youman 
Erure  Decker 
John  Decker 
Tobias  Winelcoop 
Johanes  Humble 
Godfrey  Woolf  Jn' 
Predriclc  Row 
Michel  Planck 
Jurian  Tappen 
Robert  Eevep 
Totall  47 


ULSTER 

COUNTY 


)^  list  of  the  foot  Company  of  Militia  of  the  Corpora~ 
>  Hon,  Kinston  Under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Tjtck 
)      Van  Keuren. 


Cap*  Tjrck  Van  Keuren 
Lievten*  Abiiaham  Low 
Ensign  Dirck  Winekoop 
Serg'  William  Swart 
Serg'  Tobias  Van  Bueren 
Corpi  Petrus  Smedes 
Corpi  Ephxalm.  Dubois 
Corp!  MarynisVan  Aken 
Droni''  Corn^  Jansen 
Willem  Eltinge 
Peter  Van  Aken, 
Thomas  Beekniaa 
Cornells  Van  Kueren 
Cornells  Sleght 
David  De  Lametter 
Evert  Bogardus 
Nicolas  Eogatdus 
Jan  Heermans 


Tennis  Van  Steenbergh. 
Abrii  Van  Steenbergh 
Hendrikus  Slegh 
Jobannis  Dubois 
Abra  De  Lametter 
Johans  Ba  :  De  Witt 
Hiskiali  Dubois 
Evert  Winekoop  Juf 
Tobias  Van  Steenbergh 
Jan  Van  Aken 
Johannis  Chonsalisduck 
Jan  Perse  Jar 
Petrus  Low 
Isaac  Van  Wagenen 
Abr*  Van  Kueren 
Gerett  Freer 
Corn'  Perse 
Robert  Beever 
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Mooses  Jorck 
Giedeon  Van  Aken 
Trans  Hendrick 
Joseph  Clionsalisduek 
Tliimoteos  Van  Steeubergh 
Jacobus  De  loo 
Dirck  Teerpen 
Maas  Bloemendal 
Jacob  Turck 
Jacobus  Eltinge 
Jail  Lonje 
Johaniiis  Felter 


Jame  Letsiii 

Peter  Vaaderliqe 

Peti-us  Eltinge 

Corn'  De  Lametter  Ju' 

Abr"  Lome  Ju' 

Jacobus  Van  Kueren 

Willem  Krom 

Petrus  Van  Aken 

WiDiam  Deen 

Ditck  Van  Vleet  Ju' 

Benjamin  Van  Vleet 

Johannis  Van  Vleet— tot"  60. 


ULSTER  COUNTY     A  List  of  the  foot  Company  of  Militia  of 
the  Corporation  of  Kingston  under  the  Command  of 


Capt  Tjrck  Dewitt 
Left  Petrus  Bogardus 
Ins'  Igenas  Dumont 
Serj'  Jury  Snyder 
Serj'  William  Wells 
Serj'  Petrus  Viele 
Corp"  Lukas  Dewitt 
Corp"  Peter  Dumont 
Corp"  Wilhelmus  Hoghtelin 
Ciark  Jarman  Pick 
Phillip  Viele  Ju'' 
Samii  Welis 
Corn"  Viele 
Corn*  Marston 
John  Masten 
Gerritt  Viele 
Jacobus  Dumond 
Benj»  Marten 
Jolm  Maclene 
Antony  Hoffman 
Head'  Vanknren 
Tennis  Pioeeh 


Zacryas  Hoffman  Ju' 

Petrus  Edmundns  Elmendorp 

Lenard  Hardenbergh 

Jacob  Hardenbergh 

Peter  Leebonte 

Dirck  Shepmoes 

Johanes  Viele 

Gerritt  Van  Steenbergh 

Com*  Van  Kuren  Ju"-' 

Johaiiis  Miasten 

John  Waters 

Henry  Ellis 

Jacob  Mauris 

Isaac  Wheeler 

Hump''  Davenport 

Pef«r  Btirgar 

Isaac  Dubois 

Johan^  Shepmoes 

Gerrett  Davenport 

Art  Masten 

Coenra  Vanburen 

Albert  Eeein 
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Dirck  Teerpeiiing 
Jacobus  Deyoe 
Johan^  De  grave 
CoTiie  Vankuren 
Jacobus  Vanetten 
Mattys  Merkell 
Heiidrick  Vreligh 
Coeiirad  Rechtniire 
Heskia  Wiiiekoop 


Christan  Derick 
Fredrick  Kow 
Tobias  Winekoop 
William  Beli 
Arie  Delonga 
Com*  Vandenbergl 
Jolian^  Hoghteling 
Jacob  Dubois  J  u' 
Totii  61. 


ULSTER  COUNTY    A  List  of 

thi  Corporation  of 
Capt  Hendrick  H.  Sciioonmaker 
Leut:  John  Sleght 
Insjn  Lawrens  Van 
Sarj :  Edward  Wood 
Sarj :  Dirck  Van  Vleet 
Sarj;  Jaeobus  De  Lametter 
Corpo  Tennis  Swart 
Corpo  Jobanas  Snyder 
Corp"  William  Oosterhout 
Clark  Benjamin  Sleght 
John  Ploegh 
Peter  Winne 
Heskiah  Schoonmaker 
Tennis  A,  Swar 
Aarent  Ploegh 
John  Wittaker 
Abr"-  Burhans 
Cryn  Oosterhout 
Jan  Peterse  Oosterhout 
Aares  Van  Steenbergh 
Teunis  Oosterhout 
Jan  Krinse  Oosterhout 
Hendrick  Brinck 


the  foot  Ccmpany  of  Militia  of 

under  the  Command  of 
Jacob  Brinck 
Lawrens  Swart 
Abr-^  Post 
Abra  Oosterhout 
Jan  Woolf 
Johannis  Burhans 
Marta  Snyder 
Zachary  Backer 
Lawrence  Salisbury 
Johannis  Burhans  Jn' 
Pouies  Pelcn 
Bowdewine  Vanderlip 
Teunis  Van  Bunschote 
Wilhelmus  Derayer 
Jacobus  Van  Steenbergh 
Hendricus  Ploegh  Jn^ 
Hend'  Krynse  Oosterhout 
Petrns  Krynse  Oosterhout 
Hendricus  Ploegh 
Abi=-  Davenport 
Petms  Oosterhout 
Conr  Swart 
Orie™  Magriegere — tot"  46. 
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ULSTER  COUNTY.     Jl  List  of  the  foot  Company  of  Militia  of 
marhletovm  under  the  Command,  of  Capt.  Daniel  Brodhead. 

Capt  Daniel  Brodhead 
Liev'  John  Dewitt 
Ensign  John  Brodhead 
Swjeaat  Martin  Bogart 
Serjeant  Jacobus  Bush 
Serjeant  Thomas  Keator 
Corporal  Cornelius  Van  Kampeh 
Corporal  Christopher  Davis 
Corporal  Jacob  Keator 
Drummer  Seter  Vandenbergh 
Gierke  Rid  Pick 


Lambert  Brinck 
Johannes  Van  Luven 
Andreas  Van  Luven 
Prederick  Davis 
Grjsb*  Roosa 
Jan  Roosa 
Jacob  Keyser 
Valentine  Smith 
Tuenis  Klarwater 
Johannes  Bush 
James  Robinson 
Mathew  Algar 
James  Algar 
Hartman  Hine 
Alien  Vandermarke 
Jacob  Vandermarke 
Jacob  Middagh 
Jacobus  Tack 
Isaac  Tack 
Johannes  Jansen 
Dirck  Bugh 


Melgart  Ketor 
Tho^  Vandermark 
Augustinus  Ketor 
Hendrick  Roosa 
Heud''  Vandermai-ke 
Dirck  Keyser 
Samuel  Davis 
Samuel  Cock 
Eenj  a  Davis 
Alexander  Ennis 
Andrew  Kernith 
Isaac  Van  Kampe 
Samuel  Mourits 
Johan'  Thomas 
Moses  Cantien 
Nicholas  Keyser 
William  Huie 
John  Wood 
Johannes  Elting 
Anthony  Gerrits 
Corn^  Tack  Jn'' 
Henry  Jansen 
Tho^  Bush 
Fred''  Keator 
Hend''  Bush 
John  Price 
Jjambert  Bush 
Moses  Depuy 
Jolian^  Vandermarke 
Thom^  Vandermarke 
Nicholas  Vandermarke 
Arie  Ketor 
Thom=  More 
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John  Kfom 
Henry  Krom  Jii"" 
Robert  Maginnis 
Lewis  Bevier 
Johanas  Kool 
Andreas  Coiiteiinan 
Heniy  Conterman 
Adam  Hoffman 
Hendricus  Van  Steenburgli 
Abr'^  Constaple 
Sichai'd  Lonsbeny 
William  Ennis 


Attgu'  Vandemacke 
Epliaim  Chambers 
Dirck  Kejscr  Jn'' 
Jacob  Keyser  Jn'' 
Jyeob  Sleyter 
Niclioks  Sleyter 
Nicli^  Sleyter  Jn'' 
Joliannes  Depiiy 
Eied''  Schoomker 
Power  Easel 
Edward  Robason 
John  :Smith— tot"  89 


A  LIST  OF  THE  COMPANY  OF  MILITIA 

OF   THE   WALL   A    KILL  URDEH   THE  COMMAND   OF    CAPT   JOHN  BYAED 


Cap'  John  Byard 
Liev*  William  Berland 
Ensign  William  Keils 
Seij'  John  Newkerk 
Corp"  John  Miller 
Lendert  Coll 
Cornelius  Coll 
Barnat  Coll 
John  Robeson 
James  Gliapy 
Thomas  Glispy 
John  WDlkine 
William  Wilkina 
Andraw  Graliam 
George  ODoms 
Jolin  North 
John  North  Ju' 
Samnel  North 
James  Toung 
Eoberc  Young 


Mathew  Young 
John  Andraws 
James  M'^Neill 
John  M*:Neill 
Andi'aw  borland 
John  borland 
John  M^^Neili  Ju' 
James  Craford 
John  Craford 
Alexander  Milligan 
Nathaneill  Hill 
Alix^  kid 
Archabald  Hnnlfir 
James  Hunter 
John  Wharrey 
Benj'*  Hins 
John  Mo  Neill  Senior 
Mathew  Prea 
WilUam  Craford 
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James  Munall 
Gors  Monull 
John  Munall 
Williaiii  Monall 
Thomas  Neils 
Robert  Neils 
John  Neils 
Mathew  Neils 
Nathaneill  jojter 
John  Neily  Ju'' 
Joseph  butteltown 
Thomas  Colraan 
Joseph  Shaw 
pathrick  broodrick 
Wiiliam  Soutter 
John  butfield 
John  M=ve 
John  Jones 
Joseph  knap 
Isakiah  Gaill 
Celab  knep 
Robert  M<^Cord 
William  fallkne 
Ezrail  Eodgr 
Jaremiah  Eodgr 
James  Rodgr 
James  Whit 
John  Manly 
francins  walls 
Robert  Hughy 
Robert  banhanan 
James  Egar 
Thomas  MoCollom 
Sojornars  Her 
John  Haves 
M  kara  Clein 
Jury  burger 


Hugh  fienign 
Benj»  benot 
Patrick  M."  pelck 
John  Eldoris 
Patrick  Galasby 
John  Lowry 
Samuel  mith 
Jopth  Teall 
James  Craford 
Joseph  Sutter 
David  Cree 
Edward  Andrews 
Samuel  Crayford 
Endrew  Doell 
Phillip  Milsbugh 
Cronamas  Mingi^ 
Stuffel  Moll 
Hannas  Crane 
John  Yong 
Heiidrick  Newkerk 
Frederick  Sanzabus 
Cornelius  walls 
Hendrick  Crist 
Hunas  Crist 
Lowrance  Crist 
Mattys  Milsbigh 
and  nis  son 
John  Mings 
Stevanis  Crist 
Jacob  bush 
Cronamas  faltei 
Richard  Gatehouse 
John  boyls 
Richai'd  boyls 
John  Jameson 
John  M'^Donall 
James  Davis — ^tot"  114 
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ULSTER  I  A  list  of  the  foot 
COUNTY  I  the  Command 

Cap'  Cornells  Wine  Coop 
Lef  Antonie  Crispel 
lusin  Abraham  Ten  Eyck 
Serje  Hendrick  Konstaple 
Corpi  Solomon  ter  WiUege 
Corp'  Jacob  Vanwagene 
Droni'  Marynis  Chambers 
Jau  Van  Duese  Clarke 

Nicolas  Blansjan 
Lambert  Brinck 
Tnenis  Oostrandei 
Jan  Roosa 

Hendiick  Oostrandei- 
Genet  Konstapel 
Joliannia  Crispel 
Joharmis  Suylandt 
Arie  Van  Etten 
Harmanus  Oostrander 
Antonie  Crispel  Jii'' 
Johan^  Konstaple 
Andries  Van  Viiet 
Heyman  Eoosa 
Jan  A  Roosa 
Gysbert  Eoosa  Jw 
Jan  Crispel  Ju' 
Dirck  Eoosa 
Gevret  Je"  Freer 
Ned  Wieler 
Edvart  CJiammers 
Daniel  potter 


Company  of  Militia  of  hurly  under 
of  Capt.  Comelis  Wine  Coop. 
Robert  Wieler 
Wouter  Sluyter 
Evert  Sluyter 
Willein  Smit 
Gerret  Van  Wagenen 
Jolian^  Van  Wagenen 
Aert  Van  Wagenen 
Matys  Blansyan  Ju^ 
Simon  Helm 
Adam  Sjeever 
Jefta  De  Lange 
Chrisstofiel  Brosie 
Mattheus  Nieukerek 
Ben]"  Nieukerck 
Petrus  Crispel 
Jan  Ja  :  Eoosa 
Abr»  Roosa 
Nicolas  Roosa 
Benj*  Claerwater 
Jan  ter  WiUege  Ju"^ 
Jan  Van  Dense  Ju'' 
Jan  Brinck 

Johannis  Oostrander  Ju"" 
Willem  Sluyter  Ju' 
Hendrick  Ja  :  Freer 
Jan  Waters 
Albert  Ja :  Roosa 
Willem  Burhans 
Jacop  Clyn 
Jacop  Oostrander 
Tot"  fiO. 
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ULSTER  ?  ^  list  of  the  foot  Company  of  Miliiia  of  Rocester 
COUNTY  J     U7idertke  Command  of  Capt.  Cornelius  Hoomheck. 


Cap'  Cornelius  Hoornbeck 
Lieu'  phillip  Dubois 
Ensign  Cornelius  B  :  Low 
Serja  Joliannis  Hoonibeclt 
Serjii  Jolin  Wesbroeck 
Serj*  Harmanis  Roseiirans 
Corpo  Samuel  Swarthout 
Corp"  Tuenis  Middagh 
Corp"  Manuel  Gonsalis 

Arien  Van  Vliet 

John  Schoonmaker 

Benj''  van  wagenen 

John  Robeson 

John  Hillinen 

Frans  Kelder 

Jacob  Kelder 

William  Kelder 

Felter  Kelder 

Jacobus  Quiclc 

Jacobus  Depue 

Joh"  Hendreickson 

Joh»  I&om 

Hendrick  Krom 

Daniel  Schoonmaker 

Jocham  Era  i  SehoonmaJter 

Johannis  Miller 

Joaaphat  Dubois 

Jacob  Vernoy 

Tuenis  Oosterhout  Juf 

Kiyn  Oosterhout 

Nicholas  Ketor 

Petrus  Oosterhout 

Heiid^  Oosterhout 


Jonathan  Westbroeck 
Johannis  Westbroeck 
Matlieus  Terwillige 
Nicklas  Low 
Abra  Low 
Cornelius  Low 
Jacobus  Low 
Johannis  Oosterhout 
Jeremia  Van  Dermerke 
Jacob  Dewitt  Ju^ 
John  Dewitt 
Cornelius  Winekoop 
Jacobus  Terwillige 
John  Terwillige 
Benj"'  Hoornbeck 
Dirck  Hoornbeck 
Peter  Westbroeck 
Tobias  Hoornbeek 
Jaeobiis  Hoornbeck 
Lowrence  Cortreght 
Mathew  Cortreght 
Peter  Cortreght 
Hendrick  Cortreght 
Johannis  Ketor 
Isaac  Van  Aken 
Charles  Danneson 
Richard  Kittle 
Benj*  Roggers 
Wessel  Vernoy 
Coenradt  Vernoy 
Michel  Helm 
Petnis  Low 
Lawies  Bovier  Ju' 
Cornelius  Bovier 
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Samuel  Bovier  Jur 
Jacob  Bovier 
Manuel  Gonsalis  JW- 
Jacob  Middagh 
Abi*  Middagh 
Isaac  Middagh 
Johannis  Middagh 


Janies  Sirason 
Jacob  Vaadermarke 
Geradus  Van  Inwegen 
Beiij»  Coddebeck 
William  Coddebeck 
Abi*  Coddebeck 
Peter  Jemare — total!  81. 


ULSTER  I  A  lint  of  the  foot 
COUNTY  (     under  the  " 


Cap'  Zacharias  Hoifman 

Liev'  BeiijamiQ  Smedes  Ju'' 

Ensign  Zaoharias  Hoffman  Ju' 

SeiJ"  John  teer  penning 

Serj'  John  Freer 

Serj'  Evert  Terwillege 

Corpo   Christian  Dujo 

Corpo  Hendrick  Dujo 

Corpo  Isaac  Lefever 

Isaac  freer 

Tuenis  Terpening 

Jan  Une 

Jonas  freer 

James  Agmodi 

Simon  Lefever 

Petrus  Low 

Johannis  Low 

Josia  Elting 

Abr"  Dujo 

Cornelius  Dubois 

Jonathan  Dubois 

Hendc  Dubois 

Mosis  Dujo 

August"  Van  Dermerlce 

Jacob  Ge:  Decker 

James  Pinnick 


Company  of  Militia  of  the  Pals 
'  of  Capt.  Zackarias  Hoffmaau 

Daniel  Winfiel 
Manewel  tec  Willige 
Johannes  Terwiiige 
Hendrick  Decker 
Petrus  Terwiliige 
Thorn'  Janson  Ju' 
William  Rosekrans 
Josna  Smedes 
Gerett  Ja:  Decker 
Stevanis  Swart 
John  Robertse 
Andrew  Grames 
Rober  Greams 
John  Blake 
James  Jonston 
Salamon  Isrel 
Samuel  Sampson 
Roger  blarales 
Richard  Davis 
Lawrence  Eldorp 
Tomas  Maccoun 
John  Andrew 
Arie  Terwillege 
William  Schoot 
Cornelius  bruyn 
William  Ja;  Decker 
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Jacob  Ja:  Decker 
Abr*  Ja:  Decker 
Isaac  Ja:  Decker 
Benja  Ja:  Decker 
Jacob  He:  Decker 
Abi^  He:  Decker 
Abr'  Terwillige 
Isaac  Terwillige 
Evert  Terwillige  Ju' 
Corn'  Schoonmaker  Ju"' 
Corn*  Cool 
Johannis  Cool 
Low  is  Ponteiiere 
John  Gream 
Williani  Weller 
Hendrick  Weller 
Isaac  Haasbroeek 
Jacob  Haasbroeek  Ju 
Benja  Haasbroock  Ju'' 
Zachariaa  klarwater 
Abr°-  Bovier 


Mathues  Bovier 

Jacobus  Bovier 

Isaac  Bovier 

Abr"  Lef'ever 

Nathael  Lefever 

Benj»  Haasbroeek 

Syraon  Dubois 

Isaac  Lefever  Ju' 

Peter  De:  jo 

Huge  Freer  Ju' 

Hendrick  Van  Wijak 

Abr«  Vandermerke 

Lewis  Sa;  Bovier 

Williaiii  Armstrong 

Robert  Jon-g 

Mathew  Jong 

Robert  Cain 

Robert  Hanne 

John  Magdonel 

John  Jemson 

Joliannes  Masseker — tot"  94 


^  ji  list  of  the  foot  Company  of  Militia  of  the  presenk 
ULSTER  (        .  ^^g  Higland  Under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Thos. 

Cap'  Tliojnaa  Ellison 
Liev'  George  Harrison. 
Ensign  John  Young 
Serjent  David  Davis 
Serjent  Patrick  Mi^Clogbry 
Serjent  Mosas  Garitson 
Corp"  Jacobus  Bruyii  Jn"^ 
Corp"  James  Stringhaa 
Corp"  Jonathan  Hazzard 
Clark  Charles  Clinton 
John  Umphrey 


Jame  Gamble 
John  Gamble 
Cornelius  M'^Clean 
John  XJmphry  Ju> 
James  Umphry^ 
Peter  Mulinder 
Robert  Burnet 
Archibald  Beaty 
Arthar  Beaty 
David  Olliver 
Mathew  Davis 
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Alexander  Falls 
David  Bedford 
William  Coleman 
Joseph  Sweezer 
Thomas  Colemah 
John  M'^Yey 
John  Jones 
Patrick  Broderick 
Joseph  Shaw 
Calab  Curtis 
WilUam  Sutten 
Jeremiah  Foster 
Charles  Beaty 
Amas  Foster 
Alexander  Denniston 
James  Young 
James  Nealy 
Robert  Feef 
Joseph  Butterton 
Samuell  Luekey 
John  Markham. 
John  Read 
Jeseph  M'Mikhin 
David  Umphrey 
Johannis  George 
Jeremiah  Tomkins 
Isaac  Tomkins 
William  Watts 
Josiah  Elsworth 
James  Elsworth 
Anthony  Praslaer 
Jonathan  Tomkins 


John  fficoll  Jn' 
Alexander  McKey 
Robert  Sparks 
Jevriah  Quick 
Thomas  Quick 
Jacob  Gillis 
Joseph  Simson 
James  Clark 
John  Clark 
Lodewick  Miller 
Peter  Miller 
George  Waygant 
William  Ward 
Wilham  Ward  Jn' 
John  Matty s  Kimbergh 
William  Smith  Jn^ 
James  Edmeston 
Tobias  Waygate 
Jerry  Manse 
Thomas  Johnston 
Casparis  Stymas 
John  Monger 
James  Luekey 
Thomas  Williams 
Robert  Banker 
Thomas  Fear 
Frederick  Painter 
Mosas  Elsworth 
John  Marie 
Jonathan  Owens 
Andrew  McDowell 
Daniel  Coleman— Tot.  8E 
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LIST  OF  OFFICERS 

CIVIL   AND  MILITARY    FOil   HICIIMOND   COUNTV, 


Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 

Pleas. 
John  Le  Conte  Judge 
Christian  Corsen  Second  Judge 
Gozen  Adrianz  Third  Judge 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

*  Nicholas  Britton 

*  Richard  Stilwell 

*  Joseph  Bedell 

*  John  Veghte 

*  Rem  Vander  Beek 

*  John  La  Tourrette 

*  Tliomas  Biliopp 
Corneillius  Corsen 
Joshua  Mersereau 
Abraliam  Cole 
Barent  Marking 

Those  marked  thus  {*)  are  of 
the  Quorum. 

Nicholas  Larzelere  Sheriff 
John  Hillyer  Coroner 
Daniel  Corsen  Clarke 


Military  Officers. 
Jacob  Corsen  Colonel 
Christian  Corsen  Lieut.  Col 
Thomas  Biliopp  Major 


For  the  J^orth  I 
John  Veghte  Captain 
Frederick  Berge  Lieuf^ 
Jacob  Corsen  Jn'  Ensign 

For  the  SHh  Division. 
Corneillius  Stouthoif  Cap' 
Jacob  Berge  Lieutenant 
Ai'is  Evertse  Ensign 

For  the  West  Division, 
Nathaniel  Britten  Cap' 
Matthias  Johnson  Lieut' 
Abraham  Maney  Ensign 

For  the  Troop. 
Peter  Perrin  Captain 
Gerrett  Crosse  Lieut 
Wynant  Wynants  Cornet 
Daniel  Wynants  Quarter  Master 
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AMSWER  TO  FOUR  QUERIES 

KEFERIt'p   BY  HIS  MONOUK    THE    EIEDT.  GOVERNOUK   &    COUNCILI.    OF 
THE   FilOVINCE  OF   BEW    YORK  TO    THE   COMMISSIONERS    OF   IKDIAN 


14.  The  Six  Nationsof  Indians iacluding  the  River &Sobaaeh- 
kook  Indians  ai;e  about  1500  fighting  men  of  which  number  ^  part 
lacline  to  French  Interest.  Being  partly  overaw'd  by  fear,  The 
French  liave  their  interpreter  continually  among  the  Sinnekes 
who  has  a  great  Influence  over  them  &  they  often  send  messengers 
with  presents  to  the  Six  Nations. 

15.  The  Indians  living  near  about  Montreal  &  Quebeck  are 
about  1000  fighting  men  besides  a  Vast  number  of  other  Foreign 
nations  amongst  whom  the  French  have  Sixteen  Fortifications 
and  Settlements : 

16.  The  French  Europeans  settled  on  the  River  S'.  Lawrence 
in  Canada  consisting  of  tlie  three  Goverments  of  Quebeck,  Mon- 
treal and  the  three  Rivers  are  about  Ten  thousand  Fighting  men 
Including  Thirty  Two  Companys  of  Regular  Forca?. 

Spaniards  none, 

17.  The  Metropolis  of  New  France  is  Quebeck  awellFortified 
Town  being  inclosed  in  a  very  strong  waU  &  has  a  Strong  Fort 
scitnated  on  a  Rock,  being  tlie  sea  Port  on  the  North  side  of 
River  S',  Lawrence.  About  Sixty  Leagues  S"  West  thereof  is 
Montreal  on  tlie  same  side  of  the  River  ivlilch  is  regularly  forti- 
fy'd  &  Surrounded  with  a  strong  stone  wall,  having  Batteries 
within  &  a  Large  Trench  round  the  North.  East  &  West  Sides 
thereof  &  to  the  Soutli.  is  the  River. 

About  Seven  Leagues  South  ii'om  Montreal  is  a  village  called 
Chambiey  scituated  on  a  River  running  out  of  Corlaers  Lake 
which  is  by  the  French  caUed  Champlain,  &,  emptys  it  self  into 
the  River  S*.  Lawrence  at  Soreil  there  is  a  good  Strong  Stone  Fort 
at  the  side  of  the  River  at  the  upper  end  of  a  Bason. 

The  French  have  also  a  very  Strong  Fort  to  the  west  of  Crown 
poiat,  at  the  side  &  South  east  end  of  Corlaer's  Lake  beforemen- 
tioned  called  by  the  French  La  pointe  au  la  Chevleures,  about 
Seventy  miles  to  the  Northward  of  our  farthest  Settlements,  built 
in  the  year  1736  for  a  retreat  when  the  French  at  anytime 
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should  come  to  disturb  or  Annoy  our  Frontiers,  either  in  our 
Province  or  New  England.  This  Fort  is  scituated  on  a  Rock 
having  a  very  Sti-ong  Cittadel  Arch'd  with  Stone  three  Storys 
high,  the  wall  thereof  is  about  Seven  feet  thick,  it  commands  the 
Entrance  into  the  Lake  beforementioned  fi-om  the  Southward  &has 
Ibitr  Regular  Bastions,  to  the  Soutliwai'd  is  a  Large  plain.  They 
Likewise  by  that  means  Extend  their  Limitts,  having  encroached 
upon  Land  belonging  to  liis  Majesty. 

They  Iiave  also  a  Strong  Fort  at  Cadaruchque  at  the  North 
East  End  of  tlie  Lake  Ontario  which  emptys  it  self  in  the  River 
S'.  Lawrence,  made  there  not  only  in  order  to  entice  tlie  Six 
Nations  of  Indians  to  their  Interest  &  to  have  an  awe  over  them, 
but  also  for  a  retreat  to  the  French  when  at  any  time  they  should 
attack  or  Annoy  tlie  Six  Nations  &  likewise  to  prevent  the  said 
Sis  Nations  from  going  to-Canada  in  time  of  War. 

Tliey  have  also  a  strong  Fortification  at  Niagara  which  is  at 
the  South  west  end  of  Cadaruchque  Lake,  below  the  falls  of 
that  name  about  three  Leagues,  wliere  there  is  a  Carrying  place, 
it  borders  near  the  Six  Nations  wliich  in  a  great  Measure  com- 
mands the  Indian  Trade  the  Westward  &  overawe  the 
Sinnekes. 

They  have  several!  Settlements  &  Forts  as  above  observed  of 
Less  note  among  the  Upper  Nations  of  Indians  on  the  chief 
pass^es  as  the  Indians  come  from  their  Jiunting  in  order  to  In- 
tercept the  Furr  Trade  &  to  keep  an  ^we  &  command  over  them, 
Albany  4"' Febry  1737  |8 
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X. 

E  E  A  S  0  N  S 

IN  SUPPORT  OF 

TEIENNIAL  ELECTIONS 

IN    THE 

PROVINCE   OF  NEW  YORKi 

WITH   THE 

SING'S  YETO  ON  THE  TEIEMIAl  ACT. 

1738. 


MBiGooi^le 


*  Previous  to  the  year  1743  there  was  no  limit  presoribetl  by  Statute  to  tlie 
in  ofSce  of  Meiabers  of  Assemtily  in  the  Province  of  New  York.  It 
was  held  to  belong  to  the  Royal  Prerogatire  to  dissolve  the  Legislature  and  to 
order  a  new  elHollon,  The  consequence  was,  that  flie  existence  of  the  Assembly 
generally  depended  on  its  subserrieney  to  tlie  local  GoYernoi:  ond  a  new  appeal  to 
the  People  was  made,  ibr  the  most  part,  only  when  the  popular  branch  qnarrellad 
with  the  Execntive.  Sometimea  only  a  ifew  montlia  hit^rrened  between  general 
eleptiona ;  sometimes  a  year,  but  usually  a  general  election  caiae  about  bienniaiiy, 
until  the  administration  of  Gov,  Hunter,  wheu  the  AssemWy  elected  in  1716  con- 
tinued its  functions  until  1726— a  period  of  ten  years  and  two  montiw.  The  elec- 
tions for  representatives  after  this  happened,  from  diveva  disturbing  causes,  to  be 
annual  until  Gov.  Cosby's  admirastration,  when  the  Aesembl.vagtun  assumed  a 
protracted  existence  of  nine  years,  vizt:  from  1728  to  1737.  The  leaders  in  the 
popular  branch  seeing  this  tendency  to  abuse,  by  the  removal  of  the  representa- 
tives ftom  all  respon^bility  to  tljeir  constituents,  determined  to  remedy  the  evil, 
and  passed  a  bill  In  the  ses^on  of  1784,  declaring  ibat  no  Assembly  should  con- 
tinue more  than  Three  Tears.  The  Council,  however,  did  not  act  upon  it,  and 
when  the  Legislature  again  met  in  October  of  the  same  year,  the  Assembly  sent 
to  enquire  what  liad  been  done  with  their  Bill  of  the  spring.  It  was,  thereupon, 
taken  up  and  aniended  by  the  Council,  but  a^  the  Assembly  reflised  to  concur  in 
these  amendments,  it  was  lost,  for  the  Conncil  refused  to  recede  from  their  posi- 
tion. The  Assembly,  now  (Nov.  28),  sent  an  address  to  the  Governor  request, 
ing  that  they  may  be  dissolved,  to  which  Cosby  replied,  that  as  it  was  a  part  of 
the  prerogative  to  convene  and  dissolve  them  at  pleasure,  he  was  determined  to 
act  In  the  premises  as  he  thought  proper,  and  not  as  they  desired,  and  in  this 
state  of  things  thp  session  was  prorogued.  Shortly  after  the  meeUng  of  the  Le- 
^lature  in  ihe  Miowmg  year,  a  petition  was  presented  (Nov.  4, 1785)  to  the 
House  from  the  citizens  .of  New  York,  complaining  of  the  long  continuance  of 
the  same  set  of  representatives,  and  praying  a  dissolution.  This  petition  was 
sent  to  Giov.  Cosby,  who  again  reftised  compliance,  and  he  died,. in  March,  1780, 
"almost  universally  detested,"  saya  Smith.  In  April,  1.7S7,  the  Triennial  Bill 
was  again  intro43ced,  but  it  did  not  reach  a  third  reading,  as  the  House  was  dis- 
solved, to  the  great  gratification  of  the  people,  on  the  8d  May,  1737,  after  its  nine 
years'  existence.  One  of  the  first  measm'es  introduced  in  the  new  House  (June 
16) ,  was  the  Bill  for  the  frequent  election  of  Eepresentatives.  It  was  soon  passed, 
together  with  an  address  to  Lt.  Gov.  Clarke  (to  be  found  at  length  on  the  Jour- 
nals), urgii^  on  him  by  strong  and  ujjanswerable  arguments,  the  necessity  of  such 
a  reform.  His  Honor  returned  a  fiivorable  answer,  and  in  compliance,  as  it  were, 
with  his  disposition,  the  Council  concurred,  and  the  Bill  received  the  Lieutenant 
Governor's  sanction  on  the  ISth  Dec.  1737.  Before  the  Assembly  adjourned, 
they  requested  Clarice  to  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  ohfainhis  Majesty's  assent 
to  the  Bill.  It  was  sent  to  England  early  In  the  following  yeai',  when  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  strongly  recommended  it  to  the  flivor  of  tlie  King's  Ministers, 
Some  of  the  arguments  in  fevor  of  the  measure  and  its  ultunate  fate,  are  recorded 
in  the  follawing  Documents.    Ed. 
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Memorandum  of  some  Grounds  and  Eeasoiis  to  liope 
that  his  Majesty  will  begraciously  pleased  to gi'aut 
bis  Royal  Assent  to  the  Act  for  ffrequent  Election 
of  Representatives  lately  passed  in  tiie  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New  York. 
That  happy  Union  that  is  Established  between  the  King  and 
his  People  under  the  British  Constitution,  has  so  closely  connected 
their  Mutual  Interests,  that  whatever  tends  to  the  advancement 
of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  People,  it  may  be  Humbly 
[  will  be  a  Good  reason  twhy  it  should  meet  with  hia 
s  approbation  and  Encouragement,  but  it  is  Conceived 
tiiat  the  passing  that  Law,  will  tend  as  much  to  Advance  the 
Interest  of  his  Majestyes  Crown,  as  the  welfare  of  His  people  if 
it  be  Considered  that  the  Scituation  of  this  Colony  is  in  the  very 
Heart  of  the  British  Dominions  in  America,  tJiat  it  Contains  a 
parage  from  the  Ocean  almost  all  the  way  by  water,  to  the  most 
^Jistant  Nations  of  Indians,  wliich  lye  Northward  of  the  Bay  of 
ifexico.  It  is  near  to  Canada  once  the  seat  of  a.  dangerous 
Enemy,  and  now  its  rival  in  the  ifur  trade,  which  is  of  so  much 
linportimce  to  Great  Brittain  that  I'ts  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
IPebple  Extremly  Jealous  of  its  Interests,  and  ever  watchful!  to 
seize  on  every  Advantage  for  the  Extension  of  their  settlements 
tipoh  the  Lands  undoubtedly  belonging  to  the  British  Crown 
(witBess  the  late  Settlements,  of  the  ffrench  at  Crown  Point,  and 
Niagaira,  and  their  late  attempsto  get  a  ffootjng  in  the  Cinetes 
Country).  That  a  fatal  blow  will  be  given  to  this  British  Interest 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  if  this  Country  should  ever  fall 
iuto  the  hands  of  ^he  ffrench,  these  and  many  other  weighty 
■considerations,  makes  the  welfare  &  prosperity  of  this  Colony,  of 
■the  last  'Consequence  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Brittain,  it  is  gener- 
ally Acknowledged,  that  not  one  Plantation  in  America  has 
■  Advantiiges  than  this  with  respect  to  Llie  fertility  of  its 
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Soil,  healthfullness  of  its  air  and  Coramodiousness  of  its  Scitu 
ation  for  an  Inland  and  foreign  Trade  and  Navigation,  Yet 
under  these  many  Natural  advantages,  it  is  a  sad  truth  universally 
attested,  That  it  has  been  for  many  years  visibly  Declining  in  its 
Husbandry,  Navigation,  Trade,  Sliip  Buildihg_  and  other 
Manufiictureg,  Advantagions  to  Great  Brittain,  It  has  been 
deserted  by  great  numbers' of  its  Sea  men  and  other  Inhabitants, 
wlio  have  been  obliged  to  Seek  their  Bread  in  tlie  neighbouring 
Colonies,  while  the  Lands  in  the  Country  and  the  Houses  in  the 
Citj',  have  been  seen  to  sink  to  near  half  their  fformer  Value, 
and  its  Navigation  Almost  wholy  faUen  into  the  hands  of 
Strangers,  and  at  the  same  time,  universal  Discontent  ready  to 
break  out  into  pnblick  Tumult  and  Disorder,  and  Extream 
poverty,  have  overspread  the  Cojmtry  and  threatened  its  utter 
ruin. 

This  is,  or  very  lately  was,  ^he  Miserable  Estate  of  this  Colony, 
which  rendered  tlie  Disolution  of  the  last  Assembly  Necessary 
both  for  bis  Majesty's  Honour  and  the  Interest  of  the  Country, 
And  the  present  Assembly  when  chosen,  being  of  Opinion  that 
the  present  and  past  Miseries  of  this  Country,  were  greatly 
owing  to  tlie  want  of  the  frequent  election  of  Assemblya,  they 
past  tlie  Law  in  Question,  presuming  that  upon  the  weighty 
Reasons  upon  which  it  is  founded.  It  would  not  fail  of  the  Royal 
Assent.  Tlie  Assembly  observed,  that  tlie  Great  Declension  of 
this  Country  in  aU  its  valuable  Interests,  had  hapened  during  the 
Continuance  of  the  Two  last  long  Assemblies,  while  at  the  same 
time  no  visible  Cause  could  be  assigned  for  it  but  what  it  was  in 
the  power  of  a  firee  and  ffrequent  Representation  of  the  People 
to  prevent,  EspeciaUy  when  at  the  same  time,  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  of  the  Masaclmsets  Bay  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
on  the  one  hand,  and  Pensilvania  on  the  other,  were  Increasing 
in  People,  fflourisliing  in  Trade,  and  abounding  with  Wealth  and 
Contentment. 

Tlie  Assembly  Observed  that  those  Colonies  have  the  Annual 
Choice  of  their  Representatives,  by  which  Genera]  Grievances 
are  either  happily  Prevented,  or  always  Speedily  redressed  while 
by  Esperience  they  have  found,  tliat  tlie  long  Continuance  of 
Assemblies  in  this  Colony,  had  an  unhappy  Tendency  to  Intro- 
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diice  Grievances,  and  Establish  tliem  as  an  Insupportable  Burthen 
upon  the  People.  They  observed  tliat  the  long  Continuance  of 
power  in  the  same  hands,  had  always  grownup  into  an  oppres- 
sive DoMnation  of  a  few  men,  which  they  found  to  have  been 
the  fi'uitfull  Parent  of  all  those  Evils,  under  which  this  Country 
had  Visibly  Declined ;  and  which  had  in  sonle  late  Instances 
Proved  Exceeding  Dangerous  to  the  Peace  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  within  this  Colony. 

These  are  the  Seasons  that  Induced  tlie  Assembly  with  great 
Zeal  and  Unanimity  to  propose  and  pass  that  Law,  as  a  most 
necessary  Expedient,  to  retrieve  the  Peace  and  Promote  the 
prosperity  of  this  Miserable  and  Distressed  Colony. 

The  Just  representation  of  this  matter  to  His  Majisty,  It's 
believed  cannot  fail  of  procuring  his  assent  to  this  Law,  which 
his  People  here  have  so  much  at  heart.  Tis  not  doubted  but 
His  xMajisty  will  think  it  necessary  for  His  Honor,  that  His 
Subjects  here,  sliould  live  as  easy  and  as  happy  under  His  imme- 
diate Government  as  His  Subjects  are  in  the  Neighbouring  Colo- 
nies, under  the  Charters  Granted  by  His  Royal  Predecessors. 
Tis  verily  believed,  that  nothing  can  have  a  more  happy  Ten- 
dency to  Accomplish  this,  than  the  passing  this  law. 

Tis  Evident,  that  tlie  Liberty  Ease  and  Safety  of  the  People 
in  the  Neighbouring  Colonies,  who  Enjoy  the ,  Priviledge  of 
Choosing  their  Assemblies  yearly,  is  Attended  -with  the  most 
happy  Consequencesj  this  causes  them  to  multiply  Exceedingly, 
by  their  Natural  Growth,  and  vast  Additions  from  Protestant 
Countrys  abroad,  "Whereas  this  Colony  is  but  thinly  Peopled,  and 
more  persons  have  Deserted  it  than  have  come  to  it  for  several 
years  past.  Tliose  Colonies  have  been  fflourishing  in  Trade,  and 
Extending  it  abundantly  while  it  has  been  miserably  declining 
among  us.  Twill  hardly  be  believed  in  England  that  tliose 
Goverments,  have  so  much  the  Advantage  of  us,  in  the  Value 
of  their  Lands,  as  tbey  have.  It  being  a  truth  Capable  of  the 
fullest  proof,  that  the  Lands  in  Connecticut,  will  sell  for  three  times 
the  price  of  the  Lands  in  New  York,  tho  tliS  Lands  are  Conti- 
guous, and  there  is  no  Difference  in  the  Soil,  but  what  proceeds 
meerly  from  the  Partition  line  that  Divides  it.  This  Countiy 
has  an  Advantage  for  Ship  Building,  raising  of  Hemp,  making, 
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of  Iron  and  other  Naval  Stores,  beyond  any  of  the  Plantations 
in  America.  Yet  it  is  evidentj  that  under  the  Ease  and  Safety 
of  the  Charter  Goverments,  Secured  Chiefly  by  their  Annual 
Assemblys  These  Colonies  have  flourished  to  a  great  Degree  In 
those  usefull  Manufactures,  so  Advantagious  to  the  Trade  and 
Safety  of  Great  'Britain,  while  this  Colony  has  been  under  such 
Discouragements,  as  to  have  done  httle  or  nothing  in  these  Man- 
ufactures, but  has  seen  the  Iron  Ore  cai'iied  from  hence,  to  be 
worked  up  at  about  200  miles  Distance  in  New  England,  tho  with 
Respect  to  Wood  and  Water,  this  Country  has  as  good  or  better 
Conveniences  than  that,  the  vast  Number  of  People  Inhabit- 
ing the  New  England  Colonies,  the  sudden  and  prodigious  growth 
of  Pensilvania,  with  their  Annual  Assemblies  while  the  finist 
Colony  lying  between  them,  under  the  Kuigs  Immediate  Gover- 
ment,  tliat  kaa  been  as  long  Settled  as  either  of  them,  is  Empty 
of  People  poor  and  Starving,  is  generally  believed  to  be  chiefly 
owing  to  those  Mischiefs,  wWch  iiave  arose  from  the  want  of  a 
frequent  Election  of  Assemblies,  and  the  passing  of  this  Law, 
will  Doubtless  Tend  to  the  Multiplying  of  our  People,  the  Ex- 
tension of  our  ifrontiers,  the  promoting  of  the  fur  Trade,  and 
making  this  Colony  a  sti'ong  BaiTier  against  the  iirench,  and 
Consequently  the  Bulwark  and  Safety  of  British  Interests  in 
America.  It  will  make  this  Colony  of  more  Service  to  Great 
Britain,  by  a  larger  Consumption  of  its  Commodities,  by  raising 
of  Hemp  and  making  of  Iron,  and  other  Naval  Stores.  It  will 
raise  a  spirit  of  Industi-y  among  the  People,  and  Extend  our 
Trade,  restore  our  Seamen  and  Navigation,  and  remove  that 
Disconterit,  which  has  always  Increased  in  proportion  to  the  Age 
of  Past  Assemblies.  It  will  raise  the  Honour  of  His  Majestys 
immediate  Government,  as  it  will  greatly  advance  the  happiness 
of  His  people,  that  live  under  it,  and  will  make  the  Neighboring 
Colonies  to  set  a  less  value  upon  their  Charters.  It  is  a  Privi- 
lege Enjoyed  by  the  Provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  South 
Carohna  Eiuhadoes  Antigua  and  tbe  Leward  Islands  under  His 
filajestyes  Immediate  Government  to  have  ah  Annual  Election 
of  Assemblies,  and  North  Carolina  Enjoys  a  Biennial  Assembly, 
and  it  may  be  hoped  that  his  Majesty  wiU  not  deny  to  his  Loyal 
Subjects  in  New  York,  what  not  only  their  welfai'e  and  prosper- 
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ity,  but  also  the  peace  and  Honour  of  His  Govermeut,  the 
Interests  of  His  Crown,  and  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Safety  of  the  Neighbouring  Colonies  seems  to  render  absolutely 


Memorandum  of  Some  of  the  Reasons  that  may  be 
ofiered  for  obtaining  his  Majesties  Eoyall  Assent 
to  the  Act  for  frequent  Election  of  Eepresenta- 
tives. 
First,  For  that  its  the  Universal  Opinion  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  that  the  Long  Continuance  of  Assemblys  has  been 
one  of  the  greatest  CauseS'of  the  present  Declining  State  of  this 
Colony,  which  is  such  that  while  our  Neighbours  of  Pensilvania 
on  the  one  hand  and  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  Massa- 
cliusets  Bay  and  New  Hampshii'e  on  the  other  Hand  Do  yearly 
greatly  Encrease  in  numbei's  of  People  and  the  value  of  their 
Lands  rise  and  their'  Trade  flourislies,  Yet  this  Colony  which 
has  much  greater  Natural  advantages  than  any  of  them  has  fox 
several  yeai-s  past  decreased  in  numljers  of  People,  Rents  in  the 
City  of  New  York  have  generally  fallen  near  one  half,  and  the 
Lands  of  this  Colony  about  one  third  part  of  the  value  which 
they  have  heretofore  been  at.  Oar  seamen  and  Ship  Carpenters 
have  almost  whoUy  deserted  us,  and  our  Navigation  is  almost 
got  into  the  Hands  of  Strangers  to  this  Colony.  Long  Assem- 
blys are  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  Causes  of  this  Bad 
State,  by  their  not  finding  Remedies  to  prevent  or  put  a  atop  to 
this  declining  State,  by  their  Suifering  the  People  long  to  Labour 
under  Grievances,  without  obtaining  or  Endeavouring  to 
obtain  relief  against  them,  In  some  Counties  even  their  very 
Representatives  have  .become  themselves  their  greatest  Grie- 
vance For  while  they  have  Suffered  and  Abetted  a  Goveraour 
in  Tyrannizing  over  all  they  have  become  Deputy  Tyrants  in 
their  Counties,  They  have  often  got  into  their  Hands  the  Sole 
Recommendation  of  all  Judges,  Justices,  Officers  of  the  Militia, 
and  other  OiScers  in  their  Counties,  those  so  reeoniniended  by 
them  they  Supported  in  those  Offices  tho'  often  unworthy  of 
them.  The  hopes  of  being  supported  encouraged  those  officers 
to  Despise  and  Oppress  the  People  And  thus  a  Gradation  of 
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Tyrants  has  been  often  Establis'ied  and  Supported  and  t.lie  Peo- 
ple left  Destitute  of  Relief  against  their  Daily  Insults  and  Inju- 
ries— Wliicli  iviti)  many  otlier  things  too  many  to  repeat  with 
too  much  reason  has  induced  many  of  tlie  Inhabitants  to  think 
they  had  no  Liberty  at  all  nor  property  certain  in  this  Colony, 
and  that  they  had  better  to  remove  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
of  Either  Side  where  such  Tyrannizing  was  fully  prevented  by 
a  yearly  Election  of  Representatives  aiid  wliere  the  Liberties 
and  Properties  of  the  People  are  well  preserved — And  its  uni- 
vereally  believed  that  a  frequent  Election  of  Representatives 
would  have  the  like  effect  here,  And  that  the  Short  duration  of 
Assemblys  will  not  only  prevent  the  Representatives  themselves 
from  Domineering  in  their  Counties  by  Laying  them  under  a 
necessity  to  preserve  the  Affections  of  the  People  in  order  to 
preserve  their  power  But  will  also  give  the  People  an  Opportu- 
nity from  time  to  time  to  Chuse  such  men  as  are  Sensible  of 
what -Grievances  they  Labour  under  and  as  ai'O  Capable  to  obtain 
a  Redress  of  them,  and  of  what  has  Rendered  or  is  like  to  render 
the  Liberties  and  properties  of  the  People  precarious, 

Secondly — The  great  Natural  advantages  which  this  Colony 
has  beyond  the  neighbouring  Colonies  by  its  Furr  Trade,  Excel- 
lent Harbours,  their  nearness  to  the  Sea,  its  Inland  Navigation 
to  &  through  every  one  of  the  Counties  of  this  Colony  and  to 
and  amongst  the  Indian  Nations  as  far  as  the  Banks  of  St  Law- 
rence River  and  its  Lakes  and  the  fertile  soil  of  this  Colouy,  with 
the  hopes  that  this  Law  often  by  the  peciple  and  Assemblies  in 
vain  endeavoured  for  might  at  last  be  obtained,  Tho'  they  have 
not  been  able  to  hinder  this  Colony  from  greatly  Declining  while 
its  Neighbours  with  much  less  Natural  Advantages  are  growing 
and  flourishing  Yet  they  have  hitherto  in  great  measure  hindered 
its  being  intirely  deserted  But  should  his  Majestie  deny  his 
Royal  Assent  to  this  Law  its  to  be  feared  That  great  numbers 
of  the  Inhabitants  would  forthwith  provide  to  remove  to  the 
Neighbouring  Colonies  where  they  believe  they  are  more  Sure 
of  protection  for  their.  Liberties  and  Pi-operties  This  Colony 
which  is  the  Barrier  against  the  French  for  the  other  Colonies 
may  thereby  in  time  be  Deserted,  The  French  our  Rivals  in 
the  fihr  Trade  will  then  get  it  intirely  from  us  into  their  Hands 
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Great  Britain  will  thereby  lose  the  Exportation  of  Great  Quan- 
tities of  Strouds,  Blankets  and  other  Woollen  Goods  which  the 
Indians  now  take  in  Exchange  for  then  ituis,  and  ffrance  will 
acquire  the  furnishing  of  them  with  the  Same,  And  also  the 
manufacturing  of  the  fihr  and  Skins  got  fiom  the  Indians  in 
Exchange,  and  possibly  tliis  Colony  may  at  last  become  posset- 
ed by  the  French  aa  a  Derehct  (as  parts  of  it  on  the  Banks  of 
S'  Lawrence  and  its  Lakes  already  [are]  Crown  point  and  Neagara 
are  Examples  of  this)  and  the  other  Colonies  will  by  this  means 
be  exposed  to  theii  Insults  &  Even  to  be  Conquered  by  them 
And  unless  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  People  of  this 
Colony  are  Secured  by  this  Law  its  Conceived  not  only  impossi- 
ble for  it  to  grow  as  Other  the  neighbouring  Colonies  but  even 
to  hinder  the  Inhabitants  from  greatly  deserting  it 

Thirdly — The  neighbouring  Colonies  of  Pensilvania  on  tlie  one 
hand  and  of .  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  Massachuseta  Bay  & 
Few  Hampshire  on  the  other  hand  have  the  Priviledge  of 
Annual  Assemblies  secured  fo  them.  By  means  of  which  any 
Grievance  that  Affects  the  People  is  their  quickly  removed 
Their  Liberties  and  properties  are  by  reasonable  Laws  protected 
and  Enjoyed  This  Encourages  their  people  to  Industry  and  to 
the  Extending  their  Trade  This  invites  not  only  the  people  of 
tliis  Colony  to  them  but  also  great  numbers  from  all  Protestant 
Countries  in  Europe  Whereas  in  this  Colony  for  want  of  a 
speedy  redress  of  Grievances  and  the  Security  of  the  Liberties 
and  Properties  of  the  People  foreigners  are  discouraged  to  Come 
and  Settle  with  us,  and  Discontents  Do  Sometimes  arise  amongst 
us '  to  a  very  great  Heighth,  Insomuch  that  Insurrections  have 
been  often  not  without  i-eason  feared  The  precariousness  of  the 
Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  People  Curbs  their  Industry 
This  Colony  abounds  with  Iron  Oar  and  with  streams  of  Water 
and  timber  fitt  for  melting  it  and  bringing  it  into  Barrs,  wl^ch 
are  intirely  neglected  while  our  neighbours  with  less  Conveni- 
ence liave  got  to  a  great  heighth  in  that  manufacture  This 
Colony  has  plenty  of  Lands  fltt  for  Hemp  which  lies  neglected 
while  our  neighbours  have  much  improved  in  it  That  precari- 
ousness Cramps  the  minds  of  the  People  from  thinking  to 
Laimch  out  into  tradewhich  has  given  other  Colonics  the  oppor 
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tunity  to  become  almost  our  Sole  Carriers,  aiid  should  we 
Decrease  in  our  ShippinEf  as  for  some  years  past,  they  will  soon 
be  entirely  so — 

Fourthly, — If  his'Majestie  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
Ills  Assent  to  tiiis  Act  its  lioped  and  believed,  that  by  means  of 
It  no  great  Grievance  will  remain  long  um'edressed,  That  reason- 
able Laws  will  from  time  to  time  be  made  to  secure  the  Liber- 
ties and  Properties  of  the  People.  This-  will  its  hoped,  soon 
invite  Back  our  people  that  have  deserted  us — This  will  induceour 
neighbors  to  believe  they  can  be  as  sale  in  their  Liberties  and 
properties  and  that  they  cau  live  as  happily  under  his  Majesties 
immediate  Government  as  under  any  of  tlieir  Charter  Govern- 
ments, And  when  they  are  so  Convinced  Its  not  Doubted  but 
tliat  the  Natural  Advantages  which  this  has  Beyond  those  Colo- 
nies will  soon  invite  many  of  them  to  settle  here  and  Encourage 
other  Foreign  Protestants  to  follow  theu-  example.  By  which  our 
Indian  Traie  and  the  Settlement  of  this  Colony  may  soon  be 
greatly  extended;  Its  probable  the  want  of  bringing  this  Colony 
into  those  Circumstances  that  has  obstructed  its  being  settled 
quite  to  and  along  the  Banks  of  S*  Lawi'ence  &  its  Lakes,  and 
which  lias  given  the  Opportunity  to  the  Freucli  to  make  Sundry 
Settlements  there  which  this  Colony  might  have  done,  so  that 
this  Colony  has  but  one  single  Settlement  upon  the  Lakes  of 
S'  Lawrence,  to  witt,  Oswego  &  no  Settlement  within  one  hun- 
dred &  fifty  miles  tliereof  to  support  it. 

But  its  hoped  that  this  may  stil]  be  in  great  measure  retrieved 
if  this  Colony  be  brought  into  the  Circunistances  aforesaid  For 
this  Coloiiy  by  its  safe  and  short  navigation  to  Brittain  and  its 
safe,  short  and  speedy  Inland  Navigation  to  the  Indian  Nations 
and  Lakes  of  S'  Lawrence  may  be  Enabled  far  to  undersel  the 
French  amongst  the  Indians,  and  thereby  Can  in  time  cut  them 
out  of  all  that  Trade,  which  now  they  wiU  probably  cut  us  out 
of,  if  this  act  should  be  Damned, 

Fifthly — Should  it  be  objected  by  Enemies  to  the  being  of 
this  Colony,  That  tho'  our  Neighboring  Colonies  of  both  Sides 
have  Annual  Elections,  yet  they  are  Charter  Governments  and 
,why  should  the  Kings  Goveniment  ibllow  their  Example, 
Answer,  Its  Derogatory  to  his  M;ijisties  goodness  and  Honour  to 


„Goo»^lc 


THE    PROVINCE  OF   SEW    YORK.  2u'S 

suppose  that  he  would  Deny  any  thing  to  the  Culonies  under 
his  immediate  Government  that  will  tend  to  their  well  being 
and  prosperitj'  which  this  Act  plainly  will,  and  Does  in  those 
Colonies  which  Enjoy  the  Benefit  of  it,  On  the  CouU'aiy  it 
would  Greatly  tend  to  his  Majesties  Honour  and  Inttrest  that 
the  Colonies  under  liis  Immediate  Government  had  their  Liber- 
ties and  Properties  Even  better  Secured  by  Good  Liiivs  than  in 
those  Cliarter  Governments.  The  Certain  Con>equence  whereof 
would  be  That  such  Colonies  under  his  Majisties  immediate 
Government  would  flourish  more  than  the  Charter  Colonies  now 
do.  That  would  tend  to  make  tliose  Colonies  indilTereut  as  to 
their  Charters  and  in  time  to  give  them  up  and  to  Chuse  Ms 
Majesties  immediate  Government  in  the  place  thereof.  Whe»eas 
whUe  this  Colony  remains  in  its  past  uncertain  State  as  to  the 
Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  People,  Those  neighboring  Colo- 
nies get  our  people  from  us,  and  are  taught  by  our  Sufferings 
highly  to  value  their  Charters  and  to  pity  oui'  Misfortunes. 

Sixthly — Its  not  Charter  Governments  only  that  have  the 
priviledge  of  frequent  Election  of  Representati\es  for  their 
General  Assembly, — ^For  we  are  well  assured  that  South  Caro- 
lina and  Nortli  Carolina  have  likewise  tliat  priviledge  the  first 
an  Annual  Election  and  the  last  a  biennial,  But  as  to  them  it 
may  he  said,  they  had  those  Priviledges  ivhile  they  were  Chai'tep 
Governments,  But  as  to  that  we  are  informed  that  Bai-badoes-Anti- 
gua  So  the  other  Leward  Islands  never  were  Chai-ter  Governments 
and  yet  they  have  the  Priviledge  of  an  Annual  Election  Whether 
any  and  wliich  of  the  other  Colonics  have  suc!i  priviledges  we 
are  unacquainted,  But  whither  they  have  or  not  we  Conceive  is 
very  Little  to  the  Question,  which  we  think  is. 

Whether  as  this  Colony  is  Scituated  betwixt  Colonies  on  both 
Sides  whicli  liave  it.  And  as  tliis  Cokmy  lias  greatly  Suffered 
and  now  suffers  thro'  the  want  of  it,  It  be  possible  for  this 
Colony  to  preserve  its  inhabitants  and  to  prosper,  and  to  keep 
on  a  footing  with  the  neighbouring  Colonies  ^vithout  that  privi- 
ledge which  they  enjoy  so  much  tending  to  their  happyness, 
advantage  and  prosperity. 

And  whether  tlie  Declining  State  of  this  Colony  thro'  the 
want  of  that  Law  does  not  tend  to  the  Loss  of  the  Indian  Trade, 
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to  the  Dispeopling  of  this  Colony,  to  the  Possessing  of  it  by  the 
French,  and  to  the  Loss  of  all  the  other  Colonies  in  Consequence 
of  it. 


REPRESENTATION  TO  THE  KING. 

Aug'  lOt^  1738. 
To  the  kings  most  Excellent  Majesty 
May  it  please  your  Majesty 

We  liave  had  under  our  consideration  an  act  passed  in  your 
Majestys  Province  of  New  York  in  December  1737  intitled  "An 
Acl  for  the  frequent  elections  of  Representatives  to  serve  in 
Gen'  Assembly  and  for  the  frequent  calling  and  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  so  Elected." 

We  have  Ukewise  had  the  opinion  oi  M''  Fane  one  of  your 
Majesty's  Council  at  Law,  and  are  of  opioiou  with  him  that  it  is 
an  Infringment  of  Your  Majesty's  Prerogative  by  taking  away 
the  undoubted  Right  which  the  Crown  has  always  exercised  by 
calling  and  continuing  the  assembly  of  this  Colony  at  such  times 
and  as  long  as  it  was  thought  necessary  for  the  puhlick  service, 
and  as  no  reason  has  appeared  to  us  to  require  such  an  Innovation, 
we  humbly  lay  the  same  before  Your  Majesty  for  your  Royal 
Disapprobation, 

Which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

R.  Plumek 
M.  Bladen 

MONSOK 

Ja,  Bbndenell 
WhitehaU  ? 

August  10*  1738  5 
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VETO  OF  THE  TRIENNIAL  ACT. 

[Council  Min.  SVII.] 
At  the  Court  of  St.  James's  the  30"*  Nov'  1738. 
Present 
The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majestt. 
Arch  Bishop  of  Canterbury       Earl  of  Abercorne. 
Lord  Chancellor.  Earl  of  Selkirk 

Lord  President.  Lord  Harvey. 

Duke  of  Montagu.  Lord  Harrington 

Earl  of  Pembrooke.  M'  Speaker 

Earl  of  Graintham.  S'  Paul  Methuen. 

Earl  of  Cholmondley  Horatio  Walpole  Esq"', 

Whereas  by  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Governour  .Council  and  Assembly  of  His  Majesty's 
Province  of  New- York,  are  Authorized  and  Impowered  to  make, 
Constitute  and  Oi'daiu  Laws,  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  for  the 
Pubhck  Peace,  Welfare  and  Good  Government  of  the  said 
Province  ;  which  Laws,  Statutes  and  Ordinances  are  to  be,  as 
near  as  conveniently  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes 
of  this  Kingdom,  and  to  he  transmitted  for  His  Majesty's  Royal 
Approbation  or  Disallowance  ;  And  Whereas  in  Pursuance  of 
the  said  Powers,  An  Act  was  past  in  the  said  Province  in  DeC. 
1737.    Entitled 

"  An  Act  for  the  frequent  Election  of  Representatives 

"  to  serve  in    General  Assembly  and  for  the 

"frequent  calling  and  meeting  of  the  General 

"  Assembly  so  Elected." 

Which  act  together  with  a  Representation  from  the  Lords 

Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  proposing  the  Repeal 

thereof,  having  been  referred  to  the  Consideration  of  a  Committee 

of  the  Lords  of  His    Majesty's  most  Honi>i^  Privy  Council 

for  Plantation  Affairs,  The  said  Lords  of  the  Committee  did  this 

day  Report  to  His  Majesty  as  their  opinion,  that  the  said  Act 

ought  to  be  repealed  : — His  Majesty  taking  the  same  into  his 

Royal  Consideration,  was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 

Council,  to    Declare  his  Disallowance  of  the  said   Act,  and 
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pursuant  to  His  Majesty's  RoyaJ  Pleasure  tliereupou  Exprest, 
the  said  act  is  hereby  repealed,  Declared  void,  and  of  uoiie 
effect :  Whereof  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  His 
Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  for  the  time  beiug,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  Notice  and  Goveru 
themselves  accordingly 

Ja  :  Vernon. 
Albany  Octr  7lh  1768. 


Note. — A  Law,  commoaly  called  the  Septenidal  act,  was  paaaett  in  1743,  by 
whiolitlie  continuance  of  tlie  Proyincial  Assembly  was  limited  to  Beven  years. 
This  Act  remained  in  force  down  to  the  Bevolution- — Ed, 
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MBiGooi^le 


MBiGooi^le 


A  JOUKML  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  SCOUT 


Set  forward  in  a  Battoe  from  the  Encampment,  the  14'''  Sep* — 
at  about  35  miles  distance  down  the  Lake,  landed  about  day 
light,  took  the  Battoe  out  &.  hid  it,  left  two  Men  of  Connecticut 
Forces  there  to  watch  the  Battoe,  &  Provisions  till  our  return — 
Saw,  that  morning,  Sundry  Indian  Canoes  passing  in  the  Lower 
part  of  the  Lake.  .  Went  forward  towards  Crown  Point. 

The  IT^h  day,  at  evening  discovered  the  wheat  fields,  &  four 
houses,  about  2  miles  Southerly  from  Crown  Point  Fort.  In  the 
night  went  to  the  Intrenchment,  made  from  the  Fort,  Encom- 
passing a  little  Hill,  the  Trenches  not  finished,  but  reaches  about 
thirty  rods  from  the  Fort.  Which  Intrenchment  begins  at  the 
Southwest  Corner  of  the  Fort,  &  Trends  Southwesterly,  about 
two  rods  wide  at  the  Fort,  &  widens  to  about  15,  at  the  other 
End — went  info  the  Trench,  &  spent  the  night,  for  discovery  in 
&  about  there  till  morning,  &  then  retired  to  a  Mountain,  about 
a  Mile  West  from  the  Fort,  where  there  was  a  Clear  view  of  all 
the  Fort  and  appurtenances — and  saw  an  addition  to  the  Fort, 
from  the  Northwest  Corner,  about  25  rods,  which  reached  to  the 
Water  side,  Inclosing  some  Buildings — many  Tents  set  up  in 
it. 

A  Windmill  about  Sixty  rods  South  of  the  Fort,  in  which 
Space  many  Tents  were  up — ^had  a  Clear  discovery  of  the  Fort, 
&  appurtenances.  The  Soldiery  were  Mustered,  &  Exercised — 
the  \*hoIe  of  French,  &  Indians  we  Judged  were  near  upon  Five 
or  Six  hundred. 

Their  People,  some  few  were  at  work  at  the  Intrenchmen'^ 
seemed  unconcerned — ^hunting  Pidgeons  &c.  all  round  in  the 
Wood.  Some  of  which  came  within  about,  lifteen  rods  of  the 
Scout — ^We  came  off  the  Hill  at  night. 
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19"i,  Set  homeward,  travelled  to  the  Lake,  about  Six  Miles 
from  Tionduroque. 

SO"".  Set  up  the  Lake,  to  where  we  left  theBattoe,  found  .that, 
&  the  two  Men  (we  left)  were  gone,  and  we  set  homeward.  The 
2S^  late  at  night  arrived  at  the  great  Camp, 

The  land  is  Rough,  and  Mountainous  from  the  Lower  end  of 
the  Lake,  to  Crown  Point.  The  distance  about  20  miles.  And 
we  apprehend  impracticable  to  gitafeasableEoad  there — Which 
is  the  General  Account  of  the  discovereys  we  have  made.  And 
is  humbly  submitted  by 

Your  Honours 

Most  Dutiful],  and 

Obedient  Servant 

EOBEST   RODCERS. 

24>i'  Sepr  1755. 

To  the  Hon'>'^  Joseph  Blanchard  Esq.  Col"  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Regim*  In  the  Expedition  against  Ctowu  Point. 
May  it  please  your  Honour 

The  foregoing  is  a  Report  of  Cap*  Robert  Rodgers,  under  your 
direction,  sent  with  a  party  to  Crown  Point,  to  Reconoitre  that 
Post.    Which  is  humbly  olfered  by  Your 

Most  humble  Servant 

Joseph  Blanchard. 

Lake  George  24«i  Sepf  1755. 

To  the  Honi>'*  General  Johnson. 


A  JOTIMAL  OP  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  SCOUT 

OF  FrVE.MEN  SENT  FROM  THE  ENCAMPMENT  AT  LAKE  GEORGE  TO 
RECONOITRE  THE  ENCAMPMENT  OF  THE  ITIENCH  AND  INDIANS  AT 
TORONDUBOQUE, 

Sept  27th.  p.  M.  Set  forward,  in  a  Birch  Canoe.  Past  that 
night  Sundry  Indian  Fires  (their  Spyes)  by  the  sides  of  the  Lake. 
Put  ashore  about  7  miles  from  the  Carrying  place,  left  three 
■with  the  Canoe — two  went  forward. 

Early  on  the  SS"'.  about  ten  in  the  morning  came  in  view  of 
an  Encampment  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Lake,  at  the  Cariying 
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place,  of  about  one  thousand  French  and  Indians— We  Crawled 
thro'  their  Guards  to  within  about  thirty  or  forty  rods  of  the 
Encampment. 

There  was  no  Fort  nor  Artillery  there.  We  retired  &  went 
about  .one  Mile  &  a  half  further,  &  discovered  their  Grand  En- 
campment—Crept thro'  their  Guards  to  within  about  Sixty  rods, 
found  a  Fort  building  there — ^discover'd  a  Number  of  Cannou 
Mounted— we  had  a  Convenient  Situation  for  a  View,  which  we 
kept  till  toward  night  &,  by  the  appearance  of  the  Tents  & 
Troops,  French  &  Indians  we  Judged  likely  to  be  about  tliree 
thousand. 

Their  Situation  Comands  the  passage  at  the  Carrying  place, 
&  (we  tho't)  the  passage  down  Champlain  from  Wood  Creek  to 
Crown  Point. 

Next  day,  the  29^',  returned  to  our  Canoes  &  found  a  Large 
Indian  Canoe  had  passed  up  the  Lake  with  one  Frenchman,  &. 
Nine  Indiana,  who  on  their  return  we  waylayed  on  a  point  of  the 
Lake — they  came  in  reach  of  our  small  arms,  at  whom  we  fired 
about  Forty  Guns.  Disenabled  or  killed  six  of  them,  &  Chased 
the  femainihg  four,  but  at  their  Schtieks  three  Indian  Canoes 
came  to  their  relief  which  Prevented  our  bringing  them  in. 

Eetumed  to  our  Camps  that  night.    Which  is  the  General  in 
formation  we  are  able  to  give,  &  is  humbly  submitted  by 
Your  Honours  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant 

Robert  Eodgers. 

Sept  291"  1755. 

To  the  Hon^'*  Joseph  Blanchard  Esq.  Colo  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Reg'  In  the  Expedition  against  Crown  Point. 

May  it  please  your  Honour 

The  foregoing  is  a  report  of  Cap*  Robert  Rodgers,  under  your 
Direction,  sent  with  a  party  to  Toronduroque  to  Reconoitre  that 
post,  which  is  humbly  offered  by 

Your  most  humble  servant 

Joseph  Blanchard. 
Lake  George  29«'  Sep*  1755. 
To  the  Hon'''**  General  Johnson. 
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LIEUT.  LORD'S  REPORT 

Haid  Quarters  Camp  Lake  George  October 
A  Return  of  thepersedings  of  the  Detaichment  of  men  ordered 
on  the. Scout  under  the  Comand  of  Philip  Lord  on  Sunday  the 
4*''  of  October  we  marched  about  Teen  miles  to  the  Eastward  of 
this  incampment  and  so  sent  oute  parties  of  4  and  5  men  to  the 
South  Easte  and  North  Easte  and  so  Conteneued  Begining  as 
sun  as  it  was  Day  Light  for  the  Spase  of  3  Days  and  Returned 
with  oute  malting  aney  Discouerey  of  the  Inemy. 

-n  T         ^  Commander  of 

i'HiLiP  Lord  i  ,,       r.  ^     \      t 
I  the   Detachm'. 
To  Honoi'i*^  Gener'i  Jonson 


CAPT.  RODGERS'  REPORT. 


October  the  7'h  1755. 
In  the  Evening  Embarkt  by  order  from  the  Camp  at  Lake 
George  with  a  partey  of  aboute  50  men  To  make  Descouery  of 
the  french  at  Atianderogoe  &  wee  went  by  three  or  four  fires  & 
in  sixteen  miles  sailing  I  mist  one  Batoe  it  being  Dark  Could 
Not  find  it  went  on  with  the  Rest  of  the  Command  And  aboute 
brake  Day  landed  our  Batoes  on  y«  East  side  of  y*  Lake  Georg 
within  Twelve  miles  of  the  Caring  Place  at  atenderrogo  lay  their 
that'  Day  Made  No  Discouery  the  Eighth  Day  at  Evening 
Landed  our  Batoes  and  Boare  towards  Tianderrogoe  &  Deaeouerd 
a  fire  on  an  Island  put  to  land  k,  sent  of  a  burtch  Cannoe  to  see 
wliate  was  their  They  that  was  on  y=  Island  Deseouerd  y«  Can- 
noe St  Put  oute  their  fires  &  as  we  supposed  went  of  In  their 
Cannoe  then  went  Down  with  y^  Party  within  aboute  7  miles 
of  the  Cereing  place  &  landed  on  a  point  on  y^  west  side  of  y« 
lacke  George  and  Drewe  up  y«  Batoes  and  secuered  them  y«  9"^ 
at  morning  sent  off  Cap'  Putnam  with  one  man  and  Cap'  Hunt 
with  3  men  more  In  order  to  goe  to  y«  Carring  Place  and  Tiau- 
derogoe  and  make  Discouerys  their  &  Returne  to  the  Partey  at 
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Evening  Cap*  Hunt  Come  back  with  Two  men  at  Niglit  sent  of 
Ens"  Putiiam  with  three  men  and  ordered  them  to  maiie  what 
Discouery  they  Could  with  the  Borch  Conew  and  to  goe  to  the 
Cereing  Place  Tarry  their  all  Night  and  in  y^  morning  as  soon 
as  it  was  light  to  Come  Imck  To  their  Command  That  Night 
Discouei'i  Several  fires  on  ye  shoar  of  ye  lake  10"'  Day  Sun  lialf 
an  hour  highe  In  y«  morning  our  burcli  Canoe  Come  in  keept 
oute  Small  Scouts  by  land  and  Good  Guards 'for  fear  of  the 
Enemy  Coming  on  our  Backs  y^  Sun  aboute  3  hours  high  then 
came  up  3  burtch  Canoes  Came  by  y«  East  Shore  Came  within 
70  Rods  of  y^  Point  where  wee  were  weel  ambushed  for  them 
they  lay  on  their  oars  for  y«  Best  Part  of  an  oure  23  in  Number 
then  sent  oute  our  burtch  Canoe  to  Decoye  tiiem  up  by  the 
Point  our  Cannoe  went  Pariled  with  them  within  30  Rods  then 
turnd  and  Padeled  Back  up  by  y^  Point  But  they  Did  not  folow 
them  but  turnd  Down  y"  Lake  lialf  a  mile  and  boar  ouer  to  the 
west  shore  &  tlieir  landed  theii-  Cannoes  our  Gentry  and  small 
Scouts  Come  in  and  said  they  Discourd  Indians  and  heard  them 
talk  Cap'  Putnam  Instantly  Came  back  with  y«  account  y« 
Indians  were  on  our  Backs  wee  found  their  Parley  to  stronge 
for  us  to  Encounter  with  launch''  our  Batoes  and  sat  homewards 
15  miles  and  lodged  on  an  Island  y"  ll'i*  Day  we  arived  at  lake 
georg  the  Incampment  where  wee  looke  our  Departure  from 

Sir 

This  is  the  Most  Correct  account  of  my  agurnale  on  my 
Command  till  my  Retume  to  this  Place  this  with  all  the  Keporte 
of  my  Spies  I  sent  oute 

EOBART   EODGEI^. 

To  the  Honarble  William  Johnson  Esq' 
Commander  in  Chiefe  at  Lake  George 
Which  is  pi"esented  from 
Tr  Honnours  Most  obdiont  and  Humble  Servant 

(Endorsed)  A  Journal  of  Cap*  Rodgers'  Proceedings  with  a 
Command  on  Lake  Georg 

deliv'i  the  12  October  1755- 
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REPORT  OF  CAPT.  PUTNAM. 

SENT   BY    CAPT.    RODGERS   AS    A   SPY   TO   TIONDEKOGO. 

Oct''  9'^  1755.  Then  lift  Cap*  Eogers  upon  a  neck  of  Land 
upon  the  west  side  of  Lake  George  and  Set  out  towards 
tycoiidorogue  to  see  what  Discoveries  we  Could  make  and  after 
we  had  march''  about  7  or  8  miles  we  came  upon  a  Large 
Mountain  near  the  Heither  end  of  the  narrows,  and  when  we 
came  there  we  Could  make  no  Discovery  at  all  hut  after  sometime 
wee,  espyed  three  Barke  Cannoes  Drew  upon  the  Shore  upon  a 
point  of  Land  that  Ran  into  the  Lake,  and  then  wee  espyed  two 
Indians  Comeing  out  of  the  Bushes  toward  the  Cannoes,  after 
water,and  after  sometime  we  espyed  several  french  and  Indians  on 
the  East  aide  of  the  Lake  and  soon  after  that  we  heard  the  noise 
of  Cutting,  hewmg,  adsing,  and  sawing,  as  tho  there  was  a  Large 
Company  of  men  at  work,  and  by  their  talking  and  Laughing 
tlieir  was  amongst  them,  and  then  we  Espyed  about  thirty 
Indians  Came  out  of  the  Bushes  on  the  west  side  of  the  Lake 
on  the  point  within  a  large  musket  shot  of  us,  and  played  a  spell 
on  the  Beach,  and  then  Returned  into  the  Bush,  and  from  the 
point  Eastward,  their  was  almost  a  Continua]  fireing  and  barking 
of  Doggs  and  talliing  so  we  tho'  it  was  not  safe'  to  proceed  to 
Tycondarogue  and  so  Concluded  to  tarry  there  all  knight  and 
see  what  further  Discoveries  wee  Could  make  by  the  fires  in  the 
knight,  and  just  at  the  Dusk  of  the  evening  their  Came  four 
Cannoes  &om  the  East  and  went  to  the  west  side  of  the  Lake 
and  landed  on  the  point  where  the  others  were  incamped,  and 
Drew  up  their  Cannoes  on  y^  Shore  and  by  this  time  wee  began 
to  Discover  the  fires  on  the  point  and  on  the  East  side  of  the 
Lake,  but  Could  not  Discover  what  number  their  was,  because 
the  Bushes  were  so  thick  by  the  Lake  but  as  near  as  we  Could 
best  Judge  we  tho'  there  was  six  or  seven  hundred  by  the  fixes 
and  Guards  set  on  both  sides  the  Lake  and  about  Day  Brake, 
they  mustered  their  men  to  work  and  then  wee  Left  the  mountam 
and  Returned  to  Cap'  Rogers  on  the  point  and  when  we  Came 
within  sixty  or  seventy  Rods  of  the  point  we  Espyed  thu'teen 
Indians  pass  by  within  ten  Rods  of  us,  towards  the  point  where 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


::ouTS.  265 

we  left  Capt.  Rogers,  and  after  tliey  had  passed  by  us,  we  Came 
to  the  point  wliere  we  left  Cap*  Rogers,  and  found  all  well  this 
is  tlie  Chef  of  the  Discovery  and  best  acovnt  that  I  am  able  to 
give  Israel  Putnam 

To  Cap*  Rodgers 

The  Report  of  Captain  Putnen 
(Endorsed)  Capt  Pitmans  Report 

who  was  sent  by  Cap' 

Rodgers  as  a  Spy  to 

Tiondorogo 

deliyd  13  Oct'. 


REPORT  OF  CAPT.  HUNT. 

Lailre  gorge  October  the  9'h  1755. 
Left  Cap'  Rodgers  by  His  orders  to  go  to  tiandrogo  and  the 
Careing  place  and  maeke  Discovers  then  and  had  two  men  with 
me  and  Cap'  putnom  went  with  me  with  one  man  moore  and  we 
traveldDown  the  Laiiie  gorge  within  two  miles  of  the  Narro8.or. 
Careing  place  and  se  where  the  friencb  were  at  work  one  tlie 
Eas  Side  of  the  Lake  gorge  and  one  the  west  side  there  was  an 
Eincampment  of  Abovt  one  Hundred  Indiens  A  gainst  the 
friench  Eincarapmenta  and  tlie  whole  that  wage  one  both  sids 
of  the  Laike  we  Jvded  to  be  abont  7  or  8  Hondred  men  Heard 
the  shoot  sevrel  Gons  and ,  see  severel  Botos  Drawed  up  By 
ther  Eincampments  Left  Cap'  pvtnmn  and  one  man  to  geo  to 
tiandrogo  and  Betvrned  to  Aqvaint  ovr  Comand  of  what  DIsco- 
verey  we  Had  ma.de  Come  to  them  Abovt  Svn  Downe  this  Is  tlie 
Chef  that  I  can  say  Conserniii  the  Discovereys  that  I  made  who 
is  Sir  yovr  Hvmbl  Servent  Samll  Hunt 

To  Cap'  Rodgers 
(Endorsed)  Report  of  Cap'  Hunt 

sent  as  a  spy  to 

Tionderogo  by  Cap' 

Rodgers 

deliv<i  12  Octo'-.  1755 
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REPOKT  OF  ENSIGNE  PUTNAM. 

October  the  9"'  1755. 

I  left  Capten  Rodgers  by  His  ord'  to  geo  in  the  Borch  Conow 
to  make  Discovereys  of  the  fre  at  the  Careying  place  or  whair 
they  freiench  Incampments  was  sind  took  three  meu  witli  me 
wen  abovt  5  or  6  miles  downe  the  Laike  and  discovred  severel 
fiers  ooe  the  wes  side  of  the  Lai]ce  one  a  point  and  went  within 
twenty  Kods  of  tlie  fers  and  see  the  men  b)'  the  fiers  and  thee 
Espeyed  our  Conoo  and  made  Ratling  Atho  thee  ware  pvting 
ovt  after  us  we  mad  ove  to  the  East  shore  and  Lay  one  ovr  ors 
for  some  time  Expecting  the  Enemy  bvt  None  followed  then 
■went  Downe  by  there  fiers  abovt  one  Quarter  of  A  mile  and  see 
a  Lardge  in  Campment  on  the  East  Side  of  Abovt  A  thovsand 
men  as  we  Jvdged  they  spred  one  tlie  Laike  for  Half  A  mUe 
and  we  Come  back  twoards  ovr  Comand  one  mile  and  went  into 
A  Coue  and  Lay  till  Brak  of  Day  and  went  Downe  within  Half 
A  mile  of  tlie  fiers  and  tliem  friesh  and  then  returned  to  ovr 
Comand  whear  we  found  all  well  this  is  the  chefe  that  I  can  say 
Consarning  ovr  Discovery  Timothy  Pvtmvm. 

Laike  Gorge  to  Capten  Eodgers 


REPORTS  OF  JOHN  TAPLIN  AND  HENRY  BABCOCK. 
Lake  Gorge  October  the  10  1755 
I  marched  from  tMs  place  with  fifty  men  and  marched  a  Bout 
flue  or  six  mils  tothe  South  East  and  in  Camped  and  sent  out 
Scouts  toward  tlie  Soutli  Bay  and  toward  wood  Crik  and  we 
mad  No  descouery  of  any  Eanmy  and  Retomed  Home  tliis  Day 
October  tlie  13.  John  Taplin. 

Lake  George  Octo'  13,  1755 
A  Report  of  the  Scout  of  tlie  West  Side  of  the  Lake — Went 
out  the  10"!  Instant  with  50  men  reconnoitred  the  Woods  about 
10  or  12  miles  fi'om  the  Camp,  discovered  no  Enemy,  returned 
to  the  Camp  the  l^th. 

P''  Hekby  Baecock  Cap'  of  the  Scoot. 
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CAPT  SYMS'  KEPORT. 
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We  are  now  Incamped  about  three  miles  from  you  imedeately 
ofl  our  coming  here  wc  sent  out  two  Scouts,  both  came  in  and 
did  not  discover  any  thing  towards  Evening  I  posted  Century 
out  one  of  w''  was  sliot  and  scalp'^  a  hatched  was  left  in  his  head, 
SlialJ  be  glad  to  receive  your  farther  orders  some  of  my  men 
seem  friglitened  and  feai'  some  will  run  off  to  night  as  tbey  seem 
mucli  frightened  I  am 
Sir 
your  most  humble  servant 

WILLIAM   SYM9 

I  shall  stay  in  this  Place  till  I  receive  your  farther  orders. 
I  believe  some  fresh  hands  would  be  e 
To  General  Johnson 

at  Lake  George 


REPOKT  OF  LIEUT.  FONDA. 


Camp  at  Lake  George  14  Ocf  1755 
A  Report  of  the  Scout  under  my  Command  being  in  Number 
1  Sergint  and  12  Men — Agreeable  to  orders  Came  op  iirst  with 
the.  pat'ty  Commanded  by  Lut :  Van  Schaick  who  was  on  the 
return  back  to  this  Camp  and  asked  the  Reason  why  they  re- 
turned so  soon  or  why  tliey  had  not  proceded  as  an  accident  had 
happened  to  one  of  their  men  he  sayd  he  was  sick  and  uniit  to 
proced  on  which  I  left  him  and  Came  up  with  the  party  Com- 
manded by  CaptQ  Syms,  who  was  waiting  for  orders  on  which  I 
then  gave  Mm  the  orders  I  Received  from  gen"  Johnson  Aid  De 
Camp  to  March  forward  upon  which  all  Excepting  aU  to  Refused 
to  proced  and  then  I  asked  my  party  to  go  and  take  their 
Blauketts  and  provisions  which  they  Denied  Except  with  their 
own  Officers  and  I  then  Called  and  said  all  you  that  are  Cowards 
Come  and  He  take  y  names  Down  and  they  Come  so  thick  that 
I  Could  see  But  10  or  12  Left  of  the  whole  party  &  they  mostly 
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Consistmg  of  New  Yorkers  and  tlieni  asked  the  Commander  what 
he  woud  do  or  whether  he  understood  me  Hiat  lie  was  to  go 
forword  he  said  he  believed  he  would  Come  back  and  so  we  re- 
turned to  this  Camp 


CAPT.  SIMS'  REPORT. 


Monday  y«  13"i  Instant  Set  out  from  y  Camps  about  3,  o'the 
Cloclc  in  y«  afternoon  upon  Com^  with  Fifty  men  under  my 
Command  Travild  about  three  miles  upon  y=  West  of  ye  Lake 
and  sent  out  3  Scouts  according  to  orders  ;  and  Encamp''  3  of 
which  Performed  their  orders  and  retiun'd  without  any  Disco- 
very, But  thro'  mistake  the  officer  that  was  ordered  for  to  send 
y  North  Scout,  sett  only  a  Centery,  who  was  Placed  near  45 
Rods  from  ye  Encamp'  and  about  half  an  Hour  after  sunset  he 
was  fired  upon  as  near  as  We  could  Judge  by  a  Scout  from  y« 
Enemy  Cousisting  of  four  or  five  Indians,  upon  which  I  ordei-ed 
all  to  arms  and  to  pj-oceed  with  all  speed  to  y«  Place  where  ye 
fire  was  and  when  I  got  there  to  my  astonishra'  I  had.  hut  about 
15  men  witli  me,  I  Looked  Back  and  they  Cried  out  for  Gods 
sake  call  us  all  togeather  or  we  shall  be  cut  oil',  upon  which  I 
order'd  tliem  to  spread  and  march  in  a  half  moon  in  order  to 
Discover  y^  Ennemy  or  y°  oceation  of  y^  Fire  and  without 
Further  Discovery  But  ye  Loss  of  all  Except  about  sis  or  seven 
Living  men  which  was  with  me  and  my  Lieuten'  Then  Returned 
and  upon  our  Return  found  ye  Centery  kill'd  &  sculp'd  Took 
Mm  Down  to  ye  Camp  and  there  found  ye  Rest  of  my  men  In 
Great  Distress  Tying  up  their  Packs ;  upon  'which  I  Doubled  ye 
Guards  and  ordered  all  to  stand  their  Ground  upon  their  Perril 
where  I  with  Difficulty  kept  them  Till  Furth'  orders  from  your 
Hon'' upon  y«  Receipt  of  which  I  could  Prevail  upon  biit  13 
men  to  Proceed  Further  and  thei-efore  Judged  Best  and  most 
advisable  to  retiune  and  Report  y  Occation  of  my  not  Proceed- 
ing ye  Scout  out  as  I  have  Particularly  Infonned  your  Hon' 
Worthy  S'  I  now  sUnd   ready  upon  all  orders  to  Pursue  your 
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Comm'i*  to  a  Tittle  upon  my  Part,  Provided  I  can  have  such 
materials  as  are  fit  for  y«  Purpose,  and  When  Ever  I  fall  Lett 
me  be  stigmatizetl  I  Remain  Your  Hon"  Most  Dutiful  and  Ob' 
Humi"«  Serv' 

W«  Symijs. 
Camp  at  Lake  George 

Octob'32'i  1755. 
To  the  Hounorble  Will'"  Johnson  Esq 

Leut'  Genii  of  ye  Army  at  Lake 


EEPOKT  OF  CAPT.  RODGERS'  AND  GO'S  SCOUT. 

On  the  fourteenth  Day  of  October  1755  I  Embarked  in  a 
Burcli  Canoe  at  the  Camps  on  the  South  End  of  Lake  George 
witJi  Four  Men  beside  my  self  &  sailed  twenty  five  miles  &  Land 
ed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Lake  then  Traveled-  by  Land  and  on 
the  Eighteenth  Day  I  arived  on  the  Mountain  on  the  West  side 
of  Crown  point  there  I  lay  that  Night  and  all  the  next  Day  and 
observed  the  Enemys  motions  there  &  about  Crown  point  and 
observed  Ambuseers  Built  upon  the  Mount  about  TMrty  Rods 
To  the  Southwest  of  Crown  point  fort  in  the  Evening  went  Down 
To  the  Houses  that  was  built  upon  the  lake  to  the  South  of 
Crown  point  &  went  Into  a  barn  that  was  well  filld  with  wheat 
&  left  three  men  &  proceeded  with  one  man  To  make  further 
Diseoveiys  at  the  fort  and  found  a  good  place  To  ambush  witliin 
Sixty  Rods  of  the  fort  &  Imediatly  went  back  &.  took  oui"  part- 
ners &  ambBshd  at  the  proper  place  we  had  found  &  there  we 
lay  Till  about  Ten  of  the  Clock  &  observed  several  Canoes  pass- 
ing up  &  Down  the  Lake  &  sundry  men  that  went  out  To  work 
about  their  Secular  affairs  Si  Judged  the  whole  that  was  in  the 
fort  to  be  about  five  Hundred  at  length  a  french  man  Came  out 
of  the  fort  Towards  us  without  Ma  Gun  &  Came  within  fifteen 
Rods  of  where  we  lay  then  I  with  another  man  Run  up  to  him 
In  order  to  Captivate  him — But  he  Refused  To  Take  Quarter  so 
we  kill,d  him  and  Took  of  his  Scalp  in  plain  sight  of  the  fort 
then  Run  and  in  plain  veiw  about  Twenty  Rods  &  made  our 
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same  Night  we  Came  Kight  West  of  Tianarago  about 
three  Miles  and  upon  a  Mountain  in  plain  sight  of  their  fort  & 
see  large  Ineainpments  Roimd  it  &  lieaid  a  vast  number  of  smal 
arms  fired  Judged  there  To  be  Two  Thousand  men  at  Tiaiiarago 
&  on  the  Twenty  first  Day  Got  To  Our  Canoes  about  Eight  of 
the  Clock  in  the  Morning  &  found  all  safe  &  about  ^fine  of  the 
Clock  in  tlie  Evening  Arived  all  well  at  our  Encampments 
■where  we  set  out. 

The  above  account  is  the  Cheif  Discovery  that  we  made  at 
Crown  point  &  Tianaragoe. 
To  the  Honourable  William  John-  "l 
son  Esq''  Commander  in  Cheif  of 

the  Forces  at  Lake  George  this  [     Jonathan  Butteefield 
presented  By  Tour  Honours  Most 
Humble  Serv*  J 

(Endorsed)     Cap'  Rodgers  &C°s  AeC  of  Scout 
to  Crown  Point 
rec'd  22  Octo''  1755 


Robert  Rodgers 


Israel  Putnam 


CAPT.  DOLITTLE'S  JOURNAL  OF  HIS  SCOUT  TO  TIONDOROGO. 

Octobf  Si'ii  1755  after  a  tedias  march  over  hills  and  holes  we 
Indeavoitred  to  Disscover  y*  french  on  this  side  of  y*  Carrying 
Place  but  Could  not  hear  any  of  y*  Choping  or  Shooting  or  Drura- 
ing  we  went  Down  To  y"  Lake  but  Could  not  Disscover  them 
Then  we  Proceeded  farther  To  Tioudaroga  where  we  had  a  fare 
View  of  y^  frenoh  a  little  before  son  set  They  ware  at  work 
Clearing  of  Land  and  Choping  of  Timber  they  have  Cleared  a 
Pint  of  Land  that  Looks  East  a  Cross  the  Water  that  Runs  from 
Lake  George  and  y«  South  Bay  which  is  To  appearance  but  littlt 
more  than  Quarter  of  a  Mile  a  Cross  they  have  built  no  fort  as  I 
could  Disscerne  neither  have  they  any  Great  Guns  that  I  could 
see  we  Lay  ail  night  within  about  a  mile  of  them  saw  them  Light 
up  y  fires  and  Beat  y«  Drams  there  appears  to  be  about  150 
Tents  somesmall  Boarded  Housen  there  may  [be]  about  100  men  as 
near  as  I  Can  Gess  we  Designii  to  view  y™  y^  nest  morning  but 
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was  Prevented  by  y«,  snow  filling  y^  ai-e  we  then  Proceeded  Back 
on  ys  35tii  ^  Ojsscoyer  y  french  on  this  side  y«  Carring  Place 
if  Possable  we  went  to  the  Lake  but  not  near  y™  but  Dissern  y« 
Buildings  but  could  not  Disscover  y^  strength  nor  numbers  but 
saw  that  it  was  on  ye  west  side  of  y"  Lake  at  a  verey  Narrow 
Place  y«  nest  morning  we  Determini^  to  make  larther  Disscoverey 
but  was  Prevented  by  a  thick  fogg  our  Provision  being  spent 
Could  tarrey  no  Longer  God  knows  wheatber  Ever  we  Get  home 
if  we  Do  I  would  Humbly  Present  these  fow  Lines  to  Geni  Wm. 
Johnson 
Kecd  280"  Oct.  1755. 


CAPT.  REED'S  REPORT. 


26  ot  October  1755  in  obedience  to  my  orders  I  marched  with 
50  men  5  or  6  miles  North  Est  from  this  Camp  .made  no 
Discouery  of  Any  Enemy  and  Set  out  Sentreys  and  in  camped. 

27  D^y  Sent  out  a  Scout  of  4  men  About  Day  Brake  and 
Sundery  more  Scouts  after  them  the  furst  Scout  Did  not  Return 
whilst  2  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  and  thay  said  that  thay 
Descoured  A  path  whare  thay  thought  the  Enemy  had  pest  gon 
A  Long  towards  wood  Crick. 

28  Jest  as  the  Day  Brock  I  went  out  with  4  men  and  trauiled 
2  or  3  miles  North  Est  and  Came  to  a  Camp  which  Looked  vai'ey 
New  and  Judged  to  be  made  bj  the  Enemey  and  we  went  in  and 
thare  fier  was  not  all  out  But  we  Judged  that  they  had  begon  2 
oners  or  more  and  they  trauiled  Right  North  and  maid  A  Larg 
Road  then  I  Returned  to  our  Camp  and  sent  out  a  Scout  of  10 
men  which  folowred  that  Road  3  miels  and  then  thay  Could  Not 
folow  No  futher  for  the  Enemey  Scatrad  so  that  thay  could  not 
tel  which  way  they  went  and  then  thay  Returned  to  the  Camp 
out  other  Scouts  mad  no  Desoovery. 

29  Day  Send  out  Sundery  Scouts  which  mad  No  Discovery 
of  Any  Enemey  and  then  we  all  marched  for  this  Camp  and  on 
our  Return  made  no  Descovery  of  any  Enemey  Nor  No  New 
sins.  'James  Reed  Cap'. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPT.  RODGEPS  &  CO. 

OF   THEIR   SKIRMISH   WITH   THE   ENEWYS   ADVANCED   GDAHD. 

May  it  Please  your  Honour 

Pursuant  to  your  Orders  of  y  29tb  of  October  Last  I  set 
off  with  y«  Party  to  me  ordered  and  Went  Down  j^'  Lake 
and  ye  31=t  made  a  Discovy  of  a  nomber  of  fires  By  night 
Scituated  on  a  Point  of  Laud  on  y«  West  Side  of  ye  Lake, 
upon  Which  we  Landed^  and  Secured  our  Battoes  upon  ■  y« 
Same  Side  of  y«  Lake  about  a  mUe  &  lialf  Distance  iVora  their 
Encampment,  Nest  morning  Sent  out  Spies  for  furtlier  Discovery, 
in  yo  Evening  Capt  TJetcher  one  of  y^  Spies  retuni'd  Leaving  3 
of  ye  Spies  there,  and  made  Report  y*  there  was  four  Tents  and 
Sundry  Small  fires  on  S'^  Point,  and  upon  y*  after  Consultation 
it  was  Concluded  advisable  to  acquaint  your  Honour  of  our 
Discovery  and  Reinforce  us  if  you  thought  advisable  in  order  to 
Proceed  further  and  Make  a  Push  upon  our  Enemy,  accordingly 
Cap'  Fletcher  was  Dispatchii  to  you  with  Six  men  in  y"  Battoe 
and  Six  being  return'd  as  Invaleeds  Leving  me  with  nineteen 
men  only,  but  being  «n  Easie  with  the  Report,  I  took  a  Battoe 
with  5  men '  and  went  Down  within  35  Rods  of  tlieir  Fires 
Discovered  a  Small  Fort  with  Several  Small  Log  Camps  within 
y=  Fort  which  I  Judged  to  Contain  about  ^  of  an  acre  Said  Fort 
being  open  towards  ye  Wa.ter  The  rest  Picketted.  Made  no 
further  Discovery  there  and  Returnd  to  My  Party,  found  all 
well  except  Cap*  Putnam  and  ye  Spie  with  Mm,  who  was  not 
returned,  The  next  Morning  about  10  o  the  Clock  Capt  Putnam 
return'd  and  y«  Spie  with  him  who  Gave  much  the  Same  ace'  as 
above  Saving  y*  y«  Enemies  Centrys  was  sett  20  Rods  from  y 
Fires  and  for  a  more  Crittical  examination  of  y=  Enemies 
Proceedings  he  went  forward  till  he  Came  so  nigh  y'  he  was 
fixed  upon  by  one  of  y*  Centeries  within  a  Rod  of  him,  But 
unfortunately  upon  Preparing  to  Fire  upon  liim  feU  into  a  Clay 
Pit  and  Wett  his  Gun  made  y«  Best  retreat  he  was  able,  hearing 
y«  Enemy  Close  to  their  Heels,  jt  made  a  Tack  &  Luckely 
escapd  Safe  to  Our  Party,  Soon  after  there  was  a  Discovery  made 
of  two  Frenchmen  upon  a  Hill  a  Small  Distance,  who.  Called  to 
us,  said  Hill  overlooked  our  ambush,  in  a  few  minutes  they 
retreated,  and  Two  Canoes  appeai'ed  and  went  by  us  &  Lay  In 
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ye  middle  of  y"  Lake  about  40  Rods  Distance  from  Each  other, 
rinding  by  y''  Behaviour,  there  was  a  Party  Coming  by  Land 
yt  we  must  inevitably  be  between  2  Rres. 

Upon  Which  I  ordered  Two  Battoes  into  y«  Water  Leu'  Grimt 
with  6  men,  and  I  went  into  y«  other  with  6  more  ,&  Put  on 
Board  Each  a  Wall  peice  and  Went  out  towards  y*>  Canoes,  who 
seemed  to  Ly  upon  their  Paddles  as  tho'  they  had  a  Design  to 
Decoy  us  into  some  mischief  by  their  Party  y'  was  Designed  to 
Surround  our  People  on  Shore,  and  then  attack  us  by  keeping 
us  between  y™  an  their  Land  party  finds  there  Designe  attack- 
ed them  first  put  y"  to  y"  Rout  and  surprised  so  y*  they  made 
to  y*  shore  Where  Cap>  Putnam  with  y«  rest  of  our  Party  Lay, 
but  unhappy  to  y"  he  was  Prepared  for  y"  shot  and  kiU'd  y' 
Cockson;  and  by  our  Wall  Peices  &c;  kill'd  Divers  of  y"'  Butt 
upon  his  fireing  upon  y  Canoe,  Immeadiatly  y^  Enemy  Upon 
that  was  upon  his  Back  fired  upon  and  had  but  Just  time  to 
Shove  his  Battoe  into  y«  Water,  and  Gett  into  Before  y^  Enemy 
appeared  upon  ye  Waters  Edge  and  Made  a  Brisk  iire  upon  him 
Shot  Tliro'  his  Blanket  in  Divers  Places,  and  thro'  y"  Battoe 
and  then  made  to  our  Battoes  for  refuge,  upon  his  Escape  we 
pursued  y^  Cannoes  with  a  constant  fije-ilpon  them  till  we  came 
within  Eighty  Rods  of  y"^  fires,  Discovered  a  nomber  of  men 
upon  Each  Side  of  y^  shore  within  about  40  Rods  of  i^  Gave 
ym  Each  a  Broad  side  which  put  y™  to  y^  Bush,  and  Gave  us  a 
Clear  Passage  Homewards  and  after  we  Got  fairly  into  y  Lake  Lay 
upon  Our  Oarsand  Inquired  after  the  Circomstaaces  of  y«  Party 
Found  none  kdled,  but  one  Wounded  which  Gave  Joy  to  all  of  us 
after  so  Long  an  Engagement  which  I  Judge  was  near  3  Hours  &c : 

And  Then  we  made  y*  Best  of  our  Way  to  our  Head  quarteis 
about  half  Way,  We  met  With  y«  Reinforcem* — But  upon  Con- 
sultation, Thought  Best  to  report  What  had  happend  Without 
further  proceeding,  and  accordingly  arrived  here  to  y^  En- 
campm'  ye  ^^  Instant — ^All  which  is  Hum  Submitted  by  your 
DutyfuH  Serv".  Robert  Rodgers 

Camp  at  Lake  George  Nov  3^  1755.  Israel  Putkam 

(Endorsed)     Report  of  Cap'  Rodgers  &Co      Noah  Grant.' 
of  their  Skirmish  with  the 
Enemys  advanced  Guard 
recedS  Nov''  1755 
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REPORT  OF  CAPT.  BILLING. 

Lake  George  Nov  y«  2  1755 
I  y^  subscriber  Beeiiig  ordered  With  a  number  of  men  to  Go 
Near  y°  Narrows  to  Join  Cap'  Rogers  and  his  men  but  on  my 
way  their  I  met  Cap*  Rogers  Eetuming  home  he  Beejing  Dis- 
couer'd  by  a  Party  of  the  Enemy  &  attacked  &  thought  Best  to 
Return  to  ye  Camp  &  I  also  Returned  Back  With  him  by  hia 
Desire. 

Roger  Billing  Gap'. 


REPORT  OF  CAPT  ANGELL 


Camp  Lake  George  Novem'n'  3  ;  1755. 

Report  of  my  Procedinga  on  a  Scout  Towards  Tenondorogo. 

So  according  to  your  Orders  of  the  31  of  Ocf  Last  I  put  of 
from  the  Camp  in  the  Eyening  of  the  same  Day  about  four  miles 
Down  the  Lake  I  saw  a  fier  on  the  West  Shoar  and  went  Nigh 
to  it  being  Informed  by  the  people  With  me  that  Our  Scouts 
Commonly  made  fiers  Near  that  place  I  Proceeded  about  Seven 
Miles  from  hear  I  saw  a  fier  on  the  East  Side  on  a  Neck  of  Low 
Land  and  passed  it  at  sum  Distance  about  fourteen  Miles 
from  hear  I  saw  a  fier  on  the  West  Shoar  Which  I  passed  at  two 
or  three  miles  Distance  So  Proceeded  Down  the  Lake  tel  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Wind  Blew  fresh  and  Rained  and 
was  very  Dark  I  being  unserten  how  far  Wee  had  got  Down  the 
Lake  put  on  Slioar  hall'd  up  the  Canoe  and  staid  til  morning  then 
found  that  we  liad  not  got  Witliin  Seven  or  Eight  Miles  of  the 
Narrows  Concluded  to  travel  that  Day  by  Land  accordingly  at 
Eight  o'clock  I  satt  out  Lent  Waterbery  and  one  man  more  and 
Left  two  men  with  the  Canoe  Wee  Traveled  ti!  Past  Noon  along 
the  sides  of  Mountains  allmost  Impasable  and  got  on  the  top  of 
a  very  high  Mountain  Where  I  liad  a  fine  Prospect  of  this  Lake 
and  of  the  Mountains  on  Champlainel  judged  Wee  had  gotabout 
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five  miles  by  four  hours  hard  traveling  I  allso  .thought  I  could 
see  all  from  their  by  the  Looks  of  the  Land  Within  aLittle  Waya 
of  the  Narrows  and  Judged  I  Could  see  aney  advantagous 
ground  this  side  the  Narrows  Where  tlie  Enemy  Would  be  lO^ely 
to  post  their  Guard  I  could  see  no  Smoak  only  at  a  great  Distance 
towards  Champlain  Which  I  Judged  the  Products  of  the  Camp 
at  Carelon  finding  the  Mountains  so  Bad  to  pass  Concluded  to 
Return  to  the  Canoe  and  go  Down  the  Lake  that  Night  about 
Eight  miles  if  I  Did  not  Discouer  aney  Enemy  Soner  acordingly 
I  did  and  at  Dark  Lanched  the  Canoe  and  Preceded  it  Rained 
and  Was  very  Dark  so  I  could  have  seen  aney  Light  a  great  Dis- 
tance wee  padled  Down  the  Lake  about  tliree  hours  got  where 
the  Lake  was  very  Narrow  Could  Discouer  no  Light  Judged 
I  had  got  By  wliere  the  party  was  posted  acording  to  what 
Information  I  had  had  Looked  at  it  not  Safe  to  Land  there  that 
Night  as  it  was  so  Near-  the  Enemys  Camp  knowing  Capt  Rogers 
had  been  thar  a  Day  or  two  before  and  that  Likely  he  Might 
have  alarmed  them  and  that  by  that  means  they  Might  auoyd 
keeping  fires  in  Order  to  Lay  in  Wate  for  an  opurtunity  to  Dis- 
couer our  Spies  I  Judged  that  If  I  should  be  Discouered  in  the 
Day  time  that  it  was  more  than  an  Equil  Chance  to  be  taken  So 
taking  Every  Circumstance  into  Consideration  Looked  at  itBeter 
to  Return  unsuocessfuU  then  to  Run  So  Big  Risk  of  being 
Discouered  as  I  Looked  at  it  I  must  Land  there  and  stay 
a  notlier  Day  about  ten  0  Clock  that  Night  Sett  out  for  hoome 
where  I  arrived  about  12  0  Clock  the  next  Day  all  Well 

Sam  Angell. 
To  Major  Gener  Johnson 


(Endorsed)    Lake  George  Nov  3.  1755 
Cap*  Angells  Letter 
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THE  REPORT  OF  JAMES  CONNOK 

OF  COL.  COCKCKOFTS  BEG'  WHO  WENT  IN  A  BATTOE  WITH  5  MEN 
MOKE  TO  DISCOVER  THE  POSTURE  OF  THE'  ENEMYS  ADVANCED 
GUARD   ON   LAKE    GEORGE. 

Parted  from  the  Camp  5  Nov  in  the  Evening  &  lay  by  near 
the  mouth  of  the  first  narrow  tliat  night — All  next  day  lay- still, 
till  Evening ab'  7  a  Clock,  thep  went  on  &  ab'-lO  discovered  one 
of  the  Enemys  advanced  Fires  on  the  East  shore,  proceeded  & 
came  in  between  3  of  their  Flank  Fires,  then  went  in  upon  their 
main  Fire  &  discovered  them  releiving  their  Sentrys  w=ii  were  5 
in  number  then  returned  about  4  miles  in  the  middle  of  the  Lake, 
put  iu  on  the  East  Shoar  into  a  little  Creek  &  lay  there  that  niglit 

The  7  Inst  in  tlie  Morning  he  &  two  men  went  by  Land  & 
concealed  themselves  in  some  Spruce  Slirubs  where  the  Enemy 
had  been  felling  some  Timber  ab'  5  Rod  from  the  Lake  side  w""* 
is  there  about  300  yards  wide,  saw  the  Enemy  come  down  to 
I3ie  West  side  of  the  Lake  &  carry  away  some  Timber  w^h  lay 
there  floating  &  carried  it  up  to  their  Encamp'  upon  handspikes, 
heard  Workmen  Chopping  &.  hamering.  Saw  the  Guards  from 
the  Two  Advanced  Fires  upon  the  Lake  side,  come  in,  in  Two 
Birch  Canoes,  each  of  w^  contained  12  or  13  men.  Saw  no 
Indians,  discovered  a  Ereast  work  round  their  Incamp'  with 
pickets  put  up  like  ours  here,  &  several  Log  houses  within  it  & 
suppose  there  may  be  between  150  or  160  men  there,  lay  there 
til  it  began  to  rain  hard  &  the  Enemy  left  off  working  w^^  judge 
was  between  10  &  11  a  Clock  yesterday  morning,  then  came 
away  &  joined  the  other  men  at  the  Eattoe  lays  still  till  about 
12  a  Clock  at  night,  then  set  off  for  this  Gamp,  about  3  this 
morning  struck  up  a  little  fire  upon  a  small  Island  ab'  20  miles 
from  hence  about  half  an  hour  aliterwards  heard  a  whooping  of 
Indians  on  tlie  East  side  of  the  Lake  kept  a  strict  watch  till  Day 
breat  when  the  whooping  was  repeated  more  stronly,  then  set 
off  in  the  Eattoe  homewards  &  made  no  further  Discoveries. 
Camp  at  Lake  George  8  Nov  Afternoon  taken  by  me 

Peter  Weaxall 
(Endorsed)  The  Report  of  lames  Connor 
relating  to  the  Enemys 
Advanced  Guard. 
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A  HEPOET   OF    THE   SCOUT    TO  THE  N.   E.    OF  THIS 
INCAMPMENT. 

Camp  at  Lake  George  S'''  Nov''  1755 
Having  according  to  Orders  Gone  tlie  Distance  w''  we  Reach'd: 
the  6'i>  sent  out  Two  Scouts  Imediatelj  one  for  Soutli  Bay  the 
other  for  wood  Crick,  the  one  that  went  to  wood  Crick  returnd 
the  same  Evening  and  acquainted  me  they  had  Discoverd  Newly 
beating  Tracts  to  the  s^  w*  upon  w''  on  the  7""  at  day  break 
sent  four  y*  same  way  to  reach  the  falls  of  wood  Creek  But 
being  a  Rainy  day  &  having  no  Compass  within  they  went  about 
S  E  as  nigh  as  I  can  judge  from  their  Information,  and  In  the 
Close  of  the  Evening  Came  up  with  a  Tract  Just  Trod  which 
they  Immediately  follow'd  :  &  not  Long  before  they  discoverd 
the  Rise  of  a  smoke  from  a  small  hutt  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  they 
made  a  halt  &,  Conchided  to  send  one  forwarded  to  make  what 
discoverys  he  Cdu'd  (the  other  lay  in  ambush  abt  30  rod  off)  on 
his  Coming  near  he  Discovered  Seven  Nigh  the  fire  Three 
french  and  four  Indians.  On  w""  he  returned  to  his  party  and 
Acquainted  them  of  their  Numbers,  upon  vi^  they  Concluded 
that  as  soon  as  it  was  Dark  to  go  &  attack  'em  :  in  the  mean 
Time  the  person  tliat  Had  made  the  discovery  went  &  Lay  to 
watcli  'era  to  see  if  they  sett  any  Sentrys  :  he  had  not  sett  Long 
before  it  Grew  Dark :  and  he  Discoverd  four  of  'em  Come'g 
witliin  a  Rod  or  Two  of  him,  &  having  a  Great  Cold  Could  not 
refrain  Coughing :  w^  he  did  at  th^  Time,  with  his  hand  to  his 
mouth  as  the  first  of  the  four  Came  across  him  ;  upon  •w''  he 
thinking  they  had  discoverd  him.  He  fires  on  him  &  he  Dropt  & 
Scremd  out  Bitterly  he  Imediately  made  to  the  party  &  they 
went  of  from  the  place  &  return'd  to  me  this  morning  at  Ten 
o  Clock ;  the  Scout  that  went  to  South  Bay  having  reached  it, 
Stay'd  some  Time  To  make  what  Discovery  they  Coud.  But 
returned  not  having  Discoverd  anything — Nothing  more  that's 
material  has  happen'd 

Micb''  Thodby. 
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1755.  Nov  2''.  Encamped  upon  akrge  Mountnin  near  the  Lake; 

Sfi.  Stili  keeping  to  the  westward  of  Lake  George  along  the 
mountains,  and  encamped  upon  a  mountain  calld  Tekaghwean- 
garaneghton,  lieard  firing  in  the  Woods  but-  conld  not  come  up 
with  any  Parties  tho  came  upon  several  Tracks;  imagining  to  be 
hunting  Parties. 

4'"'.  Discovered  a  French  Guard  of  abt:  30  or  40  men  who 
had  two  Hutts  upon  a  Point  of  the  Lake,  theylook'd  for  a  place 
of  Ambush  and  encamped  so  near  the  Guard  that  they  heard 
them  speak; 

5*.  Laid  stiU  trying  to  get  a  scalp 

Q'^.  Went  to  the  Road  which  goes  along  the  Water  side 
towards  Tiyondaroga  in  Order  to  get  a  scalp  but  no  Body  pass'd 
and  they  returned,  and  built  up  a  small  fire  some  Distance  from 
that  Guard,  at  night  observd  the  fires  of  an  Encampment  so 
bright  that  it  appeard  to  them  Uke  Day. 

7'*'.  In  tlie  Morning  resolvd  tn  discover  the  Encampment 
nearer  accordingly  they  went,  and  found  it  to  their  surjiriz  and 
amazement  so  large  that  they  never  seen  the  like  and  the 
Encanip'  at  this  Lake  was  nothing  in  Comparison  did  not  see 
any  Indians  in  the  Encampm'  returned  to  the  Place  of  Ambush. 

8'''.  Laid  there  this  Day  for  a  scalp 

9.  Provision  growing  short  resolvd  to  return  and  report  their 
Discovery 

10.  Travelled  hack 

11.  In  the  Evening  arrived  at  the  Camp. 


A  REPORT  OF  THE  SCOUTT  TO  THE  EASTWARD. 

Lake  George  ISH'  Nov"^  1755. 
having  marcht  ah'  Twenty  five  miles  to  the  Eastw"  of  this 
Camp  being  hinderd  by  the  Eain  from  going  farther,  Sent  Sever- 
all   advanc'd  Scoutts;  But  none  of  us'  Discoverd  any  thing 
Nothing  more  has  happen'd.  Peitfji  Ef.cker 

To  Ma-ior  Gen"  Johnson. 
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KEPORT  OF  SERGT.  THOMPSON. 

Serg'  Thompson  of  the  Rliode  Island  veg*  Went  down  the  Lake 
yesterday  with  a  Battoe  &  4  Men  between  6  &  7  a  Clock  in  the 
Evening  rowed  ab'  4  hours  came  to  a  little  Island  ab'  8  miles  off 
halted  struck  up  a  little  Fire  &  eat  some  victuals  wlien  Connor 
in  his  Buttoe  joined  them,  then  set  off  &  stopped  at  a  little  Island 
ah*  one  Mile  on  this  side  the  first  Narrows,  there  went  ashoar 
&  reconnoitred  it,  thus  went  round  it  twice  in  a  Battoe  by  w^ 
time  it  was  ab*  Sunrise,  thus  supposed  were  discovered  by  the 
Enemy,  for  immediately  a  large  white  Flag  was  hoisted  on  a 
point  of  the  Mam  Land  on  the  East  side  of  the  Lake  from  hence 
not  above  a  Mile  from  where  we  were  &  is  one  of  the  points  of 
Land  w=''  makes  the  narrows  w«''  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  above 
40  yards  wide,  the  Flag  continued  flying  till  we  were  out  of 
sight.  Connor  thinks  the  Flag  was  7  or  8  Miles  from  the  Island 
where  they  discovered  it. 

They  say  that  to  the  Northward  of  the  s"!  White  Flag,  they 
El  large  Smoak  w<^ii  appeared  to  be  a  Mile  long. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCOUTS  TO  SOUTH  BAY. 

Lake  george  November  y^  15"'  1755  then  set  out  a  Scout  with 
two  of  y^  Mohawk  officers  and  two  of  their  Indians  and  three  of 
my  men  went  towards  y^  South  Bay  to  See  wliat  Descovery  we 
Could  make  of  an  army  Comming  against  us  and  traveled  about 
East  South  East  til  we  came  where  our  advance  guai'd  goes  and 
finding  their  Camps  But  no  body  there  we  Stil  Stered  about  j" 
Same  Course  til  night  Came  on  &  we  Lookt  out  for  a  Conveniant 
Place  to  Camp  and  there  Campt  y^  Next  morning  we  Sent  out 
three  Scouts  &  when  they  Returned  one  of  them  thought  he  saw 
a  smoak  &  a  nother  heard  a  gun  &  tlien  we  set  out  toward  where 
they  thought  they  see  the  Smoak  and  heard  y"  gun  and  there 
we  Stopt  and  Sent  out  Scouts  to  see  wliat  Descovery  they  Could 
make  who  Returned  and  made  no  Descovery  and  then  we  set 
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out  about  y«  same  Course  and  traveled  til  Sun  about  one  hour 
high  and  there  we  Left  a  party  and  went  to  y«  South  Bay  to  see 
what  Discovery  we  Could  make  and  marcht  about  two  miles 
Down  y«  Bay  &  made  no  Discovery  of  y^  Enimy  that  was  new. 
But  Saw  a  LiU'ge  Body  of  Ducks  and  gees  and  then  we  Returned 
to  y"  party  and  Lookt  out  a  Conveniant  place  to  Camp  and  as 
Soon  as  Day  Light  appeard  we  Set  out  to  y'  Bay  again  with  a 
party  to  see  what  Descovery  we  Could  make  and  marcht  Down 
y«  Bay  about  three  miles  and  saw  no  Enimy  but  saw. Large  Tn- 
campments  where  they  Landed  their  Battos  and  then  we  Returned 
to  y«  party  and  found  all  well  and  then  we  set  out  back  again  to 
y  Came  house  and  marcht  til  about  Sun  about  one  hour  high 
and  tlien  we  Came, upon  another  Large  incampment  that  y« 
Enimy  had  maid  and  then  we  marcht  about  half  a  mile  &  Came 
upon  y^  tract  of  four  Enimy  which  we  supposed  to  be  going  to 
fourt  Edward  and  then  we  msu-cht  homeward  about  thi'ee  miles 
where  we  incampt  that  night  next  morning  we  Set  out  home  t6 
our  Camp  and  found  all  well. 

Israel  Putnam  Capt 
Stephen  Schuyler 
(Endorsed)    Report  of  Cap'  Putnam  &.  Conip* 
Scoiit  to  South  Bay. 


LIEUT.  WATERBURY'S  REPORT. 

November  the  15  Day  A  D  1755 
Set  out  on  a  Cout  In  a  Botto  Ey  his  honere  ordors  Jeneral 
Jonson  his  honers  borders  Was  for  three  Battos  and  twenty  for 
Men  Bot  When  Came  to  Be  Redy  to  Go  one  third  Declind  to 
proseed  and  So  I  Set  of  With  2  Battos  and  16  men  a  Bout  seuen 
a  Clock  at  Night  and  proseded  til  I  came  a  Boue  the  first  Naros 
and  sloped  on  a  Island  for  to  Best  and  Coming  to  Examin  of  the 
popel  What  prouison  tlie  liad  I  found  Scasity  for  one  half  for 
the  tim  I  Desined  to  Be  Gon  so  I  thot  proper  to  Send  Back  one 
Batto  and  half  of  the  Men  and  take  the  other  prouison  and  So 
prosed  Mot  With  Standing  I  had  Box  one  third  of  the  Strengh 
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perposed  By  his  honer  on  the  16  Day  of  Instant  I  lay  Stil  til 
Sonset  and  then  I  Set  out  for  a  Dis  Couery  and  Did  prosed  as  far 
as  the  Naros  What  the  sdvansed  party  Lay  the  Night  Being  uery 
Light  I  Sopos  they  Discouer  us  forst  for  We  Was  Betwen  tlie 
Moon  and  they  and  I  sopos  a  Bout  tliree  quartor  of  a  Mild  Dis- 
tans  When  forst  Discouered  Bov  us  We  Lay  a  Spel  to  Consider 
What  was  Best  Bot  they  Son  Let  us  Noy  they  Was  a  Wake  By 
fiering  a  Larem  Gon  and  the  other  party  anserd  them  and  It 
Was  the  General  uote  of  the  popel  to  Retorn  By  Being  Dis 
Couered  and  for  Want  of  provison  for  We  had  Not  any  at  all 
So  We  Retorned  With  sped  and  Mad  No  other  Discouery  of 
Enymy  and  We  Got  In  on  the  17  Day  a  Bout  12  a  Clock  To  the 
onrabel  Jenerael  Jonson  Estjuire  Commander  and  Chef  of  the 
army  at  Lake  Gorg  this  Gout  proseded  By  David  Waterbery  L* 
(Endorsed)     Report  of  Lieut  Waterhury 

of  the  Enemy  at  the  Narrows.     17  Nov. 


ORDERS  TO  LIEUT.  RODGERS. 
You  are  to  proceed  with  the  party  under  your  command  to 
Tiondorogo  in  order  view  the  posture  &  strength  of  the  Enemy 
as  distinctly  as  you  possibly  can.  If  you  find  the  Enemy  a 
considerable  Body  you  are  to  dispatch  Two  of  your  party  hither 
with  an  ace*  &  proceed  with  the  rest  to  Crown  Point  where  you 
are  to  make  all  the  discoveries  you  can  &  if  possible  to  take  a 
Prisoner. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  16  day  of  Nov' 
at  y«  Camp  at  Lake  George  1755. 
(Endorsed)  Orders  to  Lieu*  Rodgers 
16  Nov-  1755. 


REPORTS  OF  LlEUTTs  RODGERS  &  CMUS. 

3y  Orders  of  the  Honbie  Major  General  Johnson  Lieut'  Rod- 
gers &.  Claus  made  the  following  Discoveries  at  Diontarogo  & 
Crown  Point 

1755  Nov'  16">  In  the  Evening  sat  off  in  a  Battoe  with  2 
Mohawk  Ind^  and  one  of  the  Newliampshire  Men,  came  that 
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Night  as  far  as  the  hirge  Bay  of  the  Lake,  att  12  or  14  miles 
from  the  Camp  where  we  Lay  that  Night. 

l?**"  Travelled  on,  discovered  nothing. 

18"'  Ditto,  heard  3  Canon  fired  ab'  2  or  3  o  Clock  afternoon. 

19*1'  8b'4  in  the  afternoon  came  where  the  french  advanced 
Guard  keeps,  Lieu'"  Eodgers  &  Claua  with  an  Indian  went  on 
top  of  a  mountain  opposite  the  Liontorogo  Camp,  w'here  they 
discovered  at  the  foot  of  it  the  french  advance  Guard,  seen  them 
walk  upon  tlie  Beech  judged  their  Number  abt  40  or  50. 

Observed  the  Smoke  of  Diandorogo  Camp  to  be  at  the  same 
Place  Cap";  Rodgers  discovered  it,  but  the  Ind"*  said  it  was  then 
not  to  be  compared  to  tlie  smoke  he  seen  when  tliere  a  few  Days 
before,  heard  frequent  firing  of  Guns  &,  Drums  beating  staid  till 
dark,  &  then  went  back  to  our  Company. 

20'*'  Early  in  the  morning  all  of  us  went  further  down  towards 
Diondarago  ab^  2  miles  from  where  we  encampd  and  coming  to  a 
mountain  opposite  the  Camp  went  up  k  laying  there  a  little 
while  heard  a  Gun  neai  us  tried  to  come  up  to  it  but  found  it  to 
be  at  the  advance  Guard. 

Hendrick  the  Indian  with  Lieu'  Clans  went  upon  an  Eminence 
of  the  Mountain  to  view  the  french  Camp,  but  the  Ind"  was 
surprised  to  find  such  an  alteration  for  he  said  tlie  smoke  he 
seen  when  there  last  was  much  larger  and  he  could  not  but 
thinck  the  greatest  part  maichd  off  for  Want  of  Provisions,  Ab* 
noon  sat  off  for  Crown  point ; 

3].t  Ab'  3  o  Cloc];:  afternoon  came  within  fair  Prospect  of 
Crown  Point  Fort  and  the  adjacent  Plantations,  but  could  make 
no  remarkable  Discovery  as  the  Place  seemed  quite  desolate  to 
us  we  could  observe  no  smoke  in  the  Fort  or  neighbouring 
houses  tho'  we  staid  till  dark,  saw  no  Body  stirring,  no  Craft 
upon  the  Lake,  heard  only  2  or  3  Guns  fired  in  the  Woods  over 
the  Lake,  We  thought  to  intercept  a  Prisoner  there  or  burn 
tlieir  Grain  but  seeing  no  liouse  inhabited,  &  no  stack  w")  Grain 
(which  article  I-Ienry  the  Indian  observed  to  be  too  precious  to 
the  french  as  to  leave  it  upon  stacks :)  we  retiu'ned  at  Dark  a 
little  ways  &  encamped. 

32^  Weather  &  Scarcity  of  Provisions  would  not  permit  us  to 
lay  by  any  longer,  w-herefore  toolc  to  oiu'  Retour,  had  an  other 
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view  upon  an  eminent  Rock  of  a  Mountain  of  Diondaroga,  heaxd 
firing  of  Guns  &  Catting  of  Wood,  &  seen  some  smokes  on  the 
other  side  of  Lake  Champlaln,  when  the  old  Indian  was  convin- 
ced of  the  Enemy's  marching  backward  as  he  said  the  smoke  of 
y"  Camp  was  higher  np  the  Lack  when  he  saw  it  last,  as  also 
the  firing  &  beating  of  Drums ; 

23j  24,  25"'  Travelled  homewards  under  great  deal  of  hard- 
ships suffered  by  y"  severity  of  the  Weather. 

Which  Is  Report  of  your  Honours 
Most  Obedient  humble  Servants 
Richard  Rodgebs 
Dan'-  Claus. 
To  The  Honohie  Major  General  Johnson 


REPORT  OF  CAP^  FALES  UPON  EASTERN  SCOUT. 

Monday  November  y«  17'^  AD  1755 
I  marched  with  a  parte  of  men  from  these  Camps  and  Went 
on  y^  Wagon  Rod  about  3  miles  and  then  tornd  to  y«  East  and 
mai'ched  about .  7  ,  miles  then  touren  to  ye  Northerd  of  the 
Est  and  marched  about .  20  .  miles  and  thar  in  Campt  and  a 
Rout  Daylitin  I  herd  a  Bout .  21  .  grat  gones  fird  a  BoutN'orth 
from  us  .  in  y*  moring  I  raarc]:ied  to  the  North  .4  or  |  5  nliles 
and  then  torned  and  mad  homard  Rangen  y«  Woods  But  Dident 
Discouer  an  thing  at  al 

Eliphalet  Fales  Capt. 


ORDERS  TO  CAPT  RODGERS 

Fort  W"  Henry  29*  Jan'7  1756 
Sr 

You  are  Hereby  Ordered  tii  March  the  Partey  Under  your 
Command  y"  nighest  And  Best  way  yon  Can  te  Crown  Point 
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There  Take  a  View  of  that  Fortress  &  out  works  8e  make  minneta 
of  the  Same  if  you  meet  Indieans  or  any  Enemy  in  your  way  you 
are  to  take  them  Prisoners  or  Kill  them  or  distress  tlieni  any 
other  ways  or  Means  your  Prudence  shall  direct  you  are  to  take 
Good  Care  of  youi'  men  and  not  Expose  them  too  much  you  are 
to  use  all  Immaginable  Protection  not  to  Loos  a  man  if  it  should 
Snow  you  are  to  Return  Imedintly  to  this  Fort  if  you  Discover 
any  Large  Body  of  the  Enemy  you  are  to  send  oft'  of  the  most 
Active  of  your  men  with  Intelligence  to  me  as  Soon  as  you  Can 
Preforme  this  Scoute  you  are  to.fieturn  to  this  Fort  with  your 
Partey  I  heartily  wish  you  success 

And  am  Sr  your 
Humti'e  Servant 

E  Gleasiek 
To  Cap'  Rob*  Rotgers 


CAPT  EOGERS'  REPORT 


Fort  W™  Henry  Jan^y  ye  29th  ^756 
Set  out  witli  a  Paitey  of  flfty  men  with  Orders  to  Look  Into 
Crown  Point  &  tlie  Advance  Eattreys  that  is  Built  Eound  it 
the  first  Day  we  marl"!  Down  the  Lake  Cieorge  aboute  Eighten 
Miles  &  Camp''  so  we  Proceed  by  the  wesf''  of  the  Greate  Moun- 
tains And  Continud  our  March  until  the  S^  of  Feb''''  than 
Clamb'''  up  a  greate  Mounton  to  the  wesf^  of  Crown  Point 
about  one  Mile  &  Gave  it  the  name  of  Ogdens  Mount  there  we 
took  a  Particular  View  of  the  s^  Fort  &  the  Ridouts  that  is  Built 
Round  it  &  a  Plan  of  the  Same  we  Laide  there  untell  the  Evening 
then  went  Down  the  Mounten  marinJ  through  a  small  Village 
Aboute  half  a  mile  from  the  Fort  to  the  Suthor'i  there  we  Laide 
in  Ambush  upon  each  side  of  the  Roade  that  leads  from  the  Fort 
through  Sail  Village  there  we  Laide  Untill  about  nine  of  the  Clock 
in  Mort'  and  there  Came  Along  one  French  man  which  we  took 
Prisoner  &  2  more  were  upon  the  Roade  Accomming  towards  us 
but  Diseoverd  our  Ambush  &  made  a  Speedy  Escape  to  the  Fort 
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&  some  of  my  men  pursued  them  within  Gun  Shoot  of  the  Fort 
hut  could  not  overtake  them  So  we  Being  Discouerd  thought  it 
needles  to  waite  any  Longer  for  Prisoners  but  Imedently  set  fire 
to  the  Barns  &  Houses  where  was  abundance  of  wheat  &  other 
Graiens  &  we  Kill'i  there  Cattle,  Horses  and  Hoogs  in  Number 
Ahoute  fifty  Left  noiie  Living  in  s''  Village  to  our  knowledg 
aboute  11  o'clock  we  march^  Home  ward  Leving  the  Village  on 
fire  the  5'i'  Ins*"'  Id  the  Morning  one  of  our  men  was  taken  Sick 
sol  stooped  with  Seven  men  &  sent  the  Rest  Home  with  Capm 
Cushinn  &  Liev'  Ogden  tliey  Arr'i  at  our  Fort  Abowte  6  In  the 
Evening  &  I  got  Home  the  next  Day  Abotite  4  o'clock  In  y^ 
afternoon  with  the  Remainder  of  my  Parley  A  true  Accounj  by 
your  Humble  Servant. 

Robert  RoDGEHa 


JOURNAL  OF  A  SCOUT 


From  Fort  WUliam  Henry  down  Into  Lake  Champlain  pur- 
suant to  an  order  from  his  Excellency  Major  General  Shirley  to 
Captin  Robert  Rogers — as  followeth — viz'. 

June  y^  20*''  1756  Set  out  with  a  party  of  fifty  men  in  five 
Whale  Boats  &  Proceeded  at  ab'  twenty  miles  to  an  Island  in 
Laiie  George  were  we  encamped  y«  next  day  went  five  miles 
farther  Down  y  Lake  and  there  landed,  bailed  out  our  Boats 
ashore  and  carried  them  over  a  Mountain  about  sis  miles  to 
South  Bay  whare  we  arrived  y^  3'^  July  in  the  afternoon  and  ye 
Same  evening  went  down  y*  Lake  at  about  six  miles  Distance 
from  y«  Forts. 

July  y«  4"^  towards  morning  we  hailed  up  y«  Boats  on  the  East 
side  of  the  Lake  &  Concealed  them  &  lay  by  untill  Evening, 
then  set  Out  again  &  Passed  by  Tiantiroga  &  found  we  were  not 
Discovered  by  being  so  near  ye  Enemy  as  to  hear  ye  Senterys 
Watch  word.  We  judged  from  the  number  of  their  fires  they 
hiid  a  body  of  about  two  thousand  raoa,  &  y'  ye  Lake  in  this 
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Place  to  be  about  Seventy  Rods — Continued  on  till  Day  ligbt 
about  five  miles  from  ye  Fort,  then  hailed  up  y«  Boats  k  Con- 
cealed all  day  on  y"  Same  Shore  and  discovered 


fr^^S'Jg!  y*  ^*'th  ^^y  ^^^  "^  ^S^'^  &  a.ttempted  to  Pass  hy 
Crownpoint  But  thought  it  imprudent  to-  Pursue 
this  Intention  by  Reason  of  the  Clearness  &'light  of  the  Night, 
30  of  ihemasiin  ^'^  bailed  Up  j'^  Boats  again  &,  Lay  Concealed  ail 
gZg  No?ihwa  ^^y  being  ofeth  Currant,  this  Day  near  one  hun- 
ioT&i™Jmo^o  *^^  Boats  Passed  ns  Seaven  of  Which  Came  very 
[near]  us  and  asked  to  land  at  the  Point  Wliere 
we  lay  but  their  oificer  went  farther  on  &  Landed  about  25  Hods 
from  us  Where  they  Dined  in  our  View  But  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  Attack  tliem  in  the  Situation  we  were  in — About  9 
In  y«  Evening  Set  out  again  Passed  y*  fort  at  Crownpoint  & 
went  ten  miles  from  it  Down  y*  Lake  &  balled  up  ye  Boats  about 
brake  of  Day. 

July  7*  about  10  in  y«  Morn.  30  Boats  Passed  towards 
supmepsnofihoso  Canda  also  a  Light  ■  Schooner  of  about  35  or  40 
Been  ihe  duy  before,  ^^^g — ggj.  ^^^  agalu  lu  J*  Evcniug  &  w6nt  15 
miles  farther  Down  and  went  asiiore  about  1  oClock  a.  m.  upon 
a  Point  on  y^  East  Side  of  &  Immediately  Sent  a  party  farther 
Down  the  Lake  for  Discovery,  who  Saw  a  Schooner  at  Anchor 
Some  Distance  from  y^  Shore  about  a  mile  from  us  And  upon 
this  Intelligence  lightned  our  Boats  &  prepared  to  Board  them 
but  were  prevented  about  3  of  ye  Clock  by  two  Lighters  Conung 
up  the  Lake  who  we  found  intended  to  Land  in  y"  Place  Where 
we  Were  which  Vessels  we  fired  npon  immediately  and  aiter- 
wards  hailled  them  &  offered  thein  Quarters  if  they  would  Come 
ashore  which  tbey  said  they  would  Comply  with  but  Instead 
thereof  put  off  in  their  Boats  to  y^  opposit  Shore  but  we  followed 
them  in  our  Boats  &  Intercepted  them  &  after  taking  them  found 
twelve  men  three  of  which  were  killed  &  two  wounded  one  of 
the  wounded  Could  not  March  therefore  put  an  end  to  him  to 
Prevent  Discovery — as  soon  as  ye  prisners  were  Secure  we  em- 
ployed our  Selves  in  Destroying  &  Sinking  Vesels  and  Cargoes — 
Which  was  Chiefly  Wheat  &  flour  Eice  Wine  &  Brandy  except- 
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iHg  Some  few  Casks  of  Brandy  &  Wine  which  we  hid  in  very 
secure  Places  with  our  Whale  boats  at  Some  Distance  on  y^ 
opposite  Shore  the  Prisners  informed  y'  about  five  hundred  men 
of  whicli  they  were  foremost,  were  on  their  Passage  at  about  two 
Legs  Distance  which  occasioned  ua  to  set  forward  on  oui'  Return 
ye  Morning  of  the  S'''  Currant  &  persued  our  Marcli  till  ye  I3lh 
Where  we  arrived  on  the  West  Side  of  Lake  George  about 
twenty  five  miles  from  Tort  Wil'"  Henry  &  Sent  Lieut  Rogers 
to.-  said  fort  for  Battoes  &  Provisions  to  Carry  us  by  water  the 
j4th  in  ye  evening  y"  Lieu'  Returned  to  us  with  thirty  men  and 
fen  Battoes  &  y^  15">  at  two  of  tlie  Clock  we  arrived  sate  With 
all  my  Party  &  Prisners  at  Fort  WUm  Henry. 

EoBEBT  Rogers 
To  Sir  Wil™  Johnson 


CORNELIUS  CUTLER'S  CALCULATION  OF  THE  DISTANCE 

FROM  ALBANY  TO  CROWN  POINT. 

From  Albany  to  Still  Water       -        -        -        -  22  mills 

from  Still  Water  to  Sariclitoge         -        -        -  14 

irom  Sarichtoge  to  tlie  Great  Carryiug  Place        -  14 

from  the  Carrying  Place  a  Cross  to  Wood  Creek  10 

from  the  Wood  Creelc  Down  to  the  forks  -        -  6 
from  the  forks  to  the  Little  falls  Being  the  end  of 

the  Wood  Creek 24 

from    the  Little  falls    to   the  Narrows    in   the 

Drowned  Lands,  where  3  hUls  are  opposite  one 

another      -------  9 

from  the  Narrows  to  Tjondaroge  where  Lake  S' 

Sacrama  fklls  into  the  River    -        -        -        -  21 

from  Tjondaroge  to  Crown  [lotnt      -         -        -  15 
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EAKLY  MISSIOKASIES  AMONG  THE  lEOftTOIS 


OF   NEW   YORK, 

Jesuits. 

Paul  Eagueneau,  Arrived  in  Canada  28  June  1636;  Superior 
from  1650  to  1653;  sent  to  Onondaga  26  July  1657;  left  20 
March  1658;  died  at  Paiis  3  Sept.  1680. 

Isaac  Jogues  born  in  France,  1607;  arrived  in  Canada  2<i  July 
1636;  prisoner  among  tire  Moliawks  from  Aug.  1642  to  Aug, 
1643;  sent  a  missionary  to  tlie  same  tribe  in  1646  and  iiiUed, 
(at  Cauglinawaga  as  is  supposed),  18  Oct.  of  the  same 
year. 

Fes.  Jos:  Lemeecier.  Arrived  in  Canada  20  July  1635;  Superior 
from  1653  to  1656;  sent  to  Onondaga  May  17  of  tlie  latter 
year;  remained  there  until  20  March  1653;  died  in  the  West 
Indies. 

Frs.  DuPEEitoN.  Arrived  in  Canada  between  1636  and  1638; 
returned  to  France  Aug.  23  1650;  came  out  a  second  time, 
was  missionary  at  Onondaga  from  1657  to  1658,  and  again 
returned  to  France  6  Sept.  1658;  arrived  for  the  third  time 
in  Canada  June  30  1665,  and  died  at  Fort  S' Louis,  Cliambly 
the  10  Nov.  following, 

Simon  l'e  Mjoyke.  Arrived  in  Canada  about  1638,  when  he  was 
sent  to  the  Hurons;  sent  to  Onondaga  2  July  1654;  arrived 
at  the  Mohawlis  16  Sept  1655;  remained  there  until  9  Nov. 
of  same  year;  sent  thither  again  in  1656;  returned  5  Nov. 
same  year;  went  to  the  Mohawlis  a  third  time  26  Aug.  1657, 
and  returned  to  Quebec  May  21  1658;  sent  to  Onondaga  3 
July  1661,  returned  to  Quebec  Sept  15,  1662;  sent  on  30 
July  1663  to  the  Senecas,  but  remained  at  Montreal.  Died 
at  Cape  de  la  Magdeleine  in  Canada  24  Nov.  1665. 
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Francois  Joseph Bressani.  A  native  oi'Eome;  arrived  in  Cana- 
da in  1643  [16381];  prisoner  among  the  Mohawks  from 
Ap'130,  to  19  Aug.  1644;  left  for  Europe  Nov  2, 1650;  died 
at  Florence  9  Sept.  1673. 

PiERBE  Joseph  Mary  Chaumonot,  Born  near  Chatillon  sur  Seine; 
entered  at  Rome  in  1632;  arrived  in  Canada  1  Aug  1639. 
Sent  to  Onondaga  Sept  19, 1655,  abandoned  it  March  20, 
1658.  Founded  Lorette,  and  died  at  Quebec  21  February 
1693. 

Joseph  Anthony  Poncet.  Arrived  in  Canada  1  Aug  1639;  pri- 
soner among  the  Iroquois  from  Aug  20  to  Oct  3,  1652; 
started  for  Onondaga  28  Aug  I657,but  recalled  at  Montreal; 
left  Cauada  ISth  Sept  1657;  died  at  Martinique  18  June 
1675. 

Sene  Menabo.  Arrived  in  Canada  July 8,1640;  was  amission- 
ary  with  Lemercier  at  Onondaga  from  1656  to  1658,  and 
afterwards  among  tlie  Cayugas.  Is  said  to  have  died  in  the 
woods  near  Lake  Superior  in  Aug.  1661. 

Julien  Garnier.  Was  born  in  1643;  arrived  in  Canada  27  Oct 
1662;  was  ordained  ,Ap')  1666;  sent  to  the  Mohawks  May 
17,  1668;  passed  to  Onondaga,  thence  to  Seneca;  on  the 
mission  until  1683.  He  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the 
Misrfonaries  sent  to  the  Cantons  in  1703.  "In  sOvis  apud 
Iroquois."  Catal.  1703. 

Claude  Dablon.  Arrived  in  Canada  1655  when  he  proceeded 
to  Onondaga,  and  continued  there  a  few  years.  He  labored 
afterwards  among  the  tribes  of  the  Upper  lakes,^  and  was 
Superior  from  1670  to  1693.  The  date  of  his  decease  is 
not  ioiown;  he  was  still  alivfe  in  1694. 

Jacques  Fsemin'.  Was  missionary  at  Onolidaga  from  1656  to 
1658;  sent  to  the  Mohawks  in  July,  1667^  left  there  10 
Oct.,  1668  for  Seneca,  where  he  remained  a  few  years.  He 
died  at  Quebec  20  July,  1691, 
PiEBRE  Rafeix.  Arrived  in  Canada  22  Sept  1663;  chaplain  in 
in  CourceUes'  expedition  in  1665;  Sent  to  Cayuga  in  1671; 
thence,  on  Carheils'  return,  to  Seneca  where  he  was  in  1679. 
He  was  in  Quebec  in  1702-3  thoi^h  in  an  infirm  state  of 
health. 
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Jaques  Bruyas:  Amvcd  Aug.  3, 1666,  Seat  to  the  Mohawks, 
July  1667,  &  to  the  Oneidas  in  Sept.  where  he  spent  4 
years;  thence  he  retui'ned  to  the  Mohawks  in  1672,  and 
was  at  Onondaga  in  1679,  in  1700  and  1701.  He  was  still 
alive  in  1703,  at  Fort  St  Louis. 

Etienne  de  CAKtiEii..  Arrived  in  Canada  6  Aug,  1666;  sent  to 
Cayuga  1668 — absent  in  1671,  3;  returned  and  remained 
until  1684.  Died  atQuebec  July  1736.  He  is  said  toliave 
spolien  the  Iroquois  better  than  his  own  language, 

Pierre  Milet,  Was  sent  with  de  Carheil  to  Cayuga;  left 
in  1684;  was  at  Niagara  in  1688;  taken  prisoner  at  Oatara- 
couy  in  1689  and  remained  in  captivity  until  October  1694. 
He  was  alive  in  1701  and  Charlevoixj  who  came  in  1705, 
says  that  he  lived  several  years  with  him. 

JfeAN  PiERRON.  Arrived  in  Canada  27  June  1667;  sent  to  the 
Mohawks  the  following  month;  returned  to  Quebec  and 
arrived  again  among  the  Mohawks  7  Oct.  1668;  left  in 
1670  and  was  sent  to  the  Senecas  after  1672,3  where  he 
still  was  in  1679. 

Jean  deLamberville.  Arrived  probably  in  1668.  At  Onond^a 
in  1671, 2;  left  it  and  was  sent  to  Niagara  in  1687;  at  La- 
prairie  in  1690  and  in  France  in  1699, 

Francois  Boniface.  Sent  to  the  Mohawks  in  1668,  9;  laboring 
there  after  1673;  died  at  Quebec  17  Dee.  1674. 

Fas.  Vaillant  de  Gueslis;  arrived  prior  to  1674.  Succeeded 
Father  Btmiface  among  the  Mohawks  about  1674;  accom- 
panied the  expedition  against  the  Senecas  in  1687;  on  the 
31  Dec,  of  that  year  was  sent  to  New  York  and  to  the 
Senecas  in  1703,  4. 

Jacques  de  Lawberville.  Among  the  Mohawks  in  1675-8; 
subsequently  at  Onondaga  whichplace  he  left  in  1686.  At 
Montreal  in  1700,  again  among  the  Iroquois  in  1703,  and  at 
Onondaga  in  Sept  1708.  He  was  at  Cayuga  in  1709,  whence 
he  fled  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 

Pierre  de  Marewl.  At  Onondaga  in  June  1709,  when  he  sur- 
rendered himself,  to  the  English  in  consequence  of  war 
brealiing  out  between   the  Isitter   and    the   French,    and 
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came   to  Albany  where  the    government  caused  every 

attention  to  be  paid  tobimjas  appears  by  Journ.  Ass.  i.,  255, 
Jacques  D'Heu  was  a  Missionary  amongtheOnondagasin  1708; 

and  in  1709  among  the  Senecas;  is  said  to  have  been 

drowned  in  1728. 
Akthony  Gokdon,  Ibnnded  StUegis  in  1769,  withaCoIony  from 

SauU  St.  Loui 

SulpiHans. 
Francis  Picsuet.     Came  to  America  in  1733;  founded  Oswe 

gatoliiein  1748;  abandoned  tiiat  place  in  1760,  and  died  in 

France  15  July  1781. 
Pi^RE  Paul  Frs.  de  la  Garde..    Succeeded  Abbe  Picquet  at 

Oswegatchie;  died  at  Montreal  April  4  1784. 

".'  We  we  Indebted  to   the   politeness  of  Mr.  Jdhb  M.  Shea  S,  J,  for  tlie 
preceding  list.     Et>. 


EEV»  m   HARTWICK  TO  SIR  W™  JOHNSON. 

Honourable  Sir, 

May  it  please  Your  Honour. 

Here  i  make  bold  to  communicate  to  Your  Honour  a 
Project  for  tlie  better  peopling  governing  and  defending  of  the 
Limits  of  North  America,  wich  i  leave  to  Your  Hon^s  Wisdom 
and  Discretion,  if  you  could  aprove  of  it  Sir,  or  devise  any 
better,  i  conceive  it  would  be  more  taken  Notice  of,  if  proposed 
to  his  Majesty,  by  Way  of  an  Advice  of  the  Indians.  I  have 
thought  Sir,  that  it  would  be  more  tor  the  good  of  the  Planta 
tions  in  the  present  Circumstances,  if  the  Cost,  wich  must  be 
spent  to  the  Carrying  on  of  a  War,  were  imployed  for  transport- 
ing settlers,  and  pi-oviding  for  them  for  one  year  at  least,  besides 
parohasing  of  Implements  and  Cattle  and  that  a  Circling  Line 
might  be  improved  and  at  convenient  Places  and  Distances  Forts 
and  Towns  erected  and  a  Eorroagh  Grave  or  Guard  a  limit  settled 
at  Camp  Johnson,  at  Oswego,  at  Lake  Erie  and  at  Ohio,  wich 
Borroagh  Graves  should  be  immediates  that  is  independents  of 
the  Respective  Goverments  but  only  depending  on  his  Majesty's 
Orders,  and  only  accountable  to  him.     To  whom  a  District  suffi- 
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cieiit  for  its  own  Defence  should  be  granted  and  assigned,  witli 
Power  sufficient  for  the  Defence  thereof,  wich  at  set  Times 
should  be  subject  to  a  Visitation  of  a  Commission  of  his  Majesty, 
whose  Power  must  be  more  extensive  in  the  Beginning  in  order 
to  make  Trya]  and  subject  to  Limitations  from  his  Majesty  as 
occasion  should  offer.  This  i  conceive  is  the  Method,  by  wich 
the  German  Emperors  have  preserved  their  Extensive  Territo- 
ries against  the  Incursions  of  the  Barbarians,  in  former  Times 
You  know  Sir,  it  doth  not  signify,  to  claim  and  even  conc[uer 
large  Territories,  if  you  can  not  keep  them,  and  you  cannot 
keep  them  except  you  can  settle  them,,  and  that  it  will  cost  less 
to  settle  and  improve  them  then  in  process  of  time  it  will  cost 
the  Idng  and  Country  to  erect  Forts  keep  them  In  Repair  and 
maintain  Garrisons  at  so  great  a  Distance  from  the  Settlements 
It  will  indeed  cost  more  in  the  Beginning  and  at  once,  but  these 
Costs  wOl  lessen  and  determine  and  instead  thereof  the  Income 
of  the  Country  will  increase  and  the  Costs  and  Troubles  of  Ware 
will  be  spared.  But  then  i  would  also  advise  That  such  Bor- 
rough  Graves  or  Guard  a  limits  must  settle  first  in  the  Pixt 
Line  one  towards  the  other,  and  that  in  defensible  Towns,  so 
that  the  settling  must  begin  at  their  respective  Residences  and 
so  round  about  and  extending  first  and  principally  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  Residence  of  one  Borrough  Grave  to  the  other 
and  to  secure  the  Communication  of  the  Burggraves  with  one 
another  Forts  must  be  erected  at  convenient  Places  and  proper 
Distances  between  them,  and  a  Correspondence  by  Post  and 
express  kept.  If  the  Grown  would  resolve  upon  this  Method  it 
would  be  ad^iseable  to  listen  at  present  to  the  Proposals  of  the 
French  Carl  for  an  accommodation,  on  Condition  that  the  Forts 
errected  on  the  kings  Territories  be  immediately  demolished. 
And  if  then  this  Method  was  immediately  put  in  Execution,  we 
would  gain  upon  Canada  insensibly  so  that  they  would  be 
obliged  to  be  in  fear  of  us  in  place  that  we  must  now  be  in  fear 
of  them.  If  Your  Honour  approves  of  my  scheme  and  promoteth 
a  Stlbsoription  of  the  Indians  to  the  Inclosed  Petition  i  shall,  God 
willing  undertake  a  Voyage  to  England  and  promote  the  scheme, 
with  all  my  might.  I  wish  that  1  might  be  so  happy  to  speak 
with  your  "Honour  about  it,  'or  to  obtain  an  Answer  in  "Writing 
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But  Circumstances  bid  me  conclude  Recommending  Sir,  Your 
Honourable  Person,  House,   Office  and  circumstances  to  the 
Divine  Favour  and  Protection,  aaid  my  self  to  the  Continuation 
of  yours  i  remain  with  all  possible  Kespect. 
Honourable  Sir 
Your  Honoui' 

most  obedient  Servant 

J.  C,  Hartwick. 
Staatsborough  y  18*''  Janu^J  1756. 

P.  S.  Since  according  to  liis  Majestys  Instructions  a  Fund  for 
an  Indefinite  Salary  for  the  Governor  must  be  provided  Quarit 
wether  not  this  scheme  might  be  Improved  so  as  to  be  some- 
tliing  subservient  to  it,  in  such  Case  it  would  be  advizable-that 
sucb  Eurggraviates  must,  be  subject  to  the  Governors  and  a 
Deputy  Governor  resident  in  the  Chief  Eurgtown.  And  i  have 
forgotten  in  the  Letter  to  observe  .that  the  Inhabitants,  who 
must  be  obligd,  by  Turns  to  guard  the  Torts  and  defend  the 
Frontiers  must  be  exempt  from  taxes  and  from  bearing  a  share 
in  the  Expenses  belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  Provinces 
to  wich  they  are  the  Barrier.  I  hope  Sir  you  will  improve  these 
Raw  Hints,  wich  to  Day  expecting  your  arrival  are  come  in  my 
mind  and  that  you  will  pardon  my  Freedom  and  immature 
Patriotism  I  wish  you,  Honourable  Sir,  an  happy  New  Year  and 
if  possible  Peace,  if  not,  Victory  and  Success. 


REV.  MR  I-rARTWICKTO  THE  MOHAWKS  OF  CANAJOHARE. 

Beloved. Brethren  ! 

Grace  be  unto  you,  and  Peace  from  God  our  Father 
and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

For  as  much  as  i  have  been  hindred  for  a  considerable  Time, 
both  by  Reason  of  Sickness  and  your  absence  to  see  your  Face 
or  to  write  to  you,  and  as  i  apprehend,  you  might  be  concerned  or 
troubled  in  your  mind  about  it  as  i  am :  i  could  not  forbear 
imbracing  an  opportunity  of  Speaking  to  you  in  Letters,  wich  i 
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expected  tJie  Honourable  General  Johnson,  would  give  me  if  i 
or  a  Letter  could  hit  him  at  his  Return  from  New  York.  Dear 
Brethren,  i  at  the  same  Time  will  condole  and  congratulate  you. 
that  on  the  victory  obtained  by  you  ;  this  becauseof  the  spilling 
of  80  much  noble  and  brave  Blood,  in  particulai'  that  of  our 
Brother  Henry.  But  i  forbear,  saying  more  about  it,  least  i 
should  perhaps  make  the  Wound,  wich  beginns  to  heal  soar  and 
bleed  again.  Let  it  be  to  your  Comfort;  That  he  died  in  a 
good  Cause  as  a  faithtull  aUie  and  a  1  rave  Captaih,  and  sleepeth 
on  the  Bed  of  Hon  1 1  where  his  Name  will  be  a  good  Savour, 
as  long  as  a  Free  Englisl  man  and  f  iithful  Mohawk  remains  over 
And  as  he  hath  been  j  ut  Biotl  ei  jour  Father  and  your  Cap- 
tain, it  is  youi  Dutj  to  be  a  tuaid  to  the  Bed  whereon  he 
sleepetli.  That  no  perfidious  Frenchmen  may  disturbe  the  Rest 
of  his  Bones,  and  ashes  :  And  if  the  French  and  their  Slaves 
will  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  litle  Revenge  youhave taken  from 
them,  and  desist  from  their  Incroachments  and^  cniel  Ravages, 
and  restore  wJiat  they  have  unjustly  taken  :  then  stand  up  for 
your  and  your  Bretherns  Right  and  revenge  the  dear  Blood  so 
unjustly  spilt  '.  I  would  also. beseech  you,  Brethern  that  you 
would  not  suffer,  that  some,  who  are  unworthy  to  he  lookd  upon 
by  you  as  Brethren  or  even  Men,  because  they  are  more  cruel 
tlian  Savage  Beasia,  might  spoil  the  Good  name  and  Fame  you 
have  of  late  purchased  with  your  blood.  That  your  Heart 
might  not  be.as  a  stone  but  be  moved  with  Compassion  and  on 
hearing  of  the  more  then  barbarous  Treatment  your  Brethren 
the  English  in  Pensylvania  &  parts  adjacent  have  met  with. 

And  as  to  the  Cogliawaghes  who  are  of  your  Blood,  let  them 
know  that  it  would  Iiave  been  100  Times  better  for  them,  to 
have  accepted  your  Generous  offer  of  Peace  and  Friendship  then 
to  Reject  it  on  so  frivolous  Excuses ;  as;  theirhaving  been 
washd  with  the  same  Water  as  the  French  Since  there  is  but  one 
Baptism,  and  you  are  washd  with  the  same  Water  as  they. 
Since  even  the  Papists  do  not  even  repaptize  those  of  the  pro- 
tistants  that  imbrace  their  superstitious  Way  of  Worship; 

I  let  you  know  also  beloved,  that  if, you  are  good  spiritual 
Warriors  wlio  manfully  fight  under  the  Banner  of  your  Chief 
Captain  Jesus,  against  yonr  Spultual  Enemies^  vidz'  wicked 
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Spirits  &  men  as  also  your  own  bad  Inclinations  and  Habits  : 
That  then  the  Great  God,  wlio  Is  calld  Imraanuel,  that  istosay  : 
God  with  us  wUl  be  with  you  &  fight  your  Battles. 

Lastly  my  Brethren,  Let  my  tears  be  wipd  of,  for  theDeathof 
my  Brother  Henry,  by  a  letter  to  Great  King  George,  wich  i  be- 
seech you  to  subscribe  in  my  Behalf,  lest  i  might  loose  the  Fruit 
of  so  many  years'  toil,  ti'ouble  and  charges.  And  i  assure  you, 
as  soon  as  the  Lord  shall  enable  me,  you  shall  not  find  me  un- 
gratefull.  And  as  I  have  not  been  unmindfull  hitherto,  but 
remembered  you  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  so  i  shall  in  Times  to 

The  Lord  be  with  you  and  your  Love  with  me,  who  am 
Beloved  Brethren 

yonr  Loving  Brother 

Servant  and  Intercessor  by  God 
John  Christopher  Hartwick. 
Staatsborough 
y^  ISi"'  of  January  1756. 
(Addressed)    To 

•Abraham  Petersen,  Paulus  Petersen, 
Niclas  and  the  Rest  of  the  Brethren  of 
the  Mohawks  of  the  Castle  at 

Canadshohare 


PROPOSED  ADDRESS  TO  THE  KING  IN  FAVOR  OF  THE 
REVe  m    HARTWICK. 

To  the  Great  Sachem  of  the  Brittiah  Nation  George  the  Second 
of  Great  Brittain,  France  and  Ireland  .King," Defender  of 
the  pure  Clu:istiaii  Faith  Niusing  Father  of  the  seven  Indian 
Nations  of  America 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Chiefs  and  others  of  the  Mohawk 
Indians  of  Canad  Schohary 

May  it  please  Yom'  Majesty  ! 

Whereas  We  from  a  long  Experience,  are  convinced,  not  only 

of  Tour  Majestj's  Power  and  Inclination,  to  defend  your  subjects 
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from  the  Insults  and  Attacks  of  their  Ennemiea,  but  also  of  yom- 
Majesty's  Faithfullness  in  Performing  your  Covenants  with  your 
Majesty's  alliance  and  Protection  before  tliat  of  the  French  King 
against  all  attemts  of  tlie  latter  to  intice  and  move  us  to  the 
Contrary  and  therefore  both  formerly  and  how  in  particular 
lately,  being  moved  tliereuulOj  by  our  Brother  General  Tohnsen 
have  renewed  the  Covenant  Chain  subsisting  betweeji  Your 
Majesty  and  the  Six  Nations,  and  increased  it, ,  with  lincking 
another  Nation  to  it,  by  wich  means  Your  Majestys  Interest  ia 
become  ours,  wich  now^  after  the  famous  and  glorious  Battel 
and  victory  fought  and  obtained  against  and  over  the  Trench 
Army  at  Lake  George,  under  the  Wise  Conduct  of  our  brave 
Brother  General  Johnsen,  since  it  costs  us  a  good  proportion  of 
our  best  and  noblest  Blood,  our  Captain  Henry  besides 
mor«  being  killd  in  it,  to  wich  Victory  on  this  occasion  we  take 
the  opportunity  humbly  and  heartily  to  congratulate  Your 
Majesty,  is  become  still  more  so.  Hence,  and  from  many  consi- 
derations more  it  is  morally  impossible  for  us.  That  we  should 
undertake,  do  or  advize  any  thing,  to  the  Hurt  of  Your  Majesty's 
or  our  Bretliren's  Your  Faithful  Subjects  Interest. 

And  whereas  We,  who  live  between  Your  Majesty's  and  the 
French  Kings  Territories  naturally  must  know  better,  what  is 
conducive  to  the  Defension  of  the  Fronteer  of  Your  Majestys 
Dominions  in  America,  than  those  living  remoter  can  know. 

Therefore  do  we  hope,  that  Your  Majesty  will  graciously  in- 
dulge us  humbly  to  advize  something  concerning  the  Savety  of 
the  extreme  Parts  of  Your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

By  long  Experience  we  know,  that  the  Guarding  the  Provinces 
of  Your  Majesty  against  the  Incroachments  aud  Insults  of  a 
foreign  Enemy,  by  Means  depending  oh  an  Assembly  the  Mem- 
bers whereof,  for  the  greatest  Part  live  remote  from  them,  is  a 
■\eiy  precarious  and  ineffectual  Metliod,  and  therefore  humbly 
fake  upon  us,  to  propose  another,  vizt. 

That  Yuui  Majesty  might  be  pleased,  to  grant,  to  such  Persons, 
as  were  willing  and  able  to  settle  and  cultivate  and  to  whom  we 
should  be  inclined  to  sell.  Tracts  of  Land  sufficient  to  erect 
Towns  and  Forts  thereon,  under  the  Restrictions  and  Conditions, 
to  settle'  thereon  in  Towns,  and  not  in  so  scattered  a  Manner  as 
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is  done  in  other  Parts  of  the  Country,  to  Fortify,  Garrison,  ud 
defend  such  Towns,  to  settle  and  maintain  Ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel and  Schoolmasters,  feoth  for  themselves  and  the  Indians  living 
about  them :  and  to  free  such  Towns  and  Precincts  from  all  othei- 
public  Taxes  Expenses  and  troubles,  wherein  they  should  not 
particularly  be  concerned. 

And  whereas  we  find  John  Christopher  Hartwick  minister  of 
the  Gospel  inclined  and  conceive  him  able  to  promote  both  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  and  that  of  Your  Majesty:  tlierefore  after  he 
had  obtained  Your  Majestys  Lycence  to  purchase,  we  have  sold 
to  him  in  Your  Majestys  Name  a  Tract  of  Land  the  remotest, 
that  hath  been  purchased  yet.  And  whereas  both  by  Reason  of 
the  great  Distance  &om  mai'kett  and  because  of  the  Nearness  to 
the  Enemies  Country  and,  the  Adjoining  Wilderness  of  the  people 
that  would  undertake  to  settle  it  must  labour  under  great  Hard- 
ships and  Difficulties,  arising  from  the  above  mentioned  Circum- 
stances easily  to  be  conceived  and  too  tedious  to  mention  to 
Xour  Majesty  and  whereas  the  far  greater  part  of  the  Tract  of 
Land  aforesaid  is  not  improvable,  and  what  is  so  is  much  inter- 
rupted by  Hills,  so  that  the  good  cannot  be  seperated  from  the 
bad,  without  putting  the  undertaker  to  insupportable  Charges, 
the  Land  must  either  remain  waste  to  the  Detriment  of  Your 
Majesty's  Interest  because  it  cannot  make  good  the  charges  and 
Pees  of.  Surveying  and  Patenting,  wjch  are  great,  or  bring  up 
the  Quitrent,  wich  i§.  now  higher  than  that  wich  is  paid  from 
good  and,  conveniently  and  sayely  situated  Land,  or  an  Exemp- 
tion must  be  granted. 

For  these  Reasons  and  from  such  Considerations  as  these,  as 
also  from  the  Confidence  we  put  in  the  Grace  and  Favour,  wich 
Your  Majesty  hath  allways  been  wont  to  bestow  upon  us  We 
have  taken  upon  us.  to  intercede  to  Your  Majesty  in  Behalf  of 
the  .aforementioned  John  Christopher  Hartwick  humbly  playing 
Your  Majesty,  to  grant  to  the  said  John  Christopher  Hartwick 
the  Tracts  of  Land  sold  tohun  by  us;  and  more  particularly 
described  in  tlie  Deeds  of  Conveyance  and  Returns  of  the  Sur- 
veyor, on  such  easy  Terms  as  to  Your  Majesty  in  Your  Grace 
and  Wisdom  shall  seem  most  fit  and  expedient  for  the  Intents 
and  Pui'poses  aibremeutioned,  wich  we  forbear  mentioning  at 
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Large  being  confident  Your  Majestys  Wisdom  will  from  tliis 
Hint  easily  infer  them. 

If  Your  Majesty  shall  be  pleased  to  grant  these  our  Prayers 
we  shall  thanckfully  acknowledge  it,  as  a  Token  of  Your  Majes- 
tys especial  Grace  and  Favour  towards  us,  and  use  'our  best 
Endeavour's  by  a  Faithful!  Attachment  to  Your  Majestys  Crown 
to  deserve  it  allways  praying  to  the  Heavenly  Father  to  support 
Your  Majesty  in  Your  old  age,with  continual  Supplies  of  Heavenly 
and  Royal  Gifts,  Graces  Power  and  Strength  to  the  longest  Period 
of  Life,  and  to  crown  Your  Endeavors  for  the  Happiness  of  Your 
People  and  maintaining  Peace  among  Christian  Princes,  with 
Success,  and  at  last  when  Your  Majesty  shall  be  full  of  Days  to 
leave  Your  Crown  to  a  Prince  of  Your  Royal  Blood,  who  shall 
not  be  unworthy  to  be  Son  to  such  a  Father  and  Successor  to 
such  a  king,  and  to  receive  a  Crown  of  Glory  in  the  Heavenly 
kingdom  that  fadeth  not. 

Finally,  we  pray.  That  Your  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to 
continue  that  fatherly  Care  and  Protection  wich  we  have  liitherto 
ihjoyed  towards  ns  and  our  Brethren  the  Six  Nations  and  to 
receive  into  the  same  also  the  Nation  of  wich  by  the 

Care  of  our  Brother  Johnson  hath  been  joined  with  us  and  linck 
to  the  Covenant  Chain  in  particular  we  pray  That  Your  Majesty 
would  be  pleased  to  provide  for  us,  to  the  Glory  of  God  and  our 
Souls  Weilfere  a  Church  and  a  Minister  residing  among  us;  that 
we  may  more  fully  enjoy  the  Light  of  the  Gospel,  wich  hath  begun 
to  dawn  upon  us;  That  we  delivered  from  the  Power  of  Dark- 
ness may  walk  in  if— and  Your  Majestys  Petitioners  shall  ever 
pray  May  it  please  Your  Majesty 

Your  Majesty's 
most  humble  and  obedient  Servants 


HEV  MR.  OGILVIE   TO  SIR  WM  JOHNSON. 

Albany  May  14*  1756 
Dear  Sir — I  hope  before  this  you  have  received  the  Lines  I 
sent  to  the  care  of  M^  Peterson  of  Schenectady  I  inclose  a  Letter 
I  just  now  rec^  and  was  in  Hopes  to  have  sent  you  the  public 
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Papers  but  none  come  to  Hand.  This  Morning  arrived  an  Ex- 
press fiom  Virginia,  tlie  contents  liave  not  yet  transpired :  I 
imagine  the  Indians  and  French  have  penetrated  Jar  into  fliat 
Province  by  some  Iiints  I  have  heard. 

I  plainly  foresee,  unless  we  act  with  more  Vigour  &uanimity, 
we  shall  become  a  Byword  among  the  Heathen,  and  the  Enemy  will 
Laugh  ws  to  scorn.  I  heard  Gen'  Shirley  say  that  he  would  order 
Montrosure  to  plan  a  Defensible  Fort  which  he  intended  to  send 
to  you,  as  a  Model  for  the  Forts  among  the  Indians,  and  that  he 
would  order  them  immediately  to  be  built  as  he  looked  upon  it 
the  only  Measure  left  to  secure  the  Allknce  of  the  five  Nations  : 
For  ray  part  I  thought  M'  Shirley's  Zeal  tor  the  public  would 
not  have  left  this  Measure  to  be  executed  at  this  Time,  especially 
as  we  were  told  in  the  public  Papers,  that  the  six  Nations  were 
efiectually,  secured  by  his  Activity  tlie  last  Summer  ;  I  am  very 
apprehensive,  from  what  I  hear,  that  the  Delawares  will  obstruct 
our  building  a  Fort  at  Onogquaga,  and  I  fearyou'll  meet  with 
Difficulty  in  procuring  Workmen  for  that  Service.  I  am  quite 
of  opinion,  that  those  who  undertake  that  affair  should  be  well 
guarded.  Yesterday  S'  I..,,St  Lfegejr  was  in  violent  Wrath  in  con- 
sequence of  a  Letter  Irom  Broadstreet,  what  the  Contents  were 
I  know  not :  I  believe  the  Gen'  is  embarrassed  between  them 
both :  One,  I  am  convinced  he  must  give  up,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  he'll  in  appearance  drop  BroSdstreet,  for  Material 
Reasons.  I  am  vastly  diverted  to  see  Alexander  pursuing  S"" 
John  where  ever  he  goes.  lam  Sensible  their  Accounts  puzzled 
them  confoundedly,  I  am  tliis  minute  intbrm'd  That  the 
French  &  Indians  had  surrounded  Winchester  &  that 
Washington  was  there  only  with  fifty  Men  but  that  the  Mihtia 
of  Ten  Counties  were  on  their  March  for  it's  EeUef.  Major 
Sparkes  sends  his  Compliments,  M'*  Ogilvie  joins  in  our  best 
Wishes  Pray  make  my  Compliments  to  Cap'  Wraxal 
I  am  D'  Sir  yours  afE'ectionately 

John  Ogilvie, 

P,  S,  This  Minute  all  the  Barracks  at  the  Patrons  Mils  were 
consumed  by  Fire  by  which  Means  a  great  Quantity  of  Wheat 
is  lost. 
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SIR  WM  JOHNSON  TO    THE   KEY.    JEAN  B.  ROUBAULT, 

JESUIT   MISSIONARY   AT    ST   FKAKCIS. 

Fort  Johnson,  l^t  March  1761 
Sir 

It  is  but  a  few  days  since  I  had  y«  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
most  polite  aad  friendly  letter.  I  wish  it  had  been  in  my  power 
when  in  Canada,  to  have  made  you  more  sensible  of  my  good 
inclination  to  serve  you,  or  any  gentleman  in  your  then  unhappy 
scituation,  as  nothing  could  ever  afford  me  a  more  Sensible  hap- 
piness than  to  be  able  to  reward  merit  &  relieve  y*  distressed. 
Your  very  Generous  and  grateful]  Sentiments,  expressed  on  y* 
occasion,  far  exceed  any  thing  I  could  have  done  for  so  worthy  a 
Person  wherefor  ajl  T  can  say  in  return  is,  that  I  shall  evei'  be 
desirous  of  &  wish  for  a  favorable  oportunity  to  convince  you  of 
my  esteem. 

I  have  on  my  arrival  last  Autum  acquainted  the  Loups  of 
Orange  also  the  Six  JVatioiis  with  w*  passed  between  me  &  tlie 
Abanakis  your  Flock,  concerning  that  unlucliy  affair,  and  desired 
they  would  all  remain  quiet  until  the  Spring  of  the  year,  when, 
I  assured  them  proper  satisfaction  would  he  made  forwhat  had 
been  done  by  the  Abanakis,  they  all  acquiesced,  and  now  expect 
the  arrival  of  said  Indians  soon  when  that  happens  I  shall  take 
care  to  have  the  afEair  properly  made  up,  and  a  good  understand- 
ing settled  between  both  Parties,  and  in  order  to  enable  the 
Abanakis  the  better  to  come  to  Albany  unmolested  I  have  ordered 
Lient  Glaus  now  at  Montreal  my  Deputy  Agent,  to  give  them  a 
Flag  w""  they  are  to  carry  when  coming  this  way,  and  at  the  same 
time,  desired  he  would  (on  my  ace')  advance  you  for  your  own 
use  Ten  pounds,  which  I  hope  you  will  please  to  accept  as  a 
small  Token  of  ray  regaM  for  you.  The  good  disposition  of  y" 
Indians  y  way  gives  me  great  pleasure,  and  hope  they  will  be 
sensible  enough  to  continue  it,  as  it  will  be  for  their  own  Interest. 
You  may  assure  them  Sir,  from  me,  that  as  long  as  they  behave 
well,  they  will  have  my  good  wishes,  and  interest  with  whatever 
generel  may  be  here,  and  I  flatter  myself  while  they  have  you 
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for  their  guide,  Ihey  will  not  do  any  thing  to  forfeit  it.    I  wish 
you  all  the  success  imaginable  and  am  with  perfect  esteem 
Sir 
Your  Sincere  friend 
&  very  Humble  Servant 
W.J. 

•,•  Father  Jean  Bamle  Eoubanlt,  to  whom  this  letter  is  addressed,  is  repre- 
sented as  having  arrived  in  Canada  in  1742  and  remained  there  nntdl  1764.      E». 


KEV.  MR.  BROWN  TO  SIR  W.  JOHNSON. 
Sr 

I  proposed  being  at  Fort-Hunter  on  Sunday  Next  but  am 
unhappily  disappointed  by  being  so  much  out  of  Order  that  I 
am  incapable  of  undertaking  so  long  a  Journey.  Besides  I  have 
Duty  to  do  at  Albany  to  morrow,  if  I  find  myself  capable.  I  hope 
you  have  not  acquainted  the  Indians  of  my  Design  of  coming,  or 
if  you  have,  shall  esteem  it  as  a  Favour  if  you  will  let  the  Inter- 
pritor  acquaint  y"  of  my  Reason  for  Not  coming.  Major  Rogers 
who  favour's  me  with  this,  will  acquaint  you  of  all  the  News 
Stiring,  shall  therefore  to  avoid  giving  you  farther  Trouble  beg 
leave  to  subscribe  myself 

Y'  most  obedient 
Hum:  Servant 
Albany  Friday  March  37fi>  T:  Buowh. 

I  received  the  enclos'd  of  M"^  Corry,  &  was  in  hopes  of  deli- 
vering it  into  y  own  Hands. 

**'  Kev.  Ta09.  Beqws,  of  whom  there  are  some  few  particnlars  in  Doc.  Hia. 
iU,  5  sxi,  was  Deputy  Chaplain  to  H,  M.  60th  Eeg't  of  Poot,  or  Boyal  Americans, 
acoordii^  to  hia  own  petition,  and  not  to  the  27th  regiment,  as  already  erroneously 
Stated.  He  supplied  tha  Rev.  Mr.  O^lvio's  place  at  Albany  from  21  Dec.  1760 
to  Hot.  1761,  when  he  also  was  ordered  on  an  expedition.  At  the  desire  of  St. 
Peter'a  Congregation  he  was,  on  his  return,  appointed  Mr.  Ogilvie's  sueeessor,  and 
continued  to  have  charge  of  tJiat  chnrdi  until  1767,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Harry  Munro.  (Abstract  Soc.  Prop,  Gosp.)  For  his  subseiiiient  career, 
the  reader  ia  referred  to  the  3d  vol.  of  this  work. 
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Sm  W.  JOHNSON  TO  -THE  KEY.  ELEAZER  WHEELOCK. 

Fort  Johnson,  Nov'^  IT'ii  1761 
Reverand  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  ^^  Ins'  I  had  a  few  days  ago  The  pleasure  of 
receiveing  by  y«  hands  of  Kirtland, '  I  am  pleased  to  find  y«  Lads 
I  sent  have  meritted  your  good  opiEion  of  them.  I  expect  they 
will  return,  and  hope  will  make  such  progress  in  the  English 
Language,  &  their  Learning,  as  may  prove  to  your  Satisfaction, 
&  the  Eenifit  of  the  Indians,  who  are  realy  raucli  to  be  Pittied — 
my  absence  these  four  month,  has  prevented  my  design  of  en- 
eouragemg  some  more  Lads  going  to  you,  and  since  my  return 
(which  is  but  Lately)  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
either  Old  or  Young,  bing  all  on  their  Hunt,  when  they  come 
back,  I  shall  talk  with,  &  advise  their  Parents  to  Embrace  this 
favourable  opertunity  of  havin  their  Children  instructed,  and 
doubt  not  of  their  readiness  to  Lay  hold  of  so  kind  &  charitable 
an  offer. 

Kirtlands  intention  of  Learning  y^  Mohawk  language  I  much 
approve  of,  as  after  acquireing  it,  he  could  (when  qualified)  be 
of  vast  service  to  them  as  a  Clergy  man  which  they  much  want, 
and  are  verry  desireous  of  having. 

The  present  Laudable  design  of  instructing  A  number  of  Indian 
Boys  will  I  doubt  not,  when  more  known,  lead  Several  Gentle- 
men to  contribute  towards  it,  &  enable  You  thereby  to  increase 
the  number  of  Scholars,  w"'  whom  I  shall  not  be  backward  to 
contribute  my  mite. 

I  have  given  in  charge  to  Joseph^  to  speak  in  my  name  to  any 

1  Rev,  Samuel  Kirtland,  afterwards  so  celebrated  as  a  miEeionary  among  the 
Oneidas.  His  life,  by  hia  grandson,  Eev.  S.  K.  Lothrop,  will  be  found  in  Spark's 
Amer.  Biography,  2  ser.  XV. 

2  This  was  the  celebrated  Joserh  Bkaht,  Thay-en-de-nea-gaf  since  so  well 
known  tbrough  Col.  Stone's  elaborate  biogiaphy  of  him.  TVe  find  the  following 
account  of  his  introduction  to  the  Eer.  Mr.  Wheelock  in  the  hitter's  Narra,tive  of 
the  Indian  School  at  Lebanon,  1763.  "  The  Honourable  Scotch  ComniiiBioners 
in  and  near  Boston,  understanding  and  approving  of  tlie  Design  of  sending  for 
Iniian  Children  of  remote  Tribes,  to  he  educated  here,  were  thg  first  Body,  or 
Society,  who  have  led  the  Way  in  making  an  Attempt  for  that  purpose,  ffliicli 
because  of  the  Newness  and  remarkable  Success  of  it,  and  because  it  may  encour- 
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good  Boys  be  may  See,  and  ineourage  'em  to  accept  the  Generous 
offer  now  made  them,  w'^''  he  promised  to  do,  &  Return  as  Sooii 
as  possible  &  that  without  horses— in  case  tliere  should  not  a 
Sufficient  number,  go  now,  I  wUl  on  return  of  y"  Ind«  from  Hunt- 
age  Euoh  a  DefiigQ  in  time  to  come,  I  suppose  it  may  not  be  disagreeable,  if  I  am 
a  little  particular  in  my  account  of  it;  While  I  was  in  Bosio«  they  passed  a  Vote 
to  this  purpose,  May  7,  1761,  '  That  the  Eev.  Mr.  Whettlock  of  Lebanon  be  de- 
sired, to  fit  ont  Dasid  Fowler,  an  Indian  Youth,  to  accompany  Mr.  Sompton 
Occam,  going  on  a  Mission  to  the  Oneidas,  that  said  David  be  supported  on  said 
Mission  for  a  Term  not  exceeding  i  Montis ;  and  that  he  endeavour  on  hia  Return 
to  brir^  withbimaHumber  of /nrfiitTi  Boys,  not  exceeding  three,  tube  put  under 
Mr.  Wheelock's  Care  and  InBtmotion,  and  that  301.  be  put  into  Mr.  Wheelock't 
Hands  to  carry  this  Des^  Into  Eieeation;  and  that  when  said  Sum  shall  be  ex- 
pended, he  advise  the  Treasurer  of  it,  and  send  his  Accounts  for  Allowance.' 

"  Pdesuakt  to  this  Vote  I  oloathed  and  furnished  said  David  with  Horse  and 
Money,  for  his  long  Tour  into  the  Wilderness,  ivhich  he  set  out  on  June  10th,  in 
Company  with  Mr.  Occam,  by  the  Way  otNcvi-York;  in  which  Journey  he  rode 
above  a  thousand  Miles,  and  by  the  Advice,  Direction  and  Aasistanoe  of  Sir  Wit- 
tiiH  JoHNSOS,  obtained  three  Boys  of  the  Mohawk  HatioU;  mho  were  willir^  to 
leave  their  Friends  and  Country  and  come  among  Strangers  of  another  Language, 
and  quite  another  Manner  of  Living,  and  where,  perhaps,  no  one  of  their  Bation 
then  livii^  had  ever  been ;  and  among  a  People  of  whom  their  Nation  have  been 
of  a  long  Time  inclined  to  entertam  Jealousies.  Their  Names  were,  Joseph, 
l/egyes,  and  Center.  They  arrived  here  ^jfgust  1st,  1761,  but  had  so  much 
Caution  in  the  estraordinaryEnterprize,  that  they  brought  each  of  them  an  Horse 
from  their,  own  CouDtry.  Two  of  them  were  but  little  better  than  naked,  and 
coold  not  apeak  a  Word  of  English.  The  other  being  of  a  Eamily  of  Distinction 
among  thorn,  was  considerably  cloathed,  Jndian-feshion,  and  could  speak  a  few 
words  of  English.  They  let  me  know,  as  soon  as  I  could  understand  them,  that 
Sir  Wu.  Johnson  had  told  them  they  should  return  and  visit  their  Friends  in  the 
Fall  of  the  Tear.    I  took  speedy  Care  to  cleanse  and  cloath  them, 

"  Center's  Countenance,  as  I  thought  when  he  came,  discovered  that  he  was 
not  in  Health.  My  Suspicions  increased,  and  the  Issna  proved  they  were  not 
groundless.  He  continued  with  me  till  the  Fall,  when  the  Physician  I  employed 
advised  me,  that  his  Disorders  threatned  his  Life,  and  prevailed  to  such  a  Degree 
that  he  looked  upon  him  to  be  incurable,  and  that  he  judged  it  best  to  send  him 
back  to  his  Friends,  and  that  soon,  or  it  would  be  too  late  to  send  him  at  all;  and 
accordir^  to  this  Advice  I  sent  him  away  with  Negyes,  having  furnished  them 
with  Money  for  their  Journey  into  the  Mohawk  Country,  on  the  28d  Day  of  Octo- 
ber. Joseph  tarried  longer  to  accompany  young  Kirtland,  who  was  learning  the 
Mohavik  Language  of  him,  and  whom  I  sent  into  that  Country  to  obtain  six  Boys 
of  those  Nations,  to  partalte  of  the  Benefit  of  Sh'  Petbk  Wahben's  Legacy,  ao- 
cordbg  to  the  InstruotJons  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, before  mentioned. 

"  Cejitfr  reached  home,  but  died  soon  after.    Negyes,  I  hear,  was  captivated 
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ing,  advise  them  To  Send  as  many  as  is  required  also  endeavour 
to  Send  one  To  the  Rev^  M''  Graves,'  wliose  oiFer  (if  they  have 
any  common  Sence)  they  will  look  upon  in  the  friendly  &  Gene- 
rous light  it  Deserves. 

As  I  am  very  much  hurried  at  present,  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Kirtland  for  any  perticulars  you  may  choose  to  be 
iuformed  of  as  I  had  a  good  deal  of  Conversation  with  him, 
regarding  the  Present  State  &  Disposition  of  the  Indians  in  seve- 
ran. 

I  wish  you  all  Success  in  it  undertaking 
And  am  w'^  truth  &  Sincerity 
Reverend  Sir^ 
Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
The  Reverend  Eleazer  "ttTieelock.  Wm.  Johnson 


EEV.  JACOB  OEL  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

uijt  mein  hauss  febr.  de  8"  A"  j763. 
To  the  honorable 
Sir  William 
Johnson. 

that  ij  reit  these  Letter  en  trouble  You  bij 
these  ,y  be  forced  for  it  i  the  Reason  is  because  ij  heard  yesterday 
in  the  Castie  that  the  Bostoniers  were  designed  to  erect  schools 

by  a  youi^  Female  and  married.  Ui.  Kirtland  &aii  Joseph  set  oat  &a  the  Mohavik 
Country  November  ith,  and  returned  NoveTaber  27tb,  and  brought  two  Moliavik 
Lads  with  them,  viz.  Masea  and  JohaJines,  by  whom  Sir  Wu.  Johnson  informed 
me  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to  send  the  Rest  when  they  came  in  from  hunting. 
I  informed  the  Hon.  Commissioners  of  the  Statfl  of  the  Case,  and  by  a  Letter 
from  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ckauncy,  Cliairman  of  their  Committee,  in  the  Name  of 
the  rest,  was  desired  to  let  them  have  in  their  Pay  and  under  their  Direction  these 
two  who  came  last  with  Joseph,  which  I  consented  to,  provided  they  would  remit 
the  necessary  Charges  which  I  had  been  at  in  procuring  and  cloathiag  them,  and 
give  me  as  I  afterwards  charged  thern.  for  their  Support  and  Taition,  upon  which 
Conditions  they  tooic  them.  I  immediately  sent  to  Sir  Wh.  Johnson  for  other 
^x  to  partake  of  Sir  FETEa  Wasren's  Legacy.  These  three,  via.  Joseph,  Mosei 
and  Johannes,  continued  with  me  in  the  Fay  of  the  Commissioners  till  May  37, 
1762," 
1  Rev.  Matthew  Graves,  Episcopal  minister  of  New  London,  Comi. 
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m  everij  Castle  by  choosing  uijt  two  jung  boijs  for  to  be  send 
in  nieu  engelland  to  be  instructed  there  and  them  should  mstruet 
the  others  in  proper  learoing.  now  learning  is  good  en  is  most 
necessarij  amongs  the  haddens  that  cannot  be  contradicted  but 
ij  want  to  know  to  what  design  as  it  is  to  introduce  their  own 
Presbijteren  Church  than  can  it  not  tie  allowed,  en  as  it  prejudice 
our  Church  en  Church  ceremonies,euis  not  a  greable  en  conform 
to  them  than  it  must  not  be  allowed  en  as  so  is  it  is  against  them  ■ 
but  as  liet  design  is  with  that  pourpose  than  ij  have  nothing  to 
saij  en  be  content  en  must  be  content  with  it,  now  Sir  ij  let  it  to 
your  Sirs  weisse  consideratie  en  he  shall  to  best  know  de  what  is 
in  these  matters,  en  let  njy  be  ignorant  in  that  matter  .  but  ij 
think  it  shall  not  be  taken  in  a  rang  sense  that  ij  reit  these 
things  to  your  Honour  then  ij  noem  freely  mine  heste  friend 
that  ij  have  here  en  can  trust  ij  want  your  presence  en  to  tak 
freely  to  you  but  yesterday  en  now  is  not  occasie  for  it,  for  to 
hear  your  meaning  in  that  matter  as  it  is  for  the  prejudice  en 
rung  the  Church  ij  cannot  Consent  to  it.  en  ij  must  mantaine  en 
wiU  mantain  the  Church  of  our  Church,  so  lang  ij  can  en  wath 
is  in  mine  little  power  ij  shall  doe,  en  will  doe,  allways  ij  remain 
in  hast  your 

friend  en  well  wisher 
with  all  respect 
P.  S.  ij  hope  en  think  Sir  Williams  en     en  humble  Servant 
TourHonourshallbeforour  churches  John  Jacob  Oel. 

Seithe    adjeu 

as  ij  can  have  an  Answer  thro  of 
by  few  hues  ij  shall  take  it 
for  a  great  Honour. 
(Addressed)    These  Letter  is  directed 
to  the  honorable 
Sir  Baronet  William 
Johnson  overseer 
over  the  Indlen 
affairs  en  present 
now  att 

Cunad  Schoharrij 
*,*  Mr.  Oel  was  appointed  assistant  missionary  to  tha  Mohawk  Indians  in 
1760.    He  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  downto  the  revolution. — Ed. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


THE   SIX   NATIONS.  30 

GEN'  AMHEKST  TO  COL.  BEADSTREET. 

FIRST   PEESBYTERIAK   COKGaEGATIOK    IN   ALBANY. 

New  York  7  March  1762. 
Sir 


Nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to  rae  than  to  Grant  any 
Religious  Community  such  priviledges  as  are  in  my  power  ;  And, 
as  the  Forrage  house  near  the  Main  Guard  is  not  at  present 
wanted,  you  wili,  agreable  to  the  Request  of  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation,  Acquaint  them,  they  have  my  Leave  to  make  use 
of  tlie  said  House  for  their  place  of  worship. 
I  am,  Sir, 

yom-  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Jeff  :  Amherst. 
Colonel  Bradstreet, 
D.  Q.  M.  G. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  REY.  MR.  BARCLAY. 

Fort  Johnson,  March  IS"'  1762. 
Sir 

Tour  favor  of  the  12*  ultimo.  I  have  received,  as  I  did 
sometime  ago  your  answer  concerning  the  land  transmitted  by 
the  Lieut  Governor,  and  cannot  but  consider  your  proposal  as 
very"  reasonable. 

The  experience  which  I  have  had  of  your  good  character 
would  effectually  discredit  any  aspertions  which  might  be  cast 
upon  you. 

I  shall  at  all  timea  pay  a  due  regard  to  merit,  and  your 
recommendation,  and  therefore  cannot  but  approve  of  Mr. 
Bennet  for  his  zeal  to  promote  the  interest  of  Religion,  where 
it  is  so  much  wanted,  but  at  the  same  time  I  must  observe  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  more  than  countenaneo  so  pious  an 
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undertaldiig  as  there  is  no  allowance  for  that  service,  except 
what  is  made  to  Mr.  Ogilvie  who  In  my  opinion  should,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  will  be  readily  induced  to  consider  the  Gentle- 
man's services.  I  am,  &c. 
The  Revd.  M'.  Barclay. 


REV.  DAVID  ZISBEKGER  TO  MR.  PETERS. 

Philadelphia  S""  april  1762. 
Mr.  Peters 

I  am  to  inform  you  that  I  was  obhged  to  take  an  Indian 
Guide  to  shew  me  the  way  to  Wyomink  as  the  whole  country 
was  covered  with  snow  and  the  weather  the  severest  I  ever 
knew  I  agreed  to  give  him  three  Pounds  for  himself  and  his 
horse  and  to  find  provisions  for  him,  vi"''  with  other  Expences 
hath  cost  me  five  Pounds  this  Journey  and  I  hope  you  will  not 
think  five  pounds  too  much  for  my  trouble  considering  how 
many  days  it  hath  taken  up  and  what  danger  I  have  been  in  I  am 
Sir 
Your  most  humble  servant 

David  ,Zisbeegeii 
Rece'd  ten  pounds  for  my  Journey  with  S'.  W™.  Johnsons 
Letter  to  Teedyuscung  at  Wyonunk  &  and  bringing  his  answer  to 
Philadelphia 

April  S""  1762.  David  Zisbehgkh. 

',*  See  Loskiel'a  Hist,  of  the  Moravian  Missions,  part  ii.  197,  for  some  parti, 
cuiars  of  this  visit .    A  sketch  of  Zeisberger's  life  mil  be  found  in  Allen's  Blog . 


EDWARD  JOHNSON,  SCHOOL  MASTER  AT  TUSCARORA,  TO 
SIR  W.  JOHNSON. 

Tuscarora  Castle  April  y*  10""  1763 
Most  Worth  S'. 

Yours  I  received  onthel3of  March  Date  Janfy  30"'  and 
Indeed  S'  I  thank  you  very  kindly  for  the  many  iavours  your 
honour  has  Been  pleased  to  bestow  on  me  But  In  Deed  S^  much 
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more  so  for  your  last  S^  It  Impens  so  that  I  Cant  at  this  time 
Come  my  Self  and  thefore  must  rely  -on  your  own  Goodness  : 
but  I  have  sent  by  as  trusty  a  hand  I  thiuck  as  any  I  Could  Geet 
for  indeed  he  seems  to  be  the  truest  to  me  of  any  of  them 
and  he  is  a  Christian  if  there  is  one  any  where  amongst  them : 
S'.  I  owe  to  the  value  of  three  pounds  wiiich  I  have  taken  up 
since  I  begun  to  teach  these  people :  and  I  have  had  no 
opertunity  of  Earning  any  thing-  for  myself  for  these  people 
will  give  nothing.  S''  I  tell  your  honor  of  all  that  has  hapened 
me.  There  is  here  two  sorts  people  the  one  is  for  the  religion 
and  the  other  is  not  and  that  Party  ia  allways  striving  to  hurt 
me  by  words  and  some  times  allmost  to  the  taking  of  my  life  but 
with  the  help  of  God  I  stand  it  though  with  Great  Difficulty 
and  Danger.  S"'  I  have  been  at  onidia  and  had  there  IS  Scholars 
and  I  have  teached  so  long  tliat  the  are  Come  to  4  Shurly  s"^. 
you  know  as  well  as  I  that  at  this  Time  of  the  year  the  are 
scattered  Every  where,' but  I  believe  when  the  minister  Comes 
there  will  be  a  Great  many  more  that  will  Learn  our  tongue,  but 
S'  there  has  been  here  at  onidia  som  o  the  other  sort  of  people 
which  told  them  that  the  English  wanted  these  to  take  up  with 
our  religion  and  then  the  land  will  be  all  theirs  But  I  have  told  to 
the  Contrary  and  tell  them  that  it  [is]  for  the  Good  of  theii-  Souls 
that  the  English  wants  to  learn  them  and  not  for  lands  for  they 
have  land  Enough  I  Beg  S''  your  honour  will  Give  no  heed  to  fals 
storeys  for  the  bearer  of  this  will  [convince]  you  to  your  own 
satisfaction. 

Sr  Pray  pardon  me  for  being  to  tedious  if  your  honour  Pleaseth 
to  send ;  if  you  Pleas  to  send  it  by  the  bearer  Isaac  or  his 
father  and  one  line  to  let  me  know  what  and  How  much  S' 
Powder  is  very  scears  and  Provision  not  very  Pleanty  if  you 
Pleas  to  answer  this  S'  I  rest  Myself  your  humble  Servant 

Edward  Johkson 

S''  Tlie  Scholers  are  Gone  to  hunting  and  I  am  Gowing  to 
Isaacs  hous  at  Connosomothdian  where  I  believe  I  shall  stay  till 
he  Comes  back  a  Gain. 
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ISAAC  THE  INDIAN  TO  SIE  WM  JOHNSON. 

Tuscarara  Castle  Avril  y«  IQth  1763. 
"Worthy  S^ 

this  Day  Isaac  spoake  to  me  to  write  To  your  honour  Concern 
ing  the  Christian  religion  As  he.  himself  told  you  :  and  as  you 
told  him  :  when  He  was  last  at  your  house  Brother  ;  Sais  he  :  I 
am  now  in  the  very  same  mind  that  I  was  when  you  Saw  me 
Last  and  I  Do  intend  to  keep  this  same  rode  as  Long  as  God  shall 
Give  me  life  and  breath  that  is  with  his  assistance  :  Brotlier  Just 
before  the  Minister  Came  here  the  last  Sumer  I  was  moued  off 
from  this  town  Something  more  than  half  way  to  Connoqnaga  to 
a  Place  Called  Connosomothdian  Wliere  I  have  remaind  till  now. 
and  some  few  Days  a  Gow  the  Came  tome  from  Each  Castle  and 
Desired  me  that  I  should  Either  Come  hack  or  Els  Gow  fororards 
to  Either  of  these  two  Castles  on  the  Count  of  Settleing  of 
affars.  but  knowing  the  Disposion  of  both  In  shorti  Dont  like 
Either  the  told  me  by  a  belt  of  Wampom  the  town  and  people 
was  mine  To  Do  as  I  thought  proper  and  I  think  It  would  be  best 
for  tliem  both  to  Come  to  me  as  there  is  good  land  Every  thing 
Pieanty  there  and  nothing  Is  Plenty  where  the  now  are  but  rum 
and  the  all  know  that  I  have  Done  with  that  with  the  help  of 
Gcod.  Now  Brother  I  want  your  advice,  in  this  and  I  shall  here 
what  you  Say  In  this  case,  the  aay  also  it  is  very  hard  that  I 
Dont  mind  them  and  their  ways.  S'  I  think  If  I  may  Speak  one 
word  that  as  there  is  a  Division  amongst  themselves  it  would  be 
proper  for  them  that  follow  the  Christian  religion  to  live  by 
themselves. 

S''  Concerning  the  Stories  that  your  honour  has  hard  of  me  if 
you  pleas  to  ask  tliis  man  and  he  can  tell  you  Whetre  it  be  true 
or  not  this  from  your  Loving  Brother, 
Isaac 
and  from  your  humble  Servant 

Edwaed  Johnson. 

Sarah  the  wife  of  Isaac  Gives  her  kind  love  to  your  honour 
And  Desires  the  favour  of  a  little  Cliocolate  if  you  please. 
And  She  remains  your  most  Loving  Sister  till  Death 
Sakah  Isaac 
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BEV.  MK  WHEELOCK  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon  20'^  Aug*  1762. 
HonJ  Sir. 

Yoni'S  by  David,  with  tliree  Eoya,  came  Safe  on  Wednesdaij 
Evening  after  he  left  you.  The  two  Smaller  of  the  Ladds  seem 
well  contented,  love  their  Book,  and  make  good Pioficiency  ;  the 
other  seems  not  to  Jiave  a  Genius  for  Leirniiig,  and  is  desirous  to 
return.  Joseph  and  the  other  two  are  also  well,  and  behave 
very  well 

David  informs  me  that  the  Youth  of  whom  I  wrote  you,  and 
for  whom  I  sent  him,  viz  George  Haxton  was  iraployed  at  the 
Royal  Block  House  at  Onoyada  Lake  by  one  Ee'ggens  a 
Trader  wiio  hves  at  Fort  StanwiCk,  and  that  M'  Occom  informed 
him,  that  the  youth  was  inclined  to  Come  but  his  obligations  to 
Reggens,  and  Reggens'  violent  opposition  to  it  forbad  him  for  the 
present,  And  that  the  Youth  appears  likely  to  answer  our  pur- 
pose, your  Hon''  is  most  likely  to  know,  and  best  abel  of  any 
man  to  Judge  in  the  affair,  Will  you  please,  sir,  to  make  the 
Enquiry,  and  if  you  think  favourably  of  my  being  at  the  Expenee 
of  fitting  him  for  Interpreter  or  Missionary,  be  Instrumental  to 
his  coming  hither  for  that  Purpose. 

In  a  letter  I  wrote  you  last  Fall  I  proposed  that  if  way  could 
be  made  for  setting  up  of  this  School  in  some  convenient  Place, 
And  the  Settlement  of  three  or  four  Towns  round  about  it,  I 
would  remove  with  it,  and  bring  Several  Ministers  with  me  of 
the  best  Character  and  take  Care  to  people  the  Place  with  In- 
habitants of  known  Honesty,  Integrity,  and  such  as  Love  Indians, 
&  will  seek  their  Interest,  but  whether  the  Letter  reached  you 
or  not  I  never  heard,  or  whether  you  thought  it  any  more  than  a 
sudden  indigested  thought  I  cant  tell,  however  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  hear  if  there  be  any  Probability  that  such  a  Design  may 
be  Effected  ;  If  your  HoTi'  can  iind  Leisure  enough  amidst  your 
weighty  affairs  to  gratify  me  in  the  things  which  I  have  assumed 
the  Boldness  to  request  of  yon,  you  will  Greatly  oblige  me  and 
I  hope  the  Nature  of  the  affair  and  the  assurances  your  Hon^has 
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given  me  of  your  Friendship  towards  it  will  be  esteemed  a  suffi 
cient  excuse  for  me  and  that  your  Hon''  will  believe  that  I  am  with 
the  most  sincere  Respect 

your  most  Obed'  and  most  Humiii^  Serv' 

Eleazar  Wheelock. 
Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet. 


REV.  MR.  WHEELOCK  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 
Lebanon  S 


Your  Honour  has  no  doubt  been  informed  of  a  Legacy 
of  Sir  Peter  Warren  of  about  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
Sterling  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  it  being  the  Sum  due  to  him  from  that  Province,  as  his 
Commissions  for  their  pay  from  the  Crown  for  taking  Cape 
Breton  some  Years  ago,  and  which  he  gave  to  be  by  them 
improved  at  Six  p''  Cent  for  the  Education  of  the  youth  of  the 
Sin  JVations.  It  has  lain  unimproved  until  last  Fall,  when  I  was 
in  Boston,  1  was  informed  of  it,  and  preferred  a  Memorial  to 
the  General  Assembly  there,  and  prayed  for  the  use  of  it  in  this 
Scliool,  in  answer  to  which  they  Voted  as  you  have  seen,  that  I 
should  be  allowed  for  the  support  ofSix  Youth  of  the  Six  Nations, 
Twelve  pounds  lawful  money  for  each,  for  one  year,  and 
accordingly  I  have  now  obtained  the  Boys,  and  they  are  under 
the  best  advantages  if  they  have  but  the  Wisdom  to  improve 
them. 

But  there  is  since  in  and  about  Boston  a  Society  incorporated 
for  Indian  Affairs,  which  includes  all  the  Scotish  Commissioners, 
many  more  to  the  Number  of  Eighty,  and  they  have  lately 
found  out,  as  I  understand  by  Doc^  Chauncy,  that  the  method 
I  am  taking  is  not  the  best  way  to  promote  Religion  and  Learning 
among  tlie  Sis:  JVoHons,  but  a  much  likelier  one  is,  by  setting 
up  Enghah  Schools  among  them,  the  Children  to  live  with  their 
Parents,  and  attend  upon  the  School,  their  Parents  to  Support 
them   &c,  and  that  they  design  io  apply  for  the  use  of  said 
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Legacy  for  that  purpose,  and  let  these  Boys  go  where  tliey  will, 
but  considering  the  insuceessfuhiess  of  schools  set  up  thus 
amoi^  the  little  Tribes  in  these  parts  through  their  want  of 
a  due  esteem  of,  and  desire  for  Learning,  their  savage  roving 
disposition,  their  want  of  Government  amongst  themselves;  their 
Poverty,  their  proneness  to  imbibe  prejudices  against  English 
masters,  especially  on  acco'  of  a  good  and  necessary  Govern- 
ment &c  by  which  means  they  dont  get  so  much  Learning  in  seven 
years  as  they  do  in  this  School  in  One,  and  that  notwithstanding 
their  Parents  keep  much  at  home,  not  having  dependance  upon 
huriting  for  their  support  &c.  Gentlemen  here  are  generally,if  not 
universally  of  Opinion  that  this  method  is  by  far  preferable  at 
least  for  the  present  till  a  Number  of  tlieir  own  sons  are  fitted 
for  School  Masters,  Lc. 

Tour  Honour  best  of  any  man  knows  what  methods  have  the 
greatest  Probability  of  Success  among  the  Six  Nations,  and  if 
you  tliink  with  me  tJiat  It  is  best  to  continue  these  Boys  as  they 
are,  and  will  please  to  write  your  Mind  to  Govern''  Bernard  with 
the  Reasons  of  it,  I  doubt  not  but  as  it  is  generally  understood 
that  your  Uncle  designed  a  Testimony  of  his  Respect  to  you  in 
that  Donation,  so  that  Assembly  will  likely  lay  great  Weight 
upon  what  you  shall  write,  and  if  your  Honour  will  please  to 
inclose  it  to  me  I  can  send  it  direct  by  the  Post. 

And  if  it  were  not  too  great  boldness  I  would  ask  the  favour 
to  know  the  substance  of  what  you  write,  it  may  be  of  some 
advantage  to  me, 

I  want  also  to  know  whether  your  Honour  thinks  it  likely 
that  this  School  may  after  a  while  be  set  up  in  some  convenient 
place  near  you  accommodated  with  three  or  four  Towns  of 
well  chosen  Inhabitants.  I  understand  that  some  of  our  People 
are  about  to  settle  our  new  Purchase  on  Susquahannah  Eiver, 
if  it  does  not  disoblige  and  prejudice  the  Indians  I  shaU  be  glad, 
and  it  may  be  if  that  settlement  should  go  on  a  Door  may  open 
for  my  Design  on  that  Purchase,  but  your  Honour  has  full 
under sta.nding  of  the  alfair,  and  interested  therein,  and  I  can 
rely  with  greater  Safety  on  your  Judgment  and  Counsel  tha.n 
any  other  mans. 
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Joseph  and  the  rest  of  the  Boys  are  well,  studious  and  diligent. 
I  hope  you  have  received  a  Line  I  sent  you  a  few  weeks  ago, 
and  that  you  will  be  able  to  send  me  the  English  Youth  of 
■whom  I  wrote  if  you  esteem  him  likely  and  suitable  for  the 
Purpose. 

I  pray  your  Honour  to  excuse  the  Trouble  I  so  often  give 
you,  and  believe  that  I  am 

With  Sincere  Respect 
P.  S.  Being  yet  weali  after  a      Your  Honours 
fit  of  sickness  I  am  obliged  Most  obedient  and  most 

to  write  you  by  the  hand  humble  servant 

of  my  Pupil.  Eleazer  Wheelock 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bai-onet 


Sir 


RETD.  DR.  POMEOY  TO  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON. 

Hebron  Septembr  8*  1762. 


The  Fame  of  your  Humanity,  &  Benevolence  in  general ; 
and  especially,  what,  I  have  more,  lately  heard  by  Mr.  Wheelock, 
of  your  forwardness  to  encourage  the  Indian  School,  under  his 
care  emboldens  me  to  trouble  your  Hon'  witli  a  Line,  or  two,  in 
Tavor  of  that  truly  noble,  &  charitable  Design — and  as  I  am 
perswaded,  you  will  rejoice  at  an  opportunity  to  do  good  to  your 
fellow-men,  advance  the  Interest  of  Christs  Kingdom  among  tke 
Heathen  Nations,  and  more  firmly  attach  them  to  tlie  Crown  of 
great  Brittain;  and  as  T  am  somewhat  concerned,  in  the 
Important  aifair  of  s''  school,  so  I  wo'd  now  earnestly  bespeak 
your  Patronage  of  it ;  not  Dou'ting  but  tha:t  you  will  be  able, 
in  various  ways  to  subserve  the  truely  generous  Design. 

M'  Wheelock,  having  acted  liitherto  very  much  alone,  in  the 
Important  Business,  and  his  true  character  not  very  universally 
known  ;  It  appears  reasonable,  those  who  encourage  him  in  it, 
sho'd  have  some  proper  testimonials  of  his  qualification  for  it, 
I  therefore  now  take  the  freedom  to  transmit  to  you  Inclosed  in 
this;  a  Coppy  of  a  Letter  of  Recommendation,  sent  to  Mr. 
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Debert,  Merchant  In  London  ;  The  perusal,  whereof  may  possibly 

give  you  ail  the  sathfaction,  at  present  necessary,  and  excuse 

from  troubling  you  any  further,  Him,  who  is,  witli  the  utmost 

Respect 

Your  Honour's  most  sincere,  most  obedient,  and  very  Humie  ser"' 

Benjamin  Pomroy, 
To  Sir  "WiUiara  Johnson  Baronet. 

*,"  Rtiv.  Dr.  Pomroy,  tvother- in-law  of  the  Kev.EIeazer  "Wheeloclc.  graduated 
at  Tale  in  1733,  and  was  ordained  in  1735.  He  served  as  a  Chaplain  in  theFrench 
and  Revolutionary  wars,  and  died  at  Hebron,  Dec.,  1784,  aged  80  years,  lie  is 
represented  as  one  of  the  hest  preachers  of  his  day. — Aiieh, 


[EnoloanvB  In  Dr  Pomroy'a  letter.] 

Chilsea  in  Norwich  July  10th  1762 
Sir, 

We  Ministersof  the  Gospel, and  Pastorsof  Clmrches, hereafter 
mentioned  with  our  Names,  having  for  a  number  of  years  past 
lieai'd  of,  or  seen  with  pleasure  the  Zeal,  Courage,  and  firm 
Resolution  of  the  Rev*  Eleazar  Wbeelock  of  Lebanon  to  prose- 
cute to  Effect,  a  Design  of  spreading  the  Gospel  among  the 
Natives  in  the  Wilds  of  our  America,  and  especially  his  Perse- 
verance in  it  amidst  the  many  peculiar  Discouragements  he  had 
to  encounter  during  the  late  years  of  the  War  here,  and  upon  a 
Plan  which  appears  to  us  to  have  the  greatest  probability  of 
Success  Viz,  by  the  Mission  of  their  own  Sons  ;  and  as  we  are 
verily  persuaded  that  the  smiles  of  divine  Providence  upon  his 
School,  and  the  Success  of  his  endeavours  hitherto,  justly  may 
and  ought  to  encourage  him,  and  all,  to  believe  it  to  be  of  God, 
and  that  which  he  will  own  and  succeed  for  the  glory  of  his  own 
great  Name  in  the  Enlargement  of  the  Kingdom  of  onr  divine 
Redeemer,  as  well  as  for  the  great  Benefit  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  especially  of  his  Majestys  Dominions  in  America, 
so  we  apprehend  the  present  openings  in  Providence  ought  to 
invite  Christians  of  every  Denomination  to  Unite  tlieir  Endeavours 
and  lend  a  helping  hand  in  carrying  on  the  charitable  design,  and 
we  are  heartily  sorry  if  Party  Spirit  and  Party  differences  shall 
at  all  obstruct  the  Progress  of  it,  or  the  old  Leaven  in  this  Land 
ferment  uDon  this  Occasion,  and  give  a  watchful  adversary  Oppor- 


_jOo»^Ic 


318  PAPERS   RELATING   TO 

tunity  so  to  turn  the  course  of  Endeavours  into  another  Channel 
as  to  defeat  the  design  of  spreading  the  Gospel  among  the 
Heathen,  to  prevent  which,  and  encourage  Unanimity,  and  Zeal 
in  prosecuting  the  design,  we  loolc  upon  it  our  Duty  as  Christians, 
and  especially  as  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  give  our  Testimony, 
that  as  we  verily  believe,  a  disinterested  Regard  to  the  Advance- 
ment of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom,  and  the  Good  of  his  Majesty's 
Dominions  in  Amei;ica  were  the  governing  Motives  which  atfii'st 
induced  the  Rev^  M'  Wheelock  to  enter  upon  the  great  afE'air, 
and  to  risli  his  own  private  Interest  as  he  has  done  since  in 
carrying  it  on,  so  we  esteem  his  Plan  to  be  good,  his  Measures 
prudently  and  well  concerted,  his  Endowments  peculiar,  his  Zeal 
fervent,  his  Endeavours  indefatigable  for  the  accomplisliing  this 
design,  and  we  know  no  Man  Hkeminded  who  will  naturally 
care  for  the  State.  May  God  prolong  his  Life,  and  make  him 
extensively  useful  in  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  We  have  also 
some  of  us  at  his  desire  examined  his  Accompts,  and  find  that 
beside  driving  in  all  his  own  Labour  and  trouble  in  the  Affair,  he 
has  charged  for  the  Support,  Schooling  &ca  of  the  Youth  at  the 
lowest  rate  it  could  be  done  for,  as  the  price  of  things  have 
been,  and  still  is  amongst  us,  and  we  apprehend  the  generous 
Donations  already  made,  have  been,  and  we  are  confident  will  be 
laid  out  in  the  most  prudent  manner,  and  with  the  best  advice 
for  the  furthering  of  the  important  Design,  and  we  pray  God 
abundantly  to  reward  the  liberality  of  any  upon  this  occasion, 
and  we  hope  the  Gtenerosity,  especially  of  Persons  of  distinction 
and  Note  W'ill  be  a  happy  lead  and  inducement  to  still  greater 
liberalities,  and  in  Consequence  thereof,  the  wide  extended  Wil- 
derness of  America  will  blossom  as  the  Rose,  habitations  of 
Cruelty  become  dwelling  places  of  Righteousness,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  Thousands  ready  to  perish  come  upon  all  those,  whose 
Love  to  Christ  and  Charity  to  them  has  been  shown  upon  this 
Occasion  ivhich  is  the  hearty  Prayer  of 
Sir 
Yonr  most  sincere  Friends  and 
humble  Servants 
Ebenezer  Rossiter,  Pastor  of  the  first  Chh  in  Stonington 
Joseph  Fish,        Pastor  of  the  Second  Chh  in  Stonington 
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Natliaiiiel   Whitaker,   Pastor    of  the   Church  at   Chilsea  iu 
Norwich 

Benjamin  Pomroy,        Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  Hebron 
Ehjah  Lathrop,        Pastor  of  tlie  Church  at  Gilead  iu  Hebron 
^fatha.^iel  Eells,        Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Stoningtoii 
Mather  Byles,        Pastor  of  the  first  Chh  in  New  London 
Jonatlian  Barber,        Pastor  of  a  Chh  in  Groton 
Matthew  Graves,        Missionary  at  New  London 
Peter  Powers,    Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Newent  in  Norwich 
Daniel  Kirtland,  former  Pastor  of  the  Clih  at  Newent  in 
Norwicli 

Aslier  Bossiter,        Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  Presson 
Jabez  Wight,        Pastor  of  the  fourth  Chh  in  Norwich 
David  Jewett,        Pastor  of  the  second  Chh  in  New  London 
Benjamin  Throop,        Pastor  of  a  Cluu'cli  in  Norwich 
Samuel  Mosely,        Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Windham 
Stephen  Wiiite,        Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Windham 
Richard  Salter,        Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Mansfield 
Timothy  Allen,        Pastor  of  the  Chui-ch  at  Ashford 
Ephraim  Little,        Pastor  of  the  first  Chh  in  Colchester 
Hobart  Eaatabrook,        Pastor  of  a  Chli  in  East  haddani 
Joseph  Fowler,        Pastor  of  a  Ohli  in  East  haddam 
Benjamin  Boardman,  Pastor  of  the  4""  Chh  of  Christ  in  Mid- 
dletown 

John  Norton,     Pastor  of  the  5^  Chh  of  Christ  in  Middletown 
Benjamin  Dunning,   Pastor  of   a    Ohh  of  Clirist  in   Marl- 
borough 

The  above  and  foregoingis  a  True  Copy  of  the  Original 
examined  by  us. 

Samuel  Geay 
Samuel  Kibtlakd 
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SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  EEV.  DR.  POMROY. 

Johnsoii  Hall  October  16th  i763 
Sir 

The  other  day  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  tlie  8^'  ult"  toge- 
ther with  a  Letter  of  Recommendation  seat  to  M'  Debert  in 
London. 

I  sbaJl  be  always  ready  to  do  any  thing  in  ihy  power  for  the 
publicgoodandthepromoting  knowledge  and  instruction  amongst 
tlie  Indians,  and  am  very  glad  to  find  a  Gentleman  of  your  pious 
sentiments  and  abilities  is  in  some  measure  concerned  in  the 
School  with  M''  Wheelock  concerning  whom  I  have  always  enter- 
tained the  most  favourable  Sentiments,  and  therefore  have  not 
the  least  doubt  of  his  Qualifications  for  tlie  discharge  of  that 
Trust. 

Tiie  testimonials  m  his  behalf  whicli  you  transmitted,  deserve 
all  due  regai'd,  and  shall  be  considered  by  me  as  proofs  of  the 
Esteem  which  is  paid  to  his  Character. 

I  shall  at  all  times  be  glad  to  promote  so  useful  a  design  and 
heartily  wish  you  success  in  your  undertakings. 
I  am  Sir 
Yonr  well  wisiier 
and  Humble  Servant 

The  Revd  M''  Pomroy.  Wm.  Johnson. 


SIR  W.  JOHNSON  TO  RET.  MR.  WHEELOCK. 

Johnson  Hall  Ocf  le'i"  1763 
Sir 

I  have  been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  8"^  ult",  and  agxee 
■with  you  in  opinion  that  the  Indian  Children  will  not  improve  in 
their  Studys  near  so  much  from  the  method  proposed  of  Erecting 
Schools  in  their  Nations,  as  they  would  do  according  to  your 
plan  of  Education,  whereby  they  are  kept  out  of  the  way  of  k 
uninfluenced  by  bad  Example,  but  notwitlistanding  these  my 
sentiments  on  that  head  I  should  not.  chuse  to  interfere  therein 
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as  those  Gentlemen  cannot  but  observe  on  due  consideration  the 
advantages  wJiich  the  one  plan  hath  in  preference  to  the  other 

Wliilst  the  Indians  remain  in  their  present  Sentiments  it  will 
be  highly  improper  to  attempt  any  Settlement  in  their  Countiy 
as  .they  are  greatly  disgusted  at  the  great  Thirst  which  we  all 
seem  to  shew  for  their  Lands,  and  therefore  I  must  give  it  as 
my  opinion  that  any  Settlement  on  the  Snsqu'ehanna  River  may 
prove  fatal  to  those  who  shoidd  attempt  to  Establish  themselves 
thereon,  as  the  Indians  have  all  declared  not  only  their  great 
aversion  thereto,  but  have  also  threatned  to  prevent  any  such 
Settlement,  so  that  I  hope  the  dangers  to  which  they  may  be 
Exposed,  together  with  your  Governor's  proclamation  against 
the  same,  will  induce  those  concerned  to  drop  their  undertaking. 

When  I  can  find  out  the  English  youth  you  mention,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  comply  with  your  request  If  I  find  he  will  answer 
your  purpose.     I  am  glad 'to  hear  that  the  Boys  prosecute  their 
studies  witb  diligence  and  hope  you  haveperfeetly  recovered  of 
your  late  indisposition,  as  I  am 
Sir 
Your  well  wisher  and  very  humble 
Servant 

The  BeVi  M''  Wheelock  Wm.  Johnson. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  DR.  BARCLAY, 

RESPECTING   A    NEW   EDITION   OF  THE   INDIAN   PRAYER  BOOK. 

Johnson  Hall  Octr  16>h  1762 
Dear  Sir 

When  I  was  last  at  New  Tork  I  acquainted  you  with  my  design 
of  having  a  new  Edition  of  the  Indian  Prayer  Book  printed  of 
which  you  were  pleased  to  undertake  the  inspection. 

I  now  therefore  herewith  transmit  you  the  old  Edition,  which 
as  it  wanted  the  Singing  Psalms,  I  therefore  send  you  such  of 
them  in  Manuscript  as  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  together  with 
the  Communion  Service,  &  Public  Baptism  of  In&nts  &c.  which 
they  woidd  be  desirous  to  have  inserted,  as  aiso  some  Prayers  of 

Vol.  IV.  21 
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the  propriety  of  which  you  are  the  most  proper  Judge,  you  will 
therefore  please  to  do  therein  as  you  shall  Judge  best. 

You  will  please  to  direct  that  there  be  printed  400  Setts  on  a 
better  type,  and  paper  than  that  of  the  Former  and  as  the  Square 
Figure  of  that  Edition  rendered  it  somewhat  inconvenient  the 
present  may  make  a  handsome  small  Octavo. 

In  order  to  bestow  on  principal  People,  I  would  chuse  to  have 
3>  Setts  out  of  the  beforementioned  400  printed  on  a  fifte  Paper 
&  type  and  neatly  bound,  Lettered  on  the  back  and  gilt,  of  two 
Setts  of  whicli  I  must  beg  your  acceptance,  &  that  you  will  make 
any  alterations  or  additions  which  you  may  tliink  necessary 
thro'out  the  work  ordering  the  same  to  be  bound  in  such  manner 
as  you  shall  judge  most  fitting. 

I  am  convinced  you  will  have  particular  pleasure  in  taking 
under  your  inspection  a  performance  calculated  tor  the  instruc- 
tion of  tile  ignorant,  &  the  promoting  of  Christianity  wliich  witli 
my  experience  of  your  abilities  are  the  principal  inducemt'  to 
offer  you  this  trouble  by  recommending  the  whole  to  your  care, 
lam. 

The  Rev*  D''  Barclay  with  Sincerity,  Dear  Sir,  &c. 


EEVD  m  WHEELOCK  TO  SIR  W"  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon  20">  Jan"  A  D  1763. 
Sir 

The  inclosed  from  M''  Charles  Jeffery  Smith'  is  not  the  Fruit 
of  an  Enthusiastic  turn  of  Mind  or  any  Freak  of  a  heated  Imagi- 

1  Uev.  C,  J.  Smith  was  a  descendant  of  Col.  William  Smith  of  St.  George's 
Manor,  L.  I.  It  ia  surmised  that  his  father  was  Henry  S.,  who  died  in  llil. 
He  was  ordained  at  Lebanon  in  June,  1763,  and  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Ono- 
hoghqoage  as  a  missionary,  but  he  had  not  time  to  effect  much  good  in  that 
quarter,  as  hi*!  labors  were  interrupted  by  the  Pontiae  war.  He  letnrned  in 
coiiiequence,  and  went  to  Brookhaven  where  he  resided  in  1766.  He  afterwards 
itinerated  in  the  south  and  was  very  successful  as  a  preacher  among  the  colored 
population  of  Virginia.  He  devoted  much  of  his  means  to  charitable  purposes. 
Ed. 
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nation,  but  the  Kesult  of  much  Deliberation  &  good  Advice  ; 
and  your  Hon^  may  depend  upon  it  as  sach. 

He  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  about  33  years  of  age.  He 
received  the  Honours  of  our  College  five  yeai's  ago  ;  and  has 
obtained  a  good  and  unblemished  Character,  He  had  the  offer 
of  the  Place  and  Office  of  a  Tutor  in  our  College  last  Fall  but 
refused  it  for  the  sake  of  teaching  this  Indian  School  gratis.  He 
is  the  oniy  son  of  his  Father,  who  lived  at  Brook  Haven  on 
Long  Island,  and  there  died  about  1 5  years  ago.  And  the  estate 
left  to  this  young  Gentleman,  he  supposes  to  be  sufficient  to 
support  himself  and  an  Intei'preter  in  the  Business  of  a  Mission- 
ary among  the  Indians,  to  which  Purpose  he  seems  inclined  to 
devote  it.  I  esteem  him  remai-kalily  turn'd  for  that  Business. 
And  make  no  doubt  your  Hon'  will  have  much  satisfaction  in 
him  when  you  shall  have  opportunity  to  know  his  worth  by 
personal  acquaintance  with  him  ;  for  I  think  you  will  find  the 
amiable  Characters  of  a  Gentleman,  a  Scholar,  and  a  Christian 
very  agreably  meeting  in  him. 

And  the  poor  Heathen  will  not  have  occasion  to  object  against 
him  as  they  have  done  against  some  "  that  he  loves  himself  and 
his  money  more  than  the  Indians" 

Joseph  and  the  rest  of  the  Boya  from  your  Quarter  are  all 
well  and  make  good  Progress  in  Learning.  T  was  much  discour- 
aged with  the  bigest  Abraham  for  some  Time,  but  he  does  very 
well  of  late, 

Joseph  is  indeed  an  excellent  youth,  he  has  much  indeared 
himself  to  me,  as  well  as  to  his  Master,  and  every  body  else,  by 
his  good  Behaviour:  When  M^  Smith  first  proposed  to  me  his 
taking  him  for  his  Interpreter,  I  opposed  it,  fearing  it  would 
obstruct  his  Studies,  and  expose  him  to  get  into  a  roving  unset- 
tled State  ;  but  upon  further  Consideration  I  am  of  Opinion  it 
will  be  best,  as  M'  Smith  is  apt  and  able  to  teach,  and  proposes 
to  bed  and  board  with  him.  If  it  should  prove  otherwise  and 
be  a  mean  to  prevent  his  pursuing  his  Studies  afterwards  I  shall 
be  very  sorry 

I  very  Thankfully  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yours  by  M'-' 
Kingsley,  but  your  Letter  to  Joseph  which  you  mention  in  that 
to  me,  never  arrived,  nor  can  I  guess  what  was  the  Fate  of  it. 
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My  School  now  consists  of  25,  who  depend  wlioUy  upon  the 
Charities  of  Go'ds  people  for  their  support,  and  If  the  Hearts  of 
Gentlemen  shall  continue  open  to  contribute  supplies  for  it,  we 
must  in  a  little  Time  determine  where  to  fix  it  in  order  to  build 
conveniently  for  it. 

Govemour  Wentworth  has  offered  a  Tract  of  Land  in  the 
western  part  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  which  he  is 
now  settling,  for  the  use  of  it  if  we  will  fix  it  there.  And  there 
has  been  some  Talk  of  fixing  it  in  one  of  the  New  Townships 
in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  which  he  upon  New 
York  Line  near  Albany.  But  whether  either  of  tliose  Places, 
or  here  where  it  now  is  will  be  best  for  the  Furtherance  of  the 
general  Design,  is  not  yet  determined.  I  much  want  to  consult 
your  Honour  in  the  Affair,  but  must  wait  upon  providence, 
and  remain  with  sincere  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  Honours 

Most  obedient,  and 

Most  Humble  Servant 

Eleazar  Wheelock 
Sir  William  Johnson  Earonet 

April.  10. 1763 

This  Letter  has  lain  by  waiting  for  an  opportunity  till  now, 
and  what  the  fate  of  it  will  be  I  cant  tell.  Your  Two  to  Joseph 
came  as  he  informs  you,  had  the  former  came  seasonably  he 
should  Mkely  have  gone  with  Kirtland  to  N.  Jersey  College,  but 
I  apprehend  it  is,  all  things  considered,  better  as  it  is,  I  purpose  to 
take  him  with  me  to  Porfsmouth  about  160  miles  this  Spring 
and  would  not  have  you  expect  him  till  June  when  M''.  Smith 
Designs  to  take  the  journey  with  him. 

I  am  Yours  ut  ante 

E.  Wbeelock, 
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MR.  SMITH  TO  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon  January  18^  A.  D.  1763. 
Sir 

Though  I  have  not  the  Honor  of  personal  Acquaintance 
with  yoUj  yet  the  important  and  repeated  services  you  have 
done  Your  Country,  have  long  made  me  acquainted  with  Your 
Charecter,  which  shines  with  such  distinguished  Lustre  in  the 
Annals  of  Tame. 

Yet  I  should  not  presume  to  give  you  this  Trouble,  was  I  not 
moved  and  emboldened  hereto,  by  an  Affair  of  some  Importance, 
the  Execution  of  which  depends  much  on  Your  Honours 
Approbation. 

This  Necessity  I  liope  your  Candour  will  admit  as  a  sufficient 
Excuse,  for  the  Liberty  a  Stranger  takes  in  writeing  to  you  :  and 
therefore  without  further  Apology  I  beg  Leave  to  lay  the  Affair 
before  you. 

I  propose  next  Summer  to  take  an  excursion  into  the  Mohawk 
Country  as  a  Missionary ;  and  being  a  stranger  to  the  Indian  Dialect, 
I  must  of  Consequence  improve  an  Interpreter,  having  spent 
some  Time  here  as  a  schoolmaster,  (with  that  worthy  Gentleman 
and  eminent  Friend  of  Indians  The  Rev^  M"".  Wheelock)  I 
have  "Contracted  an  intimate  Acquaintance  with  Joseph  who 
I  understand  is  high  in  your  affection  and  esteem,  and  has  the 
Wisdom  and  Prudence  to  resign  himself  to  your  Direction  and 
Conduct— as  He  is  a  promising  Youth,  of  a  sprightly  Genius, 
singular  Modesty,  and  a  Serious  Turn,  I  know  of  none  so  well 
calculated  to  answer  my  End  as  He  is — in  which  Design  He 
woud  very  Willingly  and  cheerfully  engage  shoud  Your  Honour 
consent  to  and  approve  of  it. 

He  has  so  much  endeared  Himself  to  me  by  his  Amiable 
Deportment;  his  Laudable  Thirst  after  and  Progress  in  Learning: 
that  did  I  not  apprehend  this  woud  be  as  beneficial  to  Him,  as 
advantageous  to  me,  I  shoud  neither  desire  his  Assistance  nor 
solicit  Your  Approbation. 

but  T  apprehend  I  can  much  sooner  perfect  Him  in  the  English. 
Language,  and  better  instruct  Him  in  whatever  He  shall  have 
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occasion  to  itarn,  when  he  is  constantly  with  me,  and  J  can 
devote  myself  so  much  more  to  his  Service,  than  when  in  the 
School  where  a  large  Number  are  to  be  taken  care  of  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Him — and  perhaps  this  woud  be  a  Spur  to  Him,  as 
well  as  an  additional  Motive  witli  Me,  to  take  particular  Pains 
in  accomplishing  Him  for  such  a  Service,  and  so  the  general 
Design  of  His  Education  be  rather  forwarded  than  retarded. 

Shoud  Your  Honour  acquiesce  in,  and  approve  of  the  Propo- 
sal, I  shoud  immediately  take  upon  me  the  whole  Expence  of 
his  Education  ;  and  so  long  as  he  sei-ves  in  the  Character  of  an 
Interpreter,  would  aUow  him  a  genteel  Reward. 

The  present  Excursion  is  designed  only  for  a  few  months, 
after  which  He  can  return  again  to  this  School,  so  that  I  imagine 
if  its  of  no  Advantage,  it  can  be  but  of  little  disadvantage  to  Him. 
but  if  there  shoud  be  farther  occasion  for  Him  and  it  shoud 
be  agreable  to  You  to  have  Him  continued  in  such  a  Service, 
T  trust  that  I  shall  do  Honourably  by  Him. 

If  Your  Honour  woud  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with  Your 
Sentiments  relative  hereto,  it  woud  be  received  as  a  Favour,  And 
acknowledged  with  Gratitude  by  Him,  who,  relying  on  Your 
Candour  to  excuse  the  Pralisity,  and  pardon  the  Inaccuracies 
of  this  Letter,  begs  Leave  in  the  most  Respectful  Manner  to 
Subscribe  Himself 

Your  Honours  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant 

Charles  Jeffrv  Smith 
Sir  William  Johnson 


MR.  WEYMAN,  PRINTER,  TO  THE  REV.  DR.  BARCLAY. 

CONCERNING  THE  INDIAN  PUAYER  BOOK. 

Bevi  Sir 

I  crave  your  Pardon  for  not  answering  you  sooner  relating 
to  the  Prayer  Book: — The  Government  Work  laid  heavy  on  my 
Hands  at  the  Time  yoii  sent  i'^;  bat  having  now  dispatoh'd  it, 
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can  begin  upon  the  Book  as  soon  as  Sir  William  thinks  proper 
to  engage  at  the  Prices  and  form  mentioned, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obliged, 

Humble  Servant, 
H".  York,  April  a-i  1763.  Wm.  Weyman.  ' 

To  B'  Barclay. 


1  WiLLiAH  Wetman  was  son  of  the  rector  of  the  Episcopal  church  at  Oxford, 
Philadelphia  Co,,  Pa.  He  served  hia  time  to  Tm.  Bradford  in  PMladelphia,  and 
iti  Jan.  1758  l>ecame  a  partner  of  John  Parker  of  Hew  York.  Weyman  managed 
tlie  concerns  of  this  firm,  which  published  a  newspaper  called  the  N.  T.  Gazette 
or  "Weekly  Post  Boy,  and  several  books.  A  piece  entitled  "  Observations  on  the 
Circumstances  and  Conduct  of  the  people  in  the  counties  of  tnater  and  Orange  in 
the  Prov'ce  of  Sew  York,"  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Hezefeiai  "Watkins  of  New- 
burgh,  having  appeared  In  the  paper  of  the  16lh  March,  1765,  the  Assembly  on 
whose  conduct  it  reflected,  took  umbrage  and  summoned  the  printers  to  their 
bar.  Weyman  alone  appeared  at  first,  but  Parker  came  into  town  immediatelj 
and  surrendered  himself  to  the  Sergeant  at  Arms,  but  on  petition  they  were 
shortly  afterwards  discharged.  "Watkins  was  Missionary  of  the  Society  for  Pro- 
pagating the  Gospel ;  On  being  arrested  by  order  of  the  House  in  the  course  of 
the  following  year,  he  acknowledged  himself  the  author  of  the  piece,  was  repri- 
manded and  discharged.  In  Jan.  1759,  Weymam'a  partnership  with  Porter  was 
dissolved,  and  on  16th  Feb.  he  commenced  the  publication  of  the  N.  Y.  GaMtte, 
which  was  printed  on  a  crown  sheet  every  Monday,  In  Kot.  1760,  ho  became 
public  printer,  and  was  appointed  to  print  Smith  &  Livingston's  edition  of  the 
Laws,  In  Nov.  I76G  he  printed  in  his  paper  the  address  of  the  Assembly  to  Gov. 
Moore,  in  which  the  House  said,  among  other  things,  "Tour  ExcellcQcy  has 
done  us  no  more  than  justice  in  suppoang  that  we  will  cheerfully  co-operate  with 
you."  Weyman  by  some  blunder  omitted  the  little  word  "  no,"  and  for  this  was 
arraigned  again  before  the  representatives  of  the  people.  He  threw  the  blame  on 
one  of  hia  journeymen,  but  was  ttnahle  to  prove  the  allegation.  He  was  dismissed 
on  aslting  pardon,  and  promising  to  be  more  careful  for  the  fiitare."  Parker,  his 
late  partner,  having  been  appointed  post-master  at  New  York,  is  accused  by 
Weyman  of  suppressli^  the  copies  of  the  Gazette  placed  in  the  P.  0.  for  distri- 
bution. Whether  this  was  true  or  not,  the  circulation  of  his  paper  fell  offto  such 
an  extent  that  it  ceased  to  be  published  Dec.  28, 17S7.  Its  proprietor  did  not  long 
survive  !t.  On  the  15th  January  following  he  resigned  his  office  as  public  printer 
and  after  a  lingering  Illness,  which  had  for  some  time  rendered  him  incapable  of' 
business,  he  died  in  New  York  on  the  18th  July  176S.  It  appears  by  one  of  the 
letters  in  tills  series,  that  he  died  bankrupt.    En, 

•  The  Joranol  of  the  Asaembly  of  tlio  Proy.  o£  New  Toi-k  for  the  Seseion  of  TlfiB,  being 
nnfortunately  omitted  in  the  printtrt  edition,  we  ha™  no  incnna  of  oompiiriDg  the  aboTe 
BtatBiaciit  (mode  in  Thomas's  Hist,  of  f  nntiTig)  with  the  Votes  of  tho  HouEe. 
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Lelaanoa,  Connecticut,  April  2, 1.763. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

The  narrative  herewith  inclosed,  gives  your  Excellency  some 
short  account  of  the  success  of  my  feeble  endeavours,  through 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  them,  in  the  atfair  there  reiat€d. 

Your  Excellency  will  easily  see,  that  if  the  number  of  youth 
in  this  school  continues  to  increase,  as  it  has  done,  and  as  our 
prospects  are  that  it  will  do,  we  shall  soon  be  obliged  to  build  to 
accommodate  tliero,  and  accordingly  to  determine  upon  the  place 
where  to  fix  it  And  I  would  humbly  submit  to  your  Excellen- 
cj  s  ccnsideraticn  the  folkwing  proposal,  viz. 

That  a  tiaet  of  land  about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  square,  or 
so  much  as  shall  be  suf&cient  for  four  townships,  on  the  west  side 
ot  Susquehanna  Ri\ei,  oi  in  some  other  place  more  convenient, 
m  the  heait  ot  the  Indian  country,  be  granted,  in  favor  of  this 
School  The  said  townships  be  peopled  with  a  chosen  number 
of  inhabit  mts  of  known  honesty,  integrity,  and  such  as  love  and 
wiU  be  kmd  to  and  honest  in  their  dealings  with  Indians. 

That  a  thousand  acies  of,  and  within  said  grant,  be  given  to 
this  school  And  thit  the  School  be  an  Academy  for  all  parts 
of  useiul  leaming  pait  ot  it  to  be  a  College  for  the  education  of 
miasio nines,  mterpieteis,  school  masters,  Stc.j  and  part  of  it 
a  school  to  te\ch  leadmg,  writing,  &c.  And  that  there  be 
manufictuiei  foi  the  mstiuction  both  of  males  and  females,  in 
whateter  sh\ll  beusetul  and  necessary  in  lite,  and  proper  tutors, 
masters,  and  mistieesesbe  provided  tor  the  same.  That  those 
towns  be  furnished  with  ministers  of  the  best  characters,  and 
such  as  are  of  aVility,  ■when  incorporated  with  a  number  of  the, 
mostundeistanding  ot  the  inhabitants,  to  conduct  the  aSairs  of 
the  school,  and  of  such  missions  as  they  shall' have  occasion  and 
ability  for,  from  time  to  time.  Thattlierebe  a  sufficient  number 
of  laborers  upon  the  lands  belonging  to  the  school ;  and  that  the 
students  be  obliged  to  labor  with  them,  and  under  their  direction 
and  conduct,  so  much  as  sha]l  be  necessary  for  their  health,  and 
to  give  them  an  understanding  of  husbandry.     And  those  who 
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are  designed  for  farmers,  after  they  have  got  a  sufficient  degree 
of  school  learning,  to  labor  constantly,  and  tlie  school  to  have 
all  the  benefit  of  their  labor,  and  they  the  benefit  of  being 
instructed  therein,  till  they  are  of  an  age  and  understanding 
sufficient  to  set  up  for  themselves,  and  introduce  husbandry 
among  their  respective  tribes.  And  that  there  be  a  moderate 
tax  upon  all  the  granted  lands,  after  the  first  ten  or  fifteen  years, 
and  also  some  duty  upon  raUls,  &c.  which  shall  not  be  burdensome 
to  the  inhabitants,  for  the  support  of  the  school,  or  missionaries 
among  the  Indians,  &o. 

By  this  mean  much  expence,  and  many  inconveniences 
occasioned  by  our  great  distance  from  them,  would  be  prevented, 
our  missionaries  be  much  better  supported  and  provided  for, 
especially  in  ease  of  sickness,  &c.  Parents  and  children  be  more 
contented,  being  nearer  to  one  another,  and  likely  many  persua- 
ded to  send  their  children  for  an  education  who  a^enow  dissuaded 
from  it,  only  on  account  of  the  great  distance  of  the  school  from 
them. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Charles  Jeffrey  Smith,  is  able  if  your  Excel- 
lency desires  it,  to  give  you  a  more  full  and  particular  account 
of  the  present  state  of  this  School,  having  been  for  some  time 
the  master  and  instructor  of  it,  and  is  now  designed  with  the 
leave  of  Providence,  the  ensuing  summer,  to  make  an  excursion, 
as  a  missionary  among  the  Indians,  witli  an  interpreter  from  this 
school.  And  by  him  your  Excellency  may  favour  me  with  your 
thoughts  on  what  I  have  proposed. 

I  am  with  sincerest  duty  and  esteem 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 
Eleazar  Wheelock. 
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SIK  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  EEV.  DR.  BARCLAY. 

CONCERKING  THE   INDIAN   PRAYER   BOOK, 

Johnson  Hall  Apr'  29">  1763 
Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  12'h  iust.  which  needed 
no  Apology  as  I  never  in  the  least  doubted  your  assiduity  and 
inclination  to  forward  a  Work  wliich  I  flatter  myself  will  under 
your  inspection  prove  of  great  utiUty  to  the  propagation  of 
Christian  'knowledge. 

I  herewitli  Enclose  you  tlie  plan  which  I  most  approve  of  for 
the  Size  &  Quantity  of  the  Book,  the  same  being  much  more 
portable  than  the  other,  and  must  therefore  request  yon  will 
give  directions  accordingly,  and  that  you  will  likewise  be  so  good 
as  to  give  such  Necessary  Assistances  therein  as  you  shall  Judge 
Expedient,  for  which  purpose  Capt  Claus  has  sent  you  the  Old 
Printed  Book,  as  also  that  any  other  Offices  &c  which  you  can 
afford  may  be  inserted  for  rendering  the  present  Edition  more 
Compleat  than  the  former. 

I  am  glad  you  approve  of  my  Sentiments  concerning  the  Mis- 
sionaries which  are  not  only  very  Requisite  amongst  the  Indians, 
but  will  tend  to  advance  the  Established  Church  which  is  in  great 
want  of  a  proper  support  in  these  parts. 

D'  Barclay  I  am  &c. 


REV.  MR.  WHEELOCK  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Hartford  May  le'h  1763 
Sir, 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

I  received  last  Evening  a  Paper  with  your  Seal  inclosing  a 
Letter  to  Joseph  from  his  Sister ; '  wrote,  I  suppose  in  the  Mohawk 
Language  ;  and  by  which  he  informs  me,  he  is  ordered  to  come 
directly  home ;  tjiat  the  Indians  are  displeased  with  his  being 
here  at  School,  that  they  don't  like  the  People  &c,  which  has 
1  Molly  Brant,  Sir  W.  Johnson's  "  housekeeper,"    Ed. 
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occasioned  no  small  Exercise  to  my  Mind,  and  many  Tm'niugs 
of  Thoughts  what  should  be  the  Occasion  or  meauing  of  it. 

In  my  last  to  you,  I  informed  you  of  the  truly  noble,  and  charita- 
ble Design  of  M'  Charles  Jeffry  Smith  (who  has  been  Joseph's  Tutor 
last  winter),  his  Purpose  to  come  with  Joseph  to  you  as  soon  as 
he  could  get  ready  for  the  Business  of  his  proposed  Mission,  and 
that  I  designed  to  talje  Joseph  with  me  to  Boston  &  Portsmouth 
ke,  and  that  you  might  expect  him  in  June  &c  but  whether  you 
have  received  that  Letter  with  others  from  M^  Smith  and  Joseph 
I  don't  learn,  but  suppose  it  likely  you  ha'n't  yet  received  them. 
And  inasmuch  as  there  was  nothing  wrote  to  me  manifesting 
your  Pleasure  in  the  Affair,  I  presume  your  Honour  did  not  know 
the  Contents  of  the  Inclosed  thougli  it  came  under  your  Seal ; 
and  how  to  conduct  in  tlie  Affair  I  am  at  a  great  Loss — M'  Smith 
is  now  gone  to  New  York  &c  to  prepare  for  Ms  Mission ;  I  expect 
him  back  soon,  and  if  he  comes  &  finds  Joseph  gone,  wliom  he 
depends  upon  for  a  Pilot  &  Companion  he  will  be  greatly  disap- 
pointed, and  I  fear  will  think  himself  very  ungratefully  treated, 
Joseph  is  rendered  so  very  uneasy,  for  fear  of  gaining  the  Dis- 
pleasure of  his  Friends,  that  I  am  doubtful  wliether  it  wiU  do  to 
detain  him,  and  to  send  him  alone  will  not  be  well,  be  sure  on 
Foot,  and  to  send  a  Horse  witli  him  may  give  him  much  Trouble 
to  return  him.  Nor  have  I  any  intimation  of  any  valuable  End 
that  may  be  served  by  his  going  before  the  Time  proposed — And 
as  Joseph  desires  to  put  himself  under  your  Honour's  Conduct, 
as  what  he  apprehends  most  safe  &  prudent  for  him  to  do,  so  I 
should  be  glad  your  Honour  would  as  explicitly  as  you  please 
let  me  know  your  Pleasure,  And  upon  tlie  whole  think  it  advis- 
able to  detain  Joseph  (if  he  will  be  content  to  stay),  till  I  receive 
your  Honour's  Pleasure,  or  till  the  Time  appointed  for  his  coming 
by  M'  Smith. 

And  I  am  with  Sincere  Respect  &  Esteem 
Your  Honour's 

most  obedient  humble  Serv' 

Sir  Wmiam  Johnson.  Elxazae  WHr.Et.ocK. 
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GEN.  AMHERST  TO  REV.  MR.  WHEELOCK. 

iSTew  York,  May  23, 1703. 
Sir, 

This  morning,  Mr.  Smith  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  2Ist 
pii]  April,  with  the  narrative  enclosed,  which  I  have  perused. 
The  design  is  a  very  commendable  one,  and  I  shonid  be  extremely 
happy  in  having  it  in  my  power,  to  be  any  ways  instrumental  in 
civilizing  the  Indians,  and  promoting  seminaries  of  learning  in 
this  country  ;  but  as  the  disposal  and  settlemeht  of  the  conquered 
lands  in  America  must  be  determined  by  His  Majesty,  and  that, 
there  is  reason  to  beleive  the  same  is  now  under  consideration  at 
home ;  I  can  only  advise  you  to  make  application  there ;  tor  I 
have  no  authority  whatever,  to  dispose  of  any  lands  in  this 
countiy.  You  cannot  have  a  better  patron  than  the  nobleman 
to  whom  you  have  dedicated  your  narrative,  and  1  shall  be  very 
glad  to  hear  that  your  apphcation  is  attended  with  success. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Rev.  Eleazar  Whcelock.  Jeffey  Amherst. 


REV.  DR.  BARCLAY  TO  REVD.  SAM^-  JOHNSON 

Eev'i  Sir 

I  am  so  crampt  in  Time  that  I  cannot  give  You  a  particular 
answer  to  yours  of  the  First  Instant.  I  know  not  how  to  advise 
M''.  Eennet'   to  go  amongst  the  Indians  in  this  imsettled  state 

1  Mr.  Bennet  was  originally  master  of  the  first  school,  esfablislied  iu  1741,  in 
connection  with  the  Episcopal  Churcli  at  Newport,  R.  I.  The  Abstract  of  the 
Soo.  for  Prop,  tlie  Gospel,  for  1765,  referring  to  him  says  "  By  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cornelius  Bennet,  CatechisC  to  the  Mohawk  Indians,  inclosed  in  a  letter  from  the 
EcTd.  Mr.  Apthorp,  dated  12  March,  1764,  we  leaxn  that  Mr.  Bennet  has  entered 
upon  the  work  of  instructing  the  Indians,  ajid  has  a  fine  company  of  children 
under  his  care,  who  are  very  orderly  and  ingenious.  They  hear  prayers  morning 
and  eyenlng,  learn  to  read  English,  are  catechised  in  the  Mohawk  Tongue, 
taught  obedience  to  their  parents,  the  observation  of  the  Lords  day,  Respect  to 
their  Superiors,  and  a  courteous  behaviour   to  all.     This,   he  says,  is  the  only 
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of  things  amongst  Them.  I  am  in  hopes  we  shall  heai'  better 
acc'*=  soon.  I  cannot  find  that  the  Mohawks  approve  of  the 
Measures  taken  by  the  other  Indian  Nations,  but  some  people 
suspect  them.  As  to  the  Boston  Commissioners,  'tho'  I  could  have 
wished  the  Society  liad  been  before  hand  with  them,  yet,  as  you 
say,  I  cannot  see  how  we  can  refuse  their  offer.  Please  therefor 
in  your  Letter  to  them  to  signify  My  assent  to  their  proposal. 
I  have  not  time  to  write  to  M''  Bennet  now  but  shall  as  soon  as  I 
have  a  certain  acct'  of  the  State  of  Things  amongst  the  Indians. 
If  he  ventures,  I  shall  comply  with  my  proposal  as  to  Lodging 
and  Board,  till  such  Time  as  I  conclude  a  Bai'gain  with  Sir 
William  Johnson  who  is  treating  with  me  for  ray  Farm,  for  a 
Glebe  for  the  Indian  Missionary,  as  I  have  before  informed  you 
please  inform  M''  Bennet  of  this. 

As  to  the  printing  my  letter  to  M''  Apthorp,  with  Your 
piece,  I  should  liave  no  objection,  if  it  were  not  that  I  suspect 
mine  to  the  Society  in  answer  to  Smith  may  stiD  be  published. 
Besides  I  have  not  a  copy  of  it  for  I  had  no  time  to  take 
one.  I  am  however  willing  to  do  any  thing  You  Sliall  judge 
useful.  I  am  ivith  usual  Compliments 
Rev  Sir 

Yours  affectionately 

Henkv  Barclay. 

Augsi  8  1763 

P.  S.  I  have  had  a  long  letter  from  Rye  intimating  M'' Palmers' 

English  aeliool  ever  known  here,  and  may  by  a  divine  blossing,  sootl  and  mollify 
their  wild  fierce  Tempers.  The  parents  are  so  well  pleased  with  their  children's 
Improvemant  that  they  send  them  for  Instruction  IVom  an  Indian  Tovra  30  milea 
np  the  Biver.  As  there  is  no  Physician  near,  Mr.  Bennet  visite  tbe  poor  Indiana 
when  they  are  sick  and  infliiu,  and  supplies  thein  with  Medicines,  by  which 
meanstheicminds  are  stiE  more  conciliated  towards  the  English.  Mr.  Apthorp 
recommends  him  to  the  continuance  of  the  Societies  Favour  as  a  person  well 
qualified  for  the  service  helias  undertaken."  Kev.  Mr.  East  Apthorp  was  the  Socie- 
ly's  Missionary  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  which  chai^  he  resigned  at  the  date  of  the 
above  letter,  and  returned  to  England,  were  he  died  in  1816-  Mr.  Bonnet  did  not 
continue  long  among  the  Mohawlis,  for  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  Society's 
lists  in  connection  ivifh  them  after  this  date. — Ed. 

1  Revd.  Mr.  PALMsa  was  originally  a  Dissenting  Minister  of  Sew  England, 
He  went  to  England  with  strong  recommendations  from  the  Eevd.  Dr.  Johnson 
and  oHior  clergymen,  and  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  Bangor  inl754.    Onhia 
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unwillingness  to  give  up  that  Mission  for  N.  Haven,  and  a 
growing  dissaffection  to  Mr.  Punderson  at  Rye'  M''  Cooper  was 
at  Westchester  on  Sunday  last  and  tells  me  he  hears  Mr.  Pun- 
derson is  endeavoring  to  mate  Interest  There. 


MR.  WEYMAN  TO  REV.  DR.  BARCLAY. 

COKCERNING  THE  INDIAN  PRAYER  BOOK. 

Eev^  Sir 

I  send  a  2<*  Proof  to  be  revised  by  you. — I  apprehend  y^  Cor- 
rections on  our  Side  be  not  so  exact  as  I  could  wish. — Please  to 
peruse  it  a  2d  Time, — We  are  put  to  prodigious  Difficulty  to 
print  such  Language  {in  form)  in  North  America,  where  we  have 
not  the  Command,  of  a  Letter-Maker^ s  founding-House  to  suit 
ourselves  in  y^  particular  Sorts  required,  such  as — g's — Ic's — i/V— 
&c. — §■(;.  when  had  it  been  in  y«  English  Tongue,  we  conld  make 
much  greater  Dispatch, — but  at  present  'tis  absolutely  impossi- 
ble,— I  having  been  obliged  to  borrow  sundry  Letters  from  my 

return  lie  became  missiODary  of  tlie  towns  of  Now  Milford,  Sharon  and  Litch- 
field, Conn.  In  1761,  he  was  removed  at  bis  own  request,  to  Amboy,  N.  J.  On 
the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Johnson  he  was  appointed  sucMBsor  to  Mr.  Wetmora 
at  Hye,  in  1763.  But  the  congregatioa  at  this  place  preferred  the  Revd.  Mr. 
Punderson,  and  the  Society  was  requested  to  cliange  Mr.  Palmer,  which  it 
declined.  "  The  people  at  Bye  (says  the  Archh.  of  Canterbury,  writing  to  Dr. 
J.,  March  1763.)  may  refuse  him  if  tliey  will,  and  tate  the  maintenanee  of  Mr. 
Punderson  on  themselves,  and  we  shall  be  very  well  pleased."  The  difficulty 
was  settled  apparently,  for  we  find  Mr.  Faimer.at  Mew  Haven  in  1764.  In  1769, 
he  was  missionary  at  Litchfield  and  Great  Barrington.  His  death  is  supposed  to 
have  occurred  in  1772,  for  Mr.  Mosely  is  mentioned  as  Misaonary  at  Litchfield 
in  1773.— Ed. 

1  Ebenezbb  Pondbesoh,  graduated  at  Tale  Coll.  in  1726,  and  was  a  Con- 
gregational Minister  at  Groton,  Conn.  '  He  conformed  to  the  Church  of  England 
ahout  the  year  1732.  Having  received  orders  in  London  in  1784,  he  organized  a 
congregation,  on  his  return,  in  Norwich,  at  the  village  of  Poquetanock  about  the 
yeai  1738.  His  name  appears  on  the  Societj  s  1  sts  ai  Itmerant  Missionary 
in  Connecticut,"  until  1763,  when  he  was  settled  ii  the  chiichof  N.  Haven,  the 
place  of  hia  nativity.  In  the  spring  of  1763,  bemg  succeeded  by  the  Eev.  John 
Beardelee,  he  toot  charge  of  the  Church  of  Rye  W  stchester  C  and  officiated 
there  and  in  the  adjoining  towns  until  the  following  year  hen  bo  died  (22d 
Sept.)  a^ed  60  years.— Ed. 
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brother  Printei^  even  to  complete  this  present  half  sheetj  when 
I  have  as  complete  an  office  to  print  English  as  any  of  them. — 
For  these  Reasons,  I  trust  neither  yourself,  or  Sir  William,  will 
condemn  me  for  neglect, — adding,  withal,  the  Difficulty  of  keep- 
ing a  Joui-neyman  to  his  Duty. 

I  am.  Sir,  Tour  obliged  H'''''  Servant, 
Oct'-  20,  1763.  Wm.  Weysian. 


HEV.  ME.  LAPPIUS  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Conajoharie  December  29"i  1763. 
Sir! 

The  good  opportunity  I  have  by  M'  William  Seeber  my  friend, 
gives  me  encouragement  to  trouble  yoiir  Honour  with  these  few 
Lines,  to  beg  the  favour  of  sending  me  by  him  a  bottle  of  brandy 
&  some  Eaisins,  which  your  Honour  would  have  send  long  ago, 
if  you  had  a  good  opportunity,  as  I  am  resolved  to  Trye  that 
Cure  with  old  Peer,  I  have  drank  this  4  weeks  an  ugly  Drink  of 
what  the  Germans  Call  Longe  Kraut,  which  grows  on  the  white 
oak  Trees,  &  tMs  Decoctum  makes  me  Cough  up  more  as  ever 
I  did,  but  my  breath  goes  freer  &  Stronger,  Doctor  Stringer  has 
send  me  3  boxes  of  pills  which  I  used,  I  can  not  say  of  any  great 
effect  they  did,  Seeng  that  all  will  not  do,  I  shall  Try  Peer  k 
then  leave  of.  My  Strength  goes  away  with  my  flesh,  for  all  have 
I  good  Stomach  &.  appetite  like  a  Man  that  is  wel,  I  did  leave  of 
for  a  while  preaching,  which  neglect  I  thougt  made  me  giker  as 
I  was,  therefore  have  don  my  Service  last  holydays  &  was  wel 
afterwards,  the  only  thing  what  troubles  me  so  much,  is  cold  I 
can  hardly  get  a  warm  foot  in  a  Day,  if  I  set  upon  the  Stoaf, 
which  occasioned  great  head  ague.  So  that  I  was  several  times 
in  a  bad  Condition  for  that  Complaints  sake,  I  have  no  warm 
Cloathing  &  my  house  is  vere  cold  &  most  open,  &  so  poor  in 
cash  &c;  that  I  can-  not  for  this  time  supply  this  Want,  your 
Honour  would  oblige  your  old  faithfull  Servant,  if  you  would 
Trust  him  a  cupple  new  planckets  for  making  a  new,  warm  Coat, 
to  cover  his  Cold  sick  poor  body,  till  he  shall  turn  wel  or  able 
to  Do  Your  Honour  satisfaction  for  them. 
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I  fiirder  must  Complaint  to  your  Honour  out  of  my  Lazareth 
that  Wicked  Ury  Clolihas  puzzled  into  the  Eears  of  Some  people 
upon  the  land  called  the  Switzer  mount,  that  your  Honour  had 
ordered  me  to  nialre  them  all  sign  a  bond  for  all  the  Costs  which 
would  arise  from  that  Action,  under  the  Name  of  a  petition, Which 
your  Honor  know  as  wel  as  I  that  never  such  a  thing  has  been 
don,  the  ignorant  people  have  most  Eaten  up  my  little  flesh  & 
bones,  which  I  thought  they  would  tare  in  pieces,  would  it  not 
been  good  that  Clok  should  be  paid  once  for  his  Devilish  seditious 
humour  1 

Finally  do  I  wish  your  Honour  &  the  whole  your  Noble  Family 
a  blessed  &  happy  Exodum  to  this  most  Ended  year,  &  a  pros- 
perous Transitum  St  over  step  into  the  New  year  near  by,  The  God 
of  heaven  &  Eart  Grant  your  Honour  upon  a  New  His  Godly 
Patfonage,  favour  Mercy,  Wisdom,  Strength  &  all  Eeqiiisita,  witli 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  Endow  youi'  Person  this  Manny  Years 
to  the  best  of  Land  &  Church,  as  a  faithfuU  Servant  unto  his 
Master  the  king,  &  that  w'hen  your  Days  ate  spent,  that  I  may 
have  the  pleasure  to  See  you  with  this  My  Eyes  in  the  Best  & 
happiness  to  Come  alter  this  Troublesome  Life,  So  wishes  he, 
who  Dyes 

Your  Honours 

MostDutifuU  Servant 

JoH.  Casp;  Lappius. 
V.  D.  M. 
P.  S.  My  Neighboor  John  Abeel  Acts  the  Mad  man. 


EEV.  FATHEB  KOBAUD  TO  SIR  WM  JOHNSON. 
Sir 

I  am  Extreemly  sensible,  and  very  readily  acknowledge,  the 
great  honour  you  have  done  me,  by  your  late  obliging  Letter. 
Every  part  thereof  breath  politeness,  Witt  and  Generosity ;  An 
open  heart  and  Sincere,  all  declares  the  man  of  honour,  and 
shews  Monsieur  le  Chevallier  Johnson.  I  have  no  Terra ;  no 
Expicssion  can  avail  me,  to  render  (or  speak)  all  I  naturally 


_.oo»^lc 


THE  SIX  NATIONS.  337 

feel,  at  the  sight  of  so  noble,  so  generous  a  proceeding.  I  had 
not  heretofore  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with  the  English 
Nation.  Born  in  the  midst  of  France  without  being  natural 
Subject  of  tlie  French  King,  I  had  hitherto  hardly  known  any  but 
Frenchmen.  But  how  truly  can  I  affirm  that  I  never  have  seen 
la  any  one  of  them,  any  thing  that  approach  in  the  least,  of  or 
Like  that  noble  generosity,  (or  the  great  characteristick  of  the 
English,)  so  Remarkable  amongst  the  English.  I  have  followed 
that  Nation  Step  by  Step,  Ever  since  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and 
I  confess  that  I  cannot  recover  my  surprise.  What  hath  made 
the  greatest  Impression  on  my  mind,  is  that  fund  of  Integrity, 
which  nothing  can  alter  :  that  disinterestedness,  which  is  above 
what  ever  I  can  say  in  its  praise.  If  New  England  had  been  so 
unfortunate  as  to  become  the  prey  of  the  French,  it  had  time 
to  shed  Tears,  or  to  Mourn  and  bewail  its  lamentable  fate.  And 
Canada  Taken  by  the  English,  daily  bless  its  Destiny,  yes,  I 
daily  hear  the  Canadians  wishing  Joy  to  one  another,  and  con- 
gratulating themselves,  that  they  have  been  taken  by  General 
Amherst,  and  are  governed  by  the  respectable  heros  that  com- 
mands there,  this  day.  Tliis,  I  liave  had  the  honour  to  declare 
to  Gen'  Hamerst,  last  winter  in  my  Letters,  and  will  not  cease  to 
proclaim  the  same  to  the  world,  ivilst  I  have  Being. 

These  generous  proceeding  have  so  far  gained  Upon  me,  that 
I  have  not  hesitated  on  moment,  but  Gave  general  Amherst  all 
the  knowledge  and  Lights,  which  my  Stay  in  Canada,  and  my 
connections.  Especially,  with  the  late  French  generals,  have  ena^ 
bled  me  to  procui'e.  These  papers  are  of  the  utmost  consequence, 
You'll  Judge  thereof  on  their  Titles.  You  shall  hereafter  be 
acquainted  with  the  motives,  which  obliges  me  to  declare  them 
(that  is,  the  contents  of  the  papers,)  to  you.  The  first  packet 
contained  a  discourse  directed  to  Gen'  Hamerst,  wherein  I  shew 
him,  what  it  woiiid  be  right  for  England  to  Insist  on,  and  do, 
Whether,  at  the  Next  peace  to  be  made,  Canada  be  returned  to 
the  French,  or  no.  There  is  many  things  in  this  discourse  re- 
garding the  Indians,  Especially  the  Abenakis  and  the  Iroquois^ 
who  may  be  called  English  Indians,  and  whom  it  would  be  very 
practicable  to  bring  back  again  into  their  Ancient  habitations, 
let  the  Event  of  the  war  be  what  it  will,  that  is  to  say,  the  one 
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Nation  in  Acadia,  and  the  other  among  the  Sis  Nations.  I  show 
theiein  the  means,  and  at  the  same  time  declare  tlie  Immense 
Benefit,  that  would  Accrue  to  the  Britisli  commerce,  from  this 
kind  of  Transmigration.  I  am  so  bent  for  that  same,  that  if 
Canada  be  restored  to  the  French,  and  Gener'  Amherst,  from 
wliom  I  daily  Expect  an  Answer  to  some  former  Letter,  don't 
give  me  a  Call,  I  will  certainly  quit  the  Contiy. 

The  second  packet  contained  Instructions  from  M'  Montcalm 
to  divers  Minimes  of  France,  to  the  minimes  of  the  Marine,  to 
the  plenipotentiaries  Intended  to  be  sent  to  the  future,  congress 
for  the  General  peace,  to  the  future  governoer  of  Canada,  And 
finally  to  the  Intendants. 

The  third  and  last  packet  contained  a  code  of  Civil  Law 
adapted  for  the  govemm'  of  Canada,  which  M'  de  Moncalm  had 
at  Ms  leasure  houres  originally  projected  and  drawn,  this  last 
work  ia  not  perfect,  and  altho  I  daily  work  thereon,  it  cannot  be 
so  soon  finished,  the  truth  is,  that  having  unhapily  lost  a  part 
of  my  papers  in  my  frequent  Travels,  I  must  supply  what  is 
wanting.  This  is  the  matter  contained  in  these  papers,  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  remit  to  General  Amherst,  and  concerning 
which  I  Expect  a  decisive  Answer.  If  these  papers  concerned 
you  in  the  least,  I  would  gladlytran8raitthemtoyon,but  Iconld 
not  very  soon  comply,  because,  besides  the  Extraordinary  length 
of  the  contents  of  these  papers,  lam  now  busy  in  completing  the 
Canadian  Code  of  Civil  law,  but  I  shouM  have  remitted  you 
indeed  the  discourse  to  General  Amherst,  wherein  Are  contained 
many  Anecdotes  relating  to  the  Indians.  You  will  "be  so  kind 
to  Signify  your  pleasure  on  this  Subject,  and  you  shall  be  obeyed. 

Could  I  but  obtain  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you,  I  would 
more  fully  apprise  you,  with  the  whole  Matter  of  fact;  and  I 
assure  you  that  if  that  was  intirely  left  to  my  choice,  I  should 
soon  offer  myself  into  your  presence,  but  I  have  not  been  able 
hetherto  to  obtain  leave  of  the  government,  to  undertake  such  a 
Journey.  They  have  rather  been  pleased  to  order  my  Stay  at 
S*  Francois,  where  indeed  I  have  beea  protected  against  a  multi- 
tude of  Enemies,  Especially  my  Brethren,  the  Jesuits;  who  have 
proclaimed  open  war  against  me,  but  thank  to  god,  I  have  found 
my  good  protection  amongst  those  of  the  English  Nation.     My 
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Indians  cannot  set  out  for  your  place  these  ten  days,  poverty 
hath  lengthened  their  hunting  Season,  and  is  the  real  cause  of 
this  delay ;  which  Excuse,  I  pray  you  to  accept  for  your  self, 
and  to  cause  it,  to  be  accepted  of  also,  by  the  Loups  and  the  Six 
Nations.  They  will  on  return  bring  me  your  Answer' and  what 
may  be  your  pleasure  in  regard  to  what  I  have  had  the  hojiour 
to  impart  to  you  above, 

I  Long  to  find  some  signal  opportunity,  I  don't  say  to  prove 
you  my  gratitude  ;  a  man  of  that  little  account,  as  I  am  ;  is  not 
capable  of  doing  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  you.  but  at  least,  to 
show  you  some  part  of  that  most  Sincere  respect  and  attachment 
which  I  have  for  your  person.  I  never  was  fortunate  in  my 
whole  life,  and  I  told  it  to  myself  a  thousand  times,  that  I  was 
not  born  to  he  the  happy  Man.  But  I  have  erred  ;  &I  am  happily 
convinced  thereof  from  the  moment  I  got  into  your  acquaintance, 
and  gained  your  friendship.  The  friendship  of  a  gentleman  like 
you,  is  a  fortune  of  Superior  value,  tis  a  good  so  transcendant, 
that  I  don't  think  I  have  ever  procured  myself  so  valuable  a  one 
since  I  was  bom.  I  dare  to  subjoin.  Sir,  that  I  am  not  all 
together  Unworthy,  and  that  if  I  merit  such  distinction,  Imerritt 
it  by  these  sentiments  of  respect  devotion  and  atttachment, 
which  will  End  with  my  Life.  This  is  my  way  of  thinking,  it  ia 
the  heart  that  dictates  alll  write,  therefore  pardon  my  spinning  this 
Letter  to  such  unusuall  length.  When  the  heart  is  Engaged 
with  a  person  thoroughly  Esteemed,  it  hath  always  some  thing 
new  to  Impart. 

I  eagerly  wait  for  your  Answer,  as  I  hope  it  may  decide  some- 
thing in  my  favour,  and  will  perhaps  procure  me  the  honour  and 
pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  soon,  according  to  my  wishes. 
I  am  with  great  Respect  &c. 


THE  SCHOOLMilSTER  ATCANAJOHARY  TO  S^W"  JOHNSON. 

Canajohary  March  y^  22^  1764. 
Brother  Waronghyage 

The  most  Part  of  the  Indians  here  in  our  Castle  have  consent- 
ed and  agreed  that  I  should  instruct  their  children  to  read  and 
write,  I  do  also  consent  to  perform  the  same  if  they  eatixely 
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agree  to  it.  I  think  it  would  be  good  also  if  you  would  advise 
them  to  act  in  Pursuance  thereof.  Some  of  them  like  me  well 
enough,  but  will  not  approve  of  having  their  children  chastised 
if  they  do  111.  I  would  have  you  to  write  to  me  how  I  am  to 
act  in  this  Affair,  that  I  might  acquaint  them  what  is  your  Plea- 
sure in  this  Respect.  I  am  very  certain  that  some  take  great 
Delight  in  having  their  children  instructed,  and  taught  to  read 
and  write,  and  for  such  I  shall  use  more  than  common  zeal  to 
perform  the  Trust  in  me  reposed.  I  wish  you  could  send  rae 
two  of  our  printed  Books,  for  I  want  them  very  much  for  two 
of  my  Scholars  that  are  pretty  fur  advanced  in  their  Learniug, 
please  to  send  them  witli  my  Father  or  Mother  I  am  very 
scarce  of  Paper,  I  wish  yon  could  assist  me  iri^that,  as  also  with 
some  Quills  to  make  Writmg  Pens 

Please  to  send  with  my  Mother  the  ten  Pounds  wh"!!  I  have 
with  you  yet,  and  I  shall  remain  your  Brother, 

Philip  Jonathas. 


MR  WEYMAN  TO  SIR  W"  JOHNSON, 

ABOUT  THE  INDIAN  PKAVER  BOOK. 

NewTork,  Sept  17, 1764. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  August  23^  1764,  I  received  and  duly  com- 
plied with  your  Orders  touching  y^  advertisement,  by  inserting 
it  in  ye  other  News  Papers  of  this  City,  besides  my  own. 

Your  Excellency's  request  with  Regard  to  the  Indian  Prayer 
Book,  I  can  only  answer  by  saying  That  the  long  Indisposition 
and  Death  of  D''  Barclay  (which  since  y^  writing  of  yours  no 
doubt  you  heard  of)  put  a  total  Stop  to  Its  Progress,  more  than 
you  have  now  inclosed,  it  not  being  in  our  Power  to  revise  or 
correct  it  at  any  Rate ;  so  that  'twill  require  your  appointment 
of  some  proper  Person  to  overlook  it  as  we  proceed  in  y«  Com- 
position. Before  the  Doctor's  Death  he  told  me  y^  Copy  he  had 
was  vastly  eroneous,  which  took  him  up  a  good  deal  of  time  to 
correct,  still  doubtful!  of  his  own  Capacity,  having  not  studied 
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y=  Language  much  since  his  Call  here  ;  and  pai'tly  had  forgot  it, 
but  was  determined  to  do  his  best — adding  withal,  That  tliere 
was  some  Gentleman  (he  mentioned  his  name  to  me  but  I  forgot 
it)  who  had  a  more  perfect  Copy  than  his,  and  who  understood 
j^  Language  at  this  time  better  than  he  did ; — I  think  he  fold 
me  it  was  your  Son,  or  one  by  y«  Name  of  Clam,  or  Closser  who 
then  was  absent  at  Quebeck,  Montreal,  or  some  other  distant 
Part  back  of  you,  or  y«  D''  would  have  wrote  to  have  got  it ; 
and  whether  he  ever  signify'd  it  to  you  I  cannot  tell.  Thus  it 
rests.  I  have  one  half  sheet  of  y^  D'''*  correcting  in  hand ;  y" 
Remainder  of  y«  Copy  is  at  his  Widdow's,  which  I  could  obtain 
at  your  Request,  and  deliver  it  to  any  Person  you  chuse  should 
have  y^  Correction  of  it  and  y^  work  shall  proceed  directly,  and 
be  finished. 

I  am,  Your  Excellency's 

Much  obliged  H"''**  Servant 
W"  Wevmak. 


REVD.  m.  WHEELOCK  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon  24'h  Oct'.  1764. 
Sir 

The  Commissioners  of  a  Bord  of  Corrispondents,  lately 
formd  by  a  Comission  of  the  Honiii^  Society  in  Scotland  for 
Propagating  christian  knowledge,  some  time  ago  sent  M^ 
Occum,'  to  meet  Your  Honour,  on  Your  Return  from  your  late 

1  Sauson  Ocoou,  an  Indian  clergyman,  was  born  at  Motegan,  near  Norwicli, 
Conn.,  In  the  year  1723.  He  was  the  first  Indian  pupil  educated  at  Lebanon,  by 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Wheelock,  with  whom  ha  entered  in  1742,  at  the  age  of  19,  and 
remained  with  him  i  years.  In  1748  he  taught  school  in  New  London,  and  about 
the  year  1755,  went  to  the  esst  end  of  Long  Island,  where  he  opened  a  school  for 
the  Sheneeook  Indians,  He  was  ordained  by  the  Suffolk  Presbytery  in  August, 
1769,  In  Jan.  1761,  he  visited  the  Oneidas,  and  in  1763  was  sent  hy  Mr.  Whee- 
lock  to  England  with  Mr.  Whittalier,  the  Minister  of  Norwich,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  Moor's  School,  as  Mr.  Wbeeloct's  institution  at  Lebanon 
was  called.  As  Occum  was  the  first  Indian  pieaeher  that  Yisited  England,  ho 
attracted  large  audiences  and  preached  between  three  and  four  bundi-ed  sermons. 
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Tour  to  LalfC  Erie,  in  Hopes  lie  might  meet  You  before  tlie 
Parties  li'om  remote  Tribes,  wlio  liad  joyn'd  you,  sliould  be 
dispersed  ;  in  Order  to  make  Proposals  to  them  of  Receiving 
Missionaries,  and  School  Masters  among  their  respective  Tribes. 
But  when  M'.  Occum  came  to  N.  York  and  heai'd  that  you  was 
got  Home,  he  was  thereupon  advised  to  return,  and  accordingly 
did  so ;  bj  which  Means  I  was  prevented  such  a  supply  of 
proper  youth  for  tliis  school  as  I  hoped  he,  with  your  assis- 
tance, and  Direction,  might  obtain  from  Tribes  more  remote 
than  I  have  yet  had.  Which  Disappointment  is,  in  pai't,  the 
occasion  of  the  present  trouble  given  your  Honour. 

The  Eeai-ers  M'.  Kirtland,  aud  Joseph  Woolley, '  come  to 
submitt  themselves  to  your  Hon"  Direction  and  conduct  ivith 
Desire  to  leani  the  Seneca  and  Mohock  Languages,  and  while 
they  are  doing  that  to  teach  school  among  them  also,  if  it  may 
be,  to  procure  a  Number  of  likely  and  suitable,  youth  for  this 
school.  .  We  have  heard  of  a  promising  English  Youth,  whom 
you  liave  sent  to  King  Thomas  at  Onoquagee,  and  also  of  one, 
Peter,  a  judicious,  and  religious  Indian  there,  and  also  of  two 
likely  Indian  Boys  whom  M^  Forbush  pointed  out  to  the  Commis- 

Abottt  £1,000  woro  collected  for  eoiablishing  Schools  among  the  Aiwericaa  Aho- 
rigioes.  This  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Trustees  of  whom  the  Earl  of  Dart, 
mouth  was  the  principal,  and  Dr.  Wheelock's  School  was  removed  to  Haaover, 
H.  H.  On  Occam's  return  he  labored  among  his  oonntrymen,  and  removed 
eventually  in  1786  to  Brotherton,  uear  Utioa,  N.T.,  whither  many  Mohegana 
and  Montaults  acnompanied  him,  and  where  he  died  in  July  1792,  aged  69.  He 
was  accompanied  to  the  grave  by  upwards  of  800  Indians.  Aa  account  of  the 
Indians  of  Moiitauk,  hy  Occum,  is publlalied  in  the  Mass;  Hist;  CoU.  He  pub- 
lished a  sermon  at  the  execution  of  Moses  Paul  at  New  Haven,  Sept.  2,  1772 
and  much  of  his  correspondence  5s  among  the  papers  of  the  Hist.  Soc.  of  Hart- 
fordj  Conn.  A  portrait  of  him  was  published  in  one  of  the  early  Vols,  of  the 
Evangelical  Mag.  MeChiTe's  Life  of  Wheelock—Life  of  Countess  ef  Huntington . 

1  Joseph  "WooLtsr  was  a  Delaware.  He  was  sect  by  Dr.  John  Brainerd  to  Dr. 
Wheelock's  school,  where  he  arrived  with  Hezekiah  Calyio,  another  Delaware, 
9  April  1757,  He  spent  the  winter  of  1784,  at  Onohf^hquaf  e  for  the  purpose 
of  learning  the  Iroquois  language.  He  was  licensed  to  teach  in  the  spring  of  1765, 
and  set  out  shortlj  after  with  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  on  his  return  to  his  previous  post  at 
the  Snsquehannah  river,  but  he  fell  sick  at  Cherry  Valley,  and  died  in  the  course 
of  the  same  year.    He  is  represented  as  of  an  amiable  disposition  and  polished 
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sioners  in  Boston,  for  an  English  Education.  H  Tour  Hon^ 
advises  to  any,  or  all  of  tliese,  and  they  may  be  obtained,  I 
will  take  them,  or  any  others  you  shall  think  proper,  to  the 
number  of  10.  or  15.  and  if  you  tliink  best  to  send  several 
Females  to  be  instructed  in  Housewifery  &c  I  will  receive  tliem. 

If  tliere  shall  be  occasion  for  Woolley  to  retui'n  to  accompany 
the  Children  hither,  please  to  Order  him  to  do  so,  and  if  there 
be  no  Door  open  for  their  attaining  the  otlier  End  of  their 
Journey,  they  will  both  Return. 

I  rely  upon  the  repeated  assurances  Your  Hon''  has  given  me 
of  your  Friendsliip  in  this  affair,  and  in  Confidence  thereof, 
recommend  these  young  men  to  youi'  Hon"  Patronage,  and 
submitt  the  vthole  to  your  Determination. 

The  Boys,  I  have  from  Your  Parts  behave  very  well,  better 
than  any  I  have  liad  from  any  other  Quarter ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  they  are  really  a  mucli  better  Breed,  little  Peter  is  a  line 
Genius  indeed.  But  otf  their  state,  and  the  state  of  my  school 
M''.  JCirtland  can  inform  you. 

I  look  upon  myself  in  particular,  as  well  as,  upon  my  country 
in   general,   to   be  much  indebted  to  Your  Honour  for  Your 
indefatigable   and   (hitherto)  successful   Labors,  to  establish  a 
Peace  with  the  Natives,  upon  a  sollid  and  lasting  Foundation. 
May  God  requite  Your  Labour  a,nd  Fatigue   with  that  peace 
■which  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  his  chosen.     I  am  with  most 
sincere  duty  and  Esteem,  may  it  please  Your  Honor. 
Your  Honour's 
Most  obedient  and 
Most  Humble  Servant 

Eleazar  Wheelock. 


MK  WEIMAN  TO  SIR  W"  JOHNSON. 

New  York,  Nov''  27,  1764. 
Sir 

As  I  have  had  no  Directions  from  your  Excellency  how  to  act 
in  Regard  to  y«  Indian  Prayer  Book,  since  I  wrote  and  sent  you 
)  0  Copy  Part  of  what  I  had  printed  ;  and  being  lately  informed 
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that  y  Gentleman  I  mentioned  to  you  by  y  J^ame  oi'  Cap' 
Clause,  was  your  Son,  and  tlmt  you  could  not  spave  him  to  come 
down  to  revise  and  correct  y*  Impression  here  j  I  therefore 
made  bold  to  apply  to  M'^^  Barclay,  for  all  y«  Copy  relating  to  it, 
that  she  could  find  in.  y*  Doctor's  Libraiy.  She  was  kind  to 
forward  it  down  to  me  this  Day  ;  and  I  now  inclose  it,  imagin- 
ing, (unless  your  Excellency  has  some  Gentleman  here  to  undei-- 
take  its  Inspection)  that  its  being  transcribed  in  a  very  iaii- 
legible  Hand  under  your  own  Eye,  and  by  y  Assistance  of  youi 
Son's  Copy,  the  Book  can  still  be  finished  ;  ag,  by  being  trans- 
mitted to  me,  in  a  feir  Manuscript,  or  other  plain  Alterations  to 
be  made  in  y^  printed  Copy  ;  I  wiU  undertake  to  finish  it  to 
satisfection  in  y*  form  already  began,  and  keep  Letter  for  Letter 
■with  ys  M.  S.  you  send  me.  I  inclose  another  set  of  what  I 
have  printedj  lest  y^  one  I  sent  before  may  have  miscai'ried. 
I  am.  Your  Excellency's 

very  obliged  Humble  Servant. 
W«  Wetman. 


CIRCULAIIOF  THE  SOCIETY  FOU  THE  PROMOTION  OF  AllTS, 

New- York,  lO'ii  Dec,  1764. 

A  very  laudable  Spirit  for  promoting  the  Welfare  of  this 
Colony,  begins  to  prevail  here — A  Society  is  already  formed, 
consisting  of  Persons  of  all  Ranks,  who  propose  to  advance  hus- 
bandry, promote  Manufactures,  and  suppress  Luxury — Several 
Hundred  Pounds  are  already  subscribed,  and  paid  into  the 
Hands  of  Mr.  John  Vanderspi^el,  the  Treasurer — Other  neces- 
sary Officers  are  appointed,  and  several  Committees  formed  for 
the  good  Ends  more  fully  explained  in  the  Public  Papers  now 
inclosed. 

The  Society  hare  thought  fit  to  Name  us  to  be  a  Committee 
for  Correspondence,  witli  all  those  Gentlemen  at  a  distance  who 
may  be  wilUng  to  lend  their  Aid  for  the  general  Weal  of  the 
Colony. 
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In  Discharge  ol'  this  Trust,  we  beg  Leave  to  invite  yon  to 
subscribe,  and  to  talfe  as  many  Subscriptions  as  yon  cau  obtain, 
receive  the  Money,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Treasurer;  to  be 
disposed  of  in  Premiums  as  tlie  Society  shall  hereafter  direct ; 
of  which  Premiums  many  will  fall  to  the  Share  of  the  Farmer. 
The  Form  of  a  Head  for  the  Snbscription-Roll,  is  added  at  the 
Foot  of  this  Letter.  And  we  think  it  necessary  further  to  men- 
tion, that  no  Subscription  under  Twenty  Shilling  will  be 
received;  and  that  a  Subscription  of  Five  Pound  entitles  the 
Subscriber  to  vote  in  the  Disposal  of  the  Funds. 

As  diffusing  a  Zeal  for  this  Undertaking  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince, will  probably  be  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  Effects, 
permit  us  to  urge  you  to  Form  a  Society  in  your  Neighboui-hood, 
to  meet  as  often  as  they  conveniently  can,  to  correspond  with 
us,  and  to  furnish  us  with  useful  Hints  relative  to  what  may  be 
proper  to  fall  under  the  Society's  Notice ;  and  particularly  what 
Branches  of  Husbandry  ought  to  be  encouraged  ;  and  for  what 
Manufactui'es  Premiums  ought  to  be  given ;  and,  in  general,  to 
suggest  all  Manner  of  proposals  that  may  be  for  the  Public  Bene- 
fit in  Arts,  Manufactures,  Agriculture  and  (Economy. 

You  may  be  assured  that  a  proper  Respect  will  be  shewn  to 
your  Schemes,  Hints,  and  Proposals ;  and  that  they  will  be 
regularly  communicated  to  the  Society,  at  their  monthly  Con- 
ventions. 

We  are,  Your  very  Humble  Servants, 

Chs  W.  Apthorp, 
W«  Smith  J^^ 
Wal"  Kutheepurd. 
J"k<*  MoEiN  Scott. 
Ja^  Ddane. 
To  the  Honbi^  S^  William  Johnson  Eart' 
at  Johnson  Hall. 
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SIR  W.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE 
OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTING  ARTS  &e. 

Johnson  Hall  Jany  4ii  1765. 
Gentlemen, 

I  did  not  receive  your  favour  of  the  10*''  u]tu  till  a  few  days 
ago,  neither  had  I  a  moments  leisure  to  answer  it  till  now.  You 
may  be  assured  that  I  shall  think  myself  happy  In  any  opportu- 
nity of  promoting  the  ^'elfare  of  this  Province,  &  of  encouraging 
as  far  as  in  me  lyes  a  laudable  Spirit  for  that  purpose,  which 
can  not  be  better  effected  tliaii  by  the  Suppression  of  Luxury  & 
1;he  promoting  Husbandry  and  Manufactures,  the  foi'mer  lias  not 
as  yet  crept  in  to  tiie  parts  where  my  Interest  &  acquaintance 
chiefly  lyes,  to  any  Degree  requiring  a  restriction,  &  sho^  rather 
think  that  a  little  turn  for  possessing  more  of  the  conveniencies 
of  Life  wo^  rather  stir  up  a  Spirit  of  Industry  am'st  the  people 
here,  who  tho'  they  have  Lands  well  Qualified  for  it,  nevertheless 
neglect  Husbandry  as  they  have  little  relish  beyond  the  mere 
necessarys  of  Life,  &  are  too  Indolent  in  Geni  to  Labour  for 
more  tlian  a  bare  subsistence.  I  am  far  from  thinking  the  sup- 
pression of  Luxui-y,  an  unnecessary  article,  on  the  Contrary  I 
most  earnestly  wish  that  the  people  of  America  may  be  prevail- 
ed upon  to  live  with"  the  bounds  prescribed  by  their  Rank  & 
fortinie,  and  so  far  as  tliat  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
support  the  undertaking  as  well  as  to  encourage  Husbandry  in 
all  its  branches.  And  altho'  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not 
encourage  any  schemes  which  may  be  disagreable  to  the  Mother 
Country  Yet  you  must  allow  that  in  a  Society  composed  of  per- 
sons of  all  Ranks  some  things  may  at  least  be  proposed  by  some 
of  the  Members  which  cannot  be  pleasing  to  G*  Britain,  and  in 
which  I  couldn't  with  the  least  propriety  engage,  as  a  Servant 
to  the  Crown, 

The  Nature  of  my  Department  likewise  affords  me  little  time  to 
advert  to  matters  of  this  nature  which  I  presume  you  will  readily 
aUow  when  I  assure  you  that  so  far  from  having  leisui'e  to  attend 
to  any  domestic  concerns,  I  cannot  command  the  ordinary  hours 
of  refreshment  amply  enjoyed  by  every  Labourer  in  the  province, 
&  tho'  I  miglit  give  myself  more  Ease  I  could  not  do  so  consist- 
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ent  with  myself  and   with   my  desire  to  promote   the  public 
Tranquility . 

I  must  request  your  Acceptance  of  £10  Curr  which  I  shall 
Direct  M''  Darlington  of  N  York  to  pay  into  the  Treasurers  hands, 
and  if  circumstanced  as  I  am,  I  can  be  of  any  farther  service  to 
your-  undertaking,  I  shall  most  Chearfully  comply,  to  convince 
you  how  much  I  am  a  Wellwisher  to  this  province 

and  your  very  humble  Serv'. 


REV.  MR  BROWN  TO  SIR  WM  JOHNSON. 
St 

I  have  received  y'  kind  Favor  by  Paulus,  &  have,  (I  hope) 
given  him  Satisfaction.    I  have  paid  him  in  cash 

Bills  of  Ten  pounds  2 

D'o  of  Two  D'-  3 

Dt"  of  Jersey  £3.50  1 

In  gold  3.3  0 

Total  30  8  0 


I  have  likewise  Paid  to  M''  Ab'"  Lyle  for  goods  Twenty  Pounds 
eighteen  shilling's,  so  tliat  I  have  paid  him  three  shillings  too 
much. 

I  shall  do  the  Duty  at  Albany  on  Sunday  next ;  but  propose 
being  at  the  Mohock  Castle  the  Sunday  following,  shall  therefore 
be  obliged  to  you  to  acquaint  the  Indians  of  it.    As  for  News  we 
expect  all  from  you  ;  we  are  quit  dull  &  stupid  in  this  Place. 
I  see  you  laugh  &  say  to  yseif  when  was  you  otherwise.     How- 
ever the  Weather  being  Dull  &  Heavy  I  think  it  add's  to  my 
duUness  likewise,  so  slial!  conclude  by  subscribing  myself 
y'  oblidged  Hum  Serv' 
T  :  Brown. 
Albany  Jan  8"'  1765 
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SIR  WM.  JOHJVSON  TO  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  PK03IOTION 
OF  THE  ARTS. 

Johnson  hall  Feby  27"'  1765. 
Gentlemen 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  S'^  Inst  and  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that  the  Society  do  not  avow  any  articles  affecting 
England,  as  such  would  have  evidently  apeared  in  tlie  Mother 
Country  to  be  the  result  of  rancour  and  passion,  which  might  be 
productive  of  Disagreeable  effects  to  the  province  in  General,  & 
I  am  Persuaded  that  a  due  attention  to  those  Improvements, 
which  can  in  no  wise  be  construed  to  affect  bis  Majestys  domin- 
ions at  home  will  answer  many  Salutary  purposes.. 

The  state  of  Agriculture  in  thia  country  is  very  low,  and  in 
short  likely  to  remain  so  to  the  great  Detriment  of  the  Province, 
which  might  otherwise  draw  many  resources  from  so  extensive 
and  valuable  a  Country,  but  the  turn  of  the  old  settlers  here  is 
not  much  calculated  for  improvement,  content  with  the  meer 
Necessaries  of  Life,  they  don't  chuse  to  purchase  its  superfluities 
at  the  expence  of  Labour  neither  will  they  hazard  the  smallest 
matter  for  the  most  reasonable  prospect  of  gain,  and  this 
principle  will  probably  subsist  as  long  as  that  of  their  equality, 
which  is  at  preseat  at  such  a  pitch  that  the  conduct  of  one 
neighbor  can  but  little  influence  that  of  another. 

Wheat  which  in  my  opinion  must  shortly  prove  a  drug,  is  in 
fact  what  they  chiefly  concern  themselves  about  and  they  are  not 
easily  to  be  convinced  that  the  Culture  of  other  articles  will  tend 
more  to  their  advantage.  If  a  few  of  the  Machines  made  use 
of  for  the  breaking  of  hemp  was  distributed  amongst  those  who 
have  Land  proper  for  the  purpose  it  might  give  rise  to  the 
culture  of  it — or  if  one  only  properly  constructed  was  sent  as  a 
model,  it  might  Stir  up  a  spirit  of  Industry  amongst  them,  but 
Seed  is  greatly  wanted,  &  Cannot  be  procured  in  these  parts, 
and  the  Germains  (who  are  the  most  Industrious  people  here) 
are  in  general  in  too  low  circumstances  to  concern  themselvc: 
in  anytliiug  attended  with  tlie  smallest  Expence,  their  Planta- 
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tiona  being  as  yet  in  their  infancy,  &  witli  regard  to  tlie  old 
Settlers  amongst  the  Germans  who  live  farther  to  the  Westward, 
they  have  greatly  adopted  the  sentimeats  of  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants.  Tiie  Country  Liitewise  labours  under  the  disadvant- 
age of  narrow,  and  (in  many  places)  bad  roads,  which  would  be 
still  worse  did  I  not  taiie  care  that  the  inhabitants,  laboured 
to  repair  them  according  to  law.  tlie  ill  Condition  of  Publlclc 
roads  is  a  Great  obstruction  to  husbandry,  the  high  Wages  of 
labouring  men,  and  the  great  number  of  tepling  houses  are 
likewise  articles  which  very  much  want  regulation.  These 
disagreeable  circumstances  must  for  sometime  retard  the  Pro- 
gress of  liusbandry ;  I  could  lieartily  wish  I  had  more  leisure  to 
attend  to  these  necessary  ai'ticles  of  Improvements  to  promote 
which  my  Influence  and  Example  should  not  be  wanting.  I 
liave  formerly  had  pease  very  well  split  at  my  mills,  and  I  shall 
set  the  same  forward  amongs't  the  people  as  far  as  I  cauj  I  have 
Liiiewise  sent  for  Collections  of  many  Seeds,  and  usefuU  grasses 
which  I  shall  Encourage  them  to  raise,  and  from  the  great  wants 
of  stock,  even  for  home  use,  &,  Consumption,  I  am  doing  all  I 
can  to  turn  the  intention  of  the  inhabitants  to  raising  these 
necessary  articles,  for  the  purchase  of  which,  agood  deal  of  cash 
has  hither  to  been  annually  carried  info  the  N.  England  Collonies. 
Before  I  set  the  Examples,  no  farmer  on  the  Mohocii  River 
ever  raised  so  much  as  a  single  Load  of  Hay,  at  present  some 
raise  above  one  Hundred,  the  liiie  was  the  case  in  regard  to 
sheep,  to  which  they  were  intire  strangers  until  I  introduced 
them,  &  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  see  them  at  present  possess 
many  other  articles,  the  result  of  my  former  Labors  for  promo- 
ting tlieir  welfare  and  interests,  my  own  Tennants  amounting 
to  about  100  Familys  are  not  as  yet  in  circumstances  to  do 
much,  they  were  settled  at  great  Expence  and  hazard  dureing  the 
heat  of  the  War,  and  it  was  principally  (I  may  venture  to 
affirm,  solely)  oweing  to  their  residence  k  mine,  that  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  did  not  all  abandon  their  settlements  at  that 
Distressful!  Period ;  But  tho'  my  Tennants  are  considerably  in 
my  Debt,  I  shall  yet  give  them  all  the  assistance  I  can  for 
encouraging  any  usefull  Branches  of  Husbandry,  which  I  shall 
contribute  to   promote  thro'out  the  rest  of  the  countiy  to  the 
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utmost  of  my  power,  and  Communicate  to  you  any  material 
aitiole  which  may  occur  upon  that  Subject. 
I  am 

Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant 
Mess's.  Smith  &.  Hutherfoorcl 


REV.  MR  WHEELOCK  TO   SIR  WM  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon  Mai-ch  281^  1765 
Sir 

Tour  Excellency's  Favour  of  February  1^'^  by  David  and 
Peter  came  safe  to  Hand.  I  thank  your  Excellency  most  heartily 
for  all  your  Condescension,  and  repeated  Favours  shown  me ; 
and  particularly,  for  your  love  for,  and  kindness  to,  ray  dear  M' 
Kirtland.  I  have  been  concerned,  lest,  through  the  Zeal  and 
Vigour  of  his  youth,  the  natural  Sprightliness  of  his  Genius,  and 
Unacquaintedness  with  the  Business  he  wag  sent  upon,  he  would 
be  surprized  into  some  indecent  and  imprudent  Sallies.  But  my 
principal  confidence,  under  God,  has  been  in  that  paternal  care 
for  sucli,  which  I  take  to  be  a  Native  in  your  Excellency's  Breast. 
I  pray  your  Excellency  to  continue  your  paternal  Kindness 
towards  him.  and  whatever  Supphes  he  shall  stand  in  Need  of 
please  to  provide  him  with  the  same,  and  chai'ge  them  to  my 
Account.  I  have  inclosed  to  him  an  Address  to  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Nations,  to  be  convened  by  your  orders  this  Month,  and  have 
desired  him  to  submit  the  same  to  your  Excellency's  censures, 
which  I  hope  you  will  not  at  all  spare,  out  of  Favour  to  me. 

I  am  well  pleased  with  Peter  and  David.  They  both  seem 
honestly  desirous  to  be  instructed. 

We  expect  to  have  Opportunity  to  recommend  to  youi'  Excel- 
lency's favourable  Notice,  two  likely  young  Gentlemen,  in  tlie 
capacity  of  Missionaries,  this  spring  ;  and  three  young  Indians 
of  this  School,  in  the  capacity  of  school  masters,  I  purpose 
also,  that  all  your  five  first  Boys  shall  come  home  this  Spring,  or 
by  some  Time  in  June,  to  visit  their  Friends,  and  return  to  me 
in  the  Fall.  It  is  proposed  that  they  shall  keep  Schools  under 
the  conduct  of  the  Missionaries. 
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William  will  liliely  make  a  iine  Boy.  He  beliaves  i^ery  well. 
A  specimen  of  liis  Writing  I  inclose, 

I  Imve  tliis  Week  received  a  Letter  frojn  the  Countess  of 
Huutingdon, '  whereiii  slie  expresses  great  Friendship  towards 
this  School,  &,c.  And  as  your  Excellency's  Influence  is  great  at 
Home,  and,  in  tliese  affairs,  greater  than  any  oilier  Man's,  May 
not  I  use  tlie  Freedom  to  ask  for  the  Benefit  of  it  toward  the 
Support  and  Progress  of  tMs  School  ?  I  tliink  it  will  be  a  great 
Pity  if  Party  Names,  and  circumstantial  Differences,  in  Matters 
of  Religion,  should  by  any  Means  obstruct  the  Progress  of  this 
so  great  and  important  Design  of  Gospelizing  the  Heathen. 

Please  to  let  the  Parents  of  these  Boys,  know,  that  they  are 
all  well ;  and  also  inform  them  of  their  proposed  Visit  to  them. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  Grand  son 
of  the  Onondaga  Sachem,  which  you  mentioned  to  me,  and  send 
him  with  M''  Kirtland,  whom  I  liave  advised  to  visit  us  this 
Spring. 

And  that  God  may  long  preserve  your  valuable  and  importa.nt 
Life,  and  continue  and  increase  your  Usefnlness  in  the  World,  is 
the  earnest  Prayer  of, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
your  much  obliged,  and 

most  obedient,  humble  Servant. 

Eleazar  Wheelock. 
His  Excellency,  Sir  William  Johnson. 

I  SBtrJJA,  countess  of  HtrntiEgdon  the  "  Countess  Matilda"  of  'Wesleyism,  tha 
Second  daughter  of  WashiDgton  earl  of  Ferravs,  waa  born  24  Aug.  1707,  & 
married  Theopliilua  9th  Eai'l  of  Huntingdon.  After  a  severe  illness  sha  abandoned 
her  former  habits  of  gayety  and  dissipation,  and  became  all  at  once  grave,  reserved 
and  melancholy.  Her  thoughts  were  wholly  absorbed  by  religion  and  she  employ- 
ed her  ample  resources  la  disseminatii^  her  principles  by  the  a^ncy  of  Whitefield, 
Eomaine  and  other  Methodist  Olergymsn.  She  not  only  threw  open  her  private 
residence  tfl,  but  built  chapels  in  varions  parts  of  England  for  the  accommodation 
of  their  followei-s,  and  erected  a  college  in  "Wales  for  the  education  of  persona 
intended  for  the  Ministry.  She  waa  the  patroness  of  Ocoum  whilst  he  remained 
in  England,  and  not  only  hospitably  entertained  him  in  her  house  but  introduced 
him  to  tiie  notice  of  sevei-al  of  the  Nobility,  She  wan,  also,  a  generous  con- 
tributor to  Dr  Wheelock's  Indian  School.  She  diedfuU  of  years, and  piety  at  her 
house  in  Spaflelda,  London,  on  the  17th  June  1791.  There  is  a  portrait  of 
her  prefixed  to  Life  and  Times  of  Selina  Countess  of  Hwtlingdim,"  London. 
1844  2  V.  Svo  in  the  State  Lib. 
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To  the  Sacliema  and  Cl^iefs  of  the  Mohawk,  Oneida, 
Tuscarora,  and  other  Nations  and  ti'ibes  of  Indians. 
My  Brethren  and  Friends 

I  have  Iiad  you  upon  my  heart  ever  since  I  was  a  boy.  I  hare 
pitied  you  on  account  of  your  wordly  poverty,  but  much  more 
on  account  of  the  perisliing  case  your  precious  souls  arein,witli- 
out  the  knowledge  of  tlie  only  true  God  and  Saviour  of  Sinners. 
I  have  prayed  for  you  daily  for  more  than  thirty  years,  that  a 
way  lEight  be  opened  to  send  tlie  gospel  among  you,  aud  you  be 
made  willing  to  receive  it.  And  I  hope  God  is  now  answering 
the  prayers  that  have  long  been  made  for  you,  and  tliat  tlie  time 
of  his  Mercy  to  your  perishing  nation  is  near  at  hand. 

Some  years  ago  I  educated  M''  Occum  (who  has  been  a  little 
while  witli  some  of  you)  with  liopes  that  God  would  make  him 
an  instument  of  gi-eat  good  to  my  poor  brethren  the  Indians. 
He  labored  a  number  of  years  witli  the  Indians  at  Montauk  ; 
and  was  a  mean  of  much  good  to  tliat  tribe,  and  also  an  instru- 
ment of  good  to  some  in  New  England,  and  I  hope  did  a  little 
good  to  you  ill  theshort  time  he  was  with  yon. 

4.fter  I  had  educated  M^  Occum,  and  saw  no  other  way  to 
help  the  perishing  Indians,  there  being  uo  door  open  to  send 
missionaries  among  them,  I  determined  on  setting  up  an  Indian 
School  to  teach  their  Children,  that  when  tliey  liad  got  their 
learning,  they  might  return  home,  and  in  their  own  language 
teach  their  brothers,  sisters  and  friends  the  way  of  Salvation  by 
Jesus  Christ. 

And  accordingly  I  began  this  School  more  then  ten  years  ago. 
I  first  took  two  boys  of  the  Delewares,  but  one  of  them  died 
when  lie  was  almost  fit  for  College,  the  other  went  to  College 
and  when  he  was  almost  througli ,  was  overcome  by  strong  drink, 
and  by  this  he  grieved  my  very  heart.  I  hope  he  would  have 
been  good,  and  I  hope  yet  tliat  God  will  have  mercy  on  him  and 
make  him  good  before  he  dies. 

I  am  now  sending  you  eight  of  your  sons,  whom  I  have  learned 
to  read  and  write  well.     The  ministers  wlio  have  joined  with 
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me  to  help  forward  the  great  design  of  Chi'istianizing  the  Indians, 
have  examined  them,  and  recommend  two  of  them  with  Joseph 
Woolly,  to  be  school  masters,  where  the)'  can  find  the  Indians 
willing  to  have  their  children  taught :  the  other  six,  though 
they  can  read  and  write  well  enough  to  teach  a  sohonl,  yet  we 
think  they  are  too  young  to  be  masters.  We  are  afraid  your 
children  will  not  mind  them ;  and  therefore  have  ordered  them 
to  teach  your  children,  under  the  direction  of  the  missionaries, 
till  next  fall ;  and  then  they  are  to  return  to  this  school  to  get 
more  learning;  and  I  hope  some  of  them  will  be  fit  in  time  to 
preach  Christ  to  you,  if  God  shall  please  to  give  them  good  hearts. 

Now  I  assure  you,  my  brethren,  in  what  I  have  done,  and  am 
doing,  I  have  no  interest  of  my  own  in  view  ;  but  I  have  com- 
passion upon  your  precious  souls,  for  whom  Christ  died,  and 
which  must  be  lost  and  miserable  for  ever  unless  you  be  made 
to  know  him,  and  the  way  of  life  by  him,  and  so  to  partake  of 
the  great  salvation,  which  he  has  purchased  for  us. 

Two  ministe]^  are  coming  to  you  from  my  schoo  ,  who  are 
sent  to  you  by  the  commissioiiers,  and  they  are  men  of  learning, 
have  had  a  liberal  education,  and  are  able  to  teach  you  the  way 
of  salvation  by  Christ.  And  they  love  you  much ;  they  do  not 
come  to  get  money,  nor  to.get  away  yonr  lands,  nor  to  cheat  or 
wrong  you  in  any  thing,  but  only  to  do  you  good.  And  you 
may  depend  upon  it,  I  will  never  wDlingly  send  one  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  you,  who  has  any  higher  view  than  to  save  your 
souls.  That  is  the  errand  these  men  come  upon,  and  as  such 
you  must  receive  them,  and  treat  them  kindly. 

David  Fowler,'  who  has  been  educated  at  my  school,  and  is 

I  David  -FowIiBE  was  a.  Moatank  Indian,  entered  the  Indian  School  at  Leba- 
non, aljoat  1759.  He  early  shewed  an  aptitude  for  agriculture,  and  it  was  Dr. 
Wlieelock'B  opinion  that  he  would  make  a  goo3  farmer  if  he  should  ever  have 
the  adrantoge  of  experience.  In  June,  1761,  he  accompanied  Sampson  Oceom 
to  the  Oneidas  and  veturned  in  Augnst  with  three  Indian  youths.  He  was 
approved  as  an  Indian  teacher  in  March,  1765,  and  set  out  accordingly  for  the 
Oneida  Nation  on  the  29th  of  April.  He  shortly  after  wrote  Dr.  Wheelocli  the 
(bllowing  letter  from  his  new  residence  ; — 

"  Kanavarohare,  in  Oneida,  Juno  15, 1765. 
"  Honored  and  Eev.  Sir 

' '  This  is  the  twelfth  day  since  I  hegan  my  school ;  and  eight  of  ray  scholars 
arc  now  in  the  third  page  of  their  spelling  book.    I  never  saw  children  exceed 
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one  of  the  school  masters  before  mentioned,  I  now  send  to  keep 
school  among  you,  to  teach  your  children,  if  you  will  receive 
him. 

He  is  a  rational,  sprightly,  active  young  man  ;  and  I  believe 
you  will  find  him  to  be  very  honest  and  faithfbl.  He  com^ 
only  to  do  you  good.  His  friends  at  Montauk  liave  sent  to  me, 
earnestly  desiring  that  he  might  come  there  and  teach  their 
cliildren ;  but  I  have  often  heard  that  you  desired  greatly  to  he 
taught,  and  I  hope  he  will  do  more  good  among  you,  and  there- 
fore I  send  liim  to  you.  I  hope  you  will  be  kind  to  him  as  one 
of  your  own  people,  and  help  him  to  live  among  you.  I  hope 
you  will  help  him  to  get  a  house,  and  let  liim  have  some  of  your 
land  to  plant  and  sow ;  and  he  will,  besides  teaching  your  chil- 
dren, help  and  instruct  you  in  manning  husbandry  ;  which  you 
must  learn  if  you  expect  God  will  increase  your  number,  and 
baild  you  up,  and  make  you  his  people. 

I  hear  that  some  of  the  Indians  think'  it  to  be  a  mean  thing, 
and  below  men  to  work  in  the  field,  that  it  belongs  only  to 
women.    This  thought  is  not  right  nor  pleasing  to  God. 

The  first  work  he  sat  man  about,  and  that  before  he  ever  had 
sinned,  when  he  was  more  honorable  than  any  mere  man  has 
ever  been  since,  was  to  till  the  ground  to  get  his  living  by  it. 

ttcse  in  learning.  The  number  of  my  aoholars  is  twenty  sii,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
keep  them  together  ;  thej  are  often  roving  about  ftom  place  to  place  to  get 
something  to  live  upon.  I  am  also  teaching  a  singing  aohool.  They  take  great 
pleasure  in  learning  to  sing.  We  can  already  carry  three  parts  of  several  tunes. 
I  am  well  contented  to  live  here,  bo  long  as  I  am  in  such  great  business.  I 
believe  I  shall  persuade  the  men  in  this  castle,  at  least  the  moat  of  them,  to 
labour  next  year.  They  bej^  now  to  see,  that  they  could  live  better  if  they 
cultivated  their  lands,  than  they  do  now  by  huntii^  and  fishing. 

"  I  aslc  the  continuance  of  your  prayera,  that  God  won1d  give  me  graoo,  and 
fill  my  heart  with  love  of  Giod  and  compassion  to  perishing  souls  ;  and  that  God 
would  make  me  an  instrument  of  winning  many  souls  to  Christ,  before  I  leave 
thia  world. 

"  Please  to  accept  much  love  and  respect,  from  your  affectionate  and  unworthy 
pupil,  "David  Fowieh." 

The  famine  which  visited  westem  N.  York  thia  year  obliged  the  Oneidas  to 
remove  in  search  of  food  to  another  quarter,  and  David  Fowler  returned  to  N. 
England  for  further  aid.  '  We  have  no  means  of  followhig  up  the  remainder  of 
his  career,  but  he  is  stated  to  'lave  been  alive  in  1811  at  Oneida,  an  industrious 
brmer  and  useful  man. — £d. 
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And  after  man  had  sinned,  God  told  him  he  should  get  his 
living  by  the  sweat  of  his  face,  and  he  has  commanded  lis  in  the 
fourth  commandment  to  woric  six  days  in  tiie  week.  And  often 
in  his  word  testified  his  displeasure  against  tliose  who  will  not 
worlc  for  a  living.  This  earth  is  all  God's  land,  and  he  will 
have  it  all  cultivated.  So  long  as  there  are  not  people  enough 
to  inhabit  the  earth,  God  lets  the  wild  beasts  have  it  for  their 
dwelling  place  ;  and  a  few  lazy  savage  people  he  suffers  to  live 
a  hungry  miserable  life  by  hunting.  But  when  the  children  of 
men  grow  numerous,  and  want  the  eaxth  to  cultivate  for  a 
living,  the  wild  beasts  must  give  place  to  them,  and  men  must 
improve  the  land  for  God  ;  if  they  do  not  they  are  bad  tenants 
and  must  be  turned  off  as  such.  If  you  will  not  cultivate  God's 
land,  you  cannot  expect  that  God  will  greatly  multiply  you.  I 
speak  this  only  for  your  good ;  I  propose  no  advantage  to 
myself  nor  to  any  other,  but  you  and  your  posterity  by  it. 

Wiien  you  improve  your  land,  and  provide  a  living  for  your- 
selves and  families  in  that  way,  you  will  live  much  easier  and 
better  than  you  now  do  or  can  do  by  liunting.  And  when  your 
game  is  gone,  you  will  not  have  occasion  to  remove  to  another 
place,  or  to  go  a  great  way  to  catch  wild  creatures  to  live  upon 
as  Indians  have  been  forced  to  do ;  but  you  will  live  as  well 
without  them  as  with  them,  by  the  produce  of  your  own  farms. 
And  then  you  will  be  under  circumstances  to  have  ministers 
and  school  masters  settled  among  you  ;  and  will  be  able  to  sup- 
port them  according  to  the  laws  of  Christ,  to  teach  you  and 
your  children  the  great  things  that  concern  your  peace  with 
God,  and  the  eternal  salvation  of  your  precious  souls  ;  and  so 
you  may  soon  become  a  learned  and  knowing  people.  And 
then  you  will  be  in  no  danger  of  being  imposed  upon  and  cheat- 
ed, as  you  have  been  by  bad  men,  who  care  not  what  becomes  of 
Indians,  if  tliey  can  only  get  your  lands,  and  cheat  and  wrong 
you  in  other  things.  I  pity  you  greatly  on  these  accounts  ;  and 
I  wish  you  would  mind  what  I  say  to  you.  I  greatly  desire  you 
may  become  a  great,  and  good,  and  very  happy  people. 

David  Fowler  can  tell  you  how  God  has  dealt  with  Indians  in 
New  England,  and  how  they  now  begin  to  see  their  error,  and 
amend  their  doings. 
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I  thank  you  for  the  kindness,  which  some  of  you  have  shewn 
to  my  dear  M''  Kirkland,  whom  I  sent  into  your  country  last 
fall.  His  heai't  is  bent  to  do  good,  to  the- Indians.  He  denies 
himself  all  the  pleasure  and  honors  which  he  might  have  here 
among  his  friends,  only  to  do  you  good.  I  hope  you  will  con- 
tinue your  kindness  to  him,  and  treat  him  as  my  child.  I  hope 
God  will  make  him  an  instrument  of  great  good  to  the  Indians. 

I  wish  you  all  the  liappiness  in  this  world  and  the  world  to 
come.  I  design  by  God's  help  to  do  all  the  good  I  can,  to  the 
poor  miserable  Indians  as  long  as  I  hve ;  and  when  yon  can 
pray  to  God  tor  yourselves,  then  pray  also  for  me.  I  hope  I 
shall  live  in  heaven  with  many  of  you,  and  that  we  shall  rejojce 
together  in  beholding  oui'  glorified  Redeemer  forevermore. 
Amen. 

Eleazar  Wheelock. 

Lebanon,  April  29,  1765. 


EEP   m   WHEEIOCK  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon,  29t''  April,  1765. 
Sir,  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

The  Bearer,  David  Fowler,  has  been  for  some  Time  in  this 
School  J  and  is  a  youth  of  good  Abihfles,  whose  activity  &  Pru- 
dence, Fortitude  &  Honesty  have  much  recommended  Mm  to 
me.  He  comes  with  Design  if  he  meets  with  proper  enconrag- 
ment  to  settle  down  among  the  Oneyada's  (unless  some  other 
place  more  inviting  presents)  in  the  capacity  of  a  School  Master; 
and  also  (so  far  as  that  Business  will  allow)  has  a  Design  to  set 
theni  an  Example  of  Agriculture  for  his  Support :  and  do  what 
lie  can  to  recommend  that  manner  of  living  to  the  Indians. 

And  if  he  can  be  accomodated  to  his  mind  he  has  Thoughls 
as  soon  as  he  has  prepared  a  Habitation  &c  to  return  and  marry 
a  very  amiable  Girl,  whom  I  have  been  educating  for  the  Pur- 
pose, and  who  will  be  a  good  Assistant  in  prosecuting  the  Design. 

And  as  the  Ljfe  and  Success  of  the  whole,  under  God,  very 
much  depends  upon  your  Excellency's  countenance;  I  have 


,yGoo»^lc 


THE   SIX    NATIONS.  357 

advised  him  to  submitt  the  whole  to  your  Direction  and  conduct, 
not  doubting  but,  so  far  as  the  crowd  of  your  Affairs  will  allow, 
you  will  favour  him  with  such  Instructions,  and  Recommenda- 
tion, as  you  shall  tbinlc  needful,  or  useful  for  him. 

If  M''  Kirtland's  Conduct,  in  Indian  Affairs,  has  been  agreable 
to  you,  and  the  Prospect  of  his  usefulness  be  such  as  is  worthy 
Eneouragnient,  a  Recommendation  from  vo«r  Excellency  would 
be  of  great  service  therein. 

I  conclude  yon  have  seen  in  the  public  Prints,  the  Resolves 
of  this  Board  of  Corrispondeuts  on  the  12i>  ult",  to  send  severe! 
Missionaries,  and  School  Masters  into  your  country.  But  having 
no  Fund,  we  have  been  seeking  a  meet  Pea-son  to  accompany  M' 
Occom,  or  some  other  Indian  from  this  school,  to  Eui'ope  to  ask 
the  Charity  and  Assistance  of  good  people  towards  the  support 
of  the  Plan  we  have  laid. 

The  Boai-d  of  Corrispondents  in  N,  Jersey,  have  been  applied 
to  for  M^  Brainerd,'  but  for  several  Reasons  he  cant  be  obtained. 
I  have  now  wrote  M'  Charles  3.  Smith  to  undertake  in  that 
affair,  but  who  will  be  the  man  Is  not  yet  determined.  M''  John 
Smith  Merch'  in  Boston  is  going  to  England  in  May  or  June, 
who  will  be  employed  in  the  affair  so  far  as  may  be  cocsistant 
with  his  Business  and  Character,  if  no  Clergj'man  can  be  obtain- 
ed for  that  purpose.  And  a  Recommendation  of  the  Affair  to 
Gentlemen  at  Home,  by  your  Excellency,  may  be  of  very  great 
service  to  the  Furtherance  of  it,  and  "likely  of  much  greater 
service  to  it  than  any  other  man's,  as  your  Connections  are,  and 
your  Character  now  rising  in  the  Kingdom, 

If  Your  Excellency  will  condesend  to  favour  us  and  The 
Design  in  these  Respects  we  shall  esteem  it  to  be  a  slngulai* 
Favour, 

I  have  ordered  David  to  make  ready  8  or  10  likely  Boys,  such 
as  you  shall  approve  for  this  School,  by  that  Time  the  rest  of 
my  Boys  arive  to  you,  by  whom  I  shal)  send  a  Lad  to  accom 
pany  hither  those  he  thus  prepares  for  me,  unless  Joseph 
WooUey's  coming  with  them  sho'J  prevent  me. 

1  Rev.  John  Braimebd  was  brothev  to  the  celebrated  David  B.  and  like  bins 
an  Indian  Missionary,  Hp  gi'aduated  in  Taie  in  1746.  His  labours  were  clliefly 
among  tbe  Indians  ofl^ow  Jei'soy.     lie  died  in  1780. 
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And  that  Almighty  God  may  support  you  under  all  your  Toil 
k  Labours  for  your  King  &  Country,  and  late,  very  late,  reward 
the  same  with  himself  is  tlie  Prayer  of, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient, 
and  most  Humble  Servant 

Eleazar  Wheelock. 

P.  S. — Tour  Boys  are  all  well  excepting  that  little  Ellas 
received  a  bad  blow  with  a  Ballstick  from  one  of  his  mates  as 
they  were  playing  together  but  he  is  in  a  way  to  be  well  soon. 

Sir  William  Johnson. 


REVD  SAMUEL  KIRTLAND  TO  SIR  Wm  JOHNSON. 

Canesedage'  17  June  1765. 
Sir. 

I  arriv'd  safe  here  30"!  May,  after  a  very  fatiguing  Journey 
leceg  little  or  no  assistance  from  my  ungrateful  Fellow  Travel- 
lers. 

I've  answer'd  y^  two  belts  by  which  they  demanded  Provis- 
ions for  ye  Women  &  Children,  Trade  kc  they ,  have  made  no 
return.  I  apprehend  are  a  httle  guilty  &  asham'd  of  y^  mean 
part  they  acted.  The  Sachem  knew  nothing  of  their  sending  yt 
large  belt  for  Provisions  &c.  was  surprised  to  hear  of  their 
unreasonable  demands.  The  Sachem  and  several  others  do 
really  appear  friendly,  in  general  they  treat  me  with  no  more 
respect  than  they  would  shew  to  a  dog— ^but  this  is  eqna.l  to  me. 
I  believe  a  little  more  Provision  than  I'm  like  to  get  liere, 
will  be  necessary  for  my  subsistence  this  summer.  The  Indians 
from  above  living  so  much  upon  this  Town  since  ya  general 
meeting,  lias  created  a  great  scarcity  of  Provisions.    I  suppose 

1  For  the  site  of  this  itown  also  written  Oftnadesagiiy,  see  Guy  Johnson's 
Indian  Map  in  this  toI,  It  ig  said  that  this  was  the  oviginal  name  of  Geneva, 
Ontario  Co.,  but  in  the  Col,  Johnson's  Map  the  Indian  Castle  is  laid  down  10 
miles  west  of  the  head  of  Seneca  lake. 
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there  is  not  3  bushels  of  indiau  Corn  in  y^  Castle,  when  I  went 
from  hence  last  spring  they  were  11  t  d  Could  I  have 
a  plenty  of  fresh  venison  &  bea      11    1     I  Id  do  without 

bread,  ye  staff  of  Life,  but  to  hav  1  ttl  f  th  r  &  y«  most  of 
y'  little  rotten,  I  think  may  be  call  1  co    s    far 

It  was  said  in  y^  ancient  puritan  k  ti  n  s  y  man  should  not 
live  by  bread  alone, — The  Modem  t        ns  have  degene- 

rated, especially  in  these  parts,  for  w  a  hk  t  be  denied  any 
bread  at  all. 

I  design  (god  willing)  to  be  down  about  twenty  days  fi'om 
hence.  I've  wrote  desiring  Cap'  Butler  to  make  ready  Provis- 
ion for  me  against  my  anival,  your  Excellency  approving  y^ 
same.  I  dont  doubt  but  Rev*'  M'  Wheelock  would  think  it 
expedient,  it  will  be  to  y*  credit  of  y*  Design,  as  well  as  ray 
comfort  &  support.  The'  success  in  my  present  undertaking  be 
uncertain,  I  must  make  a  trial  of  3  or  4  years,  y'  I  may  answer 
with  a  clear  Conscience  before  Almighty  God.  My  obligations 
from  without  are  considerable,  but  much  greater  from  within. 
I  submit  it  wholly  to  your  Excellency,  whose  direction  and 
advice  I  esteem  infinitely  preferable  to  my  own;  also  for  whose 
former  undeserved  kindness  and  condesention,  I  desire  to  renew 
most  humble  thanks. 

That  Success  &  Prosperity  may  crown  all  your  Excellency's 
undertakings,  is  y«  sincere  wish  of  him, — who  is  with  greatest 
esteem 

Your  Escellencys 

most  obedient  k 

obliged  humble  servant 

S.    KlETLAND. 

His  Excellency  S'  W™  Johnson. 

P.  S.  I  shall  go  down  by  water,  with  one  or  two  Indians 
who  have  invited  me  to  go  with  them  for  sake  of  learning  y" 
Language. 

I  have  not,  nor  shall  I  acquaint  them  y'  1  have  any  thoughts 
of  gettiug  Provision  up  here'. 
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EEVD   Mil  WHEELOCK  TO  Sill  W"  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon  2ptOcf  1765. 
Sir,  May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

The  Bearer  a  Narraganset  Indian  with  a  number  of  that  Tribe 
desire  me  to  write  you  in  their  Favour.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  their  Case  only  by  common  Fame  and  it  has  been  often 
said  that  a  number  of  that  Tribe  appear  more  spirited  to  culti- 
vate their  Lands,  and  live  by  the  Produce  of  them,  than  here- 
tofore they  have  been,  but  that  they  are  like  to  be  prevented 
therein  by  a  drunken  Sachem  ivho  has  got  in  Debt,  and  is  selling 
their  Lands  fast  to  the  English,  Your  Excellency  no  doubt 
knows  their  Case  much  better  than  I  do,  and  will  be  ready  to 
prevent  the  Evil  they  fear  if  it  be  in  your  power. 

Sir.  I  am  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Corrispondents  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  to  return  your  Excellency  their  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  your  lavourable  recommendation  of  this 
Indian  School  &,c.  and  for  all  the  Expressions  of  your  Favour 
and  Friendship  towards  the  Important  Design  of  Inlarging  & 
advancing  the  kingdom  of  the  Eedeemer  among  the  Savages, 
and  to  Express  their  best  Wishes  for  your  temporal  and  eternal 
Felicity.  We  rely  upon  yonr  Friendship,  and  would  by  no 
means  justly  merit  the  Contrary, 

I  am  obliged  to  write  in  utmost  Hurry  &  Confusion  or  not 
embrace  tliis  Favourable  opportunity  of  Conveyance  which 
your  Goodness  will  readily  enough  consider  as  an  Excuse  for 
what  is  so  luifashionably  oifered  by  Hon**  Sir. 

Your  Excellency's  much  obliged  and 

most  Obed'  Humble  Servant 
Eleazae  Wheelock. 

Sir  Will™  Johnson. 


SIR  W.  JOHNSON  TO  REY.  THOMAS  BARTON. 

Tohnson  Hall  Nov  Tt'',  1765. 
Sir 

I  have  had  the  favor  of  yours,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  tlie  trouble  you  have  given  yourself  about  the  Electrical 
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Aparatus  &c  and  for  your  poJite  &  friendly  offers  of  Service  of 
wliich  I  may  now  &  tlien  avail  myself.- 

The  Interest  I  liave  in  the  Welfare  of  the.  Indians,  &  my 
sincere  regard  for  their  happiness  has  induced  me  at  all  times  to 
give  proper  Introductions  &  Assistance  to  tlie  Missionarys  sent 
amongst  them,  and  if  my  becoming  a  Member  of  the  Society 
will  increase  my  power  to  forward  so  good  an  undertaking  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  agree  to  Mr  Auchmutys  kind  proposal,  to 
whose  civility  I  am  much  obliged  and  must  beg  the  favor  of  you 
to  transmit  him  my  hearty  thanks  for  his  intentions  relative  to 
me,  assuring  him  that  I  can  have  no  Objection  to  becoming  a 
member  of  so  Venerable  a  body. 

I  shall  be  Extremely  glad  to  hear  of  your  Welfare  or  to  serve 
whenever  in  my  poWer  as  I  am. 

The  Kev^  M''  Barton 

*,*Kov3  Tliomaa  Barton,  was  torn  in  Ireland  in  1730.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Trinity  Coll.,  Dublin,  In  1754,  the  Society  for  the  Prop,  of  the  Gospel,  erected 
ft  lUisMon  for  the  counties  of  York  and  Cumberland,  Pa.,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Barton  to  it,  be  iiaving  brought  over  with  him,  and  laid  before  the  Society  a 
certificate  from  the  Trustees  and  Professors  of  the  Philadelphia  Coll.,  that  he 
had  been  more  than  two  years  employed  as  an  assistant  in  that  Institution,  and 
discharged  his  duty  to  their  full  gatlsfaction,  and  therefore  joined  in  recommend- 
ing him  as  a  proper  person  for  the  Society's  service.  This  beii^  a  frontier 
settlement,  its  duties  were  particnlarly  onerous.  He  had  to  ride  148  miles  every 
Bi.t  weeks  to  attend  hL'i  three  congregations,  and  ofen  at  the  head  of  his  people 
went  to  oppose'  the  Savages  when  desolating  the  neighhoting  settlements.  He 
served  in  1758  as  Chaplain  in  the  expedition  against  Fort  Duquesoe,  and  tlius 
became  acquainted  with  Washington  and  other  distingniahed  Officere. 

In  1770  he  received  the  degree  of  A.  M,,  from  King's  Col!,,  New  York. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  tha  revolution  he  adhered  to  the  Eoyal  cause  and 
WHS  in  consequence  placed  on  the  limits  of  hia  county,  and  afterwards 
confined  to  his  house.  He  continued  thus  a  prisoner  two  years,  and  at  last 
fonnd  himself  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  hia  ikmily  and  parish,  after  a 
service  of  20  years,  and  withdrawujg  to  New-Tork,  where  he  arrived  in  Novem- 
ber, 1778,  His  long  confinement  to  his  house  impaired  his  health,  and  brought 
on  a  dropsy,  under  which  he  languished  until  the  25th  May,  1780,  when  he 
yielded  to  his  fate  at  the  age  of  50  years.  He  left  in  Pennsylvajiia,  a  widow,  and 
eight  children  liy  a  former  wife.  The  well  known  Prof.  Barton,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Penn,,  was  his  son.    En, 
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CHURCHWARDENS  OF  SCHENECTADY  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Schonactady  20">  December  1765. 
Sir 

As'  the  Congregation  of  the  Cliurch  of  England  have  come  to 
a  Resolution  to  petition  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  grant 
them  a  Charter  to  Secure  their  Eights  and  privileges  in  the 
Church  built  here,  they  beg  leave  to  lay  their  petition  before 
you  for  your  approbation,  and  likewise  beseech  you  Sir  to 
Honour  them  with  an  Acceptance  of  beeing  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees in  the  Charter  if  one  can  be  Obtained,  as  we  tlien  can 
have  no  doubt  if  a  Gentleman  of  your  known  Merit  and  Char- 
ecter  wiU  Espouse  our  Cause  it  will  prevent  for  the  future  the 
presbyterians  from  makeing  any  unjust  attemps  on  the  privi- 
ledges  in  the  Church  we  hope  you  will  graciously,  Honour  us 
with  an  answer  as  soon  as  your  Leisure  will  permit  which  will 
confere  the  most  Gratefull  Obligation  on  onr  Congregation,  and 
in  a  perticular  manner  on  your  Honors  Most 

Obedient  humble  servants 
3  W  Brown 
Matthew  Lyne 
RicHD  Cull  IN 

JoNATHN    OgDEN 


EEV^  SAMUEL  IIETLAND  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Sir.. 

I' wrote  your  Honour  sometime  past  by  Onuhsocktea  &  y^two 
white  men  from  Niagara,,  -w"^  I  hope  has  come  safe  to  hand. — 
"We  have  no  news  of  consequence  stiring  among  us  at  present. 
I've  heai'd  by  some  of  y^  Indians  y*  your  Honour  has  had  a  very 
easy  happy  time  thro'  the  winter — No  Visiters  no  Company 
excepting  Cap  Monteur,  no  Letters  from  abroad.  Nothing  to  do 
but  to  set  down  &  enjoy  y--  Comforts  of  Life.  ■w=*'  news  T  tell 
them  is  too  good  to  be  true.     I  rather  fear  y=  contrary.     Ive 
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lately  spoke  to  the  Indians  here,  something  farther  concerning 
my  design  &c,  I  have  had  an  agreable  encouraging  answer — of 
w«*i  I  shall  acquaint  your  Honour  by  y«  next  opportanity  having 
but  a  moment  to  write  at  present,  &  y*  Bearer  now  waiting.  I 
b^  leave  being  desir'd  to  Insert  a  short  speech  for  Tekanondo, 
as  he  is  my  special  Mend  &  main  suppurt  here.  I  mention  only 
y«  Substance. 

"I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  friendly  encouraging 
words  last  fall — they  buried  almost  all  my  sorrow,  &  gave 
me  as  it  were  new  life.  I  keep  y™  continually  in  my  mind. 
I  again  return  most  hearty  thanks  for  your  Remembranca 
of  me.  I  desire  you  wou'd  consider  y  present  disposition 
&  intention  of  my  warriors  to  visit  y"  old  Enemies  y' 
Cherokee,  you  are  well  acquainted  w*i»  our  ancient  Customs  &, 
Traditions,  yt  y«  late  Breach  in  my  family  cant  be  fully  made 
up  in  any  other  way.  I  know  not  w*  your  present  stores  are, 
nor  how  you  are  disposed  towards  these  things.  I  ask  only  this 
jt  you  woud  take  it  into  consideration.  You  are  doubtless 
sensible  it  is  hai-d  for  me  to  see  all  my  Notes  pass  me  on  this 
Business,  &  I  being  alone,  perhaps  shall  set  down  &  weep  w"i 
my  miserable  Condition.  But  if  my  Waireours  go  I'll  be  con- 
tented to  tarry  your  encouraging  word  &  strict  charge  last  fall 
shall  support  me  &  be  continually  in  my  mind. 

In  much  hast  your  Honours 

most  obed^  &  ever  hum*'  Serv' 

S,   KiRTLAJSD. 

Kaunaudasage  Feby  18, 1766,  if  I  dont  mistake. 

I  beg  y^  favour  of  an  Almanack  if  your  Honour  has  a  supply. 
I  fear  I  sliall  forget  y«  Sabbaths  &  perhaps  new  moons,  &  become 
a  Savage  indeed. 

The  Hon''i  Sir  W'"  Johnson. 
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IP  WEIMAN,  PEINTER,  TO  SIK  W"  JOHNSON 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  INDIAN  PEAVEH  BOOK. 

New  York,  March  25,  1766. 
Sir, 

Tlie  Indian  Common  Prayer  Book  stil  lies  dead ; — I  should 
be  glad  to  be  inibrmed  how  I  am  to  proceed.  I  have  been  at 
much  Expence  for  what  is  done,  and  assure  myself  of  your 
consideration  of  y«  Affair.  I  shall  wait  your  Motion  with  Plea- 
sure i — No  dfmbt  occurrences  prevented  its  farther  Pi-ogress 
with  you.  The  Reverend  M'  Ogilvie,  who  is  now  Curate  liere, 
will  no  doubt  undertake  its  Correction,  if  you  doubt  my  Careful- 
ness from  sticking  close  to  a  legible  Copy  ;  and,  I  think,  Sir,  he 
will  readily  assist  on  Application,  which,  if  you  please,  I  will 
undertake  to  address  for,  should  you  incline  to  continue  its 
Publication. 

I  am,  Tour  Excellency's  obliged,  and 

Obedient  H'>"  Servant, 

W"   Weyman. 


THE  MAYOR  OF  ALBANY  TO  THE  KEY.  MR.  WHEELOCK. 

May,  1766. 
Rev.  Sir, 

We  are  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  21^*,  and  with  Mr. 
Smith's  of  the  lO'i"  of  April  last.  The  design  of  christianizing 
the  Indians,  and  diffusing  the  light  of  the  gospel  to  those  unhap- 
py people,  that  have  not  yet  partaken  of  that  divine  blessing,  is 
so  truly  charitable,  and  favorable  to  humanity,  that  it  deserves 
all  the  encouragement  and  attention,  that  it  has  met  with  from 
our  gracious  sovereign,  and  those  worthy  benefactors,  who  so 
generally  followed  the  royal  example. 

We  esteem  ourselves  peculiarly  happy  that  an  opportunity  is 
offei-ed  us,  to  show  how  much  we  are  inclined  to  promote  a  plan 
so  universally  countenanced,  and  so  deservedly  applauded.    We 
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have  informed  ourselves  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  to  whom 
you  was  pleased  to  refer  us  for  pa.rticLilars-  The  affair  is  of  so 
much  importance,  that  it  claims  our  most  serious  and  deliberate 
consideration,  and  the  little  time  allowed  from  the  speedy  return 
of  Mr.  does  not  permit  us  to  send  our  proposals  by 

him :  ive  sTiall  however  embrace  tlie  earliest  opportunity  to 
convey  them  to  you,  and  we  hope  that  when  you  get  them,  they 
will  be  such  as  will  meet  with  your,  approbation,  and  merit 
the  consideration  of  tliose  worthy  gentlemen  in  England,  to 
whom  this  affair  is  referred. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  of  our  particular  regard  for 
you  ;  we  wish  you  much  of  the  divine  grace,  and  liealth  to  go 
on  with  this  good  worli,  of  which  (greatly,  to  your  honour  be  it 
spoken,  and  may  it  long  be  gratefully  remembered)  you  have 
been  the  lirst  promoter. 

We  are,  Bev,  Sir, 

Tour  most  humble  servant 

V.  Dow,  Mayor,  &c. 


REVD  M^  WHEELOCK  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Lebanon  4'!'  July  1766. 
Sir, 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  Tour  Excels  J*  Favour 
by  David  Towler — I  much  regrett  the  loss  of  Goo/j,  wlio,  as 
David  and  others  uiibrm  me,  was  a  man  of  great  Consequence, 
both  with  respect  to  their  religious,  and  Secular  Interest. 

And  I  am  indeed  much  affected  with  the  acco'  (whicli  you 
referr  me  to  David  for)  of  tlie  occasions  given  to  several  Tribes 
to  revive  their  old  Prejudices,  and  renew  their  Hostilities  against 
the  English.  May  your  Excellency  experience  that  same 
Fountain  of  Wisdom  which  lias  hitherto  guided  you  on  such 
occasions,  to  be  still  sufficient  for  you,  in  tliis  critical  affair. 

My  plan  is  much  disconcerted  hereby — Tlie  Enghsh  youth 
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who  accompany  this,  viz.  Johnson  and  McCIuer, '  are  Members 
of  Yale  College,  as  well  as  of  this  School ;  and  were  design'd,  if 
it  might  be,  under  Your  Excellency's  Directioii  &  Favour,  to 
spend  the  ensuing  Season,  (with  their  Indian  associates)  in 
learning  the  Language  of  such  Tribes,  as  they  may  likely  serve, 
as  Missionaries  &  School  Masters,  when  they  have  coropleated 
their  Learning.  The  Disposal  of  them  is  now  submitted  to  your 
Wisdom,  and  Pnidence.  M'  Kirtland  seems  inclined  to  take 
McCluer  to  Onoyada  with  him ;  But  whether  the  learning  of 
that  Language  will  be  of  such  Consequence  as  that  it  will  be 
worth  his  spending  his  Time  for  it.  Your  Excellency  is  best  able 
to  judge. 

I  have  thought  it  might  be  best  for  Joseph  Johnson,  who 
Mohegan,^  and  is  too  young  to  have  the  government  of  a  scK 
to  be  employed,  as  an  Usher  under  David  Fowler,  whose  school, 
I  understand,  will  likely  be  big  enough  for  two  masters. 

Jacob'  who  is  Brother  to  David,  and  tho'  but  16.  years  old,  I 

B  a  native  of  BrookfloM,  Mass.  Afier  spendii^ 
it  Oiioidii,  he  graduated  at  Tale  College  in  1769, 
and  then  became  a  teacher  in  Dr.  Wheelock's  school.  In  the  summer  of  1772  he 
set  out  to  viat  the  Delaware  Indians  on  tlie  Muskingum  .river  j  west  of  the  Ohio, 
a  Journal  of  which  mission  is  published  in  Wheelock's  TTar.  for  1773.  On  his 
return  to  Pittsburgh  from  this,  what  turned  out  to  he  a  fhiitless  mission,  he  spent 
seven  months  among  the  scftttered  white  settlemenfa  in  Western  Penn.  In  the 
summer  of  1774,  in  company  with  Messrs.  Dean  and  others,  he  visited  the  Canada 
Indians.  During,  and  for  some  time  after  the  revolution,  he  was  minister  of 
Northampton,  N.  H.,  and  in  1786  removed  to  East  "Windsor,  where  he  died  June 
26,  1820,  aged  71.  His  wife  was  thcrdau^ier  of  Dr.  Pomeroy  and  nieco  of  Dr. 
Wheelock,  whose  Memou^s  he  published  in  connexion  with  Dr.  Parish  in  1811, -En, 


2  Joseph  Johhson  was  horn  near  Horwich  about  the  year  1750,  Kie  fetlier 
served  near  Lake  George  in  1767,  At  the  age  of  15,  JoHuph  became  a  school- 
master aa  above  stated,  and  was  so  employed  for  two  years.  He  ftll  off,  how- 
ever, from  this  life  of  regularity  afterwards,  and  went  on  a  whaling  voyage. 
Returning  in  1771,  he  fell  (uok  at  his  native  place,  which  circumstance  ha<t  such 
an  effect  on  him,  that  he  became  ciuite  reli^ous.  He  was  afterwards  licensed  to 
preach  among  the  Six  NatiottB,  and  was  very  faithful  to  the  Amevican  cause 
during  the  revolution.  It  is  said  that  he  was  not  inferior  to  Samson  Occum  as  a 
Preacher.    Allen.     See  alsu  Wheeloclt's  Narrative,  VJ7&. 

8  Jacob  Towlkk,  a  Montank  Indian  was  born  in  1750,  He  was  approved  as  a 
Teacher  in  17G6,  aad  taught  for  several  years  after  among  the  Six  Mations  and 
S.  E,  tribes.    Thij^,  howevoi,  did  not  go  well  with  him,  and  in  1774,  he  re- 
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apprehend  is  endowed  with  Prudence  &  Discretion  sufficient  to 
ctmduct  (and  is  well  accomplished  fo  instruct)  a  School. 

I  would  also  propose  to  your  Excellency  "Whether  it  will  be 
best  for  Hezekiati  [Calvin]  to  take  the  School  which  Joseph 
Woolley  left  at  Onohoquagee,  as  I  hear  M>^  Brown  determines  to 
defeat  his  Design  of  settling  at  Fort  Hunter. 

But  I  need  not  be  particular  as  the  Beai-ers  are  fully  knowing 
to  whatever  I  should  otherwise  have  need  to  inform  you  of;  in 
tills  affair.  And  also  as  the  Rev'  M'  Pomeroy  &  my  son,  are 
appointed  (and  yesterday  sat  out  via  New- York)  to  wait  upon 
you  for  your  advice  respecting  the  place  to  fix  upon,  and  build 
for  this  School.  They  will  also  be  able  to  acquaint  you  with 
the  favourable  Reception,  Mess'^  Whittaker  &  Occum,  &  the 
Design  they  Kecommend,  meet  with  at  Home  ;  and  the  Prospect 
I  have  of  any  Favour  I  can  reasonably  desire  from  the  Board  of 
Trade,  if  only  the  Place  for  the  School  was  once  determined, 
and  as  I  would  act  in  every  step  agreable  to  your  mind,  for  I 
apprehend  you  are  able  above  any  man  in  this  Land  to  serve  the 
grand  Design  in  view.  What  seems  to  be  wanting  at  Home,  at 
present,  is  only  to  know  the  place  to  fix  it.  And  T  purpose  to 
mention  several,  with  such  Recommendations,  Incouragementa 
&c  as  shall  be  respectively  given  them,  and  leave  it  with  Gentle- 
men at  Home  to  determine  which  of  the  number  it  shall  be. 

You  will  please  to  weigh  the  Arguments  olferd  by  M"^  C.  J. 
Smith  to  carry  it  into  the  Southern  Governments,  a  rough  Draft 
of  which  I  have  sent  by  my  son. 

William  (Mtgor  as  we  call  him  for  distinction  sake)  is  a  very 
good  Genius,  and  capable  of  making  a  very  likely  man ;  but 
his  Pride  and  the  Violence  of  his  Temper  have  sometimes  ren- 
dered lilm  troublesome ;  and  obliged  me  to  use  severity  with 
him,  of  wliich  my  son  can  inform  you  perhaps  a  Line  or  Message 
from  You  might  be  of  Special  service  to  him,  I  ordered  him 
to  write  a  few  lines  (which  I  inclose)  as  a  Specimen  He  com- 
plained, and  you  will  see,  not  without  Reason,  that  hia  Ink  was 
bad.    I  am  heartily  sorry  to  add  to  the  great  weight  of  Care,  & 

turned  as  a  teacher  to  Dr.  Wheelock'a  School,  where  he  prepared  himself  for 
holy  orders,  previous  to  moving  into  the  Oneida  coimtry  with  Sauipflon  Ocenm. 
Wheelock. 
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Crowd  of  Business  you  are  continually  in ;  and  rely  only  upon 
youi'  Goodness  and  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  things  I 
write,  for  Pardon,  for  this  Trouble.  That  God  may  restore 
your  Health,  Support  you  under  all  your  Labours,  and  long 
lengthen  out  your  important  life,  is  the  earnest  Prayer  of  him 
who  begs  leave  to  subscribe,  with  most  Sincere  Duty  and  Esteem. 
Your  Excellency's 

Obedient  and  vei-y  Humble  Servant 
Sir  William  Johnson  Baron'.  Eleazar  Wheelock. 


REV.  MR- BROWN  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Albany  Sep  IS*  1766. 
S^ 

I  have  the  Honour  of  y^  of  the  10*  Instant  p^  master  Peter, 
wherein  I  find  no  particular  Instructions  in  Regard  to  his  school- 
ing, conclude  therefore  that  you  leave  him  to  me  on  that  Head. 
Depend  on  it  I  shall  takp  the  same  care  of  him  in  every  Respect 
as  my  own  Child,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  meet  his  Excellency 
y>'self  &  the  rest  of  the  Fraternity  on  the  earliest  notice.  My 
Discourse  to  my  Indian  Children  shall  be  short,  but  how  sweet  I 
must  leave  to  y  better  Judgment.  I  shall  obey  y  other  com- 
mands by  inviting  four  or  five  the  most  decent  of  our  Brethren 
to  meet  his  Excellency  on  that  Solemn  occasion. 

I  remain  S''  with  the  utmost  Respect 

y  most.obliged  Hum  Serv^ 
St  Wt"  Johnson.  T.  Brown. 


REVD  MR  CHAMBERLAIN  TO  THE  REV.  M^  BROWN. 

Onowadagegh  Oct.  10  A.  D.  1766. 
Revd  Sir 

Though  my  being  a  Stranger  to  you  might  free  me  from  many 
of&ces  which  might  be  expected  from  a  youth  bound  to  you  by 
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many  acts  ot  your  kindness  yet  I  cant  neglect  writing  to  you  on 
a  late  occurrence  without  violating  the  Bonds  of  simple  Human- 
ity which  bind  equally  the  most  remote  Acquaintance  and  the 
most  intimate  Friends.  A  Report  has  been  lately  handed  about 
here  that  you  Rev'  Sir  at  the  late  Meeting  at  Johnson  Hall 
christend  serveral  children  in  the  Presence  of  his  Honour  the 
Governor  the  honourable  Sir  W™  Johnson  many  other  Gentle- 
men and  a  Number  of  Indians  of  several  Tribes  who  had  been 
before  christened  by  Missionaries  of  the  presbyterian  order.  1 
acknowledge  Eev'i  Sir  that  the  Fact  mention'd  in  their  Report  is 
too  notoriously  conterary  to  the  Practices  of  Christians  of  every 
Denomination  to  gain  Credit  amongst  any  but  Indians  and  the 
most  ignorant  and  crudilous  Part  of  the  white  People,  confident 
therefore  that  this  Export  is  intirely  Groundless  I  have  thought 
it  imprudent  to  apply  to  any  Gentleman  to  have  it  refuted  but 
to  yourself  who  will  I  doubt  not  readily  give  so  full  and  ample 
Refutations  of  it  from  under  your  own  Hand  that  I  may  for  the 
Futer  be  able  to  put  to  shame  ail  who  would  thereby  asperse 
your  character  or  bring  into  Contempt  and  Neglect  amongst 
these  ignorant  Heathen  the  whole  christian  system.  It  was  my 
advice  fi-ora  several  presbiterian  Ministers  and  from  all  whom  I 
convers'^  with  on  the  subject  that  twas  best  as  much  as  possible 
to  keep  fi'om  the  minds  of  the  Indians  eveiy  Notion  of  any 
Difference  or  Distinction  amongst  prodestant  Christians.  To  this 
I  have  always  been  despoaii  and  have  therefore  been  ever  ready 
to  stand  by  a  silent  Spectator  and  Auditor  of  what  ever  any 
Gentleman  of  the  standing  church  chlergey  have  desired  to  act 
or  speali  in  any  of  the  Places  where  my  commission  under  the 
hon''i«  Scots  Society  has  impowered  me  to  officiate.  The  Pru- 
dence of  this  Measure  the  Advantage  it  gives  to  the  common 
cause  of  Christianety  and  its  utility  to  the  Nation  so  far  as  we 
consider  the  natinal  Interest  as  connected  with  the  scheme 
cluistinising  the  Heathen  in  these  Parts  must  appear  to  every 
considerate  Person  upon  the  least  Reflection  but  if  the  foremen- 
tiond  Report  obtains  we  are  obviously  under  a  Necessity  either 
to  leave  the  Indians  intirely  or  else  to  give  a  satisfactory  Reason 
for  such  a  Piece  of  unheard  of  Conduct.  The  first  of  these  Sir 
you  may  readily  suppose  we  shall  not  do  before  we  see  the 
Vol.  IV.  24 
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Indians  all  suppli<i  with  Ministers  of  some  Piodistant  Persuation 
who  will  reside  amungst  them  to  instruct  currect  and  persuade 
them  and  to  set  them  Examples  of  such  cliristian  conduct  as  I 
trust  all  christians  would  rejoice  to  see  prevail  amongst  mankind 
and  to  expect  this  from  the  church  clargey  wlio  are  so  scarce  In 
these  Parts  is  childish  unless  then  you  will  amply  refute  the 
Report  of  your  having  rebaptisd  Children  we  are  necessatated 
to  give  a  Reason  for  such  Eisbaptisms  and  this  we  camiot  do 
without  entering  into  a  Di5tinction  wliich  we  desire  never  to 
mention  liei'e  and  which  would  to  God  there  had  never  been 
occasion  for.  You  may  depend  upon  it  Sir  that  I  am  disposd 
to  treat  every  man  in  a  christian  Manner  who  act  like  a  Chris- 
tian and  to  use  them  with  all  that  Deference  and  Respect  which 
either  tlieii"  Age  or  Carracter  or  any  Distinction  can  claim  from 
me  and  shall  therefore  be  entirely  silent  about  the  above  Report 
till  I  see  whether  an  Answer  to  my  Request  is  to  be  expectedlrom 
you  and  after  that  shall  endeaver  to  act  in  a  Manner  most  con- 
sistant  with  the  same  Principals.  The  affair  has  given  some 
uneasiness  both  to  Revl  M'  Kirtlaad  and  myself  and  in  Case  you 
think  this  unworthy  an  Answer  we  shall'  doubtless  apply  to 
some  Gentleman  who  was  present  and  will  freely  give  us  that 
satisfaction  which  I  at  present  hope  to  obtain  from  you  and  by 
which  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  M'  Kirtland  and  to  put  a  stop  to  a 
Rumor  so  abusive  and  uncommon.  In  hopes  of  this  I  rest  for 
the  Present  and  beg  Leave  to  subscribe  myself 
Eevi  &  Worthy  Sir 

Your  Humble  SeiTant 

Theophilds  Chamberlain. 
To  Rev<'  Mr  Brown. 

'j,*  Theophiius  Chaubehlain  was  ordained  at  Lebanon,  on  24  April,  1766, 
and  set  out  on  the  19th  June  following  for  the  country  of  the  Sis  Kationa.  He 
eatabliahed  Eeveral  schools  among  the  Jlohaivks,  visited  the  Oneydas,  made  a 
to9r  among  the  Onondagas,  and  preached  to  them.  He  returned  to  Lebanon  in 
October,  accompanied  by  two  Oneida  youths  to  be  placed  nnder  Dr.  Wheelock'a 
charge.  He  returned  again  thefollowingyear  to  the  Mohawk  country,  asappears 
by  the  above,  and  a  subsequent  letter. — En 
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CHURCHWAEDENS  OF  SCHENECTADY  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Schenectady  DtC  4<^  176*6. 
HonJ  Sii 

After  reiidring  you  our  sincere  thaiiks  for  the  tender  regard 
you  expressed  for  our  Church,  in  your  favour  to  the  liev"*  M' 
Auchmuthy,  we.  would  acquaint  you  tliat  Mr.  Lyne — when  in 
New  York  waited  on  his  Excellency  to  know  the  result  of  our 
petition,  and  we  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  it  was  laid 
before  the  Council  where  il  met  with  a  favoui-able  reception, 
agreeable  to  which  the  Charter  will  shortly  be  sent  up  with  his 
Excellencies  subscription  money  and  Church  furniture.  Mr 
Lyne  has  also  procured  a  Clerk  to  officiate  in  the  Church,  who 
we  are  persuaded  will  answer  the  Character  given  him  by  several 
Gentlemen  of  Credit  in  New  York.  We  conclude  with  craving 
a  continuance  of  your  protection  of  our  Church  and  its  Liberties, 
and  subscribe  ourselves 

Hond  Sir 

Your  most  Ob'  &.  Hum:  Servants 
J"  W  Brown 

RlCHD  CULLEN 

Stephen  .  Dudley. 
Charles  Dogal 
Matthew  Lyke. 


REVD  MR  CHAMBERLAIN  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Conajohare  29*''  Decbf  1766 
May  it  please  your  Honour 

I  but  lately  received  your  Honours  Letter  of  the  S'*"  instant, 
am  sorry  tho  have  been  the  occasion  of  so  much  Trouble  to  your 
Honour  wliose  Indulgence  and  Condescention  I  have  so  often 
experienced,  and  stand  corrected  with  Pleasure. 

I  am  surprised  that  the  Revi  Brown  should  suspect  that  by 
privatly  informing  him  of  what  he  was  said  to  have  done  I 
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intended  to  intimate  the  misconduct  of  those  in  whose  Presence 
it  was  said  he  did  it.  .  I  never  doubted  may  it  please  your  Hon' 
but  that  his  Exelency  the  Govenor  had  a  Right  to  ask  *and 
obtain  M'  Browns  assistance  in  Conferring  his  Name  upon 
whome  he  pleasd  and  this  without  transgressing  the  strictest 
Rules  of  Christianity,  and  was  far  from  thinking  that  his  Exe- 
lency or  any  Gentleman  in  the  Civil  Government  would  inter- 
pose his  authority  with  a  clergyman  to  obhge  him  to  rebaptize 
Children  because  they  were  first  baptized  by  ministers  of  anotlier 
Denomination.  Nor  was  I  may  it  please  your  Hon"^  suspicious 
that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  establislid  Church  Clergy  gave  them- 
selves or  others  too  much  Trouble  to  bring  into  Disrepute  other 
religious  Persuasions.  I  treated  this  Report  or  at  least  aimd  to 
like  what  was  false  and  only  wi-ote  M'  Brown  for  his  authority  to 
say  it'was  false.  I  gave  a  greater  Latitude  to  some  Expressions 
than  1  should  otherwise  that  M'  Brown  might  give  me  a  direct 
answer  which  would  stop  the  mouths  of  those  who  can  see 
nothing  significant  in  arguing  what  men  will  do  from  their 
Character — but  never  once  supposed  the  Revi  Gentleman  would 
make  so  great  an  affair  of  it  as  to  have  me  answerd  as  lie  has  in 
a  manner  which  gives  me  the  greatest  Pain.  I  mentiond  -the 
Presence  of  Ms  Exelency  the  Govenor,  the  Hon'''^  Sir  William 
Johnson  and  other  Gentlemen  and  the  Indians  with  no  other 
view  than  'to  give  the  Report  the  airs  with  which  I  several  Times 
heard  it  told  not  suspecting  that  the  Letter  would  be  proposed  to 
any  one  as  what  was  designed  to  fault  the  conduct  of  my  Rulers, 
for  to  this  I  dont  give  myself  a  License  in  any  case  but  especially 
should  not  with  your  Honour  to  whom  I  am  so  much  indebted 
must  therefore  may  it  please  jour  Honour  beg  tlie  continuance 
of  your  Honours  favours  to  be  without  which  wiD  be  itself  a 
mark  of  ungratfuU  and  will  soon  render  me  intirrely  useless. 
In  hopes  to  obtain  this  I  conclud  and  beg  Leave  to  subscribe 
myself 

May  it  Please  your  Honour 

your  lion^'  most  obediant  humble  servant 

Theophlus  Chamberlain. 
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KEY.  MR.  BROW-N  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 


The  Bearers  hereof  are  going  up  the  Mohawk  Biver  to  try  to 
collect  money  to  finish  off  a  CImrch  at  Great-BaiTington,  where 
they  have  suffer'd  every  Hardship  from  the  Presbaterian  Party; 
And  designing"  to  caJ!  at  y^  House  I  have  talien  the  Liberty  of 
requesting  y  advice.  They  beg  of  me  to  return  with  them  to 
Barrington  for  a  Sunday,  but  as  my  Duty  call's  me  to  the 
Mohawks  cannot  think  of  going  without  your  consent,  A  Line 
from  you  will  Determine  the  Case.  I  hope  you  .will  not  let  y 
Fondness  for  master  Peter  keep  him  too  long  from  his  Studies  as 
a  misapphcation  of  his  Tiine  will  make  him  forget  what  he  has 
learnt.     1  am  S'  with  Respect 

y  most  obedient  Servant 
T:  Brown. 

Albany  Jan  SO'h  1767. 

If  I  do  not  go  to  Barrington  a  number  of  Brother's  ] 
paying  yon  a  Visit  on  Saturday. 

To  Honi>>e  Sr  W'"  Johnson. 


REVD.  MR.  HANNA  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Schenectady  May  SO*.  1767. 
Honorable  Sir, 

The  many  Favours  I  have  received  at  your  Hand,  lay 
me  under  Indispensible  Obligations  to  acknowledge  your  Gene- 
rosity ;  &  acquaint  you  that  as  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  return 
them  in  this  Life  :  You  are  therefore  to  look  for  your  Reward 
where  the  most  of  Good  Benifectors  have  done  before  you,  viz  in 
Heaven  ;  But  can  assure  you,  that  I  bear  a  sincere  k  grateful 
Sense  of  your  Kinnesses  in  my  Breast  &  shall  never  forget  them 
while  I  am  mindful  of  myself:  particularly  your  last  Letter  to 
the  Governor  in  my  Favour  which  was  of  Singular  Service 
to  me. 

Sir,  Since  my  Return  from  your  House,  I  have  attended  close 
at  M'.  Silvesters  Office,  to  acquaint  myself  with  the  Formalities 
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&  proceedings  of  the  Courtj  liave  got  my  Licence,  k,  qualilied  last 
Tuesday,  am  come  to  Scheiieclady, -with  a  Design  to  settle  :  &. 
should  be  glad  to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  serve  you  or  any  of 
your  Friends,  all  from 

Honorable  Sir 

your  most  humi*.  k  ©be^.  serv'. 

WiLUAM  Hasna' 


MR.  JOHN  ARBO,  SECY  TO  THE  MORAVIANS   TO  SIR 
WM   JOHNSON. 

Bethlehem  the  6"'  Januar.  1768. 
Sir 

The  high  and  important  Station  in  which  the  Providence 
of  GOD  and  our  Gracious  Sovereign  have  placed  You,  together 
with  Your  well  known  benevolent  Disposition  towards  the 
Indians  in  general,  occasions  my  Addressing  Your  Excellency  at 
this  Time. 

1  Rev.  ■ffll.LiAM  Hanba,  ilie  first  Presljyterian  clergyman  at  Albany,  was 
educated  at  the  Revd.  Dr.  Finley's  Academy  at  Nottingham  in  Mai'ylaiid;  he 
next  was  assistant  at  Rev.  Dr  T  b  Sm  h  School  at  Pequea,  Pennsylvania, 
and  graduated  at  Princetown  C  11  g  I  1  9  he  received  tlie  degree  of  A.  B 
from  Kings  College^  New  York  d  th  t  f  M  ter  of  Arts,  in  1765,  from  the 
same  institution.  He  was  li  d  t  i  h  liy  the  Litchiield  Presbytery, 
Connecticut,  28  May,   1760.    H     be  p    t  r  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch 

organised  for  the  first  time  in  Alb  ;  1  62  f  hich  congregation  he  continued 
pastor  for  the  space  of  about  fi  y  rs  B  t  having  taken  a  civil  commission 
from  the  governor,"  and  "  as  it  was  not  onstomary  for  any  member  of  the 
ehiirch  to  which  he  belonged  to  bear  a  civil  office,"  the  congregationrequested  hia 
Dismisaion,  which  followed  accordingly.  It  seems  that  he  next  moved  to 
Schenectady,  after  having  studied  lav;  with  Mr.  Silvester  of  Albany,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice,  as  appears  above,  in  May  1767.  But  bis  success  at  the  bar 
was  not  commensurate  with  his  expectations,  and  in  1771  he  exprcHsed  a  desire  to 
be  admitted  to  orders  in  the  Church  of  England.  The  clergy  of  New  York,  for 
reasons  to  be  found  in  Dr.  Aucbmuty's  letter  (posf)  of  the  11th  June  1771, 
thought  it  would  not  do  for  them  to  recommend  him  for  ordination,  but  sug- 
gested his  application  to  L<jrd  Baltimore .  He  ^hereupon  proceeded  to  Maryland, 
and  having  been  furniabed  with  letters  to  Col.  Washington  and  other  leading  gen- 
tlemen of  Virginia,  he  went  next  to  tbe  latter  Colony.  His  reception,  here,  was 
so  favorable  that  ho,  forthwith,  siuled  for  England,  where  the  Bishop  of  London 
conferred  orders  on  him,  14  June  1772. — Es. 
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I  presume  Your  Excellency  cannot  be  unacquainted  with  the 
Missions  aiid  Laliours  of  the  Bretliren,  begun  and  liitlierto 
subsisting  for  upwavds  of  Twenty  five  Years  amongst  the  North- 
em  Indians,  and  that  their  Zeal,  in  bringing  many  of  them  to  the 
Knowledge  of  GOD  our  Saviour  Jesus  Clirist,  has  been  crown'd 
witJi  great  Success.  True  it  is,  the  Troubles  .and  Calamities 
attending  tlie  late  Indian  War,  in  which  the  Missionaries  and 
their  Converts  met  with  such  a  Variety  of  Distress,  Vicissitudes 
and  Interruption  in  their  Labours,  as  even  threatened  their  t-otal 
EKtirpation  ;  Yet  it  has  nevertheless  pleased  the  Almighty  GOD 
in  his  great  Giwdness,  after  very  many  of  them  had  departed 
this  Life  in  Faith  and  Love  to  Jesus  Clirist,  still  to  preserve 
a  Remnant  of  them,  who  now  live  together  in  brotherly  Love 
at  Wiealusing  on  the  Susquehannah  possessing  the  same  Mind 
with  Us  to  lead  a  peaceable  and  quiet  Life  in  all  Godliness  & 
Honesty  under  the  British  Government. 

This  Infant  Indian  Settlement,  which  we  now  have  the 
Pleasure  of  seeing  in  a  prosperous  Situation,  We  beg  Leave  to 
recommend  with  our  Missionaries,  to  Your  Excellency's  Kind 
Notice  and  Protection. 

In  this  View  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  to  Your 
Excellency  the  Greenland  History  in  2  Vol",  wrote  by  David 
Cranz  one  of  our  Brethren ;  which  we  beg  Your  kind  Acceptance 
of.  The  first  Vol:  Containing  a  Description  of  the  Country  and 
the  natural  Curiosities  of  that  cold  Climate,  I  flatter  myself,  may 
not  prove  Unentertaining  and  the  second,  I  imagine  will  convey 
to  Your  Excellency  the  truest  and  best  Idea  of  the  Bretbrens 
Method  of  propagating  the  Gospel  amongst  the  Savage  Nations. 

For  this  Purpose  also  this  History  has  been  presented  to  their 
Majesties  the  King  and  Queen,  the  Ministers  of  State,  Bishops 
&  Board  of  Trade  &c.  &c. 

In  Behalf  of  the  Members  of  the  Brethren's  Society  for  the 
Furtherance  of  the  Gospel  amongst  the  Heathen  I  have  the 
Honour  to  subscribe  myself 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obed'  Humble  Servant 

John  Aeeo,  Secretary 
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SEC.  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOK  PROP.  THE   GOSPEL  TO  SHI 
W>r  JOHNSON. 

Sir, 

It  is  a  great  satisfactio]i  to  the  society  to  be  informed,  tliat 
you  perfectly  approve  their  resolutions,  with  regard  to  Indian 
Missionaries,  &  Catechists,  &  are  very  desirous  of  seeing  some 
part  of  the  scheme  carried  immediately  into  execution.  This  is 
a  point  we  have  constantly  kept  our  attention  upon  ;  and  are 
truly  sorry  that  we  liave  not  yet  been  able  to  engage  any  proper 
person  to  undertake  tliat  employment.  We  had  good  hope  that 
some  of  the  more  approved  &  experienced  among  the  Clergy  in 
your  parts,  who  from  their  knowledge  of  the  Indians,  k,  their 
acquaintance  in  the  neighbourhood,  &  especially  from  that  coun- 
tenance which  you  would  natiiralJy  give  them,  might  become 
likely  to  have  tlie  best  Success,  would  not  have  been  unwilling 
to  have  taken  this  appointment ;  especially  when  they  had  some 
kind  of  assurance  that  a  lai-ger  salary  than  usual  would  have 
been  allowed  on  such  an  occasion  D''  Auchmuty  tells  me,  that 
he  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  forward  our  Scheme, 
but  without  success.  "  Perhaps,  says  he  because  the  Clergy  do 
"  not  care  to  leave  a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty."  We  there- 
fore desire  you  to  inform  us,  what  you  think  would  be  a  proper 
allowance  to  offer  to  a  Miss^y  for  this  department ;  The  Society 
are  ready  to  concur  to  tlie  utmost  extent  of  their  abilities  to 
carry  on  so  beneficial  a  design ;  tho'  indeed  tlieir  income  is  far 
too  scanty  of  itself  alone  &  without  some  good  assistance  to 
forward  it  In  the  manner  they  wish.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  tlie  most  perfect  esteem  &  respect 

Your  most  Obed'  humble  Servant 

D.  EuRTocr. ' 
Abingdon  Street  Westminster  Feb"'  l^t  1768. 

1  KeT.  DabibIi  BubtoNj  D.  D.,  clianoelloi'  of  the  diocese  of  Oxford  and  Eectoc 
of  St.  Peter's  Poor,  London,  was  for  many  years  Secretary  to  Dr.  Seeker,  Archb. 
of  Canterbury,  to  whose  will  he  was  also  executor.  He  waa  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  Canon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  on  24th  June,  1760,  and  in  1761  succeeded 
Dr.  Beatcroft  as  Secretary  to  the  vSociety  for  propagating  the  gospel,  which  office 
he  hald  until  177S,  when  he,  in  hig  turn,  van  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Dc,  Richard 
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COKPORATIOW  OF  ALBANY  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WHEELOCK. 

Albany,  March  21=*  1768. 
Reverend  Sir, 

Since  the  Letter  wliich  the  Mayor  did  Please  to  write  you, 
onr  annul  Election  for  the  Aldermen  and  Assistants  to  serve  in 
this  Corporation  having  taken  place  and  some  other  adventitious 
Circumstances  Intervening  have  Concurred  to  delay  our  answer 
to  your  favour  of  tlie  Hl^  August  last,  these  being  now  happily 
removed  we  Embrace  this  oppertunity  to  answer  your  Letter 
It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  find  that  you  think  our  proposals 
iu  several  respects  Inviteing  and  Grenerous ;'  you  will  do  justice 
to  our  Sentiments,  if  you  also  belieye  that  we  wish  to  liave  it  in 
our  Power  to  do  more  and  if  we  would  chearfuliy  Give  every 
assistance  that  the  projector  and  Patronsof  this  Scheme  have  a 
right  to  require  from  every  Person  Impressed  (as  we  are)  with 
its  utility  and  Philanthropy,  your  declining  to  fix  on  any  parti- 
cular place  for  the  School  without  the  Pi-eviqus  knowledge  and 
approbation  of  Lord  Dartmoutli  and  the  other  worthy  Persons 
that  have  countenanced  the  plan  and  promoted  Its  success  at 
home  by  procuilng  such  Considerable  donations  for  its  Estab- 
lishment gives  us  at  once  a  Strikeing  Instance  of  your  modesty, 
and  a  high  Idiea  of  your  Prudence  in  paying  such  strict  atten- 
tion to  avoid  Every  step  that  might  tend  to  Prejudice  this  Insti- 
tution—Which in  its  progress  may  do  honor  to  the  age  In  which 
it  has  taken  rise  and  reflect  lustre  on  you  as  the  first  Promoter, 
Permitt  us  to  thank  you  Sir,  for  having  transmitted  home  Copys 
of  our  Letters  and  of  tliose  that  were  Written  you  on  this  subject 
from  New  York  the  Gentlemen  that  did  us  the  honor  to  write 

Hind.  Hi.rriot  Burton,  his  only  daughter,  man'ied  (Aug.  15,  1T73,)  tho  Hon. 
John,  afterwards  Lord,  TreTor,  Minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  diet  at  Eatisbon, 
in  1780,  and  to  the  oonrt  of  Sardinia  in  1783.  This  nohleman  dying  (1824)  without 
issue,  the  title  is  now  extinct.  Dr.  Burton  died  on  the  23d  April,  1T75.  He 
hod  the  character  of  a  very  pious,  sensibie,  diligent,  careful  and  disinterested 
man.— E». 

1  The  Corporation  htid  offered  to  give  two  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  to 
Dr.  Wheolock,  on  condition  thftt  he  would  remove  his  Institution  from  LehanoB 
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them  are  all  of  distiuguished  Characters  Emmiiieut  for  Cherish- 
ing and  Cultivating  the  Social  Virtues  their  Circumstances  and 
situation  in  life  such  as  sets  them  above  the  suspicion  of  sinister 
or  selfish  view  s,  and  the  many  oppertunitys  they  have  had  of  be- 
ing acquainted  with  our  moral  Character  from  the  Frequent  Inter- 
course with  us  Which  their  profession  Necessai'ly  engages  them 
in  Constitutes  tliem  very  Computent  Judges  of  it  can  it  then  be 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  Gentlemen  of  such  as  they  are,  should 
so  fiu'  forget  the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  and  to  society  as 
warmly  to  recommend  the  fising  of  a  Seminary  (In  which  it  will 
be  necessary  to  Incultivate  virtue  and  morallity  as  much  If  not 
more  by  example  than  Precept)  In  the  midst  of  a  People  of  a 
reputed  Immoral  Character  such  a  supposition  would  be  alto- 
gether absurd  aod  we  should- think  ourselves  Justifyed  in  resting 
on  their  Recommendation  only  as  a  sufficient  vindication  of  our 
Character  against  the  uncharitable  and  unjust  anamadversions 
of  designing  men  but  duly  and  the  Justice  we  owe  to  our  Consti- 
tuents obliges  us  to  declare  that  the  Present  Majestracey  of  this 
Place  in  pursuit  of  the  principals  laid  down  by  their  predesses- 
sors  make  it  the  first  object  of  their  attention  to  Inspire  their 
Constituents  with  tlie  Loue  of  Virtue  and  the  abhorrence  of  vice 
to  this  end  they  discourage  whatever  may  tend  to  Corrupt  the 
manners  or  debauch  the  morals  of  the  people  whilst  at  the  same 
time  Encouragement  is  given  to  every  Plan  Cultivated  for  their 
happiness  actuated  by  these  principals  we  readily  embraced 
yours  and  rejoiced  in  the  fair  Prospect  that  such  an  Establish- 
ment amongst  us  Promised  additional  oppertunitys  of  advance- 
ing  the  Education  of  our  youth  all  what  we  ardently  wish  and 
therefore  what  we  Could  Give  we  offered  with  the  utmost  Good 
will,  if  our  Good  Intentions  already  are  or  should  be  prustrated 
by  tlie  selfish  views  of  designing  persons  we  shall  be  Equally 
sorry  on  our  own  account  ason  tlieirs  whom  they  deceive  Have- 
ing  been  already  explicet  in  our  former  letters  on  the  advantages 
that  the  school  would  reap  by  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City 
we  shall  be  silent  on  that  head  and  make  only  remark  to  obviate 
the  difficulty  you  mention  on  account  of  a  supposed  want  of 
opportunitys  to  instruct  the  Indian  Children  In  Agriculture 
and  the  Manuel  Arts  that  the  Immediate  Environs  of  this  City 
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are  Inhabited  by  farmers  whom  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  Judge 
of  tlieir  sliill  Industry  aiid  Occqnomy  from  the  afSuence  of  their 
Circumstances  acquired  only  by  Husbandry,,  we  shall  not  hesi- 
tate to  rank  them  in  the  first  class  of  husbandmen  and  as  these 
Children  will  not  require  to  be  taught  any  other  manual  arts 
then  such  as  will  serve  towards  proeureing  the  immediate  neces- 
sarys  and  more  Simple  Conveniencies  of  life  these  too  may  both 
be  obtained  in  this  City.  We  could  have  wished  that  your  son 
and  the  Reverend  M'  Pomory  had  Communicated  to  us  the 
Iritentio»  of  their  Journey  when  they  were  here  at  the  time  you 
mention  they  would  have  had  no  reason  to  Complain  of  any 
Coldness  in  us  nor  indeed  can  we  be  Charged  with  any  as  we  do 
not  know  that  those  Gentlemen  were  ever  here  otherwise  then 
by  your  Letter. 

We  thank  you  Sir  for  those  sentiments  of  good  will  that  you 
Express  to  Entertain  for  us  we  hope  you  will  have  no  occasion 
to  Change  them  and  we  should  be  liappy  to  have  you  in  this 
Neighberhood  that  you  might  experience  repeated  Instances  of 
our's  towards  you. 

We  have  read  your  published  account  of  the  School  since  its 
beginning  it  has  confirmed  our  opinion  that  your  whole  Conduct 
has  been  with  a  view  to  Promote  religion  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind  may  God  In  whose  holy  worship  you  are  attempting  to 
instruct  the  uninformed  Savages  Crown  all  your  endeavors  with 
success  and  Give  you  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  your  Good 
work  and  when  it  shall  Please  him  as  the  supreame  disposer  of 
all  things  may  you  depart  hence  in  bis  peace 

We  are  Reverend  Sir  &c 


mv.  MR.  WHEELOCK  TO  THE  CORPOKATION  OF  ALBANY. 

Lebanon  8"'  April  1768. 
W ;  pful  and  hon^  Sirs 

Tours  of  Marcli  9"'  Came  Safe  to  hand  two  days,  ago,  in  which 
I  observe  and  gratefully  acknowledge  the  unmerited  expressions 
of  vom'  benevolence  iind  respects  towards  me  and  your  trueiy 
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generous  dispositions  towards  this  rising  Institution.  I  am  sorry 
that  my  unguarded  manner  of  expressing  myself  in  a  former 
letter  respecting  the  objection  so  often  made  against  fixing  my 
school  in  the  vicinity  of  your  City  (viz  the  bad  morals  of  the 
place)  was  received  in  any  other  light  than  was  simply  and 
honestly  intended  :  my  design  was  only  to  advice  you,  that  such 
an  objection  had  been  frequently  and  strongly  urged ;  and  to 
Give  you  an  opportunity  to  obviate  the  same's  being.,further  im- 
proved to  the  disadvantage  of  the  design  proposed  I  had  not  the 
least  intention  or  disposition  to  reflect  upon  your  tSty,'or  so 
much  as  express  my  9wu  sentiments  respecting  tliat  matter ; 
however  the  earless  and  ungaurded  manner  of  my  expression, 
naturally  lead  you  to  conceive,  that  which  was  very  different 
from  that  entire  friendship  which  wolly  Governed  me  in  that 
matter,  and  which  was  so  far  from  my  intention  that  I  never  had 
a  tlio't  or  the  least  jealousy  of  my  being  so  understood,  till  I 
was  informed  of  it  by  my  Son,  and  since  more  fully  by  M''  Smith 
of  New  York,  However  I  hope  that  matter  is  now  set  right,  and 
that  you  will  Candidly  ascribe  it  to  tliat  Crow'd  of  affairs,  which 
obliges  me  relying  upon  the  goodness  of  those  to  whom  I  write, 
often  to  dismiss  even  Letters  of  importance,  without  such  a 
review  as  I  should  otherwise  think  expedient. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  transmit  your  letters,  to 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  &c,  and  also  Cap"  Lansing's  generous 
proposal  at  Stoneroby 

It  gives  me  sensible  pleasure  Gentlemen  that  your  sentiments 
are  the  same  with  mine  as  to  the  expediency  and  propriety  of 
proceeding,  only  with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  and  the  other  Worthy  Gentlemen  of  the  Trust  at 
home  respecting  the  Place  to  fix  this  School. 

I  am  informed  that  some  overtures  are  making  to  invite  the 
settlement  of  this  school  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
near  Coos. 

And  by  a  letter  from  home,  I  understand,  that  Gen'  Lyman  is 
using  his  endeavours  to  have  it  carried  into  his  Government  on 
the  Ohio, 

I  have  also  lately  heard  that  a  new  plan  is  forming  to  detain 
it  in  tliis  Government — what  these  proposals  will  ripen  to,  I 
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cannot  say,  and  how  Gentlemen  at  home  will  have  light  to  satisfie 
them,  or  what  expedient  they  will  think  proper  to  obtain  light 
sufficient  to  act  understandingly  and  safely  in  determining  the 
important  point,  I  cant  tell,  I  desire  to  do  all  on  my  part  to  be 
.done,  and  submit  it  to  and  wait  upon  the  Great  Governor  and 
disposer  of  all  events  to  direct  and  determine  the  same  accord- 
ing to  his  own  holy  and  righteous  will, 

Tou  may  assure  yourselves  that  the  testimonials  you  have 
given  me  of  your  friendship  are  not  the  least  among  the  many 
circumstances  which  would  render  the  prospect  of  such  a  situa- 
tion agreeable  to  me  ;  as  I  am  with  much  esteem  &  respect 
Gentlemen 
your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant 
Eleazob.  "Wheelock, 
Tlie  W:  pfol  the  Mayor  &  Aid"  ? 
of  y*  City  of  Albany  J 


REVD  MK.  BARTON  TO  SIE  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Wortliy  Sir,' 

I  suppose,  before  now,  William  has  again  seen  his  Native  Soil, 
&  delivered  you  my  last  Letter — I  had  such  Expectations  from 
this  Lad,  that  I  am  sorry  I  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  stay 
&  prosecute  his  Studies  a  little  longer;  but  he  got  so  uneasy  at 
the  violent  Proceedings  in  these  Parts,  that  he  apprehended 
himself  in  Danger  indeed  no  Wonder! — Some  People  here  are 
grown  so  insolent  and  daring,  that  many  even  of  the  Inhabitants 
themselves  seem  to  dread  the  Consequences — The  Spirit  of 
Violence  &  Outrage  flames  not  only  here,  but  throughout  several 
of  the  Colonies,  and  bends  its  Fury  at  present  against  the 
Bishop3  &,  the  Church  of  England: — where  it  wiU  end,  God  only 
knows. 

Ever  since  the  Murder  of  the  Canestogo  Indians,  their  Plan- 
tation, called  Indian  Town  of  Canestogo,  has  lain  open  to  waste, 
&  to  the  Use,  or  rather  Abuse  of  every  bold  Intruder — I  lately 
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made  some  Enquiry  about  the  Indian  Deeds  I'eladiig  to  this 
town,  wliicli  I  once  saw  in  the  Hands  of  some  Persons,  who 
were  suspected  to  be  concerned  in  tiie  Assassination  of  those 
hapless  Wretclies,  &  had  the  Pleasure  to  be  informed  that  tliey 
had  been  collected  by  Cap*  M'^Kee,  &  by  him  transmitted  to 
you. 

Now  I  humbly  request  the  Favour  of  you  to  permit  me  to 
take  this  Plantation  under  my  Care,  and  to  sow  one  of  the  clear 
Fields  untill  it  is  claimed  by,  &  wanted  for  the  Use  of  the  proper 
Owners— I  ask  this  Favour'  because  the  Land  is  convenient  to 
nie(beingonlyseveu  miles  from  Lancaster,)  andas  I  liveina  town, 
where  I  have  no  Land  of  my  own  near,  &  where  Grain  of  every 
kind  is  sold  at  a  most  extravagant  Price — I  am  likewise  encouraged 
to  make  tliis  Application  as  I  am  well  assured  that  my  Care  of 
the  Plantation,  in  preventing  future  waste  &  keeping  off  Inti'u- 
ders,  will  fully  compensate  for  any  Benefits  I  may  reap 
from  a  little  Crop;  And  I  promise  to  resign  it  in  good  Repair 
whenever  demanded  by  you  or  the  Indians — If  you  should 
think  proper  then  to  favour  my  humble  Boon,  be  pleased  to 
appoint  me  a  kind  of  Agent  or  Overseer  to  take  Care  of  this 
Place  by  a  Certificate,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  you  shall 
deem  better — I  trust  you  will  pardon,  Worthy  Sir,  this  SoUici- 
tation — The  Admission  with  which  you  have  honoured  ine  to 
your  Favour  &  Friendship,  leaves  no  Room  to  doubt  but  you 
will  kindly  indulge  me  the  Freedom  of  ,this  Address,  &  always 
allow  me  the  satisfaction  of  declaring  myself 

Your  most  obedient,  obliged  and 

Affectionate  humble  servant 
Tho  Barton, 

The  Hon'''*'  Sir  William  Johnson,  Baronet. 

P.  S.  As  it  might  give  some  Offence  to  the  Proprietary  Agents 
that  this  Application  was  not  made  to  them,  I  would  beg  to 
receive  the  Favour  I  ask,  as  if  from  yourself,  who  thought  it 
necessary  that  this  Plantation  should  be  put  under  the  Care  and 
Protection  of  some  Person  who  lived  near  it — May  I  hope  for 
an  Answer  as  soon  as  your  Avocations  will  allow  you  to  hear 
me. — Vive  diu  salvus  &  sospes! 
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Tins  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  M''  Clench,  a  Man  of  Pro- 
perty who  resided  many  years  in  Reputation  in  tliis  County,  but 
now  moves  with  his  Family  to  the  Mohawk  River. 

Endorsed  "supposed  in  May  1768" 


MR.  JW.   BROWN  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Schonactady,  5*''  of  August  1768 
Hoii-i  Sir 

Our  Congregation  begs  to  know  wether  there  is  any  reason  to 
Expect  M''  Murray.'  soon  here,  if  not  if  your  Honour  appi-oves 
of  it,  we  would  give  him  an  Invitation  to  come  here,  that  if  this 
place  is  agreeable  to  him  and  lie  to  us.  we  will  then  Subscribe 
yearly  as  much  as  lies  in  our  power  for  him,  tho'  I  really  think 
it  will  not  exceed  £40  tliis  Currency  but  however  if  M"  Murray 
comes  and  you  think  him  a  person  that  [is]  likely  to  promote 
Religion  among  us,  we  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  Sir  :  by 
recommending  another  Mission,  to  be  added  to  this,  or  by  some 
other  means,  make  the  terms  agreeable  to  him  we  are  now  the 
more  Anxiously  Solicitious  on  this  Head,  as  the  Presbyterians 
ai'e  busee  to  get  M''  Bay=  among  them  I  shall  not  make  any 
appology  for  troubling  your  Honour  with  this  Letter  as  it  would 
betray  a  diffidence  in  your  friendship  for  our  Church  which  we 
have  liad  too  many  Proofs,  to  admit  a  doubt  of 
I  am  with  the  utmost  Respect 
Sir.  your  Honour  most  Obedient 
Hum''i«  Servant 

J  W  :  Brown 
To  the  Honorable  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar' 

1  Eevd  ALBXiKBEa  Mdehat,  Episcopal  mimater  of  Beading  Pa.  from  1763,4 
to  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  Revolution,  when  all  the  Episcopal  Churches  In  Penn- 
sylvania wore  closed.    He  withdrew  to  England,  in  1778.    Ed. 

2  Rev.  Amdrew  Bay  was  a.  native  of  Ireland,  and  eraigrated  to  Maryland 
where  he  married  «  Miss  Hall.  He  belonged  originally  to  the  Newcastle  Pres- 
hyfery.  He  siicceeded  Mr.  Hanna  aa  Presbyterian  Minister  in  Albany  which 
charge  he  filled  for  the  epace  of  five  years,  or  nntil  abont  the  date  of  the  above 
letter.  He  next  moved  to  Newtown,  L.  I.  His  name  first  appears  aa  a  member 
of  the  N.  York  Presbytery  in  1774  by  which  body  he  was  dismissed  June  20th 
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HUGH  (JAINE  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON 

OS   THE    IMDIAM    PRAYER   BOOK. 

Sir 

In  searching  Mr.  Weyman's  Papers  after  his  Decease,  a 
Number  of  the  Sheets  of  the  Indian  Common  Prayer  that  you 
employed  him  to  print  off,  came  to  Hand,  but  in  a  very  imper- 
fect State:  He  had  got  as  far  as  the  74th  Page  which  completes 
only  9  sheets ;  but  as  Part  of  several  of  the  sheets  are  not  to  be 
found,  the  exact  Kiimber  gf  each  is  as  follows,  viz 

A  -  -  280  sheets  D  —  417  G 400 

B  -  -  436  E  -  '  413  H 390 

C  -  -  460  r  -  -  413  I  .  .  ,  406 

I  have  got  all  the  Copy  but  what  is  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Eevd,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  who  is  very  willing  to  assist  in  getting  the 
Work  completed,  in  Case  you  think  proper  to  have  the  same 
carried  on. 

I  am  informed  Mr.  Weyman  had  Money  advanced  him  on 
account  of  the  Common-Prayer ;  I  hope,  if  tis  so,  the  Work  he 
has  done  may  make  compensation,  as  there  is  nothing  left  to 
pay  the  many  Hundreds  lie  owes,  and  me  among  the  other 
Creditors  the  Sum  of  £300. 

I  am  ignorant  on  what  Conditions  Mr.  Weyman  undertook 
this  Job ;  however  if  he  has  made  any  Bargain  and  you  are 

1775.    In  the  records  of  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  in  May  1776, 
is  the  following  minuf*  ; — 

"  The  Synod  renewed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Bay's  appeal,  and  after  mature 
ilelltieration,  conSi-med  that  pact  of  the  Presbytery's  judgment  which  disaolrea 
the  union  hetween  Mi-.  Bay  and  his  congregation ;  and  with  respect  to  the  latter 
part  of  said  judgment,  the  Synod  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  have  been  proper 
to  haTe  recommended  to  the  parties,  to  leave  the  settlement  of  all.  matters  ve- 
apectiiig  the  glebe  and  its  appurtenances,  to  arbitrators  mat ually  chosen  ;  and  they 
further  advise  that  if  any  disagreement  should  hereafter  arise  between  Mr.  Bay 
and  the  congregation  of  Newtown,  respecting  said  glebe  and  appurtenances,  that 
they  decide  them  in  the  same  way."  {PHmth  Hist,  of  L.  I.  804.)  After  quit- 
ing  Mewtown,  Mr  B.is  supposed  to  have  proceeded  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  where 
his  son,  Elisha  Hall  Bay,  was  subsequently  Judge.  All  his  descendants  reside  in 
the  South,  escept  a  daughter  who  married  a  British  officer  and  settled  m  Kova 
Scotia,    The  Rev.  Mr.  Bay  was  Grand  uncle  of  Dr.  Bay,  of  Alhany.    Ed. 
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willing  I  should  compleat  the  work,  I  am  satisfied  to  abide 
by  his. 

I  do  suppose  the  Number  he  intended  to  print  must  have 
been  500 ;  if  so,  and  that  Number  must  be  completed,  the 
whole  must  be  done  over  again  ;  but  if  400  would  suf&ce,  that 
Quantity  could  be  compleated  by  only  reprinting  the  Letters 
A&H. 

As  this  Matter  entirely  depends  on  you,  whatever  Orders  you 
may  think  proper  to  transmit  me,  with  regard  to  the  same,  shall 
be  strictly  observed  by.    Sir 

Tour  very  humble  Servant 

H.  Gaine. 

New- York  ( 

Aug.  26, 1768.  S 

",*  Hdoh  Gaine  was  an  Ii'istman,  and  served  his  time  to  James  Magee, 
printer,  of  Belfast.  Ws  learn  ftom  Thomas,  that  he  came  to  New  York  in  17*6, 
and  worked  as  jonrnej-man  to  Parker  His  wages  ai  first  were  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter  a  week  ]  he  afterwards  was  allowed  a  trifle  for  hoard.  To  his  credit 
Ifc  is  stated,  that  even  nnder  these  diseourapng  ciroumstances  his  economy  and 
frugality  were  such  that  he  saved  money,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  friend 
imported  a  press  and  types,  with  nhith  ha  opened  a  printing  establishment  about 
the  year  1750,  to  which  ho  added  a  Booksiore,  in  Hanover  Square.  In  1752,  he 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  New  York  Mercury.  Having  printed  in  hia 
paper  of  Nov.  12, 1768,  a  part  of  the  proceedingsof  the  Assembly,  be  was  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  and  reprimanded.  He  printed  the  Journals  of  the  As- 
sembly from  1691  to  1765,  2  v.  fol.,  and  in  January  1768  succeeded  Weyman  aa 
public  printer.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  for  whom  he  prmted  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  in  the  Mohawk  Tongue,  pattoniaed  him,  and  in  the  collection  of  that 
Baronet's  Mss.  in  the  State  Library,  arc  a  number  of  Gaine's  letters,  giving  Sir 
William  the  earliest  intelligence,  and  most  of  the  current  gosdp  of  the  day.  Ha 
found  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  through  the  tempest  of  the  Revolution.  At 
first  he  removed  his  office  and  business  to  Newark,  N.  J.  He,  however,  return- 
ed to  New  York,  and  resided  in  that  city  throughout  its  occupancy  by  the  British, 
His  Mercury  was  discontinued  at  the  peace,  after  an  existence  of  abont  81  years. 
He  obtained  permission  from  the  State  Legislature  to  remain  in  the  city  after  its 
restoration  to  the  Americans.  After  which  he  confined  himself  to  book  printing. 
He  was  punctual  in  his  dealings,  of  correct  morals,  and  respectable  as  a  citizen. 
He  began  life  as  a  poor  man,  but  by  close  application  to  business  amassed  a  for 
tiine.    Ha  died  April  25, 1807,  aged  81  years.— Ed. 
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SIR.  W.  JOHNSON  TO  HUGH  GAINE. 

Johnson  hall  Sepf  8th  1768. 
Sir 

I  have  Just  received  your  Letter  concernicg  the  Indian  prayer 
hoolijwliich  was  put  into  the  late  fil'  Weymans  haiids,  The  Mul- 
tiplicity of  business  prevented  my  Writmg  to  him  About  it  for 
some  time  past,  Tho'  I  lieartily  wish  it  was  Completed,  I  can- 
not recollect  whether  M'  Weymau  was  Advanced  any  thing  on 
Accot  but  believe  not  by  me.  Neither  do  I  remember  what  were 
the  conditions  of  our  Agreement  tho'  to  the  best  of  my  remem- 
brance there  was  Something  proposed  in  that  way,  but  that  so 
useful!  a  Work  might  not  be  Longer  delayed,  I  should  be  glad 
you  would  inform  me  what  would  be  the  Expence  of  re-printing 
the  Letters  A.  &  H.  so  as  to  Complete  400  Copys  (which  I  think 
may  be  sufficient)  in  a  Good  Legible  Character  &  on  Suitable 
Paper,  if  your  Charge  will  Answer  My  purpose  I  shall  then  de- 
sire you  to  Compleat  the  Work,  and  shall  by  the  favor  of  M' 
Ogilvies  Assistance  which  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  chearfully 
give  on  such  an  Occasion. 

Please  to  send  an  answer  to  Sir 
1  was  to  have  ab^  20  Books  Your  most  humble  Servant 

neatly  bound  &  Gilt, 
M'  Hugh  Gaine. 


HUGH  GAINE  TO  SIR  WM  JOHNSON. 

New-York,  Sept  17, 1768. 
Sir 

Your  Favour  of  the  8th  Instant  I  this  Day  received,  and 
since, my  last  to  you  haye  found  a  Memorandum  among  M' 
Weyman's  Papers,  in  the  following  Words; 

"In  this  Size  [wJiich  is  marked  on  a  Sheet  of  Paper,]  it  will 
make  20  Sheets  in  4to,  which  on  account  of  the  Difficulty  of  the 
Tongue  or  Language,  cannot  be  done  for  less  that  36s  per  Sheet, 
and  Sir  William  must  pay  for  the  Paper  besid«s,  which  will  be 
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from  12s  to  18s  pei  Ream,  d.nd  eatli  Ream  will  scarcely  make 
450,  the  whole  therefoie  will  amount  to  f  36:  0:  0  for  printing 
only:    The  bmdmg  also  must  be  paid  by  Sir  William." 

By  the  aboie  agreement  the  repimting  the  Letters  A  and  H, 
will  amount  to  no  more  than  £'d:  12;  0.  and  the  Paper  I  think 
not  more  than  4s. 

I  am  very  glad  M'  Weyman  has  had  no  money  advanced  him 
on  account  of  this  Work,  as  what  he  has  done  will  serve  to  pay 
some  Part  of  liis  Debts. 

With  regard  to  the  Binding,  I  do  suppose  they  will  cost  about 
Is  6d  each,  and  the  20  you  want  gilt,  and  I  suppose  in  red 
Morocco,  will  come  very  high;  however  the  whole  shall  be  well 
executed,  and  on  as  easy  Terms  as  possible,  by  Sir 

Your  humble  Servant 

H.  Gainb. 

To  Sir  W"!  Johnson,  Bart. 


MR.  J.  W.  BROWN  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Schonactady  Oct  19">  1768. 
Honfl  Sir 

I  Received  your  Interesting  Letter,  which  I  immediately  Com- 
municated the  contents  which  regards  the  Church  to  the  Vestry 
which  made  us  all  very  happy,  but  as  we  want  words  to  Express 
our  gratefull  Sentiments  to  you  as  we  ought  we  must  be  silent 
we  shall  instantly  sett  about  finishing  the  Church,  tho  I  fear  it 
will  be  too  late  in  the  season  to  Plaister  the  walls.  According 
to  order  I  have  sent  1  Barrel!  of  Rusk  Branded  on  the  Head  E  B 
which  I  hope  is  come  safe  to  hand  and  am  with  the  most  grate- 
full  Respect  Hon-i  Sir 

Your  most  Obliged  Humi"!  Servant 
J  W  BaoWN.  ■ 
To  Sir  William  Johnston  Barne', 

1  We  leacnfrom  Mr,  L,  H./Willard  of  Union  CoUegej  that  Johh  W,  Brown 
was  bora  in  the  year  1727 ;  he  came  to  this  country  from  London  and  settled  in 
Schenectady  in  1748.    He  married  a  Miss  TOsmple,  and  left  one  son  and  two 
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MEMOKIAL  OF  HEVB.  MR.  WHEELOCK. 

To  Their  Escellencieti    Sir  William   Johnson  Baronet 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  North  America, 

Sir  Henry  Moore  Esquire  Governor  of  tlie  Province 

of  New  York,  Benjamin  Franklin  Esquire  Governor 

of  the    Province   of  New  Jersey  and   John  Penn 

Esquire   Deputy   Governor  of  Pennsylvania,    now 

convened  at  Fort  Stanwis. 

The  Memorial  of  Eleazer  Wheebck  of  Lebanon  in  the  Colony 

of  Connecticut,  Founder  and  Director  of  the  Indian  Charity 

School  in  said  Colony,  humbly  aheweth. 

That  said  School  was  founded  with  a  single  view  to  promote 
the  knowledge  of  the  only  true  God,  and  our  common  Salvation, 
especially  among  the  Savages  of  this  Land  ;  thereby  to  deliver 
them  from  their  present  miseries,  make  them  good  Members  of 
Society,  loyal  Subjects  to  our  rightful  Sovereign,  and  especially 
cordial  subjects  to  the  King  of  Zion.  and  the  Plan  has  siniJe 
been  well  approved,  and  the  School  generously  endowed  by  the 
Liberalities  of  his  present  Majesty  King  George  the  third,  and 
by  many  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  in  Europe,  as  well  as  by 
many  charitably  disposed  People  in  America. — and  much  Labour 
and  cost  have  been  already  expended  to  fit  and  qualify  a  number 
both  English  and  Indians  for  Missionaries  and  School-Masters 
among  their  several  Tribes  who  are  now  or  will  soon  be  ready 
to  enter  upon  their  respective  services,  if  suitable  doors  should 

daughters.  After  having  passed  evenly  through  thetronHea  of  the  revohitlon,  in 
which  he  manifested  very  little  interest,  and  arriving  at  an  advanced  age,  he  laid 
down  to  rest  in  1814.  The  following  m  a  copy  of  the  inscription  on  a,  slab  in  St. 
George's  Church,  Schenectady; — 


3n  Memory  of  JOHN  W.  BROWN 

Who  departed  this  life, 

June  30'''  1814;  aged  87  years. 

A  native  of  GREAT  BRITJm 

Came  to  Schenectady  1748; 

Where  he  remained  untill  his  death; 

The  founder  and  steady  friend  of  this 

gHURCH. 
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i  for  their  improvement  therein.  Some  attempts  have 
also  been  already  made  among  the  Onoidas,  and  not  without 
some  encouraging  Prospect  that  their  Lives  and  Manners  may 
be  soon  formed  to  rules  of  decency,  civility  and  religion. — Some 
endeavors  have  also  been  used  by  your  Memorialists  tlie  last 
sprinp;  to  introduce  Missionaries  and  School-Masters  among  the 
Onondagas  and  Tuscaroras,  which  proposal  they  appeared  to 
approve  ;  but  suspended  their  full  determination  to  comply  with 
it ;  till  they  could  have  the  concurrence  of  their  Brethren  of 
other  Tribes  therein. 

And  your  Memorialist,  being  now  informed  that  all  the 
Nations  are  summoned  to  meet  upon  the  present  public  occasion, 
has  judged  it  seasonable  to  improve  the  same  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  especially  as  he  hopes  he  may  have  the  advan- 
tage of  your  countenance  and  Influence,  tJierein ;  which  he 
doubts  not  your  compassion  towards  those  miserable  Creatures 
will  constrain  you  cheerfully  to  afford  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power  if  you  shall  think  the  Plan  well  devised  to  attain  the 
end  proposed.  And  he  has  therefore  sent  the  Eev"  Ebenezer 
Cleaveland'  and  M"^  Allen  Mather  on  purpose  to- solicit  your 
favour  and  assistance  in  this  matter,  by  recommending  to  them 
the  design  of  sending  Missionaries  and  School-Masters  among 
their  several  Tribes  ;  or  by  any  other  ways  or  means,  which 
your  great  wisdom  and  prndence  shall  dictate — relying  on  your 
Candour  and  the  Nature  of  the  Cause  to  excuse  the  freedom  and 
boldness  herein  assumed  by  him,  who  is  with  highf 


May  it  please  your  Excellencies, 
Your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant 

ElEAZER   WliEELOCK 

Dated  at  Lebanon 
October  16'h  A.  D.  1768 

1  Rev.  EflESBiBa  CtEiVEtiND  was  born  at  Canterbury,  Conn.,  tn  tlie  year 
1726.  Hi!  studied  at  Tala  College.  Wliile  at  home,  during  a  vacation  in  1744, 
lie  attended  a  dissenting  meeting  for  which  he  waa  brought  to  an  account  oa  Ws 
return.  He  pleaded  that  he  was,  vrith  hia  parents,  a  member  of  the  chwcb. 
This  excuse  would  not  be  received  and  he  was  cipelled .  This  extreme  proceeding 
called  forth  much  public  Indignation.  He  received  his  degree  in  174^,  and  died 
tniniatcr  of  Glo^eester,  July  4th,  1S05,  agtd  J9  yeavE. — AiiLem. 
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CAVEAT  OF  TWO  N.  E.  MISSIONARIES. 

AGAIKST    HIS    MAJF.STy's    ORDERS   TO    SIR    WM.    JOHSSON. 

To  the  Honbie  Sir  William  Johnson  Superin'  of  the 
Six  Nations  &c 
Your  Excellency  having  receiv'd  a  Letter  lately  from  the 
itev^  D''  E.  Wheelockas  also  seen  liis  Instructions  for  propegat«- 
iiig  the  Gospel  among  the  Ind"^  &c.  Pursuant  wherunto  These 
are  humbly  to  desire  &  importune  your  Excellency,  That  in  aa 
much  as  your  Excellency  hath  been  pleased  more  publicly,  & 
privately  to  manifest  an  approbation,  &  goodliking  to  tlie  D'^ 
plan,  and  laudable  design  of  propegateing  the  glorious  Gospel 
among  the  Ind"',  under  your  Ey.cellencies  Superintendency  :  so 
your  Excellency  would  please  Still  to  countenance,  &  encourage 
the  truely  noble  design.  And  in  order  to  prosecute  the  same  to 
effect,  that  your  Excellency  (as  a  tender  Father  to  these  perish- 
ing Indians)  would  be  pleased,  of  your  most  generous  &  benevo- 
lent disposition,  so  to  befriend  their  cause,  as  to  prevent  their 
setting  themselves  off  from  their  Lands  ;  therby  to  frusterate  the 
afors''  design  of  propegateing  the  Grospel  among  thein,  which 
Undoubtedly  will  be  the  Sad  consequence  of  their  so  doing,  that 
this  effect  may  not  hap'en,  y-our  Excellency  is  humbly  desir'd  to 
restrict  the  Bounds  of  the  respective  Provinces,  that  they  may 
not  be  extended  So  far  North  k  west,  as  to  cut  off  the  Lands  & 
Inheritances  of  the  Natives  :  but  that  they  possess  &  enjoy  them 
for  tlieir  own  private  Temporal  use ;  and  that  more  Sacred 
benefit  of  propegateing  the  knowlege  of  the  great  Saviour  of  the 
world  among  them ,  that  so,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  they  may 
have  a  further  opportunity  of  a  more  general  offer  of  the  Gospel 
to  them.  And  for  this  end,  that  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  recommend,  out  of  your  clemency,  and  goodness,  the 
above  design  of  propegateing  the  Gospel  among  them.  To  the 
Heads  &  Chiets  of  the  Nations  that  may  be  present  at  this 
Congress  And  finally,  that  we  may  have  an  oppertunity,  by 
order  of  your  Excellency,  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Heads  & 
chiefs  that  may  be  here.  And  in  so  doing,  your  Excellency  will 
not  onely  gain  further  just  esteem,  and  deserved  thanks  of  aU  that 
wish  wdl  to  this  most  Christian  design  ;  but  the  blessing  of 


jOo»^Ic 


THE   SIX   NATIONS.  391 

many  ready  to  perish  will  come  upon  your  Excellency  in  this 
present  world,  and  in  the  world  to  come,  thro'  y"  Grace  of  God, 
life  everlasting  which  is  the  unfeigned  desire,  &,  constant  Prayer 
of  your  Excellencys  most  obliged 
Hum^'^  Servants 

Jacob  Ws.  Johnson    _.    . 
David  A».«y  nissioaan.s 

Dated  Fort  Stanwix 
October  ITii-  1768 

*,*  ReT.  Da  vie  Ateut,  after  his  return  from  Fort  Stanwis,  graduated  ot 
Tale  College  and  went  in  1771  to  preach  to  the  Indians  on  Long  Island.  He  was 
ordained  at  Hanover  39th  Augnst  1771  as  assistant  to  the  Revd  Mr.  Kirtland  at 
Oneida  whither  he  immediately  proceeded.  After  spending  a  year  there  he  ivas 
obliged  to  abandon  the  Mission,  [n  consequence  of  the  Indians  in  that  qMarter 
being  entirely  disinclined  to  receive  a  second  Missionary  or  school  Master.  Ihis 
cause  added  to  Ms  ill  health,  discouraged  Mr.  Avery  so  much  that  he  returned 
to  Dartmonth. 


REVD  MR  JOHNSON  TO  SIR  W.  JOHNSON. 

Sir 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  To  informe  the  Indian  Chleft 
here  present  that  the  Reasons  why  I  was  not  present  at  the  First 
opening  of  the  Congress.  Was  partly  oweing  to  my  being 
unwell  that  day  and  partly  by  misinformation  of  the  Time  when 
upon  my  hearing  of  the  Condolence  kc  I  much  regretted  my 
absence  and  especially  since  I  have  heard  some  ill  improvement 
has  been  already  made  of  it  by  Monsir  Mountour  which  may 
possibly  yea  probably  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  Indians  against 
me  &  even  the  Protestant  Religion  which  Sir  is  very  affecting  & 
grievious  to  me  &  sundry  others  who  have  reminded  me  of  it 
with  concern — your  Excellency  will  therefore  please  to  let  my 
Fathers  &  Brethren  of  the  Indians  know  I  Heartily  Sympathize 
with  them  &  am  greatly  grievd  &.  concemd  that  there  should  be 
any  impressions  made  on  their  minds  of  a  contrary  tendency 
Let  them  know  I  am  a  most  sure  k  fast  Friend  to  Chem  and 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


392  PAPERS    RELATING   TO 

especially  their   Souls   Salvation  who  am   may  it  please  your 
Excellency  Your  excellencies  Hum^  Serv'. 

Jacob  Ws.  Johnson 
(Endorsed)    Parson  Johnson's  letter 


POSITION  OF  REV.  MR.  JOHNSON  DEFINED. 

To  Sir  William  Johnson,  Governer  Franklin,  The  Rev^ 
Mr  Peters,  tile  Chief  Justice  Smyth,  Coll.  Jolmson 
and  the  other  Respectable  Gen'"  of  this  Table. 
Health  k  prosperity  to  you  ail, 
In  as  much  as  I  am  a  minister  of  Christ,  &  my  Work  princi- 
pally to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  lower  rank  of  people:  I  have 
not  used  my  self  much  to  the  company,  &  converse  of  Gent"  of 
the  Civil  &  Military  order  especially  in  the  pleasure  and  prac- 
tice of  drinking  Healths,  Loyal  Toasts  &c  wherfore  I  may 
easily  offend  in  this  respect,  with  no  ill  meaning — And  in  as 
much  as  iu  drinking  the  Kings  health  yesterday,  I  used  such 
terms,  as  to  offend  Col  Johnson  Mr  Chief  Justice,  &  it  may  be 
some  others.  In  saying  I  drink  the  King  of  New  Eng'^  Health, 
the  Health  of  the  King,  that  hears  our  Prayers,  &c  I  do  hereby 
honestly,  and  before  him  that  knoweth  all  things,  protest,  I  had 
no  other  meaning  then,  or  now,  but  what  is  express'd  or  imply'd 
in  these  words — I  drink  the  Health  of  King  George  iii.  of  Great 
Britain  &c — comprehending  New  Engil  St  all  tlie  British  Colo- 
nies &  provinces  in  North  America.  And  I  mean  to  drink  such 
a  Health  to  his  British  Majesty,  when  occasion  serves,  so  long 
as  his  Royal  Majesty  shall  govern  his  British,  &  American  sub- 
jects according  to  Magna  Charta,  or  the  great  charter  of  English 
Liberties,  and  hears  the  prayers  of  his  American  Subjects,  when 
properly  laid  before  Him — But  in  case  his  Bitish  Majesty  (which 
God  in  great  mercy  prevent)  should  superseed  &  proceed  con- 
trary to  charter  rights  &  privileges,  &  Govern  us  with  a  Rod  of 
Iron,  &.  the  mouth  of  Canons  and,  make  his  Little  Finger  thicker 
than  his  Fathers  loyns,  and  utterly  refuse  to  hear  or  consider 
our  Humble  prayerti;  tlien,  &  in  tliat  case  1  should  tJiink  it  my 
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indispensable  Duty  to  seek  a  retreat  else  where:  or  joyn  with 
my  Countrymen  in  Forming  a  New  Empire  m  Ameriea,  distinct 
from.  &  independent  of  the  British  Empire  agreeable  to  a  pro- 
jected. &  predicted  Plan  in  a  late  essdy*  which  in  Substance 
agrees  with  my  mind  in  these  things  &  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  with 
every  true  son  of  Liberty. 

Your  Excellencies  most  Obed' 

Humle  servt 
Jacob  W  S,  JojissoN. 
Fort  Stanwix  octob,  20  1768. 

*  a  late  essay  Intitled  the  Power  &  Gendure  of  Great  Britain, 
Founded  on  the  Liberties  of  the  Colonies  &c. 


KEV.  MR.  JOHNSON  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 
May  it  please  Your  Excelency 

It  is  with  some  apprehension  of  Concern  I  write — I  am  sen- 
sible of  the  great  propriety  of  Your  Excelleiicys  forbidding  the 
Ind"8  intoxicating  Spirits  (at  this  Time) — and  besides  the  other 
Ind"  in  gen'^,  It  may  be  observ'd  the  Seneca's  who  have  been  a 
great  while  in  coming— come  arm'd— while  we  at  the  Fort  &.  round 
about  are  naked — &  defenceless — They  have  also  (it  is  s^)  their 
Romish  Priests  among  them:  who  hold  it  meritorious  to  kill 
Hereticks  (as  they  call  us)  And  our  sins  and  provocations  may 
incense  Heaven  to  let  them  lose  at  unawares  upon  us;  if  the 
utmost  care,  &,  preca,ution  be  not  taken — which  your  Excellency 
in  his  superior  Wisdom  will  doubtless  well  consider — &  give 
orders  accordingly.  As  the  Scituation  of  afiairs  wear  a  most 
threatning  aspect  (at  this  juncture)  so  I  can't  but  think  it  a  time 
to  be  serious,  if  there  be  any  such  Time:  And  in  this  Spirit  I 
write  to  your  Excellency.  If  my  apprehensions  are  groundless, 
I  shou'd  be  glad,  &  ask  your  Excellencies  forgiveness — who  am 
with  all  due  Respect  your  Excelly, 

obed'  Hum'^  Servt 

Fort  Stanwix  octohr  22  17G8.  Jacob  W^  Johnson. 

P.  S.  As  I  am  aseer,  I  may  be  knowing  to  some  things^ Your 
Excellency  possibly  may  not — wliich  occasions  me  thus  to 
write— 
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REV.  MR  JOHNSON  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

To  Sir  W'"  Jotnson  Governour  Franklin  Col  Grahom  Col  Butler 
and  other  Respectable  Gent"  Jntrested  &  concerned  at  their 
Congress 
Hon'*  &  Respectable 

As  I  am  here  in  behalfe  of  D^  Wlieelock  in  the  cause  of  Prope- 
gateiog  the  Gospel  aaiong  the  Indians  of  these  Nations  I  must 
be  Faithful  To  let  you  know  tJiat  whereas  the  D'  Especially  &. 
some  others  with  him  have  laid  out  much  Labor  &  cost  with  a 
view  to  spread  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  we  are  extremely 
loath  to  see  the  cause  dye  under  our  hands  and  a  fund  at  Home 
of  above  £12000  Sterling  that  was  raised  by  Noble  generous  & 
charatable  benefactors  and  additions  therunto  in  this  country  be 
lost  or  diverted  from  the  design  of  the  Doners  which  we  Imagin 
must  be  in  whole  or  in  great  part  if  the  Indians  &  especially 
these  Onoida's  yield  up  their  Lands  We  therfore  ask  that  a 
Door  may  be  kept  open  fo  them  where  the  Gospel  has  been 
preached  and  Schools  set  up  that  we  may  know  where  to  find 
them  &  not  have  to  ramble  all  over  tlie  world  after  them  or 
Find  them  vassals  on  other  mens  Land  And  as  we  propose  to 
propegate  the  Gospel  in  the  most  open  christian  &  catholick 
manner  imaginable  we  ai-e  quite  unwilling  to  be  circumvented 
in  any  way  whatsoever  being  assured  our  Design  is  good  what- 
ever  our  success  may  be  And  therfore  pray  you  most  Hon'° 
Gent"  duely  &  deeply  to  consider  &  weigh  the  Cause  not  for 
man  but  for  God  to  wliora  you  &  I  must  soon  give  an  account 
I  am  ready  to  confer  with  any  of  you  Gen'"  &  others  who  would 
know  farther  of  these  things  or  would  make  any  Proposals  about 
them  which  I  have  thus  in  gen"  hinted  at 

who  am  with  all  due  Respect  yours 

Jacob  W«  Johmson. 
Fort  Stanwis  octob  30  1768. 
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SPEECH  OF  REV.  M^^  JOHNSON 


IKTENDED  TO   BE  DFXIVERED   TO  THE   SIS  CONFEDERATE  NATIONS  AT 
FORT  STANWIX,   31ST  OCTOBER;    1768. 

Know  Te  That  Whereas  The  Eev^  D''  Eleazer  Wheelock  of 
Lebanon  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  Minister 
of  Jesus  Christ  is  about  to  Set  up  a  College  or  Great  School  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians  which  generous  &  good  design  is 
favourd  by  your  Royal  Father  the  King  of  Great  Britain  The 
Earl  of  Dartmouth  together  with  many  wise  as  weJl  as  great  & 
good  men  And  a  place  is  now  Searching  out  whearon  to  set  up 
s^  College  and  many  gi'eat  offers  made  in  Lands  &  Monies  wher- 
with  to  endow  s'^  College  in  several  of  the  neighbouring  English 
GovermentS  but  no  place  resolv'd  upon  as  yet  to  set  up  s'' 
College. — 

These  are  therfore  to  ask  of  you  Fatliers  k  Brethren  if  it  be 
your  minds  and  what  you  would  choose  to  appropriate  &  devote 
a  certain  tract  of  your  Land  or  country  for  this  great  &.  good 
purpose  on  or  near  The  Mohawk  River  or  wherever  you  in  your 
Wisdom  may  think  most  convenient  of  such  extent  and  worth 
as  may  be  sufficient  with  what  monies  &  other  Benefactions  & 
Charities  may  be  given  to  endow  s'J  College  That  it  may  he  of  a 
most  Public  St  extensive  use  &  benefit  to  the  several  Nation  of 
Indians  And  this  proposal  is  made  with  no  view  to  acquire  your 
Lands  for  any  private  use  of  any  person  or  persons  no  Fathers 
&  Brethren  we  dont  want  your  Lands  for  ourselves  but  for  this 
most  pubUc  use  &  benefit  to  the  Indian  Nations  if  it  shall  he 
your  Desire  to  have  it  set  upon  your  Country  rather  than  on 
the  English  ground  and  upon  a  Representation  made  herof  to 
the  Hon'e  &  Respectable  Board  of  Trust  in  Great  Britain  They 
shall  think  it  more  expedient  &  better  upon  all  views  &  consider 
rations  to  set  it  in  your  Country  rather  than  on  the  English 
Ground 

Your  answer  to  the  above  Proposal  is  Desird  By  Jacob  W' 
Jolmson  Minister  of  Christ  &  Missionary  to  the  Onnida  Indians 
&  others 
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HUGH  GAINE   TO  SIR  WM  JOHNSON, 

CONCEHNING   THE   INDIAN    PRAYER   BOOK. 

Sir 

Your  favour  of  the  12th  ultimo  from  Fort  Stanwis,  is  now 
before,  which  I  should  have  answered  much  Sooner,  had  I  not 
well  known  you  were  deeply  ingaged  in  Business  of  greater 
consequence  to  your  Country,  and  I  rejoice  to  hear  you  have  so 
happily  succeeded  in  the  same. 

I  expect  to  have  the  Prayer  Book  finished  by  Christmas,  but 
as  it  will  make  several  sheets  more  than  was  at  first  imagined,  I 
am  confident  the  Binders  will  expect  2s.  instead  of  Is  6  fop  the 
plain  Ones  Please  to  let  me  know  how  many  you'll  want  in 
Morroco  Leatlier.  I  heard  the  Eevd  M^  Ogilsby  say,  he  should 
have  Occasion  for  a  few  neatly  bound. 

With  Regard  to  the  Price  of  the  Printing  I  will  only  say  this, 
that  when  the  Bargain  M'  Weyman  made,  is  completed,  the 
Printer  will  liave  but  very  little  for  his  Trouble,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  much  greater  Benefitt  resulting  from  English  at 
half  the  Price.  However  I  want  no  more  than  what  is  reason- 
able which  I  am  very  certain  yon  will  allow  me. 

The  Difference  to  me  in  an  Impression  of  a  1000  or  400,  with 
Regard  to  the  Labour,  would  not  have  been  £5  and  should  have 
been  no  more  to  you  than  that  of  the  Paper,  but  now  that  is  too 
late  to  be  thought  of. 

I  have  sent  to  Boston  for  a  set  of  Hutchinson's  History  of 
Massacliusetts-Bay,  and  there  is  not  a  gilt  4to  Bible  in  this  City 
to  be  sold,  but  I  shall  endeavor  to  get  you  one  by  the  Spring,  if 
I  should  run  it  by  way  of  Falmouth,  as  we  have  all  agreed  not  to 
send  for  any  Goods  this  Winter.     I  am 

your  Very  humble  Servant 

Hugh  Gaine. 
New-York  Nov.  \ 

19, 1768.         S 

P.  S.  If  any  of  the  Common  Prayers  are  to  be  sent  to  Lon- 
don, if  they  are  sent  in  sheets  in  my  Opinion  it  may  do,  as  they 
can  be  bound  there  to  satisfaction. 
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SIR  W.JOHNSON  TOGENLGAGE 

I    AT   THE 


Johnson  hall,  NoV  24*''  1768. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  a  Copy  of  the 
Indian  Deed  of  Cession  to  his  Majesty  specifying  the  Boundary 
as  also  Extracts  of  the  most  material  parts  of  the  Transactions 
at  the  late  Treaty.  Tlie  Indians  insisted  on  their  Title  to  the 
Lands  as  far  as  the  Cherokee  River,  which  they  Cede  to  the 
King  and  I  was  contented  to  admit  it  in  the  Deed  &  Transac- 
tions, notwithstanding  any  pretended  Claim  of  the  Cherokees, 
because  it  puts  an  End  to  the  Claim  of  the  Northern  Indians, 
and  leaves  it  only  to  be  setUed  by  the  Cherokees  sho"^  the  latter 
appear  to  have  any  Colour  of  a  title  thereto,  Tho  I  am  Confident 
they  have  no  pretensions  to  Lands  North  of  that  River  or  beyond 
certain  Mountains  which  I  heard  both  the  Cherokees  and  6 
Nations  many  years  ago  declare  to  be  the  true  boundary  between 
them.  The  Indians  were  for  Continuing  the  Line  from  Canada 
Creek  in  a  manner  which  wo^  have  been  judged  very  disadvan- 
tageous to  this  Province  and  therefore  we  agreed  fo  stop  at  the 
IVIoutla  of  Canada  till  his  Majestys  pleasure  woii  be  known,  when, 
as  it  is  an  affair  in  which  only  Two  Nations  are  concerned  I 
apprehend  I  can  settle  it  reasonably  and  perhaps  on  much  more 
advantageous  terms. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  Judge  in  the  least  of  ray 
Trouble  and  the  difficulties  I  had  to  overcome  from  the  Extracts 
r  have  sent  or  indeed  from  a  Copy  of  the  whole,  for  the  most 
Material  Points  are  settled  at  private  Congresses  with  the  Chiefs 
of  wch  no  minutes  can  be  taken,  and  these  I  was  engaged  in 
Night  &  Day,  for  as  we  came  to  A^ue  the  Continuation  of  the 
Boundary  Northward  from  Fort  Pitt,  we  had  sev'  disputes  &. 
the  difficulties  encreased  in  proportion  as  we  went  to  the  North- 
ward and  Came  neat  the  Settlements  of  the  Six  Nations  or  their 
depend'"  and  to  add  to  all  this' Two  N,  England  Missionaries 
came  up  the  one  of  whom  was  strongly  recommended  to  me  by 
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D'  Wheelock  of  Connecticut  and  did  ali  in  their  power  to 
prevent  the  Oneidas  (whose  property  part  of  the  Susquehannah 
&c  is)  from  agreeing  to  any  Line  that  might  be  deemed  Reason- 
able They  had  even  the  dee  in  opposition  to  Ids  Majestya 
Commands  &  the  desire  of  the  Colonies  to  Memorial  me  Praying 
that  the  Ind"  might  not  be  allowed  to  give  up  iaf  to  tlie  North 
or  West  but'  to  reserve  it  for  the  purposes  of  Religion, — and 
publickly  declared  to  sev'  Gentlemen  there,  that  they  had  taken 
infinite  pains  with  the  Ind'  to  obstruct  the  Line  &  would  Con- 
tinue to  do  so.  The  New  Englanders  have  had  Missionaries  for 
sometime  amongst  the  Oneidas  &  Oghquagaes  and  I  was  not 
ignorant  that  their  old  pretensions  to  the  Susquehanna  Lands, 
was  their  Real,  tho'  Religion  was  their  assumed  object,  but 
Itnowing  that  any  steps  I  could  fate  with  these  Missions'  would 
from  the  Ind=  conceptions  be  deemed  violent  I  treated  them 
with  silent  contempt,  Tho  I  think  you  should  know  these 
Circumstances,  &  the  Government  &  public  in  Gen'  should  see 
in  what  manner  their  favors  &  Indulgences  are  made  use  of  by 
these  Gentry  of  which  I  eo^  give  many  Instances  being  possessed 
of  their  secret  instructions  &  many  other  very  extraordinary 
papers. 
.  The  Reservations  the  Ind^  have  made  and  every  thing  else 
necessary  will  I  hope-be  confirmed  &  secured  by  Colony  Laws,  I 
liave  'only  at  this  time  to  add  my  Wishes  that  the  Transactions  at 
tlie  late  Treaty  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  &  to  assure  you  that  I 
am  with  the  greatest  Truth  &  Regard. 

Dear  Sir  &c 
My  last  Letters  were  of  the  18"'  &  20'h  of  this  month. 


DR.  SHUCKBURGH  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON, 

TOUCHING  THE  INDIAN  PRAYER-BOOK. 

N.  York28NovU768. 
Sir 

As  I  had  often  visited  M'  Gaine  ab'  the  Ind"  Prayer  Books  I 
was  w'h  him  this  Day,  he  says  all  that  he  has  to  do  wt^  them 
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will  be  flnishd  in  a  few  Days  then  will  send  them  to  the 
Binders  so  tliat  in  less  tlian  a  fortnight  you  may  have  some  of 
them  up,  I  have  made«bold  to  tell  him  not  to  let  any  go  out  of 
Ms  liands  till  you  liave  the  whole  that  you  want,  for  he  spoke  as 
if  M''  Ogilive  would  Expect  some  to  send  to  his  friends  in  Eng- 
land. M'  Gaine  desir'd  me  to  Inform  you  that  those  that  you 
woud  have  bound  in  Moroco  Leather  had  better  be  sent  in  Sheet 
to  England  &  bound  there  as  'twill  be  dif&cult  to  get  that  sort 
of  Leather,  Expensive,.  &  the  work  not  so  neatly  done  as  in 
England,  y  Letter  to  Lord  Hillsborough  I  gave  to  M'  Adams 
as  I  understood  he  had  Liberty  of  sending  y  Dispatclies  by  a 
private  Ship  if  none  of  y«  kings  Pacquets  were  here:  there  is  a 
new  Pacquet  for  y'-  kings  us  Comanded  by  Cap'  Goodridge 
advettis'd  this  Day  to  go  in  December.  Gen'  Gage  not  yet 
returnd  tis  said  he  is  by  the  Way  on  the  Land  Kichardsis  arriv'd 
in  ten  Weeks  no  material  news  can  I  gather  from  home  or  here. 
I  am  ""i  due  Respect  to  you  &  femily 

y  most  obligd  &  very  hble  Serv' 
R"*  Shuckel-rgs 


MR.  BEOWN  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Schonactady  December  6*''  176s. 
Sir 

On  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  you  hon^  me  with  dated  24*1' 
October,  we  immediately  wrote  to  M^  Murrey  but  have  not  yet 
rec^  an  answer  we  could  not  go  on  at  that  time  with  Ceiling  tlie 
Church  as  there  was  not  one  Plaisterer  in  Town,  so  concluded 
to  stay  till  the  Spring  when  Maulfet  as  Promised  to  do  it,  we 
shall  give  M'  Sutton  the  offer  of  the  Jomer^  work  as  any  recom- 
mendation from  your  Hon'  Ought  and  shall  always  be  an  agree- 
able command  with  us.  but  the  way  M^  Davles  and  he  proposes 
will  Vastly  exceed  what  we  can  pretend  too,  it  gave  me  real 
concern  that  M'  Peters  had  left  this  place  before  we  knew  it 
which  was  owing  to  M'  Clinch  forgetfnlness  as  he  promised  to 
acquaint  me  with  his  arival  here  as  we  intended  to  have  retum'd 
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him  our  gratefull  thanks.  I  have  talked  with  Collins  very  plain 
ahout  the  money  which  he  collected  for  the  use  of  the  Church 
at  Tort  Stanwix  but  he  declares  it  is  not  more  than  twenty  nine 
Shillings  but  if  so  he  surely  ought  to  have  Acquainted  youx 
honour  there  with 

I*am  with  the  Most  Dutiful!  respect 

Sir  your  Most  Humbl  Servant 

J  W.  Brown. 
To  the  Honorable  Sir  William  Johnson. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  GENL  GAGE. 

Johnson  hall  Dec'  lO'"  1768. 
Dear  Sir 

I  wrote  you  yesterday  by  Major  Gorham,  This  Letter  is  ad- 
dressed to  you  at  the  intreaty  of  the  Bearer  M'  Adair,'  who  I 
am  informed  was  for  many  years  a  Trader  of  first  consequence 
amongst  the  Cherokees  &c.  I  believe  his  present  Circumstances 
are  very  indifferent  but  he  conceives  he  has  a  prospect  of  some 
advantage  in  view  from  the  Publication  of  a  manuscript  he  has 
wrote  on  the  Manners,  Customs  &  History  of  the  Southern 
Indians,  tending  to  prove  their  descent  from  the  Hebrews, 
which  performance  shews  him  a  man  well  acquainted  with  the 
Languages,  and  very  Curious  in  his  Remarks,  His  design  is  to 
go  for  England  and  (if  he  may  be  allowed)  to  take  some  Chick- 
saws  with  him,  &  as  none  of  that  Nation  were  ever  there  he 
conceives  it  would  be  for  the  pubhc  advantage  to  Shew  them 
the  greatness  and  power  of  the  English. 

I  apprehend  that  your  Patronage  in  whatever  shape  you  may 
please  to  Countenance  his  design,  is  his  principal  object.  If  he 
is  worthy  of  it  in  any  degree  my  recommendation  is  needless — 
His  appearance  may  not  he  much  in  his  favor  and  his  volumi- 
nous Work  may  rather  be  deemed  Curious  than  entertaining, 
but  he  is  certainly  well  acquainted  with  the  Southern  Indians, 
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and  a  man  of  Learning  tho  Rusticated  by  30  years  residence  in 
a  Wild  Country — He  thinks  that  I  could  serve  him  by  mention- 
ing him  to  you,  and  I  hope  that  his  importnuily  in  consequence 
of  that  opinion  will  apologize  for  the  Liberty  I  have  taken  in 
Giving  you  this  Trouble. 


SIB  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  REVD.  WM.  SMITH. 

Jolmson  Hali  Janr  d^  1769. 
Sir 

Tlie  return  of  M''  Mi^Clay  affords  me  a  good  opportunity  of 
answering  your  favor  of  last  month  on  the  subjects  you  mention 
on  some  of  which  M''  Peters  &  I  have  conversed,  and  to  whom 
I  have  wrote  fully  the  otlier  day  as  well  concerning  M'  Murray, 
as  of  the  Two  Young  mpn  j  on  mention  for  Orders  your  Senti- 
ments on  which  I  greatly  approve. 

I  long  since  informed  the  Society  that  if  his  Majestys  permis- 
sion :ivas  obt^  I  would  use  ray  Interest  to  get  a  valuable  Tract 
of  Land  for  the  Church  but  have  never  since  received  any  thing 
concerned  it,  I  however  lately  secured  a  purchase  made  by 
myself  for  these  purposes,  &  if  the  Society  will  use  their  Interest 
to  obtain  the  Royal  Grant,  I  will  still  endeavor  to  get  a  large 
purchase  to  the  Northward  where  the  Line  is  not  yet  Closed. 

Mf,  Barton  and  yourself  may  be  well  assured  of  my  friendly 
regards,  and  of  my  inclination  to  do  you  any  good  office  in  my 
power,  I  am  likewise  Sensible  of  your  care  of  my  Son,  and  your 
good  inclinations  towards  him,  and  wish  I  could  obtain  the  Tract 
you  require  in  a  Convenient  place.  Tlie  Line  as  I  before 
observed  is  not  closed  to  the  Northward  so  that  Lands  there  must 
lye  till  his  Majestys  pleasure  is  known,  and  for  the  rest  it  is 
Ceded  to  the  King  by  the  late  Treaty,  so  that  it  is  hard  to 
know  what  will  be  the  Channell  for  Patents  in  future,  and  the 
fees  here  are  Extremely  high — at  the  late  Treaty  nothing  wag 
done  with  regard  to  Lands  but  what  related  to  the  boundary,  or 
had  been  before  determined  on,  should  any  Tract  answer  that 
may  be  had  on  a  reasonable  lay,  worthy  your  attention,  I  shall 
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be  very  Glad  to  serve  you  ia  it.  I  am  much  obliged  by  the 
honor  done  me  in  Clioosing  me  a  Member  of  the  Philosopliical 
Society,  and  altho'  my  Necessary  Avocations  must  deprive  me  of 
mvich  of  the  pleasure  I  might  otherwise  receive  as  one  of  that 
Body.  I  cannot  but  accept  it  with  many  tlianks,. heartily  wish- 
ing that  their  Institution  may  be  attended  with  that  Utility  to 
the  public  &  Reputation  to  the  founders  which  may  be  reason- 
ably expected  from  the  Transaef^  of  Gentlemen  who  apply 
themselves  to  studies  of  such  Importance. 

Be  assui'ed,  Sir,  of  the  perfect  Esteem  with 
which  I  am  always.  &c. 

•,*  Eev  Dv,  Smith  to  whom  theabove  letter  is  addressed,  was  a  native  of  Scot, 
land  and  graduated  at  Aberdeen  in  1747.  He  then  immigi'ated  to  this  country,  and 
on  boing  invited  to  take  charge  of  the  Collage  in  Philadelphia,  returned  to  Eng- 
land and  wcoiysd  orders  (n  tlie  ehiirch  of  England  in  December  1763.  In  May 
following  he  wns  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Philadelphia  institution.  He  revisited 
England  in  1759  when  the  degree  of  D.D.  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  University 
of  Oxford.  After  a  life  of  much  usefulness  be  died  in  Philadelphia,  A.D.I803, 
aged  76  years.    His  works  in  2  v.  8vo.  aie  in  the  State  Library.    En. 


JOSEPH  CHEW  ESQ.  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

New  London  Jan^y  24"'  nC9 
Deaj'  Sir 

Nothing  could  make  me  so  happy  as  to  hear  of  your  hea-ltli, 
indeed  I  am  Extremely  impatient  for  this  as  I  liave  not  heard 
anything  from  the  Hall  since  I  left  Albany. 

I  was  at  New  Haven  last  week  where  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Colony  were  setting  and  heard  Col"  Dyer  make  his  appli- 
cation to  them  for  a  Deed  of  the  Susquehanna  Lands — in  doing 
tliis  he  was  pleased  to  say  somethings  that  I  knew  were  not  true 
and  informed  several  of  the  House  of  it  &  Could  I  have  stayed 
until!  he  Came  out  should  have  told  him  so — I  have  since  heard 
t^e  Assembly  did  not  Choose  to  give  any  Deed — One  Keeny  who 
says  he  has  been  a  Missionary  or  Preacher,  witli  the  Indians  has 
told  many  of  them  here  that  you  haye  ordered  all  the  dissenters 
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out  of  the  Indian  Country  and  will  suffer  none  but  Church  men 
to  preach  to  or  have  any  thing  to  say  to  them — Numbers  of  the 
Saints  have  applyed  to  me  I  informed  them  tliat  I  heard  the 
Seneca  and  Onondaga  Sachems  say  none  of  tliem  should  Come 
amongst  them  untill  the  Oneida's  grew  better  &  Ueformed  their 
inannei'S. 

Some  Gentlemen  that  may  be  depended  on  who  I  liaye  seen 
within  these  few  days  from  Boston  Report  that  the  People  there 
■who  were  such  Hero's  in  August  &  Sept.  last  are  now  under  the 
most  terrible  apprehensions  for  fear  of  being  Called  to  Great 
Britain  by  virtue  of  i.  Lord  Chief  Justices  Warrant — for  Call- 
ing &  meeting  at  a  Famous  Convention  and  other  matters  of  the 
same  Nature — Some  Letters  from  London  Mention  that  Lord 
George  Sackvile  is  talk't  of  to  succeed  M'  Barnard  I  have  sent 
you  with  the  Boston  papers  one  Published  in  this  Town  which  I 
think  a  very  curious  one  indeed  I  can't  help  being  of  opinion 
that  the  Resolutions  of  this  Parliment  will  put  a  stop  to  many 
tilings  of  this  sort. 

I  have  wrote  two  or  three  Letters  to  Col"  Croghan  but  Viave 
not  had  an  answer — ^hope  my  good  friends  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Fort  Johnson  are  very  well  also  those  at  the  Hall  and  beg  my 
Respects  to  them— M'=  Chew  presents  hers  to  you  and  I  offer  all 
the  good  wishes  in  my  Power  for  your  health  &  Happiness  and 
am  most  sincerely  and  Respectfully 
Lear  Sir 
your  most  Obed*  & 

Most  Hble  Servt 

Jos  Chew. 
The  Hon"e  Sir  W™  Johnson  Bart. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  KEV.  DR.  AUCHMUTY. 

Johnson  Hall  Jany  2b^i>  1769. 
Sir 

I  am  to  thank  you  ibr  your  favor  of  the  4th  Inst,  and  for  the 
particulai'S  you  communicated  concerning  the  Conduct  of  the 
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Gentleman  &  party  therein  mentioned,  relative  to  which  I  by 
the  same  post  received  some  farther  accounts  of  a  personal 
Nature  which  obliged  me  on  his  lately  applying  for  my  Interest 
at  the  ensuing  Election,  to  address  him  particularly  on  the  score 
of  the  Liberties  I  heard  he  had  taken,  which  in  a  letter,  in 
Ajiswer  he  denys  and  explains  his  Conduct  in  that  matter,  how- 
ever I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  to  Let  him  know  some- 
thing more  of  my  Mind; — 

As  to  the  present  Election  It  was  appointed  so  Suddenly  by 
the  Sheriff  that  it  was  impossible  to  Collect  the  Voters  of  this 
extensive  County  particularly  as  the  roads  are  so  bad  &  the 
Rivers  impassible  it  being  a  very  uncommon  Season  in  these 
parts,  besides  I  find  no  other  persons  inchned  to  set  up,  and  as 
to  my  Son  tho'  he  is  very  much  obliged  to  his  friends  for  the 
desire  they  Express  in  his  favor,  it  is  a  Station  he  by  iio  means 
inclines  to.  I  imagine  that  the  new  Assembly  does  not  promise  long 
duration  for  if  they  take  the  same  affair  in  hands  I  presume  the 
Gov  wiE  be  obliged  to  dissolve  tliem  uiJess  these  matters  are 
settled  at  home  in  the  interim.  There  will  probably  be  more 
time  given  should  there  be  another  Election  soon^  &  aonie 
persons  may  staxt  up  as  Candidates  wortiiy  encouragems,  but  I 
have  had  such  long  Experience  of  the  Views  and  Interests  of 
some  partys  amongst  you,  that  I  imagine  one  or  two  Members 
from  hence  however  otherwise  inclined  would  prove  of  Dttle 
service  as  to  any  thing  to  be  done  in  the  House,  particularly  as 
to  pohticks,  in  Matters  of  Religion  indeed,  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land is  on  so  respectable  a  footing  at  New  York  that  I  hope  & 
have  reason  to  think  it  will  now  Succeed  &  that  it  will  Extend 
itself  and  flourish,  to  which  any  Consistent  endeavors  of  mine 
that  might  be  at  all  deemed  necessary  should  not  be  wanting.  As 
to  the  pei'son  you  particularly  Mention  he  applied  to  me  at  his 
first  entrance  into  the  House,  &  as  I  had  nothing  then  to  urge 
j^ainst  him,  I  made  no  Stirr,  nor  had  he  any  opponents.  If  ])is 
Conduct  since  will  Justify  me  I  sliall  at  another  opportunity  do 
what  is  needfull,  as  I  have  the  pleasure  to  find  that  a  Conduct 
which  gives  me  inward  satisfaction  has  produced  me  an  Influence 
&  Interest  in  this  Country  of  which  it  is  not  in  their  power  to 
deprive  mej  and  of  which  I  shall  never  make  an  ill  use. 
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HUGH  GAINE  TO  SIR  W^^  JOHNSON 

INDIAN  PRAYER  BOOK  COMPLETED. 


Sir 

This  you'll  receive  by  Col.  Croghan,  who  wiU  at  tlie  same 
Time  deliver  you  one  of  the  Indian  Common  Prayers  :  Agree- 
able to  my  Promise  I  had  tliem  compleated  by  Christmass,  and 
they  ai-e  now  in  the  Hands  of  the  Binders,  and  I  expect  to  have 
them  ready  to  send  up  by  the  first  Sloops  that  go  up  in  the 
Spring. 

On  Eiiquiry  I  found  that  no  Uooks  printed  in  the  Colonies, 
could  be  sent  to  Great  Britain,  but  at  a  very  great  Expence,  and 
shall  therefore  endeavour  to  get  2  Dozen  4one  here  in  Mon-oco, 
which  I  hope  to  get  compleated  to  Satisfaction.  .  The  Bible  and 
other  Articles  yon  wrote  for  shall  accompany  the  Common 
Prayers. 

The  Rev^  M^  Ogilvie  says  he  miist  have  at  least  half  Dozen 
of  the  Common  Prayei-s,  which  he  intends  for  some  of  his  Triends 
in  England.  "What  must  be  done  in  this  Case  1  I  only  wait 
your  Orders,  and  am  Sir 

Your  hiunble  Servant 

H.  Game. 
New-YorliFeb.  2,  176E). 


CIiURCnWA.]:iDENS  OF  SCHENIXTADY  TO  SIR  W™  JOHNSON. 

Schenectady  35ti»  Feb"  1769. 
Sir 

On  Thursday  last  we  Eeci  the  inclosed  Letter,  by  which  you'll 
understand,  that  all  our  Expectations,  as  to  M''  Murray  are  at 
an  End,  you  can't  immagiue  how  the  Disappointment  affects  ns, 
and  will  be  attended  with  the  Consequences  of  losing  some  part 
of  our  Congregation  by  their  Joining  the  Dissenters,  as  they 
have  provided  themselves  with  a  Gentleman  who  is  much 
admired,  And  as  we  are  at  a  Loss  how  to  proceed  fartlier  for  the 
speedy  provision  of  a  Missionary   We  make  bold  to  Crave  your 
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Advice  how  to  act.  Last  Fall  when  M^  ErowD  was  in  New 
York  Tlie  Rev'  D''  Auclimutliy  told  him  in  Case  of  a  Disappoint- 
ment with  Ml'  Murray,  that  lie  doubted  not  but  that  (with  yonr 
Approbation)  he  could  procure  us  a  Worthy  Gentleman.  We 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  Waited  on  the  Govem- 
our  when  last  here  and  Received  hia  subscription  money,  as  also 
the  sura  of  £Z  6s  from  ColP  Morris.  We  are  informed  that  M' 
Moffat  win  be  up  next  Week  to  go  on  with  the  Church.  We 
ai'e  with  the  Greatest  Respect 

Sir  Your  most  Ob^  &.  Humble  Servants 

Matthew  Lyne. 

John  Shee. 

Thomas  Arnold. 

Jw.  Brown. 
P.  S. — Pray  Excuse  haste. 


[Enclosure,] 

Reading  31  January  1769 
Sir 

I  was  favoured  with  a,  Joint  Letter  from  you,  Messi's  Shee, 
Brown  &  Curry  dated  S""  Inst,  But  never  Received  the  other 
you  mention  of  Octf  last,  or  woud  not  have  failed  so  far  in  Duty 
&  Respect  as  not  to  have  answered  it  immediately.  In  conse- 
quence of  some  Letters  that  passed  betwixt  Sir  William  Johnson 
&  the  Rev<i  J)'  Smitli  of  Pliiladi^  I  wrote  tlie  Society  in  Januaiy 
last  for  leave  to  Remove  to  Schenectady,  &  accordingly  obtained 
their  Consent  Summer  last :  But  hearing  nothing  in  the  Interim 
from  the  People  as  I  expected  from  what  D'  Smith  wrot«  S"; 
William  when  I  applied  the  Society,  I  was  obliged  to  drop  all 
farther  thoughts  of  that  Mission,  &  Signified  to  the  Society  in 
September  last,  that,  as  matters  thus  stood,  they  shoud  not  post- 
pone the  Settlement  of  it  on  my  account.  And  since  then  I  Imve 
entered  into  a  married  State,  which  woud  make  a  Removal  so  far 
as  to  Schenectady  very  inconvenient,  &  the  Salary  there  wou'd  be 
very  unequal  to  the  Expepce  of  supporting  a  Family  :  However 
I  am  much  indebted  you  for  your  kind  Invitation,  &  sincerely 
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wish  you  may  be  soon  provided  in  a  Worthy  Missionaiy,  &  am 
with  ali  Gratitude  &  Esteem 

Sir  Your  most  obliged  and  veiy 

Afi'eotlonate  Friend  &  Serv' 
Alexk  Murray. 


PASS  TO  MESSRS  DANFORTH  &  WILLARD, 

OF   CAMEEIDGE   TO   OBSERVE  THE   TRANSIT    OF   VENUS. 

By  His  Excellency  The  Honorable  Thomas  Gage,  General  and 

Commander  in   Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  North 

America,  Sicaj  &ca,  &ca, 
To  the  officers  Commanding   at  Fort   Ontario,   JViagara,  Fori 

Erie,  Detroit  ^  MissilimaMnak. 

Whereas,  Mess"^  Danforth  and  Willard,  Professors  of  the 
Mathematicks,  are  going  to  observe  the  transit  of  Venus  in  Lake 
Superior  ;  The  officers  commanding  as  abovementioned  at  and 
on  the  Communication  to  Missilimakinak,  are  required  to  treat 
tliem  witli  all  such  Convenience  as  theii  respective  Posts  will 
afford,  and  to  give  aJl  such  aid  and  assistance,  as  may  be 
in  their  Power  to  forwai-d  the  abovementioned  Gentlemenj 
their  Attendance  &ca  with  Dispatch  from  Post  to  Post  to  the 
Place  of  their  Destination  ;  And  should  any  of  the  Vessels  be 
out  or  not  in  readiness  to  proceed,  upon  their  arrival  at  any  of 
the  Posts,  they  are  immediately  to  be  accommodated  with  Boats 
and  proper  Crews  to  row  them  across  the  Lake  where  this  shall 
happen. 

Tlie  olhcer  Commanding  at  MissUimakinak,  is  further  required 
to  acquaint  the  Indiar^,  with  the  design  of  these  Gentlemen 
proceeding  to  Lake  Superior,  to  reconcile  tliem  to  their  Intentions 
and  to  prevent  any  Jealousy  that  might  be  conceived  by  them, 
either  from  their  Errand,  or  the  use  of  the  Instruments  they 
curry  along  with  them  :  He  is  likewise  to  Endeavor,  to  engage 
some  of  the  Indians  Inliabiting  Lake  Superioi  lo  attend  them, 
and  protect  them  from  any  Insidts  that  may  be  offered  them,  by 
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iiny  straggling  Indians  tliey  may  meet  witli  on  tlie  Lake  for  wlncli 
service  tlie  above  Geatlemen  will  malie  the  Indians  H'ho  attend 
them  a  reasonable  Present. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal 

at  Head  Quai-ters  in  New  York,  [l.  s.  ] 

tliis  17""  Day  of  March,  1769 

Thos.  Gage. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command 
G.  Matl-eijs  Jr. 

","  Great  preparations  were  made  to  observe  tlie  abore  Transit,  (wliicli  ivas  to 
take  place  on  8d  June  1769,1  as  aiiotlier  would  not  occur  until  1871-  It  was 
observed  on  this  continent,  hj  Samuel  Holland,  Esq.  at  Quebec ;  by  T.  "WvigM, 
at  lela  au  Coudre;  by  Prof.  Jno,  Wintirop,  at  Cambiidge,  Mass.;  by  Josepli 
Brown,  at  Providence,  R.  I.;  by  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  atPbiladelphJa;  by  Messra. 
Piddle  and  Bailey  at  Lew Iston,  Del.;  by  John  Leeds,  at  Annapolis,  Md.;  by 
MeesfB,  Wales  and  Dymond,  on  the  N.  W.  coast  of  Hudson's  Bay;  and  hy  AbhS 
Chappe  at  California.  Dr,  Harris  of  Cambridge  informs  me,  that  Thomas  Dan- 
lOBTK,  mentioned  aboTe,  was  probably  the  son  of  Hon.  Judge  Samuel  Danfortb, 
of  Cambridge,  (Saml.  was  sou  of  Rev.  Jolin,  of  Dorchester,  and  Rev.  John  was 
son  of  Rev.  Saml.  of  Rosbury — all  distinguished  for  mathematical  attainments,) 
—graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1762,  was  Tutor  there  from  1765  to  1766,  settled 
as  a  lawyer  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  died  in  1820.  Joseph  Wiiiabc  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  College,  1765,  was  Tutor  1766  to  1773,  and  afterwards  Pi'csidcnt 
of  the  College.  He  died  in  180i.  It  is  not  known  whether  these  gentlemen  went 
to  Micliilimakinac;  I  can  End  nothing  of  their  Journey  tliither  in  print. — Ed. 


JOHN  BAND  TO         KEV.  DR.  AUCIIMIITT. 

Reverend  Sir 

Receiving  Information  that  last  Week  you  being  in  Company 
with  several  Rev^  Gentlemen  :  some  one  taking  Occasion  to 
speak  of  my  being  in  the  Province  &  of  my  Design  with  respect 
to  A  Living,  there  appeared  in  yourself  &  others,  A  willingness 
to  countenance  me  in  my  undertakings.  Verily  S''  there  are  no 
Favours  which  I  so  gratefully  notice  as  those  of  this  Kind.  As 
to  my  leaving  the  School  at  Rye,  to  engage  in  the  same  employ 
at  Fort  Johnson,  I  am  pleased  with  the  Motion, — mangre  the 
Consideration  of  Salai-y  in  one  Place  &  the  other  :  hopeing  that 
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m}^  Removal  tliither  may  be  favorable  to  my  Design  of  entering 
into  Holy  Orders:  for  which  office  may  I  be  better  prepared™! 
I  am  now  engaged  fay  the  Rev^  M.^  Avery  in  tlie  Service  of  the 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gosple  in  foreign  Parts — from  which 
Venerable  Society.  I  understand  tliat  you  S''  have  Insti'uctions 
with  Respect  to  Fort  Jolinson, — Now  aU  tilings  considered  it  is 
my  Resolve  with  Respect  to  leaving  Eye  to  heariien  to  youi's  & 
Mr.  Avery's  Advice  and  that  no  one  have  Occasion  to  repent 
of  favor  granted  to  me  shall  be  the  steady  purpose  of  your 
liumble  servant 

John  Rasd. 

Kye  April  3.  1769 
To  the  ReVi  D''.  Achmuty 

P.  S.  Rev^  Sir,  in  tlie  above  Letter  you  have  M''  Rand's  senti- 
ments respecting  Sir  Wilham  Jolinsons  Request— Mr.  Rand  is 
complaisant  enougli  to  leave  the  whole  affair  to  our  judgment 
and  will  cliearfuUy  comply  with  our  Directions,  please  therefore 
to  act  your  own  Discretion  letting  me  Imow,  very  soon  (by  a 
Line)  your  Determination-  kind  liespects  to  Mrs  Auchmuty  and 
Family  conclude  me,  Rev^  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Brother 

Epiim  Avery. 1 


REV.  HARRY  MUNRO  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Honourable  Sir, 

Being  just  now  returned  from  New  York,  I 
beg  Leave  to  send  you  inclosed  a  Letter  from  Doctor  Auchmuty, 
1  EeT.  Ephkaim  Atbkt,  of  Potnfret,  Conn,,  obtained  the  degree  of  A.  B.  from 
Tale  College,  and  in  1787  received  that  of  Master  of  Arts  from  the  King's  Col- 
lege, New  Tork.  Hia  mother,  it  is  stud,  was  Deborah  Avery,  aflenvards  ivife  of 
John  Gardiner,  of  Gflrdiner's  Island,  and  jabseijueiitly  married  to  Majoi-  Gen. 
Putnam.  Mr.  Avery  sticoeeded  Mr.  Punderson  as  minister  of  Rye  in  1765,  and 
continued  in  charge  of  that  c^iurch  until  the  Eeyolution,  when  he  became  so 
ohnoxioTis  to  the  ivhigs  that  his  horses  were  seized,  his  cattle  driven  off  and  hm 
property  plaudered.  He  died  6  Novembor  1776.  GJeneral  Putnam's  wife  died 
in  1777,  at  Head  quarters  in  the  Higlilands,  and  was  ini«rred  in  Beverly  Robin- 
son's  femily  vault. — BoLTdR'. 
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I  am  sorry  that  my  unexpected  Journey  did  put  it  out  of  my 
Power  to  wait  on  the  Indians  at  Easter,  as  I  intended,  bnt  my 
!  was  so  urgent,  that  I  am  persuaded  you  will  readily 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  Sir,  if  you  will  ac- 
quiiiiit  the  Indians,  that  I  am  now  ready  to  wait  on  them  ;  on 
Trinity  Sunday,  bemg  the  Twenty  first  of  May,  If  tliat  Day 
will  not  Suit,  I  will  wait  Upon  them  on  the  Seventh  of  May, 
being  the  Sunday  nest  before  Whitsunday.  Tou  will  please 
inlbrm  me  by  first  opportunity,  what  time  will  he  most  Agree- 
able to  you,  &  I  will  endeavour  to  come  up  accordingly  ;  but 
Whitsunday  you  Iniow,  is  a  particular  festival  on  which  I  must 
administer  the  Sacrement  to  ]ny  Congregation  at  Albany,  very 
little  News  at  New  York ;  The  Packet  was  not  arrived.  M' 
Cntger  is  chosen  Speaker  in  the  Assembly,  to  the  no  Small 
mortification  of  a  certain  Party,  who  have  lost  Ground  not  only 
in  New  York,  but  in  Philad^^  likewise  have  lately  received  a 
mortal  wound. 

Doctor  Chandler  has  received  several  Letters  from  the  Bishops 
&  otiier  dignified  Clergy,  approving  of  his  appeal ;  He  desires 
me  to  present  Ms  best  Eespeets  to  Sir  Wilham  Johnson.  He  is 
now  publishing  a  Vindication  of  the  appeal,  and  is  to  Send  Sir 
William  e  Copy. 

Please  to  accept  my  best  Respects,  and  am  with  great  Regard 
Honourable  Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient  Servant 

Harrv  Munro, 
Albany  IS"-  April  \ 
1769,  S 

P.  S.  My  best  Regards,  if  you  please,  to  Sir  John,  Col^  John 
son,  Coll  Claus,  M''.  Grace,  &  M'  Daiiey,     adieu. 

*,•  Tlie  Rev.  Hany  Mniiro  was  born  in  1729.  He  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Rol)ert 
Jlnnro  of  Dingwall  whose  father  iroa  Alexander  Munro,  Laird  of  Killichoan, 
in  Eoashire,  gcondaon  of  Sir  Robert  Munro  Sd  baronet,  and  2H'h  baron  of  Fowlis 
in  Inverness.  His  motherwaa  Ana  Miuiro  of  ■TeanOurd  a  disiant  cousin  of  hev 
husband:  Being  the  second  son  of  the  Laird  of  Killichoan  Ws  fcthar  was  bred 
a  surgeon  and  in  that  capacity  joined  Lord  London's  army  In  1746,  and  died  the 
neKt  year  from  ilguries  received  in  that  campaign,  leaving  two  sons,  Harry  and 
Alesander  Munro.  Harry  was  then  a  lad  of  Ifi,  Sj  shortly  after  his  father's  death 
entered  the  Lfniversity  uf  St  Andj-ews.     After  tilling   the   usual   degrees  of 
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HUGH  GAINE  TO  SIK  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Sh- 

Your  favour  of  tlie  14th  Instant  is  now  before  me.  I  am 
very  sorry  the  Common  Prayer  Books  could  not  have  been  sent 
sooner.  The  Fault  was  not  mine,  but  the  Bookbmders,  out  of 
whose  Hands  I  could  not  get  them  before  the  Middle  of  Mai'ch, 
and  then  only  383,  which  I  sent  you  tlie  first  Instant,  with  all 
tlie  other  Articles  you  wrote  for  that  could  be  obtained  iu  this 

Bachelor,  k  Mastev  of  Arts,  he  studied  Divinity  in  Eaintargh.  In  1757  he 
was  admitted  to  orders  in  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  fc  appointed  Chaplain  to  the  77th. 
Regiment  of  foot  commanded  hy  Col.  Montgomery  ;  he  accompanied  that  regi- 
ment to  America  in  1769,  and  served  witli  it  to  the  close  of  the  French  war. 
On  the  lelurn  of  Peace  he  resided  moatly  at  Piinceton,  New  Jersey.  A  chai^ 
now  carae  over  his  theological  views,  and  he  embraced  episcopacy.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly recomniendeii  for  orders  by  a  Convention  of  the  clergy  of  that  denomi- 
nation which  met  at  Perth  Arahoy  on  20th  Sept  1764,  and  he  sailed  for  England 
in  the  conrse  of  thi  month  of  December  following.  He  returned  to  America  the 
next  Spring  with  an  appointment  from  the  Soc  :  for  prop  ;  the  Gospel  to  St 
John's  Church,  Tonliers,  of  which  he  was  the  first  Pastor — He  was  connected 
two  years  with  this  cluirch,  and  was  appointed  in  1767,  Minister  of  St.  Peter's 
Aibahy,  of  which  church  he  took  charge  on  the  26  March  17G8.  In  1773,  King's 
Coll  ;  Hew  York  conferred  the  degree  of  A.M.  on  him.  In  the  summer  of  1776, 
he  resigned  tlic  rectorship  of  St  Peter's  on  the  alleged  gi'ound  of  ill  health,  and 
inoved  to  Hchron  in  Washington  County  where  lie  owned  a  considerahle  tract  of 
land.  Like  many  other  of  the  clergy  of  the  church,  he  was  considered  at  the 
commencement  of , the  Revolution  an  enemy  to  the  litiertieBOf  America.  He  ap- 
plied personally  in  Angnat  1776  to  the  Albany  Committee  for  a  Pass  to  go  to 
New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania,  but  this  was  refused  ;  he  obtained  permission 
the  following  year,  to' remove  to  Canada  and  at  the  close  of  tho  war  returned  to 
Scotland,  became  Rector  of  a  church  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  died  in  the  year 
1801,  aged  71  years.  He  is  buried  in  the  West  Church  yard  of  St  Cuthberts 
church  of  that  city. 

The  Revd.  Mr.  Mnnro  was  married  three  tunes.  His  first  wife  was  the  widow 
of  an  ofBcer  of  his  own  regiment.  She  died  in  child  bed  within  a  year  after  their 
marriage,  leaving  one  child  named  Elizabeth,  afterwards  Mrs.  Fisher,  who  died 
lately  in  Montreal.  In  1763,  the  revd  Mr.  M.  married  Miss  Stockton  of  Prlncetoa 
N.  J.  grand  aimt,  it  is  supposed,  of  Com.  Stockton,  V.  S.  Senate.  This  lady 
died  in  the  autumn  of  1764,  leaving  an  infant  who  survived  its  mother  hut  a  few 
weeks.  On  his  removal  to  Tonkera  in  1765,  he  married  his  third  wife  Eve, 
eldest  daughter  of  Oh.  Just.  Jay.  This  lady  died  in  1810,  leaving  one  son, 
Peter  Jay  Munro,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  bar,  and  one  of  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  of  this  State  of  1822.  Peter  J.  M.  died  33.  Sept  1833,  aged  66 
vears.     Letterof  E   J''.  Be  Laacey,  Esq. 
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City.  The  Prayer  Books  that  are  to  be  bound  in  Morroco,  must 
be  delayed  for  some  Time,  as  I  must  send  to  Boston  for  the 
l^eather;  and  when  compleated  sliall  be  sent  with  the  account 
of  the  whole. 

The  Laws  of  last  Session  were  sent  you  by  Post,  as  soon  as 
finished,  but  I  suppose  have  been  lost  by  some  Means  or  other 
in  Albany:  I  by  this  Opportunity  send  you  another  Set,  which 
I  hope  wiU  go  safe  to  Hand,  as  also  the  Votes  to  the  18th  Instant, 
since  which  none  have  been  printed,  and  shall  continue  the 
latter  regularly  by  every  Post. 

Eayles  General  Dictionary  is  not  to  be  had  in  this  Place,  but 
shall  send  to  London  for  them  as  soon  as  we  are  permitted  to 
import  any  Goods  from  that  Part  of  the  World.  And  am,  Sir, 
in  the  mean  Time 

Your  Obliged  humble  Servant 

H.  Gaine, 

New-York      ( 
April  '23,  1769  ^ 


JAMES  ADAIR  ESQ.  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Great  Sire 

Tho'  Pm  just  on  y*  point  of  returning  southwardly,  by  j^  way 
of  Philadelphia ;  yet  my  gratitude  &  intense  affection  incite  me 
to  send  you  these  lines  in  return  for  y  kindness  to  me  at  y 
hospitable  HaU :  And  for  y  kindly  patronage  of  my  weak  & 
honest  productions,  on  y^  Origin  of  y^  Indian  Americans.  All 
ranks  of  ye  learned,  here,  have  subscribed  to  their  being  pub- 
lish'd  in  London,  a  half  year,  hence ;  And  y'  two  volumes, 
Octavo,  w"*  they  consist  of,  I  do  myself  ye  particular  honour, 
from  an  innate  generous  principle,  to  dedicate  to  you  &  Sir  Henry 
Moore  ;  For  tho'  he  has  not  seen  y^  manuscripts,  yet,  on  y*  strong 
recommendations  pf  y«  Lesirned,  he  has  patronised  me,  both 
here,  and  in  y*  I.-;lands,  and  every  where  else,  that  his  good 
nature  &  philosophic  temper  cou'd  think  of  My  great  Hyliernian 
Mecfenas  as  yo've  approved  of  my  Indian  performance,,  from  y' 
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own  knowledge  aud  accurate  observations,  I'm  fully  perswadod, 
tliat,  upon  my  solllcitation,  you'll  take  some  convenient  oppor- 
tunity to  recommend  me  to  y  notice  of  Lord  Hillsborough,  y 
il'iends  in  Ireland,  &c.  For,  You  know,  I  came  from  y®  South- 
ward, on  purpose  to  apply  to  y  friendly  mediation,  of  which 
General  Gage  haa  taken  no  notice,  on  account,  as  I'm  informed 
by  the  Clergy,  of  certain  (supposed)  Stnai-t's principles.  Opposi- 
tion maltes  honest  men,  onlyj  the  more  intent :  and  ther's  a 
certain  time  for  every  thing ;  As  y*  two  letters  I  did  myself  y« 
pleasure  to  write  to  you,  from  y^  place,  sufficiently  indicate, 
according  to  my  opinion. 

Please  to  excuse  y^  hurry'd-off  scroll  and  to  give  my  sincere 
&  lasting  respects  to  y  hon^i'^  extensive  family,  one  by  one ; 
and  to  accept  the  same,  from, 

Great  Sire  y  obliged,  &.  very 

devoted  H'^'^  Serv' 

James  Adaik. 
JN".  York  April  SO'ii  anu  1709. 


JAMES  ADAIR  ESQi^  TO  SIR.  W^^  JOHNSON. 

Sire, 

About  a  month  ago,  I  did  myself  y^  pleasure  of  writing  to 
you,  both  in  complyance  to  y  liindly  request,  and  jny  own  ai-dent 
inclinatiou.  And,  now,  I  re-assume  it,  returning  you  my  most 
hearty  thanks,  for  your  civilities  and  favours  of  each  kind. 

In  a  great  measure,  I  ascribe  to  you  my  Maecenas,  that  y^  Eev'' 
Messrs  Inglis  and  Ogilvie,y^  Professors  of  y^  College,  and  a  good 
many  of  y  Learned,  here,  including,  in  a  very  particular  man- 
ner, the  good-humouid,  the  sensible,  the  gay,  ye  witty,  &  polite. 
Sir,  Henry  Moore,  have  taken  me  into  their  patronage ;  Tho'  I'm 
sorry  to  say,  that  Genf'  Gage  paid  so  little  regard  to  y  friendly 
letter  in  my  behalf,  as  not  to  order  his  Aid  de  Camp  to  introduce 
me  when  I  called  to  wait  of  him.  Indeed  he  subscribed  for  two 
Setts  of  my  Indian  Essays  and  History  :  And  so  do  several  other 
Gen*  on  account  of  their  reputed  merit ;  for  y  ^  T,,eamed  applaud 
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ye  perfonaance.  In  short,  Sir,  I  look  down,  with  a  philosophic 
eye,  on  that,  or  any  such,  neglect  as  a  most  imaginary  trifle  ; 
Especially,  if  wliat  I  said  to  a  curious  &  inquisitive  Son  of 
Caledonia,  concerning  y*  well-known  mismanagement,  &  ill 
situation,  of  oui'  Indian  affairs,  westwardly,  should  have  occa- 
sioned it ;  For  truth  will  prevail,  when  painted  with  its  genuuie 
honest  colours. 

In  yf  historical  part,  I  shall  putmyself  under  y'  most  friendly 
patronage,  and  y*  of  Sir  Henry  Moore,  and  do  myself  y*  particular 
favour  of  writing  to  each  of  you,  from  y®  southward,  before  I 
sett  off  to  England,  next  summer.  As  His  Excelly  has  not  only 
induced  y^  Hon'*'*  members  of  His  Majestys  Council  to  give  a 
sanction  to  my  performance,  and  engaged  to  perswade  y"  Comons 
House  of  Assembly  to  follow  their  Copy ;  But,  likewise  to  con- 
tinue to  take  in  subscriptions,  till  y^  Books  are  pubhshed,  and 
remit  me  a  Bill,  on  y"  agent,  at  London,  as  soon  as  he  has  heard,  by 
y«  public  accounts,  of  their  being  in  the  Press  ;  I'm  hopefull, 
you'll  be  pleased  to  excuse  my  freedom  of  infolding,  in  this,  a 
New-Tork  printed  Proposal ;  and  that  y  patriotic  temper  will 
incite  You  to  shew  it  to  such  Lovers  of  letters,  as  frequent  your 
Hah,  in  order  to  gain,  at  least,  nominal  subscriptions,  and  give 
a  sanction  to  the  treatise  in  Europe  ;  Likewise,  y*  when  I  do 
myself  y^  honour  of  writing  to  you,  again,  you'll  be  so  kind  as 
to  remit  me  their  names,  at  London,  according  to  request. 

I've  room  to  be  pretty  certain,  that  four  of  y  learned  friends, 
here  ;  viz,  the  Eev^  Doctor  Acmody,  the  Rev'  Doctor  Cooper, 
and  y«  Rev'i  Mess''*  Inglis  &.  Ogilvie,  A.  M,  will,  thro'  a  true 
benevolence  of  heart,  recommend  me  to  the  notice  of  y=  President 
of  y"  Society  for  propogating  y^^  Gospel,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
missionary  for  our  old  friendly  Chickosahs  ;  and  liliewise,  their 
patronage  in  y«  publication  of  my  Indian  work.  When  you're 
writing  to  my  Lord  Hillsborough,  should  y  own  public  spirit 
induce  you  to  recommend  me  to  his  pati-onage.  it  would  prove  a 
great  advance  towards  obtaining  satisfaction  for  what  y«  Governm' 
,1s  indebted  me.  That,  ^.y^  like,  I  leave  to  y^  own  kindness  of 
heart,  which  always  leatls  and  directs  you,  in  support  of  a 
generous  cauiie. 

Please  to  give  my  most  hearty  respects  to  y  cheerful  and  most 
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promising  liivonrite  son,  Sir  Jolm,  to  y*  gay,  y*  Idndly,  &  yf 
witty  Col'  Johosori,  to  his  discreet  &  most  amiable  Lady,  &  tlieir 
pretty  little  Slieelah  Grah,  who  is  y*  lovely  and  lively  picture  of 
them  both ;  To  all  yours.  One  by  one  ;  To  Col'  Class  &  his 
Lady ;  T-o  y«  Gen'  with  you,  k" ;  and  to  accept  y^  same,  from, 
Great  Sir 

y  very  obliged  &  most  H^ie  Serv' 

James  Adair 
(Endorsed)     M^  James  Adairs  letter  supposed 
to  be  wrote  in  April  or  March 
reed  18th  of  April  1769. 
Ans"!  May  10^  1769. 


Sm  WM  JOHNSON  TO  JAMES  ADAIR. 

Johnson  hall  May  lO'h  1769. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  two  of  your  Letters  since  your  departure,  a 
third  whieli  you  speak  of,  never  came  to  hands,  but  from  the 
others  I  find  with  pleasure  that  you  have  met  with  the  Counte- 
nance &  pati'onage  of  the  Gentlemen  you  mention  &  I  sincerely 
wish  they  may  prove  of  Service  to  you,  tho'  I  am  concerned  that 
you  met  with  any  neglect  from  the  quarter  you  speah  of  lioiv- 
ever  I  am  hopeful!  that  the  protection  you  have  hitherto  found 
will  prave  a  good  introduction  to  your  Curious  performance,  & 
that  Its  publication  will  tend  to  yom-  reputation  &  Interest,  to 
wliicli  I  shall  gladly  Contribute  as  far  as  in  me  Lyes.  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  your  Intentions  respecting  the  Dedication, 
which  I  should  ehuse  to  decline  but  that  I  would  not  disappoint 
your  good  intentions,  tho'  I  would  check  the  Sowings  of  a 
friendly  pen  wliieh  unrestrained  might  go  farther  than  is  consist- 
ent with  my  inclinations. 

I  retui'n  you  your  printed  proposals,  Subscribed  to  by  myself 
&  family  with  Two  or  Three  others,  which  are  as  many  as  I  have 
hitherto  had  an  opportunity  of  Laying  them  before,  &  the  time 
you  spent  in  tliese  parts  lias  enabled  you  I  presume  to  know 
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enough  of  its  Inhabitants  not  to  be  Surprised  that  a  Work  of 
that  Nature  sho^  meet  with  such  Small  encouiagement.  Sir 
John.  Col.  Johnson  &c  thank  you  kindly  for  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  remembered  them  heartily  wishing  you  success,  &  be 
assured  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  serve  you  in  your  undertaking  as 
well  as  to  hear  of  your  prosperity  being  Sir, 

Your  real  WeU  Wisher  &  very  humble  Servt 
M'.  James  Adair. 


LIST  OF  SCIIOLAES  AT  THE  FREE  SCHOOL,  JOHNSTOWN. 


Richard  Young 
Peter  Young 
Heudrick  Youn^ 
Richard  Cotter 
Hendrick  Rynnion 
James  Mordon 
Daniel  Cammel 
Samuel  Davis 
Eeneir  Vansiclan 
Jacob  Teder 
Randel  IM'Donald 
John  FoUyard 
Peter  Eynnion 
Peter  Potman 
Jacob  Doran 
David  Doran 
Jeromy  Doran 
Adam  M'Donnald 
Abraham  Boice 
Caleb  AlCarty 
Hendrick  Collinger 
Jacob  Servos 
John  Servof 


John  Miller 
James  MGregar 
George  Binder 
Christian  Rider 
Bernard  Eider 
Simeon  Scouten 
Francis  Bradthau 
John  Everot 
Sarah  Connor 
Leny  Rjunion 
Betsey  Garlick 
Eaby  Garlick 
Rebecca.  Vansiclan 
Caty  Cammel 
Caty  Garlick 
Maiy  M'Intyre 
Peggy  Potman 
Eve  Waldroff 
Caty  WaMroff 
Leny  "Waldroff 
Mai'garet  Servos 
Catharine  Servos 

Males  &.  Females— 
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MOHAWK  SCHOOL  AT  FOS.T  HUNTER. 

Began  to  Open  School  April  y«  17»i  1769. 

Aug'  28111 1769     A  List  of  The  Indians  Children  belonging  to 

the  Free  School  at  Fort  Hunter  near  the  Mohawk 

River  in  the  County  of  Albany  and  Province  of 

New  York  with  their  Tribes. 

Bear  Tribe  I)avid,David,  Abraham,  John,  Jacob, Peter,  Joseph, 

Adam,  Brant,  Kreenas,  Johannes,  Peter,  Nellithe 

NeUithe  (Females) 15 

Wolf  Tribe  Thomas,  Paul,  Jacob,  John,  Daniel,  Catharine,Susan- 

na,  Catharine.  (Females)     8 
Turtle  Tribe  Isaac,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Jacob,  Thomas  Christianna, 
Catharine.  (Females) ...     7 

Total 30 

P'  Me  Colin  Mc[LelaQd]  Schoolmaster. 
Sf.  According  to  youi'  Direction    I  have  sent  yoiu' 
Honour  this  List. 


HUGH  GAINE  TO  SIR  WM.-  JOHNSON. 
Sir 

At  last  I  have  been  able  to  send  you  the  Remainder  of  the 
Common  Prayer.  I  am  sorry  they  have  beeu  delayed  so  long,  but 
I  assure  you  it  was  not  in  my  Power  to  send  them  sooner,  the 
Delay  being  occasioned  by  the  want  of  Morroca  Leather 

Inclosed  you  have   your  own   Account,  as   also   the  whole 
Expence  of  the  Common  Prayers,  binding,  Paper,  &c.  which  I 
hope  you'll  think  reasonable.    Had  it  been  Knglish,  the  Printing 
Work  could  not  have  been  done   cheaper.     I  have  not  charged 
you  with  the  News-Paper,  as  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  wben  you 
b^an,  but  I  imagine 'tis  not  less  than  10  years  This,  Perhaps 
you  nan  remember  yourself,  as  the  same  is  quite  unknown  to 
Sir 
Your  humble  Servant 
New-York  i  H.  Gaine. 

August  31, 1769.  ( 

Vol.  iv.  27 
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JAMES  ADAIR  ESQ.  TO  SIR  W^  JOHNSON. 

Hon"'^  Sire 

As  yf  kindly  temper  and  public  spirit  invited  me  to  write  to 
you,  {exactly  after  y=  manner  Sir  Henry  Moore  did,  with  regard 
to  myself)  in  what  manner  you  could  be  of  any  service  to  me, 
at  London,  I  make  free  to  inform  you,  that,  next  April,  I  set  oif 
from  this  metropolis  of  Georgia-Colony,  to  London,  in  ordei-  to 
get  my  Indian  Productions  published,  there,  under  y  auspicious 
patronage ;  And,  as  you  llrndy  believ'd,  according  to  my  creed, 
that  general  Licences  are  utterly  desti'uctive  to  ye  Indian  trade, 
and  our  barrier  settlements  ajid  Colonies,  by  allowing  such 
prodgious  nubers  of  worthless  trading  Pedlai-s,  as  can  give 
security  for  conforming  to  y«  rules  of  trade,  both  to  overstock  it, 
corrupt  y  Indians  by  trusting  them  twice  more  than  they  can 
pay  -.  then  perpexing  them  for  ye  effect  of  their  own  indiscretion, 
and,  betraying  y^  Secrets  of  Government,  &<^  &,"  I'm  hopeful, 
you'll  recommend,  in  concert  with  Govern'  Wright  &  Lieu* 
Govern'  Bull,  to  y"  Lords  of  trade,  if  it  lyes  in  their  sphere  of 
action,  a  total  abrogation  of  that  most  pernicious  custom  of 
granting  Licences ;  Witliout  which,  'tis  y«  universal  opinion  of 
all  us,  who  have  gain'd.  sufficient  skill  in  Indian  affairs,  that, 
when  the  Creeks  have  made  peace  with  ye  Chocktah  nation, 
they'll  fall  on  our  valuable  weak  Colony  of  Georgia,  as  they 
despise  us  like  tame  lielpless  dung-hill  fowls,  and,  in  their  usual 
set  speeches,  and  bacclianal  days,  term  us  so,  by  having  been 
passively  allowed,  for  these  nine  years  past,  to  shed  under  y^ 
greatest  security,  a  tori'ent  of  y^  innocent  ciying  blood  of  valuable 
british  Subjects,  to  y^  shame  and  discredit  of  every  tie  of  social 
union. 

If,  along  with  y«  former,  j'  own  kindly  temper  &  love  of  yo 
public  good  should  incite  you  to  write  any  tiling,  in  my  behalf, 
to  my  Ijord  Hill^orough  or  y«  Lords  of  trade  and  remit  it  to  me 
directed  either  to  y''  care  of  James  Parsons  Esq''  Attorney  at 
Law,  in  Charlestown ;  or  to  that  of  Mess"  Telllair,  merch'^  or 
M'  Johnson,  Printer,  in  Savannah,  I  shou'd  readily  receive  it : 
And  it  wou'd  be  of  great  service  to  me  ;  For  your  interest  is 
very  great,  in  London. 
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I'm  hopeful,  Sir,  that  hoth  you  and  every  one  of  y'  extensive 
&  very  respectable  Family  are  well :  and  may  the  divide  bounti- 
ful goodness,  always,  preserve  ye,  so.  Be  so  kind  as  to  present 
to  each  of  them,  one  by  one,  my  continual  sincere  well-wishes, 
and  very  humble  respects ;  and  to  accept  of  y  same  from, 
Honi-ie  Sir, 

Tour  much  obliged 
&  very  obed'  Hi>'°  Serv' 

James  Ada  in. 
Savannah  9 f  15ti' An  :  1769. 


GEOUGE  CEOGHAN  TO  SIR  WM   JOHNSON. 

New  York  Nov!''  16  :  1769 
Deal'  Sir 

the  Bearer  M>  William  Andrews'  is  a  young  Gentleman  bread 
up  to  the  Church  well  Recommended  w''  you  will  find  by  M' 
Achmuty'  Leters  and  is  a  Relation  of  M'  Campble=  in  Schonec- 
tady  M'  Achmuty  is  of  opinion  that  albany  &  Schonectady  should 
be  butt  one  Living  att  that  M'.  Monrow  should  have  it  and  tliis 
Gentleman  he  proposed  for  y,  Town  &  the  Mohocks  I  have  been 
pressed  on  by  Several  Gentlemen  hear  to  Write  y  honour  with 
this  Gentleman  and  hope  you  will  Excuse  the  Liberty  I  take  in 
Do  itt,-for  thol  Love  ye  church  very  well  I  know  I  ought  Nott 

1  Eevd  Wu  Andrews  waa  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  returned  home  in  1770, 
wiiea  he  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  London  and  appointed  Missionary  at 
Scheneetady,  in  wliich  place  soms  of  hia  relatives,  it  seems,  already  resided. 
Having  married,  in  the  meantime,  he  entered  on  his  charge  immediately  after 
receivii^  orders,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  congregation.  He  opened  a  grammar 
school  In  the  Ml  of  1771',  but  the  labors  attendant  on  this,  with  ill  health  k 
other  causes  mentioneci  in  his  letter  (pori)  of  16  Aug.  1778,  obliged  him  to 
relmquish  this  mission  and  sail  to  Vh'ginia.     Ed. 

2  Daniel  Campdell  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  manied  a,  Mlas  Sohbbmeehoen, 
acquired  great  wealth  in  Schenectady  as  a  Merchant,  portion  of  which  he  left  to 
a  nephew,  a  Dr.  Campbell  of  London  who  resided  in  this  country  several  years 
and  then  returned  to  England.  Daniel  D,  Schermerhorn,  one  of  the  Members 
of  tlie  late  Constitutional  Convention,  having  become  hair  to  Mr.  G.  has  since 
Rsromed  that  name. 
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to  Medle  with  Church  Maters  I  think  he  is  a  Modest  Young  Man 
&  one  vi^  you  May  bring  up  To  answer  the  Disoription  of  Such 
a  Won  as  you  formerly  Chose  only  he  lias  No  Wife  But  tliat  want 
your  honour  No  Doubt  Soon  Suply  him  with  of  the  fruitful) 
Loanes  of  your  Estate. 

I  have  seen  the  Gineral  Several  Times  Since  I  came  to  Tow)i 
he  has  No  Late  News  of  any  DistiKbence  to"  y"  Westwai'd  butt 
Says  itts  Expected  that  some  broyles  will  hapen  in  y"  Spring  he 
Dose  Nott  See  he  Says  any  Service  My  going  this  Time  of  the 
yeer  as  y^  Indians  are  all  out  a  hunting  Eut  thinks  I  should  send 
Some  belts  to  Lett  them  know  tliat  I  will  be  up  in  y^  Spring  lie 
Says  y*  provinces  will  Neaver  Do  any  thing  that  was  Expected 
&  that  Everything  Must  Return  in  its  proper  Chanel  ^  this 
"Winter  under  y"^  honors  Direction  or  things  will  Neaver  Do  Right 
he  Tould  me  yesterday  that  I  must  Stay  here  Till  Next  Week  as 
he  was  busey  this  when  he  wold  have  a  Long  Conversation  with 
Me,  he  Recomended  to  Me  to  Memorial  the  King  a  bout  my 
Grants  &  one  of  his  famUy  Tould  me  he  wold  Eecomend  it  if  I 
asked  him  after  I  have  hard  what  the  General  has  t6  say  to  Me 
I  will  write  yr  honer  More  fully. 

the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gorden  is  aRiped  things  in  England  in  the 
Greatest  Confuson  Nothing  But  peticions  from  all  y«  Counteys 
prepairing  to  prevent  y«  King  Backing  the  Midlesex  Sc  Livery 
of  London  one  M'  Musgroves  Leter  Just  as  y"  paice  was  Made 
Makes  a  great  Noise  this  is  y®  Leter  va^  L — d  Egermont  Shott 
himself  about  there  is  Now  a  Suplement  printing  to  yesterday 
paper  v/^  the  Berer  wiU  Take  up  to  you  w^  will  Contain  y« 
Leter  &  all  y^  News  this  vesel  has  brought  ye  packet  is  Nott  yet 
aEived  butt  hourly  expected. 

Plese  to  present  my  Complemis  to  all  the  Gentlemen 

with  you  &.  blive  me  with  the  greatest  Respect  your 

Honors  Most  obedient  &  humt^'^  Servant 

Geo  ;  Croghan. 
To  the  Honbit' 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar' 

•,'  Geo.  Cioghan  lato  of  Passyurik,  Pa.  ms.S.e  his  will  on  the  12th  June  1782. 
His  daughter  Susammh,  tnarvied  Lt,  Auguatiue  Preyost.  He  doea  not  seem  to 
have  left  any  male  heirs.  His  will  ia  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Courtof  Appeals  Albany,  N.  T.    Ed. 
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SECY  BANYAR  TO  SIE  WM  JOHNSON. 

New  York  18  November  17(i9. 
Dear  Sir  William 

The  Bearer  M"^  William  Andrews  is  a  young  Gentleman  from 
Ireland,  who  has  thoughts  of  taking  orders  for  the  Ministry.  He 
is  in  hopes  of  being  called  for  the  Church  of  Schenectady,  and 
carrys  recommendatory  Letters  from  Doctor  Auchmuty  and 
Colonel  Crogham.  I  understand  his  character  is  unexceptiona- 
ble and  his  Education  liberal.  If  you  can  be  of  any  service  to 
him  yon  will  oblige  me  in  giving  him  Countenance,  and  your 
Civilitice  I  shall  acknowledge  with  Gratitude  I  am  indebted  to 
you  for  a  Letter;  but  it  shall  not  be  long  eer  I  discharge  it. 
I.  am  D^  Sir  W-" 

your  affectionate  and  obedient  Servant 
Gw  Banyae. 


Ma.  ANDREWS  TO  Sill  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  receiv'd  intelligence  of  a  VesseU  at  York  bound 
for  Ireland,  and  is  expected  to  sail  very  shortly.  On  this 
Account,  and  because  my  Continuance  here  entirely  depends 
upon  your  recommending  me  to  the  Society's  service;  I  shou'd 
sincerely  thanlc  you  to  send  me  the  recommendatory  letter,  as 
soon  as  convenient. 

I  have  been  seriously  considering  of  the  most  effectual  means, 
of  procuring  proper  Persons  to  supply  the  vacant  Missions  in 
this  Province,  and  can,  upon  mature  Consideration,  think  of  no 
better  judged  Expedient,  than  to  invite  some  of  the  sober,  and 
aged  Graduates  of  Trinity-College,  Dublin  to  undertake  the 
sacred  Office.  I  doubt  not,  but  the  Proposal  wou'd  be  pleasing 
to  the  People,  and  the  Offer  agi'eeable  to  the  Gentlemen. 

My  Reasons  for  advancing  this  Circumstance,  I  must  humbly 
beg  leave  to  mention 
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A  kte  Abstract  of  t!ie  Society,  informs  us  ol  tlie  Want  oi 
Clergy  even  in  several  pai'ts  oJ:'  England,  occasion'd  probably  by 
the  Students  diverting  their  Education  to  more  profitable  Pur- 
suits. And  tiie  Candidates  for  holy  Orders,  educated  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic,  are  by  no  means  enabled  to  perform  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Cliurch,  and  discharge  their  Duty  with  so  mucii 
Satisfaction  to  their  Congregation,  as  these  persons  I  iiavc  been 
speaking  of,  wlio  have  regularly  obtained  their  Degrees  by 
Merit,  after  a  proper  Course  of  Study.  The'  I  do  not  urge  this 
Circumstance,  thro'  any  disrespect  or  by  way  of  Retort,  against 
the  Americans,  I  oiily  mention  it  on  account  of  their  being  de- 
prived of  the  Opportunity  of  receiving  so  good  and  solid  an 
Education. 

Ireland  does  not  labour  under  the  same  disadvantage,  as  Eng- 
land, witli  respect  to  Clergy;  For,  we  frequently  hear  of  num- 
bers, soliciting  for  a  Curacy,  a  poor  Provision  indeed.  Besides 
let  me  add,  that  the  American  Candidates  are  subject  to  the 
Danger  and  Expense  of  doubly  traversing  a  lai^e  Ocean,  and 
incurabred  with  Cliarges,  which  they  are  scarce  enabled  to  bear 
before  they  can  obtain  their  desire. 

Now,  if  this  Plan  shou'd'be  found  agreeable  to  the  Society,  i 
believe  I  cou'd  prevail,  upon  'some  of  those  Gentlemen  to  come 
over,  and.settlein  these  Vacancies,  whose  Characters  and  Qual- 
ifications cou'd  be  properly  ascertained. 

Remitting  your  recommendatory  letters,  thro'  Doctor  Audi 
muty  at  York,  wou'd  be  esteem'd  as  an  Obligation  conferr'd  oIj 
him,  who  is  with  Respect  and  Gratitude, 

Sir,  Tour  most  obedient, 

and  humble  Servant, 

WjM  Andkews. 

Schenectady,  lO'h  Decb^  1769- 

Since  my  sitting  down  to  write  this,  I  have  found  an  imme- 
diate Conveyance  to  York,  &  have  therefore  embraced  the  Oppor- 
tunity of  setting  off  to  Morrow  for  Albany.  Your  letter  then 
will  reach  me  by  means  of  D'  Auchmuty. 

Sir  William  Johnson  "Biirt. 
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Neiv  York,  28"^  Tani-y  1770. 

I  have  just  time  to  acknowledge  your  favor,  with  a  Draft 
inclos'd  on  M''  Mortier,  from  whom  I  have  receiv'd  Fitly  one 
pounds  Currency;  for  which  I  return  you  sincere  thanks  and 
shall  when  able  repay  you. 

Accompanying  this  I  send  you  a  letter  from  my  good  Friend 
M^  Barton,  who  recommends  me  to  you,  &  points  out  in  my  letter 
an  Indian  Mission — I  intended  after  my  Return  here  to  have 
receiv'd  instruction  in  their  Language  with  the  intention  of 
delivering  Discourses  amongst  them,  whenever  leisure  slion'd 
permit  from  tl^e  Duty  at  Schenectady— 

To  morrow  I  shall  proceed  on  my  way  to  London  by  Irelana 
in  order  to  have  my  age  properly  ascertain'd  &  with  the  View 
of  soUiciting  my  Brother,  (a  Clergyman)  to  accompany  me  to 
London  &  probably  I  may  prevail  on  him  to  come  over  with 
mer— Believe  me  to  be  with  the  greatest  sincerity. 
Sir,  yf  much  oblig'd  and  humble  serv' 

Wm.  Andsews. 

Sir  Wni  Johnson — 


EEYD.  DR.  AUCI-IMUTY  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Kew  York  May  the  W^mo. 
Worthy  Sir 

Your  two  last  favors  of  the  16'h  &  26*''  of  April  came  safe 
to  my  hands,  and  shall  be  perticularly  answered  by  the  next 
good  opportunity.  The  reason  of  my  ti-oubling  you  at  present 
is,  at  the  request  of  a  worthy  Brother  the  Bearer  of  this,  Mr. 
Forbes,  who  is  rambling  about  to  satisfy  his  curiosity.  He  in- 
tends to  pay  his  respects  to  you  considering  his  good  chai'acter, 
and  agreeable  behaviour  I  venture  to  recommend  him  to  your 
notice  ;  you  will,  as  he  is  a  Gentleman  and  scholar  be  greatly 

d  with  him.     lie  is  now  waiting  lor  this,  tlierefore  shall  only 
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add,  tlmt  I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  freedom,  I  have  taken,  aud 
be  assured  that  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Worfhy  Sir  Your  much  obliged  ob'  serv* 
To  Sir  William  Johnson.  Samuel  Auchmuty. 

P,  S.  Tour  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  was  immedi- 
iilely  sent  to  M'  Stuart,'  as  you  desired, 

TUB  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

New  York  May  the  20'''  1770. 
Sir  I  most  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  judicious  observa- 
tions in  your  last  Letter.  Infidelity  most  certainly  is  the  foun- 
tain from  whence  we  are  overwhelmed  with  misfortunes  and 
almost  brought  to  ruin,  Our  great  men.  Instead  of  being  care- 
ful pilots,  and  anxious  for  the  safety  of  the  Nation,  are  inveloped 
ill  false  pontic's — rack  their  invention,  &  exert  their  utmost 
abilities  to  aggrandize  themselves,  and  their  Families,  and  suffer, 
for  want  of  ti'ue  principles,  their  Sovereign  and  their  Counta-y  to 
be  tossed  to  and  fro  with  every  wind  of  popular  discontent, 
■without  guiding  the  Helm  with  prudence,  caution  and  Resolu- 
Hon.  The  Lords  Temporal  are  wholly  engrosssed  in  a  system 
of  Politic,  which  must  end  if  persevered,  in,  in  the  ruin  of 
themselves,  and  their  Countiy  ;  and  the  Lords  .Spiritual  while 
they  can  unmolested  enjoy  their  opulence,  &  weight  in  the 
Government,  pay  too  little  attention  toihe  distresses  and  injustice 
that  tlie  members  of  the  best  church  in  the  world  labor  under, 
in  America.  The  True  principles  of  a  good  Church  num,  are, 
a  true  regard  to  tlie  Laws  of  bis  God,  and  a  zealous  attachment 
to  his  lawful  Sovereign.  The  opposers  of  a  monarchical  Govern- 
ment (too  many  of  which  our  Nation  are  cursed  with)  are  a 
direct  contrast,  which  every  man's  experience,  if  he  has  ten 
grains  of  sense  or  five  of  honesty,  must  convince  him  of.  These 
men  are  ever  assuming  a  power,  have  once  had  it — made  a 
diabolical  use  of  it,  &  yet  have  the  audaciousness — the  wickedness, 
to  attempt  usurp  it  again,under  the  best  of  princes.  The  Clergy 
are  much  indebted  to  you,  worthy  Sir,  for  your  strong  attach- 
ment to  the  present  happy  Establishment  in  Church  and  State  ; 
and  for  your  animated  Letters  to  the  Minstiy  seting  forth  the 
1  For  a  biOgrapMcal  Kketch  ff  this  gentleiiiau,  see  the  end  of  this  series.— Ed. 
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necessity  of  an  American  Episcopate,  and  a  proper  notice  and 
regard  for  the  American  Churclies ;  whicli,  at  present,  are  left 
destitute  of  Pountenance  and  support;  subject  to  the  vile 
Ravages  of  Gotiis  and  Vandals — or  what  is  worse — inveterate 
malice  from  those  that  dare  to  stile  themselves  Cliristians.  May 
God  reform  them.  I  forgive  them,  but  forget  them,  I  hope  I 
never  shall — I  am  ordered  in  the  Name  of  our  Convention, 
which  met  at  my  house,  the  last  week  to  thank  you  for  the 
many  good  services  you  have  honored  us  with  ;  and  to  assure 
you  that  we  should  esteem  it  as  a  most  providential  Event,  if 
your  power  to  serve  us,  was  adequate  to  your  inclination — 
happy  should  we  be  was  this  the  Case.  I  therefore  Sir,  as 
president  of  the  Convention  pro  tempore  return  you  our  most 
sincere  and  grateful  Thanks,  for  the  exertion  of  your  Interest, 
in  favor  of  the  Church  of  England  in  America ;  and  for  the 
many  favors  we  have  received  from  you,  as  clergymen.  We 
have  still  to  beg,  that  the  discouragements  you  have  met  with, 
may  not  slacken  your  generous  Ardor  ;  or  provoke  you  to  cease 
your  application  at  Home  in  our  favor — i  e.  tor  the  preservation 
of  the  present  happy  establishment  in  Church  and  State,  whioh 
ought  to  be  as  firmly  settled  here,  as  in  Great  Britain,  we  most 
ardently  wish  you  every  Temporal  and  Spiritual  Blessings ;  &. 
beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  ws  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
honor  you  have  done  ns,  in  becoming  our  Friend  &  Patron. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you,  by  my  wortliy  Brothers,  Cooper 
&.  Inglis.  The  latter  ti-avels  for  Health,  the  former  because  he 
has  too  much.     I  almost  envy  them  their  happiness. 

I  have  received  a  Letter  from  M'  Stuart,  who  is  now  I  imagine 
plougmg  the  Ocean.  He  got  your  Letter  a  few  days  after  it 
came  to  my  hands. 

I  have  not  had  any  late  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society.  I  wish  tlmt  good  Body  would  adopt  the  Salutary 
advice  you  have  given  them ;  which  would  enable  them  to  be 
further  useful. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  long  Epistle ;  and,  be  assured 
that  I  am,  worthy  Sir,  with  great  sencerity  &  truth 

Tour  much  obliged  &  most  ob'  Serv' 
Sir  William  Johnson.  Samuel  Auchmuty. 
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Sill  WM  JOHNSON  TO  THE  REVD  Dli.  AUCHMUIT. 

Jolmson  hull  May  27'h  1770. 
Sir, 

I  tliiink  you  most  kindly  for  your  Letter  of  the  20"'  by  oiir 
Friends  D''  Cooper  &  M''  Ingiis  whom  I  very  highly  Esteem  &  iu 
whose  Society  1  have  spent  many  agreable  hours  during  which 
vre  have  Conversed  much  on  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  Their 
Speedy  return  prevents  me  from  Saying  much  to  you  by 
this  opportunity.  I  cannot  however  avoid  agreeing  with  you 
in  the  truth  of  your  Eemarks  on  the  present  unhappy  state  of 
affairs,  which  greatly  contribute  to  check  the  growth  &  prevent 
the  Success  of  the  National  Church,  I  hope  the  Government  will 
at  last  discover  the  Importance  of  giving  it  all  possible  Counten- 
ance, &.  that  whenever  party  shall  so  far  Subside  as  to  enable 
them  to  act  without  the  apprehension  of  giving  oifence  to  others 
its  Enemies,  that  they  will  afford  it  the  required  support. 

I  most  kindly  thank  the  Convention  for  the  favorable  senti 
ments  tliey  entertained  of  my  endeavors  in  the  Cause  of  our 
Religion,  and  I  assure  you  &  them,  that  I  shall  omit  no  opportu- 
nity lor  demonstrating  the  sincerity  of  my  attachm'  thereto,  by 
promoting  its  Interest  aa  far  as  my  little  Interest  &abilities  shall 
Enable  me,  at  the  same  time  wishing  that  we  may  spedily  hear 
more  agreable  news  from  England  &  Assuring  you  that  I  am 
always  with  great  Truth  Sir  &c 

J)'  Auchmuty 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  UEVD  MR.  INGLIS. 

Johnson  hall  Nov      1770. 
Bear  Sir. 

I  was  lately  agreably  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  25"i 
ult"^  accomp^ied  with  your  pratty  present  for  your  Godsou  the 
Indian  Boy,  which  with  your  Letter  to  his  father  was  receiveo 
with  Extraordinai-y  marks  of  Gratitude  aud  Thanks,  so  that  i». 
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would  be  hard  to  say  which  were  best  pleased,  The  Boy  with 
his  finery  or  the  parents  witli  that  Token  of  your  remembranee 
&  the  Letter  wliich  they  tJiink  greatly  of,  Tlie  Father  was 
greatly  distressed  how  to  Express  his  thanks  to  you  but  at  last 
wrote  the  Letter  wch  I  now  enclose,  and  after  Lamenting  tliat  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  make  you  a  return  suitable  to  his  IncU- 
ri:i  [ions  he  begged  that  I  might  send  you  a  Leathern  Lap  Decorated 
&  wJiich  he  gave  me  for  that  purpose  adding  that  as  lie  had  worn 
it  often  in  the  field,  wlien  in  Arms  against  our  Enemys,  it  might 
still  be  considered  as  an  emblem  of  his  attachment. 

I  sincerely  wisli  that  the  ludians  -desires  as  Expressed  a^t  tlie 
late  Congress  joyned  to  my  Strong  recommendations  may  awaken 
the  attention  of  Government  to  affairs  of  Rehgion,  whicli  under 
such  auspices  woidd  soon  flourish  and  Expand.  Tlie  Informa- 
tion you  gave  me  concerning,  the  appropriating  the  Quit  rents 
to  these  uses,  is  I  appreiiend  a  matter  that  may  rather  be  wished 
for,  than  Expected,  as  the  Quit  rents  are  greatly  encreased  by 
so  many  late  Grants,  and  altho'  they  are  but  very  irregularly 
paid  must  far  Exceed  the  Sum  you  Mention,  however  if  you 
could  procure  tlie  ann'  amount  of  them,  and  let  me  know  it,  I 
shall  consider  it  farther,  and  see  Whether  there  may  not  be 
some  prospect  of  Success  from  such  an  appUcation. 

As  to  the  Nova  Scotia  iVTission,  when  I  consider,  the  Small 
number  of  the  Indians,  and  their  present  dependant  state  there, 
together  with  its  being  made  in  consequence  of  tlieir  threats,  I 
can  hardly  think  that  the  Government  will  disregard  the 
entreaties  of  a  people  whose  power  and  Capacity  so  far  exceeds 
tliose  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  whose  friendship  &  alliance  is  so  much 
more  interesting  to  us. 

It  must  have  been  thro'  hurry  that  I  neglected  giving  you  in 
my  former  Letter,  the  Numbers  of  the  other  Indians  wlucn  I  am 
well  acquainted  with.  The  Onondagas  can  muster  about  200 
fighting  Men,  Tlie  Cayugas  about  360,  The  Senecas,  including 
those  of  tliis  about  1000.  but  tliere  are  besides,  many  of  every 
Nation  Settled  with  other  Tribes  at  and  about  tlie  Suquehanaa 
&ca  which  if  added  to  their  respective  Nations  would  encrease 
the  number,  and  the  Tusearoras,  alone  since  the  last  body  ol  tliem 
ciimefroin  the  Soatiuvard  tu  loyii  the  rest  may  now  [make]  abt 
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near  350.  so  tliat  the  Whole  of  the  Six  Nations  without  including 
any  others  will  Amount  to  3000  fighting  Men,  by  which  the 
Number  of  souls  may  be  calculated  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  am  sensible  that  Examgle  will  go  fkrtber  than  precept  in  the 
Introducing  Arts  or  Mechanics  amongst  them  The  advantage  of 
which  they  will  dally  grow  more  sensible  of.  B'  Wheelock  has 
been  so  sanguine  in  these  matters  that  he  has  made  no  advances 
worth  mentioning  in  that  way  whatever  may  be  reported,  as  to 
Smiths  they  are  so  necessary  to  them  that  they  would  readily 
admit  them  and  indeed  they  were  formerly  allowed  them  in  their 
viU^es  at  the  Expense  of  the  GoTemment,  &  perfiaps  Carpen- 
ters might  also  be  agreahle  for  if  these  Mechanics  were  well 
inspected  &  Confined  solely  to  their  Trades,  (which  is  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  effect)  some  of  the  Indians  would  doubtles  be 
allured  in  a  little  time  to  apply  themselves  to  Ai-ts  so  usefull  to 
themselves,  &  their  proficiency  in  one  or  Two  Arts,  beyond 
which  we  should  not  go  in  the  beginning  would  prepare  them  to 
receive  others  which  at  present  are  not  necessary  to  their  manner 
of  Living — Tho'  fai'ming  would  he  a  most  necessary  acquire- 
ment, and  whicli  I  believe  they  may  be  brought  to  in  Time. 
Yet  I  fear  it  cannot  be  attempted,  such  Arts  as  are  necessary  to 
their  present  mode  of  Life  will  not  alarm  them,  but  any  that 
will  tend  to  introdace  a  Change  therein,  must  be  deferred  for  a 
time,  ag  there  is  nothing  which  they  so  much  dread  as  the 
alienation  of  thelrpeoples  minds  from  tliose  piu'suits  &  Exercises 
by  which  alone  they  apprehend  that  their  Liberties  ai-e  preserved. 

I  thank  you  Ibr  tlie  political  hints  you  gave  me,  and  presume 
that  by  this  time  the  Disposition  of  our  Governor  is  better  known, 
being  inclined  to  tliink  that  he  will  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  any 
designing  party. 

Before  Closing  my  Letter  M'  Stuart  aiTived  '&.  delivered  me 
your  favor  of  the  23''  ult",  I  had  seen  him  before  he  went  for 
Orders,  and  believe  him  to  be  a  discreet,  sensible  man,  The 
Mohocks  being  now  almost  all  abroad  on  their  Winter  hunt,  He 
cannot  enter  upon  his  Mission  with  Effect  for  some  little  time 
he  is  to  be  Introduced  to  those  that  are  at  home  immediately 
and  I  shall  direct  him  in  the  means  of  beginning  to  acquire  theij 
Language,  without  delay  as  it  is  so  Essential  to  his  Success,  of 
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wTiich  I  have  not  the  Least  doubt  if  Conducted  properly  to 
which  end  my  advice  and  endeavors  shall  be  always  Chearfully 
bestowed.  I  have  a  few  Lines  by  him  from  D'  Burton  wlierein 
is  mentioned  tlie  Societys  approbation  of  and  allowance  to  M" 
Hall,  to  be  flxedat  Conojoharee  until  lie  has  taken  Orders.  The 
design  is  good,  and  I  wish  he  was  now  there  to  enter  upon  it^-I 
have  built  a  handsome  Church  there  at  my  own  Expence'  Tho' 
I  had  been  promised  tlie  assistance  of  others  but  the  tfmes  did 
not  admit  of  it,  and  as  that  village  is  equal  in  zeal  &  attacliment 
to  the  Mohocks  and  is  30  miles  farther  up  the  Country,  M'  Halls 
establishment  &  success  tliere  will  contribute  greatly  to  enlarge 
the  design  of  the  plan,  and  to  point  out  its  benefits  to  the  pubhc, 
which  so  soon  as  these  persons  are  properly  Seated  and  liave 
acquired  a  share  of  tlie  Language  and  Coniidence  of  the  Indians, 
may  be  so  far  Extended  as  to  comprehend  all  that  can  be  wished 
for,  to  form  one  vast  &  Generous  design. 

It  is  extremely  probable  that  a  War  with  Spain  is  not  very 
distant,  and  indeed  I  believe  it  is  Covetted  by  many  people  but 
Spain  will  have  powerfull  alliances,  and  without  great  Cai-e 
France,  may  give"  us  fresh  trouble  in  America,  particularly  tliro' 
the  Influence  they  still  retain  over,  so  many  Indian  Nations.  I 
am  much  obliged  to  the  worthy  D''  Jolmson  for  his  kind  remem- 
brance and  sincerely  wish  him  all  happiness.  My  Son,  who 
desires  his  Complements  to  you  purposes  to  visit  N  York  soon 
Col :  Johnson  also  desires  to  be  kindly  remembered,  and  be 
assured  that  I  am  always  with  perfect  regard 

Deal-  Sir  &c. 

The  EevJ  M''.  Clia»  Inglis. 

1  An  account  of  monies  expended  hj  JohnDanl.  Muller  in  building  a  Church 
at  Canajoiiiiry,  for  tlie  use  of  the  Indiatts  liy  the  divection  of  the  Honhle  Sir 
William  Johnson.    £459.1  11. 
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SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  ARTHUR  LEE  ESQ.,  M.  D.  F,  R.  S; 

ON    THE   COSTOMSj    MAKNEItS    AJSD   LANGUAGES   OF  THE  INDIANS. 

Jolmson  hall  Feby  SSt'^  1771. 
Sir, 

I  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to  the  public  if  I  withheld  from 
a  Gentleman  of  D''  Lee's  Character  any  information  I  am  capable  of 
aifording  on  the  subject  of  y  Letter  wch  tliro'  my  Absence  from 
home  havg  been  some  time  in  the  Ind.  Country  &  since  entirely 
occupied  with  affairs  of  a  public  nature,  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  ans^  tin  now. 

I  am  only  apprehensive  that  any  account  in  my  power 
respecting  such  enquirya  amongst  the  unlettered  Indians  will 
prove  inadequate  to  the  Expectations  formed  in  yoiu'  Letter,  not- 
withstanding my  long  residence  in  this  country,  J"  of  more  than 
thirty  eight  years,"]  the  Nature  of  my  office  and  the  most  diligent 
enquirys  into  these  cui'ious  particulars,  I  find  all  researches  of 
that  sort  for  reasons  which  I  shall  give  presently  involved  in 
such  diiScultys  &  uncertainty  as  to  afford  but  slender  satisfac- 
tion: At  least  far  short  of  my  inclination  to  gratify  your  desire 
thereon — however  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  some  attonement 
by  giving  you  some  ace'  of  these  difficulties  together  with  such 

3  AaTHnn  Leb  was  born  in  Tirgbia  on  the  20th  Dec.  1740.  He  naa  sent  at  an 
early  age  to  Eton,  and  afterwards  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  ob- 
tamed  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  ViGi.  He  returned  to  hia  native 
coTintrj  where  he  practised  his  profession  for  a  short  period,  but  soon  went 
to  London  and  entered  the  Temple  with  a  view  of  being  called  to  the  bar. 
Here  he  became  tie  associate  or  correspondent  of  the  prindpal  literary  and 
Bcientiflo  men  of  the  day,  and  was  elected  Fellow  of  the  Eoyal  Sooioty.  Pre- 
rioDB  to  the  EeTOlmion,  he  acted  aa  agent  in  England  for  tlieProTinees  of  Maasa- 
chuseits  and  Vir^ia,  and  In  that  capacity  acquitted  himself  as  a  Bealoua  and 
sonnd  friend  of  American  hbertj.  In  1776,  he  was  appointed,  conjointly  with 
Dr,  Franklin  and  StlasDea[ie,.Comml8sioners  to  Franco  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  assisted  in  negotiating  the  Treaty  between  -Uiese  conntries.  He  re- 
turned to  America  in  1780  and  in  1734  was  appointed  one  of  the  OommissionerB 
to  treat  with.the  Sis  Nations.  He  executed  this  trust  at  Fort  Schuyler,  (now 
Roma,  Oneida  Co.)  with  much  credit.  He  died,  unmarried,  Dec.  12,  1782, 
aged  nearly  62  years.  He  was  a  distinguished  scholar,  and  a  statesman,  rigid  in 
principle  and  imaullied  in  integrity,  His  life  by  R.  H.  Lee,  was  published  in  2 
Tols.  8to.  in  1829. — Ed. 
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other  bints  as  from  tlie  motives  of  enquiry  suggested  in  youi- 
Letter  may  I  ilatter  myself  prove  of  some  little  use,  or  aiimse- 
men  to  you. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  Inlarge  on  the  want  of  Laws, 
Government,  Letters  or  such  other  particuiai-s  as  are  to  be  found 
in  most  authors  who  liave  treated  of  the  N.  Amer"  Indians. 
These  are  general  observations  as  generally  known  To  shew 
wherein  they  are  defective  and  tc  acco'  for,  by  sette  fortli  the 
present  state  of  the  sev'  Indian  Nations  is  a  subject -of  greater 
importance  it  will  lead  to  other  matters  more  Interesting. 

I  must  therefore  observe  that  the  customs  and  manners  of  the 
Indians  ai'e  in  sev'  cases  liable  to  changes,  which  have  not  been 
thoroughly  considered  by  authors  and  therefore  the  description 
of  them  (as  is  usual)  at  any  one  particular  period  niust  be 
insuificient,  and  I  must  furth''  premise  that  I  mean  to  confine 
my  observations  to  those  of  Northei'n  Nations  ivith  whom  I  have 
the  most  acquaintance  and  intercourse. 

In  all  inquii'ies  of  this  sort,  we  should  Cistlnguisli  between 
the  more  remote  Tribes  &  those  Indn=  who  from  their  having 
been  next  to  our  settlem*^  for  sev'  years,  &  relying  solely  on  oral 
Tradition  for  the  support  of  their  Ancient  usages,  have  lost 
great  part  of  them,  &  liave  blended  some  witli  Customs  amongst 
oui'selves,  so  as  to  render  it  Extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble to  Trace  their  Customs  to  their  origin  or  to  discover  their 
Explication,  Again,  Those  Indians  wlio  are  a  degree  farther 
removed  havs  still  a  good  deal  of  Intercourse  with  our  Traders 
and  have  altered  tlieii-  system  of  Politicks,  tbo'  they  still  retain 
many  Ancient  Customs,  they  are  much  at  a  Loss  to  account  for 
them,  wliUst  those  who  are  far  removed  from  any  intercourse 
vvitli  the  whites,  (a  few  Traders  excepted)  ai-e  still  in  possess" 
of  the  greatest  part  of  tlieir  primitive  usages  tho'  they  cannot . 
§ivea  satisfactory  ace'  of  their  original  signification,  and  have  so 
Wended  the  whole  with  fable,  as  to  render  it  matter  of  great 
diilicidty  to  Separate  the  Truth  from  it,  add  to  this  that  above 
a  Century  ago  they  had  French  Jesuits  amongst  them,  who  partly 
for  Religious  purposes,  but  chieily  to  serve  particular  ends  in 
the  Wars  they  often  fomented,  introduced  some  of  their  own 
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invoiiTions  which  the  present  generation  coufound  with  their 
ancient  Ceremonies. 

So  far  as  the  remai-ks  are  Confined  to  the  Confederacy  of  the 
6  Nat^.  tlie  Mohocks,  who  have  long  lived  within  our  settlem'-*' 
come  under  the  first  predicament,  tho'  greatly  reduced  in  num- 
ber they  are  still  the  acknowledged  Head  of  that  Alliance,  but 
in  their  present  State  they  have  less  Intercourse  with  the  Ind*  & 
more  w""  us  tlian  formerly  besides  wch  they  are  at  present 
members  ef  the  Chh,  of  England,  most  of  them  read  &  sev^ 
Write  very  well,  Wlien  therefore  they  subscribe  an  ordinary 
Deed,  they  frequently  make  use  of  a  Cross,  after  the  Example 
of  the  Illiterate  amongst  us  &  sometimes  with  their  names ;  but 
in  things  of  much  Consequence  they  ustially  dehneate  a  Steel, 
such  as  is  used  to  sti-ike  fire  out  of  Flint,  which  being  the 
symbol  of  theii'  Nation,  This  Steel  they  call  Canniah — &  them- 
selves Canniungaes,  but  from  hence,  little  can  be  deduced,  as 
they  had  not  the  use  of  any  insti-ument  in  that  form  before  theii- 
Commerce  with  the  Whites. 

The  Tuscaroras  I  omit  as  they  are  a  south"  peeple  not  long 
introduced  into  the  Alliance  maJdng  the  6  nat". 

The  Oneidas  who  inhabit  the  Country  a  little  beyond  the 
settlements,  are  in  tlie  nest  Class  for  a]tho',some  efibrts  have  been 
made  to  Civilize  and  Christianize  them,  a  great  part  are  still  in 
the  primitive  way,  but  being  also  reduced  in  numbers  &  their 
political  system  much  changed,  their  Intercourse  with  the  more 
remote  Indians  is  lessened,  and  their  knowledge  of  ancient 
usages  decayed.  They  have  in  use  [asj  Symbols,  a  Tree,  by 
which  they  wi  Express  Stahility.  But  their  true  Symbol  is  a 
Stone  called  Onoya,  and  they  call  themselves  Onoyuts  a  particu- 
lar Inst'^s  of  wch  I  can  give  &om  an  Expedt'  I  went  on  to  Lake 
St.  Sacrament  in  1746,  when  to  shew  the  Enemy  the  strength  of 
our  Ind"  Alliances  I  desired  Each  Nation  to  affix  their  Symbol 
to  a  Tree  [to  alarm]  the  French  :  the  Oneydas  put  up  a  stone 
wch  they  painted  Red. 

The  Onondagas  whose  residence  are  40.  miles  farther  are 
somewhat  better  versed  in  the  Customs  of  their  ancestors,  they 
call  themselves  people  of  the  Great  Mountain. 
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The  Cayugas  who  are  about  the  same  distance  beyond  them, 
have  for  their  Symbol  a  pipe. 

The  Senecas  are  the  most  numerous  &  most  distant  of  the  six 
Nat'J  have  sev'  Towns  &  Symbols  from  well  however  little  can 
be  understood,  and  leaving  this  Confederacy  we  shall  find  that 
the  Nations  to  the  North  West  tho  they  have  their  Symbols, 
they  are  not  able  to  Explain  to  any  degree  of  Satisfaction,  for  as 
they  scatter  more  in  quest  of  a  livelyhood  they  have  not  the  same 
opportimitys  or  inclination  to  Cultivate  &  Explain  oral  Tradi- 
tion. To  the  South  West  the  Indians  are  better  versed  in  those 
matters  but  this  is  a  field  too  large  for  w'  I  now  propose,  tho'  by 
other  opportunitys  I  shall  most  wilhngly  assist  your  Enquiries 
therein. 

[With  respect  to  your  questions  concerning  the  chief  magis- 
trate, or  sachem,  and  how  he  acquires  his  authority,  &c.  I  ara 
to  acquaint  you,  that  there  is  in  every  nation,  a  sachem,  or  chief, 
who  appears  to  have  some  authority  over  tlie  rest,  and  it  ia 
greatest  among  the  most  distant  nations.  But  in  most  of  those 
bordering  on  our  settlements,  liis  authority  is  scarcely  discerni- 
ble, he  seldom  assuming  any  power  before  his  people.  And 
indeed  this  Immility  is  judged  the  best  policy;  for  wanting  coer- 
cive power,  their  commands  would  perhaps  occasion  assassina- 
tion, whicli  sometimes  happens.  The  sachems  of  each  tribe  are 
usually  chosen  in  a  public  assembly  of  the  chiefs  and  waiTlors, 
whenever  a  vacancy  happens  by  death  or  otherwise;  they  are 
generally  chosen  for  their  sense  and  bravery,  from  among  the 
oldest  warriors,  and  approved  of  byaU  theti'ibe;  on  which  tliey 
are  saluted  sachems.  There  are  however  several  exceptions; 
tor  some  families  have  a  kind  of  inheritance  in  the  oiBce,  and 
are  called  to  this  station  in  their  infancy. 

The  chief  sachem,  by  some  called  the  king,  is  so,  either  by 
inlieritance,  or  by  a  kind  of  tacit  consent,  the  consequence  of 
his  superior  abilities  and  influence.  The  duration  of  his  author- 
ity depends  much  on  his  own  wisdom,  the  number  and  conse- 
quence of  liis  relations,  and  the  strength  of  his  particular  tribe. 
But  even  in  those  cases  where  it  descends,  should  the  successor 
appear  unequal  to  the  task,  some  other  sachem  is  sure  to  possess 
himself  of  the  power  and  the  duties  of  the-  office.     I  sliould 

Vol.  IV  28 
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have  observed,  that  military  services  are  the  chief  recommenda- 
tions to  this  rank.  And  it  appears  pretty  clearly,  that  hereto- 
fore the  chief  of  a  nation  had,  in  some  sniall  degree,  the  author- 
ity of  a  sovereign.  This  is  now  the  fact  among  the  most  remote 
Indians.  But  as,  since  the  introduction  of  fire  arms,  they  no 
longer  iiglit  in  close  bodies,  but  every  man  is  his  own  general, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  this  has  contributed  to  lessen  the  power 
of  a  chief,  This  chief  of  a  wiiole  nation  has  the  custody  of  the 
belts  of  wampum,  &c.  which  are  as  recx)rds  of  public  transac- 
tions: he  prompts  the  spealrers  at  all  treaties,  and  proposes 
affairs  of  consequence.  The  chief  sachems  form  the  grand 
council;  and  those  of  eaeli  tribe  often  deliberate  on  the  affairs 
of  theii-  particular  tribes.  All  their  deliberations  are  conducted 
with  extraordinary  regularity  and  decorum.  They  never  inter- 
rupt him  who  is  speaking;  nor  use  harsh  language,  whatever 
may  be  their  thoughts.  The  cliiefs  assume  most  authority  in 
the  field,  but  this  must  be  done,  even  there,  with  great  caution; 
as  a  head  warrior  thinks  himself  of  most  consequence  in  that 
place. 

The  Indians  believe  in,  and  are  much  afraid  of  witchcraft: 
those  suspected  of  it  are  therefore  often  punished  with  death. 
Seveial  nations  are  equally  severe  on  those  guilty  of  theft,  a 
Clime  indeed  uncommon  among  them;  but  in  cases  of  murder, 
the  relations  are  kft  to  take  what  revenge  they  please.  In 
general,  they  aie  unwilling  to  inflict  capital  punishments,  as 
these  defeat  their  giand  political  object,  which  is,  to  increase 
their  numheis  by  ill  po'JSible  means. 

On  then  haunts,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  they  are  strict 
obiseiveis  of  meum  and  tuum,  and  this  from  principle,  holding 
theft  m  contempt,  so  that  they  are  rarely  guilty  f  t  t!  h 
tempted  bi  aiticles  of  much  value.  Neither  do  the  sti  n 
attempt  to  seize  the  piey  ot  the  weak;  and  1  mu  t  d  tl  em  tl  e 
justice  to  say  that,  unless  heited  by  liquor,  nfi  n  d  by 
revenge,  then  ideas  ot  light  and  wrong  and  tl  j  a  t  n 
consequence  of  them,  \\nuld,  jf  more  known,  do  them  much 
honoui  It  IS  tiue,  that  having  been  often  deceived  by  us  in 
the  purchase  oi  lands,  m  tiade,  and  other  transactions,  many 
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of  them  begin  now  to  act  the  same  part.  But  this  reflects  most 
on  those  who  set  them  the  example. 

As  to  your  remark  on  their  apparent  repugnance  to  civiliza- 
tion, I  must  observe,  that  tliis  is  not  owing  to  any  viciousness 
of  their  nature,  or  want  of  capacity;  as  they  liave  a  strong 
genius  for  ai'ts,  and  uncommon  patience.  I  believe  they  ai'e 
put  to  the  English  schools  too  late,  and  sent  back  too  soon  to 
their  people,  whose  political  maxim,  Spartan  like,  is  to  discoun- 
tenance all  pursuits  but  war,  holding  all  other  knowledge  as 
unworthy  the  dignity  of  man,  and  tending  to  enervate  and 
divert  them  from  that  warfare  on  which  they  conceive  their 
liberty  and  happiness  depend.  These  sentiments  constantly 
instilled  into  the  minds  of  youth,  and  illusb-ated  by  examples 
drawn  from  the  contemptible  state  of  the  domesticated  tribes, 
leave  lasting  impressions:  and  can  hardly  be  defeated  by  an 
ordinary  school  education. 

I  wish  my  present  leisure  would  allow  me  to  give  you  as  many 
specimens  of  their  lanuage  as  would  shew  that,  though  not  very 
wordy,  it  Is  extremely  emphatical ;  and  their  style  adorned  with 
noble  images,  strong  metaphors,  aiid  equal  in  allegory  to  many 
of  the  Eastern  nations.  The  article  is  contained  in  the  noun  by 
varying  the  termination  ;  and  the  adjective  is  combined  luto  one 
word.  Thns  of  Echin,  a  man,  and  Gowana,  great,  is  formed 
Echingowana,  a  great  man.  Caghyunghaw  is  a  creek ;  Caghyimgha, 
a  river.  Caghyungkaowana,  a  great  river,  Caghyungheeo,  a  fine 
river.  Haga  the  inhabitants  of  any  place,  and  tierkatn  the 
morning;  so,  if  they  speak  of  eastern  people,  they  say  lierhans-aga 
or  people  of  the  morning.  Eso  is  expressive  of  a  great  quantity, 
and  Esogee  is  the  superlative.  The  words  Goronta  and  Golota 
which  yon  mention  are  not  of  the  Six  nations,  but  of  a  Southern 
language.  It  is  curious  to  observe,  that  they  have  various  modes 
of  speech  and  phrazes  peculiar  to  each  age  and  sex,  which  they 
strictly  observe.  For  instance,  a  man  says,  when  he  is  hungry, 
Cadagcariax,  which  is  expressive  both  of  his  want  and  of  the 
animal  food  he  requires  to  supply  it ;  whilst  a  child  says,  in  the 
same  circumstances,  Caw/sore,' tliat  is,  I  require  spoon  meat,] 

There  is  so  remarkablg  a  difference  in  the  Language  of  the 
Five  nations,  from  all  the  rest  as  affords  some  grounds  for 
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enquiring  into  their  distinct  Origin,  for  tlie  Indians  north  cf  the 
S*  Lawrence  those  West  of  the  Great  LaJccs  with  the  few  who 
inhabit  the  Sea  Coasts  of  New  England,  &  those  again  who  live 
about  the  Oliio  notwithstanding  the  respective  distances  between 
them  Speak  a  language  Radically  the  same  &  can  In  gen^  com- 
municate their  "Wants  to  each  other ;  Whilst  the  Nations  who 
live  in  the  midst  of  them,  are  Incapable  of  Conveys  a  Single  Idea 
to  their  neighbours,  neither  can  they  pronounce  a  Word  of  their 
langa*  with  correctness.  There  is  indeed  some  diiference  of 
Dialect  amongst  the  5  nations  themselves,  but  tMs  is  little  more 
than  may  be  found  in  the  Provinces  of  large  States  in  Europe. 

In  particiilar  the  letters  M  and  P  which  Occurs  so  frequently 
in  the  Languages  of  tlie  rest,  cannot  be  pronounced  by  the  5 
nations  without  tlie  utmost  difficulty,  &  are  not  in  their  language. 

But  to  proceed  to  what  I  have  before  proposed.  The  Indians 
taken  Collectively  did  Certainly  a  few  Centurys  ago  live  under 
some  more  Order  &  Gov'  than  they  do  at  present — this  "may  seem 
odd,  but  it  is  the  Truth  for  their  Intercourse  in  gen'  being  with 
tiie  Lower  Class  of  our  Traders  they  learn  little  from  us  but 
Vices,  &  Their  long  Wars  together  with  the  Immoderate  use  of 
Spirituous  Liquors  have  so  reduced  them  as  to  render  that  ord^ 
wch  was  first  instituted  unnecessary  &  impracticable.  Add  to 
this  that  since  the  reduction  of  Canada,  their  System  of  politicics 
is  changed,  Tlieir  Eyes  are  upon  us,  whom  they  consider  as  a 
people  too  formidable,  &  much  of  their  Time  is  mucli  spent  in 
Intrigues  of  State  to  wch  other  matters  have  given  place. 

Eut  tho  it  does  not  appear  that  they  had  the  use  of  Letters 
yet  tlie  traces  of  Government  may  stiE  be  seen,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  they  made  use  of  Hieroglj"phics  Tho 
they  Neglect  them  at  present,  for  Hieroglyphicks  are  understood 
to  be  figures,  intended  to  conceal  somewhat  from  the  Vulgar, 
But  theira  are  drawn  to  the  utmost  of  their  skill  to  represent 
the  thing  intended,  for  Instance,  when  they  go  to  War,  they  paint 
some  trees  with  the  figures  of  men,  often  the  exact  number  of 
their  party,  and  if  they  go  by  Water,  they  delineate  a  Canoe, 
when  they  make  any  atchievement,  they  mark  the  Handle  of 
their  Tomahawks  with  human  figures  to  signify  prisoners,  bodies 
without  heads  to  express  scalps.     The  figures  which  they  affix  to 
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Deeds,  have  led  some  to  imagiae  that  they  had  Chai'acters  or  an 
Alphabet.  The  case  is  this,  every  Nation  is  divided  into  a 
Certain  Numbei-  of  Tiibes,  of  which  some  have  3.  as  the  Turtle, 
Bear  &  Wolf,  to  wch  others  add  the  Snalie,  Deer,  &ca,  each  of 
These  Tribes  form  a  Little  Comnimiity  within  the  Nation,  and 
as  the  Nation  has  its  pecuUar  Symbol  so  each  Tribe  lias  f^ie 
peculiar  Badge  from  whence  it  is  denominated,  and  a  Sachem 
of  each  Tribe  being  a  necessary  party  to  a  fair  Conveyance  such 
Sachim  affixes  the  Mark  of  the  Tribe  thereto,  wch  is  not  that 
of  a  pai-ticiitar  family  (unless  the'whole  Tribe  is  so  deemed)  but 
rather  as  the  publick  Seal  of  a  Corporation. 

As  lihis  Letter  is  ali'cady  of  an  Immoderate  Length,  I  shall 
only  at  present  add,  that  with  respect  to  the  Deed  of  1726,  of 
well  you  sent  me  the  Signatures,  The  Transaction  was  in  some 
measure  of  a  partial  nature,  wch  I  can  another  time  Explain.  All 
the  Nations  of  tlie  Confed'^y  did  not  Subscribe  it,  and  those  Chiefi 
that  did  neglec'^''  to  pay  due  regard  [to]  their  proper  Symbols, 
but  signed  agreeable  to  fancy,  of  wliich  I  iiave  seen  other 
Instances,  altho''  the  manner  I  have  mentioned  is  the  most 
authentic  and  agreeable  to  their  orig'  practise. 

As  to  the  information  wch  you  observe  I  formerly  Transmitted 
to  the  Govf  of  N.  York  concernhig  the  belt  &  15  Bloody  Sticks 
sent  by  the  Mississagaes,  The  like  is  very  Comon  and  the  Ind^ 
use  Sticks  as  well  to  Express  the  alliance  of  Castles  as  the 
number  of  Individuals  in  a  party,  These  Sticks  are  generally  ab^  6 
Inches  in  length  &  very  slender  &  painted  Bed  if  the  Subject  is 
War  but  without  any  peculiarity  as  to  Shape.  Theh-  belts  are 
mostly  black  Wampuin,  painted  red  when  they  denote  War  they 
describe  Castles  sometunes  upon  them  as  square  figures  of  White 
Wampiun,  &  in  AiUanccs  Human  figures  holding  a  Chain  of 
friendship,eachfigurerepresentganation,aiiase  is  also  sometimes 
described  wch  is  always  an  Emblem  of  War,  The  Taking  it  up  is  a 
Declaration  [of  war]  and  the  burying  it  a  token  of  Peace,  But  as  I 
have  accounted  for  not  entering  into  farther  particular's  at  present, 
I  shall  conclude  w""  assuring  you  that  If  these  loose  remarks  prove 
of  any  use  to  you,  I  shall  readily  descend  to  any  other  matters  of 
Information  that  may  demonstrate  how  much  I  am  Sir  &g, 

NwE,— Theportioiisof  tlicauovs  leUer  iiitJiicleil  vrftlim  [     ]  are  taken  fl'on; 
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SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  KEVD.  MR.  BARTON. 

Johnson  hall  Feby  SS'"  1771. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  kind  letter  of  )ast  July  would  not  have  remained  so  long 
unanswered,  had  it  not  been  mislaid  for  some  time  after  a  late 
tedious  Indisposition.  I  am  Mly  persuaded  that  you  would 
have  answered  the  pne  I  formerly  wrote  you,  but  we  must 
expect  that  some  letters  will  miscarry,  of  which  I  have  met  with 
many  Instances  nearer  home; 

I  am  unable  to  make  a  Suitable  retui'n  for  the  Warm  Wishes 
you  Express  for  me,  but  I  feel  them  very  sensibly,  and  you  have 
every  tiling  in  Answer  that  the  strongest  friendship  can  dictate, 
and  I  cannot  but  greatly  regret  your  distance  &  the  peculiai'ity 
of  your  situation  which  deprives  me  of  the  opportunity  of  a 
more  friendly  intercourse,  often  Wishing  that  you  could  partake 
in  the  pleasing  prospects  which  this  Country  now  affords  from 
the  advancement  of  religion,  and  the  Improvements  in  Cultivation . 

M''  Stewart  has  been  for  some  time  at  his  mission  where  he  is 
much  Esteemed  not  only  by  the  Indians  but  by  the  Dutch 
Inhabitants  who  constantly  resort  to  his  Church  Ma  situation 
enables  me  to  see  him  often,  and  I  have  great  hopes  irom  his 
appointment,  M'  Hall'  has  an  allowance  from  the  Society  and 
is  to  reside  at  Canajoharie  (where  at  my  Cost  I  have  built  a 
handsome  Church)  until  he  is  of  age  to  take  Orders  M'  Andrews, 
who  has  brought  oyer  a  Wife,  is  long  since  at  Schenectady,  he  is 
sensible,  and  will  I  believe  be  of  great  use  (.here  being  Connected 
With  a  principal  Inhabitant  of  that  place  his  Congregation  is  as 

the  abridged  Philos.  Trans,  of  tho  Ko]'aI  Soo;  of  London,  XII.  407-409.  They 
were  added,  we  presume,  to  the  final  Copy  sent  to  England,  as  they  are  not  in 
the  original  draught  wMeli  we  follow  for  the  other  portions  of  the  letter.  We  have 
taken  the  liberty  f«  insevt  them,  with  this  explanation,  in  order  to  flirnish  to  the 
reader  all  Sir  Wm,  Johnson's  observations  on  this  intei'eating  subject. 

1  Graduated  at  Philadelphia  Coll.  and  was  sent  to  Canajoharie  to  learn  the 
Indian  language,  "  that  he  may  be  qaaliflod  to  be  Cateohist  and  Schoolmaster  in 
that  place  imtill  auch  time  as  he  shall  be  able  to  come  over  to  falte  orders  and  he 
appointed  amMonary," — •Sbstraet  for  1711  His  Salary  was  £40.  Ho  remain- 
ed there  only  a.  ycmv. 
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yet  small  but  zealous,  &  litely  to  Increase.  The  only  mission 
in  this  Quai'ter  as  yet  unsupplied  is  mine  at  Johns  Town,  the 
Clmrch  at  which  being  small  &  very  ill  built  I  am  preparing 
Stone  &  materials  for  Erecting  one  much  stronger  and  larger, 
that  will  accomdate  near  1000  Souls. 

I  am  sorry  you  did  not  see  my  Letter  to  D''  Smith  I  do  assure 
you  that,  I  thought  seriously  of  your  desire  respecting  a  piece 
of  Land,  but  as  there  was  none  to  be  liad  in  such  a  situation  as 
to  make' it  imediately  of  any  value,  &  as  tie  Patent  fees  &  Quit 
rent  is  so  very  high  here  I  Judged  it  imprudent  to  engage  you 
in  what  must  be  Imediately  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  Ex- 
pense, and  miglit  lye  as  a  dead  Charge  on  you  for  many  Yeai's, 
because  so  many  large  Tracts  are  Patented  which  the  owners  do 
not  know  what  t-)  do  with  and  which  affords  Choice  to  settlers 
at  very  low  rates.  I  hope  by  tills  time  that  the  Connecticutians 
are  pretty  easy  and  that  you  are  reinstated  in  your  places  iu  the 
New  Purchase,  but  whether,  or  not  I  am  in  nowise  apprehensive 
tJiat  you  want  Philosophy  enough  to  support  Losses,  you  could 
not  give  such  a  Cliearful  Descriptioo  of  your  agreable  Home- 
stead unless  you  were  superior  to  Disappointments,  I  hope  you 
will  allways  Continue  so,  but  I  am  much  more  inclined  to  Wish 
that  you  may  never  Experience  any  in  future,  for  I  can  with 
Great  Trath  affirm  that  no  one  wishes  for  your  happiness  with 
greater  Cordiallity  than  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  affecV^ 

&  very  humble  Servt. 

The  EeVJ  M^-  Barton 

Sir  John.  Col  Johnson  &c  desire  to  be  particularly  remembered 
to  you. — I  need  not  repeat  my  desire  to  hear  from  you,  wlien- 
ever  it  suits  with  your  Conveniency. 
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SIR  WM  JOHNSON  TO  UYD  BIESSRS  OOOPEE  &  OGILVIE 

Joliiison  hall,  March  !»'  1771. 
Worthy  Sirs. 

I  Jiave  received  your  Joyiit  favor  of  the  18""  n\V.  Concernmg 
the  Rev''  M'.  Griffith'  whom  I  perfectly  recollect  to  have  made 
me  a  visit  ahout  the  time  you  mention.  That  Gentleman  was  I 
tiiink  then  accompanied  bj'  M'  Brown  one  of  the  principal 
Friends  of  the  Church  in  Schenectady,  and  had  some  tolerable 
offers  made  to  him  in  Case  he  inclined  to  that  Mission  &  which 
were  fai'  superior  to  what  may  be  expected  from  Glocest«r  ac- 
cording to  the  description  I  have  of  it.  however  these  offers  he 
then  tiiought  proper  to  decline,  and  Indeed  seemed' to  think  them 
inadequate  to  his  views  and  expectations.  Since  which  I  liave 
heard  tliat  he  was  appointed  to  the  Mission  which  he  has  lately 
left  Whatever  objections,  on  account  of, his  family,or  otherwise 
might  have  induced  him  to  reject  Schenectady  must  Certainly 
operate  in  as  high  a  degree  against  this  place,  as  it  is  not  only 
more  retired,  but  must  in  some  degree  depend  upon  myself,  I  am 
therefore  at  a  Loss  what  to  say  in  favor  of  that  Gentleman's 
present  Desire  as  well  from  the  Circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
as   from  the  Expectation  I  have  of  a  Missionary  for  this  place 

1  SBv.DiViijGiiiFFirH,  D.D.  went  to  England  for  orders  in  1770.  Onbeingor- 
dained  he  i-etiimel  to  this  connlry  with  an  appointment  as  Missionary  to  Glocester, 
N.  J.  He  relincinishedthis  miasion  howeTer,eoon  after,  and  mored  into  Virginia. 
Id  JuIj  1776,  he  was  appointed  Chapiain  and  Salmon  to  the  3d.  Virg:  BotaJion: 
he  being  a  person  of  "  uncommon  merit."  (^Amer  i  Arch :  tth  Ser,  i.  1588.) 
After  the  peace,  we  find  him  pastor  of  the  parish  of  Fairfax,  Ta.  of  which  State 
he  was  elected  Bishop  in  1788,  but  ha  was  never  consecrated.  Owing  to  his 
poverty  and  the  deranged  state  of  bia  private  afRlirs,  he  was  unable  to  proceed  to 
England  for  consecration.  In  1789  be  resigned  the  office,  and  on  the  3d  August 
of  tliat  year  he  died  in  Philadulphia,  at  the  residence  of  the  Bishop  of  Penn., 
Having  come  to  that  city  as  a  delegate  to  the  Episcopal  Convention.  "In  his 
feelings  and  condact"  (says  Dr.  Hawks,')  "he  was  thoroughly  Amerieon;  he 
thought  the  Colonies  wronged  by  the  Mother  Country,  and  throughout  the 
struggle  for  Independence,  he  advocated  their  cause.  He  had  deliberately  cast  in 
his  lot  with  the  great  majority  of  his  countrymen,  and  in.  the  alternations  of  Btorm 
sad  of  aijnshine,  tlirougli  which  they  passed  in  the  achievement  of  their  liberties, 
he  was  ever  found  true  to  hia  pnnoiples.  When  he  died  the  church  lost  a  useful 
andc  worthy  man."    Ed. 
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in  consequence  of  a  former  Letter  from  D''  Burton  who  promised 
to  have  enquiry  made  {in  case  none  Could  be  liad  from  England) 
for  some  person  of  Zeal  &  Piety  who  has  received  a  Collegiate 
Education  at  Duhlin. 

I  liave  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  Mess'^  Steward  and 
Aiidi'ews,  are  much  esteemed,  and  will  I  persuade  myself  greatly 
promote  Eeligion  in  these  parts,  and  when  aided  by  the  appoint- 
ments of  Disinterested,  and  Indefatigable  Men  for  this  Mission 
&  Coiiajoliaree  will  much  advance  Christianity  in  Gen'  and  the 
Church  of  England  in  particular. 

I  am,  with  ti-ue  esteem 

Gentlemen  &c 
Mess'^  Cooper  &  Ogilvie. 

P.  S.  The  great  regard  which  I  shall  always  pay  to  your 
Judgment  &  recommendation  obliges  me  to  observe  that  I  drew 
my  observations  from  what  passed  with  respect  to  the  Schenec- 
tady Mission,  In  which  I  may  hava  been  mistaken,  for  1  have  no 
objection  to  M'  Griffiths  Character  or  abilities,  neither  can  I 
have  any  when  supported  by  authority  that  have  so  much  weight 
with  me. 


SIR  WM  JOHNSON  TO  REVD  CHS  INGItS. 

Johnson  haU  March  27^''  1771 
Good  Sir, 

I  have  had  tlie  favor  of  yours  of  the  8tli  Inst,  and  I  thank 
you  as  well  for  the  particulars  yon  Communicated  to  me,  as  for 
the  kind  manner  m  which  your  friendship  has  Induced  you  to 
spea.k  of  myself  on  the  Subject  I  have  so  much  at  heart, 

1  am  persuaded, from  D''  Burtons  Letter  that  the  Society  would 
willingly  do  aU  in  their  power,  for  carrying  so  important  a  plan 
into  Execution,  and  Esteem  it  an  honor  to  receive  so  many 
assurances  of  their  favorable  opinion  of  my  little  endeavors. 
But  I  have  great  Reason- to  apprehend  that  the  Generality  of  the 
men  of  Bank  are  but  Cool  in  matters  of  Religion,  othei'wise,  I 
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should  think  that  a  plan  of  that  sort  would  come  with  great 
Weight  &  strict  propriety  from  His  Grace  of  Canterbury,  or  the 
Bishop  of  London,  in  their  Ecclesiastick  Capacity,  and  I  am 
really  concerned  at  reading  that  part  where  you  say  That  similar 
applications  from  the  Society  first,  have  been  frequently  post- 
poned and  neglected  because  it  is  a  proof  that  my  apprehensions 
are  but  too  well  founded  otherwise  I  cannot  see  why  a  Religious 
Society  in  which  are  some  of  the  Greatest  Men  in  Engiand  should 
not  meet  With  all  Imaginable  Countenance  on  any  Religious 
Subject,  where  tlie  Object  appeared  so  meritorious,  w^hilst  every 
species  of  Dissenters  finds  favor,  and  Support  on  the  application 
of  the  meanest  Engines  that  can  be  found  out — ^This  extraordi- 
nary lukewarmness  in  matters  of  this  nature,  may  I  believe  in 
some  measure  be  attributed  to  the  pecuUar  cast  of  Modern  poh- 
ticks,  It  being  first  forged  by  the  Dissenters  &  echoed  by  every 
Seribler,  as  now  to  be  too  generally  believed,  That  the  Mission- 
aries husy  themselves  mostiy  in  Converting  worthy  &  pious  Dis- 
senters, and  that  these  pious  people  will  be  alarmed. 

I  remember  to  have  read  of  a  king  of  Trance,  forbidding  a 
neighbouring  state  to  bmld  a  single  Galley  as  his  fleet  was  suffi- 
cient to  scour  their  seas,  and  I  am  certain  the  Conduct  of  the 
Dissenters  greatly  resemhles  that  of  the  Monarch,  but  that  their 
power  is  as  yet  leas  than  his.  For  those  of  Consequence  amst 
them,  tho'  many  of  them  are  Libertines  in  their  sentiments,  yet 
all  of  them  are  strongly  interested  in  whatever  regards  their 
profession,  and  in  this  Countiy  they  foresee  that  if  the  Estab- 
lished Church  is  encouraged,  its  Comeliness  may  with'  much 
Efforts  of  our  Missionaries  draw  many  of  their  people  to  it  as 
well  as  regain  sev'  of  its  old  Members  who  for  want  of  any 
other  places  of  Worship  in  some  parts  have  become  Dissenters, 
But  as  Pride  &  policy  forbid  their  discovering  the  True  Causes, 
they  aifect  apprehensions  that  our  Church  may  pursue  unwar- 
rantable measures  to  acquire  a  Dominion  over  their  tender  Con- 
sciences and  In  America  presume  even  to  take  offence  at  any  ad- 
ditional Establishments  in  our  faV,  That  Their  party  is  not  to 
be  disobliged  at  all  In  England  seems  to  be  a  maxim  amongst 
the  Greatj  which  is  a  plain  Confession  of  the  strength  of  their 
Union,  Whilst  from  this  Country,  they  endeavor  to  persuade 
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men  in  power  of  the  general  prevalence  of  their  opinions,  and 
the  great  Dread  of  a  people  Jealous  of  their  Rights  who  fled 
from  Eeligious  persecution.  Tho'  in  truth  they  can  boast  of  no 
superiority  if  the  members  of  the  Church,  The  Foreign  Protes- 
tants, Quakers  &c.  are  taken  together  as  they  may  be  for  these 
havg  no  design  agt  us,  Do  not  in  fact  Joyn  them  in  opinion  or 
entertain  any  apprehensions  so  Injurious  to  the  Chh  of  England, 
so  that  as  I  formerly  observed  this  artfull  false  representation 
should  be  enlai^ed  on  at  home,  and  Eradicated  for  untill  that  is 
done  I  do  not  see  much  prospect  of  encouragement,  and  I 
believe  the  great  are  so  much  afraid  of  the  imputation  of  being 
priest  ridden,  that  they  dare  not  give  the  Church  that  Counten- 
ance, or  the  injoyment  of  all  its  rights  and  Ceremonies,  which  is 
so  highly  necessary  &  reasonable  in  a  Land  of  Liberty  accords 
to  the  Dissentei's  own  arguments,  if  the  members  of  our  Church 
are  allowed  to  have  any  Cousoience  at  all. 

I  have  already  wrote  to  Lord  Hillsborough  (to  whom  my 
Correspondence  is  now  Confined)  &  have  fully  stated  my  opinion 
on  the  Religs  wants  and  desires  of  the  Ind»  and  I  believe  it  would 
be  deemed  out  of  my  way  to  m-ge  it  farther  by  sending  him  a  plan 
before  he  answers  that  part  of  my  Letter  tho'  i-ather  tlian  it  sho"> 
fail  thro'  any  neglect  of  mine  I  would  do  it. 

I  cannot  think  that  the  plan  can  be  in  better  hands,  or  prepared 
so  well  by  any  other  than  a  Gentleman  of  your  abilities  and  zeal, 
and  therefore  I  hope  you'll  frame  it  yourself : — as  to  the  motives 
to  be  enlssrged  on  that  should  Induce  Gov*  to  Countenance  it,  I 
think  (am3>  others)  That  it  will  have  a  happy  Elfect  in  remove 
many  Circumstances  of  Jealousy  &  displays  his  Majestys  tender 
regard  for  their  future  happiness,  and  this  I  assure  you  even 
those  Ind'  are  capable  of  seeing  who  have  never  been  Christian- 
ized : — In  the  next  place  It  will  make  them  Members  of  a 
Church  which  teaches  an  obedience  to  Supreme  Authority  &  a 
reverence  for  Government,  which  are  principles  much  Wanting 
among  them,  and  as  it  will  finally  prove  the  means  of  their 
becoming  members  of  Civil  Society,  -  so  their  being  of  the 
National  Church  will  strengthen  the  Tye  &  add  Weight  to  that 
Religion  which  In  Justice  &  policy  ought  here  to  be  promoted. 
Besides  whicii  ic  would,  soon  prove  a  means  of  alienating  them 
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from  our  Eoemys,  wlio  constantly  observe  to  them  tbat  we 
take  no  care  of  their  salvation,  &  hy  the  Proselytes  they  made 
to  the  Church  of  Eome  were  enabled  to  &  yet  may  dlsti'ess  us 
greatly  Add  to  this  that  it  is  perhaps  the  only  opportunity  for 
many  reasons  that  ever  may  oifer,  which  occurring  in  the  Keign 
of  a  most  virtuous  &  Pious  Prince  will  reflect  much  Glory  on 
his  administration. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  since  we  are  to  have  a  new  Gov  so 
suddenly,  his  Character  appears  so  amiable  as  I  find  it  does 
accords  to  the  ace'  of  sev'  Correspondt*. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  deliver  y  message  to  Odeserundy  which  will 
make  him  happy  and  should  you  on  some  future  occasion  Write 
him  3  or  4  lines  It  would  yield  great  Satisfaction  to  all  the 
village. 

Between  ourselves  (for  it  shou'^  not  be  Comunicated  to  some 
people)  I  sho''  tell  you  that  the  German  Lutheran  Minister  at 
Stoneraby  (a  fine  settlement  near  this)  has  Espi-esed  a  desh'e  to 
me  of  taking  orders  in  our  Church,  &  what  is  more  Extraordi- 
nary his  Whole  Congregation  desire  to  become  members  of  the 
same  This  Sliews  what  the  chh  might  Expect  with  due  Counte- 
nance I  intend  to  mention  tliis  affair  to  D'  Auchmuty  to  whom 
I  beg  my  Complunt=  &  that  you'll  acquaint  him  that  I  shall  Write 
him  by  next  post. 

The  bad  Weather  came  on  so  Suddenly  after  the  Snow  that 
S^  John  was  disappointed  of  going  down,  he  desires  his  kind 
Complem's  as  do  Coll*  Claus  &  Johnsonj  and  I  am  allways  with 
perfect  Esteem  D''  Sir 


SIR  WM.  mm&ON  TO  HEVD.  DE.  AUCHMUTY. 

Johnson  hall  April  4*^  1771. 
Good  Sir 

I  am  Sorry  to  have  remained  so  long  in  your  debt  as  now  at 
this  distance  of  time  to  acknowledge  the  rest  of  your  favor  of 
the  23"^  Nov  last,  soon  after  receiving  your  Letter  both  M' 
Stewarts  Andrews  arrived  at  tlidr  i-espcctive  Missions  when? 


,Goo»^lc 


■nis  -SIX  NATioss.  445 

they  afford  promising  iiopes  of  advancing  the  Cause  of  Religion. 
I  see  M' Stewart  frequently  he  is  learning  the  Indian  language 
and  Seems  pleased  with  a  Study  so  necessary  to  a  man  in  his 
Situation.  And  he  is  much  esteemed  by  the  neighbouring  White 
people  who  frequent  his  church,  and  even  some  of  them  have 
sollicited  him  to  perform  the  rites  of  baptism  and  burial,  tho' 
they  have  a  Minister  of  their  own  Church,  The  Indians  seem 
pleased  &  the  School  goes  on  very  well. 

I  cannot  but  think  with  you  that  there  is  however  a  Want  of 
becoming  zeal  amongst  many  whose  duty  it  is  to  promote  the 
Interests  of  the  Church,  and  to  procure  its  members  the  fulj 
Enjoyment  of  all  their  rites  &  Ceremonies,  to  which  they  have 
BUi'ely  an  undoubted  title.  If  other  Denominations  find  free 
indu%ence  But  as  the  neglects  of  Superiors  in  Church  &  State 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  artifices  of  those  who  persuade  Men  in 
Europe  that  its  Members  here  are  few  &  Inconsiderable  Such 
Notions  must  I  believe  be  eradicated  before  much  assistance  can 
be  Expected. 

D'  Bui'ton  has  not  lately  wrote  me  any  thing  material  So  that 
I  know  not  what  has  been  done,  respecting  my  offer  of  land,  or 
any  other  matter,  perhaps  the  paquet  now  daily  Expected  may 
bring  us  something,  on  these  heads.  Whatever  zeal  we  w-ant  is 
made  up  by  tlie  abundance  of  it  amongst  the  Dissenters,  w!io 
(the  many  of  them  have  as  little  Religion  as  any  of  their  neigh- 
bours) Support  their  Cause  with  all  their  strength,  from  maxims 
of  policy,  an  Example  which  we  should  follow.  If  no  other 
argument  has  sufficient  force. 

The  pi-ospect  which  is  at  present  afforded  in  this  increasing 
Country  is  so  great  that,  I  hope  when  Men  in  power  are  more 
disengaged  from  Domestic  Concerns,  they  may  turn  their  Eyes 
to  America,  and  without  any  attempts  on  the  Consciences  of 
other  Men,  endeavor  to  Strengthen  the  National  Church.  But 
this  point  cannot  be  long  neglected  otherwise  it  will  never 
answer,  I  desired  our  fliend  M'  Inglis  to  mentiona  Circumstance 
concerning  Religion  here,  that  I  think  you  ought  to  know.  The 
Lutheran  Minister  at  Stoneraby  has  lately  in  a  voluntary  Manner 
without  any  previous  Arguments  to  Induce  him  thereto  desired 
to  take  orders  in  the  Cimrch  of  England,  and  what  is  much  more 
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Strange,  It  is  the  desire  of  his  Congregation  tliat  he  should  do 
so.  The  great  dilSculty  is  Tliat,  they  will  be  with  out  a  Minister 
during  his  absence,  and  tliat  it  will  he  attended  with  an  Expence 
which  from  their  great  Occonomy,  they  do  not  chuse  to  Incurr, 
Especially  as  they  have  some  Charitahle  Establishments  amongst 
themselves,  that  are  Chargeable. — If  therefore  any  thing  could 
be  lallen  upon,  or  that  the  Society  would  take  it  into  Considera- 
tion, and  that  at  the  same  time  it  Could  be  Canied  through 
without  making  much  noise.  It  would  add  the  Majority  of  Inha- 
bitants of  a  very  fine  Settlement  to  the  Church,  and  as  they  are 
Foreigners  must  strengthen  their  allegiance  to  Gov't.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  your  thoughts  on  this  and  Am  allways  with  true 
regard 

D^'  Sir  &c 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  HEVD.  M.  AUCHMUTY, 

COHCERNIKG    THE  REVD  MR  MANKA   0£   SCHESECTADY. 

Johnson-hall  May  24t'i  1771. 
Good  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  the  4th  of  last  Month,  and  amongst  other  things 
mentioned  the  affair  of  the  Lutheran  Minister  near  this  place 
since  which  I  have  been  applied  to  by  M'  W™  Hanna  of  Sche- 
nectady who  was  formerly  a  Presbyterian  Minister  at  Albany, 
since  which,  he  has  practised  the  Law  in  this  County,  and  now 
expresses  an  ardent  desire  to  take  Orders  in  the  Church  of 
England  and  become  a  Missionary,  he  has  entreated  me  to 
befriend  him  in  his  application  and  delivered  me  the  Originals 
together  with  a  Copy  whidi  I  now  ini'lose  you  of  Sundry  Testi- 
monials In  favor  of  his  Abilities  &  Character. — he  complains  that 
the  Presbyterians  who  hada  great  esteem  for  him  whilst  he  was 
then'  pastor  are  since  warm  against  him,  &  he  professes  much 
Zeal  &  inohnation  for  the  Church  of  which  he  says  he  formerly 
would  have  become  a  member  but  for  theprejudicesagtit  wliioh 
liis  father  entertained. 
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I  thought  it  best  to  I,ay  the  matter  before  you,  who  may  have 
it  in  your  power  to  make  necessary  enquirjs  concerning  him,  St 
who  can  best  Judge  whether  he  deserves  encouragement  under 
these  Circumstances,  as  my  acquaintance  with  him,  or  his  conduct 
will  not  enable  me  to  be  more  pai-ticular, 

I  am  just  finishing  my  post  Letters  so  can  only  add  at  present 
that  I  am  always  with  truth  and  regard, 

Deal'  Sir  &c 

The  Eev^  T>'  Auchmuty. 


UEVD.  MR.  IIANNA'S  TESTIMONIALS. 

Schenectady  May  6th  1771. 
To  all  whom  it  may  Concern,  tlie  Beai-er  W^  Hannah  Uved 
several  Years  under  ray  Inspection  &  read  the  Latin  &  Greek 
Classicks  under  my  Tuition  :  has  tanght  the  Latin  for  the  Space 
of  a  Tear  past  &  began  to  teach  the  Greek  Classicks  to  the  good 
acceptance  of  his  Imployers ;  &  as  he  has  well  acqnited  himself 
in  the  Former,  I  doubt  not  his  Capacity  to  teach  the  Later  upon 
Due  Praelection  to  which  I  expect  he  will  be  naturally  Inchned 
he  is  Sober  &  Regular  as  to  his  moral  Character  certified  at 
Nottingham  Octo  2^  1756  by 

S.    FlNLEY. 

That  the  Bearer  hereof  William  Hanna  assisted  me  in  teaching 
Greek  &  Latin  more  than  a  year  conducted  inoffensively  & 
Soberly,  was  faithful  in  his  Business  &  behaved  to  the  good 
acceptance  both  of  Employers  &  Scholars  and  I  doubt  not  if  he 
is  employed  in  teaching  again  but  he  will  deserve  the  same 
Cliaracter  is  certified  at  Pequea  February  19  1757 

pr  EoBT  Smith  V.  D.  M. 
Pliilad'^  March  10  1759. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  Bearer  M''  William  Hannah  was 
regulai-Iy  admitted  unto  the  Jersey  College  at  Prince- Town 
behaved  himself  soberly  while  in  it,  &  applyed  himself  diligently 
to  his  Studies  iind  had  passed  one  Examination  for  a  Degree  with 
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the  approbation  of  the  Trustees  &  would  Iiave  been  admitted  to 
the  Honoui's  of  the  College  Imd  he  attended  at  the  Commencement 
last ;  For  he  left  the  College  only  for  a  Season  by  Permission  of 
the  authority  of  it,  &  was  as  well  Qualified  to  stand  a  second 
Examination  as  any  one  of  his  Class  who  were  all  admitted 
without  Exception.  So  that  the  only  reason  of  his  not  geting  a 
Degree  was  liis  absence  he  was  free  of  all  College  Censure 
Certified  per  John  Ewing. 

New  York  May  8  1759 

This  is  to  Certify  that  M^  John  Ewing  was  Tutor  of  the  Jersey 

College  at  Princetown  last  yeai- 1  the  Subscriber  being  his  Pupil. 

Petee  Et  Livingston' 

This  may  certify  that  M''  William  Hannah  is  a  member  of  the 

church  of  Christ  in  Salisbury  In  full  Coi)jmujiion  &  in  Regular 

Standing  &  as  such  is  recommended  to  Occasional  or  stated 

communion  in  the  Church  of  Christ  wherever  Providence  may 

call  Mm     Testes  Jonathan  Lee  Pastor  of  said  Church  May  34th 

i7eo. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Litchfield  Counl^y  in  Sharon 
on  Wednesday  May  28  AD  1760  W  "William  Hanna  B.  A. 
offered  himself  to  Examination  in  Order  to  obtain  Licence  to 
Preach  the  Gospel,  who  was  accordingly  examined  &  tJiis  Asso- 
ciation having  examined  him  according  to  our  Stated  Eules  looli 
upon  liim  competently  Qualified  to  Preach  the  Gospel  &  accord- 
ingly the  said  William  Hanna  is  liereby  Licensed  to  Preach  the 
Gospel  under  the  Conduct  &  Direction  of  this  Association  &  do 
recommend  him  accordingly  wishing  he  may  be  useful  to  the 
Churches  examined  and  attested  per 

Jonathan  Lee    Scribe. 

1  Col.  Petjje  R.  Litingstoh,  son  of  Robert  third  proprietor  of  the  Manor  of 
Livingston,  waa  born  MayStli  1787j  and married  Margaret,  daughter  of  James 
Livingston,  merchant  of  New-York.  He  was  elected  to  represent  the  Manor  in 
thePrOYincifll  Assembly  in  1761,  1768,  and  again  in  1774.  At  Hie  breaking  out 
of  the  BeTolution  lie  adhered,  with  other  memhers  of  the  family,  to  the  ade  of 
American  liljerty,  and  in  1770  was  chosen  presidentof  the  Provincial  Conrention 
as  well  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  was  employed  in  other 
depavtments  of  the  public  service.  He  died  15tli  Norr.,  179i,  aged  57  years 
His  sister  Mary  married  Hon.  James  Dnano. — Ed. 
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These  are  to  certify,  that  the  Rev*!  William  Hanna  wag 
regalarly  appointed  to  tlie  Pastoral  Care  of  tliis  flock  :  that  he 
performed  the  Ministerial  Functions  for  tlie  space  of  about  5 
years  amongst  us  ;  and  mentained  an  unblemished  Moral  &  Re- 
ligious, character  during  his  incumlDancy  ;  but  as  he  lias  lately 
taken  a  civil  Commission  from  the  Governor  which  we  apprehend 
must  naturally  call  off  his  attention  from  his  Pastoral  Duties  : 
and  as  it  is  not  customary  for  any  Minister  in  our  Churcli  to  bear 
a  Civil  office.  We  do  therefore  humbly  pray  that  it  would  please 
the  Presbytery  to  grant  us  a  Dismission  irom  the  Reverend  M' 
William  Hanna  wliicli  We  are  the  Moore  Incouraged  to  hope  for, 
as  he  has  promised  unanimously  to  concur  with  us  in  the  same 
Eeqtiest  Signed  Jointly  by  the  Elders  of  the  English  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Albany. 

John  McCrea' 
Joutr  MuKRO= 
RoBT.  Hekhy. 
July  9th  1767 

A  true  Copy  Joseph  Peck  Clerk  taken  at  tke  Request  o 
M'  Hanna  tlie  Presbytery  Papers  on  file. 


REV.  DR.  AUCHMUTY  TO  SIU  WM.  JOHNSOfl. 

New  York  June  the  ll'i'  1771. 
Worthy  Sir, 

[  deferr'd  answering  your  f^ivor  of  April  tlie  4'-^,  in  hopes  of 
having  some  Letters  from  the  Society  concerning  your  generous 
offer,  or  otiier  business  of  consequence,  to  communicate  to  you, 
I  have  at  length  received  two,  one  from  the  Bishop  of  London, 

1  Col.  John  McCkea  was  the  brother  of  the  celeliratod,  though  iinfortunata 
Jane  McCiea.  He  removed  in  1773  to  the  toiva  of  Norlhumberland,  Saratoga 
Co. 

2  Tliis  gentleman  romoved  afterwards  to  Temiont 

Vol.  IV.  29 
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and  one  from  Dr.  Eurtoii,  both  relating  to  one  suliject  only ; 
which  shows  the  low  state  of  their  Finances,  and  effectnally 
shuts  the  Door  against  future  applications.  The  D'  in  liis 
letter  says, 

"  It  would  give  the  Society  a  very  sincere  pleasure,  if  they 
were  able  to  return  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  several  recom- 
niendations  which  they  receive,  and  mgke  a  suitable  allowance 
to  the  persons  recommended:  Eut  having  already  goue  to  the 
very  utmost  of  our  abilities, and  even  beyond  them,  we  are  now 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  refusals  in  several  instances :  For 
as  I  have  Said  in  other  letters,  if  we  go  on  to  establish  new 
missions,  we  shall  soon  have  nothing  left  to  suDuort  our  old 
ones." 

His  Lordship  of  London  is  rather  more  explicit,  on  the  sub- 
ject, for  he  says  that  "  the  State  of  the  Society  will  not  allow  us 
to  establish  any  new  missions :  The  Expences  increase  daily,  & 
far  exceed  our  annual  Income :  It  is  lioped  therefore  that  no 
persons  will  be  sent  over  upon  the  presumption  of  new  appoint- 
ments, which  cannot  possibly  be  comply'd  with  in  our  present 
circumstances." 

These  Letters  effectually  stop  all  future  applications  for  new 
missions,  which  must  greatly  retard  the  Growth  of  the  Church 
in  America. 

The  Lutheran  minister  you  mention  and  his  people  would  be  a 
considerable  aquisition  to  the  Church,  and  some  method  if  possi- 
ble should  be  fallen  upon  to  send  him  home  for  ordination.  If 
he  is  sensible  and  of  a  good  character,  I  make  no  doubt  but, 
upon  being  properly  recommended,  he  would  meet  with  assistance 
from  the  Bishops.  But  thislie  must  not  altogether  depend  upon. 
Suppose  (if  he  and  his  people  continue  in  the  same  mind)  that 
yen  should  be  so  good  as  to  represent  his  Case  to  the  Society, 
and  though  they  will  not  erect  new  missions,  they  may  either  as 
a  public  Body,  or  as  private  persons,  who  ought  to  promote  the 
Interests  of  the  Church,  make  him  a  present  of  as  much  as  will 
defray  his  Espenc'es :  but  this  assurance  should  be  obtained 
before  he  imbarks.  I  will  also  write  in  his  favor,  and  befriend 
him  in  every  thing  in  my  power.  I  would  propose  a  subscrip- 
tion here  for  Him,  but  our  people  are  so  often  calletl  upon  for 
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dreic  money,  that  I  should  be  afraid  to  attempt  it,  As  to  tlie  Diffi- 
tiilty  of  supplying  his  people  with  a  minister  in  bis  absence  I 
think  that  might  in  a  great  measure  be  obviated,  by  M'  Stevvai't'a 
visiting  tlietn  as  ofteii  as  tie  possibly  can.  perhaps  M'  Andrews 
may  be  'induced  to  assist. 

Since  the  Receipt  of  your  last  of  May  tlie  4"',  I  have  Informed 
myself  as  well  as  I  have  been  able  concerning  the  Gentleman 
you  mentioued.  His  moral  chai-acter  formerly  was  very  good ; 
but  since  he  has  comnaenced  Lawyer  it  is  altered.  Many  dirty 
tilings  ai-e  reported  of  Iiim,  which  if  true,  must  greatly  hurt  him. 
I  have  consulted  with  several  of  my  Brethren  on  tlie  Subject, 
some  of  them  know  him;  they  are  unanimous  in  thinking  it 
will  not  do  for  us  to  reconmiend  him  for  many  reasoris,  whicli 
we  can  inform  you  of,  if  desired.  If  the  Gentleman  is,  from  a 
motive  of  Coi^cience  desirous  of  taking  the  Gown,  I  then  would 
recommend  it  to  him  to  get  recommendations  to  my  Lord  Balti- 
more, who  can  provide  for  him  at  a  distance  from  his  old  Friends 
the  Dissenters,  who  will  be  watching  every  opportunity  to  preju- 
dice lum,  and  reuder  abortive  any  usefulness  he  may  attempt  to 
be  of.  lata  very  certain  it  will  never  do  for  him  to  think  of 
settling  in  these  parts ;  ileither  would  it  do  for  the  Clergy  at 
present  to  take  hijn  by  the  hand  not  out  of  tear  or  regard  for  the 
Dissenters,  but  for  feat  of  consequences  which  after  a  previous 
inquiry,  naturally  arise. 

Thus  Sir  I  iiave  freely  and  candidly  given  you  my  sentiments 
oil  the  main  Subjects  of  the  two  last  Letters  you  honoured  me 
with;  if  they  should  appear  satisfactory  to  you  I  shall  be  greatly 


Before  I  conclude,  I  must  just  observe  to  you  that  his  LordsMp 
of  London  &  Dr.  Burton  are  both  silent  with  regard  to  an  American 
Bishop ;  and  indeed,  such  are  the  confusions  at  Home  and 
Religion  So  little  adverted  to,  that  I  see  no  prospect  as  yet  of 
succeeding  ;  unless,  the  late  applications  of  the  Maryland  clergy, 
backed  by  their  Brethren  of  Virginia,  which  I  have  reason  to 
think  is  noiv  about  taking  place,  should  demand  a  little  attention, 
and  convince  the  ministry  that  the  American  clergy  are  deter- 
mined to  pursue  such  steps  as  Conscience  and  loyally  suggest, 
till  they  succeed  in  what  they  have  as  Christians  and  dutiful 
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Subjects,  an  undoubted  right  to  petition  for.  The  Eisliop  of 
London  informs  me,  tlmt  bis  Grace  of  Caiilerbury  &  himself  in  a 
very  particular  manner  recommended  to  my  LordDunmore  "the 
protection  of  the  Church  and  Clergy  ia  tlie  province  of  New 
York."  You  will  douhtJess  conclude  that  he  has  taken  great 
notice  of  tlie  recommendation. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  (with  great  respect  and  sincere  regard) 
Worthy  Sir, 

Your  much  Obliged  and  most  ob'  serv* 

Samuel  Auchmuty. 

P.  S.  please  lo  remember  me  to  my  little  Brother,  the  Father 
of  the  Mohawks.  It  gives  me  great  plea'  to  tind  that  he  is 
much  esteemed  &  likes  his  present  situation. 

Sir  Wm  Johnson. 


IIEVD.  H.  MUNRO  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Albany  June  25, 1771, 
Honbi*  Sir, 

-Having  so  favourable  an  opportunity,  by  my  good  Friend  M'' 
Joseph  Brent,  I  beg  Leave  to  present  my  best  Respects  to  you 
&  all  t!ie  family,  and  to  inform  you,  that  the  Rev^  W  Inglis  of 
New  York  has  wrote  you  by  me ;  Tlie  Letter  has  been  Sent  by 
your  Post,  &  I  hope,  is  come  safe  to  liand.  You  havQ  heard,  I 
understand,  of  some  foolish  people,  tliat  have  been  endeavoui'ing 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  my  Congregation ;  and  am  sorry  to  learn, 
that  my  Conduct  in  that  alfair,  has  not  been  represented  to  you 
in  the  most  favourable  light.  The  whole  affair  was  so  silly  & 
ridiculous,  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  trouble  you 
with  an  account  thereof.  I  intend  soon  however,  to  wait  upon 
you  Sir,  at  the  Hall  j  till  then  I  trust  to  your  Candour,  that  you 
will  Suspend  any  Judgement  of  the  matter,  till  you  hear  my 
Story — audi  et  alteram  partem. — I  shall  only  mention  at  present, 
that  my  Congregation  is  in  perfect  peace,  and  Quietness ;  not- 
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withstanding  any  malicious  Reports  to  the  Contrary,     I  remain 
with  great  Esteem  &  Respect,  Hon'''*  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant. 

Habry  Muhikj. 
To  Sir  William  Johnson. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  EEVD.  MK.  INGLIS, 

RELATIVE  TO    HIS    PLAN    FOR   CIIBISTIANISING  THE    ISDIANS. 

Johnson  haU  July  4'M771. 
Good  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  25'h  of  May  has  been  for  some  time  in  my 
hands,  but  I  was  prevented  by  business  from  answering  it  sooneF, 
,  and  Indeed  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  do  so  as  fully  as  I  could  wish, 

I  very  much  approve  of  the  plan  yon  have  laid  down  for  your 
Design,  as  weD  as  of  the  heads  under  which  it  is  to  be  digested, 
as  they  will  Aniuso  and  Instruct,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
enforce  the  Arguments  in  iavor  of  its  particular  object.-  The 
principal  difficultys  in  the  way  of  Christianizing  the  Indians 
does  not  depend  on  them,  but  remain  with  ourselves,  First,  The 
Want  hitherto  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  Genius  and 
Disposition,  or  of  the  proper  means  to  be  pursued,  Secondly, 
(he  want  of  zeal  and  Perseverance,  Sufficient  for  such  an  arduous 
undertaking  which  has  often  rendered  many  attempts  abortive, 
and  that  where  these  Qualities  have  been  found  united  (as  amt 
some  of  the  Dissenters)  The  possessors  ai-e  not  only  deficient  in 
knowledge  and  Capacity,  but  of  a  Gloomy  Severity  of  manners 
totally  disqualifying  them  from  such  a  Task.  Thirdly,  The 
Want  of  a  Suitable  fund  that  may  enable  the  few  otherwise 
fitting  for  the  purpose  to  attempt  it. 

Tliat  some  may  be  found  equal  to  tho  business  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  from  the  Effects  which  the  Religion  of  our  Church 
produces  on  the  Dispositions  of  its  Members,  It  is  most  reasona- 
ble to  think  that  such  would  be  found  amongst  us,  who  would 
insinuate  the  principles  of  Christianity  in  a  manner  that  would 
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be  more  pleasing  fo  tbe  Indians  and  most  likely  To  succeed,  but 
this  last  is  a  remai'k  entre  nous,  as  possibly  it  would  be  furiously 
attacked — Tho'  Indeed  you  must  Expect  that  any  thing  you  can 
Write  which  will  tend,  to  obstruct  their  Schemes,  or  to  throw 
this  important  business  into  other  hands,  will,  meet  with  strong 
oppostion,  and  he  bitterly  answered. 

You  propose,  (and  I  think  it  will  Illustrate  your  design)  That 
Ofie  of  your  heads  shall  be  a  short  Historical  and  Topographical 
account  &,c  as  most  pieces  that  have  appeared  on  this  Subject 
ai"e  very  deflective,  and  as  none  of  them  could  when  Written  or 
from  the  then  State  of  Information  be  Couect,  It  will  greatly  add 
to  the  merit  of  your  Work  to  place  these  points  in  tlieir  true 
Light,  but  as  this  is  a  Work  of  difficulty,  which  WUl  require  a 
very  particular  Information  I  should  tliink  it  the  safest  to  give 
a  General  Brief  Sketch  of  it,  which  will  sufficiently  answer  the 
design — The  Conversion  of  the  Indians  would  greatly  Contribute 
to  secure  them  to  our  Interest,  and  prove  a  means  of  Counter- 
acting the  future  designs  of  the  French  who  certainly  are  very 
busy  In,  sowing  the  seeds  of  discontent  amongst  the  Ind'  and 
will  Continue  to  do  Whilst  they  have  any  Intercourse  with  any 
pai't  of  the  Continent, — Under  the  Circumstances  which  promise 
success  to  sucli  an  attempt  at  this  time  I  am  of  opinion  that  our 
possessions  of  Canada  does  in  some  measure  secure  us  from  the 
Jfractices  of  popish  Missionaries  but  not  Effectually,  which  I 
tliink  ought  fo  be  a  Spurr  to  our  Industry,  For  their  being  at 
pi-esent  a  Eomish  Bisliop,  and  many  Clergymen  of  that  Church 
there,  who  take  uncommon  pains  to  preserve  the  Indians  in  the 
faith  they  were  taught,  and  to  gain  proselytes,  The  Ind^  who 
have  any  Intercourse  therewith  being  like  the  rest  naturally 
Captivated  with  pomp  &  Ceremony  will  allways  be  in  danger  till 
we  have  some  Establishments  Ihat  may  Counterpoise  the  advan- 
tage they  possess,  and  the  assiduity  of  theii-  endeavors  The 
Capacity  of  the  Indians  for  receiving  knowledge,  &  Comprehend- 
ing Divine  Truth  is  certainly  not  to  be  doubted,  and  as  they 
have  an  Excellent  Genius  for  Imitation,  after  they  have  received 
due  Instruction  in  Christianity,  they  may  be  easily  &  insensibly 
Led  to  become  Enamoured  of  the  Ai'ts  of  peace. 
They  have  been  in  some  Measure  &  should  allways  be  taught 
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to  place  tlieir  Oonfldeace  in  &  Look  up  to  his  Majesty  as  their 
Common  Father  &  Protector  who  is  disposed  to  redress  their 
grievances  and  to  Contribute  a  portion  of  his  Royal  bounty  and 
Authority  to  the  making  them  happy  ;  Hia  patronage  of  a  plan 
calculated  for  their  prosperity  liere  &  hereafter  as  it  will  be  the 
strongest  proof  lie  can  give  them  of  his  regard,  so  it  will  be  the 
best  Security  for  their  allegiance.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of 
Government,  that  all  affairs  witli  them  sho^  pass  thro'  one 
Chanell,  to  the  Crown  as  the  fountain,  &  this  plan  on  that  Prin- 
ciple has  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  Royal  Patronage  from  the  ill 
Consec^uences  which  must  attend  tJie  Leaving  tliem  Exposed,  to 
the  various  Unsettled  Tenete  in  Religion  &.  Politicks  with  which 
an  Extensive  Country  Abounds,  which  not  only  Lessens  their 
Opinion  of  our  Wisdom  &  principles,  but  must  abate  their  affee- 
tion  for  the  Crown, 

I  delivered  your  Letter  to  Odeserundy  who  was  made  very 
happy  by  the  rect  of  it,  and  Expressed  his  most  Grateful 
Acknowledgments  I  am  now  in  the'htmost  hurry,  having  some- 
time since  sent  to  call  a  few  Cljiefs  of  each  Nation,  in  order  to 
enquire  into  some  Informations  I  rec^  from  the  Southward,  300 
Ind^  a  much  larger  number  than  was  required  have-accordingly 
come  here, — Two  days  ago  we  entered  upon  business,  In  the 
midst  of  whicli  I  am  now  engaged,  which  will  apologize  fop  my 
not  being  able  to  add  more  at  this  time  than  that  I  am  with  th& 
most  perfect  Esteem 

D'  Sir  &c 

The  Revd  M'.  IngJis. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  MY.  DR.  AUCHMUTT, 


Johnson  haU  July  4'^  1771. 
Good  Sir 

I  have  been  favored  witli  your  Letter  of  last  month,  whicli  I 
am  sorry  to  find  does  not  contain  any  agreeable  Intelligenee  li-oni 
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I/tndon  ;  Indeed  I  do  not  telieve  the  Societjs  funds  will  jtdioit 
of  their  extending  their  bounty  to,  or  establishing  new  Missions, 
but  those  which  they  have  established  are  not  all  supplied  with 
Missionaries,  Tlie  Chui-ch  of  Canajoharee  Seems  intended  by  tlie 
allowance  made  to  Mr.  Hall  and  that  at  Johnstown  is  Established 
but  both  are  still  vacant  tho'  from  their  situation  if  Supplied 
with  Good  Men  tliey  w"!  greatly  Extend  the  Christian  faith  on 
this  frontier,  and  prove  a  vast  addition  to  the  Church,  which 
already  begins  to  bear  a  respectable  appearance  in  this  Country, 
As  for  Johnstown,  I  can  find  no  body  for  it,  tho  the  Congrega- 
tion last  Sunday  to  heai'  the  Lutheian  minister  were  upwards  of 
500,  of  wMch  250  were  Communicants.  And  Mr.  Hall  whose 
Sallary  goes  on,  and  who  was  to  have  been  long  since  at  Canajo- 
haree has  not  been  since  heard  of,  I  think  enquiries  should  be 
made  about  him  and  that  lie  should  be  directed  to  go  there 
according  to  the  Expectations  of  tlie  Society. 

In  short  we  must  make  the  most  of  the  Missions  already 
established  till  a  more  favorable  period,  and  in  the  mean  time 
make  tryal  of  the  Generosity  of  the  people  of  England  under 
the  Countenance  of  the  Bishops  in  favor  of  any  failher  Religious 
Establishments. 

I  am  intirely  of  your  opinion  with  regai-d  to  the  Lutheran 
Minister  and  shall  after  some  furtlier  conversat"  with  hira  most 
mllingly  mention  the  affair  i]i  my  Letters,  and  would  have  you 
Do  the  same  after  you  hear  next  from  me  to  the  end  that  some 
subscription  may  be  set  on  foot  or  some  assurance  obtained 
previous  to  his  undertaking  it,  to  prevent  disappointments,  and 
Indeed  this  point  should  be  conducted  in  a  private  manner,  to 
prevent  the  many  obstructions  that  will  be  thrown  in  his  Way 
by  those  to  whom  it  would  prove  disagreable — I  should  not  have 
mentioned  the  other  Gentleman,  who  was  desirous  of  taking 
orders  bnt  at  his  particular  enti'eaty  and  I  have  some  reason  to 
think  that  your  Observations  thereon  are  Extremely  Just. 

I  am  inclined  to  hope  tliat  the  Application  you  mention  of  the 
Maryland  &  Virginia  Clergy;  being  an  additional  proof  of  the 
General  Wishes  of  the  American  Clergy  will  Merit  some  atten- 
tion. I  look  upon  that  Establishment  to  be  a  Grand  k  Important 
object  including  in  it  almost  every  thing  else  which  we  should 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


457 

neper  lose  siglit  of,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  perseverance  will  at 
last  obtain  It. 

I  am  sorry  the  recommendat"  of  liis  Grace  of  Canterbury,  & 
tlie  Bishop  of  London,  has  met  with  so  little  notice  from  a  certain 
quarter,  which  I  understand  to  be  the  case  fi-om  the  close  of 
your  Letter,  perhaps  it  is  owing  to  lus  being  of  diiferent  Religious 
Sentiments,  or  to  a  total  Indifference  in  these  matters. 

D^  Auchmuty. 


liEVD.  MR.  Ii\GlIS  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON 

ON   THE  SUBJECT   OF   IZI3   PLAN    FOIl  CHRIST  I ANIZING    THE    INHIANS. 

New  York,  AugU9, 1771. 
Worthy  Sir, 

Tills  moment  I  received  the  Society's  Sermon  &  Abstract  for 
the  present  Year,  &,  liearing  that  M"^  Finn  is  just  setting  out 
for  Schenectady,  I  send  a  Copy  by  him,  &  snatch  a  minute  to 
write  to  you, 

The  Sermon  was  preached  by  the  justly  celebrated  Bishop 
Lowth,  one  of  tlie  first  Characters  in  England  for  Erudition, 
Piety  &  Abilities.  I  observe  with  Pleasure  that  he  has  taken 
notice  of  the  Plan  we  have  now  under  Consideration  ;  which 
shews  tlie  Society's  attention  is  awake  to  this  Business, &  will  be 
no  bad  Preparative  for  its  going  down  with  others.  I  also 
observe  witli  singular  satisfaction  the  just  Compliment  liis  Lord- 
ship pays  you  at  page  2i  of  the  Sermon,  tho  lie  does  not  name 
you.  In  tiaith  what  he  says  coincides  exactly  witii  what  I  have 
always  thought  &  have  often  said.  Providence  seems  to  mark 
you  out  as  tlie  proper  Instrument  in  its  Hand,  to  civilise  those 
poor  savages,  &  bring  them  out  of  the  Bosom  of  Heathen  Dark- 
ness into  the  Fold  of  his  blessed  son ;  &  I  am  confident  that 
this  will  add  Lustre  to  your  memory  amongst  Posterity,  Lustre 
superior  even  to  that  you  have  so  justly  &  in  so  high  a  Degree 
ac(|uired  already  in  the  Field.  Such  a  Testimony  from  sucli  a 
man  as  Bishop  Lowth,  in  such  an  audience,  &  on  such  an  occa- 
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sion,  must  afford  the  most  sensible  satisfaction  to  a  geiievous 
mind,  &,  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  It. 

I  return  youmany  tliants  for  your  Letter  of  tlie  15tii  of  last 
month.  It  contains  several  useful  Hints,  of  wlilcli  I  shall  avail 
myself.  I  am  really  surprised  that  you  should  iind  Time  to 
write  so  often,  with  such  Perspecuity,  &  so  much  to  the 
purpose,  amidst  such  a  multiplicity  of  Business.  It  shews  a 
very  clear  Head,  &.  a  Turn  for,  as  well  as  regular -method  of, 
doing  Business.  The  memorial  is  almost  finished.  Tlie  contin- 
ual interruptions  I  daily  meet  with  from  parochial  Duties  & 
other  matters  have  much  retai-ded  it.  I  can  scarce  ever  sit  at  it 
two  Hours  at  a  tune — several  Days  pass  without  being  able  to 
devote  a  single  minute  to  it.  However  it  will  be  done  I  hope 
in  a  Fortnight ;  &  I  shall  then  send  it  to  you  by  some  safe 
Conveyance.  I  have  taken  a  good  deal  of  Pains  with  it,  & 
could  I  have  consulted  you  on  particular  occasions,  it  had  been 
better  executed.  However.it  will  undergo  your  Correction. 
After  retrenching  many  things,  it  will  fill  upwards  of  30  Pages 
in  Quarto.  The  Notice  Bishop  Lowth  has  taken  of  tliis  affair 
gives  me  fj'csh  spirits,  &  animates  me  with  ardour  to  write  what 
yet  remains.  I  have  had  a  Hint  lately  of  a  Fund  which  would 
assist  us  in  bearing,  the  Expence  of  this  Scheme ;  but  as  ray 
intelligence  is  yet  imperfect,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  it  at 
present.  I  siiall  endeavor  to  gain  more  satisfactory  Intelligence, 
&  shall  not  fail  of  acquainting  you  witli  it  immediately,  if 
obtained. 

You  liave  lately  had  a  Sample  of  our  late  Right  Honourable 
Governor',  From  that  Specimen  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of 
the  Man.  At  present  we  have  a  truly  worthy  Governor^.  He 
is.a.Gentlemanofexcellent  Sense,  as  you  may  see  by  the  answers 
to  the  addresses  presented  to  liim  ;  his  Life  is  most  exemplary, 
&,heis  a  warm  Friend  to  Religion,  to  the  Church  of  England  & 
the  Society.  From  his  well  known  Character,  I  have  not  a 
Doubt  but  he  would  zealously  second  our  Design  ;  &  from  private 
Intbrmation  I  learn  that  he  has  considerable  Infiueuee  with  Lord 
Hillsboro,  which  I  presume  will.be  increased  by  his  late  services 
in  N'.  Carolina.  For  these  Reasons,  as  well  as  because  the 
1  Tlio  Earl  of  Dunmorc,  2  Gov.  Trjon. 
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Instructions  delivered  to  our  Governors  contaiE  an  article 
expressly  injoining  them  to  find  out  Ways  &  Means  for  convert- 
ing the  Savages,  (which  I  use  as  an  Argument  for  the  Interposi- 
tion of  Government  in  the  present  Case)  I  have  been  considering 
whether  it  might  not  he  proper  to  consult  Governor  Tryon  on 
this  occasion,  &  engage  him  in  t1ie  affair.  Tots  are  the  hest 
Judge  of  this,  &  I  would  by  no  means  do  any  Thing  in  it  without 
consulting  you.  Ee  pleased  to  let  me  know  your  Sentiments  ;  &, 
I  shall  punctually  comply  with  your  Directions.  M''  Tryon  does 
not  know  any  Thing  of  the  affair  as  yet. 

The  topograpliical  account  of  the  Indian  Country,  as  you  justly 
observe,  would  require  a  very  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
Relater— much  more  accurate  than  I  am  master  of.  You  will 
find  I  have  only  given  a  short  ,&  general  Account,  merely  with 
a  View  to  make  the  plan,  more  intelligible  in  England.  If  yon 
can  inform  me,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  Bishop  of 
Quebec  has  Permission  to  ordain  missionaries,  &  send  them  where 
he  thinks  proper.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he  has  j  but  would 
chuse  to  be  certain.  The  Articles  of  CapituIatioDj  or  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  afterwards,  say  nothing  about  it. 

My  best  Compliments  wait  on  Sir  John — &  be  assured 
you  have  the  sincere  Esteem  &  best  wishes  ofj 
Worthy  Sir, 
Your  very  affectionate  & 
humble  Serv' 

Charles  Inglis. 
To  Sir  W™  Johnson  Baron' 

P.  S.  It  would  give  me  mnchPleasureto  hear  from  you  soon. 
Could  a  Map  of  tlie  Country  of  the  Iroquois  be  transmitted  with 
the  Memorial,  pointing  out  the  different  Races  tliere  mentioned, 
I  believe  it  would  be  of  Service  perhaps  it  would  be  difficidt  to 
procure  this — I  have  several  Maps  by  ms^  but  they  are  all  very 
imperfect. 
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TOTE  OF  THE  BOSTOx\  PROPAGATION  SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Company  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  in  New  England  &  parts  adjacent. 

Tlie  Governor  having  communicated  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  the  Correspondence  between  him  and  Sir  Will" 
Johnson  in  consequence  of  a  vote  of  the  13"*  May  relative  to  the 
Journal  of  M''  Kirbland,  the  Companys  Missionary  at  Oneida  : 
and  M'.  KirMand  being  now  in  town  k  attending  the  Commia- 
sioners  &  inform'g  tliem.  That  he  had  lately  seen  S'  William 
and  had  I'elated  to  him  those  passages  in  his  Journal  to  which 
the  vote  of  the  Board  and  the  Governors  letter  in  consequence 
thei'cof  referred ;  and  had  likewise  acquainted  him,  that  the 
wliole  of  tlie  matters  which  he  had  laid  before  the  Board,  he  had 
represented  as  coming  from  tlie  Indians  ;  which  liltewise  appears 
from  the  Journal  ilseif.  And  Sir  William  having  express'd  to 
M''.  Kirkland  his  desire  for  the  success  of  the  Mission,  the  Board 
now  think  it  proper  to  desire  the  Governor  to  give  their  tlianis 
to  Sir  William  for  his  kind  expressions  of  regai'd  contained  Iwth 
in  his  Letter  to  the  Governor  &  in  conversation  with  Mf. 
Kii'kland :  and  to  desire  the  countenance  of  his  favour  and 
encouragement  to  the  Mission. 

Copy  A.  Oliver. 


SIR  WM.  JOIIXSON  TO  EEVD  MR.  EIRTLAND, 

DEMANDINCi    A   COPV    OF    HIS    REPORT   TO    THE   COST 

Johnson  hal]  Augt  23'i  1771. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  Gov''  Hutchinson  inclosing 
some  papers  fi'om  tlie  Committee  at  Boston  for  propagating 
Christ"  faith,  they  relate  to  a  Journal  you  have  lately  transmitted 
to  them,  The  parliculai-s  of  which  are  not  raent*'  I  must  desire 
to  know  from  you  what  was  the  occasion  of  your  Writing, 
&  that  3'ou  will  send  me  the  whole  particulars  as  I  am  given 
to  understand,  that  it  contained    some  Eepresentations,  that 
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regard  me.     It  is  necessary  that  I  slioulil  have  the  whole  of  this 
matter  from  yourself  without  delay. 

I  am,  Sir, 
The  Eevi  M''  Kirtland. 


Sin  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  RE\D.  CHARLES  INGUS 

IN   FURTHER   RELATION   TO   HIS   PLAN. 

Joliiisoji  liall  Sepf^  lUth  1771. 
Good  Sli-, 

On  my  return  from  a  Spring  back  of  Scheiiectaday  which  has 
lately  been  discovered,  I  was  favored  with  your  kind  Letter 
inclosing  Bishop  Lowth's  Sermon,  &  the  Abstract  for  wliicli  I 
kindly  thank  you.  ■ 

As  I  believe  1  must  acknowledge  the  Compliment  therein  as 
Intended  for  me,  I  am  bound  in  Gratitude  to  declare  to  you  my 
obligation  to  that  Worthy  Prelate  for  tlie  Distinguished  honor 
lie  has  conferred  on  my  little  endeavors  In  his  excellent  Dis- 
course before  so  Worthy  &.  respectable  an  audience. 

I  can  affirm  with  Truth  tliat  besides  my  own  heartfelt  Satis- 
faction I  have  no  motive,  or  occasion  to  Spurr  my  Inclinations 
than  thereby  to  acquire  the  friendship  of  those  Worthy  Charac- 
ters by  whom  it  is  an  honor  to  be  Esteemed  &  1  am  only 
concerned  that  with  such  Inclinations  I  have  not  more  ability  to 
merit  theii'  favorable  Testimonies. 

You  have  doubtless  many  interruptions  in  the  prosecut"  of 
your  favorite  object,  but  I  hope  you  may  soon  compleat  it  to  yf 
Satisfact"  as  I  know  it  will  be  to  mine  when  you  favor  me  with 
ttie  perusal. 

If  you  think  the  fund  j"ou  hint-  at  will  at  all  answer  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  it  explained,  and  I  approve  much  of  y  Intended 
application  to  GoV  Tryon,as  his  amiable  character,  and  Counte- 
nance of  the  Cliurch  in  the  Colony  lie  lately  Governed  sliews 
him  to  be  a  real  friend  to  its  Interests  tlie  orig'  Intentions,  (or 
perhaps  pretences)  of  all  Gov'*  in  planting  America  seemed  to 
have  the  Christianizing  the  Natives  as  a  principal  object.     It  has 
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been  declared  in  Charters  &  I  believe  in  the  Gov*  Instructions, 
but  tho'  it  may  have  been  long  considered  as  matter  of  form,  & 
Consequently  little  regarded,  It  may  nevertlieless  have  a  good 
effect,  and  meet  ■with  more  serious  attention  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  a  Gent  already  disposed  to  the  Interests  of  the  Church. 

I  cannot  at  present  certainly  inform  you  whether  the  Bishop 
of  Quebec  can  ordain  Missionaries,  &c,  tho'  I  believe  he  can, 
but  I  imagine  if  so,  that  they  are  not  to  be  Jesuites  that  order 
being  so  much  discountenanced  in  most  of  the  Romish  States, 
and  Secretly  disliked  by  the  Clergy  of  that  denominant"  from 
the  superiority  of  their  Influence,  over  the  Great  of  that  Church. 

I  think  tliat  a  Map  of  the  Country  you  speali  of  freed  from 
the  errors  of  all  those  that  have  been  published  would  greatly 
Illustrate  your  Work  but  no  Eegular  surveys  have  been  made 
thereof.  The  most  accurate  sketches  that  have  been  obtained 
are  in  the  hands  of  Col.  G.  Johnson  who  lias  taken  much  pains 
in  these  matters,  and  will  readily  contribute  his  assistance  by 
sending  you  such  a  one  as  may  in  some  measure  answer  y 
desires. 

The  EevJ  M''  CJia^  Inglis. 


THE  REVD.  CHAEIES  INGLIS  TO  Silt  WM.  JOHNSON. 

NewYork,  Sep.  21,  1771. 
Wortliy  Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  Tours  of  the  lO^ii  Instant;  tho  it  did  not 
come  to  Hand  till  after  I  sent  the  Jlemorial  by  M'  Browne  of 
Skenectady,  which  T  hope  you  have  recieved  by  this  Time. 

1  am  fully  sensible  you  require  "  no  Spur  to  your  Inclinations" 
with  Regard  to  the  measures  proposed  for  converting  the  Indians. 
Indeed  your  Zeal  is  what  cbieily  animates  the  Friends  of  that 
Scheme  with  Hopes  of  its  Success  :  Audit  is  evident  that  Bishop 
Lowth  only  intended  to  give  a  Testimony  in  his  Sermon  of  the 
Sense  that  He  &  the  Society  liave  of  your  Zeal  in  this  good 
causej  &  how  much  depends  upon  you.  For  my  part,  I  am  free 
to  declare,  as  1  always  have,  that  next  to  Providence,  my  chief 


,,Goo»^lc 


THE   SIX   KATIOKS.  -163 

Expectation  &  Pepeiidaiico  are  founded  on  Your  Zeal,  Abilities 
&  Inflneiice  both  witli  the  Ministry  &  the  Indians ;  &  if  any 
Tiling  is  ever  done  for  the  latter,  I  am  persuaded  it  must  be  thro 
Your  Means. 

As  the  Conversion  of  the  Indians  is  not  mentioned  in  Governor 
Tryon's  Instructions,  I  have  not  said  any  TMng  to  him  on  .the 
Subject,  His  Concurrence  Indeed  might  be  of  Service  &  I  verily 
believe  he  would  readily  join  in  forwarding  the  Scheme  were  he 
required  to  do  so.  But  from  Motives  of  Delicacy,  I  would  chuse 
to  decline  it,  before  I  have  a  corrected  Copy  of  the  Memorial 
from  You.  In  my  humble  Opinion,  a  Letter  from  Yourself  to 
his  Excellency,  mentioning  the  Expediency  of  the  proposed 
measures  to  convert  &  civilise  the  Indians,  &  desiring  him  to  join 
in  supporting  the  Petition  of  the  Memorial  by  writing  to  Lord 
Hillsborough,  would  be  tlie  best  Method  of  Procedure.  What- 
ever you  judge  proper  notwithstanding,  will  readily  be  acquiesced 
in  by  me;  &  I  shall  punctually  follow  your  Directions. 

The  Hint  I  formerly  gave  you  of  a  Fund  to  support  the  Indian 
Missions,  I  received  fl:om  His  Excellency  Governor  Franklin. 
I  had  warmly  recommended  him  t«  the  Society  for  Admission  as 
a  Member.  Accordingly  he  was  elected ;  &  upon  recieving 
notice  of  this  from  D^  Burton,  I  acquainted  his  Excellency  with 
it  by  Letter.  In  his  answer,  lie  told  me  among  other  Things — 
That  there  were  several  valuable  Islands  in  Delaware  River 
which  had  not  been  yet  annexed  either  to  Pennsylvania  or  New 
Jersey — that  the  Inhabitants,  of  those  Islands  who  were  nume- 
rous, M'ere  desirous  to  have  the  Islands  annexed  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Jersey — that  on  this  Consideration^  they  would  be 
willing  to  pay  down  a  large  Sum  of  money,  or  be  afterwards 
subject  to  a  considerable  Quit- Rent — &  His  Excellency  imagined 
that  the  Sum  they  would  advance,  or  the  Quit  Rents  they  should 
afterwards  pay,  might  easily  be  procured  for  the  Support  of  an 
American  Episcopate,  or  of  Indian  Missions.  I  immediately 
wrote  to  him,  requesting  to  know  what  he.thought  the  Quit  Rents 
of  those  Islands  might  amount  to  annually  &  that  he  would  use 
his  Influence  with  the  Ministry  to  have  them  appropriated  to  the 
Uses  he  mentioned.  I  have  yet  recieved  no  Answer  to  this 
Letter,  tho  several  Weeks  have  elapsed  since  it  was  written, 
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which  I  impute  to  the  Governor's  being  much  perplexed  at  pre- 
sent with  Business.  However,  as  the  Corporation  for  the  Relief 
of  Clergymen's  Widows,  &c  is  to  meet  at  Amboy  the  Week  after 
next,  where  I  shall  attend  ;  I  intend  to  go  from  thence  to  Bur- 
lington to  confer  with  his  Excellency  on  the  Subject,  if  I  should 
not  hear  from  him  before  that  Time.  I  shall  communicate  to 
you  whatever  Intelligence  I  recieve. 

I  am  tlie  more  anxious  about  this  affair,  as  I  apprehend  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  the  Memorial's  taking  place,  will  be  the  Fund 
that  it  requires.  The  Measure  is  so  evidently  necessary  &  the 
whole  Design  so  humane  &  expedient  in  every  Respect,  which  it 
recommends,  that  no  Man  can  object  to  it,  or  forbear  wishing  it 
success.  How  many  Thousands  are  annually  expended  by 
Government  on  Matters  whici  are  extremely  trivial  compared 
to  this  !  This  however  is  what  we  have  Nothing  to  do  with. 
Could  any  Fund,  not  yet  appropriated,  be  pointed  out,— I  am 
convinced  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  Scheme,  &  contribute  to 
procure  for  it  the  Countenance  of  Government ;  for  such  a  Fund 
would,  I  think,  be  readily  granted  for  the  purpose.  If  none  such 
can  be  specified,  the  Memorial  must  even  take  its  Chance. 
There  is  no  Doubt  that  the  Ministry  will  pay  great  Regard  to 
whatever  comes  from  you  on  this  Head.  Your  Recommendation 
win  draw  their  attention,  if  any  Thing  can  ;  for  it  is  not  only 
my  Opinion,  but  that  of  every  one  besides,  that  there  is  no  per- 
son whatever  whose  Influence  is  more  essential  to  the  Pe^ce  & 
Welfare  of  America  than  Yours  at  present. 

I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  Col.  Johnson  for  the  Map  of  the 
Iroquois  Country  you  mention.  But  probably  it  should  rather 
go  with  the  Copy  of  the  Memorial  that  you  may  send  to  Lord 
Hillsborough.  The  only  Reason  for  which'  I  desired  it  was  to 
make  the  Plan  laid  down  in  the  Memorial  more  intelligble  in 
England;  &  of  Course  command  more  attention  toit — Not  but 
that  I  should  be  much  pleased  to  see  a  correct  Map  of  that 
Country :  but  I  would  not  desire  any  Gentleman  to  be  at  so 
much  Trouble  merely  for  that  Purpose.  My  best  Compliments 
wait  on  Col.  Johnson  &  Sir  John — Col.  Clause  I  s 
yet  returned  from  Canada, 
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If  you  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  make  any  very  great  Altera- 
tions in  tlie  Memorial,  perhaps  tlie  most  expeditious  Method,  & 
what  would  be  attended  with  least  Trouble  to  you,  would  be  to 
make  those  Alterations,  Interlineations,  &c  m  the  Copy  I  sent 
You  J  &  after  you  liave  had  it  transcribed  fair,  to  return  it  to 
me.    From  it  I  shall  mate  another  Transcript  for  the  Society. 

M''  Stuart  is  now  here  on  his  Return  to  Fort  Hunter.  He 
will  set  out  for  Home  in  a  few  Days.  The  little  Geiitlemau 
seems  to  bear  Fatigue  very  well.  With  every  Wish  for  Your 
Health  &  Happiness,  I  am,  Worthy  Sir, 

Tour  most  affectionate 
&  humble  Serv' 

CUASLES  IhGLIS. 

To  Sir  Wm  Johnson. 

P.  S.  I  hope  You  received  Benefit  from  the  Springs  near  Ske- 
nectady — It  is  very  sickly  all  round  us,  owing  to  the  heavy 
Eaius  we  have  had  during  the  Summer — 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  MY.  CHAS.  INGLIS, 

WITH   HIS    OPINION   ON  THE  PLAN    FOR  CHKISTIANIZING  THE  INDIANS. 

Johnson  hall  Sepf  28''-  1771. 
Good  Sir, 

Your  last  favor  was  so  long  by  the  Way  that  I  have  scarcely 
had  leisure  to  give  your  Memorial  a  perfect  reading  as  my  sou 
&  Col;  Johnson  were  going  for  N  York,  I  thought  it  the  best 
opportunity  I  could  have  for  returning  it  safe  to  y  hands  and 
for  the  same  reasons  shall  omit  some  particulars  which  otherwise 
I  should  have  enlarged  upon.  I  am  vastly  pleased  with  y  Work 
&  I  do  assure  you  that  It  was  with  great  satisfaction  I  found  so 
many  Important  heads  which  would  each  In  my  ojinion  have 
filled  a  pamphlet  completely,-  k  Clearly  discussed  in  a  few 
sheets. 

From  the  Indulgence  you  liave  given  me  I  must  however 
observe  to  you,  that.  In  the  plan  for  the  Indians  Conversion  I 
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cannot  think  it  safe  to  admit  either  Husbandmen  or  MechaBieks 
I  believe  I  formerly  assigned  some  reasons  for  this  my  opinion 
whicli  were  principally  founded  onthe  Jealousy  of  the  lud'  f« 
this  I  might  have  added  some  reasons  of  equal  Weight,  for  which 
I  now  refer  you  to  Col:  Johnson,  and  therefore  shall  only  add, 
thatif  you  can  take  away  all  that  regards  that  head  the  remain- 
der will  perfectly  Express  my  Sentiments  and  wishes-  That 
parti  am  persuaded  must  have  appeared  to  you  ExtreameJy 
necessary,  and  but  for  some  causes  which  few  ai'e  acquainted 
with  It  would  have  been  so.  I  am  not  under  the  apprehension 
that  you  will  condemn  my  freedom  inpointingont  this,  for  I  shall 
allways  treat  you  with  that  Candor  which  is  due  to  Tour  merit 
and  friendship.  I  send  herewith  a  Letter  to  Lord  Hillsboro' 
wherein  I  have  endeavored  to  do  some  Justice  to  your  Work, 
which  at  the  same  time  obliged  me  to  Introduce  you  as  the 
author,  Tho'  this  was  but  an  Act  of  Justice  I  had  sev'  other 
good  reasons  for  it,  and  the  work  can  be  very  Easily  adapted  to 
that  Circumstance, 

I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  Introducing  D'  Cooper,  into 
this  Letter  In  such  a  manner  as  will  make  him  a  proper  person 
to  Deliver  the  Work  to  his  Lordship  and  will  I  trust  be  an  addi- 
tional Testimony  in  favor  of  his  Worth  &  Merit. 

I  shall  Long  to  hear  that  these  things  are  agreeable  to  you, 
and  In  the  Interim  remain  with  perfect  Esteem 

D'  S' 

The  Eev''  M''  Cha^  Inglis. 


RE?.  WM.  ANDREWS  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Sir, 

The  Fav<ft^s  I  have  received  from  you,  &  the  Civilities  you 
iiave  from  Time  to.Time  been  pleased  to  shew  me,  induces  me  to 
talie  the  Liberty  of  intbrming  You,  that  I  have  very  lately 
opened  a  Grammar  School  in  this  Town,  and  that  I  may  make 
it  the  more  generally  useful,!'  shall  give  Instructions,  in  Writing, 
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Reading  and  Arithmetic. — At  present  I  have  Ten  Scholars,  and 
as  tJie  Prices  are  raoderate,  I  have  the  Prospect  of  getting  more 
daily. 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  may  .merit  your  Countenance  and  Encourage- 
ment, as  it  sliall  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  Care  and 
Attention,  and  tliat  you  will  be  good  euough  to  patronize  this 
undertaking,  which  may  prove  useful  to  the  People  here,  and 
may  enable  me  to  continue  amongst  them. 

I  liad  determined  upon  waiting  on  you  to  communicate  this 
Scheme,  when  I  lately  preached  at  Fort-Hunter,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  some  Circumstances. 

Believe  me,  tlrnt  I  am,  with  the  truest  Gratitude, 
Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate, 
and  very  humble  Servant, 
Wm.  Andrews. 
Schenectady.  SSf'  Sep^.  1771. 
The  lioni*'^  Sir  W"'  Johnson  Bar'. 


REVD  MR.  INGLIS  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON, 

ON   THE   SUBJECT   OF   THE   MEMORIAL. 

New  York,  Octob.  23, 1771. 
Dear  &  worthy  Sir, 

I  received  your  last  Favour  by  Col.  Johnson,  &  iiitirely 
acquiesce  in  the  Method  you  propose  the  Memorial  should  be 
transmitted  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  you  are  indisputably  the  best 
Judge  of  the  properest  Manner,  as  I  am  fuUy  persuaded  that  no 
person  can  have  the  success  of  the  Measure  proposed  more  at 
Heart. 

It  was  extremely  kind  &  obliging  ia  send  your  Letter  to  Lord 
Hillsborough  open  ;  &  the  very  friendly,  tho  too  partial,  mention 
that  is  made  of  me  in  it,  claims  my  warmest  Gratitude.-  Be 
assured  I  have  the  highest  sense  of  the  Honour  you  do  me  ;  &  I 
shall  think  myself  extremely  happy,  if  under  your  Direction  & 
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Influence,  I  can  in  any  measure  be  instrumental  in  promoting  a 
scheme  by  wliich  so  many  advantages  may  be  derived  to  the 
State — so  mucli  Houour  to  our  Chnrcli — &  so  many  Benefits  to 
the  Indians,  wlio  I  beheve  want  no  more  than  proper  Cultnre, 
to  make  as  distinguishing  a  Figure  as  any  People  upon  Earth. 

The  amendment  you.  proposed  with  Respect  to  Farmers  & 
]\Iechanicsis  made.  Every  thing  relative  to  them,  except  Smiths, 
is  strucli  out,  I  confess  it  was  more  out  of  Compliance  with 
common  Prejudices  tliat  induced  me  to  insert  anything  about 
Farmers  &  Carpenters,  than  from  a  Conviction  of  their  utility. 
But  your  Hint  determined  me  immediately  to  leave  out  every 
thing  that  was  said  about  them.  The  article  concerning  Smiths 
is  retained  ;  because  you  did  not  object  toil,  &  the  Government 
formerly  allowed  them. 

By  Col.  Jolinson's  Directions  I  inserted  a fewmore  Particulars. 
Pondiac's  affair  is  more  fully  stated — the  Ravages  occasioned  by 
the  Insurrection  which  he  headed  are  more  minutely  delineated, 
being  of  great  Consequence  to  remove  the  Notion  of  our  being 
out  of  any  Danger  from  the  Indians,  as  we  are  Masters  of 
Canada.  "  A  few  Eeflections  are  also  added  concerning  the 
Western  Indians,  whose  Jealousy  is  raised  by  our  Conquest  of 
Canada,  &  by  which  we  have  more  Enemies  among  them  now 
than  formerly  ;  as  many  Nations,  to  whom  the  English  were  little 
known  before,  &  wliom  the  French  taught  to  despise  ns,  now 
observe  us  with  a  Jealous  Eye.  And  lastly,  I  have  thrown  out 
a  Hint  near  the  Conclusion,  liow  much  more  agreable  to  tlie 
Indians  the  solemnity  of  our  Worship  is  than  that  of  the  Dissen- 
ters— that  the  Indians  esteem  the  National  EeUgion  most,  being 
professed  by  the  King ;  &.  that  it  would  be  more  eligible  to 
entrust  their  Conversion  to  Clergymen  of  the  Chuch  of  England, 
by  whicli  their  Fidelity  to  the  Crown  would  be  indubitably 
secured,  than  to  Dissenting  Teachers. 

Having  made  these  alterations  andadditions  besides  a  few  others 
tiiafc  were  necessaryas  the  Memorial  was  not  to  go  in  your  Name, 
I  had  it  copied  out  lair  in  a  good  Hand,  &  in  a  Quarto  Size ;  and 
having  a  Marble  cover,  with  Col.  Johnson's  accurate  &  neat  Map 
prefixed,  made  a  Handsome  looking  Pamphlet.  I  laid  the  Memo- 
rial, as  you  intimated,  before  Governor  Tryon,  wlio  was  so  kind 
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as  to  approve  it  &  I  believe  recommended  it  to  Lord  Hillsboro  r 
Your  Letter  however  is  what  I  place  all  my  hope  on  of  having 
any  attention  paid  to  this  Scheme  by  Government ;  altlio  I 
thought  it  my  Duty  to  write  the  Society  that  they  would  join  in 
urgmg  this  Business ;  particularly  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Oxford, 
who  has  lattly  favoured  me  with  a  Letter,  &  to  whom  I  have 
communicated  largely  my  Sentiments  on  this  subject,  God 
Grant  that  the  Steps  taken  may  he  attended  with  success. 
There  are  few  earthly  objects  that  would  give  me  more  sincere 
Pleasure. 

D'  Cooper  is  saild.  He  was  very  thankful  for  the  friendly 
notice  you  took  of  him  in  your  Letter  to  Lord  HUlsborough,  & 
desired  to  be  atfectionately  remembered  to  you.  He  was  on  tlie 
point  of  embarldng  when  Sir  John  &  Col.  Johnson  came  to  Town, 
&  I  have  been  so  constantly  employed  in  assisting  to  prepare 
addresses  to  go  by  him  from  the  Clergy  &  the  College,  &  in 
moving  to  the  College,  that  I  have  been  deprived  much  more  of 
tlie  Pleasure  of  their  Company  than  I  would  'Chuse.  Indeed 
their  Friends  were  so  glad  to  see  them,  after  so  long  an  Absence, 
that  they  were  almost  continually  out,  &  I  could  only  spend  a 
Couple  of  Evenings  with  them.  There  is  an  affair  relative  to 
Kirtlaad,  tlie  Indian  Missionary,  which  I  have  mentioned  to  Col. 
Johnson  to  he  communicated  to  you,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  com- 
mit it  to  writmg.  Tou  are  the  only  Person  tliat  can  accomplisli 
It,  and  it  requires  much  Delicacy, 

Your  approbation  of  the  Memorial  gives  me  much  Pleasure. 
But  in  Reahty  if  it  has  any  Merit,  It  should  be  placed  to  your 
own  Account ;  as  I  only  arranged  the  Materials  with  which  you 
supplied  me  ;  &  this ,  I  mentioned  both  to  M"^  Tryon  &  the 
Society. 

By  this  Time  I  hope  you  are  returned  safe  from  your  Excur- 
sions into  the  Indian  Country.     That  every  Felicity  may  attend 
you — &  that  you  may  he  long  continued  a  Blessing  &  an  orna- 
ment to  this  Country,  is  the  sincere  Wish  &  Prayer  of. 
Worthy  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate 
much  obliged  &  very  humble  Serv' 
To  Sir  W'"  Johnson  Charles  Inglis. 
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SEVD  WM.  ANDREWS  TO  SIK  WM.  JOHNSON. 
Sir, 

I  lately  took  the  Liberty  of  acquainting  You,  that  I  had 
opened  a  Grammar  School  in  this  Town,  and  since  that,  I  have 
determined  on  forming  it  into  an  Academy,  and  propose  giving 
Instructions  in  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Geogi'aphy  and 
History  to  those  who  may  be  designed  to  fill  the  Stations  of 
active  Life,  exclusive  of  tliose  who  may  be  taught  the  Learned 
Languages- — Book-keeping,  and  Merchants  accompts  to  fit  them 
for  Business,  or  the  Mechanic  Arts. — AtpreseutI  have  Thirteen 
Scholars,  and  as  the  Prices  are  moderate  for  teaching,  and 
receiving  Boarders,  I  have  a  good  Prospect  of  getting  more 
daily. 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  may  merit  your  Countenance  and  Encourage- 
ment, as  it  shall  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  Cai'e  and  Atten- 
tion, and  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  patronize  this  PJan, 
wliich  may  prove  very  useful  to  this  Place,  and  may  enable  me 
to  continue  in  this  Mission. 

When  I  left  London  I  positively  saw  my  Salary  settled  in  the 
venerable  Society's  Books  at  £50  Sterling  a  year,  and  I  then  ex- 
press'd  my  surprize  that  it  exceeded  my  Expectations  by  £10, 
as  I  knew  you  had  been  pleased  to  have  had  even  that  annexed 
to  what  it  formerly  was. — But  by  a  Letter  from  Doctor  Burton,  & 
from  the  Abstracts  for  this  Year,  I  learn  it  really  is  no  more  than 
£iiO,  which  together  with  what  my  Congregation  give,  which 
is  £iO  Curerncy,  is  quite  insufficient  to  support  me. — ^Indeed 
tlie  people  subscribe  as  largely  &  willingly  as  they  possibly  can. 
In  sliort,  they  contribute  all  in  their  Power  to  make  me  live 
easy,  and  I  do  every  Thing  I  can  to  please  them,  by  doing  my 
Duty  amongst  them. 

Wliat  I  only  wish  for,  is,  that  the  venerable  Society  wou'd 
please  to  add  something  to  My  Income,  either  on  Account  of 
the  School,  or  because  of  the  Poverty  of  the  Mission. — For,  I 
believe  I  may  safely  pronounce  it  to  be  one  of  the  poorest.  Mis- 
sions on  the  Continent. — Still  I  wou'd  not  wish  to  appear  discon- 
tented, for  I  am  far  from  being  so — I  only  desire  to,  have  my 
Income  so  settled,  in  a  moderate  Way,  That  I  can  make  it 
barely  satisfy  my  few  Wants. 
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Wlicnevei'  your  Church  is  fit  for  Service,  I  shoii'd  be  wiHJug, 
if  agreeable  to  you  to  preach  at  times,  till  you  please  to  receive 
a  Clergymanj  as  that  is  the  only  Method  I  have  of  shewing  my 
Gratitude  for  the  Favors  you  have  conferi'edj  on  liira  who  is 
with  great  Respect 

Sir,  Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  Andrews. 
Schenectady,  5^^  November  1771. 
The  Houbie  Sir  W™  Johnson  Bart 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  THE  REYD  MB.  ANDREWS. 

Johnson  hall  Nov  IS'h  1771. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  fevor  of  yours  informing  me  of  your  having 
opened  a  Grammar  School,  and  of  your  resolution  since  to  form 
it  into  an  Academy,  of  all  which  I  cannot  but  approve  from  the 
Just  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  abilities  for  &  attention  to  the 
duties  of  such  an  Undertaking.  You  may  therefore  be  assured, 
of  such  encouragement  &  recommendation  as  it  is  in  my  power 
to  afford  you. 

I  am  really  concerned  at  your  disappointment  of  the  additional 
£10  per  annum,  being  thoroughly  persuaded  of  the  reasonable- 
ness of  what  you  say  concerning  your  present  situation  which  I 
wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  improve,  by  anything  I  can  say  in 
your  behalf,  and  with  that  View  shall  mention  your  case  in  my 
next  Letters  to  the  Society,  tho'  I  am  sensible  that  their  funds, 
are  much  reduced  by  the  late  necessary  Estabhahm'. 

It  ia  ray  sincere  wish  that  your  present  useful  undertaking 
may  alleviate  those  disagreable  circumstances  which  you  have 
described,  and  become  more  suitable  to  your  Merit  than  the 
moderation  of  your  Wishes  which  are  an  additional  recommen- 
dation to  your  Character. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  offer  of  preaeliing  at  Johnstown 
occasionally,  till  that  Mission  is  supplied,  which  I  should  by  no 
means  decline  If  It  could  be  done  Consistent  with  your  Engage- 
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nients  in  Sdienectadyj  as  I  sliall  allways  be  glad  to  see  you,  and 
to  demonstrate  that  I  am  with  regard, 

Your  hearty  Well  Wisher 

&  most  humble  Servt, 
The  Eev'i  M^  W™  Andrews. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  HEVD.  CHAELES  INGLIS. 

Johnson  Hall  Jany  27t>'  1773. 
Good  Sir 

I  have  been  lately  favored  with  youi'  Lett«r  of  the  4Ui  Inst 
on  the  subject  of  which  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  aiford  you 
satisfaction,  For  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  be  the  Instrument 
in  procuring  suitable  relief  for  a  Lady  of  the  Character  &  merit 
you  describe,  and  especially  one  who  is  Connected  with  you. 

There  is  such  a  fund  in  Ireland  as  you  describe  which  as  I 
have  allways  understood  was  used  Chiefly  for  the  support  of 
Ladies  whose  Husbands  or  near  Connections  had  served  the 
state,  and  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant;  wliether  M" 
Ellis  is  within  the  predicament  I  have  mentioned,  or  not,  I  sup- 
pose that  with  proper  Interest  she  might  be  placed  on  the  List, 
but  really  I  am  unluckily  a  most  unfit  person  to  make  such 
application,  for  a  residence  of  above  30  years  in  America 
together  with  the  nature  of  my  office  which  directs  my  Corres- 
pondence to  England  has  deprived  me  of  all  my  old  acquain- 
tances In  Ireland  who  could  be  of  any  service,  &  lor  many  years 
Limited  my  Correspondence  to  my  own  family,  and  as  far  as 
Lord  Townsend  tho'  he  has  been  for  a  short  time  in  America, 
yet  we  never  sen'^ed  together,  neither  had  I  any  opportunity  of 
seeing  or  being  known  to  him,  for  which  reason  you  know  I 
could  not  with  tlie  least  propriety  apply  to  him,  or  direct  the 
disposition  of  his  bounty  at  such  a  distance, — any  of  the  Donegal 
members  might  do  her  business  at  once,  and  I  have  understood 
that  it  is  thro' such  Channell  that  such  favors  are  dispensed; 
If  this  did  not  occur  to  you,  perhaps  it  may  be  of  some  use,  at 
least- 1  wish  it,  for  I  am  really  concerned  that  in  this  Instance  I 
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cnnnot  shew  you  how  much  I  am  inclined  to  serve  Indigent 
merit,  &  to  oblige  jou  I  am  hopeMI  that  by  this  Time  you  may 
have  heard  of  the  safe  arrival  of  D^  Coo'per  in  England,  and 
sincerely  wish  success  to  every  thing  that  is  committted  to  his 
charge,  TIio'  I  dont  linow  all  the  objects  of  his  voyagfe,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  he  will  prove  an  able  Sollicitor,  &  that  the 
Indian  Memorial  will  meet  with  some  attention.  Tour  preju- 
dices in  layer  of  these  people  are  truly  laudable,  and  I  hopeyou 
will  ere  long  see  some  of  our  good  Wishes  accomplished. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  tor  the  Pamphlett  you 
mention  whenever  any  private  hand  offers,  and  also  to  hear  any 
thing  material  that  may  be- sent  you  from  England, 

It  is  of  tlie  liighest  importance  to  all  new  seats  of  Learning 
that  they  ac(^uire  an  early  reputation  and  the  friends  of  N 
York  College  must  be  pleased  to  find  that  D'  Coopers  place  ia  so 
ably  filled  in  his  absence. 

I  shall  remember  you  to  M^  Stewart,  and  have  8'  John  &  Col: 
Johnsons  kind  Compliments  now  to  transmit  you.  I  shall  also 
Let  the  Indian  know  your  farther  remembrance  of  his  Sou  which 
will  be  taken  very  kindly.  At  present  I  can  only  add  farther 
that  I  am      Most  Sincerely 

The  Reyl  M'^  Chas  Ing]is. 


MR.  JOHN  COTTGHATE  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

RESPECTIKG    THE  CHL-KCH    &.C. 

Johns  Town  18'h  May  1772. 
Honoured  Sir. 

As  the  Capital  of  Tryon  is  fixed  upon  to  be  here,  I  should  he 
wanting  in  Duty,  if  I  was  to  .omit  the  opportunity  to  congratu- 
late your  Honour  thereupon:  but  as  my  intention  therein  will 
not  agree  with  Custom,  I  shall  proceed;  and  leave  two  or  three 
things  for  your  Honours '  consideration,  the  first  of  which 
is,  for  the  immediate  finishing  of  the  Ghiu-cli;  for  as  the  Church 
now  remains;  your  Honour  and  family  cannot  have  the  satisfac- 
tion which  you  otherwise  would  have,  if  the  Church  was  finislied. 
the  Children  for  instance,  mix  with  the  Aged,  for  the  want  of 
—and  for  the  want  of  seats,  many  of  the  Grown  oeopla 
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are  very  troublesome — The  nest  thing  I  consider  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  General  wellfare  of  this  Patent,  is  the^Clothing 
of  the  Poor  Children,  with  something  low  priced  for  a  suitable 
uniform,  to  be  worn  at  no  other  Time  but  on  the  Sabath — this 
would  encourage  and  Command  the  Childrens  attendance,  and 
engage  their  Parents:  and  when  Care  is  taken  of  the  Childrens 
CloatheSj  the  expense  of  Clothing  them  will  be  inconsiderable, 
what  a  pitty  is  it  therefore,  to  see,  so  great,  and  so  good  a  thing, 
as  this  is  not  to  take  place;  when  a  Boy,  to  ride  post  from  the 
Hall  (who  perhaps  like  too  many  others  live  in  idleness)  would 
more  than  pay  the  sum  wliich  the  before  recommended  Charity 
will  require-^^The  next  thing  I,  meaa  to  refer  to,  is  the  Building 
of  a  new  Free  School  house  nearly  in  the  Centre  of  the  Free 
Schorf-House  Lot  in  the  form,  of  an  academy;  with  a  conven- 
iency  at  the  top,  for  the  little  Bell  of  the  Hall;  if  this  was  to  be 
done,  the  present  School  House  might  be  removed  upon  one  of 
the  vacant  Lots  in  Town,  and  answer  the  End  of  a  dwelling 
house — as  it  would  not  be  proper  for  to  have  the  New  Free 
School  in  the  least  incumbered,  but  to  have  the  whole  Lott 
fenced  in  neatly,  and  Sutable  Trees  planted  round  the  wliole 
square.  If  these  things  was  done,  (which  is  of  far  greater  Con- 
sequence tlian  the  Building  of  Bloekliouses  in  Town)  your 
Honour  would  then  engage  the  attention  of  people,  and  perhaps 
them  who  live  in  the  remotest  part  of  his  present  Mjyesty's 
Dominions.  And  as  the  particulars  refered  to,  generally  atract 
the  attention  of  Gentlemen  of  the  first  rank;  and  as  youi 
Honour  is  capable  of  giving  the  foremost  of  them  a  Pattern,  its 
a  pitty  any  hiu'ry  of  Business  shou'd  so  far  interfere,  as  to  set 
aside  your  Honours  intention  therein. — and  the  only  reason  why 
I  have  been  so  very  troublesome  at  times  to  your  Honour  as  I 
have  been,  is  owing  to  my  being' a  Spectator  to  Transactions, 
which  selfevidently  debars  your  Honoui-  from  being  as  Great, 
which  your  Honours  universal  Goodness  of  heart  entitles  you 
of  being,  is  the  opinion,  of  Honoured  Sir, 

your  Honours  most  Dutifull 

and  very  obliged  Serv' 

John  Cott grave. 
Honourable  Sir  WiUiam  Johnson  Baronet, 
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N".  B.  As  the  first  years  Cloathing  will  appear  at  this  Time 
perhaps  too  expensive  (your  Honour  having  so  man}'  to  provide 
for);  I  will  be  willing  fi-om  the  same  Consideration  to  allow  your 
Honour  Ten  pounds  towards  the  expense:  and  if  my  Circum- 
stances were  otherwise  than  they  are  at  present,  I  do  assure  your 
Honourj  I  would  do  much  more  and  with  the  gi'eatest  pleasure- 
but  being  out  of  Trade  and  under  a  perticular  disadvantage  for 
the  present,  hope  your  Honour  will  excuse  my  offer,  and  to 
keep  the  same  as  a  Secret;  as  no  other  person  living  will  be 
acijuainted  with  my  Conclusion  thereupon. 


SIR  mi  JOHNSON  TO  THE  HEVD  MR.  ANDREWS 

Johnson  hall  June  25"'  1772. 
Sir, 

After  being  long  in  expectation  of  procuring  a  Missionary, 
for  this  place,  of  such  a  Character  as  I  could  wish  to  see  seated 
here,  thro'  the  kind  endeavors  of  the  Society,  and  finding  that 
such  a  person  had  not  been  found  out,  but  that  they  wished  me  to 
use  my  endeavors  to  get  one  that  was  fitting,  I  accordingly  wrote 
to  some  of  my  acquaintances  (wliose  enquirysl  thought  might  be 
attended  with  Success)  Signifying  that  on  their  meeting  with  a 
Gentleman  in  Orders  of  good  Character,  who  was  willing  to  settle 
liere,  I  sliould  give  him  a  favorable  reception,  Tvith  a  preferrence 
to  the  first  person  that  should  be  found,  I  have  lately  been 
informed  in  consequence  thereof  by  a  Friend  of  mine  that  he 
has  at  length  procured  me  a  Gentleman  of  fair  Cliaracter  and 
abilities  who  will  shortly  come  to  this  place  as  I  formerly  desired. 
I  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  as  at 
the  time  you  expressed  the  desire  to  remove  here,  It  was  not  in 
my  power  to  give  you  an  Answer,  with  any  degree  of  Certainty, 
least  somebody  had  been  already  fixed  upon  in  consequence  of 
my  former  application.  The  Gentleman  who  I  am  informed  will 
soon  be  up  is  an  entire  stranger  to  me,  but  from  the  recommen- 
dation I  liave  of  him,  I  imagine  I  cannot  deny  him  the  place  he 
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has  been  encouraged  to  expect  hy  the  Gentleman  whom  I  im 
powered. 

If  therefore  this  should  prevent  me  from  Ratifying  youi 
Wishes,  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  hopefull  it  w'iU  be  no  material 
disappointment  to  you  but  that  the  slenderness  of  your  present 
Mission  may  be  made  np  by  the  Success  of  your  Academy,  and 
the  great  use  which  I  am  persuaded  you  can  be  of  in  your 
present  situation  wiU  encourage  you  to  persevere  in  your  pious 
endeavors  at  Schenectady. 

I  am  allways,  with  Esteem, 
The  Rev'i  M'  W"'  Andrews.  Sip  &.c 


MR.  WM.  HANNA  TO  SIB  WM.  JOHNSOff. 

London  July  20th  1772 
Dear  Sir. 

Both  Gratitude  &  Inclination  induce  me  to  imbrace  the  first 
Opportunity  to  inform  yon  of  my  Success,  by  Virtne  of  your 
recommendatory  Letter  to  Co'  Sharpe  who  received  me  with 
much  Friendship'  &  Hospitality  :  &  kindly  asked  after  the  Health 
&  Prosperity  of  liis  Good  oM  Friend  Sir  William  Johnson.  At 
the  same  Time  let  me  know,  that  at  Present,  there  was  not  a 
vacant  Parish  in  Maryland,butif  I  inclined  to  persue  my  Design, 
he  would  recommend  me  to  his  Friends  in  Virginia  where  I 
could  have  a  Title  to  a  vacant  Parish ;  &  if  any  became  vacant 
in  Maryland  ;  he  wduld  use  his  Influence  for  my  Interest ;  and 
thought  it  premature  to  apply  to  Governor  Eden,  for  a  Living 
tin  I  was  in  holy  Orders  :  accordingly  I  received  from  Co'  Sharpe 
&  his  Friends  Letters  to  Lord  Fairfax,  Col  George  Fairfax  Co' 
Washington  &  others ;  whereby  I  readily  obtained  a  Title  to  a 
vacant  Parish  :  &  Letters  to  his  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  London 
by  whom  I  was  ordained  Deacon  the  tenth  &  Priest  the  four- 
teenth Ultimo. 

I  have  had  the  Pleasure  &  Happiness  to  fall  into  Company 
with  Your  good  Friends  Samuel  Wharton  Esq'  :  &  M-ijor  Trent 

1  Sakhbl  Whabioh,  son  of  Joseph  'Wharton  of  Philadelphia,  was  born  on  the 
Srd  of  May  1732,  He  was  a  Gentleman  of  very  considerable  talenta,  and  was 
concerned  In  a  purchase  made  of  the  Indiana  of  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  OMo, 
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who  reniembi'ing  a  few  Days  we  spent  togither  with  you  at  the 
Hall  before  the  general  Treaty  ;  and  understanding  that  I  was 
recommended  by  you  on  this  Occasion  were  pleased  to  take  a  par- 
ticular Notice  of  me  on  your  Account :  and  introduced  me  to 
some  of  the  first  Families  in  this  Place  :  by  whom  I  was  treated 
with  much  Kindness  &  generosity  &  iutertained  with  much 
Splendor.  And  when  I  informed  M^  Wharton  that  you  had 
adrised  me,  &  that  I  was  desirous  of  settling  in  Maryland  j  he 
procured  me  Letters  one  from  Sir  John  Eden  oldest  Brother  of 
Governor  Eden'  another  from  W'"  Eden"  a  younger  Brother,  & 


The  Governraent  of  Great  Britain  discoantenonced  transactioBS  of  that  nature. 
Mr.  Wliarton  resided  in  London  for  some  time,  aa  the  Agent  of  the  Purcliasers 
with  the  view  to  obtain  the  confirmation  by  Govcrnnicct  of  the  purchase  made  of 
the  Indiana,  and  authority  to  establish  a  form  of  Government  on  those  Lands. 
The  difficulties  wluch  occurred  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  put  an 
end  to  all' prospect  of  terminating  the  Eclieme  favorably . — Letter  of  Frs.  R, 
Wkatton  Esq 

1  Sir  RunEUT  Eben,  Bait,  son  of  Sir  Robert  E,  of  West  Auckland,  married 
Carolme,  voungeit  daufthfer  of  Charles,  6th  Lord  BaltimoTO,  sister  and  co-heir 
of  the  lost  peer  ol  that  name.  lie  was  appointed  governor  of  Maryland  in  Au- 
gust 1768,  but  did  not  assume  tlie  government  (according  to  McMahon,  History 
Maryl.)  until  June,  1769.  He  continued  in  power  until  1776.  Easy  of  access, 
coKrteous  to  all,  of  fascinating  accomplisiiments,  he  was  respected  if  not  beloved 
even  by  his  political  enemies.  Hence  he  was  permitted  to  remain  in  the  provmce 
even  after  the  establishment  of  a  provincial  government  which,  by  express  rule, 
exempted  him  and  his  family  from  its  authority.  Whilst  enjoying  this  immunity 
some  despatches  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  his  address  were  intercepted, 
and  General  Lee  wrote  to  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  ordering  his  arrest.  The 
subject  was  referred  to  the  Council  of  Safety  who  did  not  thinli  fit  to  comply, 
and  Governor  Eden  was  permitted  to  emhark  on  28d  June  1776,  on  board  the 
sloop. of-war,  Fomey.  On  his  return  to  England  he  was  created  a  Baronet,  19th 
Sept.  1776.  He  returned  to  Annapolis  in  1784,  to  look  after  his  lady's  estate, 
and  died  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city  in  the  year  1786.    En. 

2Win!AMEnEM  (afterwards  Lord  Auckland,)  waa  son  of  Sir  Robert  E.  He 
was  ednoftted  at  Oxford  and  called  to  the  bar  in  1769 ;  appointed  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  1772}  one  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
in  1776,  and  in  1778  was  named  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  restoring  peace  In 
America.  ■  In  1782  he  became  Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland  under  the  Earl  of  Car- 
lisle, with  whom  he  had  visited  this  country,  and  a  privy  Chancellor  in  178S.  In 
1785  he  was  named  Minister  fo  France;  in  1786  he  ivaa  one  of  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
and  in  1788,  Ambassador  to  the  court  at  Madrid.  In  1789  he  was  raised  to  the. 
Peerage  as  Baron  Auckland,  and  was  Minister  to  Holland  in  1793.  He  died  28th 
of  May,  1814.  He  was  the  author  of  Letters  on  Finance,  hut  his  principal  work 
is,  The  Principles  of  Penal  Law,  8vo.  1772.    En. 
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by  his  Interest  &  Intimaey  with  tlie  Earl  of  Rotcliford  one  of 
Ms'  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State  he  obtained  a  third 
from  Lord  Esses  who  is  Uncle  to  M'=  Eden  &.  Eenifactor  to  the 
Governor  each  warmly  recommending  me  to  tlie  Notice  Favour 
&  Protection  of  the  Governor,  which  I  dare  say  will  have  the 
Desli-ed  Effect.  In  short  M'  Wharton  is  on  such  good  Terms 
with  most  of  the  Lords  that  whatever  he  asks  for  liis  Friends  lie 
readily  obtains  with  the  greatest  ease.  M"^  Wharton  took  me 
one  Day  into  the  House  of  Lords  tho'  Strick  Orders  are  against 
any  Persons  being  permitted  to  enter  it  during  the  sitting  ;  where 
I  saw  the  King  in  his  royal  Robes,  seated  on  his  Throne,  &  the 
Lords  in  their  proper  Eobes,  &  was  present  when  the  House  of 
Commons  addressed  the  King  &  twenty  four  Bills  received  the 
royal  Assent. 

I  was  also  at  the  Cockpit,  when  the  Lords  of  the  privy  Council 
took  into  Consideration  the  Expediency  of  granting  a  large  Tract 
of  Land  &.  setthng  a  Government  on  the  Ohio ;  agreeable  to  a 
Petition  of  the  Eight  Honourable  Thoa  WalpoIe^Erother  to  Lord 
Walpole,  M"^  Whaj'lon,  Major  Trent,  &  of  many  Lords :  to  the 
granting  of  which  Petition  Loi-d  Hillsborough  alone  objected, 
that  Part  of  the  Lands  prayed  for,  were  the  Property  of  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  good  Policy  of 
this  Country  to  permit  the  Americans  to  settle  the  interior  Parts 
of  America  :  to  which  after  M^'  Walpole  had  introduced,  &niade 
some  pertinent  Observations  on  the  Subject  in  general,  M'' 
Wharton  spoake  next  for  several  Hours  k  replyed  distinctly  to 
each  perticular  Objection  ;  and  thro'  the  whole  of  the  Proceed- 
ings he  so  fully  removed  all  Lord  Hillsborough's  Objections,  and 
introduced  his  Proofs  with  so  much  Eegulai'ity,  and  made  his 
Observations  on  them  with  so  much  Propriety,  Deliberation  and 
Presence  of  Mind  ;  that  fully  convinced  every  Lord  Present :  & 
gave  universal  Satisfaction  to  the  Gentlemen  cwncemed  :  And 
I  must  say  it  gave  me  a  particular  Pleasure  to  Hear  an,  Ameri- 
can St,  a  Countryman  act  his  Part  so  well  before  such  a  Number 
of  great  Lords,  at  snch  an  August  Board ;  And  I  now  have  the 
great  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that  their  Lordshipshave  overruled 
Lord  Hillsborough's  Report,  &  have  reported  to  his  Majesty  in 
favour  of  M'  Wharton  &  his  Associates.     This  is  looked  upon 
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here  as  a  most  Extraordinary  Matter  :  And  what  no  Ameiicau 
ever  accomplished  before.  Indeed  no  one  from  America,  ever 
had  so  much  Interest,  and  was  so  attended  to  by  the  great  Lords 
as  M"^  Wharton,  cannot  conclude  without  doing  him  the  Jus- 
tice, of  saying,  that  he  has  the  greatest  Respect  for  you  &,  in  all 
Companies  Speaiis  in  the  highest  Manner  of  you,  and  in  Publick 
Companies  your  American  Friends  always  give  yon  for  a  Toast 
&  drink  your  Health  in  a  Bumper. 

Many  are  the  Places  of  Intertainment  &  Curiosities  in  London 
which  Delight  &  amuse  the  mind,  Eenalgh,  Vauxhall  k  Mary- 
bone  Gardens  hold  the  foremost  Rank  for  Splendor  k  Ehgance. 
S'  Pauls  Church  the  Palaces  of  New  Kensington  S'  James's  & 
Hampton  the  Mension  House,  London  &  West-Minster  Bridges 
&  Westminster  Abbey  Strike  the  Mind  of  the  Beholder  with  an 
agreeable  Sense  of  Grandeur  &  Magnificence. 

I  spent  some  Days  in  viewing  the  Monuments  in  Westminster 
Abbey  &  taking  oif  some  of  the  Inscriptions  in  a  Journal, 
amongs  the  rest  I  viewed  with  particular  Attention,  a  magnifi- 
cent Monument  of  white  Marble  erected  to  the  Memory  of  tliat 
Gallant  Admiral,  your  Uncle,  Sir  Peter  Warren  :  done  by  the 
Masterly  Hand  of  Rnbiliac ;  close  by  tlie  Wall  is  a  large  flag 
hanging  to  a  Fiag-Staff,  &  spreading  in  natural  Folds  behind  the 
whole  Monument.  Before  is  a  fine  Figure  of  Hercules  placing 
Sir  Peter's  Bust  on  its  Pedestal ;  &  on  the  other  Side  is  a  Figure 
of  Navigation,  with  a  Laurel-Wreath  in  her  Hand,  gazmg  on  the 
Bust  witli  a  Look  of  Admiration  ;  behind  her  a  Cornu-Copia 
pQUis  out  Fruit,  Com,  Money,  a  Fleece  &c  And  by  it  is  a  Can- 
non and  a  lable  folding  very  naturaly  over  an  Anchor  &  many 
other  Decorations. 

Aa  it  is  a  Time  of  Profound  Peace,  And  we  have  no  News 
here  I  heg  leave  to  conclude  with  asking  your  Pardon  for  the 
Prolixity  of  this  Letter,  pray  give  my  Compliments  to  Sir  John 
Johnson,  Co'  Claus  &  Lady  Co^  Johnson  &  Lady,  &  all  enquiring 
Friends  k  Receive  this  tho'  tedious  in  good  Part  from 
Dear  &  Worthy  Sir 

Your  Friend  &  Welwisher  Sincerely. 

Wm  Hahha. 

To  Sir  William  Jolmson. 
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EEVD  WM.  ANDREWS  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Sir, 

To  obviate  some  peculiar  Disadvantages,  under  whicli  I 
labour  in  my  present  Situation,  I  made  personal  Application  to 
You  lately  for  the  Mission  at  Johnstown; — not  but  that  I  had 
turned  my  views  that  Way  a  considerable  Time  past,— only  I 
was  prevented  by  some  Circumstances,  which  till  then  had  not 
determined  me.  However,  that  there  is  now  a  Prospect  of 
having  shortly  a  Gentleman  qualified,  from  Representation,  to 
supply  tliat  Place,  gives  me  much  Satisfaction  ;  And  I  make  no 
Doubt,  from  the  Character  given  of  him,  that  his  Abilities  and 
good  sense  will  enable  him  to  perform  his  ministerial  Duty,  la 
such  a  Maniier,  as  to  prove  beneficial  to  all  the  good  People  whom 
he  purposes  serving, 

I  return  you  sincere  Thanks  for  your  kind  Wishes,  and  Ex- 
pressions of  Consolation.  But  the  very  Thing  which  enables 
me  to  continue  in  this  Mission,  is  the  Grievance  I  complain  of : 
For  my  constant  Attendance  on  the  School,  prevents  me  from 
paying  that  Attention  to  my  Congregation  which  I  cou'd  really 
wish,  and  from  my  being  obliged  to  write  two  Discourses  every 
Week  I  am  confined  from  taking  that  Recreation  which  I  find 
my  Health  requires. 

Indeed,  when  I  offered  myself  for  that  Mission,  it  was  not 
from  a  Presumption  that  I  shou'd  have  perfectly  answered  the 
Description  given,  but  truly  from  higher  Motives,  wliich  I  trust 
in  God,  will  always  influence  me  to  do  my  Duty  with  that  con- 
tinual steady  care,  that  my  Station  requires.  Avoiding,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Levities  which  my  Age  might  incline  me  to 
indulge,  and  the  Gloominess  that'  frequently  attends  our  Cloth. 

As  therefore  it  may  be  impossible  to  gratify  my  Wishes,  I  can 
only  say,  that  I  shall  always  be  happy  in  testifying  my  Gratitude 
to  you,  &  shew  it  by  my  Willingness  to  ojficiate  there  occasion- 
ally, 'tin  a  Missionary  is  settled. 

Beheve  me  I  am  in  Sincerity, 
Schenectady.  33^  Sir,  your  affectionate 

July.  1772.  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

The  Hon''i«  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*.  Wm.  Andeews. 
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SIR  WM,  JOHNSON  TO  THE  REYD  DR.  BURTON, 

RE5PECTIN3    THE   HEV.    MR.    MOSELEY. 

Johnson  hall  Octf  a-i  1772. 
Sir, 

It  is  now  a  considerable  time  since  I  had  the  pjeastire  of 
writing  to,  or  of  hearing  from  you,  and  the  venerahle  Society ; 
a  Variety  of  business,  together  with  my  bail  state  of  liealth,  & 
the  want  of  any  thing  very  material,  was  the  occasion  of  this 
omission  of  my  part. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  finding  no  prospect  of  getting 
the  Mission  at  Johnstown  near  this  place  supplied  from  Europe, 
an  English  Gentleman  M'  Rich''  Mosely '  In  Orders,  wlio  ktely 
came  to  this  Continent  in  a  Man  of  War,  &  was  nominated  to  a 
Mission  in  New  England  has  been  strongly  recommended  to  me 
for  this  place,  he  appears  to  me  to  he  a  Good  kind  of  Man  &  I 
have  accordingly  accepted  of,  and  Signified  to  liim  what  I  can 
contribute  in  addition  to  the  Societys  Allowance,  with  whicli  he 
has  accorded,  &.  is  to  enter  upon  his  Duties  imediately.  I  must 
therefore  beg  Leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Society ;  upon  this  occasion  I  ought  to  observe  that  the  Missions 
established  at  .£40  Ster  p  Ann,  are  found  by  Experience  in  tliis 
Country  inadequate  in  the  present  age.  Some  of  these  in  the  old 
Settlements,  near  the  Sea,  wliere  the  Circumstances  &  Inclinations 
of  the  People  are  more  favorable,  may  enable  a  Missionary  to 
Jive  tolerably  well,  but  here  where  the  People  who  are  not  of  the 

1  "  In  1772,  the  Kai,  Mr,  Mozley,  a  Miaaonary  from  the  Society  for  the  Pro- 
p^.ition  of  the  Gospel,  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  was  preaentecl  hy  the  grant)  jnry  for 
marrying  a  couple  belonging  to  his  parish  after  the  banns  were  duly  pnWiEhed  and 
consent  of  parents  obtained.  The  ooart  mildly  fined  Mr.  Moaley  2DI.  becatise  he 
could  not  show  any  other  license  to  officiate  as  a  clergyman  than  what  he  had 
received  from  the  Bishop  of  London,  whose  authority  the  court  determined  did 
not  e.itend  to  Connecticut,  which  was  a  chartered  government.  One  of  the 
Judges  sitid,  '  It  Is  high  time  to  put  a  stop  to  the  usurpations  of  the  Bishop  of 
London,  and  to  let  him  know,  that  though  hia  license  he  lawful,  and  may  em- 
power one  of  hia  carates !«  marry  in  England,  yet  it  is  not  so  in  America ;  and 
if  fines  would  not  curb  themin  thispoint,  imprisonment  should.'  (Peter's  Conn, 
148.)  On  ■exl>erlencing  this  rnde  treatment  Mr.  Mozley  removed  to  Johnstown, 
wWther  BO  families  from  New-England,  alt  dissentera,  followed,  and  settled  within 
fifteen  miles  of  him.     He  left  Johnstown  in  the  spring  of  1TT4.    Ed. 

Vol.  IV.  31 
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Low  Dufcli  Communion  are  New  Setllers,  &  poor,  fhe  conlriho- 
tions  are  as  trifling  as  tliey  are  uncertain  ;  Tliis  lias  oecasioiied 
the  Eev'  M''  Andrews  at  Schenectady,  to  have  recourse  to  tlie 
keeping  a  School  with  which  addition  to  liis  income;  as  he  writes 
ine  he  is  notable  to  talie  care  of  his  ramilj.  In  short  the  state 
of  tills  part  of  the  Country  is  not  thoroughly  known  in  "Europe, 
It  is  an  Extensive  &  most  valuable  Tract  in  which  tlie  Majority 
of  the  Settlements,  and  the  Church  of  England  are  in  their 
Infancy,  but  such  an  Infancy  as  alfords  tlie  most  flattering  hopes 
If  properly  nourished  &  improved  for  a  little  time. 

The  ReV^  M'  Munro  at  Albany,  after  struggling  with  many 
difficulties  has  a  Good  Congregation,  and  acts  with  much  Dili- 
gence, and  Discretion.  I  liave  already  mentioued  M'  Andrew's 
Bifuation  M'  Stuart  at  the  Mohawks  is  much  esteemed  and 
I'cgularly  attended  by  the  Indians,  besides  which  he  lias  added  to 
the  Number  of  Whites  of  bis  Congregation,  and  the  School  is 
very  promising  he  sometimes  visits  tlie  Conajoharees,  but  M' 
Hall  has  long  since  declined  coming  to  that  place,  and  I  can  hear 
of  no  other  to  supply  it,  so  that  that  necessary  Church  built 
entirely  at  my  own  expence  is  in  a  great  measure  useless. 

The  Church  at  Johnstown,  (now  the  Capital  of  Tryon  County) 
haying  been  found  loo  small,  I  rebuilt  it  last  year  of  Stone  at 
my  own  Expence,  much  larger  than  the  former,  and  from  the 
Increase  of  people  M'  Mosely  will  have  a  very  large  Congrega- 
tion. The  School  there  is  extremely  promising,  and  increases 
fast,  86. 

Rev  D'  Burton 


MY.  DAVID  JOKES'  LETTERS  OF  ORDINATION. 

The  Associated  churches  of  Jesus  Clirist,  the  son  of  God  and 
coequal  with  the  Almighty  Father,  the  great  Creator  of  all  things 
ill  lu-aven,  earth,  and  seas  who  are  particularly  distinguislied  iu 
America,  in  those  territories  bordering  on  the  Sea,  and  under 
the  Sovereignity  and  Dominion  of  our  great  and  good  Fattier 
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George  the  tliird  J;ing  of  Great  Bi'ittam,  France  and  Ireland, 
The  Philadei-pihan  Association, 

To  all  christian  People  and  our  brethren  the  native  iiihabitanfs 
of  America,  whose  eternal  happiness  we  long  for,  as  the  reason- 
able Creatures  of  the  alwise  Creator,  whose  exalted  felicity  the 
great  Lord  of  althings  purposes  to  aecotfiplish  to  shew  fortli  his 
own  Glory  and  Power.  Where  ever  this  may  come  Send  Greet- 
ing and  our  christian  Salutation, 

First  with  all  trutli  and  faithfulness  We  declare  and  affirm. 
That  this  association  now  met  on  the  thirteenth,  fourteen  and 
Sfteen  days  October  in  the  year  of  Christ  1772.  Is  the  said 
Philadelpliian  association  wlnoh  was  first  formed  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  Anno  Domini  1707,  and  hath  constantly  met  year 
by  year  and  every  year  siuc©  either  ia  Philadeipliia  aforesaid  or 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  as  the  same  hath  been  adjourned  or 
previously  appointed. 

Next  we  declare  and  make  known.  That  this  association  at 
this  time  consists  of  forty  christian  churclies,  all  situate  within 
the  several  Provinces  of  Pennsilvania,  Mai-yland,  East  and  West 
New  Jerseys  and  New- York,  All  regularly  constituted,  ordered 
and  governed  according  to  the  Will  of  God,  as  revealed  to  us  in 
his  Word,  That  only  we  endeavor  to  make  the  rule  of  our  Faith 
and  Practice,  in  all  religious  concerns, 

And  further,  We  do  declare  and  testifie  That  the  bearer  hereof 
David  Jones  aged  about  thirty  sIk  years  of  age,  about  five  feet 
ten  inches  in  hight  of  a  spare  habit  of  body,  is  at  this  time  the 
regulai-  ordaind  Pastor  of  the  baptist  church  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
Upper  Ffreehold  in  the  county  of  Munmouth,  within  tlie  provinc© 
of  East  New  Jersey.  And  that  he  is  in  full  and  comfortable 
communion  in  his  said  church.  And  that  the  said  church  is  in 
good  love  and  fellowship  with  this  association,  as  it  hath  con- 
stantly been  for  several  years  past. 

And  lastly  We  do  declare  and  certifie,  That  at  the  especial 
request  and  motion  of  our  dearly  beloved  and  highly  esteemed 
brother  David  Jones  and  his  representation  of  his  benevolent  and 
fervent  longing  desire  for  the  promulgation  of  the  gospel  of  a 
dear  Redeemer,  and  the  salvation  of  the  imortal  souls  of  Iiis 
native  countrymen,  the  several  Tribes  of  Indians.    He  is  now 
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purposing  to  imploy  the  piinciple  part  of  the  ensuing  winter 
amosjgst  the  iiiliabitants  on  the  West  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  as 
God  shall  give  him  streiigtli,  abillity  and  opportunity.  For  tlie 
furtherance  of  this  his  most  clii^tian  undertaking,  we  wish  liim 
god-speed  and  taiie  our  present  leave  of  Mm  prajing  with  him 
and  for  him,  that  the  Almiglity  Potentute  of  heaven,  earth  and 
seas  will  preserve,  protect  and  defend  him  from  all  evil  and  dan- 
ger ;  That  he  will  own  and  bless  liis  endeavors  to  promote  the 
final  happyness  of  immortal  souls ;  And  that  at  his  return  to  his 
endearing  family,  hia  church  and  us,  we  shall  be  comforted  by 
the  glad  tidings  of  your  receiving  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ia 
the  Jove  of  it,  submitiiig  to  the  Ordinances  of  the  word  of  God ; 
and  living  suitable  and  holy  lives  becoming  the  disciple,  and 
such  wlio  have  been  redeemed  by  the  precious  and  divine  blood 
of  the  Son  of  God,  Signed  by  our  order  in  full  Association  New 
York  the  lS»h  of  Octo^  1772. 

A  Copy  Abel  Morgan  Moderator 

James  Manning  Clea-k. 


EEVI)  HARM  MUi\RO  TO  SIR  WM.  JOIIKSON, 

Honourable  Sir, 

[As]  M''  Mosely  is  in  a  hurry  to  leave  Town,  I  have  just  time 
to  Salute  you  &  family  ia  the  most  cordial  &  respectful  manner; 
assuring  you  at  the  same  time,  that  no  Distance  of  time  or 
fplacej  Shall  ever  efface  those  Sentiments  of  Friendship  &  Grati- 
tude I  [shallj  always  retain  for  you.  I  have  been  lately  in  New 
York,  where  I  collected  one  hundred  Pounds  among 
friends  &  Connections,  for  our  poor  Church  at  Albany,  wliich 
now  makes  a  decent  appearance;  TJie  old  windows  being  taken 
down,  &  new  Sashes  put  in  tlieir  place.  Tlie  inside  also  is 
[altered]  for  the  Better;  &  peace  &,  harmony  generally  prevails 
amongst  us;  Notwithstanding  [the]  malicious  Efforts  of  a  cerfain 
Cabal  I  to]' disturb  our  Tranquility,  S'  Peter's  [Cliurch  J  main- 
tains her  ground,  &  increases  [inj  numbers. 
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I  have  sent  [yoii]  an  Abstract  for  the  present  year  [wherej 
you  will  find  an  excellent  Sermon  preached  by  B'  Moss.  The 
Clergy  at  New  York  dcsii-e  their  respectful  Coiup"'  to  you.  The 
Fund  for  Clergymens  widows  goes  on  Successfully ;  having 
[lately]  received  a  present  of  Two  hundred  [pounds]  Sterling 
from  Biirbadoes.  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  appoint- 
ment  of  your  new  Chaplin  &  [Missionary,]  with  my  most  hearty 
wishes  that  he  may  answer  your  purpose,  &  [in  all]  respects  pro- 
mote your  good  and  [pious]  Design. 

Tlie  Revi  D'  B[urton]  is  to  resign,  &  one  D'  Hide  is  to  [be] 
appointed  Sectary  next  Christmass.  The  Propriety  &  Expedi- 
ency of  sending  Bishops  to  America  is  now  the  general  Tople 
of  Conversation  in  England. 

Our  Governor  has  been  extremely  ill,  hut  is  now  recovered, 
&  gone  to  Philad=-. 

That  the  Almighty  may  long  preserve  your  Life  in  [health] 
&  happiness,  as  a  Blessing  to  [your]  family,  &  to  this  Country  in 
general  are  the  ardent,  wishes  and  iiearty  prayer  of 
Hon'''"  Sir  your  most  obliged 

most  obedient  &.  most  humble  Servant 
Hakky  Muhro. 

Albany  12'"  Nov  1772. 

To  Sir  William  [Johnson,] 


REV.  MK.  GRAVES  TO  SIR  IVM  JOHNSON. 

Honi«  Sir 

Permitme  to  embrace  tliis  Opportunity  of  congratulating  you& 
all  ye  Fiieuds  of  our  established  Religion  upon  y  Ardval  &, 
Settlement  of  y«  worthy  M^  Mosely,  wlio,  tho'  despis'd  by  j« 
pious  Novanglians,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  respected  by  y*  humble, 
&  sincere  Johns toniaiis.  I  heartily  wish  a  lasting  Unanimity 
may  prevail  betvveenn  liim  &  his  Audience,  fey'  he  will  fully 
answer  y"  Designs  of  his  Venerable  Pati-ons.  As  lie  is  a  stranger, 
I  have  presuni'd  to  give  him  my  Advice  &  Directions. 

hoMcdu,Goo»^lc 


tW  PAPERS    BEJ.AT1NG   TO 

I  am  sorry  y^  Sociely  have  been  ill  adyis'd  by  a  certain  Lawyer 
in  these  Parts  about  40  Acres  of  Land,  given  by  y^  Indians  of 
Narragaiiset  to  ye  Society  for  encouraging  our  Religion  among 
them  in  y  very  words  following — "  I  Geo.  Ninegret  Chief  & 
Prince  of  y^  Narieganset  Indians  S;e  for  securing  &  setling  y« 
Service  &,  worship  of  y«  church  of  England  among  them  have 
given  &c  to  y^  Use  of  y^  Society  fi;r  propagating  y«  Gospel  in 
foreign  Ptirts  for  evermore  40  Acres  {&  whereon  y«  church  of 
England  now  stands)  hutted  &.c."  An  attested  Copy  of  y^  Deed 
I  sent  to  y»  Society,  who  having  consulted  M'  Honey  man  of  Eodo 
Island,  were  told,  y  Land  was  given  for  a  resident  Minister,  (t!io' 
there's  no  such  word  in  y^  Deed)  &  so  have  dropt  this  riglit,  & 
¥*  Land  is  &  has  been  occupied  by  one  Coll  Champlain,  wlio  haa 
thrown  down  y^  chui'cli  &  built  a  Tavern  w'"  it.  The  Land  is 
worth  about  20  Doll,  p  Ann,  Now  if  y^  Society  wou'd  autliorize 
me,  I  wou'd  serve  him  w"'  an  Ejectment,  &  if  I  lost  y  suit,  it 
8)iou'd  be  at  my  cost — if  I  reeover'd  it,  they  shou'd  pay  me  & 
let  nie  have  y"  Land  for  attending  tliose  poor  Indians,  who 
wou'd  rejoice  under  my  Ministry.  I  wish  you  wou'd  condescend 
to  weigh  this  alfair.  Wisliing  j'oh  all  Happiness  in  Time  & 
Eternity,  I  presume  to  subscribe  myself, 

Yi  Honor's 
New  London  March  most  obedient,  hum"'  Sen* 

12th  1773  Matt  Graves' 

I  wish  y"  Trustees  in  England  had  a  faithful  narrative  of 
D'  Wheeler's  &C. 

1  Rev.  MirrnEw  GiuvEs  a  native  of  England,  toot  charge  of  Ihe  EpiEcopal 
diurcli  at  Keiv  London,  aa  Miaaionarj  from  llie  Soc;  fov  Prop;  the  Gospel,  in 
the  year  1715,  He  continued  to  officiate  In  that  parish  until  1778,  when  he  was 
requested  to  forego  the  usual  prayer  for  the  King,  This  he  refused  to  do,  and  Id 
consequence  he  was  drive  a  from  his  church  one  Sunday  after  reading  this  obtiox- 
touB  pai't  of  the  Liturgy.  Sosudilenly  was  the  attack,  that  he  had  not  time  tu  divest 
blmself  of  hia  surplice,  in  which  he  tledtothehonao  of  a  parishioner,  whotiiougli 
a  warm  Whig,  prot-ected  him  from  violence,  Notivithstau'ling  public  seruice  ivna 
tlius  suspended,  Mr.  Graves  remained  in  New  London  until  the  following  years, 
sabjected  to  many  atiiiits,  "  during  which  for  the  support  of  his  lamily,  he  has 
beea  oliliged  to  sell  almost  all  hjs  property,  and  to  lake  up  money  on  very  disad- 
vantageous terms,"  He  withdrew  to  Hew  Torlt  in  which  city  he  died  unmarried, 
In  1780,  In  person  he  was  ungainly;  of  low  stafure,  rather  corpulent,  with 
particularly  short  legs.  His  brother  John,  was  minister  of  the  Episcopal  church 
at  I'roviitciicc  R.  I.  where  he  died  in  Kov.  1785.  Updilis's  Hist.  Natragansett  Ch. 
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COL.  BABCOCK  TO  REV.  DU.  COOPER, 

OH    THE    SUBJECT    OF    ESTAT!LISI-I!KG   AS    ACADEMY    IN  THE    INDIAK 
CODKTRY. 

Stonington  .11"' Aug' 1773. 
ReVi  &  Dear  Sir 

I  now  set  down  to  write  to  you,  upon  an  affair  that  appears  to 
me  of  the  utmost  Consequence. — must  confess  I  am  somewhat 
at  a  Loss,  in  what  manner  to  address  myself  to  Tou — but 'pre- 
suming upon  our  former  Intimacy,  and  Acquaintance,  and  that 
Friendship  wliicii  you  iiave  honoured  me  witli,  shall  without 
any  fartlier  Preface,  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  have  long  resolved 
iu  my  mind,  a  change  of  the  manner  of  my  Life,  and  have  had 
serious  tlio'fs  of  Quitting  Agriculture,  tho  a  veiy  pleasing  and 
most  agreeable  kind  of  Life;  aud  going  Home  to  Great  Britain 
in  order  to  talie  a  Gound,  with  a  view  of  founding  a  Seminary 
upon  the  Episcopal  Plan,  amongst  the  Sis  Nations  of  Indians, 
under  the  Patronage  of  Sir  William  Jolinson — I  communicated 
this  affair  to  my  Father  some  mouth  ago,  and  had  lie  approved 
of  it,  should  have  immediately  set  off  for  Johnson  Hall  to  have 
laid  the  affair  before  that  truly  great  man  Sir  William,  who  I 
cant  help  thinking  Providence  permitted  to  settle  in  tliis  Country 
with  a  Design  of  his  Christianizing  tJiose  numerous  Nations  of 
Savages,  over  wJiich  he  has  had,  &  stil  has  such  a  surprising 
Influence,  and  both  the  last  War,  and  the  War  before  irapi'oved 
them  in  military  Life;  so  much  both  for  the  Interests  of  the 
Crown  of  G  Britain,  and  the  particular  advantage  of  the  Colo- 
nies, witness  tlie  Engagement  he  liad  with  Baron  Dieskan  on 
the  8"i  Septf  1775,  (a  Day  I  shall  ever.liave  great  Reason  to 
remember  for  I  lost  19  men  that  morning  out  of  00  that  were 
under  my  Command)  an  action  so  important  in  its  Consequences 
as  any  that  ever  happened  to  this  Country,  from  thefirst;Settle- 
ment  of  it  to  the  present  Day — had  the  Baron  succeeded  in  his 
attempt  against  Sir  W""  tliis  Couutiy,  at  least  great  Part  of  it, 
would  have  been  deluged  in  Blood  &  Slaughter;  &  sucli  Scenes 
of  Horror  &  Distress  would  have  ensued,  as  would  shock  the 
Ear  of  the  most  obdurate  Wretch. — Genei-al  Braddock  being 
defeated  at  Monongahela,  and  the  army  under  Ids  Command 
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almost  cut  to  Pieces.  One  third  Icilled,  one  third  Wounded, 
aud  one  tliird  run  awiiy  which,  as  Gen'  IJnrtoii  who  was  in  the 
aclioii  aftcrwai'ds  assured  me,  was  as  near  the  Truth  of  the 
matter  as  he  could  relate.  Gea'  Sliirley  at  that  Time  was  at 
Oswego.  The  City  of  Albany  would  have  instantly  fallen  a 
sacrifize  to  that  very  enterprizing  General  the  Baron  who  was  a 
very  gi-eat  Favourite  of  the  very  celebrated  Marshal  Saxe,  and 
by  him  strongly  recommeuded  to  the  French  king,  as  one  of  the 
best  'Officers  of  his  Rank,  in  all  his  most  Christian  Majestys 
Forces,  He  at  the  Time  of  Marshal  Saxes  Deatli  was  a  Col"  of 
of  a  Res;'  of  Infantry  and  Lieu'  Col"  of  Saxes  Reg*  of  Horse. 
The  Baron  very  justly  observed  that  had  he  won  the  Day,  in  that 
action  he  would  have  easily  cut  off  all  Supplys  from  Gen' 
Shirley  and  who  of  Course  must  of  Necessity  submitted  to  any 
Terms  the  Baron  would  have  please'd  to  impose.  Tiie  G^ 
Nations,  had  Sir  Wm  been  defeated  undoubtedly  would  have 
joyned  the  Baron— And  tlie  City  of  New  York  would  have  been 
the  Barons  Head  Quarters — ^But  thanks  be  to  God  all  indulgent 
Heaven,  did  not  think  proper  to  devote  this  Country  to  Ruin. 

The  SeiTices  that  S^  W™  Johnson  has  done  in  this  Country 
are  infinitely  more  lit  for  a  Vol^  than  that  of  a  Letter  but  I  cant 
help  thinking  that  his  most-  valuable  and  very  important  Life  is 
still  reserved  by  Almighty  God  for  the  most  noble  of  Purposes- 
I  acquainted  Sir  W"  that  I  proposed  laying  the  Matter  before 
you,  and  of  my  desiring  you  to  communicate  the  affair  to  Doc 
Auchmuty,  M'  Inglis,  &  M''  Ogilviee  and  if  the  good  Rector  and 
the  rest  of  the  very  respectable  Clergy  of  your  City  should 
appi-ove  of  the  thing  and  would  allow  of  Contributions  being 
given  in  their  Churches  on  a  Cliristmas  Day  or  any  other  Time 
that  would  be  tho't  most  Praper,  which  from  their  Example 
might  and  I  verily  believe  would  become  general  throughout  the 
Colonies;  by  which  means  a  larg  Fund  might  be  established  foi- 
tlie  Purpose  of  founding  a.  Seminary  amongst  the  6  Nations, 
which  after  a  regular  and  well  digested  Plan  might  be  laid 
before  the  Public  by  S'  William  who  you  are  sensible  is  exfream- 
]y  capable  of  doing  it;  who  assured  me  at  Amaganseth  Long 
Island  from  whence  I  am  just  returned  after  having  had  the 
great  Pleasure  &  satisiiiction  of  spending  near  a  Week  with  Sir 
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W™  and  his  Nepliew  M'  Dease  a  regukr  bred  Pliysician  ivho 
besides  the  Advantages  of  a  very  genteel  &  lenriied  Education 
in  Ireland  has  studied  under  the  most  able  Professors  in  Prance 
for  5  years  there  are  two  otiier  G'^"  in  S'  Williams  Retenue  viz  M"^ 
Daily  a  very  genteel  well  bred  Person,  and  M'  Adams  who  has 
been  with  S'  W™  ever  since  his  first  coming  to  America.  The 
good  Baronite  observed  that  if  your  answer  to  my  Letter  which 
(shall  communicate  to  him,  agreeable  to  his  desire)  should  it 
succeed  agreeable  to  my  Wishes  (and  should  meet  with  that 
favourable  Reception  that  I  flatter  my  self  it  wilJ,)  He  would 
push  the  affair  with  Gov  Tryon,  Gov  Franklin,  &,  Gov''  Pennto 
Ms  utmost  all  three  of  tlie  Gov^  I  am  well  assured  would  take 
very  particular  Pleasm-e  in  obliging  S'  W'"  out  of  a  personal 
Begard  to  him  and  S'  William  might  with  tlie  utmost  Propriety 
ask  it  as  those  very  Indians  have  been  by  liis  Influence  over 
them  the  means  not  only  of  saving  this  Country  but  of  Con- 
quering Canada.  I  observed  farther  to  Sir  W™  that  it  would  be 
the  means  of  expediting  tlie  sending  of  a  Bishop  into  America 
who  assured  me  nothing  could  [afford]  him  greater  Pleasure; 
and  that  he  would  recommend  it  in  the  strongest  Manner  to  the 
Ministry  at  Home,  and  farther  very  justly  observed  that  there 
were  several  Gen"  in  orders  now  at  New  York  that  were  fit  to 
personate  the  Character  gf  a  Bishop  and  would  be  made  no 
Doubt  do  Honor  to  tlie  exalted  Station,  and  who  knows  but 
that  the  Gentleman  is  now  in  your  City  (and  that  I  may 
have  the  Honor  of  being  his  Chaplain)  who  maj'  preside  in  some 
Measure  over  the  proposed  Seminary — much,  veiy  much  there- 
fore depends  upon  the  Resolution  the  good  Gentlemen  of  the 
Clergy  in  your  City  shall  make  upon  tliis  occasion;  and  suffer 
me  to  say  it's  an  affair  of  as  much  Consequence  as  ever  was 
laid  before  you  or  perliaps  ever  may  be — Why  niiij'  not  Sir, 
William  be  the  means  of  introducing  Learning  &  Religion 
amongst  tiie  Indians,  and  civilize  tliem  as  well  as  Peter  the 
Great  did  the  Muscovites  and  altho  S' W'"  like  Solomon  has 
been  eminent  in  his  Pleasures  with  the  brown  Ladies,  yet  he 
may  lay  the  Foundation  of  a  Building  in  the  Mohawk  Country 
that  nifiy  be  of  more  re:d  use,  tlian  the  very  splendid  Temple 
that  Solomon  built  and  I  dare  say  that  the  Queens  of  the  Sene- 
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cas,  Oneydas,  Onondagops,  Cayugas,  Tuscoraras,  &  Xfoliawlt's, 
may  joyn  in  their  Observations  with  tlie  Queen  of  Slieba  and 
with  the  siime  Truth  say,  tliat  not  one  half  was  told  them. 

This  in  a  great  Measure  might  prevent  the  Presbyterians,  who 
are  tucking  and  squeezing  ia  every  possible  Crevice  they  can, 
their  Missionarys  amongst  the  Indians,  who  from  their  Solemnity, 
and  ungraceful  stiffness,  and  those  recluse  and  unsociable 
dejected ,  Airs,  whicli  so  remarkably  dislinguishes  those  splenetic 
&  frightened  Enthusiasts  :  for  while  these  are  continued  ;  Piety 
is  quite  striped  of  it's  own  proper  Ornaments,  and  assumes  the 
Habit  of  Craft  Vice  and  llinature. — and  is  enough  to  prejudice 
the  Indians  against  the  snblime  Truths  of  the  Gospel, 

I  verily  believe  that  five  or  Six  Thousand  pounds  Sterling, 
might  with  S^  W»»  Influence  be  easily  raised  in  the  Colonies  and 
abundantly  more  in  England  and  Ireland  and  some  in  Scotland — 
and  altho  Sir  Wm  settled  the  Line  between  the  English  &  the 
Indians  in  the  year  1768  was  he  to  ask  grants  of  Lands  for  the 
above  purpose,  they  would  very  readily  give  large  Tracts  of 
Lands ;  which  in  Time  would  make  it  not  only  the  richest 
Seminary  in  tliis  Country,  but  it  miglit  in  a  Century  or  two  vie 
with  any  in  Europe,  and  by  doing  this  Sir  W"  will  add  to  the 
Character  of  the  great,  that  of  the  good  Man,  for  without  a  Com- 
pliment, we  may  very  justly  say  of  Sir  W""  that  he  is  remarkably 
eminent  for  those  virtues,  which  have  a  peculiar  nobleness  and 
■Beauty  attending  them — He  is  ever  been  remai'kable  for  a  firm 
Integrity  that  no  Temptations  can  corrupt,  for  a  disinterested 
Generosity  and  good  will  to  niankind,for  a  Temper  of  Sympathy 
and  Friendship,  of  gentleness  and  condcscention  and  to  enume- 
rate no  more  particulars,  for  Modesty  (in  opposition  to  Ostenta- 
tion and  Arrogance,  which  wliile  it  declines  and  seems  least  fond 
of  Applniise,)  is  generally  the  most  sure  of  obtaining  it — and  lie 
is  possessed  of  tiiose  easy  and  unaffected  Charms  of  a  very 
genteel  Deportment  which  strike  and  captivate  every  beliolder 
whicli  makes  the  most  indifferent  of  his  Actions  not  only  tolera- 
ble but  even  graceful. — whereas  in  some,  particularly  in  a  certain 
Admiral,  not  far  fi-om  Boston,  who  for  the  most  part  has  a 
Stiffness,  Violence,  and  Rudeness  tlmt  renders  even  the  best  of 
his  Actions  offensive — -I  am  very  confident  tliat  S''  Williiim  ivould 
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refuse  doing  a  Favour  with  an  infinitely  better  gvace  than 
Acfniiral  Montagi?  would  confer  one.  but  I  must  confess  that  I 
am  greatly  prejudiced  against  M""  Montagu  for  which  I  iiave  very 
good  Reason  and  tlierfore  will  say  no  more  about  hini.-^I  shall 
write  to  Gov'  Franklin  myself  as  well  as  Gov''  Hutchinson  and 
Gov  Wanton'  the  former  &.  the  latter  I  have  tlie  honor  of  an 
intimate  Acquaintance  with  and  Govern'  Wanton  &  hisSon  who 
was  formerly  Lieu*  Governor  of  the  Colony  are  both  very  zealous 
Churchmen  and  wlio  I  am  very  confident  upon  an  application 
made  to  tliem  would  strongly  recommend  t!ie  matter  to  the 
Clergy  of  Rliode  Island  and  would  themselves  contribute  very 
genteelly  to  so  useful,  so  noble,  so  godliJte  a  Design — S'  William 
assured  me  that  I  might  make  use  of  bis  name  upon  tlie  Occasion 
and  r  therefore  beg'  that  you  would  lay  tliis  Matter  before  the 
Gen"  of  the  Cloth  in  your  city — And  T  should  be  extreamly 
happy  if  I  might  favoured  witli  an  Answer  before  S''  Williams 
Return  to  Johnson  H-til. 

Why  may  you  not  be  the  means  of  my  being  provided  for  as 
well  as  your  serving  my  Brother  Luke^  with  Col"  Philips — you 

1  For  ft  Sketch  of  tlie  "Wanton  family,  See  Updiltc's  Hist,  of  the  Naraganieit 
Church,  296. 

2  Rev.  Luke  BincocK  was  the  yoiingeat  sonofOliief  Justice  Bafacock,  of  Rhode 
Island  i  he  waa  born  about  1738.  Ho  gmditated  at  Yale  College  in  1765,  and 
afterwartis  commenced  tlie  study  of  divinity.  In  1771,  the  Eev.  Luko  Bahcock 
was  recommended  by  the  clergy  of  Wew-Tork,  being  lately  ordained  by  tl)e  Bl- 
shop  of  London  as  a  proper  person  for  a  Missionary,  and  Col.  Phllipse  haviDg  ro. 
quested  that  the  mission  of  Philipsburgh,  formerly  filled  by  the  Bev.  Horry 
Munro,  ehould  be  renewed,  they  accordingly  appointed  Eev.  Luke  Babcock  to 
the  mission.  King's  Coll.  N,  T.  oontferred  the  degree  of  A.  M,  on  bim  in  17T4. 
On  (he  breaking  out  of  the  revolntion,  his  papers  were  examined,  and  because  he 
answered  adir  matluely  to  the  qnestlon,  whether  he  considered  himself  bound  by  M» 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  he  was  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica, and  ordered  to  Hartford,  where  he  was  detained  from  Ooiober,  !TT6,  to 
February,  1777.  Under  this  treatment  liis  health  gave  way,  and  he  was  ordered 
to  remove  within  the  linos  of  the  King's  army.  "He  got  horns  in  a  raging  fever 
and  delirious,"  and  died  on  the  ISlh  of  February,  1777,  extremely  regretted, 
"  Indeed,  (says  Mr.  Seahury)  I  know  not  a  more  excellent  man,  and  I  fear  hia 
loss,  especially  in  that  mission,  will  scarcely  bamndenp."  "He  waa  not  only 
(adds  Mr.  Inglis)  exemplary  in  his  life  and  assldvimia  in  his  pastoral  dnty,  but 
dlstingnJsbcd  by  his  steady  loyalty  and  warm  attachment  to.  the  oonslitntion  in 
Church  and  Slate.''  His  remains  wire  deposited  In  the  family  vanlt  of  the  Van 
Cortlaudta.    By  liis  wife,  Grace  laancs.  a  cousin  of  Judge  Isaacs  of  Ke\v.Ilaven,ho 
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may  possibly  imagiiie  tlut  a  pei'son  who  has  had  such  remarkable 
Sallys  of  Intemperance  could  not  make  a  seiioHS  clergymau  but 
I  give  you  my  Honor  and  I  am  sure  you'l  believe  me  that  for  14 
Montlispast  I  have  totally  abstained  from  Wine  and  Spiiits  finding 
upon  repealed  Trial  that  there  is  something  it  my  Constitution 
that  at  present  will  not  bear  it. 

Be  so  good  as  to  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you 
conveniently  can  upon  this  most  interesting  Subject  ia  which 
the  Hiippiuess  and  Usefalness  of  Thousands  yet  unborn  jnay  so 
much  depend 

I  ain  with  the  utmost  Sincerity  &,  Truth 
Rev''  k.  Dear  Sir 

Your  mast  Obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 
Revi  M'  IVIiles  Cooper.  11.  Babcock' 

left  two  sons,  Covtlandt  and  Frederick ;  the  latter  was  the  father  of  the  late  Mra 
W.  L.  Morris,  of  Yonliers.  He  also  leiYone  daugMer,  Henrietta,  who  mairied 
a  Mr,  Ricliard  Saltonatal,  of  Bew-Tovk.  There  is  a  fine  poi-trait  of  the  Rev 
Luke  Babcook  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Babcock,  of  St.  Marlis  Place,  N.  T.  Ho 
is  represented  in  gown  and  bands,  his  head  reclining  en  3)is  right  arm.  which  rests 
opon  a  book.  There  is  something  extremely  calm  and  placid  in  his  conntenance, 
cciircsponding  with  his  lienevalent  mind.    Bolton. 

1  Col.  HeNKr  Babcock,  eldest  brother  of  the  Rev.  Luke  E.,  was  born  in  1786, 
entered  Tale  Cullege  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  took  Iiisdegi'ce  when  si.'iteen  yearn 
old.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  Captain  of  an  independent  company  of  infitn. 
try,  and  at  nineteen  marched  to  Alliany,  thence  to  Lake  George,  where  he  form. 
ed  part  of  the  force  mider  Col.  'Williama,  which  was  deftatsd  by  Baron  Dieskan. 
He  wasprotnotedto  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  following  year  i  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  was  Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  next  year  Colonel  of  the  B.  1.  roglment.  In 
17B8  ho  marched  500  men  with  the  arjny  against  Tioonderoga,  where  he  had  110 
men  killed  and  wounded.  He  himself  received  a  musket  ball  in  the  knee.  He 
was  afterwards  at  the  capture  of  the  same  fort  by  Gen.  Amherst.  In  1761,  he 
went  to  England,  where  he  spent  a  year,  and  soon  after  hia  return  married  and 
Bcttled  at  Stonington,  Conn,,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law.  [It  seems 
by  tlio  ahove  letter,  he  was  desirous  to  enter  orders.  "Wo  And  him  afterwards 
engaged  in  the  Lake  Superior  copper  speculations.]  When  the  revoltif  ion  broke 
out,  ho  jo  ned  the  whig  party,  and  in  1776  was  appointed  by  the  Legislaturo 
commander  of  the  forces  at  Newport,  He  was  a  man  of  fine  person,  accom- 
plished manners,  commanding  voice,  and  an  eloquent  speaker.    Uphike. 
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KEY.  MR.  A^=BUEWS  TO   SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Sir, 

My  Healtli  has  really  suffered  so  mucli  of  late  from  constant 
Confinement  to  a  School,  &  from  my  Attention  to  the  Mission, 
that  I  have,  by  the  Advice  of  D'  Constable,  been  obliged  to 
malie  an  Excursion  abroad  for  the  Recovery  of  it.  A  principal 
Inducement  to  undertake  tliis,  was  the  Arrival  of  a  Clergymbi 
at  Schenectady,'  who  kindly  offered  to  supply  my  Place,  shou'd 
[  absent  myself.  Tlie  care  of  the  School  I  have  committed  to  a 
Person  of  Capacity. 

Wlien  I  left  home,  I  had  an  Intention  of  taking  the  Liberty 
of  waiting  upon  you,  &  presenting  myself  as  afit  Object  of  your 
further  Recommendation.  With  this  View,  I  went  to  Sir  John, 
a  few  Days  before  my  Departure,  that  I  might,  if  not  improper, 
learn  where  you  was  to  be  found ;  also  upon  my  Return  I  com- 
municated my  Designs  to  Colonel  Johnson,  who  promised  from 
himself  to  second  my  Application,  Whose  Letter,  I  trust,  on 
this  Head  you  will  have  received  by  this  Time. 

You  may  recollect,  Sir,  that  I  applied  to  you  on  the  same 
occasion  last  Winter,  when  I  was  apprehensive  my  Constitution 
cou'd  not  undergo  the  Servitude  of  a  Mission  &  School  together. 
My  Suspicions  hare  been  verified  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  my 

1  Rev  John  DouURTr  (o,)  This  gentleman  who  is  supposed  to  haTebelocged 
to  TVestohester,  graduated  at  King's  (now  Columhia)  College  hi  1770,  aftar  which 
he  went  to  England  where  he  was  ordained  for  the  church  at  Feekakill.  Ho 
moved,  however,  to  Schenectady,  as  above  stated,  to  whicb  place  he  was  appomt- 
ed  in  1773  at  fhe  request  of  the  Wardens  and  Vestry.  In  1776,  divinn  servico 
was  suspended  in  his  oliurch,  on  account  of  the  troubles  and  he,  liimself,  became 
the  object  of  mucli  Imrsh  treatment.  He  was  taken  prisoner  twice,  and  at  length 
deemed  it  prudent,  in  the  Ihll  of  1777,  to  apply  for  liberty  to  remove  to  Canada 
which  lie  obtained.  He  thereupon  proceeded  to  Montreal  wliere  he  wasappointed 
Chaplain  to  his  Majesty's  Royal  regiment  of  Kew  York.  When  he  left,  liis  con- 
gregation at  Schenectady  numbered  only  G9,  exclusive  of  slaves.  Of  [hose  12 
were  communieanta.  In  1780,  the  number  was  reduced  to  27  white  adults  Ha 
eondnued  In  Montreal  onttl  October  1781  when  he  repaired  to  England.  Ha 
returned  to  Canada  12  June  1781,  having  beenappointod  Missionaiy  at  Sorel. 
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healtli,  Exei'cise  &.  a  Change  of  Air  are  the  only  Expedients 
prescribed  lor  the  Recovery  of  it,  wliich  I  now  intend  enjoying, 
in  such  a  Manner,  as  my  Circumstances  ivill  afford.  But  shou'd 
I  ever  recover,  &  return  to  tlie  same  Duties,  a  Relapse  probably 
ending  in  a  Consumption  wou'd  be  the  fatal  Consequcjice. 

The  Venerable  Society's  Bounty,  &  an  uncertain  Subscription, 
which  is  daily  lessening  by  tlie  Removal  of  some  of  the  Congre- 
gation to  the  Country,  is  a  very  insufficient  Support  for  a  Family 
at  Schenectady,  &  more  so  as  House-rent  must  be  deducted  ftom 
that  Pittance. 

These  Circumstances  when  combined  together,  will  clearly 
evince  the  Hardships  I  labor  nuder,  &,  render,  I  hope,  my  conduct 
justifiable  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Society,  &,  of  the  People.  And 
more  particularly  so,  as  I  shall  engage  not  to  relinquish  the 
Mission  'till  it  is  properly  supplied,  and  not  even  then  without 
your  jipprobation. 

TJiis  Gentleman  who  now  officiates  in  my  Room,  is  personally 
known  to  Colonel  Johnson,  &  I  believe  wou'd,  if  agreeable  to 
you  &  the  People,  accept  the  Mission.  He  is  a  Relation  of  M"^. 
Ellic€S.     A  Person  of  good  Abilities,  &  a  fair  Cliaracter. 

Now  shou'd  you  choose  to  lavor  me  with  recommendatory 
Letters  to  the  Southward  to  sucli  of  your  Acquaintances  as  you 
thought  proper  on  this  Occasion,  I  wou'd,  depending  on  tiieir 

Here,  for  tlio  first  four  weolts,  lie  pfiiformeil  divine  service  in  tlie  E.  Catliolie 
church,  and  afterwards  in  the  barracks  where  he  resided.  A  place  of  worsliip 
was,  however,  aftem'ards  erected,  and  Mr.  D,  continued  missionary  at  this  place 
until  1793.  "  It  is  with  concern  (says  tlie  Society)  that  it  lias  received  infornia. 
tion  tliat  Ihey  are  deprived  of  the  useftil  services  of  this  worthy  Missionary,  Mr. 
John  Doty,  hy  his  removal  into  3iis  native  country,  to  take  charge  of  St.  Anne'a 
diurch  at  Brooklyn  on  Long  Island  in  the  Province  of  Sew  York,  (Abstract 
of  1794  b.)  His  connection  with  this  church  must  however  been  brief,  for  his 
name  occurs,  again  in  1706,  on  the  Society's  list  as  Missionary  at  Sorel,  whither 
lie  must  have'  returned  the  previous  year.  He  finally  reslgced  this  mission  in 
1803,  wliim  his  connections  with  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  ceased 
altogciiber.    Ed. 

&  Mr.  Fiah,  anlhorof  the  History  of  S\  Annc^s  Ch ;  Brooliljn  undcilakca  to  aay  tliat  "  tliB 
namo  of  Doty  does  not  appear  in  the  record  uf  clergy  in  tlie6tala  of  N.York  at  dl."  The 
eooiety'a  abatnuita  wb  proanmo  are  good  authority  for  the  eontfavy.  Wood  andThompsoo 
mentbii  Us  Dame  aioong  the  ctergy  of  St.  Anue'e. 


MBiGooi^le 


THE   SIX   NATIONS.  495 

Strengtii,  proceed  to  Mai-ylaiul  &  Virginia,  k  endeavor  to  obtain 
one  of  tlie  vacant  Parishes  in  either  of  tliose  provinces. 

I  send  this  incIosM  in  M^  WaUaces  pacliet,  who  tells  me  lie 
purposes  leaving  this  on  a  Visit  to  you  next  Thursday,  Sc  before 
then  expecls  being  lionored  with  your  Letters,  At  tlie  same 
Time,  I  intend  accompanying  Iiim  &,  his  Lady,  &  thereby  have  an 
opportunity  of  recovering  my  Health,  &  explaining  myself 
further  on  this  Subject,  but  lest  my  Health  shou'd  not  permit 
doing  myself  that  Honor,  shou'd  be  very  happy,  if  convenient, 
to  hear  your  Sentiments. 

I  hope  you  have  received  that  Benefit  in  the  Restoration  of 
your  Health,  which  all  ivho  know  j'ou  wish,  &  litm  pai'ticularly 
so,  who  is  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Gratitude, 
New  York  16">  Sii-,your  most  obedient  Servant, 

August  1773.  "Wm.  Andrews, 

The  Honorable  Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet 


KEVD.  MR.  ANDREWS  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

■Williamsbm-gh  IT-^  September  1773. 
Sir, 

Immediately  after  my  Arrival  here  I  waited  upon  Lord  Dun- 
more  witli  your  recommendatory  Letter,  and  he  told  nje  that  no 
vacant  Parish  had  lately  elaps'd  into  his  Gift,— and,  tliat  if  even 
there  was  one,  He  cou'd  not,  consistent  with  Ids  Engagements, 
promote  me  over  the  Heads  of  Six  Candidates  then  upon  his 
List.  But,  cou'd  I  lind  a  Vacancy  in  the  Power  of  the  Vestry, 
he  wou'd  do  his  utmost  to  serve  me. 

The  Circumstances  of  the  Parishes  here,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
explain  to  you,  as  well  as  the  little  knowledge  I  baveacquir'd 
will  enable  me. 

In  the  first  place,  tliere  is  an  Act  of  Assembly  for  the  Payment 
of  16000  Weight  of  Toliacco  to  the  Rector  of  each  Parish,  reckoa'd 
equal  to  ii200  Virginia  Currency,  which  approaches  the  nearest 
to  Sterling,  I  believe,  of  any  Money  on  the  Continent.  The 
Sherrifls  collect  this  tithabl©  Commodity  for  them,  or  receive  in 
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Lieu  thereof  Casli,  if  agreeable  to  tlie  Pai'son ;  so  that  no  Trouble 
or  Inconvenience  arises  irom  this  Mode  of  Jevyiug  their  Salaiies 
regularly.  And  as  tliere  is  aa  exact  Equality  in  this  Taxation,, 
the  only  Advantages  one  Iiicunibeni  lias  above  another  proceeds 
entirely  from  tlie  Prices  of  Tobacco  iu  the  respective  Parishes, 
fi-om  the  different  Value  of  the  Glebe  Lands  &  Parsonage  House, 
&  from  tlieir  Situation  ia  Point  of  Healtii. 

Wlien  a  Vacancy  happens  tlio  Power  of  Presentation  is  ia  the 
Vestry  for  twelve  Montlis  after,  k  tlien  it  elapses  to  the  Gover- 
nor, wlio  seldom  inducts,  (unless  in  new-form'd  Parishes,)  as 
there  are  a  number  continually  waiting  for  Provision.  The 
Impossibility  of  effecting  the  Removal  of  an  Incumbent,  &  the 
ill  Conduct  of  some  Ministers,  has  made  the  Vestry,  who  are  the 
Voice  of  the  Congregation,  somewhat  more  cautious  than  they 
formerly  were  in  presenting ;  therefore  the  general  Practice 
which  at  present  prevails,  is  taking  Strangers  upon  Trial,  till 
their  moral  Conduct,  Abilities,  &  Character  from  whence  they 
came,  are  discovered. 

Amongst  the  present  Hunters  lor  Liviugs,  I  find  upon  Record 
the  Name  of  the  Rev*!  M''  Hitnna,  who,  notwithstanding  he  has 
seen  tlie  King  &  liis  Robes,  k  been  strongly  recommended  from 
England  to  this  Province  &  that  of  Maryland,  he  still  remains 
unprovided  for  by  tlie  latest  Accounts  of  him.  His  Character 
is  not  known  here,  nor  have  I  been  so  uncharitabJe  as  to 
acquaint  the  Clergy  with  it.  It  is  his  Want  of  Powers  to  please, 
tltat  has  hitherto  been  the  obstacle  of  his  success. 

From  this  View  of  the  Matter,  Sir,  which  I  liave  troubled  you 
with,  the  Improbability  of  my  obtaining  Preferment  tliro'  liis 
Lordship  plainly  appears.  And  more  especially  so,  as  He  seems 
to  have  little  Acquaintance  with  the  Vestry,  &  less  Concern  for 
my  Interest. 

The  very  Day  I  left  New  York,  I  met  M'  Stuart,  on  his  Way 
to  Pensylvania,  who  told  me  M''  Mosley  intended  relinquishing 
the  Mission  at  Johnstown,  finding  it  impossible  to  continue 
longer  in  the  State  of  Health  he  then  was  in,  fc  that  he  was 
apprehensive  of  his  Disorder's  increasing.  Indeed  he  told  me 
when  I  was  there  that  be  wish'd  I  had  his  Place.  Now,  Sir,  as 
i  have  formerly  sollieited  you  on  tliis  Head,  &  have  no  Hopes  of 
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being  able  to  remove  here,  I  shou'd  be  extremely  happy  &  con- 
tented, to  undertake  that  Mission.  And  shou'd  M''  Mosley  give 
it  up  voluntarily,  I  trust  in  God,  you  will  be  good  enough  to  let 
me  have  it,  that  is,  if  you  think  me  agreeable'  k  qualified  to 
discharge  the  Duties  of  the  Mission. 

This  wou'd  be  an  effectual  Remedy  of  my  present  Grievances, 
a  probable  Restorative  of  my  former  Health,  &,  be  the  greatest 
obligation  you  cou'd  confer  on 

Sii',  your  grateful,  & 

most  obedient  servant 

W.    Ak DREWS. 

The  Honorable  Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet. 


SIR  mi.  JOHNSON  TO  COL.  BABCOCK, 

OK   THE   ACADEMY   FOR    THE    INDIANS. 

Johnsonhall  Nov'  19'''  1773. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  favor  of  your  Letter,  from  Stonington,  and 
am  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  enquiries  about  my  health, 
which  I  think  somewhat  improved. 

There  is  no  doubt  from  the  Letter  you  inclosed  to  me  that  the 
Clergy  at  Boston  would  wish  well  to  a  design  so  laudable  in 
speculation,  but  after  giving  it  much  attention  I  am  inclined  to 
apprehend  that  there  is  more  difficulty  in  the  execution  than 
you  seem  aware  of;  success  is  no  Constant  attendant  on  Lauda- 
ble designs,  they  often  owe  it  to  party,  or  to  the  favorable  opera- 
tion of  lucky  Circumstances,  and  to  cool  reception  and  failure 
of  some  similar  views,  tho'  well  supported  &  strongly  recom- 
mended creates  a  doubt  in  me  of  the.  success  of  a  Scheme 
without  any  fund,  depending  on  the  piety  of  men  in  power,  or 
the  boimty  of  the  public. — perhaps  within  a  little  time  the 
Scheme  may  bid  fairer  for  success,  when  however  loath  to  renew 
applications  I  would  willingly  give  it  my  countenance,  as  it  has 
my  best  Wishes,  and  1  am  heartily  sorry  that  the  present  times 

Vol,.  IV.  32 
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do  not  appear  more  favorable  fo  a  design  tliat  might  he  produc- 
tive of  much  benefit. 

Be  assured  that  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  see  or'  hear  trom  yotf 
as  I' am  with  tnith  and  regard,  Sir 

Your  hearty  Well  wislier 

and  very  humble  Sen't. 
Henry  Babcock  'Esq' 

Sir  John  Col  Johnson  D'  Dease  &  all  here  desii'e  to  be  iiindly 
remembered  to  you. 


COL.  BABCOCK  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

StoDiiigton  28111  Keel- 1773. 
Sir 

I  was  honoured  -rtith  .your  Favour  of  the  19"^  Nov  which 
have  now  before  me,  and  have  read  it  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion; and  altho'  I  am  very  loth  to  be  troublesome  to  you,  with 
my  LetterSj'yet  have  presumed  once  more  to  write  to  you. — I 
observe  you  are  pleased  to  say,  that  "  Perhaps  in  a  little  Timfe 
"  the  Scheme  may  bid  Fairer  for  Success,-  When  hoWever  Idth 
"  to  renew  applications,  I  would  willingly  give  it  my'  Couuten- 
"  ance,  as  it  haa  my  best  Wishes"  &=. 

I  should  be  extreamly  gorry,  to  desire  any  thing  of  Youj  that 
would  give  you  the  least  uneasiness,  and  I  am  thoroughly  sensi- 
ble that' no  Person  can  be  more  delicate  than  you  in  asking!  a 
Favour  for  your  Self, 

But  in  soliciting  Bene&ctions,  for  those  nations  of  Indians; 
who  you  well  knoW,  have  been  very  useful  in  saving  tills  Coun- 
try, and  adding  to  it  Vast  acquisitions,  as  they  were  improved 
by  you  the  last  War.! — To  civilize  Barbarians,  and  make  them 
happy,  is  a  Task  as  replete  with  Pleasure,  as  any  I  can  figure  to 
myself.  I  will  readily  allow,  that  there  are  Difficultys  in  the  Way 
(particularly  in  establishing  a  Fund)  but  Industry  &  Perseve- 
rance will  surmount  them — ^I  would,  could  I  b6  authorised  by 
you,  next  Spring  chearfuUy  make  the  Tf  ial  throughout  the  Colo- 
nies, in  the  ?ame  manner  that  I  did  in  he  Town  of  Newpbrt. 
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and  should  it  meet  with  the  favourable  Keception,  tliat  I  flatter 
myself  it  would,  you  would  never  repent  it. — In  the  Island  of 
Jamaica,  for  the  Philadelphia  College  was  raised  Eight  Thousand 
pounds  their  Curreacy;  and.  Chai-ity  may  be  asked  witli  infi- 
nitely more  Propriety  for  the  Indians,  than  the  Philadelphiaiis, 
who  are  of  themselveSj  well  able  to  support  a  Seminaiy  witliout 
any  foreign  Assistance. 

Success  (as  you  may  justly  observe)  is  no  constant  Attendant 
"  on  laudable  Designs,  they  owe  it  often  to  Pai'ty  and  the  favour- 
able opperations  of  lucky  Circumstances"  and  may  we  not 
venture  to  add  that  it's  often  owing  to  the  invisible  liand  of 
God.— The  Story  of  Joseph  and  his  Eretheren,  as  mentioned  in 
the  old  Testament  does  not  appear  more  striking  to  Me  than 
your  first  settling  in  this  Country. — The  Place  you  pitclied  upon 
to  settle,  and  in  Consequence  of  that,  the  surprizing  Influence 
you  had  over  the  Indians,  and  the  great  Benefits  resulting  from 
that  Influence — The  many  narrow  Escapes  you  have  run,  not 
only  the  common  Chances  of  War,  but  the  high  Rewards  oiferd 
to  the  french  Indians  either  to  assasinate  You,  or  take  You  Pri- 
soner, and  your  eluding  all  their  repeated  Etlbrts ;  it  cannot  be 
euthusiastical,  for-  me  to  say,  tliat  there  was  a  kind  Providence 
that  protected  you ;  and  your  most  valuable  Life  I  stil  believe, 
is  reserved,  to  lay  the  Foundations  of  civilizing  &  christianising 
those  numerous  Nations  of  Indians,  at  present  ignorant  of  the 
vast  Blessings  in  store  for  tliem. 

Please  to  accept  of  ray  sincerest  Thanks,  for  the  kind  Manner 
in  which  you  are  pleased  to  express  yourself  in  my  behalf;  and 
return  my  Compliments  to  Sir  John,  &  the  rest  of  the  Gentlemen 
itf  your  vicinity — am  not  determined,  whether  I  shall  do  myself 
the  Honour  of  paying  You  a  visit  this  Winter,  but  if  I  do  not 
this  Winter  fully  intend  it  in  the  Spring. 
I  am  with  greatest  Esteem 
Your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 

Henry  Eabcock. 

Sir  William  Johnson. 
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SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  'mn  liEYD  DE.  HINDS. 

Johnson  hall  March  8'ii  1774. 
Sir, 

In  my  Letter  of  November  last  to  you  I  laid  before  the  Vene- 
rable Society  a  General  Sketch  of  the  present  State  of  the  Mis- 
sions in  tliis  Quarter,  and  of  some  late  Changes  respecting  them, 
wherein  I  had  occasion  to  acquaint  you  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  Rev<i  M''  Mosley  was  introduced  to  the  Mission  at 
Johnstown  in  my  neighbourhood,  and  of  the  precarious  State,  of 
his  health  for  some  time  past; — Since  which  he  has  been  under 
tlie  Necessity  of  acquainting  me,  that  he  can  no  longer  undertake 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  Office  here  from  tlie  repeated 
attacks  of  an  Epileptic  complaint,  &  is  therefore  desirous  of 
i-etnrning  to  England  to  his  fjiends,  he  has  not  been  able  to  ofS- 
ciate  for  some  time,  his  faculties  seem  much  impaired  &  he  has 
retired  from  the  Mission. 

As  I  have  in  my  last,  and  former  Letters  so  fully  shewn  the 
Importance  of  this  Mission  in  many  essential  points  It  is  unne- 
cessa.ry  to  obseiTe  that  it  must  suffer  great  disadvantage  should  it 
continue  long  unsuppUed  I  have  therefore  no  doubtof  the  Society's 
care  &  attention  to  promote  true  JReligion  in  this  Infant  Settle- 
ment by  endeavouring  to  procure  some  fitting  person  to  under- 
take that  Cliarge,  as  soon  as  possible  as  I  know  of  no  Candidate 
tliat  offei-s  at  present  in  this  Country,  tho'  1  trust  such  may  be 
found  in  England  amongst  Some  of  those  Gent*  who  have  but 
small  incomes  with  large  families  for  whom  they  can  make 
a  better  ptov^ion  m  Amenca  tlian  at  home,  At  the  same  time 
I  shall  in  Conjunction  with  the  Clergy  of  this  Province  make 
the  most  diligent  enquiry  in  order  to  have  it  supplied-  liere  if 
possible  as  a  Congregation  so  large  &  promising  &  that  must  in  a 
little  time  influence  a  large  extent  of  Country  deserves  much 
attention;  and  I  think  it  very  necessary  to  make  a  private  observa- 
tion that  this  part  of  the  Country  is  not  Circumstanced  like  the 
Old  Settlements  on  the  Sea  Coasts,  where  the  Missionarys  are  in 
fact  usefull  only  to  a  select  few,  where  all  their  Neighbours,  are 
bigotedly  attached  to  their  respective  Sects,  &  seldom  come 
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within  the  Pale  of  the  Church,  but  here  the  Inhabitants  are  for 
the  most  pai't  very  ignorant,  &  have  been  chiefly  invited  by  the 
fertiUty  of  the  Soil,  &  the  advantage  of  fine  Communicat"*'  for 
transporting  their  produce,  and  as  tliey  were  of  the  poorer  & 
lower  Class  of  Adventurers  from  diff'  Countries  they  have  in 
general  very  little  acquaintance  with  any  Religion,  &  a  Minister 
can  not  be  accus'd  of  interfering  amst  them  so  that  the  first 
Ciiurch  which  goes  on  Successfully  &  without  interruption  must 
attach  them  all,  &  not  only  them  but  all  those  who  are  in  the 
same  predicament,  who  are  really  the  buUc  of  the  people  in  a 
Country  that  settles  amazingly  fest  all  of  whom  may  in  time 
become  Zealously  attached  to  our  Constitution  in  Cliurch  &  State 
if  duly  attended  to  in  their  Infancy.  The  Independ''  &.  other 
Dissenters  are  so  sensible  of  this  that  repeated  applicat"  has 
been  made  for  the  use  of  the  Ch;  often  by  Itinerant  preachers 
whenever  the  Minister  was  absent  for  that  purpose  I  leave  you 
to  Judge  from  the  Sly  Artifices  as  WeU  as  pubUc  attacks  prac- 
tised by  them  against  the  Ch;  of  England  in  America; — 

As  I  do  not  recollect  any  material  occurrence  since  my  last,  I 
have  only  to  offer  my  best  Regards  to  the  Society,  &  most 
Cordial  Wishes,  for  the  prosperity  of  their  pious  &.  Laudable 
endeavors  assuring  you  that  I  am  with  much  Esteem  Sir  &ca. 

The  Eevi  D'  Hind-  • 

1  Ber,  EicHARD  Hisd,  D.  D.,  son  of  Dr.  John  Hind,  rector  of  Fendon,  Sus- 
sex, was  born  at  Boddington  in  Nortliflmptonshire,  in  1715;'eiikred  Osford 
about  1730,  and  obtained  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  DiTJoity  in  1749;  became  vector 
of  Chering,  Esjex.  1754,  and  of  St.  Anne,  Westminster,  176Q,  both  of  which  he 
vacated  ill  1778  for  the  Vicarages  of  Koeiiilale,  Lancaahire,  aud  Skipton,  York. 
Bhire.  on  aeconnt  of  a  dispute  whicli  he  had  with  his  Curate  in  St.  Anne's,  parti- 
culars of  which  are  given  in  the  47th  Vol.  of  the,  Gent.  Mag.  He  waa  also  pi«. 
bendary  of  St.  Paul's.  Dr.  Hind'died  at  Eoohdale,  18th  Feb.,  1790,  rot  75 
Some  of  his  sermons  have  been  printed.  Nichols'  Literary  ^necdotss.  He  was 
sncceeded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Morrice  as  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  prop 
the  Gosp,— Ed. 
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THE  CHURCHWARDENS  OE  SCHENECTADY  TO   SIR  WM. 
JOHNSON. 

Honourable  Sir, 

The  very  humane  Treatment  which  we  have  constantly  expe- 
rienced from  you  is,  and  we  hope  ever  will  be  gratefully  remem- 
lired  by  us.  In  paTtiCuIar  we  think  ourselves  greatly  indebted 
to  your  kindness  and  Generosity  in  assisting  ua  on  a  recent 
occasion  with  your  good  and  seasonable  Advice  and  supporting 
us  with  a  Promise  of  your  friendly  'Interposition  in  our  Favour. 
We  should  esteem  -ourselves  highly  culpable  had  we  not  invari- 
ably attended  lo  the  -Path  which  you  directed  us  to  pursue,  and 
which  we  doubt  not  will  lead  us  to  the  full  enjoyment  c>f  our 
Wishes.  In  our  way  HcaHcward,  agreeable  to  your  desire,  -we 
waited  upon  Ooi  Johnson,  Who  leadily  drew  up  for  us  an  address 
to  the  Venerable  Society.  A  ■Gopy-eftliia  address  we  sent  imme- 
diately, aud  hope-it  -has-feeen  received  previously  to  the  Anni- 
versai'y  Session,  -Soeii'Sfter  -the -first  -we  sertt  a  Second  Copy  in 
case  the  former  should  miscarry  ;,;^d.Ss'we-thought  it  proper 
to  acquaint  the  Keverend  Clei^  of  New  York  ^ith  our  Inten- 
tion we  enclosed  it  to  them  unsealed,  reqilGsting  that  after  they 
had  perused  it  they  would  be  so  kind  as  to  seal  and  forward  it 
by  the  first  opportunity,  at  the  same  Time  soliciting  their 
jFriendship.  'When  several  weeks  had  passed  without  hearing 
from  tliem.  We  Wrote  a  Line  requesting  to  know  by  whom  they 
had  sent  the  addresses,  to  us,  its  safety  was  a  matter  of  Cdnse- 
quence.  In  answer  to  this  D'  Auchmuty  Inform'd  us  that  "  no 
other  opportunity  offering  he  had  sent  it  by  the  Pacquet."  The 
I'cason  of  this  Evident  Contempt  of  the  latter  part  of  our  request 
we  are  at  a  Idss  to  assign,  unless  it  iHay  be  collected  out  of  a 
Letter  which  we  received  from  M'  Andrews  soon  after  he  left 
us  dated  at  New  York  in  which  he  says  "  I  really  am  somewhat 
afraid  the  Society's  Salary  will  not  be  continued  at  Schenectady. 
And  it  is  the  opinion  of  DoC  Auchmuty  and  M'  Inglis  that  it 
will  not.  They  think  it  perversion  of  that  Bounty  which  ought 
to  be  extended  to  much  larger  Bodies  of  People  who  are  without 
divine  worship  in  several  parts  of  this  and  the  Neighbouring 
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Provinces."  If  sijoh  are  the  Sentiments,  of  those.Revereiid  Gen- 
tlemen we  cannot  help  thinking  that,  either  they  have  a  very 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  State  of  our  Church  j  or  if  otherwise, 
some  very  unaccountaWe  prejndice  against  us. 

As  we  labour  under  many  disadvantages  for  waut.of  a  charter, 
we  embraced  the  happy  opportunity  of,  addpesaing  His  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor  .on  that  subject  by  S''  John  who  generously 
promised,  us  his  benevolent  offices, ,  and  at  whose  return  we  gre 
in  no  Doubt  of  receiving  a  yeiy  favourable  answer.  We  beg 
your  Indulgence  in  thus  detaining  you  as  we  are  prompted  to  it 
by  a  sense  of  the  Duty., which  we  owe  you,  and  which  sliall  ever 
be  acknowledged  by 

Honourable  and  greatly  respected.Sir 

Your  much  obliged  and  veiy  humble  Servants 

J.  W.  Brown. 

RoBT,  Clench.  ' 
Schenectady  March  2I*t  1774. 


SIR  WM.  JOHNSON  TO  CHUKCHWARDEKS  OF  SCHENECTADY 

Jolmson-hall  April  I't  1774, 
Gentlemen; 

I  received  your  tetter  and  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have 
any  Apprehensions  of  the  dislike  of  the  Society  or  Clergy  as 
tending  to  withdraw  the  Mission,  but  I  ajn  inclined  to  believe 
that  You  are  alarmed  without  sufficient  cause,  for,  wliateyer 

1  Robert  Clench  was  married  to  Hannali  Vernon  at  Laycook,  Lancaster  Co. 
Penn,  on  the  5th  May  1758,  hj  the  revd  Geo.  Craig,  episcopal  Minister.  He  had 
ttoe  sons,  Ealph;  Benjamin  and Thomas,.andthiee  daughters,  Rebecca,  Eliza- 
beth and  Euictta.  He  was  a  Kealons  friend  of  St.  Geoige'BCharch,and  was  the 
first  to  eanse  Stoves  to  be  introduced  into  that  edifice,  an  innovation  which  dis- 
tnrbed  the  minds  of  many  who  did  not  approve  of  snch  novelties  Mr  Clench 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Dnited  States  on  the  25th  Jnly  1778,  &  died  in 
the  latterpart  of  I78I.  His  will  bears  date  10  Sept.  and  it  was  proved  on  2Ist 
Deo.  of  that  year.  His  wife  survived  hira  seven  years.  She  was  buried  in  St. 
George's  fleniotery  Dec.  2,  1788.  Letter  of  Eev.  Wm.  Payne,  rector  of  St. 
George's 
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misreiiresentations  M''  Andrews  or  any  other  person  may  have 
been  Guilty  of,  It  is  improbable  that  the  Society  would  with- 
hold their  Assistance  without  a  particular  enquiry  into  the  state 
of  the  Congregation,  and  as  I  believe  that  the  Mission  was  prin- 
cipally established  tliro'  my  recommendation  thereof  to  the 
Society,  I  should  naturally  Conclude  that  they  would  communi- 
cate their  thoughts  to  me  before  they  determined  on  Withdraw- 
ing it,  from  all  which  considerations  I  should  tliinli,  you  have 
not  much  to  apprehend  on  that  head,  should  it  prove  otherwise 
I  shall  willingly  assist  in  recommending  your  Church  to  the 
&i-ther  attention  of  the  society,  as  I  am  always  its  hearty  well- 
wdsher  and  your  very  humble  Servt. 
To  Mess'^s  Clench  &,  Brown 
Schenectady. 


REVD.  R.  MOSLET  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON. 

Sir  William 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  express  my  Gratitude  to  Tou  :  for  Tour 
unbounded  Goodness  to  me  during  My  Residence  at  Johnstown 
and  particularly  at  my  Departure— I  shall  allways  retain  a  most 
gratefull  sense  of  Youi'  Generosity  :  And  that  it  may  please  God 
long  to  prolong  your  Life,  and  possess  you  with  a  good  state  of 
Health  will  be  the  Constant  prayers  &  wishes  of  One  who  has 
the  Honor  of  subscribing  Himse.lf  (Sir  William) 
Your  much  obliged 
&  very  Humble  Ser* 

R.  MOSLEY. 

P.  S.    Please  to  present  my  best  Respects  to  D'  Dease,  and 
Compt'  to  M»  Daily  &c — 
New-York  Ap'yMl*  74. 
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THE   LAST   MISSIONARY   TO    THE   MOHAWKS. 

The  conversion  and  civilization  of  the  American  Indians 
engaged  the  attention  6£  Europeans  at  an  early  date.  The 
christianizing  of  the  Iroquois  especially  became  the  object  of  the 
Jesnits  of  Canada  as  far  back  as  1642,  and  a  few  years  afterwards 
rather  Jogues  laid  down  his  life  on  the  Mohawk  river,  for  the 
Gospel.  The  Dutch  who  fli-st  colonised  tbese  parts,  did  notgive 
the  subject  much  consideration.  T!ie  clergy  at  the  Maiibatans 
succeeded  in  teaching  one  young,  savage  the  prayers  so  that  he 
could  repeat  the  responses  in  church,  and  also  to  read  and  write 
well.  He  was  then  furnished  with  a  Bible  and  was  sent  to  evan- 
gelize the  heathen.  Butbe  pawned  the  book  for  brandy,  becanw 
a  thorough  beast  and  did  more  harm  than  good.  • 

The  government  of  New  York  did  not  make  any  effort  to 
christianize  the  Five  Nations  further  than  to  pay,  for  some  time, 
a  small  salary  to  the  clergyman  at  Albany  to  attend  to  the  wante 
of  such  Indians  as  might  apply  to  him.  The  Rev.  M''  Freeman 
of  that  city  translated  a  great  part  of  the  English  liturgy,  the 
morning  and  evening  prayers,  the  litany,  the  Atbanasian  Creed, 
with  some  passages  of  tlie  old  and  New  Testamentinto  the  Indian 
tongue,  but  those  professing  to  be  christians  in  1710,  are  repre- 
sented as  "  so  ignorant  and  scandalous  that  they  can  scarce  be 
reputed  Cliristians."^  In  1712,  Mr.  Andrews  was  sent  as  a 
Missionary  to  the  Mohawks  by  the  Society  for  propagating  the 
Gospel,  and  a  churcli  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scobary 
creek,  but  this  Missionary  soon  abandoned  the  place,  and  as  he  was 
the  first,  so  was  he  the  last,  that  resided  among  them  for  a  great 
many  years,  the  Society  afterwai'ds  contenting  themselves  with 
imitating  the  policy  of  the  government  and  allowing  a  small 
stipend  to  their  clergyman  at  Albany  to  act  as  a  missionary  to 
the  Mohawks.  In  which  capacity  he  did  them  but  very  little 
good. 

In  1748,  the  people  of  New  England  turned  their  attention  to 
this  field  of  labor,  and  the  Eev*'  Mess'"  Spencer,  Wootlbridge, 

I  O'Call.  H.  Netherland  ii.,  319.  2  N.  T.  Doct.  Hist.  iu. 
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and  Hawley  visited  successively  the  tribes  on  the  Mohawk  and 
Susquehannah  riyers. '  The  cojnmeucenjent  of  the  French  war, 
soon  afterwards,  interrupted  all  missionary  eiForts  west  of  Albany, 
which  were  not  renewed  until  1 761,  when  the  Eev^  Dr.Wheelock 
directed  his  attention  to  that  quarter,  and  endeavoured  by  intro- 
ducing Indians,  as  missionaries  and  schoolmasters,  to  reclaim 
the' Natives  from  their  savage  life.  He  gives  the  result  of  his 
efforts  and  experience,  in  these  words: 

'Among  those  whomlhaTS  educated,  thoreiaTe  been  near  forty  who.weve 
good  readers  and  writers,  and  were  instmoted  in  the  principles  of  tlie  Christian 
religion,  as  their  age,  and  time,  wonld  adroit,  and  were  Eulfidectly  nuagterE  oC 
English  grammar,  arithmetic,  and  a  numbet  considerably  advanced  in  a. knowl- 
edge of  Greek  and  Latin,  and  one  of  them  carried  through  college,  and  .was  a 
good  scholar ,  and  oihera  carried  throngli  a  course  of  learning  with  not  less  expenoe 
iot  eacli  of  them,  than  would  have  been  necessary  to  have  supported  an  Eaglish 
jKWth  throngh  a  course  of  collegiate  stndieB,aijd  they  bare  generally  .b^hnved 
■well  while  they  were  with  me,  and  left  my  school  with  fair.  and-tiuHemished 
characters,  and  under  the  influence  of  every  motiye  1  cpuld  set  before  them„to  a 
good  improvement  of  the  distinguishing  talents  wliich  God  had  committed  to 
them,  and  many  of  fham  have  gone  immediately  from  ray  school  into  good,  and 
reputable  buaness,  and  such  buanesa  as  they  were  eqnal  to,  and  generally  to 
serve  as  schoolmasters,  but  some  as  interpreters,  &c.  and  nothing  has  prevented 
their  being  imployed  usefally,  and  reputably  in  various  capacities  till  this  day, 
but  their  want  of  fortitude  to  resist  the  power,  of  tbose  fashionable  vices  which 

.werej;ampant  among. all  their  tribes Of  Edl  the  number  before  Mentioned, 

I.dont  hear  of  more  than  half  who  have  preserved  their  characters  unslain'd, 
either  by  a  course  of  intemperance  or  nncleacness,  or  both;  and  some,  who  on 
account  of  their  parte,  and  learning,  bid  the  fdrest  for  usefulne^,  are  sunk  down 
into  as  low,  savage,  and  brutish  a  manner  of  living  as  they  were  in  before  any 
endeavours  were  used  with  them  to  raise  tbem  up:  and  there  are  some  of  whom 
i.did,  and  do  still  entertain  hope  that  they  were  really  the  subjects  of  Gp4's 
grace,  who  have  not  wholly  kept  their  garments  unspotted  amongst  the  pots. 
And  six  of  those  who  did  preserve  a  good  character,  are  now  dead."^ 

The  necessity  of  having  missionaries  of  the  church  of  England 
resident  among  the  Mohawlis  was  again  brought  before  the 
Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  a  few  years  before  the 
Revolution,  both  by  Sir  W""  Johnson  and  the  Eev.  M''  Ingjis  of 
New-York,  the  last  of  whom  also  laid  the  subject  before  the 
government  in  England  in  the  form  of  a  Memorial.  In  tlie  year 
1770,  the  Society  again  consented,  to  ordain,  a  Missionary  tor  th 
exclusive  geivice  of  the  .Mohawks. 

1  N.Y.  Doc. .Hist,  ill,  2WIieclock'sKarr.ror  1771,  p,  I!) 
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JunN  Stuakt,  who  was  selected  for  this  purpose,  was  born  at 
Hut'i-ishiu'g  ill  Pennsylvania  in  1740.  The  fiimily  mansion  in 
which  he  first  saw  the  light  was  jet  standing  in  183C,  His 
father,  Andrew  Stuart,  came  to  America  from  the  town  of  Omagh 
in  Ireland,  about  the  year  1730 ;  besides  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  he  had  tliree  sons,  James,  Andrew  &  Charles.  The  first 
died  young  ;  the  others— Andrew  and  Charles — died  some  years 
ago,. both  at  an  advanced  age,  in  tlie  Western  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, having  been  in  the  worst  of  times,  staunch  supporters  of 
the  cause  of  American  liberty.  They  were  all  men  of  great 
physical  strength'.  At  an  early  age  John  Stuart  evinced  a  dis- 
position for  serious  studies,  and  when  he  graduated  at  the  College 
of  Philadelphia  he  liad  made  up  his  mind  to  join  the  commu- 
nion of  the  Church  of  England,  This  determination  exposed 
him  to  much  difficulty,  for  his  father  was  a  rigid  Presbyterian, 
and  expected  his  children  to  conform  to  his  religious  opinions^. 
M'  Stuart's  patience  at  last  overcame, his  father,s prejudices,  and 
he  was  allowed  to  proceed  to  England,  being  recommended  by 
the  Clergy  of  Pennsylvania  for  ordination^.  He  received  holy 
orders  in  the  year  1770,  and  was  appointed  Missionary  to  the 
Mohawks  at  Fort  Hunter.  He  arrived  at  tlie  scene  of  his  future 
labors  and  preached  his  first  sermon  at  Canajoharie,  on  Christ- 
mas day  of  the  same  year.  His  routine  now  was,  to  preach 
every  Sunday ;  first  to  the  Indians,  after  service  liad  been  per- 
formed in  their  own  language.  Divine  service  was,  next,  read 
in  English  to  a  congregation  of  200  persons  and  upwards.  In 
the  afternoon,  he  ofQciated  in  the  Mohawk  Chapel,  to  the  white 
people,  most  of  whom  were  Dutch,  and  who  liad  no  stated^place 
of  worship'.  In  1774,  he  was  able  to  read  the  Liturgy  and  the 
several  offices  of  baptism,  marriage  &c  to  his  ilock,  and  converse 
tolerably  well  with  them,  on  common  subjects  in  their  own  lan- 
guage, but  he  found  great  -difficulty  to  convey  to  them  any 
distinct  ideas  on  divine  subjects,  for  want  of  a  constant  interpre- 
ter, from  which  cause,  also,  he-could  but  seldom  preacli  to  them. 
To  supply  these  and  other  deiiciencies,  he  undertook  a  transla- 

1  Geo.  Okill  Stnart's  letter.  2  London  Colonial  Cliuvch  Chroniclo,  So.  if. 

8  Soc'ty's  Atfltract,  1771-  l-AlJEtraot,  1772. 
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tion  of  a  part,  of  the  New  Testament,  and,  with  the  assistaiice  it 
is  said  of  Brant,  prepared  a  Mohawlt  translation  of  St.  Marli's 
gospel,  a  large  and  plain  Exposition  of  the  Church  Catechism, 
and  a  Compendious  History  of  the  Bible'.  In  addition  to  his 
regular  duties,  he  ofRciated  onee  a  fortnight  at  Johnstown  with- 
out any  remuneration.  Service  was  read  to  the  Mohawks  at 
Canajoharie  by  Paulus  Sjhonwadi,  the.  Indian  Schoolmaster. 
Some  idea  of  the  difficuUies  attendant  on  conveying  elementary 
instractio'n  to  the  Indians  ia  those  days  may  be  formed  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  teacher  had  no  elementary  books.  Paulus 
&  the  other  Mohawk  teachers  taught  the  Alphabet  &o  by  means 
only  of  little  manuscript  scraps  of  paper.  It  was  not  until  several 
years  aftei',  that  Col.  Claus  composed  a  short  printer  for 
them.^ 

In  the  year  1775  coinmenced  the  upheaving  of  those  elements 
which  in  a  short  time  terminated  in  the  birth  of  this  Eepublic, 
The  agitation  wliich  followed  rent  society  in  pieces,  and  many 
who  had  been  previously  neighbours  and  friends,  now  found 
tiiemselves  enemies,  and  opposed  to  each  other  in  the  deadliest 
hostility.  Suspicion  stallced  abroad  and  those  who,  from  what- 
ever motive,  shrank  from  approving  the  new  order  of  things 
were  denounced  and  arrested,  if  they  had  not  already  abandoned 
their  homes.  No  class  was  so  uncompromising  in  its  loyalty  as 
the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  in  this  State,  and  they  in 
consequence,  did  not  fail  to  experience  the  bitter  effects  of  their 
own  unwise  resolution. 

Mr,  Stuart  however  did  not  experience  any  inconvenience 
at  first ;  indeed  he  remained  undisturbed  at  Fort  Ilnnter, 
for  some  time  even  after  the  Declai'ation  of  Independence, 
and  constantly  performed  divine  service  without  omitting 
the  prayers  for  the  king,  as  prescribed  in  the  Liturgy.  In 
the  Spring  of  1777,  Gen'  Herkimer  received  intelligence  that 
some  persons  belonging  to  Tryon  County  intended  to  join  the 
enemy  at  Niagara ;  he  ordered  a  watch  on  the  high  road,  which 
prevented  their  passage,  and  on  being  fired  at,  they  retreated 
and  lost  their  bundles.    On  the  next  day,  two  packs  of  letters 

1  Abstract,  1775.  2  Abstract  for  1782,  p,  48. 
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were  picked  Up  by  a  Sf[uaw  not  farfroin  tlie  road.  One  of  these 
letters,  though  not  subscribed,  was  supposed  abuost  for  certain, 
to  be  the  hand  writing  of  Eevi  M'  Stuart,  Minister  of  the 
Mohawk  Castle,  and  the  whole  were  forwarded  to  the  Provincial 
Congress.  On  examination,  however,  the  papers  were  found  to 
be  of  such  little  importance  that  they  were  returned  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Tryon  County.  M''  Stuart's  continued  residence  at 
Tort  Hunter  now  became  dangerous  ahke  to  himself  and  his 
family.  St.  Leger  had  raised  tlie  siege  of  Fort  Schuyler  ;  Bur- 
goyne  had  surrendered ;  the  Indians,  who  had  hitherto  protected 
their  Minister,  had  abandoned  their  homes,  &  with  Brant  were 
laying  waste  the  countiy.  between  the  Susquehanna  and  the 
Mohawk  rivers.  Mr.  Stuart's  connexion  with  the  Johnson  family 
and  his  relations  to  the  Indians  rendered  him  particularly 
obnoxious  to  the  Whigs.  His  house  was  attacked,  his  property 
plundered  and  every  indignity  offered  his  person.  His  chureli 
was  also  plundered,  then  turned  into  a  tavern  and  in  ridicule 
and  contempt  a  barrel  of  rum  was  placed  on  the  reading  desk. 
It  was  afterwai-ds  used  as  a  stable,  and  finally  served  as  a  fort. ' 
He  became  thus  necessitated  to  remove,  and  in  June  1778,  the 
Board  appointed  for  detecting  Conspiracies  were  advised  of  iiis 
residence  m  Schenectady. 

It  was  represented  to  them  that  "  Mr.  Stuart  would  have  it  in 
his  power  to  convey  Intelligence  from  that  Place  to  the  Indians, 
and  as  he  had  always  been  a  declared  Enemy  to  the  Liberties  of 
America,  it  would  be  necessary  to  Order  him  down  the  Country." 
This  information  was  received  on  the  1 1"'  June  and  on  the  25"' 
M^  Stuart  was  ordered  to  "  repair  with  his  family  forthwith  to 
tlie  State  of  Connecticut  until  his  exchange  could  be  procured, 
and  that  he  sett  off  in  four  Days  after  this  Resolution  is 
delivered  to  him,  and  on  his  failure,  to  comply  herewith  it  is 
ordered  that  he  be  put  into  close  confinement." 

Mr,  Stuart  appeared  before  the  Commissioners  two  days  after 
the  above  order,  and  "declared  his  readiness  to  convince  them 
that  he  liad  not  corresponded  with  the  enemy,  and  that  he  was 
ready  and  willing  to  enter  into  any  engagement  for  the  faithful 

1  Abstract  for  17S2,  ul  ante.     Jounial  of  tlie  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.  i.  883;  ii. 
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performance  of  such  matters  as  might  be  enjoyned  him."  It 
was  therefore  resolved  that  he  "  enter  into  Parole  not  to  do  or 
say  any  Thing  in  opposition  to  the  Measures  pursued  by  the 
Congress  of  the  tJnited  States-  of  America,  or  by  tl^e  Legislative 
or  executive  PoWerS' of  either  of  the  said  States,  and  that  he 
shall  and  will  not  hold  any  correspondence  by  word  or  Deed 
upon  Polltilial'  Matters  with  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  said 
United  States  of  America  or  either  of  them,  and  not  to  depart 
the  Limits'  of  the  Towti  of  Schenectady  without  Permission  irom 
one  of  the  Members  of  this  Board."' 

He  returned  accordingly  to  his  assigned  residence  whence  he 
writes  on  the  SS""  Sept.  following.  "  My  situation  is  ratiier 
disagreable,  being  deserted  by  almost  all  my  Congregation. 
There  remains  only  three  familieSjflie  others  having,  at  different 
times,  joined  the  Kings  Forces.  I  have  not-preached  within 
these  last  two  year^'^  The  winter  of  1778,  was  thus  passed  in 
Schenectady^  and  as  the  country  to  the  west  was  about  to  become 
the  tiieati'e  of  war,  M''  Stuatt  ventured  to  move  to  Albany  in  the 
early  part  of  the  summer  of  1779.  But  he  was  ordered  back 
on  the  24'''  June  to  his  old  quarters, " 

In  the  spring  of  1780,  the  Indians  again  made  their  appear- 
ance on  the  Mohawk  river,  infuriated  rather  than  humbled  by 
the  punishmeilt  which  Gen.  Sullivan  had  inflicted  on  them  in 
the  course  of  the  preceding  summer.  The  situation  of  affairs 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Schenectady  obliged  M""  Stuart  early  in 
June  once  more  to  abandon  his  house  and  take  sanctuary  in 
Albany.  So  imminent  was  the  danger  that  the  guns  of  the 
enemy  were  heard  for  several  hours  previous  to  his  retirement, 
and  he  adds,  "  we  could  see  several  houses  in  flames  &om  our 
windows."' 

During  this  sojolirh  he  experienced  much  civility  from  Genl 
Schuyler  and  obtained  permission  to  visit  Philadelphia.  Happen- 

1  Minutes  of  Commis.  for  Detecting  Coaapiraeies  (in  State  Lib, J  i,  69,  87, 8S, 

2  Eev.  Mr.  Stuart  to  Eev.  Mr.  (aftenvarila  Bishop)  Wliite.  28  Sept  1778. 
The  extracts  from  tliis  correspondence,  inserted  in  tliia  Memoir,  liave  been 
obligingly  futnished  by  Geo.  Oklll  Stuart,  Esq.,  of  Quebec,  grandson  of  tbe  Rev, 
Mr.  Stuait, 

3  Min.  of  Com.  of  Consp.  ii.  2S  June  1779.  i  Letter  of  12  June  1780. 


jOo»^Ic 


D.  511 

ing  to  pass  wliilst  iu  tliat  city  through  one  of  its  thoroughfares, 
his  progress  was  arrested  by  a  crowd  which  a  young  man  was 
hai'anguiijg,  at  the  moment,  on  the  course  of  public'  efents. 
Heaping  a  remark  from  a  bystander  flattering  to  tlie  personal 
appeai-auce  of  the  orator,  M''  Stuart  unguardedly  made  a  caustic 
though  humorous  remai'k  on  the  same  subject,  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  liis  Lodgings.  The  observation  circulating  through  the 
crowd,  ai'oused  considerable  iudigiiation-and  the  meeting  adjourn- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  inflicting  personal  chastisement  on  the 
person  who  ]iad  been  so  bold  as  to  utter  it.  M'  Stuai't  received 
timely  notice  from  a  friend  of  these  hostile  intentions,  but  nothing 
could  prevail  on  him  to  retreat  before  the  impending  danger. 
He  resolved  to  face  it,  not  fly  from  it.  Fortunately,  to  the  Rev, 
M"^  "Wiiite  and  others  interfered,  and  the  indignation  of  th^ 
people  was  appeased. ' 

Oil  his  return  to  the  North,  he  found  matters  in  nowise 
improved,  and  thereupon  made  up  his  mind  to  emigrate  to 
Canada.  He  communicated  his  resolution'  to  M'  White  in  tiiese 
words : — 

"  I  irtived  here  aafe  in  eight  days  from  the  tiine  I  parted  with  you,  and  found 
my  family  well,  and  after  beiiig  sufScaently  affrighted,  the  enemy  having  been 
witWn  twenty  miles  of  this  place,  had  within  one  mile  of  my  house  in  the  country 
without  doing  me  any  damage.  The  particulars  you  have  heard  I  suppose, — thej 
retreated  with  the  loss  of  ahout  80  taken,  &.  few  or  none  killed.  •"**  Consider 
f^  the  present  situation  of  eSMns  in  this  part  of  the  Province,  I  am  ftiUy  peisoa 
ded,  that  I  cannot  possibly  !ive  here  secare,  either  in  regard  to  oureelTes  or 
property  during  the  ensuing  season ; — tSiis  plaoe  is  likely  to  be  a  frontier,  Si  will 
probably  he  humt  if  the  enemy  can  elfeot  it.  I  have  lost  a  considerable  part  of 
my  stock  wMle  in  Philadelphia,  partly  by  public  and  partly  by  plivate  rohber^. 
For  these  and  other  weighty  reasons,  maturely  weighed,  I  have  resolved  ('WilB 
the  approbation  &  consent  of  Mrs.  Stuart)  to  emigrate  to  Canada;  and  have  made 
afrpUoation  for  aa  esohacge,  which  I  have  reason  to  beliove,  will  be  granted. "S 

In  conformity  with  this  view  he  made  the  following  application 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  spring  to  Governor  Clinton  : — 

"  Mat  it  plejlbe  lonK  ExoEtmNoi — 

Having  been  a  prisoner  on  Farole  to  the  CoAimissroners  of  Conspiracy  for  those 
two  Tears  past,  and  confined  to  the  Town  of  Schenectady,  not  being  allowed  to 
reside  on  my  Farm — my  Property  not  j^oteuted^-^Tliese,  With  other  BeaBons, 
induce  me  to  wish  for  Permission  to  remove  to  Canada  with  wyl'a'rtiiTy; — I  have 

1  Letterof  G.  O:  Stuart,  Esq.  2  Letter  of  V.ov.  13.  1780. 
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therefore  presumed  to  apply  to  yow  Excellency  for  Pei'missiou  to  bo  exchanged 
for  Some  Citizen  of  this  State  now  a  Pi-isoner  in  Canada,  and  tliat  I  may  ba 
allowed  to  go  under  the  Protection  of  the  iirat  public  Flagg. — I  will  do  myself 
tbe  Honor  to  wait  personally  upon  your  Excellency  at  any  Hour  that  may  be 
convenient. — An  Answer  from  youv  Eseelleiicy  ivill  mucli  oblige 
"  Tour  most  obedient 

"  &  very  humble  servt 
"  Albany  March  80ih  1781  John  Stuaht." 

The  pernjission  here  prayed  for  was  granted  on  the  same  day. ' 
Tlie  conditions  on  which  it  was  obtained  are  explained  by  M' 
Stuart  in  a  letter  to  M'  White,  dated,  Schenectady,  17*''  A.pril, 
1781,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

"  Being  coDsidered  as  a  prisoner  of  war  and  liaving  forfeited  my  real  eatatej  I 
hoTe  given  £iOO  security  to  return  in  exchange  for  myself  one  prisoner  out  of 
four  nominated  by  the  Governo?,  viz  one  Colonel,  two  Capt^uns,  and  one  Lieu- 
tenant, either  of  which  will  be  accepted  in  my  etead.  Or  if  neither  of  the 
prisoners  aforesaid  can  be  obtained  I  am  to  return  as  a  prisoner  of  war  to  Albany 
when  required.  My  personal  property  I  am  permitted  to  sell  or  carry  with  me 
aecoi'dinj;  to  my  own  convenience  j  and  am  to  proceed  under  the  protection  of  a 
public  flag  as  soon  as  it  will  be  safe  and  convenient  for  women  and  children  to 
travel  that  cotirse.  We  are  to  proceed  from  hence  to  Fort  Ann  in  waggons  and 
from  thence  in  Batteans.  Believe  me.  Dear  Sir,  I  have  had  occasion  to  exert  all 
my  resolution  befbre  I  could  venture  on  the  difficulties  that  presented  themselves 
33  the  proljable  concomitanta  of  this  journey  j  But  from  a  variety  of  circumstances, 
peculiar  to  my  personal  and  local  situation,  I  had  no  alternative;  therefore,  let 
the  event  bo  as  it  will,  I  shallnot  think  myself  accountable  for  consequences;  the 
more  especially  as  Mrs,  Stuart  is  perfectly  reconciled  to  the  expediency  and 
necessity  of  the  raeasnre.  'Tis  probable  that,  if  I  reach  Canada,  I  may  obtain  a 
chaplaincy  in  Sir  John  Johnson's  2d  Battalion  of  Royal  Yorkers  which  is  nearly 
complete,  and  on  the  establishment.  •  •  •  i  mean  to  leave  nothing  behind 
me  here  that  may  impose  any  necessity  upon  me  of  returning  to  this  place 
(provided,  auoh  a  thing  possihle)  when  the  war  is  at  an  end.  1  can  dispose  of 
(til  my  efffecta  either  for  cash  or  good  bills  on  Canada,  my  negroes  being  personal 
property  T  talie  with  me,  one  of  which  being  a  young  man  and  capable  of  hearing 
arms  I  have  given  iElOO  security,  to  send  back  a  white  prisoner  in  liis  stead. "a 

Before  proceeding  farther  ii'ith  this  narrative  it  is  necessary 
to  notice,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting,  some  errors  into  which 
the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  has  fallen  in  its  account 
of  the  circumstances  attendant  on  M'  Stuart's  emigration. 

1  For  these  Doc's,  see  N:  Y:  Col.  MSS.  Yol.  CH. 

9  Sims'  Hist,  of  Schoharie,  135,  says,  Mr.  Stuart  sold  one  of  these  negroes  In 
Montreal  for  $275  to  one  Conyn  who  brought  him  back  to  the  Mohawk  Valley. 
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"At  leiigtli  in  May  last  (it  sajs)  liis  litlli!  furiii_,  llioiigh  belonging  to  iliB 
Society,  became  forifeited  to  the  State,  and  wastaken  siivay  from  liim.  An  a  last 
resource,  he  then  proposed  to  open  u  Latin  School  for  the  support  of  hia  fauiily, 
but  he  was  not  permitted,  nor  to  follow  any  lucrative  oocvipatioa  wliatever. 
Upon  tliis  lie  applied,  and  with  much  difficulty  ohtained  leave  to  remove  into' 
Ciujada,  on  giving  a  bond  of  four  huridred  pounds  with  aficurity,  either  to  send  a 
Rebel  Colonel  in  exchange,  or  to  return  to  Albany,  and  surrender  himself  a 
prisoner  whenever  required." ' 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  the  "  little  farm  belonging  to  the 
Society" — or  in  other  words,  the  Glebe  at  Fort  Hunter — never 
became  forfeited.  There  is  no  instance  of  the  State  having  con- 
fiscated church  lands,  because  the  occupants— who  H'ere  mere 
Trustees — happened  to  be  its  enemies.  All  the  clergy  of  Trinity 
church,  New  York,  adhered  to  the  crown,  and  even  one  of  them 
was  attainted.  Yet  Trinity  church  still  holds  its  vast  property. 
The  chapel  iarm  at  Fort  Hunter  was  disposed  of  only  some 
yeare  ago,  and  part  of  tlie  proceeds,  nearly  fifteeu  hundred  dol- 
lars were  laid  out  in  erecting  the  Episcopal  church  at  Port  Jack- 
son in  the  sanae  town  ;  and  the  residue,  an  equal  sujn,  invested 
in  the  Episcopal  church  at  Johnstown.^ 

In  the  second  place,  there  is  no  evidence,  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  investigate,  of  M''  Stuart  having  applied  to  the 
Commissioners  for  permission  to  open  school.  A' careful  exami- 
nation of  their  minutes  does  not  shew  any  such  application. 
Indeed  under  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  a  Latio  school  could  have  been  supported  at  Schenec- 
tady. But  his  application  is  represented  as  having  been  subse- 
quent to  the  confiscation  of  the  glebe,  and  tliis  is  stated  to  have 
taken  place  in  May,  1731.  "Asa  last  resource  he  Mm  proposed 
to  open  a  Latin  School."  Now,  he  applied  for,  and  obtained 
leave  to  emigrate  in  March,  17S1 — and  we  have  seen  that  he 
had  determined  to  emigrate  in  Nov.  I7S0.  How  then  can  it  be 
stilted  that  he  intended  to  open  a  scliooi  after  he  had  not  only 
resolved  to  leave  the  country,  but  actually  had  in  his  possession 
Gov.  Clinton's  permission  to  depart  1 

The  Society  finally  represents  that  this  permission  was  obtain- 
ed with  much  difficulty  only  on  giving  a  bond  to  send  "  a  rebel 
colonel"  in  excliange.     Now,  tlie  exchange  was  not  confined  to 

1  Abstv.ict  for  1783,  pp.  15,  46.  2  Sims'  Hist,  of  Schoharie  county,  135 
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an  officer  of  this  grade.  M-  Stuart,  liimself,  admits  tliat  he  had 
the  choice  of  four  officers,  from  a  Colonel  to  a  Lieutenant  inclu- 
sive. Truly,  we  cannot  well  see  Iiow  Gov.  Clinton  could  liave 
gone  lower  in  the  scale  of.exchanges  consistency  with  the  respect 
due  to  the  rank  of  a  Minister  of  Religion. 

M''  Stnart  set  out  with  his  family,  then  consistijig  of  hia  wife 
and  tliree  small  childrenj  on  his  long  and  tedious  voyage,  on  tlie 
ig'h  September  1781  and  arrived  at  St  Joluis  on'  the  9"'  of  the 
following  month — thus  accomplishing  in  three  weeks  a  journey 
which  is  now  performed  in  twelve  or  fifteen  liours.  As  there 
was  no  opening  for  him  to  exercise  tlie  duties  of  his  profession  at 
Montrea],  he  took  charge  of  a  public  seliool  which,  witli  his 
cohiniission  as  chaplain  to  tlie  Royal  Yorkers,  gave  him  both 
employment  and  support.  In  a  letter  to  D'  White  dated 
Montreal  October  14'''  1783,  he  gives  his  prospects  in,  and 
impressions  of,  his  new  home  : — 

"  I  liave  no  reason  liitherto  to  dislike  my  change  of  cl[mate,l)Tit  as  a  reduction 
must  talte  place  aoon,  my  emoluments  will  be  much  diminislied,  neither  have  I 
any  flattering  prospect  of  an  eligible  situation  in  the  ivay  of  iny  profes^on  as 
there  are  (as  yet)  only  three  pvotestant  parishes  in  this  Province,  the  pastors  of 
wMch  are  Frenchmen,  and  as  litely  to  live  aa  I  am.  We  promise  onrseh-es  a 
change  of  the  present  form  of  government  but  that  is  a  contingency  and  may  ha 
Airther  distant  tlian  onr  expectation  •'.  This  season  lias  been  nnoommonly  rainy 
and  we  have  had  frost  in  July  and  could  sjt  very  comfortalily  at  o  good  Arc  early 
in  August  or  even  some  times  in  June,  This  you  will  think  pretty  cold ; — But  as 
people  of  our  description  are  supposed  to  liave  some  warm  particles  in  our  com- 
position  we  mnst  let  the  heat  and  the  cold  combat  and.  balance  each  other.  How- 
ever the  climate  and  the  soil  are  extremely  fertile  affording  the  necessaries  of  life 
in  great  abundance." 

M'  Stuart  now  set  about  establishing  himself  permanently  in 
Canada.  He  selected  the  antient  Settlement  of  Calaraqul 
distant  60  leagues  from  Montrea],  whither  many  of  the  refugees 
had  ah'eady  preceded  him,  and  wliicli  possessed  a  garrison  tiie 
chflphiincy  of  which  lie  expected  with  a  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  "  I  can  preserve  the  Indian  Mission  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood (he  continues)  which  with  other  advantages  will  afford 
a  comfortable  subsistance— altho' I  wish  it  laid  in  Maryland."' 

The  position  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  cliurch  in  tliese 
States,  unconnected  with  England   and    without  any  resident 
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Bisliop  by  whom  Holy  orders  could  be  conferred,  and  the  siicceg- 
sion  of  tlie  clergy  kept  up,  had  now  for  some  time  engaged  the 
atteiitkin  of  the  leading  members  of  that  denomination.  To 
obviate  tlie  difliculty  under  ivhich  they  labored,  the  Revi  M' 
White  came  out  with  a  pamphlet  entitled,  "  The  Case  of  the 
Episcopal  Churches  considered,"  in  which  he  proposed  among 
other  things,  a  temporary  organization  conferring  on  a  Conven- 
tion composed  of  representatives,  to  be  elected  from  the  Vestry 
or  congregation  of  the  several  churches  within  a  given  district, 
the  power  to  choose  a  permanent  president,  with  other  clergyi 
men  to  be  appointed  fcy  tlie  body  who  might  confer  Holy  orders 
and  enforce,  discipline  in  the  church. '  A  copy  of  this  pamphlet 
was  sent  by  the  author  to  M'  Stuart,  wlio  admitted  that  it  opened 
a  new  field  of  thought,  and  added — "  Notwithstanding  I  am  still 
clogged  with  all  my  old  prejudices  in  regard  to  the  Divine  right 
and  uninterrupted  succession  of  Episcopacy  ;  yet  I  must  confess 
that  you  have  said  more  and  with  greater  plausibility  than  the  sub- 
ject, at  first  viewseemed  to  promise.  I  admireand  reverence  that 
spirit  of,  moderation  and  candour  that  breathes  through  the 
whole  performance,  and  at  the  same  time  lament  the  period  [is] 
so  unfortunate  as  to  require  the  exertion  of  such  talents  in  such 
a  cause.  I  hope  the  present  complexion  of  the  times  will  free 
you  from  having  recourse  to  such  an  expedient  which  I  am  con- 
fident nothing  but  necessity  can  have  forced  you  to  adopt.'" 

The  subsequent  acknowledgment,  by  England,  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  this  country  liaving' obviated  all  existing  difficul- 
ties in  the  case,  Mr,  Stuart's  friends  entertained  the  hope  of 
winning  him  back  to  labor  among  them,  and  Dr.  Griffith,  bishop 
elect  of  Virginia,  invited  him  to  settle  in  Iiis  diocese.  But 
notwithstanding  the  dulcedo  natalis  solts,  Mr.  S.  declined  the 
proposal.     Writing  in  1785,  he  says : — 

"  I  must  alloiv  that  if  yon  adhere  to  your  Bill  of  Rights,  and  establish  church 
govefiimont  on  the  plan,  and  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  outlinea-  you  have 
drawn,  it  will  certainly  deserve  the  name  'of  a  Reformation.     '    '    *    '     *    I 

1  Letter  to  Bishop  White,  1  Feb.  1T84. 

2  Wilson's  Life  of  Bp.  White;  also  White's  Memoirs  of  the  P.  E.  Church 
furnish  full  informalion  relative  to  this  pamphlet. 

3  Letter  of  17  March,  1784, 
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must  Iioro  acknowledge  the  sense  I  liave  of  Mr.  Grifllth's  friendly  rcmembrcnco 
of  me,  altlio' I  despair  of  being  able  to  accept  of  Ills  kiod  proposal.  Tlie  lime 
has  been  when  tiie  chance  of  obtaining  a  settlement  in  that  part  of  Virginia 
wou'd  have  grfttillGil  my  utmost  ambltioa.  But,  at  ray  time  of  life,  and  with 
sHcli  riveted  prejudices  in  favor  of  a  government  totally  diffeient  from  that  of  the 
United  States,  I  am  resolved  not  to  look  back,  having  once  pat  my  hand  to  the 

Though  Mr.  Stuait  did  visit  Philadelphia  again  iu  1786  or  7, 
he  never  seems  to  have  repented  liis  removal  to  Canada.  Yet 
the  isolation  in  which  he  tbund  himself  would  sometimes  natu- 
rally call  up  memories  that  could  not  fail  to  be  painful. 

"  I  can  scarcely  refrain  from  dropping  a  tear  to  the  memory  of  my  old  frienda 
who  are  almost  univeraally  gone  into  bani&lmient  and  may  be  considered  as  dead 
to  their  conntry  and  tlieir  friends  !  I  am  the  only  rcfiigee  clergyman  in  this  Pro- 
tince.  Beardsley,  the  Sayres,  and,  I  l>elieve,  Dr.  Seabury  are  in  Nova  Scotia  but 
I  have  as  yet  no  correspondence  with  tbem,  the  distance  not  being  less  than  400 

As  a  relief  from  such  thoughts  as  these  he  turned  to  the 
active  duties  of  his  calling.  "  I  shall  not,  (said  he)  regret  the 
disappointment  and  chagrin  I  have  hitherto  met  witlij  if  it 
pleases  God  to  make  me  tJie  instrument  of  spreading  the  know- 
ledge of  his  Gospel  amongst  the  heathen  and  reclaiming  only 
one  lost  sheep  of  the  House  of  Israel." 

In  this  spirit  he  set  out  on  the  2'1'Juue  1784  to  visit  the  new 
settlements  on  the  S'  Lawrence,  Lake  Ontario  and  Niagara  falls 
where  he  arrived  on  the  IS""  of  the  same  month.  Already  3,500 
loyalists  had  left  Montreal  tliat  season  for  Upper  Canada.  He 
found  tlie  lands  in  general,  good  ;  a  range  of  settlements  liad 
been  formed'  from  the  Canadian  boundaries  to  Oswegatchy. 
His  reception  by  the  Mohawks,  who  were  settled  about  ninety 
miles  from  the  falls,  was  very  affectionate.  Even  the  windows 
of  the  church  in  which  he  officiated  were  crowded  witb  those 
who  were  anxious  to  behold  again  their  old  pastor  from  whom 
they  had  been  so  long  separated.  He  officiated  also  at  Cadara- 
qui  where  he  found  a  garrison  of  three  companies,  about  thirty- 
good  houses  and  some  1500  souls  who  intended  to  settle  higher 
up  the  lake.     He  next  proceeded  to  the  bay  of  Kente,  wliere 

1  Letter  of  17th  June,  1785. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


REV.   JOHN 

some  more  Mohawks  had  settled,  who  were  busy  building  houses 
and  laying  the  foundations  of  their  new  village  "  named  Tjon- 
deroga."' 

Though  M'  Stuart  had  now  received  from  the  Society,  whose 
missionary  he  continued  to  be,  discretionary  power  to  settle  in 
any  part  of  Canada,  he  remained  another  year  in  Montreal,  as 
assistant  to  the  Kev.  M'  Delisle,  episcopal  clergyman  of  that 
town.  He  finally  removed  in  August  1785,  His  share  of  the 
public  land  was  situate  partly  at  Cataraqui  and  partly  at  a  place 
■wliich,  in  memory  of  the  dear  old  village  on  the  Mohawk  river, 
was  called  JVew  Johnstown.  In  a  letter  written  soon  after 
he  thus  describes  his  new  home  ; — 

"  I  have  200  acres  withta  half  a  ifiie  of  the  garrison,  a  beautiful  Bitaation  and 
tolerable  goodlaoa.  The  town  increases  fast;  There  are  already  above  50  houses 
built  iu  it  k  some  of  them,  very  elegant;  it  is  now  the  Port  of  transport,  from, 
Canada  t«  Niagara,  having  a  good  harbor  to  contain  vessels  of  large  burden — wfl 
lave  now  just  at  the  door  a  ship  a  scow  and  a  sloop  herfdes  a  number  of  soiall 
craft.  And,  if  the  communication  lately  discovered  from  this  place,  by  water,  to 
Lake  Huron  k  Michihnackitiac,  proves  as  safe  and  short,  as  wo  are  taught  to  he- 
Jieve,  thia  will  shortly  be  a  place  of  considerable  trade  St  conseqnently  an  eligible 
rituation.  I  have  been  fortunate  in  my  locations  of  land,  having  1400  acres 
•t  different  places,  in  good  sitaations,  b,  of  an  excellent  quality,  three  famui 
of  which  I  am  improving  and  have  sowed  this  fall  thirty  bushels  in  them.  The 
Shore  is  occnpied  by  loyalists  forty  miles  above  this  town  and  tho  lands  approptl. 
ated  forty  mites  higher  up.  The  namber  of  souls  to  the  westward  of  ns  is  more 
than  5000  and  we  gain  daily  new  recruits  from  the  States.— we  are  poor,  happy 
people,  mdnstrious  beyond  example.  Oar  gracious  King  gives  ua  land  gratis  and 
furnishes  provision  and  clothing,  farming  utensils  fcc, until  next  September;  after 
which,  the  generality  of  people  will  be  able  to  live  without  his  bounty.  So  much 
for  our  new  settlements.  The  gi'eatest  inconvenience  I  tfeel  here  is  there  being 
no  school  for  my  boys,  but  we  are  now  applying  to  the  Lagislature  tbr  assistance 
to  erect  an  Academy  &  have  great  reason  to  expect  success ;  if  I  succeed  in  this 
I  shall  die  here  contented."  In  the  concluding  part  of  this  letter  he  adds,  "not- 
withstanding all  my  philosophy  and  Christian  resignation  to  my  tiite  I  must  ex- 
press that  even  writing  to  a  friend  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  recalls  ideas  to 
my  mind  not  the  most  pleasing.  But  I  must  banish  them  and  make  a  virtue  of 
necessity.  Perhaps  I  could  not  live  so  happily,  even  in  Philadelphia  as  at  Cata- 
raqui.    I'll  endeavor  to  persuade  myself  to  it."3 

In  May,  1786,  he  opened  an  academy  at  Kingston,  and  in  the 
Bunimer  of  17S8,  he  went  round  his  "  parish"  which  was,  then, 

1  Abstract  of  1785 ;  Letters  of  Aug.  8,  1781  and  June  27, 1735. 
2Letterof  Kov.2,  1785. 
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above  200  miles  bag.    He  thus  desciibcs  his  voyage  on  this 
occasion,  and  some  other  incidents  : — 

"  I  embarked  In  a  Battoe  with  ax  itidians  commanded  bj  Capt.  Brant  and 
Qoaated  along  the  north  side  of  Lake  Ontario  about  200  miles;  and  from  theHeiul 
ot  the  Lake  we  went  25  miles,  by  land,  to  [New  Oswego]  the  Mohawk  village  in 
tii'e  Grand  river  which  empties  into  Lake  Ei'ie.  Thrae  people  were  my  former 
charge,  Stthe  Society  stiil  stiles  me  tlieir  Missionary.  I  fonnd  them  convenient. 
ly  situated  on  a  beaatiful  riyer,  where  the  soil  is  eqaal  in  fertility  to  any  I  ever 
<»w, — Their  village  contains  about  700. soul^  and  coneists  of  agreat  number  or 
good  houses  with  an  elegant  church  in  the  centre  it  has  a  handsome  steeple  it 
Bellj  and  is  well  finished  within.  You  will  ba  surprized,  when  I  tell  you,  they 
have  a  complete  servico  of  chuicb  plate,  crimson  furniture  for  the  pnlpit  fcc 
with  the  creed,  commandments,  Society's  &  King's  coat  of  arms,  all  very  large 
b  elegant,  and  that  the  Psalmody  was  accompanied  by  an  organ.  This  place  is 
SO  miles  from  Niagara  and  was  uninhabitecPfour  years  ago.  I  returned  by  the 
route  of  Niagara  and  visited  that  settlement  (they  have  as  yet  no  clergyman) 
and  preached  to  a  very  large  audience.  The  increase  of  population  tliere  is 
Immense.  And  indeed,  I  was  so  pleased  with  that  country,  where  I  found  many 
of  my  old  parishioners,  that  I  was  strongly  tempted  1o  remove  my  family  to  it. 
You  may  suppose  it  cost  me  a  struggle  to  refuse  the  unanimous  &  pressing  invi- 
tations of  a  large  settlement,  with  the  additional  argument  of  a  subscription  In 
Other  emoluments  amounting  to  near  £300  York  currency  per  annum  more  than 
I  have  here.  But,  on  mature  reflection,  I  have  determined  to  remain  here. 
Ton  will  suppose  rao  to  be  very  rich  or  very  disinterested :  But  I  assure  yoa 
neither  is  the  case.  I  have  a  comfottalile  house  &  good  farm  here,  and  an  escel- 
lent  school  for  my  children  in  a  very  healthy  climate,  and  all  these  I  could  not 
have  expected  had  I  removed  to  Kiagara.  But  that  you  may  be  convinced  that 
I  am  determined  not  to  die  rich,  I  have  also  declined  an  honorable  &  lucrative 
tppointment.  Our  Dew  settlementa  have  been  lately  divided  Into  four  districts 
(of  which,  this  place  is  the  capital  of  one,  called  Kew  Mecklenburg)  and  courts 
of  Justice  are  immediately  to  he  opened,  T  had  a  commission  sent  me  as  first 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  But,  for  reasons  which  will  readily  occur 
to  jou,  I  returned  it  to  Lord  Dorchester  who  left  lliis  place  a  few  days  ago. 
TheiinentioB  of  theae  circumstances  yon,  perhaps,  will  call  vanity.  But  as  any 
•necdiitea  concerning  you  won'd  give  me  much  pleasure  to  hear;  ao  J  flatter 
myself  that  my  ft'ienda  will  be  glad  to  find  that  even  this  wilderness  has  its 
Politics,  its  competitions,  which,  altho'  on  a  small  scale,  sorYe  to  awaken  emula- 
Uon  &  prevent  life  from  stagnating." 

In  1789  he  was  appointed  Bishop's  Commissary  for  the  settle- 
ments from  Point  au  Eaudette  to  the  Wesieni  limits  of  the 
province — being  the  district  now  constituting  Canada  West. 
Though  this  appointment  added  notliing  to  liis  emoluments,  it 
increased  considerably  his  duties,  for  tlie  setllements  were 
seuttered  and  his  flock  dispersed  hundreds  of  miles  apai't.    At 
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Cne  meeting  of  tlie  first  Session  of  the  Colonial  Legislature  in  1793, 
lie  was  named  "  Chaplain  to  the  Upper  House  of  Assembly."  • 
an  appointment  wliicli  required  for  the  time  liis  presence  at 
Niagara  wliere  the  legislature  was  sitting.  He  occasionally 
visited,  and  ofiiciated  for  the  Mohawii  villages  at  the  bay  of 
Kente  where  still  were  preserved  the  Communion  plate  and 
furniture  given  by  Queen  Anne  to  the  Moliawk  Chapel  at  Tort 
Hunter.  But  "  notwitlistanding  the  laudable  exertions  of  tlie 
SocietVj  and  the  partial  indulgence  of  tlie- British  Government  to 
this  tribe,  no  flattering  accounts  can  be  given  either  of  their 
religious  improvements  or  approacli  to  perfect  Civilization," 
They  were  found  to  he  "  decreasing  fust,  owing  to  their  indolence 
and  great  attaciiment  to  spirituous  liquors."  ^ 

In  the  year  1799,  tlie  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred 
on  M''  Stuart  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  This  favour 
proceeding  from  his  Jllma  Moter  and  Native  Country  was  doubly 
valuable  and  lionorable  in  his  estimation,  and  he  entertained  a 
liigh  sense  of  the  eoraphment.^  About  the  same  time  he  received 
tlie  appointment  of  Chaplain  to  tlie  garrison  of  Kingston.  He 
liad  secured  about  4000  acres  of  valuable  land  to  which  he 
occasionally  made  additions,  his  circumstances  more  than  equiilled 
ills  most  sanguine  espectationSj  and  lie  felt  tliat,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  healtli  with  such  prosperity,  his  situation  was  as  liappy 
as  it  possibly  could  be,  "How  mysterious,"  he  exclaimed,  "are 
the  ways  of  Providence!  How  short  sighted  are  we!  Some 
years  ago  I  tiiought  it  a  great  hardship  to  be  banislied  into  this 
wilderness  and  would  liave  imagined  myself  compleatly  happy 
could  I  have  exclianged  it  for  a  place  in  the  delightful  city  of 
Pliiladelphia.  Now  tlie  best  wisli  we  can  form  for  our  dearest 
friends  is  to  have  them  removed  to  us."' 

The  reiiiiiinder  of  X)'  Stuart's  life  seems  to  have  passed  in  the* 
routine  of  his  duties,  interrupted,  however,  by  attaclis  of  illness 
to  which  his  increase  of  years  and  the  fatigue  attendant  on  a 
mission  in  so  new  a  country  could  not  fail  to  subject  liim.    He 

1  Abstractor  1703,  p.  67. 

2  Abstract  for  1796,  53,  54;  1798,  iZ;  1795,  53. 
8  Letter  of  21  Ocf.,  1700. 

4  Letter  of  215  Nov.,  1798. 
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ilepai-ted  tliis  life  on  the  IS'h  Aug.  1811  in  the  sei'enty-firstyear 
of  liis  age  and  was  buried  in  Kingston,  wliere  he  lives  (says 
one  of  hia-cotemporaries)  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends. 

In  personal  appeai-aiice.  D'  Stuart  resembled  the  other  mem- 
bers of  his  'family;  he  was  about  six.  Ject  four  inches  in  height, 
and  from  this  circumstance  was  known  among  his  New-Tork 
friends  as  "the  Utile  gentleman."  His  manners  were  gentle 
and  conciliatory,  and  his  character  such  as  led  him  rather  to  win 
men  by  kindness  and  persuasion,  than  to  awe  and  alarm  them 
by  the  terrors  of  authority.  His  sei'mons,  composed  in  plain 
and  nervous  language,  were  recommended  by  the  affectionate 
manner  of  his  delivery,  and  uot  unfre(iuently  found  a  way  to 
the  consciences  of  those  who  had  long  been  insensible  to  any 
real  religious  convictions. '  The  honorable  title  of  "Father  of 
the  Upper  Canada  Church"  has  been  fitly  bestowed  on  liim;  and 
he  deserved  the  name  not  more  by  liis  age  and  the  length  of  his 
services  than  by  the  kind  and  paternal  advice  and  encourage- 
ment which  he  was  ever  ready  to  give  tliose  younger  than  he 
on  their  first  entrance  on  the  mission. 

By  his  wife,  Jane  Okill  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  born  in 
1753,  he  had  five  sons  and  tliree  daughters.  George  Okill 
Stuart,  the  oldest,  graduated  at  Cambridge,  Mass.;  entered  holy 
orders,  and  was  appointed  Missionary  at  York,  now  Toronto,  in 
1802,  wJience  he  removed,  on  lus  father's  death,  to  Kingston,  of 
whicli  place  he  is  at  present  Archdeacon.  His  second  son,  John, 
embai'ked  in  trade  but  afterwards  was  appointed  Sheriff  of  tlie 
Johnstown  District,  U.  C.  James,  his  tliird '  son,  studied  law 
under  Jonathan  Se\\'ell  Attorney  General  of  Lower  Canada,  and 
is  now  Chief  Justice  of  that  Province.  Charles  the  fourth  son, 
was  Sheriff  of  tlie  Midland  District,  and  Andrew  Stuart,  the 
youngest  of  these  boys,  was  an  eminent  lawyer  in  Quebec, 
wiiich  city  he  repi'esented  many  years  in  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
ture. He  died  Solicitor  General  of  Lower  Canada  D'  Stuart's 
eldest  daughter  was  Jane;  Mary,  the  second  daughter,  married 
the  late  Honi*'*  Charles  Jones  of  Erockville;  and  Ann,  his  third 
daughter  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Patrick  Smith,  Esq.,  of 
Kingston. 

I  London  Colonial  Cliureli  Ciironiolo  Ko.  2.  p,  6i 
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FORT   STANWIX. 

CAPT.  GKEEn's  observations    ON  A  PLAN    OF  A  FOH.T  ORDERED  TO  EK 
BUILT  AT  THE  OlS'EIDA   CAHRVING   PLACE. 

Being  ordered  by  Brigadier  Gfeneral  Stanwis  to  give  iny  opin- 
ion in  Writting  of  a  Plan  ordered  for  a  Fort  at  the  Oneida  Carrying 
Place,  paying  a  Comparative  attention  to  a  letter  from  His 
Excellency  General  Abercrombo  Dated  from  the  Camp  at  Lake 
George  JuJy  16  17S8. 

"heads  of  THE  ORDERED  PLAN. 

"A  good  Post  to  be  made  at  the  Oneida  Carrying  Place  capa- 
ble of  Lodging  200  men  in  the  Winter  and  for  3  or  400  men  in 
the  Summer  for  its  Defence,  with  Loggs — A  Parrapet  of  such  a 
thickness  as  the  Engineer  shall  tliink  necessary  according  to  the 
scituation. 

"A  Ditch  to  be  made  to  serve  to  thicken  the  Parrapet — Bar- 
racks to  be  made  nnderneath  the  Eamp&rt,  with  Flues  of  the 
Chimneys  to  come  through  tlie  Top. 

"The  Square  will  be  Cheapest  Form  to  be  made  use  of  for 
this  Work. 

"Tlie  Bastions  in  Like  manner  can  be  made  Use  of  for  Store- 
houses or  Magazines. 

"Li  the  Square  may  be  made  Lodging  ISir  Officers,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Quadrangle  cleai- — The  whole  to  be  Logged, 

"And  opposite  the  Officers  Barrack  may  be  made  a  Store 
house  for  the  Deposite  of  Indian  Goods." 

By  a  good  Post — I  understand  to  be  meant,  such  a  one,  as  will 
contain  witli  case,  the  said  number  of  Men,  To  be  executed  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  protect  them  from  a  Coup  de  main  and  to 
be  of  such  a.  Size,  as  will  adniitt  of  a  proper  Defence  by  such  a 
Garrison — y«  E.vterior  Side  of  which  Square,  cannot  possibly  be 
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less  (if  so  little)  than  300  f  wc''  .procures  but  a  reny  small 
Defence  from  its  flank,  &  will  malie  au  Exterior  Circuit  of 
Logging  of  nearly  1420  ft  by  at  the  very  least  14  ft  high, 
according  as  the  Scituation  maybe,  &  in  order  to  admitt  of 
Barracks  under  the  Rampart,  to  which  the  Retaining  &  Bracing 
Logg  Works,  as  well  as  the  Logg  work  fronting  the  Interior 
Area,  must  in  course  be  considered,  as  Likewise  tlie  Logg  Work 
to  cover  the  Bai-racks,  Store  houses  k  Magazines  that  are  pro- 
posed to  be  made  under  the  Eampai't  of  the  Curtins  and  Bastions, 
by  iv=h  it  will  appear,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  Rampart 
round  this  Post,  must  be  formed  &  Supported  with  Loggwork. 

As  I  am  ignorant  of  the  Scituation  conceive  that  any  form  of 
a  Work,  that  does  not  take  up  more  in  its  Exterior  &  Interior 
Circuit,  Attention,  being  made  to  an  equal  Flank  Defence  must 
be  as  cheap  and  as  good  as  a  Square,  as  it  might  not  be  in  my 
power  strictly  to  adhere  to  that  Figure — As  to  the  thickness  of 
the  Parapet,  being  informed  Cannon  ciin  be  brought  there  by  the 
Enemy  it  cannot  be  less  than  12  ft.  if  so  little,  18  ft.  being  the 
standard  in  such  Cases. 

Tlie  Rampart  for  the  Maneuver  of  Cannon,  and  likewise  to 
admitt  of  a  Reasonable  Breadth  for  the  Bai'racks  underneath 
cannot  be  less  than  20  ft. 

The  Breadth  &  Dept  of  the  Ditch  must  be  considered  in  "Pro- 
portion for  the  Eartli  wanted  to  form  the  said  Parrapet,  and  to 
cover  the  Loggwork  of  the  Proposed  Barracks  Magazines  & 
Storehouses  to  be  made  under  the  Rampart. 

His  Excellency  General  Abercrombie  is  pleased  to  Observe  in 
His- Letter  of  the  16  of  July  to  the  following  Purpot—tliat  He 
does  not  find  himself  vested  with  y«  Power  of  Building  Forts, 
and  that  His  Excellency  does  not  think  that  it  would  be  right 
for  Him  to  Undertake  the  Building  of  those  He  proposed  &.c. 
&o. 

I  humbly  conceive  that  thP  Plan  Ordered  for  the  Post  at  Oneida 
Carrying  Place  is  in  all  Respects  and  Circumstances  to  he  consi- 
dered as  a  Fort,  as  it  partakes  not  only  of  the  Figure,  and  the 
respective  parts  of  a  Fort,  but  even  of  the  Parmanent  Intentions 
of  a  Fortress,  as  must  clearly  appear  by  considering  all  the  Par- 
ticulars Ordered  in  that  Plan,  the  Materials  of  which  it  is  Ordered 
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To  be  Built  with  being  only  peculiar  to  tlie  Country  and  Scitua- 
tion,  and  can  no  ways  affect  tlie  Intention  of  that  Work,  and  as 
to'  its  capacity  in  point  of  Size,  and  the  proper  Strength  requisite 
in  the  Execution,  when  considered,  it  is  Ordered  To  be  made,  a 
good  Post  for  200  Men  to  400  men  I  should  think  it  my  Duty  to 
execute  it  with  Propriety,  Care,  and  Attention,  in  order  that  it 
might  answer  the  end  proposed — That  of  Covering  that  part  of 
tlie  Country. 

How  far  this  can  be  executed  (allowing  it  only  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  Post  instead  of  it's  absolutely  partaking  of  all  the 
Qualitys  &  Intentions  of  a  Port)  to  answer  the  end  proposed,  of 
having  it  iinished  agaiiist  the  Winter  must  appear  by  Consider- 
ing 

First  It  will  be  near  tiie  end  of  this  month  before  'twill  be 
begun  upon 

2'"t  How  soon  the  Winter  setts  in  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

B^^y  Tiie  great  Quantity  of  Carpenters  Work  to  be  executed 
in  Logging  and  Braceing  at  least  1420  Ft:  Exterior  Circuit  by 
14  feet  high,  besides  the  Retaining  Logg  Work,  and  the  Front 
Loggwork  towards  the  Interior  Area,  togather  with  covering  the 
Barracks,  Storehouses  and  Magazines  with  Loggs  under  the 
Eampart,  all  this  being  composed  of  Heavy  Workmanship,  besides 
the  Lodgmg  for  the  officers,  and  Storehouse  for  Indian  Goods 

4(hiy  xiie  Consequences  that  may  attend  this  Post  being 
attacked  If  only  half  or  two-thirds  compleated 

And  lastly,  The  Practibility  of  ^jexecuting  this  post  before 
the  Winter  sets  in,  Must  still  further  be  judged,  not  only  by  tlie 
number  of  arlificers  that  would  be  Requisite  to  Compleat  it  in 
due  time,  but  by  considering  it  is  cue  of  tlie  Reasons  inter  alia 
His  Excellency  General  Abercrombie  Himself  Gives  for  laying 
aside  tlie  Scheme  of  Building  a  Fort  there — By  observing  as  fol- 
lows "  Besides  when  I  recollect  how  far  the  Season  is  advanced 
and  tliat  is  not  likely,  tliat  by  beginning  a  Fort*  now  it  would 
be  flnislied  against  the  Winter  &  consiqnently  not  of  the  Use 
proposed." 

■  I  beg  it  may  be  rerocmbered  that  I  havo  concluded  tbe  Post  Ordered  is  to  be 
fcPort. 
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N.  B;  The  Exterior  Chcuite  of  Fort  Edward  is  nearly  1569 
Ft:  And  as  I  am  informed  took  nearly  Two  Seasons  to  Luild  it. 
And  the  Exterior  Circuite  of  the  Fort  praposed  will  be  nearly 
1420  Ft. 


GENL.  ABERCKOMBIE  TO  GEN  STANWIX. 

Having  been  told  that  you  had  been  obliged  to  incanip  your 
Troops  at  Schenectady,  thro'  Reason  of  the  Present  shallowness 
of  the  Mubawk  River,  where  it  is  said  you  cannot  even  yet  get 
up  light  Batteaus  w"!"  will  have  prevented  your  forwarding  the 
"ools  and  materials  necessary  for  Building  at  the  Oneida  Carry- 
ng  Place  the  Post  or  Fort  I  directed  by  my  letters  of  the  1 6  and 
SS"!  Ins',  should  be  forthwith  built  there. 

And  having  since  been  advised,  instead  of  that  Post  or  Fort, 
to  build  one  more  extensive,  pursuant  to  a  Plan  laid  before  me, 
I  have  accordingly  sent  that  plan  to  L'  Williams  now  at  Albany 
with  directions  if  his  health  should  Permit  him  to  undertake  the 
same,  immediately  to  join  j'ou  and  set  about  it ;  my  Reason  for 
sending  L^  Williams  is  tliat  he  is  acquainted  w^  that  part  of  the 
Conntry,  and  accustomed  to  the  method  of  Working  in  it; 
besides  from  Capt.  Green's  Bad  state  of  health,  and  the  Difficultys 
he  started  to  the  former  Plan,  ii'f'>  was  not  near  so  extensive  as  it 
is  morally  certain  he  would  not  execute  it  within  proper  time 
which  as  I  observe  before  would  be  doing  notiiing  at  all ; 
Wherefore,  upon  L'  Williams  arrival,  you  will  allow  Capt  Green 
toretnra  to  Albany,  for  the  sake  of  his  health,  from  whence  be 
may  forward  every  thing  that  may  be  wanted  eitlier  your  way 
or  up  the  Hudsons  River  and  as  L'  Sowers  is  Williams's  senior, 
he  may  take  a  Trip  w'  L'  Coll"  Bradstreet,  as  from  his  liiioivledge 
of  the  country  beyond  tlie  Carrys  Place,  he  may  be  of  service, 
and  after  tliat  enterprize  terminates,  you  can  employ  ITim  in 
putting  in  Itepair  the  little  f  irts  Below,  for  the  Reception  of 
the  troops  in  Winter;  this  is  done  to  prevent  any  Interfering  in 
Command  I  am 

Camp  at  Lake  George  July  27^''  1753. 
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COLLO.  MONTRESORE'S  ANSWER  TO  CAPT.  GKEEN'S 
OBSEKVATIOKS. 

The  orders  for  building  a  Post  or  Fort  at  Oneida  Carrying 
Place  were  so  plain  that  they  did  not  seem  to  wantany Explana- 
tions, except  in  the  Scituation,  w^  not  being  exactly  known  the 
figure  of  Course  is  subjected  by  it,  and  tho'  called  a  square,  has 
often  its  four  sides  unequall,  and  as  part  may  be  unattakable  by 
a  swamp,  morass  &ca.  that  side  has  a  Parapet  and  Rampart  less 
strong  tlian  the  otliers  and  without  a  Ditch,  aU  those  alterations 
and  clianges  are  lel't  to  the  Engineer. 

As  to  its  Execution ;  Amongst  the  number  of  Troops  on  the 
Mahawk  River,  there  are  no  doubt  carpenters  more  than  sufid- 
cieat,  who  understand  that  business. 

2^  Tlie  winter  sets  in  there  as  in  the  oy  parts  of  the  Province 
of  New  York,  and  not  sooner;  and  as  to  tlie  Practability  of 
executing  this  post  or  Fort  before  the  winter  Maj"^  Eyres  begun 
fort  W<"  Henry  in  Sep'  and  it  was  finished  by  the  end  of  Nov 
followe  being  an  Irregnlar  squai-e  of  about  300ft  each  side  with 
Provincials  alone  and  that  without  any  Expence. 

A.  Fort  Craven  burnt  by  Gen'  Webb. 

B.  F'  Williams  made  of  Stockades  now  destroyed 

C.  Ft  Stanwix  built  in  1758 

D.  F'  Newport,  a  small  Stockaded  Fort  with  a  Ditch  round  it 

E.  Saw  Mill  built  in  1758 
r.  The  Mohawk  River 

Q.  A  small  Creek  w=h  has  its  head  from  three  spring 

H.  The  Middle  Creek,  has   its  head  at  a  spring  and  joins  the 

above  Creek  a  little  below  tiie  Fort. 
I.  The  Saw  Miil  Dam 
K.  The  Mill  Race 
L.  The  Waste  Race 
M.  The  Road  from  the  Mahawk  River  over  the  Carrying  Place 

to  Fort  Newport. 
N.  Stoney  Creek  part  of  the  Wood  Creek 
0.  A  Drowned  Swamp,  the  bead  of  Stoney  Creek 
P.  A  SInice  and  Dam  to  liaise  a  head  of  water  to  float  Eatteaua 

to  Fort  Bull. 
Q.  A  wood  Dam  made  by  a  Prodigious  number  of  trees  thrown 

tliere  Promiscuously  by  Freslies 
R.  T!ie  Oswegagie  Indian  Path. 
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The  Hack  Mold  of  tliis  Land  in  general  goes  to  4  or  5  feet 
deep,  then  for  about  3  foot  deep  a  Blew  Pipe  clay,  then  a  gravel- 
ly and  Sandy  Bottom. 

All  the  ground  from  the  Mark  *  to  the  Mahawk  river  is  of 
one  and  the  same  nature  and  all  the  Ground  without  that  to 
where  the  ground  begins  to  rise  is  of  a  Swanipy  nature,  but  of  a 
Rich  soil,  but  lying  so  much  below  the  Interval  Lands  are  wet 
&  impassible  without  being  drained. 

Tlie  part  that  is  marked  for  Stoney  ground  is  composed  of 
Eound  pebble  stones  mixed  with  Gravel  and  Sand,  till  you  dig  6 
foot  deep,  then  small  Gravel  and  Sand. 

The  ground  where  the  Fort  is  built  is  19  foot  higher  than  the 

Swamps  and  low  Lands  and  descend  gradually  to  Fort  Newport. 

Tlie  Land  marked  for  level  ground  to  the  east  of  Osivegagie 

Path  falls  about  8  foot  below  the  high  land  and  is  level  good 

arrable  Land,  but  not  interval. 

Thro'  the  Swamp  0  runs  several!  small  Creeks  vi"^  being  join- 
ed at  P  make  what  is  called  St«ney  Creek,  w'^»atmidling  dry 
Seasons  is  too  shallow  to  float  Batteaus  to  Fort  Bull  for  which 
Eeason  a  little  above  P  there  is  a  Dam  and  Sluice  to  Raise  a  head 
of  Water  in  the  Swamp  0,  The  Sluice  is  shut  6  or  8  hours 
before  the  Batteaus  ai'e  to  go  to  and  from  Fort  Bull,  when  ready, 
it  is  opened  w"*"  gives  water  sufficient  to  float  them. 

The  Portage  as  the  Road  runs  over  the  Carrying  Place  is  5940 
feet  but  the  Streight  Prickt  Line  S  is  about  4930  feet  thro  the 
Spine  Swamp  w^i^  is  nearly  on  a  level,  thro'  w=''  if  a  Ditch  was 
cut  Loaded  Batteaus  might  go  and  liave  no  Portage  att  all, 
besides  by  a  Sluice  it  might  be  made  a  dry  or  a  Navigable 
channel  at  Pleasure- 
All  within  the  Line  of  trees  as  marked  in  the  Plan  is  cleared  j 
all  the  rest  of  the  Couutiy  is  covered  with  tall  Timber  Trees, 
and  but  little  underwoods ;  The  Swamp  on  the  the  S.  W  of  F> 
Stanwix,  is  chiefly  Pine  and  some  White  Cedar  ;  There  are  also 
some  white  Pines  in  the  Swamp  on  the  East  side  of  the  Fort,  all 
the  rest  of  the  woods  are  Elm,  Beach,  Bock  Maple,  Eirtcli, 
Popplar,  and  a  few  Trees  of  the  wild  Clieny  kind  ;  The  Plan 
is  laid  down  by  a  Scale  of  400^  to  an  Inch  from  an  actual  Survey 
Taken  in  Novfl758. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


MBiGooi^le 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  WOOD  CUT. 

This  Fort  was  begun  Aug'  the  23^  17S3  by  the  Troops  under 
the  Command  of  Bngd'  Geni  Stainvix  and  finished  in  en  Barbetle 
as  Represented  in  the  draught  of  Nov'  IS""  1758  the  yellow 
shows  what  parts  ai-e  unfinished  A  is  a  small  creek  w'^''  runs 
southward,  and  has  its  heads  irom  three  springs  500  yards 
above  the  Fort.  B.  The  Eoad  from  the  Landing  place  on  the 
Mahawk  River  over  the  Carrying  place  to  Fort  Niewport.  C.  a 
section  thro  D  E  taking  in  the  Ditch  the  Common  breadth  of  40 
foot  and  not  the  Breadfh  as  it  is  up  the  middle  of  the  Curtin. 
The  Fort  is  built  on  a  Level  spot  of  Ground  Composed  of  Pebble 
stones  mixed  w'  Gravel  and  Sand  and  is  to  the  Eastward  and 
Southward  I9f  above  the  Level  of  the  Swamps  and  Low  lands. 
To  the  Northward  the  Ground  is  much  on  a  Level  with  the  fort, 
but  to  the  Westward  it  descends  gradually  for  three  Quai'ters  of 
a  Mile  to  Fort  Niewport  to  the  Common  Level  of  the  Swamps. 
To  the  West,  North,  and  Eastward,  the  woods  are  Cleared, 
between  3  and  1  hund"!  yards,  and  to  the  Southw*!'  700  yards. 
r  a  Magazine  65  foot  long  by  16  f  wide  Bomb  Proof.  The 
loggs  of  w'l'  the  fort  is  built  are  generally  2  P  thick,  flatted  on 
the  upper  and  under  sides.  The  Casementes  (at  present  Barracks) 
are  covered  w'  two  teer  of  Square  timber  from  12  to  24  In' 
broad  by  12  In=  thick  as  Represented  in  the  Profil. 
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CONTROVERSY 


NEW  YORK  AND  NEW  HAMPSHIEE, 


EESPECTIKG  THE  TERRITORY  NOW  THE  STATE  OF 


VERMONT. 


MBiGooi^le 


MBiGooi^le 


GOV.  WENTWORTH  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Portsmouth,  Novembe"'  17'^'  1749. 
Sir 

I  have  it  in  command  from  His  Majesty  to  make  Grants  of 
the  unimproved  Lands  within  my  Government,  to  Such  of  the 
Inhabitants  and  others,  as  shall  apply  for  Grants  for  the  Same, 
as  will  oblige  themselves  to  Settle  and  improve,  agreeable  to  his 
Majesty's  InstrHctions. 

The  War  hitherto  has  prevented  me  from  making  So  great  a 
progress  as  I  hoped  for,  on  my  first  appointment ;  but  as  there  is 
a  prospect  of  a  lasting  peace  with  the  Indians,  in  which  Your 
Excellency  has  had  a  great,  Shai-e,  people  are  daily  applying  for 
Grants  of  Land  in  all  Quarters  of  this  Government,  And  parti- 
cularly Some  for  Townships  to  be  laid  out  in  the  Western  part 
thereof,  which  will  fall  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  your  Govern- 
ment. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  apprize  You  thereof,  and  to  Transmit  to 
your  Excellency  the  description  of  New  Hampshire,  as  the  King 
Jias  determined  it  in  the  words  of  my  Commission,  whic!i  after 
you  have  Considered,  I  shall  be  glad  you  will  be  pleased  to  give 
me  your  Sentiments  in  that  manner  it  will  affect  the  Grants  made 
by  you  or  preceeding  Governours,  it  being  my  intention  to  avoid 
as  much  as  I  can,  Consistant  with  his  Majesty's  Instructions, 
Interferring  with  Your  Government 

In  Consequence  of  his  Majesty's  Determination  of  the  boun- 
dary's between  New  Hampshire  and  the  Massachusets,  A 
Surveyor  and  proper  Chainmen  were  appointed  to  Run  the 
Western  Line,  from  three  Miles  North  of  Pautucket  Falls,  And 
tlie  Surveyor  upon  Oath  has  declared,  that  it  Strikes  Hudsons 
River  about  eighty  poles  between,  where  Mowhawks  River  comes 
into  Hudson's  River,  which  I  presume  is  North  of  the  City  of 
Albany,  for  which  Reason  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  be 
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informed  how  far  North  of  Albany  the  Government  ef  New  York 
Extends  by  his  Majesty's  Commission  to  your  Excellency,  and 
how  many  Miles  to  the  Eastward  of  Hudson's  Kiver,  to  the 
Northward  of  the  Massachusets  Line,  that  I  may  Govern  myself 
accordingly.  And  if  in  the  Execution  of  the  King's  Commands, 
With  respect  to  the  Lands,  I  can  oblige  any  of  your  Excellency's 
Friends  I  am  allways  at  your  Service. 
1  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
Sir  Your  Excellencys 

most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

B.  Went  WORTH. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  BOUNDS  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

George  the  Second  by  tlie  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain  France 
and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c. 
To  our  Trusty  and  Well  beloved  Beuning  Wentworth  Esq^ 
Greeting  Know  You  that  We  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confi- 
dence in  the  prudence  Courage  and  Loyalty  of  you  the  said 
Benning  Wentworth  Out  of  our  Especial  Grace,  Certain  know- 
ledge and  Meer  Motion,  have  thought  fit,  to  Constitute  and 
appoint  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and  appoint  you  the 
said  Benning  Wentworth  to  be  our  Governor  and  Commander 
in  chief  of  our  province  of  New  Hampshire,  within  Our  Domi- 
nions of  New  England  in  America,  bounded  on  the  south  sidej 
by  a  simular  Curve  line  pursuing  the  Course  of  Merrimac  River, 
at  three  Miles  distance,  on  the  North  side  thereof,  beginning  at 
the  Atlantick  Ocean  &  ending  at  a  point  due  North  of  a  place 
called  pautucket  Falls,  and  by  a  Straight  Line  drawn  from 
thence  due  West  Cross  the  said  River  'till  it  meets  with  our 
other  Governments,  and  bounded  on  the  South  Side  by  a  line 
passing  up  through  the  Mouth  of  Piscataqua  Harbour,  and  up 
the  Middle  of  the  River,  to  the  River  of  Newichwannock,  part 
of  which  is  now  called  Salmon  Fall,  and  through  the  Middle  of 
the  same  to  the  Furthest  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  North 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


BEW  HAMPSHIRE   GRANTS.  533 

two  degrees  Westerly,  untill  one  huodred  and  twenty  miles  be 
fluislied  from  the  Mouth  of  piscatac^ua  Harbour  aforesaidj  or 
until]  it  meets  with  our  Other  Gtovernmenfs. 

His  Majesty's  Description  of  the  province  of  New  Hampshire, 
as  it  stands  in  his  Excellency's  Commission, 

Given  at  Whitehall  July  the  3^  in  the  15"i  Tear  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Reign.  Attest 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec'ry. 
Province  of      } 
New  Hamps^^  J 

Portsmt  Nov  17,  1749. 

In  Council  New  Tork,  3  April  1750. 

Ordered  that  his  Excellency  do  acquaint  Governor  Wentwoith 
That-  this  Province  is  bounded  Eastward  by  Connecticut  River 
The  letters  Patent  from  King  Charles  the  3^  to  the  Duke  of  York 
Expressly  granting  all  the  Lands  from  the  West  side  of  Connufi- 
ticut  River  to  the  East  side  of  Delaware  bay. 


GOV.  WENTffOKTH  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Portsmouth,  April  25"i  1750- 
Sir 

I  have  the  Honour  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  O'^  lust, 
liefore  me,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  give  me,  the  opinion  of 
His  Majesty's  CouncU  of  youi'  Government,  that  Connecticut 
River  is  the  Eastern  boundary  of  New-York  Government,  which 
would  have  been  entirely  Satisfactory  to  me,  on  the  Subject  of 
my  Letter,  had  not  the  two  Chai-ter  Governments  of  Connecticut, 
&  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  extended  tlieir  bounds  many  miles  to 
the  Westward  of  Said  River;  and  it  being  the  opinion  of  Majes- 
ty's Council  of  this  Government,  whose  Advice  I  am  to  take  on 
ttiese  Occasions,  that  New  Hampshire  had  an  equal  right  to  claim 
the  Same  extent  of  Western  boundary's  with  those  Chatter 
Governments,  I  had  in  consequence  of  their  Advice,  before  your 
Letter  came  to  my  hands,  granted  one  Township  due  North  of 
the  Massachraetts-Liue,  of  the  Contents  of  Sis  Miles  Square,  an4 
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by  measurement  twenty-four  miles,  east  of  tlie  City  of  Albany, 
Ijresuming  that  this  Government  was  bounded  by  the  Same  North 
and  South  line  'with  Connecticut  and  the  Massacbusets  Bay, 
before  it  met  with  his  Majesty's  other  Governments.' 

Altho'  I  am  prohibited  by  his  Majesty's  Commission  to  inter- 
fere witli  Ills  other  Governments,  Tet  it  is  presumed  tliat  I  should 
Strictly  adhere  to  the  Limits  prescribed  therein,  and  I  assure 
you  that  I  am  very  far  fi-om  desiring  to  make  the  least  ineroach- 
ment,  or  Set  on  foot  any  dispute  on  these  points.  It  will  there- 
fore give  me  great  Satisfaction,  if  at  your  leisure,  you  can  inform 
me  by  what  Authority  Connecticut  and  the  Massachusetts- 
Government  claim'd  So'  far  to  the' Westward  as  they  have  Settled, 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  shall  desist  from  Making  any  further 
Grants  on  the  Western  Frontier  of  my  Government,  thaf  may 
have  the  least  probabiUty  of  Interfering  with  youi'  Government. 
I  am  with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

hum'"  servant, 
B.  Wentwoeth. 


GOV.  CLINTON  TO  GOV.  WENTWORTH. 

New  York  June  the  6'^  1750. 
Sir 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  35*  April  last  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  9">  of  same  month,  respecting  the  Eastern  Boun- 
dary of  this,  province  wherein  you  desire  to  be  informed  by 
what  Authority  Connecticut  and  the  Massachusetts  Governments 
claim  so  far  to  the  westward  as  they  have  Setled. 

As  to  Connecticut,  their  Claim  is  founded  upon  an  agreement 
with  this  Government,  in  or  about  the  year  1684,  afterwards 
confirmed  by  King  Williamj  in  Consequence  of  which  the  Lines 
between  the  two  Governments  were  run,  and  the  Boundaries 
marked  in  the  year  1735,  as  appear  by  the  Commissioners  and 

I  "  In  ttllnsion  to  liis  own  name,  te  (Got.  Wentwocth)  gaye  to  this  township 
ttis  name  of  Eeuumg-ton."~JFii(w«is'  Hist.  Vermont. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


535 

Siipveyors  Proceedings  of  Record  here—But  it  ia  presumed  the 
Jilassachusetfg  Government  at  first  possessed  themselves  of 
those  Lauds  by  Intrnsion,  and  thro  the  negligence  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, have  liitherto  continued  their.Possessionj  the  Landsnot 
beingprivate  Property. 

From  tlie  Information  I  have,  there  is  K«ason  to  apprehend 
that  the  Lands  within  the  Township  you  have  lately  granted,  or 
part  of  tlxem,  have  been  granted  here;  And  as  my  answer  to 
your  Letter  might  probably  have  furnished  you  with  objections 
against  any  Grant  which  might  interfere  with  this  Province  I 
iim  Surprised  you  did  not  wait  'tiU  it  came  to  hand,  before  you 
proceeded  therein.  If  it  is  still ,  in  your  power  to  recall  the 
Grant,  your  doing  So,  will  be  but  a  piece  of  justice  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, otherwise  I  shall  think  myself  obliged  to  Send  a  Eepre- 
seatation  of  the  Matter  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty. 
I  am  &,<^ 

To  GOreniour  Wentworth. 


GOV.  WENTWORTH  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Portsmouth  June  22*  1750. 
Sir 

As  soon  as  your  Letter  of  the  6">  instant  came  to  my  hands,  I 
tho't  it  proper  to  have  the  Sense  of  His  Majesty's  Council 
thereon,  who  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion,  not  to  commence 
8  dispute  with  your  Excellency's  Government,  respecting  the 
Extent  of  Western  Boundary  to  New  Hampshire,  until  His 
.  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  further  linown;  Accordingly  the 
CoiincU  have  advised,  that  I  shall  on  the  part  of  New  Hamp- 
shire make  a  representation  of  the  matter  to  his  Majesty,  rely 
ingthat  your  Excellency  will  do  the  Same  on  the  pai-t  of  New 
York,  &  that  whatever  shall  be  determined  thereon,  this  Gov- 
ernment will  Esteem  their  duty  to  Acquiesce  in,  without  any 
fui'ther  dispute,  whicli  I  am  hopeing  will  be  Satisfactory  on  that 
point. 
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When  I  first  wrote  you  on  tMs  Subject,  T  tho't  I  had  given 
Sufficient  time  to  receive  an  Answer  to  my  letter,  before  I  had 
fixed  the  Day  for  passing  the  grant  refer'd  to  in  your  I,ett«r. 
&  as  the  persons  concem'd  therein  lived  at  a  great  distance,  it 
was  inconvenient  for  them  to  be  Delay'd,  beyond  the  appointed 
time;  I  was  not  apprehensive  any  Difficulty  could  arrise  by  con- 
fineing  my  Self  to  the  Western  boundarys  of  the  two  Charter 
Governments,  accordingly  I  passed  the  pattent  about  ten  Days, 
before  your  favour  of  the  6*  of  January  1749  came  to  hand. 

There  is  no  possibility  of  vacateing  the  grant  as  you  desire, 
but  if  it  falls  by  His  Majesty's  determination  in  the  Government 
of  New  York,  it  will  be  void  of  course. 

I  shall  be  glad  the  method  I  have  proposed  may  be  agreable 
to  your  Province,  and  if  Submitting  this  affair  to  His  Majesty, 
meets  with  your  approbation  I  shall  upon  receiving  an  Answer 
loose  no  time  in  Transmitting  what  <^neerns  tliis  provmce  to  the 
proper  Officers.  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  Sir 
Tom-  Excellency's  most  obedient 

humle  Servant 
B.  Wentwortd. 

His  Excelly  Governor  Clinton. 


GOV.  CLINTOX  TO  GOV.  WENTWOETH. 

New  York  25t!i  July  17S0 
Sir 

I  have  taken  the  Sentiments  of  his  Majesty's  Council  on  your 
Excellency's  Letter  of  the  22  Ulto.  respecting  the  extent  of  the 
Western  Boundary  of  your  Government,  who  think  it  higUy 
expedient  I  should  lay  before  his  Majesty, a  Representation  of  the 
Matter  on  tlio  part  of  this  province,  and  as  yoii  propose  to  do 
the  like  on  the  part  of  New  Hampshire,  they  are  of  opinion  it 
mill  be  for  the  mutual  Advantage  of  both  Governments,  if  we 
exchange  Copies  of  each  others  Representation  on  this  Head: "If 
you  approve  of  this  I  will  Send  yon  a  Copy  of  mine  accordingly. 
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GOV.  WENTWORTH  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Portsmouth  Sep'  2^  1750 
Sir 

Upon  my  Laying  your  favour  of  the  25ii>  July  before  His 
Majesty's  Council,  it  was  advised  agreeable  to  your  proposal,  that. 
Exchanges  of  the  Representations,  made  both  by  your  Excellency 
&  myself,  to  His  Majesty,  for  determining  the  Boundary's  between 
His  two  Governments,  might  contribute  to  the  Speedy  Settle- 
ment thereof,  &  without  espence  on  either  Side;  I  shall  tlierefore, 
as  Soon  as  mine  is  perfected,  transmit  you  an  authentio  Copy 
thereof,  &  shall  endeavour  to  make  it  as  Sliort  and  plain,  as  the 
nature  &  circumstances  of  the  matter  will  admit.  I  am  with 
great  thruth  Sir  Your  Excellencys 

Most  Obedient 
Hnm'=  Servant 

His  Excel]'  Gov'  Clinton  B.  Wentworth 


REPORT  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  OF  NEW  YORK. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton  Captain 
Generall  and  Govemour  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
New  York  and  Territories  thereon  depending  In  Ame 
i-ica,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same,  &  Admiral  of  the 
White  Squadron  of  his  Majestys  Fleet,  In  Council. 
.  The  Representation  of  Richard  Bradley  Esq'  Attorney  General 

of  the  province  of  New  York. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  in  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  order  in  Couneill  &f 
the  24'>'  of  July  last  past  j  I  have  Perused  and  Considered  the 
papers  laid  before  me  by  your  Excellency's  Said  order,  Relating 
to  the  Eastern  Bdundarys  of  tliis  Province  of  New  York;  Noith 
of  the  western  Bounds  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  order  to 
discover  and  ascertain  tlie  bounds  between  this  Government  and 
the  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  for  which  purpose,  I  beg 
leave  lo  Lay  before  your  Excellency  the  Following  Observations. 
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That  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  Seem  to  found  their 
right  of  Extending  the.bouiids  of  that  Government  Westward, 
upon  the  Examples  Set  tliem  by  the  two  Cliarter  Governments 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Conneclicutj  and  Conclude  that  because 
those  two  Governments  have  extended  their  western  bounds 
within  about  twenty  miles  of  Hudsons  River  that  therefore  the 
province  of  New  York  does  not  exl«nd  furtlier  Eastward,  and 
that  the  Bounds  of  Hampshire  Government  must  In  Consequence 
thereof  Extend  within  the  Same  distance  of  the  Said  River. 

I  shaU  therefore  in  the  first  place  endeavour  to  Sliew  that 
what  the  Said  two  Charter  Governments  have  done  onght  not  to 
be  of  any  weight  with  regard  to  the  Settlement  of  the  bonnda 
Between  this  Government  and  the  Government  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Shall  afterwards  Endeavour  to  Shew  from  Such  papers 
and  materials  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  what  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  bounds  of  this  Government, 

That  the  line  between  this  Government  and  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  la  within  about  20  miles  of  Hudson's  River  is  Cer- 
tain ;  but  then  the  claim  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticnt  to  that 
line,  is  founded  upon  an  agreement  made  mth  this  Government 
in  or  about  the  year  1684,  which  agreement  was  afterwards 
Confirmed  by  King  William  and  thereupon  the  Lines  between 
the  two  Governments  were  run  and  the  Bounds  marked  by 
Commissioners  from  both  in  the  year  1735,  which  has  fixed  the 
Eastern  bounds  of  this  Colony  about  30,  miles  East  of  Hudson's 
riFer,  as  far  north  as  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  Extends  ;  but 
that  that  Agreement  with  Connecticut  Relating  to  the  Bounds 
between  that  Government  and  this,  Should  be  made  use  of  as  a 
reason  for  Confining  this  Government  to  the  Same  lines  or  bounds 
from  Hudson's  river  north  of  the  bounds  of  Comiecticut  Govern- 
ment, I  conceive  would  be  altogether  unjust ;  Because  that  was 
a  Special  agreement  between  those  two  Governments  only,  and 
had  not  any  manner  of  Relation  to  the  bounds  of  this  Govern- 
ment, north  of  the  Connecticutt.  Government ;  but  left  those 
bounds  in  the  Same  manner  That  they  were  before  that  agreement 
Took  Place  ;  and  the  Boundaries  there  to  be  Settled  and  ascer- 
tained upon  other  Reasons  and  Considerations  than  took  place 
imd  were  of  weight  in  Settling  the  bounds  between  this  and  the 
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Government  of  Conuecticutt ;  tis  ti-uc,  that  the  Governmcut  of 
Massachusetts  bay,  have  under  pretence  that  this  Government 
ought  to  be  Confinect  to  the  Same  bounds,  Intruded  upon  and 
taken  possession  of  the  Lands  Eastward  of  that  distance  from 
Hudsous  river  ;  but  that  they  have  So  done,  without  pretence 
of  right,  I  thinii  will  manifestly  appear  by  Considering  the  words 
of  their  Charter  which  as  they  nave  Printed  it  in  their  own  law 
book  are  These  viz  : 

"All  that  part  of  New  England  in  America  lying  &  Extending 
"  from  the  Great  River  Commonly  called  Monoraack  alias  Meri- 
"  mack  on  the  North  part  and  from  three  miles  northward  of  the 
"  Said  River  to  the  Atlantick  or  western  Sea  or  Ocoon  on  the 
"  South  part  And  all  the  Lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever 
"  lying  within  the  Limitts  aforesaid  and  Extending  as  far  as  the 
"  Outermost  points  or  Proraoutaries  of  land  called  Cape  Cod  and 
"  Cape  Malabar  north  and  south  and  in  Latitude  Breadth  and  in 
"  length  and  Longitude  of  and  within  all  the  Breadth  &  Compass 
"  afoiesaid  throughout  the  main  Land  there  from  the  said  Atlan- 
"  tick  or  western  Sea  and  Ocean  on  the  East  part  towards  the 
"South  Sea  or  westward  as  far  as  our  Colonies  of  Rhode  Island, 
«  Connecticut,  and  the  Narragansett  Country  &c. 

These  words  seem  to  me  very  Plainly  to  Express  that  the 
bounds  of  that  Goverimient  is  to  extend  from  the  western  ocean 
Ml  the  East  to  the  Eastern  bounds  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
on  the  west  and  no  further.  And  altho  that  Goverment  have 
Endeavoured  to  constiiie  the  words  viz'  Westward  as  far  as  our 
Colonies  of  RJiode  Island,  Connecticut  and  the  JVaragansetts  Coun- 
try ;  To  intend  and  mean  that  theboundsof  tliat  Government 
was  to  run  westward  as  far  as  the  Western  bounds  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  Yet  I  think  such  construction  of  these  words 
ought  not  to  take  Place,  for  supposing  the  words  would  bear  the 
construction  Contended  for  by  them,  tis  also  Certain  they  will 
beai'  the  construction  contended  for  by  me  as  above  ;  and  there- 
fore may  be  taken  to  two  Intents,  and  this  being  a  Grant  of  the 
Grown  to  subjects,  I  conceive  ought  to  be  construed  most  in 
Favour  of  the  Crown,  because  it  is  a  standing  rule  at  Law,  that 
the  Grant  of  Every  common  person  is  Taken  more  strong  against 
himself  and  more  Favourable  against  a  Stranger,  but  a, Grant  .of 


,yGoo»^lc 


S40  CONTROVERSY   HESPECTING   THE 

the  King  is  Taken  more  strong  against  a  Stranger,  and  more 
Favourable  as  to  the  King,  so  as  no  Prejudice  shall  accrue  to 
the  King  by  cojistniction  or  Implication,  and  when  the  Charter 
of  the  King  may  be  Taken  to  two  Intents,  and  both  Intents  are 
of  Effect,  In  such  Cases  it  shall  be  Taken  to  such  Intent  as  is 
most  Beneficial  for  the  King.  I  Conclude  therefore,  that  suppo- 
sing the  above  words  in  the  Grant  may  be  Taken  to  two  Intents 
as  I  have  shewn  above,  that  as  the  Intention  or  Construction  of 
those  words  Contended  for  by  me  is  most  Beneficial  for  the 
Crown,  as  Loss  of  the  Lauds  belonging  to  the  Crown  will  pass 
by  such  Construction ;  I  conceive  such  construction  ought  to 
take  place ;  and  not  the  Construction  contended  for  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  JMassachusetts  bay  ;  and  then  the  Eastern  boimds  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut  will  be  the  Western  Bounds  of  that 
(Jovernment,  and  of  course  all  Lands  Entred  upon  by  them 
westward  of  those  Bounds  must  be  an  Intrusion,  and  what  they 
had  no  right  to  do  :  Besides  this,  it  appears  by  the  Grant  to 
the  Duke  of  York  first  made  in  the  year  1663  and  by  theRegrant 
or  confirmation  thereof  in  the  year  1674,  After  the  Dutch 
Conquest  in  1673  that  King  Chaiies  the  Second  Granted  to  the 
said  Duke  his  heii'S  and  assigns.  "  All  that  Island  or  Islands 
"  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  mattowacks  or  Long  Island 
"  Scituate  and  being  towards  the  west  of  Cape  Cod  and  the  Nar- 
"row  Higgaasetts  butting  upon  the  Main  Land  Between  the 
"  Two  Rivers  there  called  &  known  by  the  sevei-al  names  of 
"Connecticut  and  I-Iudsons  river  together  also  with  the  said 
"  River  called  Hudsons  river  and  all  the  Lands  from  the  west 
"side  of  Connecticut  River  to  the  East  side  of  Delawai-e  Bay, 
As  by  the  record  of  the  said  Grants  in  the  Secretarys  oflice  of 
this  pi-ovince  more  fully  appeal's  by  which  Grant  I  conceive  the 
Duke  of  York  in  the  said  year  1674  became  seized  of  Hudson's 
river  even  to  the  most  Northermost  Extent  thereof  (the  wliole 
River  being  Expressly  Granted  to  him)  and  of  all  the  Lands  west- 
ward of  Connecticut  River  &c  in  ffee.  This  being  the  Case,  I 
conceive  tis  Extreamly  absurd  for  the  Govemment  of  Massachu- 
setts bay,  to  Contend  thalt  by  the  words  of  their  Charter  (wliich 
was  Granted  by  King  William  in  the  Year  1693.  Long  after 
the  Grant  to  the  Duke  of  York)  their  western  boimds  are  to 
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extend  within  30  miles  of  Hudscm's  river.  Because  from  tlie 
time  of  tlie  said  Grant  to  tlie  Duke  of  York,  aad  liis  sending 
Governours  over  to  take  and  keep  possession  of  tlie  Lands 
Granted  to  him,  the  Land  in  Question  became  part  of  this  Gov- 
pi'ntnent,  and  as  they  were  part  of  his  Grant,  and  tha'  the  Gov- 
ernment afterwards  Came  to  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and 
Governours  were  then  appointed  by  the'  Crown  who  held  the 
same  for  the  Crown  at  the  time  of  the  Grant  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Government  in  1693.  Yet  I  find  no  one  Instance  in  which 
the  Crown  has  so  mucli  as  Described  the  Government  by  any 
Particular  Bounds  much  less  abridged  or  confined  it  to  any 
Narrower  Limitts  than  it  had  at  the  time  it  Belonged  to  the 
Duke  of  York  so  far  &om  that,  that  the  Crown  has  all  along  and 
continue  Kvcn  to  this  day,  to  appoint  Governours  of  this  province 
without  Describing  it  by  any  bounds  whatever ;  which  seems 
plainly  to  shew  that  the  Crown  considered  the  Bounds  of  this 
Government  as  being  sufficiently  ascertained  by  the  Grant  to 
the  Duke  of  York ;  and  Intended  the  Limitts  and  bounds  of  it 
should  be  the  same  it  was  in  the  Duke's  time,  but  should  the 
Construction  Contended  for  by  them  take  place  ;  it  must  suppose 
that  the  Crown  Intended  by  the  Grant  to  them,  to  Convey  part 
of  this  Government  to  them  when  at  the  same  time  it  Intended 
that  this  Government  should  have  the  same  Limitts  and  bounds 
as  it  had  in  the  Time  of  the  Duke  of  York  whicli  as  I  said  before, 
I  think  is  very  absurd ;  and  must  further  make  it  appear  that 
the  construction  of  their  Charter  as  contended  for,  by  them ; 
Cannot  be  what  the  Crown  Intended  by  it ;  and  must  on  the 
other  hand  shew,  that  what  I  contend  for,  must  be  right,  because 
by  sucli  Construction  those  absurdities  are  avoided. 

I  know  it  will  be  objected  to  this,  that  King  James  the  first  in 
the  18'''  year  of  his  Reign  did  Grant  the  land  in  Question  with 
them  unto  the  Council  Established  at  Plymouth  in  the  County 
of  Devon  for  the  Planting  Ruling  ordering  and  Governing  of 
New  England  in  America  ;  and  to  their  Successors  and  assigns 
and  That  that  Council  in  the  third  year  of  King  Charles  the  first, 
Granted  to  Sir  Henry  Roswell  Sir  John  Young  Knight,  Thomas 
Southeott  &  others  their  asigns  and  their  associates  for  ever, 
viz*.    "  All  that  part  of  New  England  in  America  aforesaid 
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"  which  Ues  and  extends  between  a  great  River  tliere  commonly 
"  called  Moiiomack  alias  Merimack  and  a  Certain  other  River 
"  there  called  Charles  river  heing  in  a  Bottom  of  a  Certain  Bay 
"  there  commonly  GaUed  Massachusetts  alias  Mattachusetts  alias 
"  Massatusetts  bay  j  and  also  aE  and  Singular  those  Lauds  and 
"  Hereditaments  whatsoever  lying  within  The  Space  of  three 
"  English  miles  on  the  south  part  of  the  said  Charles  River  or  of 
"any  and  eveiy  part  Thereof;  and  also  all  and  singular  the  lands 
"  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  lying  and  being  within  the  space 
"  of  Three  English  miles  to  the  Southward  of  the  Soutliermost  part 
"  of  the  Said  Bay,  called  Massachusetts  ahas  Mattachusetts  alias 
"  Massatusetts  bay ;  and  also  all  those  lands  and  hei'editaments 
"  whatsoever  whieh  lye  and  be  within  the  space  of  Three  English 
"  miles  to  the  Noi'thward  of  the  said  River,  Called  Monomack 
"  alias  Merimack  or  the  Northward  of  any  or  every  part  Thereof, 
"  and  all  Lands  and  Hereditaments  whatsoever  lying  within  the 
"  Limits  aforesaid  North  and  Soutli  in  Latitude  and  in  Breadth 
"  and  in  Length  and  Longitude  of  and  within  all  the  Breadth 
"  aforesaid,  tlffoughout  the  main  Lauds  there,  from  the  Atiantick 
"  and  Western  Sea  and  Ocean  and  on  the  East  Part,  to  the  South 
"  Sea  on  the  West  part  &c.  in  ffee."  Which  they  Say  Includes 
the  Land  Entered  upon  by  them,  and  that  the  Said  Lands 
were  Confirmed  to  them  by  King  Chai-les  the  first  in  the  fourth 
yeai  of  his  Reign,  and  tho'  that  Grant  was  afterwards  vacated 
in  the  year  1684,  In  chancery  ;  yet  that  they  were  Seized  of 
those  Lands  by  virtue  of  that  grant,  at  the  time  of  the  Grant  to 
the  Duke ;  and  Therefore  that  the  Duke  of  York  could  not  take 
them  by-virtue  of  his  Grant  and  they  were  therefore  Granted  well 
to  them  by  the  Charter  in  1693. 

To  whicli  I  answer,  that  tlie  Patent  to  the  Council  of  Devon 
&c.  Contains  this  Proviso.  "  Provided  also  that  the  Said  Lands 
"  Islands  or  any  tlie  Premises  by  the  Said  Letters  Patents 
"  Intended  and  meant  to  be  Granted  were  not  then  actually  pos- 
"  sessed  or  Inhabited  by  any  other  Clu'istian  prince  or  State  &c. 
And  the  patent  from  King  Charles  the  first  To  their 
Grantees  contains  this  Proviso. 

"  Provided  always  that  if  the  Said  Lands  Islands  or  any  the  Pre- 
"misses  betbre  mentioned  and  by  the  SaidLetters  patents  Last  men- 
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"  tioned  Intended  and  meant  tote  Granted — were  at  the  time  of 
"  the  Granting  of  the  Said  Former  Letters  Patents  Dated  the  Z'^  day 
"  of  November  In  the  Eighteenth  yeat' of  the  Eeign  of  his  Lata 
"  Majesty  King  James  the  first,  actuaUy  possessed  or  Inhabited 
"  by  an  other  Christian  Prince  or  State,  &c. 

That  as  to  those  parts  the  Said  Letters  Patents  Should  be 
void  &o. 
Ey  which  it  appears  that  any  Land  &«  possessed  or  Inhabited 
by  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  State  did  not  pass  by  any  or 
Either  of  the  said  Grants,  and  it  appears  by  Ogelby's  America 
and  the  Book  Intituled  the  British  Empire  in  America  that 
Henry  Hudson  discovered  this  Province  about  tha  year  1608. 
and  soon  after  his  Discovery  Sold  it  to  the  Dutch,  who  soon 
after  and  long  before  the  above  Grants,  actually  possessed  them- 
selves of  it,  and  by  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  settled  a 
Colony  here  &  called  it  New  Netherland,  how  far  Indeed  the 
Dutch  Extended  their  Claim  does  not  Clearly  at  this  day  appear 
to  me  but  'tis  very  probable,  that  as  they  Extended  the  same  to 
the  South  as  far  as  Delaware  Kiver  they  also  Claimed  North 
Easterly  as  far  as  Connecticut  River  near  which  I  doubt  not  it 
may  be  made  appear  many  Dutch  people  were  settled  and  I 
Believe  that  Rivet  was  in  the  dutch  Time  Called  by  the  name 
of  the  North  Eiver,  as  Delaware  River  was  by  the  name  of  the 
South  Eiver,  on  which  'tia  Certain  many  Dutch  were  Settled, 
and  this  Appears  the  more  Probable  for  that  at  Albany  they* 
Settled  another  Colony  by  the  name  of  the  Colony  of  Rensselaer 
Wyck;  the  Boundaries  of  which  tho'  uncertain  at  thi's  dayj 
must  without  Doubt  as  'twas  a  Colony  have  also  Extended  from 
one  Eiver  to  tlie  other,  and  also  for  that  the  Grant  from  King' 
Charles  the  Second  to  his  Brother  the  Dute  of  York;  Seems  to 
be  intended  as.  a  Grant  toi  him  of  what  he  recovered  from  the 
Dutch;  for  in  the  Year  1660,  or  There  abouts,  King  Charles  the 
Second  sent.  Sir  Eobert  Carr  with  forces  to  Disposses  the  Dutch 
of  their  Settlements  hete  which  he  succeeded  in;  and  about 
three  years  after,  this.  Grant  to  the  Du5ie  of  York  was  made; 
which  seemg  to  me  to  carry  a  strong  Presumption  that  those 
Lands  so  granted  were  what  were  There  known  to  have  been 
the  Claim  of  the^  Butch,  which  they  must  have  been  much 
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Belter  acquainted  with  at  that  day,  than  I  can  possibly  be  sup- 
posed to  be  at  this  time  and  Indeed  it  is  very  Improbable  That 
the  duke  of  York  should  at  that  day  when  the  Landg  were  of 
so  Little  ya]ue,.take  a  Grant  of  these  lands  in  the  manner  he 
did,  wliich  he  must  have  been  very  Sensible  must  Interfere 
with  the  Former  Grant  made  to  the  Grantees  of  the  Council  of 
Devon;  upon  any  other  Supposition  than  that  it  was  well  known 
at  that  time  that  these  landa  being  in  the  possession  of  and 
Claimed  by  the  Dutch  were  Expressly  within  the  provinces  of 
the  said  Former  Grants,  and  therefore  could  not  pass  by  the 
patent  to  the  Council  of  Devon  &",  nor  by  the  future  Grant  to 
their  Grantees,  from  these  observations  I  think  it  follows  that 
these  lands  Granted  to  the  Duke  were  never  granted  to  the 
Council  of  Devon  or  tiieir  Grantees  being  within  the  Express 
words  of  the  Provisoes  in  those  Grants;  but  that  they  became 
afterwards  well  vested  in  the  Crown  hy  the  Conquest  made  of 
them  from  the  Dutch;  by  Sir  Robert  Carr  in  the  year  1660.  and 
by  their  final  Surrender  of  them  to  King  Charles  the  Second  by 
the  Treaty  of  Bnda  after  the  dutch  Conquest  in  1673.  and  then 
the  Grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  the  year  1674.  above  men- 
tioned must  have  vested  the  ffee  of  these  lands  in  the  Duke  of 
York.  The  Consequence  of  which,  must  be  that  as  the  Crown 
after  this  Government  Came  into  its  hands,  never  Granted  any 
part  of  it  away  (for  the  reason  I  have  shown  above)  that  the 
Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  hy  their  Grantin  1C93,  Can 
have  no  Legal  Right  to  the  Lands  Entred  upon  by  them  North- 
ward of  the  bounds  of  Connecticut  Gtovernment,  and  westward 
of  Connecticutt  river;  and  Therefore  their  Eotring  into  &. 
taking  possession  of  them,  without  Right,  Cannot  be  a  reason 
why  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  should  do  the  like. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  appears  Clearly  that  the  Examples 
sett  by  the  Governments  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  Bay, 
are  not,  nor  ought,  to  be  Considered  as  any  Reasons  why  the 
Government  of  New  Hampshire  should  Extend  their  Bounds  as 
far  westward  as  the  first  hath,  and  the  Latter  pretends  Right- 
fully to  have  done. 

Having  thus  Considered  the  difficulty  arising  in  the  Case ; 
from  the  Claims  made  by  the  Said  two  Charter  Governments  I 
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coEie  now  to  consider  what  ought,  I  Conceive,  to  be  Taken  as 
the  Eiistei'H  Bounds  of  this  Government  Nortliwavd  of  Connecti- 
cut Govermeiit  with  Regard  to  wiiieh  I  observe,  tliat  it  wppears 
by  the  first  and  Second  Grants  to  tlie  Duke  of  York  ;  the  First 
before,  and  the  Second  after,  tlie  dutch  Conquest ;  in  tlio  year 
1674,  tliat  all  the  Lands  westward  of  .Connecticut  River  were 
vested  in  tlie  Duke  of  Yort.  It  appears  by  the  records  of  this 
Province,  that  the  Duke  of  York,  In  pursuance  of  his  riglit, 
actually  Sent  over  Governours  to  take  and  keep  possession  of 
■what  Belonged  to  him  in  America,  who  Accordingly  Entred 
upon  and  took  possession  of  this  Government  for  Him  ;  and  tho' 
tliey  did  not  actually  settle  upon  the  Northern  Parts  of  the 
Government,  yet  as  they  Settled  the  Southern  part  of  it  under 
his  Right ;  I  conceive  it  was  and  ought  to  be  Considered  as  a 
possession  of  the  whole,  and  that  the  duke  of  York  thereby 
became  actually  possessed  of  tlie  whole  lands  Granted  to  him, 
and  that  the  whole  thereupon  become  part  of  this  Government, 
under  the  duke  of  York  ;  and  Therefore  that  Connecticut  River 
is  realy  and  Truly  the  Eastern  Bounds  of  this  Colony, 

Tis.True  that  by  the  Abdication  of  tlie  Crown  by  the  Duke  of 
York  i  aft-erwards  in  the  year  1688  ;  this  Government  became 
vested  in  the  Crown  (If  not  before)  but  I  believe  no  record  or 
other  writing  Can  be  pi-oduced,  whereby  it  Can  be  made  appear, 
tJiat  the  Crown  Ever  Intended  to  abridge  the  Northern  bounds 
of  tliis  Government  or  to  confine  it  to  any  Bounds  ;  but  what  it 
had,  when  under  the  Government  of  the  Duke,  of  York ;  wlience 
I  conclude  Tliat  the  bounds  of  this  Government  Continue  Still 
the  Same  as  in  his  time ;  Except  where  they  may  have  been 
altered  as  above  by  Agreement  that  It  Extends  to  Connecticut 
River ;  and  Therefore  that  tlie  Government  of  New  Hampshire, 
which  is  to  Extend  westward  till  it  meets  with  his  Majestys 
other  Governments,  and  no  farther ;  must  Terminate  at  that 
River  ;  as  its  utmost  western  Boimdary. 

I  am  very  Sensible  ;  may  it  Please  your  Excellency  ;  that  the 
above  Representation,  Relating  to  the  Eastern  bounds  of  this 
Government,  is  very  Imperfect ;  being  framed  only  on  tlie  few 
papers  and  materials  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  at  this  time  ; 
Relating  to  a  matter,  which  I  must  confess,  myself,  very  much 
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iinaequainted  with,  Eut  hope  tliese  few  HlniSj  may  be  of  Some 
use  in  the  affair,  and  doubt  not  but  liis  Majesty's  Surveyor 
General,  who  I  suppose  is  much  Better  acquainted  with  tlis 
Bounds  of  this  government,  tlian  I  can  pretend  to  be ;  will  give 
youi'  Excellency  mucli  further  Light  Relating  to  them. 
I  am  Your  Escellencys 

most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

E.  Bradley. 
(Endorsed)    Attorney  Generals  report  in  the  Case  between  New 
York  &  New  Hampshire, 


KUliVErOR  GENERAL'S  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MR.  BRADLEY'S 
REPORT. 

New  York  Oct^  14ti'  1751. 
Gent" 

You  were  pleased  on  the  O"!  instant  to  desire  me  to  put  in 
^^'riting  seme  thoughts  which  then  oceui'red  to  me  on  the  subject 
matter  of  a  representation  of  the  late  Attorney  Gen'  respecting 
the  eastern  boundary  of  this  Province.  In  obedience  tliereto  I 
shall  observe  that  as  the  Soil. of  both  the  provinces  of  New  York 
and  New  Hampshire  is  now  vested  in  the  Croun  the  King  may 
fix  the  boundary  between  these  his  tW'O  Governments  at  liis 
pleasure  on  which  it  may  be  proper  to  remark. 

1 .  Tliat  the  line  lately  run  by  the  Government  of  New  Hamp- 
shires  to  Hudson's  Eiver  as  tlieir  Southern  boundaiy  comes  (as 
I  am  informed)  within  8  or  1 0  miles  of  the  City  of  Albany.  That 
so  far  as  1  can  learn  Albany  is  a  place  more  considerable  in  the 
numbers  of  its  inhabitants  &  for  trade  (having  a  communication 
by  water  with  the  Sea  for  vessels  of  Burthen)  than  any  toun  in 
New  Hampshire  and  that  the  parts  of  the  country  lying  between 
Connecticut  river  &  Hudsons  river  are  nearer  to  Albany  than  to 
any  Port  or  place  of  trade  in  New  Hampshire. 

3.  Tn  time  of  \iar  incursions  on  tliis  Piovince  by  tlie  Frencli 
&  French  Indians  have  been  generally  made  through  that  part 
of  the  country  between  Coni^ecticut  river  k  Hudson's  river.  For 
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both  these  reasons  it  must  be  more  for  the  benefite  &  securify 
of  the  iiiliabilants  of  that  part  of  the  Country  between  these  two 
rivers  as  well  as  for  the  security  of  the  other  parls  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  that  the  country  between  the  said  rivers  continue 
under  tlie  Government  of  New  York. 

Besides  these  considerations  from  the  publick  utility  it  may 
be  remarked 

3.  That  several  tracts  of  land  to  the  Eastward  of  Hudson's 
River  fe  above  twenty  miles  distant  from  it  towards  tlie  Massa- 
chusetts bay  are  held  by  tlie  inliabitants  of  New  Yorlc  by  grant 
fi-om  tlie  Goveruours  thereof  &  paying  yearly  rents  to  the  Crown ; 
and  likewise  several  otlier  tracts  to  the  Northward  of  the  line 
run  by  New  Hampshire  as  tiieir  Southern  boundary  and  above 
twenty  miles  eastward  from  hudson's  river  are  in  like  manner 
held  by  tlie  Inhabitants  of  tlie  Province  of  New  York. 

4.  That  if  his  Majesty  assert  his  right  to  the  soil  within  his 
Province  of  New  York  as  far.  east  as  Connecticut  river  against 
the  Intrusions  of  the  Massachusetts  bay  it  would  greatly  encrease 
his  revenue  arising  from  the  Quitrent  of  lands. 

This  is  all  which  has  occurred  to  me  as  proper  to  be  added  to 
tlie  Attorney  Generals  representation  which  is  submitted  to  the 
otlier  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee. 

Cadwallader  Colden. 
(Endoi-sed)  Cadwallader  Colden's  observations  ? 
on  the  representation  of  the  Atty  Gen'       J 


Extract  from  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals  Report 
Dated  August  the  14"'  1752.  On  the  State  of  the  Case 
with  respect  to  Certain  Townships  and  Tracts  of  Land 
Granted  by  the  Governments  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
and  Connecticut  in  New  England. 

"  There  are  also  about  60,000  Acres  of  Land  situated  on  the 
West  Side  of  Connecticut  River  which  were  purchased  by  private 
persons  from  the  G^avernment  of  Connecticut,  to  whom  that  Land 
liad  been  laid  out  by  the  Government  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
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as  an  Equivalent  for  two  or  three  Townships  which  the  Massa- 
chEsetts  Bay  purchased  from  Connecticut  Government.  This 
Tract  of  Land  by  the  Determination  of  tlie  Boundary  Line  in 
1738,  is  become  a  pai't  of  New  Hampshire,  but  the  proprietors 
of  it  ai'e  subject  to  no  conditions  of  Improvement,  and  the  Land 
lies  waste  and  uncultivated." 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  TO  THE  AGENT 
OF  THE  PROVINCE  OP  NEW  YORK. 

Whitehall  Decern''  22^  1752, 
Sir 

I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Planta- 
tions to  send  you  the  Inclosed  Extract  of  M.'  Wentworth's  Letter 
to  their  Lordships  containing  his  Proposal  for  running  a  Boundary 
Line  between  the  Provinces  of  New  York  k  New  Hampsliire  & 
to  de'sire  that  you  ivould  transmit  the  same  to  your  Constituenla 
by  the  first  Opportunity,  that  their  Lordships  may  be  informed 
of  their  sentiments  upon  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
1  am,  Sir 

Your  most  humble  servant 

Tho»    Hill. 
Robert  Charles  Esq'  Agent  for  I 
the  Province  of  New  York     j 

[Enclosure.] 

Copy  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Benning  Wentworth  Esq^ 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  to  the  Board  of  Trad© 
Dated  23'i  of  March  175011 

As  the  Extent  of  the  Western  &  Northern  Boundary  of  New- 
Hampshire  entirely  depends  on  His  Majesty's  Pleasure,  I  need 
only  inform  your  Lordships  that  Commissioners  from  the  Grown 
have-settled  the  Boundary  between  New  York  and  Connecticut 
at  twenty  miles  East  of  Hudsons  River.  The  Massachusetts 
Bay  have  allowed  the  Government  of  New  York  to  extend  their 
Claim  also  twenty  miles  East  of  Hudsons  Eiver,  and  have 
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carried  on  tlicir  Settlements  in  Coiiibrmity  thereunto.  One 
Banesslaer  claims  twenty  foiir  miles  square  on  the  East,  & 
twenty  four  miles  square  on  tlie  West  side  of  Hndsons  Eiver, 
a  Tract  of  Land  sufficient  for  thirty  two  Townships  of  sit 
Miles  Square  each  &  comprehends  more  good  Land,  than  any 
other  subject  in  His  Majesty's  Dominions,  but  Eenesslaer  has 
not  thought  fit  to  contend  with  tli*  Massachusetts  for  tlie  four 
miles,  presuming  it  will  be  His  Majesty's  Pleasure,  that  a  North 
fe  South  Line  should  divide  both  the  Massachusets  and  New 
Hampshire  from  the  Government  of  New.  York.  I  have  extended 
the  Western  Boundary  of  New  Hampshire  as  far  West  as  tlie 
Massachusets  have  done  theirs,  that  is,  within  twenty  Miles  oi* 
Hudsons  River.  It  will  also  be  for  the  Peace  and  Benefit  6t 
both  Governments,  if  it  should  be  His  Majesty's  Pleasure  to 
determine  the  Northern  as  well  as  tlie  Eastern  Boundary  of  New 
York,  that  it  may  be  ascertained  how  many  Miles  North  of  tlifi 
City  of  Albany  that  Government  extends,  as  it  will  in  its  Nor- 
thern &  Eastern  Boundary  interfere  with  the  Western  Boundary 
of  New  Hampshire  which  will  keep  both  Governments  from 
extending  their  Settlements  beyond  their  own  Boundaries,  &  be 
easily  submitted  to  before  the  Inhabitants  have  improved  the 
Lands  in  virtue  of  Grants  from  either  Government. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  inform  your  Lordships  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  New  York  was  founded  on  a  Grant  made  by  the 
Ctown  to  the  Dnke  of  York,  &  that  it  was  to  commence  at  the 
ISea,  and  run  sixty  miles  North  into  the  Country,  which  Line 
will  cross  Hudson's  River  about  twenty  Miles  South  of  the  city 
of  Albany. 


(Endoi-sed)    23'1  March  175011    Extract  of  a  Letter  from 
Govt  Wefltworth  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
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KEPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Honorable  James  Delancey  Esq'  liis  majesty's  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of 
New  York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in,  America, 
The  Representation  of  the  Committee  of  his  Majesty's  Council 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  Eastern  Boundaries  of  the  said  province. 
May  it  please  your  Honour 

Among  the  Papers  laid  before  us  relative  to  the  dispute 
between  this  Government  and  the  Provinces  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Massauchets  Bay  touching  their  Extent  of  Boundary  We 
find,  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wentworth  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  dated  the  23>i  of  March  175011  containing  a 
Proposal  for  selling  a  Partition  Line  between  New  York  and 
New  Hampshire  Wliich  Extract  together  with  a  Letter  from  the 
agent  ibr  this  Colony  and  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  our  Agent  were  some  time  since 
transmitted  to  M^  Clinton  late  Governor  of  this  province  that 
their  Lordships  might  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  this 
Government  thereupon  On  which  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent to  your  Honour. 

That  on  the  3-1  day  of  Aprill  1750,  Governour  Clinton  Laid 
before  the  Council]  of  this  province  a  Letter  from  Govemoui 
Wentworth,  desireing  information  liow  far  nortli  of  Albany  this 
province  extends,  and  liow  many  miles  to  the  Eastward  of  Hud- 
eon's  Rlver,'To  t1ie  Northward  of  the  Tilassachusetts  Line  ;  tliat 
he  might  Govern  himself  accordingly  in  the  Grants  he  was  to 
malie  in  New  Hampshire  and  that  the  Council!  of  this  province 
then  advised  Governour  Clinton  ;  To  acquaint  Governour  Went- 
worth in  answer  to  his  said  Letter,  that  this  province  is  bounded 
Eastward  By  Connecticut  river ;  the  Letters  Patent  from  King 
C]iarles  the  Second  to  the  Duke  of  York,  Expressly  granting  all 
tlie  lands  from  tlie  West  side  of  Connecticut  river,  to  tlie  East 
side  of  Delaware  Bay. 

That  on  the  fifth  of  June  1750  Governour  Clinton  Laid  before 
the  Councill  of  this  province  a  Letter  from  Governour  Went- 
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wos-tli  of  Aprill  25"|,  owning  tlie  receipt  of  Goveraour  Clinton's 
Letter,  with  tlie  said  opinion  of  the  Council],  which  he  declares 
would  liave  been  satisfactory,  had  not  the  two  Charter  Govern- 
ments of  Connecticut  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  extended  their 
Bounds  many  miles  to  the  westwai-d  of  the  said  river ;  and 
requesting  to  Be  informed  by  what  Authority  Connecticut  aad 
the  Massachusetts  Governments  claimed  so  far  to  the  Westward ; 
Wliereupon  the  Councill  advised  Governour  Clinton  to  acquaint 
Governour  Wentworth,  that  tlie  claim  of  the  Government  of 
Connecticut  was  founded  on  an  Agreement  with  this  Govern- 
ment, ill  or  about  the  yeai- 1684,  afterwards  confirmed  By  King 
William ;  But  that  as  to  the  Massachusetts  Settlements  so  far  to 
the  Westward,  it  was  presumed  they  were  first  made  By  Intru- 
sion, and  since  continued  thro'  the  Neglect  of  tliis  Government. 

Tiiat  on  tlie  24"'  day  of  July  1750  Governour  Clinton  Laid 
before  the  Councill  of  this  province  a  Letter  fi'om  Governour 
Wentworth  of  the  22''  of  June,  advising  be  had  Communicated 
Governour  Clinton's  Letter,  with  the  Said  Last  opinion  of  the 
Councill  of  this  province,  to  his  Majesty's  Councill  of  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Hampshire  who  were  of  opinion  and  aldvised,  that 
he  should  on  the  part  of  New  Hampshire,  make  a  Representation 
of  the  matter  to  his  Majesty  :  Relying  that  Governour  Clinton 
would  do  the  same  on  the  part  of  New  York.  On  which  the 
Councill  of  this  province  advised  Governor  Clinton,  To  malie  a 
Representation  to  his  Majesty  on  the  part  of  this  province,  and. 
To  acquaint  Goveniour  Wentworth  with  such  bis  Intentions,  and 
that  it  would  be  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  Botli  Governments, 
if  they  exchange  Coppys  of  each  others  Representation  To  his 
Majesty  on  that  bead  ;  and  thereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  coppys 
of  all  Letters  and  papers  Irately  passed  between  Governour 
Clinton  and  Governour  Wentworth,  relating  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Two  Governments,  and  a  Coppy  of  tliat  order  should  be 
forthwith  prepared  and  delivered  To  bis  Majesty's  then  Attorney 
General  of  this  province,  to  prepare  and  Lay  Before  Gov'  Clin- 
ton a  proper  State  of  the  case  with  all  Convenient  Speed. 

That  Governour  Wentworth  by  his  Letter  to  Governour  Clin- 
ton of  September  2''  1750  Expresses  himself  in  these  words 
"  Sir  upon  my  Laying  your  favour  of  the  25*ii  July  Before  bis 
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"  Majesty's  Coanci)],  it  wasAd  vised  agreeable  To  j^our  pmposal; 
"  tliat  Exchanges  of  tbe  Representations  made  Botli  By  Tom- 
"Excellency  and  myself,  To  his  Majesty  for  Determining  The 
f  Boundarys  Between  his  Two  Governments,  might  Contribute 
"  to  the  Speedy  Settlement  thereof,  and  witliout  Expence  on 
"Either  side.  I  shall  therefore  as  soon  as  mine  is  perfect  ed  Trans- 
^' mitt  you  an  aidheniick  Coppy  thereof,  and  shall  Iiideavour  To 
"  make  it  as  short  and  plain  as  the  Nature  and  Circumstances  of 
"  the  case  will  admit."  Upon  which  Letter  we  beg  leave  to 
observe  that  we  are  well  assured  no  coppy  of  any  Repi-esenta- 
tion  by  Governonr  Wentjvortli  on  that  matter  ever  came  To 
Governour  Clintons  hands,  untiil  we  received  the  abovemen- 
tioned  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  M'  Wentworth  to  tlie  Board  of 
Trade  the  date  of  which  is  Less  tliaii  Seven  months  after  Govern- 
our Wentworths  promise  in  his  Letter  to  Governour  Clinton  last 
mentioned  and  we  have  the  more  reason  to  Believe  that  no 
Coppy  of  that  Representation  was  sent  by  Governour  Went- 
worth To  Governour^  Clinton,  Because  no  mention  is  therein 
made  of  its  being  So  Communicated, 

That  in  pursuance  of  tiie  Order  of  tlie  24*''  of  July  1750  the 
Then  Attorney  Generiill  of  tiiis  province  prepared  and  delivered 
a  Representation  to  Governour  Clmton  Concerning  the  Eastern 
Boundarys  of  this  province  which  was  read  in  Councill  the  SO"" 
day  of  September  1750  and  Referred  To  a  Committee  of  the 
Councill  or  any  tliree  of  tliejn  to  consider  : 

That  on  the  IS""  of  October  1751  tiie  Committee  to  whom  the 
Said  Representation  was  Referred,  Reported  to  Governour  Clinton 
and  Councill  their  approbation  thereof,  and  it  was  then  approved 
of  in  Councill  and  Ordered  To  Be  Entered  in  the  minutes 
thereof  Togetlier  with  a  Letter  from  the  Surveyor  General!  of 
this  Province  on  the  same  subject  .which  were  both  entered  on 
tlie  minutes  of  the  Councill  accordingly. 

We  now  Beg  Leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  Governour 
Wentworth's  Letter  to  tlie  Board  of  Trade  which  (liad  he  Com- 
plyed  with  his  promise  made  in  his  Letter  of  September  2^ 
1750)  might  probably  have  Been  Rendered  needless  To  have 
Been  Considered  by  the  Board  of  Ti'ade  r  for  this- Government 
would  thereby  have  had  an  opportunity  of  setting  him  right,  in 
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Sundry  matters  in  which  we- shall  Remark  lie  was  inistaken  by 
his  said  Representation. 

1=1  Tlio'  the  Eiistern  Bountlavys  of  this  province  and  the 
Western  Bouudaiys  of  New  Hampshire  so  far  as  thej'  Bound 
on  one  another  (Being  Botli  under  his  Majesty's  ioimediate 
govei'mnent)  intirely  depend  on  liis  Majesty's  pleasure,  Yet  as 
the  Eastern  Boundary  of  tliis  Province,  was  by  the  Grant  of 
King  Charles  the  Second  to  the  Duke  of  Yorlc,  1C63-4,  fixed  at 
Connecticut  river,  now  neai-  ninety  year  ago',  where  it  has  ever 
since  remained  So  far  as  Concerns  New  Hampsliire,  we  humbly 
Conceive  that  his  Majesty  will  make  no' alteration  of  tlie  Bounds 
therof  without  suificient  Reasons,  ajid  we  know  not  of  any,  nor 
has  GovernourWentworth  pointed  out  any,  But  sundry  Reasons 
appear  against  any  a]teration,  wliich  ai'e  particu]ai-]y  Set  forth  in 
the  Surveyor  Geueralls  Letter  Entered  in  the  minutes  of  Coun- 
cillof  OcflS,  1751. 

Z'^iy  Governour  Wentworth  is  pleased  To  Say  that,  "  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  have  allowed  the  Government  of  New  York 
To  extend  their  Claim  also  Twenty  miles  East  of  Hudson's 
River."  On  which  we  observe  that  this  is  a  Very  new  kind  of 
Title  that  Governour  Wentworth  says  his  Majesty  has  to  a  great 
part  of  tliis  his  province  the  allowance  of  his  Subjects  of  ike 
Massachusetts  Bay,  We  apprehend  that  no  good  Title  can  be 
within  his  Majestys  Dominions  But  under  valid  Grants  of  the 
Crown,  and  know  of  no  valid  Gcrant  that  Mnssackusetts  Bay  have 
to  any  Soil  or  Jurisdiction  west  of  Connecticut  River,  and  that 
they  have  none  appears  in  a  Strong  Light  by  a  Report  approved 
in  the  Councill  of  this  province  on  the  20'''  of  ffebruary  Last 
(ivhich  contains  the  subfance  of  and  more  than  the  Attorney 
Generals  Representation  before  mentioned)  wliich  has  heen 
Communicated  to  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
andTo  which  no  direct  answer  has  as  yet  Been  given,  the  again 
and  again  requested. 

3aiy  We  think  that  Governour  Wentworth  has  Been  greatly 
misinformed  as  to  the  Manor  of  Renselaerswyck,  By  his  suggest- 
ing tliat  it  is  claimed  By  one  person,  whereas  great  numbers  of 
persons  are  oivners  of  lands  within  it  and  tlie  wliole  city  of 
Albany  Situated  within  the  Boundaries  of  it, 
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Again. 

We  know  of  no  such  Extent  of  Land  witiiin  this  province 
tliat  lias  so  mucli  bad  land  iu  it  as  the  Manor  of  Eenselaei'swyck. 
Also  the  principal  owner  of  that  Manor  Rmselaerswyck  is  an 
Infeut  and  unable  to  contend  with  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay,  But 
his  Guaitiian  hatli  Lately  petitioned  the  Legislature  of  this 
proviuee  against  the  Incroachments  Both  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  New  Hampshire  on  liis  pnpills  Estate. 

4*1)'  Govei'nour  WentwortJi  is  pleased  to  express  himself 
thus, "  presuming  it  will  Be  liis  Majesty's  pleasure  that  a  North 
and  South  line  should  divide  both  the  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampsliire  from  the  Government  of  New- York"  On  which  we 
ObseiTe  that  had-Governour  Wentworth  been  Informed,  as  We 
Believe  tiie  Truth  is,  that  a  North  and  South  Line  from  the 
Northwest  Corner  of  Connecticut  Colony  would  have  Crossed 
Hudson's  River,  some  miles  Southward  or  Below  the  City  of 
Albany,  Hnd  would  Leave  that  City,  and  a  great  part  of  Hudson's 
River,  To  the  Eastward  of  that  Line,  he  could  liave  had  no 
reason  for  advancing  that  Pi-esumption,  and  the  rather,  had  he 
Been  informed,  as  the  fact  Is,  that  the  Dutch  Settled  Albany  by 
the  name  of  ffort  Orange  and  had  a  ifort  and  Garrison  there 
about  140  yearsagoe,raany  years  before  the  Grant  to  the  Council! 
of  Plymouth  under  wluch  the  Massachusetts  Bay  had  tlieir  first 
Claim. 

5">iy  Governour  Wentworth  is  pleased  to  Say.  "I  have 
"  extended  the  Western  Boundary  of  New  Hampshire  as  far  West 
"as  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay  have  done  theirs,  that  is  within, 
"  Twenty  miles  of  Hudson's  River"  On  which  we  Beg  Leave  to 
observe  tJiat  his  liaving  done  so,  after  Being  informed  of  the 
Boundary's  of  this  province  by  the  Minute  of  Councill  of  the  3^ 
of  April  1750  before  mentioned,  and  by  the  Minute  of  June  5"' 
1750  that  the  Massachusetts  Settlements  Westwai'd  of  those 
Boundarys,  were  made  By  Intrusion,  is  very  Extraordinary  ': 
and  we  are  further  of  Opinion  that  the  Intrusions  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  witliiu  tliis  province,  Could  be  no  good  reason 
for  Governour  Wentworth  to  Committ  the  Like. 

6'i'iy  We  apprehend  that  New  Hampshire  has  no  concern  with 
the  Northern  Boundarys  of  New  York  Because  we  Conceive  that 
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the  North  Two  degrees  "West  line,  the  Eastern  Boundary  of  New 
Hampshire  will  (11'  M'  Pople's  Large  Inap  be  right)  Intersect 
Connecticut  River,  the  Eastern  Boundary  of  this  province ;  and 
if  so,  then  New  Hampshire  is  bouuded  to  the  West  and  North 
By  Connecticut  River. 

7tiii)'  Governour  Wentworth  has  been  j^reatly  misinformed, 
Concerning  the  patents  made  by  the  Crown,  To  the  Duke  of  York. 
Viz.  of  March  IS'"  1G6314  and  June  29""  1674  Both  which  do 
grant  to  him  in  ffee,  "  All  that  Island  or  Islands  Commonly  called 
"  by  the  several  name  or  names  of  Matowacks  or  Long  Island, 
"  Situate  and  being  towards  the  West  of  Cape  Codd,  and  the 
"  Narrow  Higgansettes  abutting  upon  the  Main  Land  Between 
"  the  Two  rivers  there  called  or  known  By  the  several  names  of 
"  Connecticut  and  Hudson's  River  Together  also  with  the  said 
"  River  Called  Hudson's  river  and  all  the  Land  from  the  West 
"  side  of  Connecticut  River  to  the  East  Side  of  Delaware  Bay," 
and  there  is  nothing  in  either  of  those  patents  (which  are  all 
we  ever  heai-d  of)  that  Could  give  the  Least  Colour  or  Ground, 
for  Governour  WentworLh's  suggestion  that  the  Dukes  Grant 
Commences  at  the  Sea,  and  runs  only  sixty  miles  North  into  the 
Coimtry:  and  was  that  Grant  such  as.M''  Wentworth  imagines  it 
to  be  the  North  Bounds  of  it  would  Cross  Hudson's  River  above 
100  miles  South  of  or  Below  Albany  instead  of  Twenty,  as  he 
supposes;  for  Albany  is  150  miles  distant  from  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  New  York  about  20  miles  from  the  Sea. 

Upon  the  whole  Sir,  We  humbly  Conceive  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary that  this  Representation  and  Copies  of  the  necessary  Papers 
referred  to  therein  should  he  laid  before  the  Lords  Commission- 
ei'S  for  Trade  and  Plantations  that  their  Lordships  may  be  in- 
formed of  the  objections  which  we  conceive  may  with  good 
Reason  be  made  to  the  Line  Gouvernour  Wentworth  points  out 
to  be  fixed  as  the  Division  Line  between  this  and  the  province 
of  New  Hampshire  Which  Papers  together  with  this  Representa- 
tion we  present  to  your  Honour  and  humbly  pray  you  will  be 
pleased  to  ti'ansmit  the  Same  to  tlieir  Lordships. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee  John  Chambers  Chairman 
By  Order  of  the  Commissioners  Paul  Eichaed  Cliairman 
City  of  New  York  W^:  November  1753 
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C"'  June.  Read  In  Council  and  approved  of  and  tlie  Council 
advised  liis  Honour  to  transmit  the  same  to  tlie  Board  of  Trade 
as  desired. 


PROCLAMATION   FOR  THE   SETTLEMENT  OF   LAND 
BETWEEN  FORT  EDWAUD  &  LAKE  GEORGE. 


By  tlie  Hono'''^  James  De  Lancey  Esq' 
His  Majesty's  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the 
Piovince  of  New  York  and  the  Territories 
depending  thereon  in  America. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Wheeeas  from  the  Success  of  HIsMajesty'sArms,in  the  Reduc- 
tion of  the  important  Fortresses  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Pointj 
and  the  very  Strong  Works  erecting  at  the  latter,  the  whole 
Country  along  Hudson's  River  down  to  Albany,  will  for  the  future 
be  so  effectually  covered  and  secured  from  the  Ravages  of  the 
Enemy,  that  the  Inhabitants  may  return  to  their  Settlements  and 
abide  there  with  Safety  to  their  Persons  Families  and  Estates;  in 
confidence  of  Which,  many  have  already  returned  to  their  Habi- 
tations. And  Whereas  the  Forti-ess  now  erecting  at  Crown 
Point,  Is  iu  great  forwardness,  and  His  Excellency  Major  Gene- 
ral Amherst  hath  assured  rae,  that  he  is  determined  it  shall  be 
BO  far  finished  before  t!ie  Troops  go  into  Winter  Quarters,  as  to 
answer  the  Purpose  of  covering  and  protecting  the  Country:  and 
as  an  Encouragement  to  Settlers,  he  lias  desii'ed  I  would  make 
known,  that  those  who  with  the  leave  of  this  Government  shall 
now  choose  to  go  and  settle  between  Lake  George  and  Fort 
Edward,  will  there  find,  three  Several  Spotts  of  cleared  Ground, 
two  of  tliem  capable  of  containing  half  a  dozen  Families  each, 
and  the  otlier  not  less  than  twelve:  On  which  shall  be  leit  stand- 
ing for  their  Convenience  the  Wooden  Hutts  and  Coverings  of 
the  Troops  that  have  been  posted  there  since  the  Beginning  of 
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the  Ciiinpaigii,  wliicli  from  the  Footing  wo  have  now  at  Crottn 
Point,  will  be  no  longer  necessary,  and  will  be  evacuated  and 
left  for  the  use  of  those  who  shall  become  Settlers.  The  first  of 
the  said  Spotts  is  situated  four  miles  above  Fort  Edward;  The 
Second  at  tlie  Half  way  Brookj  and  the  otiier  three  miles  from 
Lake  George.  The  SoO  good  and  capable  of  Improvement,  and 
all  three  well  watered.  The  Halfway  Brook  being  the  Spott 
sufficient  for  a  dozen  Families.  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  by 
and  with  the  Advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council  to  issue  this  Pro- 
clamation, Hereby  inviting  the  Inhabitants  who  formerly  aban- 
doned their  Dwellings  to  return  to  tlieir  Settlements,  and  improve 
the  advantages  offered  to  them  under  tiie  Protection  and  Cover 
of  the  important  Posts  and  Strong  Portresses  above  mentioned. 
And  as  an  iadncement  to  such  as  shall  be  inclined  to  settle  on 
any  or  either  of  the  three  Spotts  of  Ground  above  described:  I 
do  hereby  promise  his  Majesty's  Grant  thereof  to  any  Persona 
who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  on  condition  of  immediate  settle- 
ment thereof  in  the  form  of  a  Township,  with  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  Woodland  adjoining  for  that  purpose;  and  that  I  will  use  my 
Endeavours  to  obtain  for  the  Grantees  an  Exemption  from  the 
Payment  of  Quit  Bent  for  such  a  number  of  yeai'S  as  his  Majesty 
shall  be  pleased  to  indulge  tlierein. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Port  George  in 
the  City  of  New  York  the  twenty rflrst  day  of  September  1759  in 
the  thirty-third  year  of -the  Eeign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and 
Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth 

James  De  Lakcey. 

Ey  His  Honour's  Command 

Gw.  Banyar  T>  Sccry 
God  Save  the  King. 

Province  of  New  York  ss:  Alexander  McCIain  of  the  City  of 
New  York  Merchant — maketh  Oath  that  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember last  in  his  return  from  Canada,  He  made  a  short  stay  at 
Crown  Point  and  there  saw  a  considerable  number  of  persons 
about  five  or  six  among  which  wei-e  two  Gentlemen  said  to  be 
principal  men  in  New  Hampshire  Government,  and  representa- 
tives in  that  General  Assembly  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  tliat 
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£lie  rest  of  the  Persons  with  tliem  were  also  (as  was  said)  of  that 
Colony,  that  these  Persons  declared  that  they  came  thither  to 
Lay  out  Lands,  and  a  ]nan  that  appeared  to  be  a  principal  person 
among  tliem  Declared  that  Crown  point  was  in  their  Govem- 
mentj  the  reason  of  his  speaking  it  was  a  Dispute  about  the  value 
of  New  Hampshire  money  which  lie  said  ought  to  pass  for  as 
much  there  as  nearer  home  the  Company  also  said  that  they 
were  Laying  out  Lands  ou  the  East  of  Lake  Champlain,  and 
farther  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

Alex"  McLeans. 
Sworn  this  15'"  March  1763  ) 

before  me  W"  Smith  ) 

(Endorsed)    le'i"  March,  1763.    Read  in  Council. 


PKOCLAMATION  DECLARING  THE  CONNECTICUT  EIYER 

TO   BE   THE   EAST   BOUNDS   OF    THE  PROVINCE  OF   NEW    YORK. 

By  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Golden,  Esq;  His  Majesty's 
1-ieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  New-York,  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whekeas  King  Charles  the  Second,  by  his  several  Letters 
Patent  bearing  Date  the  12th  Day  of  March,  1663-4,  and  the 
29th  June,  1674,  did  give  and  grant  in  Fee,  unto  his  Brother, 
James  Duke  of  York,  certain  Lands,  of  which  the  Province  of 
JVew-York  is  a  Part;  containing,  among  other  Tracts,  "All  that 
Island  or  Islands,  commonly  called  by  the  several  Name  or 
iinmes  of  Matowacks,  or  Long-Island,  situate  and  being  towards 
the  West  of  Cape-Cod,  and  the  JVurrowi  Higganscils_  abutting 
upon  tlie  main  Land  between  the  two  Rivers  there  called  or 
known  by  the  several  Nanies  of  Connecticut  and  Hudson's  River. 
Together  also  with  the  said  River,  called  Hadson^s  River,  and 
ill  the  Land  from  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  Rimr,  to  the 
East  Side  of  Delaware-Bay." 
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And  i\liereas  tlie  Goi^einmciit  of  JVew-IJamjishire,  by  tlie 
Letters  Patent  of  his  late  Majesty,  given  at  W/diehall,  the  third 
Dny  of  July,. 17-11,  is  de,stTibed  in  the  Words  following  ;  "Our 
Province  of  J^ew-Hampshire,  witliin  Our  Dominions  of  JVoo- 
England  in  Jimerica,  bounded  on  the  South  Side  by  a  similar 
Curve  Line,  pursuing  the  Course  of  Merrimac  River,  at  three 
Miles  Distance  on  tlie  North  Side  thereof;  beginning  at  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  ending  at  a  Point  due  North  of  a  Place 
called  Puutucket  Falls  ;  and  by  a  straight  Line  drawn  from 
thence  due  West  cross  the  said  Riverj  till  it  meets  with  our  other 
Gov&mments  ;  and  bounded  on  the  Soutli  Side  by  a  Line  passing 
up  through  the  Mouth  of  Piscalaqua  Harbour,  and  up  the  Mid- 
dle of  the  River  to  the  River  of  Kewichwannock,  Part  of  which 
is  now  called  Salmon  Falls,  and  through  the  Middle  of  the  same 
to  the  furthest  Head  thereof ;  and  Irom  thence  North  two  Degrees 
Westerly,  until  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Miles  be  finished  from 
the  Mouth  of  Piscataqua  Harbour  aibresaid,  or  until  it  meets 
with  our  other  Governments." 

And  whereas  it  manifestly  appears  by  the  several  Grants  or 
Letters  Patent  above  recited,  that  the  Province  of  J^ew-York  is 
bounded  to  the  Eastward  by  the  River  Connecticut :  .That  the 
Province  of  JVew-Hampshire,  being  expressly  limited  in  its 
Extent  Westioard  and  JVorthward  by  His  Majesty's  other 
Governments,  is  confined  to  the  same  River  as  to  its  Western 
Boundary  ;  and  that  the  said  Government  of  J^ew-Hampshire  is 
not  intituled  to  Jurisdiction  Westward,  beyond  the  Limits  of  that 
River. 

And  whereas  the  said  Government  of  JVew-Hampshiref  tho' 
fully  apprized  of  the  Right  of  this  Government,  under  the  Letters 
Patent  albrementioned  to  the  Dnke  of  York  ;  and  sensible  also 
that  his  Majesty  had  not  been  pleased  to  establish  other  Bounda- 
ries between  his  said  two  Provinces,  hath  granted  Lands  West- 
ward of  Ctmneclicut  River,  within  tlie  Limits  and  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Government  of  JVew-  York;  in  Virtue  whereof,  sundry  Persons, 
ignorant  that  they  could  not  derive  a  legal  Title  under  such 
Grants,  have  attempted  the  Settlement  of  the  Lands  included 
therein,  and  have  actually  possessed  themselves  of  Soil  before 
granted  within  tliis  Province  j  while  others  claiming  under  the 
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said  Government  of  Kew-HampsMrc,  have  eiideavorctl  to  impose 
on  the  luliabitaiits  here,  by  offering  to  Sale,  at  a  low  Rate,  whole 
Townships  of  Six  Miles  Sijuare,  lately  gvanted  hj  the  said 
Government  Westwai'd  of  Connecticut  River-. 

To  prevent  therefore  the.Incautious  from  becoming  Purchasers 
of  the  Lmids  so  granted ;  to  assert  the  Eights,  and  fully  to 
maintain  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  this  His  Majesty's 
Province  of  Jfew-York;  I  have  thought  fit,  ■vvitli  tlie  Advice  of 
His  Majesty's  Council,  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  com- 
manding and  requiring  all  Judges,  Justices,  and  otlnJr  Civil 
Officers  witliin  the  same,  to  continue  to  exercise  Jurisdiction  in 
their  respective  Functions,  as  far  as  to  the  Banlcs  of  Connecticut 
Eiver,  tlie  undoubted  Eastern  Limits  of  that  Part  of  the  Province 
of  J^ew-  York,  notwithstanding  any  Contrariety  of  Jurisdiction 
claimed  by  the  Government  of  JVew-Hampshire,  or  aiiy  Grants  of 
Land  "Westward  of  that  River,  made  by  tlie  said  Government. 
AND  1  DO  hereby  enjoui  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Alhanyy  to  return  to  me  or  tlie  Commander  in  Ohiel',  the  Names 
of  all  and  every  Person  and  Pei-sons,  wlio  under  the  Grants  of 
the  Goverament  of  J^'ew-Hamps/drCf  do  or  shall  liold  tiie  Posses- 
sion of  any  Lands  Westward  of  Cmneciicul  River ,  that  they  may 
be  proceeded  against  according  to  Law. 

GIVEN  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at  Fort-George,in 
the  City  of  New-Tork,  tlie  Twenty-eighth  Day  of  December, 
1763,  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 
By  liis  Honour's  Command,  Cadwali-adeii  Colden. 

Gw.  Banyar,  Dep.  Secry, 
God  save  the  King. 


LT.  GOT.  COLDEN  TO  THE  BOARD  OE  TRADE. 

New  York  SOtii  Jany  1764. 
My  Lords 

The  Dispute  subsisting  between  this  and  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment of  New  Hampshire  respecting  their  Boundary  obliges  me 
to  lay  the  State  of  tliis  Matter  before  your  Lordships. 


jyGoo»^lc 


INTS.  GCl 

In  April  1750  Governor  Clinton  communicafed  to  the  Council 
a  Letter  of  the  l?""  Noyr  from  M'  Wentworth  Governor  of  Kew 
Hampshire,  representing  that  he  had  it  in  Command  from  his 
Majesty  to  make  Grants  of  the  unimproved  Lands  in  Keiv 
Hampshire,  and  Desiring  Information  how  far  Nortli  of  Albany 
this  Province  extended,  and  how  many  miles  to  the  Eastward 
of  Hudson's  River,  to  the  Northwai-d  of  the  Massachusetts  Line, 
that  he.might  govern  himself  accordmgly — As  also  an  Extract 
of  his  Majesty's  Commission  to  M''  Wentworth,  describing  the 
Boundaries  of  that  Governm'  By  the  Advice  of  the  Council,  M' 
Clinton  informed  Mf  Wentworth,  in  Answer  to  his  Request, 
That  this  Province  is  bounded  Eastward  by  Connecticut  River, 
the  Letters  Patent  from.  King  Charles  the  Second  to  the  Duke 
of  York  expressly  granting  "AH  the  Lands  from  the  West  side 
of  Connecticut  River  to  the  East  side  of  Delaware  Bay." 

M''  Wentworth  in  his  Answer  of  the  35"i  April,  says  that  lie 
had  Communicated  to  his  Majesty's  Council  of  that  Government, 
the  above  opinion  of  the  Council  of  the  Province,  which  he 
declares  would  liave  been  satisfe.ctory  had  not  the  two  Charter 
Governments  of  Connecticut  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay  extended 
their- Bounds  many  miles  to  the  Westward  of  Coijiiecticut  River, 
and  desired  to  be  informed  by  what  Authority  Connecticut  and 
the  Massachusets  Governments  claimed  so  tar  to  the  Westward 
as  they  had  settled;  and  acquainted  Governor  Clinton,  that 
before  the  Receit  of  his  Letter  of  the  9'i>  of  April,  he  had  Granted 
a  Township  due  North  of  the  Massachusits  Line,  of  the  Contents 
of  six  miles  square,  and  by  Measurement  Twenty  four  miles 
East  of  the  city  of  Albany— Upon  Governor  CUnton's  laying  this 
Letter  before  the  Council,  they  advised  him  to  Inform  Governor 
Wentworth,  That  the  Claim  of  the  Government  of  Connecticut  is 
founded  upon  an  A^eement  with  that  of  New  York  in  the  year 
1683,  afterward  confirmed  by  King  William— But  that  as  to  the 
Massachusits  Settlement  so  far  to  the  Westward,  it  was  presumed 
they  were  first  made  by  Intrusion,  and  since  continued  thro' 
the  Neglect  of  this  Government— And  that  it  was  probable  the 
Lands  within  the  Township  he  had  lately  granted,  or  some  part 
of  them  had  been  already  granted  by  the  Government  of  New 
York. 

Vol.  IV.  30 
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In  July  1750,  My  WentwortU's  Letter  of  the  22^  June  preceed- 
iiig  was  laid  before  the  .Council,  -declaring  that  his .  Miijesty's 
Council  of  that  Province  were  unanimously  of ,  opinion  not  to 
commence  a  Dispute  with  this  Qovernnient  .respecting  tlie 
Extent  of  Western  Boundary  to  New  Hampshire,  -until  his  Majes- 
ty's pleasure  sh,puld  be  further  known,  and  acco,rdingIy  the 
Council  had  advised  tliat  he  should  on  the  part  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, make  a  Eepresentation  qf  the  Matter  to  hlg  Majesty,  rely- 
ing that  M'  Canton  would  do  .the  same  on  the  part  of  New  York 
To  which  proposal  this  Government  agreed ;.  adding  that  it 
would  be  a  Measure  for  the  Mutual  advantage  of  both  Provinces, 
that  the  Copies  of  the  respective  Representations  to  be  made  to 
his  Majesty  on  this  Head  should  be  exchanged. 

On  the  2^  Septesmbei-  M'  Wentworth  signifyed  tlje  Assent  of 
his  Government  to  the  last  mentioned  proposal,  as  it  might  con- 
tribute to  the  Speedy  Settlement  of  the  Eoundaiy  between  the 
two  Provinces  and  assured  M^  Clinton  that  he  wottld  Transmit 
to  him  a  Copy  of  the  Representation  he  should  make  in  behalf 
of  New  Hampshire  as  soon  as  perfected. 

I  find  the  Eepresentation  on  the  part  of  New  York  vf'as 
not  approved  of  by  the  Council  until  the  I8"J,of  October  1751, 
when  it  was  entered  on  the  Minutes  together  with  a  letter  of 
mine  on  Jhe  same  Subjectj  But  before  this  period  M''  Went 
worth  had  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  .of  the  33^  March 
175011  suggested  to  their  Lordships  what  he  thought  proper 
to  urge  on  this  Subject  in  behalf  of  his  own  Government,  with- 
out Transmitting  any  Copy  thereof,  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Thus  the  Matter  rested,  according  to  my  Information,  until 
tlie  Iflcursions  of  (.he  Indians  into  this  Province,  immediately 
preceding  the  late  War  put  an  intire  slop  to  any  new  Settle- 
ments, and  rendered  botji  Governments  less  solicifoug  to  bring 
this  Controversy  to  an  Issue:  the  Government  of  New  York 
confiding  that  New  Hampshire,  aftep  what  has  passed,  would 
not  venture  to  make  any  further  Grants,  until  his  Majesty  should 
be  .pleased  to  Determine  t!^e  Limits  between'  his  two  Provinces 
as  such  Grants,  where  they  might  interfere  with  those  of  New 
York,  must  be  considered  as  a  mere  Nulhty. 

But  how  great  was  the  surprise  of  this  Government,  when 
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they  ktely  Discovered  that  New  Hampshire  had  since  the  Trans- 
actions above  recited',  granted  upwards  of  Thirty,  some  affirm 
one  hundred  and  Sixty  Townships,  Each  six  miles  Square,  West- 
ward of  Connecticut  Eivel-;  a  Facf  which  had  probabJy  been 
still  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  this  Governmentj  had  not 
the  Grantees  or  persons  employed  by  thein  Travelled  tlii'o'  all 
parts  of  this,  and  in  the  Neighbouring  Province  of  New  Jel'sey, 
pnblickly  offering  the  Lands  'to  Sale,  at  such  low  rates,  as  evince 
the  claimants  had  no  Intention  of  becoming  Settlers,  eitlier  front 
Inability,  or  conscious  they  could  derive  no  Title  to  the  Lands 
ander  the  Grants  of  New  Hampshire. 

To  prevent  therefore  the  further  progress  of  this  Mischief,  by 
informing  the  People  of  the  true  State  bf  the  claim  of  the  two 
Provinces — His  Majesty's  Council  unanimously  advised  me  to 
Issue  a  Proclamation  asserting  the  Antient  Jurisdiction  of  this 
Province  to  Connecticut  River,  a  copy  whereof  I  have  the  Honour 
to  Inclose  to  your  Lordships. 

The  claim  of  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  to  within 
Twenty  miles  East  of  Hudson's  River,  b'eihg  founded  solely  on 
the  Example  of  Connecticut  and  the  Mtlssachusits  Bay,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  Consider  the  Right  of  those  t*o  Governments  to 
tliat  Boundary. 

The  Limits  of  Connecticut  were  settled  by  the  Agreement 
with  this  Province  confirmed  by  the  Crown  and  tho'  the  possession 
and  claim  of  t!ie  Dutch,  might  have  been  offered  as  an  argument 
to  confine  the  Limits  of  that  Colony  to  the  River  Connecticut, 
Yet  as  the  Tract  might  thereby  have  been  rendered  iHo  inconsi- 
derable for  thfe  eststblishment  of  a  Colony,  and  tlie  People  had 
so  early  extended  their  settlements  "Weatwdrd  of  the  River,  these 
considerations  probably  wer6  the  niotivfcS  which  Induced  the 
Government  of  New  York  first  in  1664,  and  afterwards  in  1683, 
to  yield  to  Connecticut  the  Lands  Westward,  to  the  distance  of 
about  20  miles  of  Hudson's  River. 

But  no  agreement  or  settlement  of  Boundaries  can  be  alledged 
on  the  part  of  Massachusets  Bay.  The  Dutch  at  the  time  of 
the  Massachusets  first  Grant,  possessed  this  Province,  then 
called  Ne*  Netherland— Extended  their  claim  between  the  two 
Rivers,t)ekware  and  Connecticut,  and  bad  long  before  the  English 
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approached  the  last  mentioned  River,  a  Fort  called  Fort  Hope, 
on  its  Western  Banks  near  where  the  totvn  of  Hiirtford  now 
stands.  These  facta  were  well  known  at  the  time,  a,nd  therefore, 
in  the  Grant  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  in  1620,  of  the  lauds 
within  the  34  and  48  Degrees  of  North  Latitude,  on  which  the 
Claim  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  was  originally 
founded,  all  Lands  which  were  held  or  Possessed  by  any  other 
Christian  Prince  or  Stat«  are  expressly  saved  and  excepted. 
Hence  it  appears  that  the  Grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  1663-4 
of  the  Lands  westward  of  Connecticut  River,  was  certainly 
grounded  on  an  opinion,  that  the  Crown  had  an  absolute  Eight 
to  those  Lands,  notwithstanding  the  claim  of  the  Wew  England 
Colonies  ;  and  that  this  Grant,  which  immediately  preceded  the 
Conquest  of  this  Proiiince  &om  the  Dutch,  was  intended  to 
Include  all  the  Lands  which  the  Dutch  held  here. 

I  have  not  till  lately  seen  an  extractof  a  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Crown  in  1 664  to  visit  the  New  England 
Governments,  who  declare  they  find  "  the  Limits  of  Massachusits 
Bay  to  be  Seconnet  Brook  on  the  South  west,  and  Merimack  River 
on  the  North  East  and  two  Right  Lines  drawn  trom  each  of  those 
two  places  till  they  come  within  Twenty  miles  of  Hudsons  River." 
Nor  au  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Nicholls  Governor  of  New 
York  in  November  1665  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  which  Speaking  of 
the  Agreement  made  with  Connecticut  he  says,  "  this  Determina- 
tion was  a  leading  case,  of  Equal  Justice  and  of  great  good  Conse- 
quence in  all  the  Colonies,  and  therefore  we  were  assured  would  be 
an  acceptable  Service  to  your  Royal  Highness,  though  to  the  Dimi- 
nution of  your  Bounds,  so  that  to  the  East  of  New  York  and  Hud- 
sons River,  nothing  considerable  remains  to  your  Royal  Highness 
except  Long  Island,  and  about  Twenty  miles  &om  any  part  of 
Hudsons  River.  I  look  therefore  upon  all  the  Rest  as  Empty 
Names  aiid  places  possest  forty  years  by  former  Grants,  and  of 
no  consequence  to  your  Royal  Highness  ;  except  all  New  England 
could  be  brought  to  submit  to  your  Royal  Highness's  Patent." 

If  any  Settlement  was  then  made  by  the  Commissioners  and 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  it  appears  not  on  Record,  altho'  that 
with  Connecticut  in  the  same  year,  is  Registered  in  both  Pro- 
vinces— And  if  actually  made,  it  was  unauthorized,  the  Powers 
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to  the  Commissioners  being  expressly  confined  to  the  Disputes 
between  the  New  England  Governments,  Namely — Massachusits 
Bay,  Connecticntj  New  Plymouth,  Rhode  Island  &  the  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  as  evidently  appears  from  the  Commission,  a 
copy  of  which  I  inclose  Tour  Lordships ;  nor  can  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Crown  meant  to  invest  a  Power  in  the  Commiss''^  to 
settle  Boundaries  between  the  Governments  of  New  England 
and  this  Province,  the  Commission  bearing  Date  in  April  1664, 
and  the  conquest  of  this  Government  from  the  Dutch  not  taking 
place  till  the  month  of  August  following — There  is  also  a  Mis- 
take in  the  Assertion,  tliat  the  "  Places  were  Possest  forty  yeares 
by  former  Grants,"  unless  by  the  Dutch — for  the  Englisli  did 
not  settle  to  the  Westward  of  Connecticut  River  till  1635  or 
1636,  which  settlement  was  made  Southward  of  the  Massachu- 
sits soutli  line  without  authority  from  any  Government ;  the 
Determination  then,  in  respect  to  Connecticut  could  not  with 
propriety  he  considered  as  a  Leading  case  of  Equal  Justice  in  all 
the  Colonies ;  nor  could  the  Boundary  of  Connecticut  Rivev, 
have  affected  tlie  other  Governments  so  materially  as  Connecti- 
cut, as  those  Governments  have  a  far  greater  Extent  Eastward 
than  Connecticut.  This  Reasoning  is  Justified  also,  from  the 
Consideration  that  the  Crown  did  not  by  any  act  Ratify  or 
approve  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  or  of  Goveriior 
NichoUs  who  was  one  of  them,-.hut  on  the  contrary,  after  the 
Dutch  had  in  1673  reconquered  tliis  Province,  and  by  the 
Treaty  of  Breda  in  1674  yielded  it  to  England,  made  a  seeoud 
Grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  the  Same ,  Terms  with  the  fii'st. 
And  it  appears  by  the  Minutes  of  the  Agreement  with  Connecticut 
in  1-683  that  Governor  Nicholls  and  the  other  Commissioners 
had  been  deceived  in  the  Line  they  estabhshed  with  that  Colony 
in  1664,  which  instead  of  leaving  to  this  Province  twenty  miles 
East  of  Hudson's  River  soon  cross'd  that  River  and  left  tJie  far 
greatest  part  of  that  River  out  of  New  York  Government. 

Massachusits  Bay  hath  nothing  I  humbly  conceive  to  urge  in 
Support  of  their  claim  to  a  Twenty  Mile  Line,  East  of  Hudson's 
River,  hut  a  possession  gained  in  opposition  to  the  Letter  and 
Spirit  of  their  Grants  from  the  Crown,  thro'  the  Inattention  of 
tliis  Government.    Tliis  argument  may  in  Equity  intitle  Tcdivi- 
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duals  to  a  coiiflrmatjon  froia  thg  Crown  of  the  Lands  they  actu- 
ally possess,  rendering  tp  His  Majesty  the  usual  Quit  Rent 
reserved  in  thiS;  Prflviftce,  biit  cannot  be  offered  as  conclusive 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown  in  respect  to  its  Interests  arising  either 
froin'its  Revenue  of  Quit  Rents,  which  by  computation  at  2|6  p 
100  acres  would  amouufc  to  near  ^1200  sterling  p  annum,  or 
from  Escheats ;  neither  can  it  with  Justice  I  think  be  extended 
to  the  case  of  those  Inhabitants,  of  New.  York,  who  hold  Land 
Eastward  of"  a, Twenty  Mile  Line,  theXands  being  at  the  Time 
thef  obtained,  their.  Grants  vested  in  the  Crown,  within  the 
Express  Limits  6f  the  Province  of  New  York  and  not  within  the 
Grants  on  w:hich,the  Massachusits  Bay. found  their  claim. 

Having  thus  folly  considered  this  point  in  respect  to  the 
Province  of  Massachusits  Bay,  I  need  add  very  little  as  to 
Pffiw  Hampshire.  That  Government  is  to  extend  Westward  and 
Northward  till  it  meets,  with  his  Majesty's  other  Governments, 
and  cannot,  therefore  interfere  with  the  Limits  of.  this  Province. 
The  lands  in  Question  lay  much  more  Convenient  to  be  included 
within  New  York  than  N'ew  Hampshire.  Hudson's  River 
being  navigable  by  Vessels  of  considerable  Burthen  to  Albany, 
the  Trade  of  that  part  of,  the  Country  will  probably  center  there, 
to  which  place  the  Transportation  or  Carriage  will  be  much 
Easier  than  to  tlie  Ports  of  New  Hampshire,  and  where  the 
Inhabitants  are  likely  to  meet  with  a  better  market  for  their 
Produce.  The  Revenue  to  the  Crown,  if  the  lands  are  settled 
under  this  Province,  will  be  greater  than  if  Granted  under  New 
Hampshire,  in  proportion  to  the  Difference  of  Quit  Rent  wliicli 
I  am  Informed  is  l^sterls  p  100  acres  in  that  Province,  and  is 
by  bis  Majesty's  Instructions  fixed  here  at2|6stere  There  is 
ajiother  Ckcumstauce  of  some  Weight  at  this  Juncture.  The 
preference  given  to  this  Government  from  its  Evident  superiority, 
lias  induced  a, great  number  of  Reduced  Officers  to  claim  here 
tlie  Bounty  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  by  bis  Proclamation  of 
the  7''^  October  last,  to,  extend  to  those  who  have  served  in 
North  America  during  the  late  War,  and  many  of  them  have 
located  their  spotts  within  the  claim  of  New'Hampsbire  ;  indeed 
if  they  had  not  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  have ,  found  Lands  enough  for  them,  clear  of  dispute 
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and  not  reserved  to  the  Indians  ;  but  they  absolutely  Recline  avy 
application  to  New  Hampshire  for  lands  Westward  of  Connecti- 
cut Eiver. 

As  the  settling  the  limits  of  Jurisdiction  of  the  govts  of  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire  absolutely  depends  on  his  Majesty's 
Pleasure,  should  his  Majesty,  on  any  Conadeiation  extend  the 
limits  of  New  Hampshire  Westward  of  Connecticut  Eiver,  I 
humbly  presume  to  hope  the  Right  of  Property  and  the  Hlght 
of  Jurisdiction  "will  be  saved  to  this  Proviuce  in  Respect  to  all 
Lands  before  granted  by  this  Govemment  whose  Right  to  the 
Boundary  of  Connecticut  River  especially  when  considered  as  to 
New  Hampshire,  appears  clear  and  u 


LT.  GOV.  COIDEN  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

[Loud-  Doc.  sisvii.] 

New  York  S'h  Feb'  1764 
My  Lords, 

Unformed  your  Lordpps  by  my  letter  of  January  20'h 
that  the  government  of  New  Hampshire  has  lately  made  most 
surprizing  and  extravagant  encroachments  on  tlie  jurisdiction 
of  lauds  of  tils  His  Majesty's  Province;  without,  I  may  truly  say, 
the  least  color  or  plausible  pretence  of  Right.  The  Govern' 
of  New  Hampshire  I  am  told,  has  lately  granted  160  Town- 
ships, of  six  miles  square  each,  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut 
River,  A  man  in  appearance  no  better  than  a  Pedlar,  has  lately 
travelled  through  New  Jersey  and  this  Province,  hawking  and 
selling  his  pretended  Eights  of  30  Townships,  on  triBing  consi- 
derations. The  whole  proceedings  of  the  Govern'  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  this  case,  if  what  is  told  me  be  true,  are  shameful 
and  a  discredit  to  the  King's  authority,  under  which  they  i*ct, 
Tho'  it  be  not  in  my  power  to  be  authentically  informed ,  it  is  in 
your  Lordspp=  for  it  is  evident  from  the  low  price  shares  ai-e  sold 
at,  it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  persons  who  design  to  settle  ami 
impi-ove.  Your  Lordpp'  by  .a  proper  enquiry  may  discover  for 
whose  benefit  these  fraudulent  grants  are  really  made. 
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To  prevent  as  much  as  in  my  power  the  evil  consequences  of 
these  proceedings,  Ihave  by  the  advice  of  his  Ma'ys  Council  of  this 
Prov-"  issued  a  Proclamation  of  which  a  printed  copy  is  inclosed, 
aud  another  in  my  letter  of  Janr  SO'^  to  which  letter  I  beg  leave  to 
reier. 

It  became  the  more  necessary  foi'  me  at  this  time  to  vindicate 
the  right  of  this  Govern'  to-the  lands  because  great  numbers  of 
reduced  Oificers  and  disbanded,  soldiers  who  have  sei-ved  in 
America,  have  applied  to  me  for  the  Reward  in  Land,  granted 
by  His  Maty's  Proclamation  in  their  favour,  and  I  have  no  other 
lands  to  grant  but  these,  which  the  Govern'  of  New  Hampshire 
have  taken  upon  themselves  to  grant,  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned.  I  endeavour  to  distribute  His  Majesty's  Bounty  in 
the  manner  most  agreable  to  the  officers,  and  so  that  the  grants 
may  pass  with  the  greatest  dispatch  and  least  expence,  as  will 
appear  by  the  minute  of  Council  which  I  inclose.  Since  that 
time  in  a  few  days,  near  one  hundred  Commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned of&cers  and  privates  have  applied,  for  Grants  of 
Land,  so  that  from  this  Province,  all  the  reduced  officers  and 
disbanded  Soldiers  in  this  part  of  North  America.,  chuse  to  receive 
the  Kings  reward  in  lands  within  this  Province. 

As  the  reduced  officers  and  Soldiers  will  find  the  necessary 
and  unavoidable  espenee  of  Setling  hard  upon  them,  they  are 
apprehensive  of  an  additional  expence  of  Law  suits,  however 
slight  the  pretensions  be,  aud  therefore  it  will  greatly  encourage 
and  forward  the  Settlement  of  that  part  of  the  Coimtry,  to  have 
a  speedy  end  put  to  the  pretensions  of  the  Govern'  of  New 
Hampshire,  which  your  Lordir'  may  effectually  do,  by  only 
signifying  to  the  Gov.  of  N.  Hampshire  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
on  tiiat  head,  and  by  sending  a  duplicate  of  the  order  to  the 
Governor  of  this  Province. 

The  only  thing  which  can  make  any  person  prefer  the  grants 
of  New  Hampshire  to  those  of  this  Govern'  is  the  dilference  of 
quit  rent ;  for  as  the  Commerce  of  that  Country  must  be  carried 
on  by  Hudson's  River,  it  must  be  more  convenient  for  the 
Inhabitants  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York.  The 
quit  rent  of  New  Hampshire,  I '  am  told,  is  at  the  rate  of  one 
flliilling  sterling  for  every  hundred  acres,  and  that  of  New  York 
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is  at  the  Eate  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence  ;  this  difference  on 
a  moderate  computation  may  amount  to  one  thousand  pounds 
sterling  yearly.  So  that  it  is  likewise  much  for  the  benefit  of 
His  Majesty's  Revenue  of  Quit- Rents  thatthisdispute  be  speedily 
put  an  end  to. 

I  am  informed  that  the  of&cers  and  private  Men  of  the 
Provincial  troops  of  this  and  the  neighboui'ing  Colonies  imployed 
in  the  late  war  of  America,  design  to  applj'  for  His  Majesty's 
bounty  in  lands  to  be  extended  to  them  as  to  the  officer  and 
Soldiers  of  His  Majesty's  Army.  I  have  no  objection  to  this, 
only  that  the  civil  officers  of  the  Govern^  ought  to  be  considered, 
who  have  freely  given  up  their  usual  tees  in  favour  of  the  army; 
for  I  apprehend  the  same  reason  does  not  extend  to  both  in  this 
respect. 

The  Ofhcers  and  Men  of  the  ProvincialSj  all  live  in  this 
Country,  have  their  friends  and  Relations  to  assist  them,  and  as 
the  Colony  Troops  were  levied  stnnually,  and  received  annual 
bounty,  different  Officers  and  Men  were  employed  in  different 
years ;  their  numbers  will  be  very  great,  and  the  trouble  to  the 
Civil  Officers  of  this  Govern*  become  very  heavy  ;  for  the  charter 
and  Proprietary  Govern'^  are  not  bound  by  the  King's  procla- 
mation. It  seems  therefore  reasonable  that,  if  the  King  should 
think  proper  to  extend  hia  Bounty  of  an  abatement .  of  Quit 
Rents,  for  ten  years,  in  fevour  of  the  Provincials,  that  they 
receive  tljoir  grants  on  paying  the  usiial  fees. 

I  am  with  great  respect  &  humble  submission 

My  Lords 

Tour  most  obedient  &  faithful  servant 

Cadwallader  Coldeh 
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PEOCLAMTION  OF  GfOY.  WENTWOHTH 

IN  ANSWER.  TO   THE  PRECEDING  OF   LT.    GOV     COLDER. 

By  His  Excelleacy  Eenniag  Wentworth  Esq'  Captain  Genera] 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  pro- 
Tince  of  New  Hampshire  la  New  England  &c 

A  PROCLAMATION 

Whereas  His  Honor  Cadwallader  Golden  Esq^  Lieutenant 
Goyeruor  and  commander  in  chief  of  His  Majestys  Province  of 
New  York  hath  lately  issued  a  Proclamation  of  a  very  extraor- 
dinary nature,  Seting  forth  that  King  Chai^Ies  the  Second,  on 
the  IZ'h  day  of  March  1663[4  and  the  sg'h  June  1674,  did  by 
his  several  Letters  patent  of  those  dates,  grant  in  fee  to  his 
Brother  the  Duke  of  York  among  other  Things  all  the  Land 
from  the  west  Side  of  Connecticut  Eiver  to  th«  Bast  Side  of 
Delaware  Bay  and  therein  also  sets  forth,  or  describes  the  Bounds 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  which  description  there  is  a  very  material 
mistake,  besides  there  is  omitted  the  fact,  on  which  the  descrip- 
tion of  New  Hampshire  depended,  viz'  His  Majesty's  determi- 
nation of  the  northern,  and  western  Boundarys  of  the  province 
of  the  Massachusets  Bay  in  1739  &  notliing  can  be  more  evident, 
than,  that  New  Hampshire  may  legally  extend  her  western 
Boundary  as  far  as  the  Massachusets  claim'reaches ;  and  She 
claims  no  more,  but  New  York  pretends  to  claim  even  to  the 
Banks  of  Connecticut  Eiver  althougl^  She  never  laid  out  and 
Settled  one  town  in  tliat  part  of  His  Majesty's  Lauds  Since  she 
existed  as  Government,  When  New  York  Government  extends 
her  Eastern  Boundary,  to  the  Banks  of  Connecticut  River 
between  New  York  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  &  to  the 
Banks  of  said  Eiver,  between  New  York  &  the  province  of  the 
Massacliusets  Bay,  it  wou'd  have  been  full  early  for  New  York 
to  declai'e  that  the  Govemment  of  New  Hampsliire  was  fully 
apprized  of  the  Eight  of  New  York  under  the  before  recited 
Letters  pattent  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

In  Virtue  of  the  final  determination  of  the  Boundary  Lines 
Settled  by  his  late  Majesty  between  this  Government,  and  the 
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Massachusetts  Bay,  all  the  Lands  capable  of  Settlements  have 
been  erected  into  townships,  agreeable  to  His  Majesty's  Com- 
mands, and  a  Considerable  Revenue  is  daily  arising  to  the  Crown, 
unless  interrupted  &  iiapaired.by  His  Honors  Proclamation,  which 
New  Hampshire  will  not  be  answerable  for. 

At  present  the  Eoundarys  of  New- York  to  the  Northward  are 
unknown,  and  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  His  Majestys  pleasure  to  de- 
termine them,  New  Hampshire  will  pay  a  ready  and  chearfull 
obedience  thereunto,  not  doubting  but  that  all  Grants  made  by 
New  Hampshire  that  are  fuliilled  by  the  Grantees  will  be  eon- 
firmed  to  tbem.if  it.  should  be  His  Majestys  pleasure  to  alter  the 
JuiTsdiction. 

For  politicall  Reasons,  the  Claim  to  Jurisdiction,  by  New-York 
might  have  been  deferred,  as  well  as  the  Strict  Injunction  on  the 
Civil  power  to  exercise  Jurisdiction  in  their  respective  Func- 
tions, as  far  as  the  Eastern  Banks  of  Connecticut  River. 

,  The  said  praclamation,  carrying  an  air  of  Government  in  it, 
may  possibly  affect  &  retard  the  Settlement  of  His  Majesty's 
Lands  granted  by  this  Government,  for  preventing  an  Injury  to 
the  Crown  of  this  kind,  and  to  remove  all  doubts  that  may  arise 
to  persons  holding  the  Kings  Grants,  they  may  be  assured  that 
the  patent  to  the  Duke  of  York.is  Obsolete,  and  cannot  convey 
any  certain  Boundary  to  New.  York  that  can  be  claimed  as  s 
Boundary,  as  plainly  appears  by  the  Several  Boundary  Lines  of 
the  Jerseys,  on  the  West,  &  'the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  the 
East,  which  are  set  forth  in  the  Proclamation  as  part  only  of 
the  Land  included  in  the  said  patent  to  the  Dulce  of  York. 

To  the  End  therefore,  that  the  Grantees  now  Settled,  & 
Settling  on  those  Lands  under  His  Late  &  present  Majesty's 
Charters,  may  not  be  intimidated,  or  any  way  hindred  or 
obstruefed  in  the  Improvement  of  the  Land  so  granted  as  well 
as  to  ascertain  the  R^ht  &  maintain  the  Jurisdiction  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  of  New  Hampshire  as  far  westward  as  to 
include  the  Grants  made,  I  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  to  Issue  this  Proclamation 
Iwreby  encouraging  the  Several  Grantees  claiming  under  this 
Government,  to  be  indijistrious  in  clearing  and  cultivating  their 
Lands  agreeable  to  their  respective  gi-ants. 
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And  I  do  liereby  require  and  command  all  Civil  Ol^cers 
within  this  province,  of  what  Qi^ality  soever,  as  well  those  that 
are  not,  as  those  that  ai'e  Inhabitants  on  the  said  Lands  to  continue 
&  be  diligent  in  exercising  Jurisdiction  in  their  respective  Offices, 
as  far  Westward  as  Grants  of  Land  have  been  made  by  this  Govern- 
ment, and  to  deal  with  any  person,  or  persons,  that  may  presume 
to  interupt  the  Inhabitants  or  settlers  on  said  Lands  as  to  Law  and 
Justice  doth  appertain.  The  pretended  right  of  Jurisdiction 
mention'd  in  the  aforesaid  Proclamation  notwithstanding 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth  the  IStf  day 
of  March  1764  in  the  fourth  year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign 

B.  Went  WORTH. 


LT.  GOV.  COLDEN  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

[Iiond.  Doc.  Ksxvii,  ] 

New  York,  12  April,  1764. 
My  Lords, 

Having  lately  seen  a  Proclamation  of  the  Govern'  of  New 
Hampshire  in  a  printed  paper,  I  now  inclose  it  to  your  L'ordpp" 
as  it  shews  the  necessity  of  your  LordPF^  coming  to  some  speedy 
resolution  on  this  point. 

From  the  recitals  in  ray  Letter  of  tlie  20'^  of  January  last,  on 
this  subject,  it  will  appear  with  what  candour  this  Proclamation 
is  framed  ;  and  your  LordPP=may  insomemeasure  judge  whether 
the  truth  of  the  artifices  with  which  that  Govei-n'  is  charged,  be 
not  thereby  confirmed  ;  viz'.  The  numerous  Grants  of  Town- 
ships by  New  Hampshire  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River, 
in  so  short  a  time  as  since  the  last  Peace,  cannot  be  with  any 
view,  in  the  persons  who  have  rec'  those  grants,  to  settle  and 
improve  those  lands,  but  with  a  sinistrous  view  in  a  few  persons 
to  put  lai'ge  sums  of  money  in  their  pockets,  by  jobbing  and 
selling  of  Rights  thro'  all  the  neighbouring  colonies,  as  appeared 
to  the  Council  of  this  Province,  by  several  persons  going  ab'  this 
Province,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut,  hawking  and  selling 
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tlieir  pretended  rights,  to  great  numbers  of  ignorant  people,  at 
low  rates  and  defrauding  them  of  large  sums  of  money.  Tliat 
the  grantees  had  no  view  of  settling  and  improving  the  laud  by 
themselves,  appears  likewise  by  several  advertizements  in  the 
News  paper  in  which  Gov  Wentworth's  Proclamation  is  pub- 
lished and  inclosed  wi£h  this. 

How  low  it  is  to  give  New  Jersey  as  an  instance  that  the 
Patent  to  the  Duke  of  York  is  obsolete  !  This  can  only  be 
designed  for  ignorant  People,  who  know  not  that  the  proprieters 
of  New  Jersey  hold  under  the  patent  to  the  Duke  of  York.  If 
the  Patent  to  the  Duke  of  York  be  obsolete,  and  the  lands  granted 
by  that  Patent  not  now  vested  in  the  Crown,  as  part  of  its 
Demesnes,  New  York  lias  no  bounds, 

I  am  perswaded  that  upon  your  Lordpp=  mature  consideration 
of  this  matter,  it  will  evidently  appear  on  the  principles  of 
Justice,  policy  and  public  utility,  that  the  Jurisdiction  of  New 
York  ought  to  extend  to  Connecticut  River,  as  the  Duke  of 
York's  Patent  does.  The  Commerce  of  the  whole  Country  on 
the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River  is  by  Hudson's  River,  and 
the  produce  of  the  Northern  part  of  that  Country  inust  be  trans- 
ported by  that  River. 

About  four  hundred  redueed  officer's  and  disbanded  soldiers 
have  already  applied  to  me  for  lands  pursuant  to  His  Majesty's 
proclamation  which  at  tliis  time  are  to  be  surveyed  for  them  in 
that  part  claimed  by  New  Hampshire.  Your  LordPP'  will  per- 
ceive the  necessity  of  determining  the  Claim  of  New  Hampshire 
speedily. 

People  of  all  sorts  who  intrude  on  His  JMajty  Rights  in  Ame- 
rica ai'e  very  assiduous, in  prosecuting  every  measure  tlmt  serves 
for  their  purpose,  tlie  case  of  the  King's  rights  in  this  Prov^'  is 
left  to  [the]  Gov"'  alone  without  a  single  farthing  to  defray  any 
expence  that  may  become  necessary  for  that  purpose  ;  for  this 
i-eason  the  Gov  has  no  method  but  by  applying  to  your  Lordpp^ 
The  multiplicity  of  business  has  often  prevented  -the  King's 
Ministers/rom  takingthe  representations  of  the  Gov  into  imme- 
diate consideration,  and  as  he  cannot  be  at  the  charge  of  solici- 
tors, to  remind  your  Lordpps  these  affairs  have  been  often  forgot. 
This  has  giveli  great  advantage  not  only  to  the  intrusions  from 
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the  neighbouring  Colonies  but  to  iutmsions  of  private  persons 
among  ourselves.  Any  delay  at  this  time  will  certainly  be  pre- 
judical  ^to  His  Majesty's  interest ;  prevent  the- benefit  designed 
for  the  Army  in  America,  and  the  settling  of  that  part  of  the 
Country,  besides  the  inconveniences  and  perhaps  mischiefs 
which  may  iiappen  by  the  different  claims  of  Jurisdiclaon. 
These  things  I  flatter  myself  will  excuse  these  repeated  solioita-- 
tions  on  this  subject  from 

My  LonJS)  etc, 

Cadwalladeu  Colde!^. 


OEDER  IN  COUNCIL  FIXING  THE  BOUNDARY 

BETWEEN   NEW   YORSt    AND   NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 

(  L.  S.  )      At  the  Court  at  S'  Jam^  the  20th  Day.of  July  1764. 

PRESEHT. 

The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Lord  Steward  Earl  of  Hilsborough 

Earl  of  Sandwich  M''  Vice  Chamberlain 

Earl  of  Hahfex  Gilbert  Elhot  Esq--' 

Earl  of  Powis  James  Oswald  Esq'' 

Earl  of  Harcourt 
Whereas  there  was  this  Day  read  at  the  Board,  aKeport  made 
by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
for  Plantation  affairs  dated  the  I7'ii  of  this  Instant,  upon  Con- 
sidering a  Representation  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  relative  to  the  Disputes  that  have  some  years 
Subsisted  between  the  Provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York  concerning  the  Boundary  Line  between  those  Provinces, 
His  Majesty  taking  the  same  into  consideration  was  pleased  with 
the  advice  of  his  privy  Council  to  approve  of  what  is  therein 
proposed,  and  dotli  accordingly  hereby  Order  and  Declare  the 
Western  Banks  of  the  River  Connecticut,  from  where  it  enters 
the  Province  of  the  Massaclmsets  Bay,  as  far  North  as  the  forty 
fifth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  to  be  the  Boundary  Line 
between  the  said  two  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
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York.  Whereof  the  respective  Governors  and  Commanders  in 
Chief  of  hia  Majesty'ssaid  Provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
yorli  for  t]ie  time  being  and  all  others  whom  it  may  Concern  are 
to  take  notice  of  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  hereby  signified  and 
Govern  themselves  accordingly, 

Wm.  Blais. 


SHERIFF  SCHUYLER  TO  IT.  BOY.  COLDEN. 

May  it  please  your  Honour 

Last  Fryday  morning  an  Express  arrived  from  Hoseck, 
acquainting  that  the  New  Hampshire  people  had  turned  Hans 
Jurry  Creiger,  an  Inhabitant  under  the  Proprietors  of  Hoseck 
Patent,  out  of  Possession  of  his  Lands  and  Tenements;  drove 
off  his  Cattle  and  took  oif  with  them  a  Parcel  of  Indian  Corn, 
and  fop  tlie  Redemption  of  hia  Cattle  compelled  him  to  pay 
forty  five  Dollars;  And  the  said  Express  further  informed  tliat 
the  said  New  Hampshire  People  were  the  next  Day  to  be  at  the 
Holies  of  Peter  Voss,  and  Bastiane  Deale,  in  order  in  Like 
manner  to  dispossess  them  of  their  Possessions;  which  they  had 
peaceably  enjoy'd  under  the  Proprietors  of  said  Hoseck  Patent 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years  past,  except  only,  when  driven  off 
by  the  Enemy  Indians  during  the  two  last  Wars. 

In  consequence  of  which  Intelligence  I  thought  it  my  Duty, 
in  Complyance  with  your  Honours  Proclamations  to  go  to 
Hos^ok)  in  order  to  preserve  the  Peace  &.  keep  the  said  Peter  Sc 
Bastiane  in  their  said  Possessions,  and  fully  to  exercise  the  juris- 
dictwn  of  this  Pi-ovince  according  to  the  true  Intent  &  meaning 
of  your  Honours  said  Proclamation. 
And  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  enable  me  so  to  do,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  take  with  me  two  of  the  Justices  and  a  few  other 
good  People  of  this  Province,  and  I  arrived  with  them  at  Hoseck 
at  the  Houses  of  the  said  Peter  &.  Bastiane  on  Saturday  Morn- 
ing, wh^re  I  was  told  the  New  Hampshire  People  would  not 
come  imtill  the  Monday  following.  Accordingly  that  day  very 
early  in  the  morning  they  sent  to  my  Lodgings  (a  small  dis- 
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taiioe  off)  acquaiuting  me  that  the  New  Hampshu'e  People  were 
then  at  the  Houses  of  the  said  Peter  &.  Bastiane.  Whereupon  I 
immediately  liastned  thither,  together  with  the  said  two  Justices, 
&  few  other  good  People  of  this  Province;  But  before  I  could 
get  there,  the  Said  New  Hampshire  People  had  already  perpe- 
trated their  Design  of  turning  the  said  Peter  Voss  &  Bastiane 
Deale  out  out  of  their  Possessions;  and  claimed  the  same  as 
belonging  to  the  Province,  and  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  New 
Hampshire.  And  on  Information  that  the  said  New  Hamp- 
sliire  People  were  but  just  gone;  I  followed  and  overtook  them 
about  a  mile  further,  and  there  apprehended  Samuel  Ashley, 
who  called  himself  a  Deputy  Sherif.  Samuel  Robison  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  John  Horsfoot  and  Isaac  Charles.  The  two  last, 
pretended  owners  of  the  Lands  of  the  said  Peter  &  Bastiane,  All 
whom  I  brought  down  to  the  Jail  in  Albany;  where  I  shall 
Safely  keep  them  untill  Bail  be  given  for  their  appearance  & 
good  Behaviour;  or  untill  your  Honours  further  Pleasure  shall 
be  known  respecting  them.  I  am,  May  it  please  your  Honour 
Your  Honours  most  Obe* 

&  most  Hb'^  Servant 

Har:  Schuyler,  Shireff. 
(Endorsed)  17"'  Aug'  lIGi.    Read  in  Council. 


[Coano.  Min.  xxv.} 

In  Council,  4  Sept.  1764. 
His  Honour  communicated  a  Letter  to  liira  of  the  17th  ultimo 
from  Governor  Wentworth  (of  New  Hampshire)  representing 
that  several  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Pownall,  at  a 
Time  when  the  Deputy  Sheriff  was  executing  a  legal  Precept, 
were  set  upon  by  the  SherilT  Albany,  and  more  than  thirty 
armed  men  on  Horseback,  and  that  the  Deputy  Sheriff  with 
three  other  Principal  Inhabitants,  were  seized  upon  and  carried 
to  Albany,  where  they  were  immediately  committed  to  Gaol — and 
desireing  His  Honour  would  give  orders  for  the  Release  of  the 
Persons  so  apprehended  and  committed  adding  that  it  would  be 
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an  act  of  cruelty  to  Punish  ludividnals  for  dispules  between  tlie 
two  GoTernmeiits,  and  tliat  as  tlie  Jurisdiclion  is  the  Main  Tiling 
in  Question,  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  submit  what  concerns  liira 
to  the  King,  not  in  the  least  doubting  but  his  Honour  will  readily 
join  in  a  Matter  so  essential  to  the  Peace  of  his  own  Govern- 
ment as  well  as  that. 

Tlie  Council  advised  his  Honor  to  acquaint  Governor  Wenl- 
woiih  with  the  circumstances  of  this  Affair  as  reported  to  him 
by  Letter  from  the  Sheriff,  of  Albany  ;  and  that  as  tlie  Parties 
were  committed  for  an  offence  within  the  undoubted  Jurisdiction 
of  this  Province,  for  which  they  are  to  answer  In  a  legal  course 
of  Justice,  he  can  do  nothing  further  therein,  than  to  recommend 
that  the  Bail  demanded  be  moderate,  and  that  the  Controversy 
respecting  the  different  claim  of  Boundary  made  by  each  Pro- 
vince, ah'eady  lies  before  his  Majesty,  his  Honor  having  lately 
transmitted  his  Representation  thereupon  to  his  Majesty. 


Ohder  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  New  York,  in  Favor  of 
the  Occupants  undeg  New  Hampshire,  who  were  settled  before 
the  22nd  Day  of  May,  1765. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on 
Wednesday  the  22d  day  of  May,  1765, 

Present  , 
The  Honorable  Oadwallader  Golden,  Esq;  Lieutenant  ijovern- 
or,  &c. 

Mr.  Horsraanden,  Mr.  Rea.de, 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Watts, 
The  Council  taking  into  Consideration  the  Case  of  those 
Persons,  who  are  actually  settled  under  the  Grants  of  tlie 
Government  of  JVeiu  Hampshire,  on  lands  Westward  of  Co7mecti-- 
cut  River,  and  Eastwai'd  of  Hudson's  River ;  which,  by  his 
Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  twentieth  Day  of  July  last 
are  declared  to  be  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Province ;  and 
Vol  IV.  37 
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that  the  dispossessing  of  such  Persons  might  be  ruinous  to 
themselves  and  their  Famihes,  is  of  Opinion,  and  it  is  accordingly 
ordered  by  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  with  the  Advice 
of  the  Council,  that  the  Surveyor  General  do  not,  until  farther 
Order  mate  Return  on  any  Warrant  of  Survey,  already,  or 
which  may  hereafter  come  to  his  Hands,  of  any  Lands  so 
actually  possessed  uttder  such  Grants,  unless  for  the  Persons  in 
actual  Possession  thereof,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  tliat  a  Copy  hereof 
be  served  on  said  Surveyor-General. 


PETITION   FOR  THE  EKECTiON   OF  CERTAIN  COUNTIES. 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  CoMen  Esquire  his  Majesty's 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  the  Territories  thereon  Depending  in  Ame- 
rica in  Council, 
The  Petition  of  Thomas  Chandler,  Isaac  Man,  David  Wooster, 
Daniel  Jones,  and  Robert  Harpur  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
their  associates  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern  part  of  this 
Province 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Honour  having  this  Day  been  pleased  to  signify  to 
some  of  us  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  better  administration  oi 
Justice  as  for  the  Convenience  and  encouragement  of  the  Settlers 
that  the  Northern  part  of  this  province  should  be.  Divided  into 
Several  Counties  your  Petitioners  therefore  Humbly  beg  leave 
to  propose  five  Counties,  To  wit,  Two  Counties  on  Connecticut 
River,  and  three  Counties  on  the  West  side  of  the  Hight  of  the 
Mountains,  That  is  to  Say,  Beginning  at  Massachusets  line  on 
the  "West  Bank  of  Connecticut  River  and  thence  running  due 
West  with  said  line  about  Twenty  Six  Miles  from  thence  run- 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


KKW    HAMPSHIRE   GEAKTS.  579 

Kiing  North  abouttwelve  Degrees  East  keepiug  the  Hight  of  the 
Land  to  Latitude  forty  live  degrees  Noi'th,  and  tlien  Beginning  at 
the  North  East  Corner  of  a  Township  called  Norwich  and  run- 
ning a  Westerly  Hne  to  the  North  and  South  line  on  the  Hight 
of  the  Land  aforesaid  whicli  is  to  be  the  division  line  of  tlie  two 
Oountiea  on  Connecticut  Kiver  aforesaid;  The  tliti-d  County 
Beginning  at  the  South  West  Corner  of  the  first  mentioned 
County  upon  Massachusetts  lln^  and  lunning  witli  said  line  to 
the  North  West  corner  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
and  fi-om  thence  Westerly  to  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  Mohawli 
River  where  it  disembogues  into  Hudson's  River  at  the  half 
Moon,  and  from  thence  westerly  as  far  as  your  Honour  shall 
think  proper,  And  from  tlience  Northerly  imtil  a  due  East  line 
will  cross  Hudson's  River  at  Fort  Miller  and  to  continue  tlie 
said  line  to  the  West  line  of  tlie  first  mentioned  County  afore- 
said. The  fourth  County  running  thence  Northerly  along  the 
said  line  so  far  as  that  a  Due  West  line  from  thence  will  strick 
the  waters  of  the  North  end  of  La.ke  George  and  to  continue  as 
far  Westerly  as  your  Honour  shall  think  proper  And  for  the 
fifth  County  from  thence  running  North  to  Latitude  forty  five, 
from  tbence  Easterly  along  said  line  of  latitude  untill  it  stricks 
the  Western  line  of  the  Second  County  aforesaid,  And  yoiu: 
Petitioners  Farther  Humbly  propose  that  for  the  Convenience 
of  said  Counties  to  mention  the  following  places  for  the  respec- 
tive County  Towns,  Golden  in  the  Township  formerly  called 
New  Flamsted  in  the  first  County  on  Connecticut  River  and  the 
same  to  he  called.the  County  of  Colden, 

That  the  Second  County  on  Connecticut  River  may  be  called 
Sterling  and  that  the  County  Town  may  be  called  Newbury  and 
be  in  the  Township  of  Newbury, 

That  the  third  County  may  be  called  Manchester  and  that 
the  County  Town  may  be  at  StiJhvater 

Tliat  t!ie  foui-th  County  be  called  Kingsbury  and  that  the 
County  Town  be  called  Kingsbury  in  tJie  Township  of  Kings- 
bury 

And  That  the  fifth  County  may  be  called  Pitt  and  that  the 
County  Town  thereof  be  situate  on  Hospital  Point  on  the  East 
side  of  Lake  Champlain  near  Crown  point. 
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Tour  Petitioners  therefore  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their 
associates  Humbly  pray  your   Honour  ^vill  be   favourably 
pleased  to  take  the  abore  proposal  into  your  wise  considera- 
tion and  that  tlie  same  may  be  Erected  into  Counties  ti  Towns 
by  the  names  above  mentioned  with  the  priviledges  usually 
Granted  to  other  Counties  in  this  province  and  under  tbe 
Restrictions  appointed  by  his  Majesty's  Instructions 
And  Your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 
Tho"  Cliandler 
Isaac  Man 
David  Wooster 
Eobel't  Harpur 
Dan'  Jonea, 
New  Torlc  9">  October  1765. 
1765  Oct'  9.    Bead  in  Council  } 
and  referred  to  a  Committee.   ( 


PETITION  FOE  A  COUNTY  ON  CONNECTICUT  EIVEE. 

To  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  ColdenEsq  Lieut  Govemour 
and  Commander  in  chief  in  and  over  liis  Majesty's  Province 
of  New   York  and    Territories  thereon    depending    in 
America    In  Council  Oct'  1765. 
The  Subscribers  your  Honors'  Petitioners  Humbly  shew  That 
whereas  there  has  been  a  Petition  preferd  to  your  Honors  desiring 
that  the  Northern  part  of  the  Province  of  New  York  may  be  set 
otf  and  divided  into  five  separate  Counties,  and   as  it  lias  been 
represented  to  your  Petitioners  that  your  Honors  Judge  that  it 
is  unnecessary  that  there  should  be  so  many  Counties  at  Present 
in  that   part  of  the  Pi-ovince  of  New  York,  considering  their 
Infant  State  Tour  Petitioners  therefore  Humbly  Beg  leave  to 
suggest  to  your  Honors  that  Wee  Imagine  it  will  be  nece-sary 
for  y°  well    ordering  of  Government,   considering  tbe  large 
Nnmber  of  People  that  are  setled  upon  the  Lands  upon  Connec- 
ticut River  and  Nigh  thereto  within  said  Province,  that  there 
ahoud  be  some  Establishment  made  in  order  to  detect  Vice  and 
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Recover  the  Just  dues  of  the  People  inhabiting  that  part  of  said 
Province.  Tour  Petitiouers  Humbly  pray  that  if  it  he  agreeable 
to  your  Honors  that  there  may  be  a  County  Erected  within  that 
part  of  the  Province  of  New  York  aforesaid  which  lies  adjoining 
to  Connecticut  River  and  to  Extend  as  far  West  from  said  River 
til  it  comes  to  the  Height  of  Land  about  twenty'six  miles  West 
of  said  River  and  to  Extend  as  far  North  as  y"  45*''  degree  of 
North  Latitude  and  to  Extend  as  far  South  as  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  that  the  same  be  Erected  into  a  County 
by  the  name  of  Colden  and  that  tlie  County  Town  may  be  at  a 
place  known  by  the  Name  of  New  Hamsteed  and  Vested  with 
such  Priviledges  as  other  Counties  in  this  Province  Enjoy,  or 
otherwise  grant  Relief  as  your  Honor  shall  Think  proper  all  of 
which  is  Humbly  Submitted  by  your  Petitioners, 
Tho*  Chandler  John  Katham 

Zedekiah  Stone  Elijah  Williams  Junf 

Sam'  Wells  Nathaniel  Powars 

Dan'  Jones  Josyii  Wait 

Nath"  Stone  Benj^  Wait 

Jas  Roger  Simon  Stevens 

1765  Oct  15"'.     Read  and  referred  to  the  same  Comme.  to 
whom  the  former  Petition  on  the  same  Subject  is  referred. 


PETITION  ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

To  The  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq'  Lieutenant  Gov- 
emour  and  Commander  in  ChiefT,  in  and  over  His  Majestys 
Province  of  New  York  &«    And  to  the  Hon'''®  His  Majesty's 
Council]  now  Convened. 
May  it  please  your  Honours, 

We  tlie  Subscribers  for  our  Selves  and  the  Rest  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  North  Easterly  pai-t  of  this  Province,  Humbly  Pray 
your  Honours,  to  take  the  case  of  said  Inhabitants  under  your 
wise  and  Serious  Consideration,  and  if  it  be  possible,  to  order 
and  appoint  tliat  thare  be  a  County  made  agreable  to  the  Peti- 
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tion  Preferred  to  your  Honours,  not  long  since,  tlmt  offenders 
may  be  Brouglit  to  Justice,  and  Creditors  may  Recover  their 
Just  Dues,  and  not  send  us  Irom  hence,  for  every  one  to  do  what 
is  Eight  in  their  own  Eyes.  It  is  Now  near  Six  months  since  to 
our  knowledge,  we  became  inhabitants  of  tliis  Pro'^'iace,  and  have 
been  ever  since  without  Law,  Notwithstanding  we  have  made 
application  to  be  protected,  but  as  yet  are  not  answered,  Sliould 
we  be  annexed  to  the  County  of  Albany,  as  proposed  by  some, 
we  shall  still  lye  under  such  a  Disadvantage  that  Justice  Cannot 
be  had,  and  to  appoint  Justices  in  some  few  of  the  To^i'ns,  with- 
out proper  Olficers  to  Execute  Warrants  &,%  we  Humbly  Con- 
ceive will  never  answer  y^  end,  and  whicli  way  any  officer  (if 
they  should  be  appointed)  can  Execute  their  OfRce,  so  far  as  to 
caiTy  a  Dehnquent  to  Albany,  for  our  part  we  are  at  a  loss,  as 
there  can  be  no  passing  from  Connecticutt  River  to  Albany, 
without  going  Tliro'  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  as  soon  as  an  Officer  gits  across  the  line  of  the  Province,  his 
Office  leaves  him,  and  the  Delinquent  makes  his  Escape,  and 
whicli  way  any  Constables  can  be  chosen  to  Execute  any  Smiill 
Precept  &"  till  the  Towns  are  Incorporated,  we  must  Confess  we 
cannot  tell. 

We  would  Inform  your  Honours,  that  there  has  been  one 
Murder  Committed,  between  the  Upper  and  Lower  Cowass,  and 
one  man  more  missing,  tliat  is  supposed  to  be  murdered,  by  the 
same  Villin. 

We  would  further  Suggest  to  your  Honours,  that  unless  there 
be  a  County  made  as  prayed  for,  instead. of  good  wliolesome 
Inhabitants  comeiug  and  Settling  amongst  us,  the  Land  will  be 
filled  witli  Nothing,  but  Villins  and  Murderers,  as  being  an  out 
Law'd  place,  and  the  present  Good'  Inhabitants  must  be  obliged 
to  forsake  their  Habitations  &  Improvements,  we  can  assure 
your  Honour,  that  many  good  worthy  .men  have  made  Improve- 
ments on  some  of  said  Land  and  wait  for  Nothing  but  a  County 
to  be  made,  and  when  it  is  made  will  forthwith  move  with  their 
Famiiies. 

And  now  upon  the  whole,  may  it  please  your  Honours,  we 
apprehend  there  is  sufficient  Evidence  to  Induce  your  Honours 
to  grant  a  County  as  prayed  for  and  hope  ye  same  may  be  forth- 
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with  accomplislied  and  we  Dismissed  to  Return  to  our  Several! 

homes  with  pretention  of  Law  &= 

And  we  as  in  duty  bound  sha]l  Ever  Pray 

Tho=  Chandler 
Nath"  Stone 
Sami  Wells 
James  Rogers 
Simon  Stevens 
Zedekiah  Stone 

22'!  Ocf  1765.     Read  and  referred  to  the  Same  } 
Committee  with  two  other  petitions.  J 


REPOHT  ON  PRECEDING  PETITIONS. 

May  it  please  your  Honour 

In  obedience  to  your  Honours  orders  in  Council  referring  to 
this  Committee,  three  several  Petitions,  exhibited  by  Thomas 
Chandler  and  others,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  tlieir  associ- 
ates, Inhabitants  of  the  Northeastern  part  of  this  Province, 
praying  that  for  the  better  adijiinigtration  of  Justice,  and  the 
greater  Convenience  and  Encouragement  of  the  Sellers  there, 
One  or  more  Counties  may  be  erected  and  Constituted  in  that 
part  of  the  Province,  with  the  Priviledges  usually  granted  to 
other  Counties  within  the  same  :  The  Committee  have  Jiad  tliia 
matter  under  their  Consideration,  and  humbly  conceive  it  to  be 
of  too  much  Importance,  as  the  Informations  they  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  are  vei7  contradictory  and  unsatisfactory,  to  advise 
the  Establishment  of  any  New  County  on  that  side  of  the 
Province,  more  especially  as  the  Inhabitants,  there,  have  as 
yet  only  au  Equitable  Title  to  the  Lands  they  possess ;  are  utterly 
unacquainted-  with  the  Laws  of  the  Province,  and  the  Modes  of. 
dispensing  Justice  therein  ;  whence  it  must  in  our  opinion  be 
attended  with  greater  Inconvenience  to  invest  them  with  those 
Ample  Powers,  that  will  necessarilj'  be  lodged  in  their  Hands  on 
their  being  formed  into  a  separate  County ;  than  by  the  appoint- 
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went  6i'  proper  and  fit  persons  as  Justices  for  tke  CoHservatioa 
of  the  Peace  :  the  Mode  of  Justice  to  which  they  liave  been 
aceiistomed,  liaviug  bad  no  other  Jurisdiction  among  them  since 
their  first  Settlement  and  being  always  obliged  to  travel  to  Ports- 
month,  where  all  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  the  Province  of  New 
Hitmpshire  are  held,  a  distance  far  mor6  Considerable,  than  to 
the  Courts  in  Albany.  And  sliould  the  Oommilteej  to  suit  a 
present  convenience  advise  the  forming  a  part  of  the  Province 
so  little  known  into  a  County,  when  it  must  shortly  become 
expedient  to  new  model  it,  private  property  would  be  greatly 
injured,  by  altering  the  seat  of  the  Covirts  of  Justice,  and  other 
Places  of  Public  Resort.  Upon  the  whole  tlrerefote,  the  Com- 
mittee are  liumbly  of  opinion,  that  your  Honour  do  appoint  a 
competent  Number  of  £t  persons  for  the  Conservation  of  the 
Peace  and  the  administration  of  Justice  in  that  part  of  the 
Province  i 

All  which  is  nevertheless  humbly  submitted 

By  order  of  the  Committee 
New  York  22'*  October  1765  Wm  Smith,  Chairman. 


To  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore  Baronet  Cap'  General 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Cliief  in  and  Over  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  Territories  Depending  thereon  in  America. 

In  Council 
According  to  your  Excellency  and  Honours  orders  of  yester- 
day to  give  an  acco'  of  the  Names  of  the  severall  persons  Living 
on  the  Severall  Townships  of  Land  we  Represent  and  according 
to  what  we  can  recollect  are  as  follows  viz'  In  tlie  Townsliip  of 
Pownal,  George  Gardner  Esq',  Liev  Asa  Alge,  Ensign  Benj" 
Eriggs,  Isaac  Venornum,  Derlck  Smith,  Luke  Venornum,  Charles 
Wright,  Line,  Jolm  Venornum  Abraham  Venornum,  Isaac 

Venornum  Juf, John  Dayford,  David  Perigo,  Noah  Prat,  Jhn  Prat 
Marsh,       Hix,        Curtis,        Perigo,        Wittura,       Wittum 
Jun', Noble,        Noble,  GeorgeGardiier  Jun',  Paul  Gardner, 
Williams  Malary,  Malaiy,  Cai'ey,  Parmeter, 
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Hunt,  Ebeni  Comins,  Steet,  J'oiiEithan  CarJ,Eufii3 

Putnam,  Matthew  Toid,  Timothy  Bull;  Crispin  Bull,  Andrew 
Alger,  Thomas  Paine,  Roberts, Beuj*  Grover,  Eiios  Grover, 

Henry  Touiigs,  John  Singer,  Singer,  John  George  Griggei', 

"Wool  Rod  Grigger,  Andi'ew  Burns,  Francis  Burns,  John  Hoggs, 
Peter  Porsbury,  Eoaz  Brookin,  Boaz  Erookin  Jun'  Hartwell, 
Jonathan  Howaxtl,  Rev^   M^  Gardner  &  bis  son  Gardner 

In  Bennington,  Samuel  Robinson  Esq''  Samuel  Robinson  Jun'', 
Leonard  Robinson,  Moses  Robinson,  Rev"  M''  Jedidiah  Dowe, 
Capt  John  Fassett,  Lievi  James  Ereakenridge,  Ensign  Elisha 
Field,  Nathan  Clai-k,  John  Fasset  Jnn'  Jonathan  Fassett,  Joseph 
Safford,  John  Smith,  Eben''  Wood,  Sami  Scott,  Sam'  SalTord, 
Samuel  Montague,  John  Eurnum,  John  Bumum  Jun',  Stephen 
Storey,  Jolm  Wood,  Oliver  Scott,  Lahens  Armsti'ong,  Barnebas 
Harmon,  Jonathan  Eastman,  Thomas  Henderson,  Tliomas  Smith, 
Eben'  Harwood,  Pef«r  HarvFOod,  Tlio^  Storey,  Timothy  Pratt, 
Jacob  Hide,  Sam'  Tubbs,  Benajali  Rood,  John  Smith  Jmir,  Henry 
Walbridge,  Samuel  Attwood,  Johnson  Cleaveland,  Sam'' Pratt, 
Joseph  Weakwize,  Cornehus  Cady,  Tim"  Abbott,  Oliver ,,  Scott, 
Jonatlian  Scott,  Matthew  Scott,  Jonathan  Scott  Juni",  Eenj« 
Whipple,  Isaac  Davis,  Eenj"  Attwell,  Gideon  Spencer,  Benj* 
Warner,  John  Pratt,  Sam'  Sweet,  Silag  Pratt,  Dan'  Willobey, 
Sam'  Wright,  Joseph  Smith,  Joseph  Safford  Jun''  Nathan  Clark 
Jun',  John  Armstrong,  Moses  Scott,  Robert  CofEerin,Zachariah 
Harwood,  Elijah  Storey,  David  Safford,  Daniel  Scott,  Hez"" 
Armstrong,  Joseph  Rudd,  Jedidiah  Merill,  Dan"  Wai'ner,  Seth 
Warner,  Elkanah  Ashley  Eben''  Robinson,  Silas  Robinson,  George 
Abbott,  Simeon  Harmon,  Benj"  Brunson,  Jolm  Holmes,  John 
Holmes  Jun',Eliphalet  Collins  and  Josiah  Fuller  all  of  Benning- 
ton aforesaid  and  settled  before  the  first  of  June  Last  past. 

The  account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Shaftsbury  are  in  a  Paper 
by  themselves. 

In  Arlington,  Capt.  Jehiel  Hawley,  Ebenezer  Wallis,  Isaac, 
Wallis,  Ebenezer  Wallis  Jun""  Wallis,  David  Williams,  Jolm 

Searl,  Sam'  Adams,  Zacheus  Malary, Gideon Searl,  Pindle, 

Hail,   Moses  Peck,   John   Pray,  Ames,  W'"  Searl, 

Remembrance  Baker,  Docf  Burton,  and  many  more  per- 

sons whose  Names  we  caiuiot  Recollect, 
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In  Sunderland,  Liev'  Gideon  Worriu, Isaac  Hill,  Gideon  Briin- 
son,  Timothy  Brunson,  Widow  Worriii  and  Children  and  Divers 
other  persons  that  have  been  at  Work  and  are  gon  to  make 
Heady  to  bring  their  Tamalies. 

In  Manchester,  Stephen  Mead,  Timothy  Mead,  James  Mead, 

Earll,  Welsh,  Jeremiah  Frencl),  William  Marsh, 

Daniel  Allen,  Benj"  Mackentire,  Thomas  Brown,  Henry  Biddle- 

ston,  Johnsj  Wait  Hopkins,  Stephen  Hopkins,  Pinne, 

Whelpley  and  Michael  Hopkins  and  Divers  others. 

There  is  Seven  famalies  in  Draper  and  Divers  more  Cleared  & 

Improved  their  Lands. 

In  Danbey  are  Severall  Famalies  settled  and  many  been  at 
Work 

All  which  is  Humbly  Submitted  To  Your  Excellency  & 
Honours  by  your  most 

DutifuII  obedient  and  very  Humble 
Servants 
New  YorlilS*'' Day  of  Samll  Robinson 

December  1765.  Jeremiah  French 


THOMAS  CHANDLER  TO  GOT.  MOORE. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

According  to  your  Directions  on  Saturday  Last,  I  have  with 
the  assistance  of  M''  Stone,  Computed  the  Number  of  Men  fit  to 
bear  armes  in  the  Limits  of  A  Proposed  Regiment,  to  be  under 
my  Command,  and  find  the  same  to  be  about  six  Hundred,  that 
we.  account  for. 

And  in  .the  Limits  of  the  Propos*"  Regiment  for  Col"  Bayley, 
about  Three  hundred. 

from  your  Excellency's  most  DutifuII 

Obedient,  and  Very  Humble  Servant 

New  York      \  Thomas  Chandler. 

Jan'SOtii  1706.  ^ 

To  His  Exofllency  Sir  Henry  Moore  Eai-onet. 
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Obder   of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Ni;\v  Yoek,  that  the 

Claimants  under  New  Hampshihe,  Sue  out  their  Grants  by  a 

limited  Time,  to  prevent  the  Preference  of  other  Petitioners. 

A.T  a  Council  Ixeld  at  Fort  George,  in  the  City  of  JVew  York  on 

Friday,  the  Sixth  Day  of  June  1766. 

Present. 
His  Excellency  Siit  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain  Gen- 
eral, &". 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr,  Read, 

Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  MorriSj 

Mr.  De  Lancey. 
The  Board  having  under  Consideration,  sundry  Petitions  for 
Lands;  lying  on  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  which 
were  formerly  granted  by  Letters  Patent  under  the  Seal  of  the 
Province  of  JVeai  Hampshire,  but  were  then  actually,  and  do 
now  by  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  30"''  day  of  July 
1764  appear  to  be  within  the  Limitsof  this  Province:  Itis  order-, 
ed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  Advice  of  the  Coun- 
cil, that  all  Persons  holding  or  claiming  Lands  under  such 
Grants,  do,  as  soon,  as  may  be,  appear  by  themselves  or  their 
Attornles,  and  produce  the  same,  together  with  all  Deeds,  Con- 
veyances, or  other  Instruments  by  which  tliey  derive  any  Title 
or  Claim  to  the  said  Lands,  before  his  Excellency  in  Council; 
and  that  the  Claims  of  such  Person  or  Persons  who  shall  not 
appear,  and  support  the  same  as  aforesaid,  within  the  Space  of 
three  Months  from  the  Date  hereof,  be  rejected;  and  the  Peti- 
tions already  preferred  for  the  said  Lands  forthwith  proceeded 
upon;  aiso  that  Notice  hereof  be  given,  by  publishing  this 
Order  three  Weeks  successively  in  one  ^r  more  of  the  pul^lic 
News-Papers  printed  in  this  City. 

(Here  Ibllows) 
An  ordinance  for  establishing  a  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  a  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
ill  the  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  Province  of 
New  York. 
11  July  17C6:    Read  in  Conncill  &  approved  of  and  ordered 
to  pass  the  Seals. 
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A  Nomination  of  the  Civil   Authority  for  tlie   County  of 

Cumberlaod  in  tlie  Province  of  New  York. 

Surrogate  Thomas  Chandler  )  Judges  of  the  Pleas  &.  Justices 
Joseph  Lord  '.      of  the  Quorum  in  y-  Couimis- 

Samuel  Wells        \      sioii  of  y^  Peace 

Nathan  Stone        ■n 

Oliver  Willard       ^Assistant  Justices  ia  the  Coramis- 

John  Arms  (      sion  of  the  Pleas  and  Justices 

James  Rogers  f      of  j^  Quorum  in  y^  Coramls- 

Benjamln  Bellows  \     sion  of  the  Peace 

Jolm  Church  J 

John  Chandler  Justice  of  y^  Peace  and  Quorum 


William  Willard      j 

Thomas  Bridsman  f  ,     .         „  ^ 

„ >  Justices  01  Peace 

Bildad  Andros         ( 

and  John  Curtis        i 


John  Chandler   Clerk  of  General  Sessions  of  y«  Peace   and 
Court  of  Common  Pleas 

Thomas  Chandler  Jun''  High  Sheriff  to  the  25ii'  October  1767. 
Timothy  Olcott  and  Samuel  Taylor  Coroners 


In  Council  New  York  12>h  Febrnary  1767. 
Tlie  Council  having  under  their  Consideration  the  Petitions 
of  sundry  Persons  for  certain  Tracts  of  Land  on  the  Wegt  side 
of  Connecticut  River,  which  have  heretofore  been  granted  in 
Townships  by  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  that  Province  ;  and  conceiving  it  improper  to 
proceed  on  such  Petitions  until  one  or  more  of  the  principal 
Proprietors  in  each  Township,  duly  authorized  by  the  Rest  sliall 
appear  and  produce  such  Powers  from  the  other  Proprietors, 
and  answer  to  such  Questions  relative  to  theLandssogranted, 
as  shall  be  demanded  of  them  by  this  Board.    It  is  ordered  by 
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bis  EsceUency  tlio  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
that  all  Proceedings  on  the  Petitions  aforesaidj  be  suspended, 
until  the  appearance  before  his  Excellency  in  Council,  of  such 
principal  Proprietor  or  Proprietors  of  each  respective  Township 
duely  authorized  to  sue  out  a  Grant  for  the  same  in  belialf  of  a]] 
the  Persons  interested  therein,  and  sufficienty  prepared  to  give 
the  fullest  Information  to  the  Board  respecting  the  sliares  of  the 
several  Claimants, — Cokkc.  Mik.  xxix. 


LOED  SHELBURNE  TO  GOV.  MOORE. 

[Lond  Doc.  si.] 

WliitehaU  April  IV^  1767. 
Sir 

Two  Petitions  having  been  most  humWy  presented  to  the  King 
in  council,  One  by  the  nncorporated  Society  for  the  propagation 
of  the  Gospel,  and  the  other  by  Samuel  Robinsoii  of  Bennington, 
in  behalf  of  himself,  and  more  than  one  thousand  other  grantees 
of  Lands  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  under  certain 
Grants  issued  by  Benning  Wentworth  Esq''^  Governour  of  New 
Hampshire  &  praying  for  redress  in  several  great  Grievances 
therein  set  forth,  lest  there  should  be  any  further  proceedings  in 
this  matter,  till  such  time  as  the  council  shall  have  Examined 
into  the  grounds  of  it,  I  am  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's  Com- 
mands that  you  make  no  new  Grants  of  these  Lands  ^d  that 
you  do  not  molest  any  person  in  the  quiet  possession  of  His 
Grant,  who  can  produce  good  and  valid  Deeds  for  such  Grant 
under  the  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  until  you 
receive  t'ui-ther  orders  respecting  them. 

In  my  letter  of  the  11'-''  Dec  I  was  very  Explicit  upon  the 
point  of  former  Grants  you  are  therein  directed  to  "  take  care 
"  that  the  Inhabitants  lying  Westward  of  the  Line,  reported  by 
"  the  jjords  of  Trade  as  the  Boundary  of  the  Two  Provinces  be 
"not  molested  on  account  of  Territorial  differences,  or  disputed 
"jurisdiction  for  vihatever  Province  the  Setlers  may  be  found  to 
"  belong  to,  it  should  make  no  dilference  in  their  Property,  pro- 
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"  vided  that  tlieir  Titles  to  tlieir  Lands  should  be  found  good  iu 
"  other  Respects  or  that  they  have  been  long  in  the  uninterrupt- 
"  ed  Possession  of  thejn."  His  Majesty's  Intentions  are  so  clearly 
expressed  to  you  in  the  above  Paragraph  that  I  Cannot  doubt  of 
your  iiaving  immediately  uponreceiptof  U  removed  every  cause 
of  those  complaints  which  the  Petitioners  set  forth.  If  not  it  is 
the  King's  express  command  that  it  may  be  done  without  the. 
smallest  delay.  Tlie  Power  of  Granting  Lands  was  vested  hi  the 
Governours  of  the  Colony  originally  for  the  pm'pose  of  accom- 
modating not  distressing  setlers  especially  the  poor  and  industri- 
ous any  perversion  of  tliat  Power,  therelbre  must  be  highly 
derogatory  both  from  the  dignity  of  theii'  Stations  and  from  that 
disinterested  Character  which  a  Gfovemor  ought  to  support,  and 
wliioh  His  Majesty  expects  from  every  person  honored  by  him 
With  his  Commission.  The  unreasonableness  of  obliging  a  very 
large  Tract  of  Country  to  pay  a  Second  !iRme  the  immense  sum  of 
thirty  three  tliousand  pounds  in  Fees  according  to  the  allegations 
of  this  Petition  for  no  otlier  reason  than  its  being  found  necessary 
to  settle  tiie  Line  of  Boundary  between  the  Colonies  iaquestion 
is  so  unjustifiable  that  his  Majesty  is  not  only  determined  to  have 
the  strictest  Enquiry  made  into  the  Circumstances  of  the  Charge, 
but  expects  the  clearest  and  fullest  answer  to  every  part  of  it. 

I  am  Sic. 
Sir  Henry  Moore  Bar'  Shelburne. 


GOVERNOE  MOOEE  TO  .LORD  SHELBURNE. 

[  Lond.  Doa.  xl.  J 

Fort  George  New  York  Oti"  June  1767. 
My  Lord, 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  the  concern  and  astonish- 
ment I  was  under  on  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  II"! 
of  April  inclosing  the  copies  of  two  Petitions,  one  from  the 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel,  and  the  other  from  Samuel 
Robinson  and  his  associates.  Although  some  people  have  often 
made  free  with  the  characters-  of  his  Majesty's  Governors  in 
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America  in  common  conversation,  and  have  frequently  misre- 
presented their  actions,  jet  I  always  thought  tliat  so  miich 
decency  would  constantly  be  preserved  in  an  address  to  the 
Crown,  that  it  should  contain  no  assertions  of  Facts  but  what 
were  incontestable ;  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship  that 
this  is  very  far  from  ,being  the  case  at  present,  and  that  It  gave 
me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  find  that  His  Majesty  was  deter- 
mined not  only  to  have  the  strictest  enquiry  made  into  tiie 
circumstances  of  the  charges  in  the  Petition,  but  that  he  expected 
the  clearest  and  fullest  answers  to  every  part  of  it.  As  I  am 
persuaded  that  when  the  truth  is  laid  open  it  will  fully  appear 
that  I  have  neither  perverted  the  Power  lodged  in  mj  hands, 
nor  acted  in  any  manner  derogatory  to  my  station,  and  that  so 
far  from  deserving  tlie  least  imputation  of  oppression,  I  have 
made  disinterestedness  the  characteristic  of  my  administration 
as  I  thought  it  Incumbent  on  me  to  support  in  every  shape  the 
dignity  of  the  commission  with  whicli  His  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  honor  me. 

To  begin  my  answer  as  far  back  as  I. can,  I  beg  leave  to  trans- 
cribe some  minutes  of  the  Council  wliich  are  as  follows— 

On  Wednesday  the  lOtii  of  April  1765,  the  Lieiiten'  Governor 
laid  before  the  Council  His  Majesty's  order  in  Council  dated 
July  20'*'  1764  declaring  tlie  River  Connecticut  to  be  the  Boun- 
dary between  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire. 

On  Wednesday  the  9-2^  day  of  May  1765  the  Council  having 
taken  into  their  consideration  tlie  case  of  the  persons  who  are 
actually  settled  under  the  Grants  of  New  Hampshire,  and  being 
of  opinion  that  the  dispossessing  them  of  tlieir  Lands,  would  be 
ruinous  to  them  and  their  Famihes  gave  it  as  their  opijiion  to 
the  Lieu*  Gov'  that  tlie  Surveyor  general  be  directed  not  to 
make  any  return  till  further  orders,  on  any  Warrant  of  survey 
already  made  or  wliich  may  hereafter  come  to  his  hands  of  any 
Lands  possessed  under  those  Grants,  unless  for  the  Persons  who 
were  in  the  actual  Possession  thereof. 

On  Tuesday  the  22^  day  of  October  1765  The  Council  gave  it 
as  their  opinion  that  in  the  Patents  tlien  ready  to  be  granted  to 
Capt"  Jolin  Small  and  M'  Napier  the  Director  Geni'  of  the  Hos- 
pitals, a  reservation  should  be  made  of  the  Lands  actuallypos- 
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sessed  and  improved  by  Jacob  MmsIi  and  his  associates  to  the 
amount  of  200  acres  to  each  Person. 

It  would  be  proper  to  observe  here  that  these  Lands  though 
petitioned  for  under  a  grant  from  New  Hampshire  were  within 
20  miles  of  Hudsons  River,  but  were  still  notwithstanding  the 
encroachment  J  protected  on  account  of  the  Settlement  on  them, 
although  the  Title  set  up  was  rejected. 

On  my  arrival  here  wUeh  was  on  the  12'''  day  of  November 
1765, 1  found  the  Province  in  so  much  Disorder  occasiou'd  by 
the  frequent  Riots  which  prevaiPd  at  that  Time,  that  no  busi- 
ness of  any  kind  was  transacted,  all'  the  of&ces  were  shutt  up 
and  of  course  no  application  for  Lands  made,  for  I  was  deter- 
mined not  to  issue  any  papers  except  such  as  were  stamped 
and  the  people  here  refused  to  take  them  on  that  condition. 
The  pai-ticular  circumstances  of  those  troubles  having  been 
already  transmitted  to  England  mention  is  only  made  of  them 
now,  to  show  that  I  never  entered  on  any  part  of  that  Depai't- 
raent  which  has  been  productive  of  the  present  charge  against 
me,  till  after  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  act. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  too  prolix  in  relating  all  the 
steps  which  have  been  taken  on  tiiis  occasion  for  I  would  not 
have  the  least  article  omitted  relative  to  tlie  Lands  in  question 
that  the  whole  may  at  once  be  submitted  to  His  Majesty's  deter- 
mination. After  having  set  forth  what  has  been  done  in  a  regular 
course  of  Proceedings  here  I  shall  then  answer  the  particulars 
of  Mr.  Robinsons  Petition. 

No  sooner  was  the  Stamp  act  repealed  and  the  offices  opened 
again,  but  Petitions  were  preferred  by  many  of  the  Inliabitants 
here  for  grants  of  Lands  on  the  Connecticut  River,  but  as  I 
apprehended  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  issue  any  till  the 
Rights  of  those  persons  were  ascertained  who  set  up  claims 
under  New  Hampshire  Charters,  an  order  was  published  by  the 
advice  of  the  Council  requiring  all  persons  holding  or  claiming 
Lands  under  such  Grants  to  appear  by  themselves  or  their 
Attorneys  and  produce  the  same  together  with  the  Deeds,  con- 
veyances, or  other  instruments  by  which  they  derived  any 
Title  or  Claim,  before  the  Governor  in  Council  witliin  three 
months  from  the  date  of  the  order,  and  that  the  Claims  of  those 
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who  should  not  pay  due  Obedience  to  that  order  would  bfi 
rejected.  This  had  the  desired  effect;  and  altho'  it  was  not 
strictly  complyed,  with  as  to  the  Time  limitedj  no  advantage  was 
taken  of  such  Delay,  and  in  a  few  months,  Petitions  Memo- 
rials &'^''  were  lodged  by  Persons  sent  up  from  thence  setting  up 
claims  to  ninety  sis  Townships;  of  this  Number  no  less  than 
twenty  one  were  deemed  t9  be  in  this  Government  before  his 
Matys  order  in  Council  for  fixing  the  Limitfs  on  the  Connecticut 
River,  as  they  were  within  twenty  miles  of  the  Hudsons  River 
and  within  tlie  same  distance  of  the  Waters  of  South  bay  and 
the  Lake  Chailiplaia.  It  was  Imagind  that  this  was  only  by 
way  of  Experiment  to  try  how  far  this  Province  would  carry 
its  indulgence  towards  them,  as  it  has  not  yet  appeared  to  us 
that  any  kind  of  settlement  was  evRr  made  on  any  of  those 
claims  except  in  the  Townships  of  Shaftsbury  Bennington  & 
PownaU  whicli  were  ordered  by  advice  of  the  Council  to  be  con- 
firmed to  those  who  were  actually  settled  there.  As  to  the  rest 
of  the  21  Townships  no  Improvement  ever  having  been  attempt- 
ed on  them,  The  Lands  after  laying  waste  beyond  the  time 
limited  for  settling  them  became  again  vested  in  the  Crown  by 
the  Conditions  of  the  Charter.  Proceedings  have  been  liad  on 
34  of  the  remaining  number  so  far  as  Warrants  of  survey  in 
pursuance  of  the  orders  in  Council  for  that  purpose,  but  although 
by  His  Majestys  Instructions  the  Warrants  of  survey  are  directed 
to  be  returned  within  six  months  after  they  are  issued  some  of 
these  have  been  issued  above  Eighteen  months  and  no  return 
yet  made.  Four  Townships  have  gone  through  all  the  Forms 
and  their  Patents  have  passed  the  Great  Seal;  Three  more  lay 
before  me  ready  for  signing  at  the  Time  I  received  your  Lord- 
sliips  Letter  mentioning  his  Majestys  Commands  that  no  more 
Grants  should  be  made  till  His  Pleasure  should  be  signified 
to  me. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  Lands  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  those 
Patents  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  orders  I  have  re- 
ceived, who  do  not  seem  to  think  themselves  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  Mr  Robinson  whose  Petition  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
present  obstacle  laid  in  their  way,  for  they  have  been  some  time 
in  Town  to  get  their  papers  throueh  the  different  offices  and 
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iiinst  COW  return  home  again  without  putting  the  finishing  hand 
to  the  Patents  ivhich  will  lay  them  under  the  necessity  of  another 
long  Journey  to  tliis  City.  The  remaining  forty  eight  Town- 
ships have  never  taken  aiiy  othey  step  than  that  of  putting  in  & 
i-Mm  without  prosecuting  it,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  on  exa- 
mination of  their  Erett'nsions,  few,  if  any  Settlers  will  be  found 
on  them,  T  have  taken  as  much  pains  as  I  possibly  could  to 
come  at  the  true  State  of  those  Townships,  but  cannot  discover 
by  any  means,  I  have  as  yet  made  use  of,  that  any  Settlements 
have  ever  been  made  in  the  country  supposed  to  be  covered  by 
these  last  mentioned  claims  but  that  the  Land  still  remains  in 
the  same  desert  and  uncultivated  state  in  wMch  it  was  at  the 
first  granting  of  those  Chai'ters.  .  As  soon  as  the  Slots  and  distur- 
bances here  had.  subsided,  and  the  common  business  of  the  Pro- 
vince had  returned  into  the  usual  Channell,  I  took  the  first  Op- 
portunity of  enquiring  into  the  state  of  that  Part  of  the  Province 
wliich  lay  on  the  Connecticut  River  and  having  got  together 
some  of  the  principal  Claimants  of  the  Lands,  I  desired  to  be 
informed  of  the  Progress  already  made  in  the  settlements  and 
directed  them  to  polht  out  to  me  in  what  shape  I  could  assist 
them  as  I  imagined  they  then  stood  in  need  of  all  the  aid  which 
the  Government  could  give  them;  The  first  thing  which  occurred 
was  the  difficulty  they  were  likely  to  labour  under  in  regard  to 
their  Situatiqp,  as  that  part  of  the  Province  was  included  in  the 
County  .of  Albany,  the  county  town  of  which  was  at  too  great  a 
distance  fl-om  them  to  give  attendance  therej  For  their  relief  in 
this  article  T. proposed  to  the  Assembly  that  some  part  of  that 
District  should  be  erected  into  a  seperate  County,  which  was 
accordingly  done  and  a  large  Tract  which  took  in  a  space  equal 
to  Forty  supposed  Townships  was  included  in  the  County  which 
was  called  Cumberland;  Several  Bills  were  passed  to  Enable 
them  to  build  a  Court  House,  Prison,  &cf',  and  every  privilcdge 
possessed  by  the  other  Counties  in  the  Province  was  granted  to 
them  except  that  of  sending  Members  to  the  Assembly  which  at 
their  own  request  was  left  out,  for  the  new  County  was  neither 
populous  enough  to  require  such  a  Priviledge,  and  the  expenoe 
of  paying  their  Members  which  is  constantly  practised  in  tliis 
part  of  the  world  would  have  been  burthensome  to  them  so  that 
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they  themselves  for  these  reasons  alone  declined  it,  I  afteiwards 
issued  out  Commissions  for  {brming  a  Militia  in  those  parts, 
and  in  some  months  afterwards  a  return  was  made  to  me  of  the 
Regiment  formed  there,  which  amounted  to  upwards  of  GOO  men. 
I  could  not  help  expressing  much  satisfaction  at  seeing  so  Jarge 
a  Return,  and  expected  to  find  that  the  number  of  families  was 
ill  proportion  to  it,  but  theOlScer  who  made  it  would  not  impose 
on  me,  and  told  me  in  a  very  ingenuous  manner  that  a  great 
number  of  Families  concerned  in  those  Lands  resided  either  iu 
New  England,  New  Hampshire  or  Connecticut  and  had  never 
been  upon  them;  some  of  the  most  active  young  People  out  of 
each  family  were  sent  there  to  begin  the  Settlem*'  many  of  whom 
at  the  close  of  the  summer  returned  to  their  Homes,  others  more, 
industrious  continued  there  in  the  Winter  that  by  forwarding 
their  improvements  they  might  more  readily  pave  tlie  way  for 
tliose  wlio  did  not  choose  to  encounter  all  the  difficultys  of  a 
New  Settlement  but  waited  till  some  improvements  were  made 
before  they  removed.  Tlie  same  steps  could  not  be  taken  for 
the  service  of  that  part  of  the  Country  to  the  North  of  the  County 
of  Cumberland,  for  although  the  District  was  large  enougli  to 
form  a  County  of  the  same  extent,  very  few  Improvements  had 
been  made  in  any  of  the  Townships  except  in  that  of  Newberiy, 
the  Inhabitants  of  which  were  desirous  of  having  another  County 
formed  ^  they  imagined  it  would  be  the  means  of  introducing 
Settlers  there  but  the  Legislature  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  a  gi-eat  absurdity  to  give  the  priviledges  of  a  County  to  a  few 
femilies  in  their  present  situation  but  at  thp  same  time  assured 
them  that  they  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  witli  the 
Neighboring  County  as  soon  as  there  was  a  sufficient  number  of 
Inhabitants  to  require  it. 

As  it  was  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  to 
encoT-U'age  people'  to  settle  in  those  parts,  I  determined  then  to 
engage  personally  in  it,  and  to  take  up  a  Tract  of  Land  there 
which  should  be  distributed  out  to  poor  Families  in  Small  Farms 
on  the  condition  that  they  should  begin  upon  the  manufacture 
of  Pot  ash  and  the  culture  of  Hemp ;  His  Majesty's  Council 
having  approved  of  my  plan  consented  to  have  a  Township  laid 
put  for  me  and  some  others  associated  with  me,  at  twelve  miles 
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distance  from  tlie  North  Line  of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  and 
on  a  spot  neither  granted  by  New  Hampshire  nor  claimed  by  any 
persons  whatsoever.  I  then  made  public  my  Intentious.of  giving 
the  Land  in  certain  proportions  to  the  Families  Inclined  to  settle 
thereon,  and  tJiat  no  rents  or  profits  should  be  reserved  for 
myself,  but  that  the  whole  of  them  should  remain  with  the  pro- 
prietors on  condition  of  manufacturing  so  much  Pot  Ash  yearly 
and  that  a  certain  quantity  ofacres  according  to  the  abilities  of 
eacli  family  should  be  constantly  planted  with  Hemp.  These 
conditions  being  fulfilled,  the  Fee  of  the  Lands  was  to  be  vested 
absolutely  in  the  Possessors  of  them ;  no  sooner  were  these 
Terms  made  known  but  applications  were  made  by  different 
Pei^ons  for  Grants  and  no  less  than  14  Families  are  already 
settled  on  it,  and  I  have  had  proposals  made  from  Ten  more  now 
living  in  this  Town  who  will  be  settled  there  during  the  course 
of  the  Summer,  besides  several  others  as  well  from  Connecticut 
as  the  Massachusets  Bay,  so  that  there  is  the  greatest  probability 
of  a  considerable  Settlement  being  made  there  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time.  But  as  the  giving  of  Lands  alone  to  these  people 
was  not  sufficient  without  other  assistance  I  have  at  their  request 
ordered  a  Saw  Mill  and  Grist  mill  to  be  built  for  their  use,  and 
as  their  is  no  building  in  that  part  of  the  Country  yet  appropri- 
ate for  divine  Worship,  I  have  directed  a  Church  to  be  built  at 
my  sole  expence  in  the  Centre  of  the  Township,  and  shall  set 
apart  a  large  Farm  as  a  Glebe  for  the  Incumbent ;  These  measures 
I  am  persuaded  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  peopleing  of  that 
part  of  the  Province,  for  many  wealthy  Persons,  inhabitants  of 
this  Town,  on  seeing  what  I  have  done  and  still  propose  to  do, 
have  associated  themselves  together  in  sufficient  Numbers  to  be 
entitled  to  Townships  there,  and  have  taken  all  the  necessary 
steps  to  carry  their  Plans  into  execution,  niany  People  being 
actually  emploped  in  Surveying  and  dividing  into  different  Lotts 
the  Lands  they  have  taken  up.  I  have  likewise  had  a  Township 
laid  out  and  vested  in  Trustees  for  the  use  of  the  Ministera  of 
the  Gospel  according  to  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  another  for  the  use  of  the  College  here,  that  the 
opportunity  might  not  be  lost  of  Improving  the  morals  as  well  as 
fortunes  of  the  New  Settlers  in  so  distant  a  pArt  of  the  Province. 
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This  was  our  Situation  when  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
Lordships  Letter  signifying  His  Majesty's  Commands  that  no 
more  Grants  should  be  made  in  that  part  of  the  Province;  till 
His  Pleasure  should  be  made  known,  and  although  I  apprehend 
that  the  Lands  claimed  under  tlie  New  Hampshire  charters  were 
the  only  Lands  intended  to  be  included  in  this  injunction;  yet  as 
I  would  not  presume  to  put  any  construction  on  the  orders  I 
have  received  which  might  appear  forced,  I  have  given  notice 
that  no  Grants  of  any  Lands  whatsoever  will  be  made  on  the 
Connecticut  River  till  His  Maty's  Pleasure  isknown  as  this  order 
will  strike  a  damp  on  some  of  our  settlers  and  more  especially 
on  the  last  mentioned  adventurers  who  having  kept  clear  of  al! 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  looked  upon  themselves  to  be 
perfectly  Safe  in  their  Proceedings.  It  would  be  of  signal  service 
to  the  Province  to  receive  His  Majesty's  coram''s  before  that 
ardor  which  they  have  hitherto  shewed  in  carrying  on  settle- 
ments is  abated.  I  mention  tliis  as  I  think  it  a  Public  Concern 
and  I  hope  by  what  I  have  already  said  of  the  share  I  have  liad 
in  these  Transactions  that  it  will  appear  to  your  Lordship  that 
my  private  -emolument  has  not  been  attended  to  in  the  Plan  I 
have  pursued  but  that  I  have  acted  entirely  from  motives  of 
Public  Concern.  No  advantage  could  possibly  arise  to  mo  but 
by  keeping  the  Lands  in  my  own  hands  the  profits  of  which  even 
in  this  case  would  be  distant  and  precarious,  The  Expence 
immediate  &  certain  ;  By  granting  them  in  the  manner  already 
mentioned  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  have  the  -satisfaction  of 
setting  on  foot  manufactures  higMy  beneficial  both  to  this 
Province  and  Great  Britain  and  my  utmost  ambition  in  carrying 
this  Project  into  execution  was  to  have  His  Majesty's  approba- 
tion of  my  conduct  in  the  attemp'. 

Having  thus  set  down  at  large  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken  in  regard  to  the  Lands  on  the  Comiecticut  Kiver  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  answer  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible  the 
substance  of  Mr.  Robinson's  Petition  who  says  that  it  is  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  One  Thousand  Grantees. 

That  there  was  such,  a  number  of  Grantees  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  absolutely  to  contradict  because  I  can  not  do  it  with 
such  certainty  as  could  carry  manifest  proof  with  it,  but  by 
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wlifit  I  liave  already  mentioned  with  regard  to  the  settling  this 
Part  of  the  Country  I  am  persuaded  that  there  is  not  one  half 
that  number  on  the  Lauds  and  no  longer  ago  than  this  moniing 
I  was  confirm^  in  my  opinion  by  two  persons  who  came  to  make 
application  for  Lands  in  that  Quai'ter,  and  I  have  likewise  been 
credibly  informed  that  there  ^e  in  Robinson's  Petition  the  names 
of  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thisTown  and  the  adjacent 
Provinces,  who  never  were  upon  the  Lands  or  ever  intended  it, 
and  had  on^  purchased  shai'es  to  dispose  of  them  again.  A  few 
days  before  the  Petilionrs  lefE  tliis  Place  I  had  some  imperfect 
information  of  their  Intention  &  endeavoured  to  get  a  sight  of 
the  Petition  and  the  Names  subsc^'ibed  to  it  but  could  not  suc- 
ceed in  either  as  it  was  kept  so  very  secret  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  give  what  information  I  could  of  some  Persons  concerned  in 
it  to  the  Lords  Comm'^  for  Trade  and  Plantations  and  wrote  a 
Letter  to  the  Boai-d  of  Trade  dated  Dec  gS^  1766  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  liere  inclosed  for  your  Lordships  Perusal  as  it 
states  some  Facts  necessary  to  be  known  relative  to  the  Petitioners, 

The  six  first  Paragraphs  of  the  Petition  relating  to  Transac- 
tions before  my  ai'rival  I  could  not  take  upon  me  to  answer 
myself,  but  having  wrote  to  Lieut.  Gov.  Colden  desiring  him  to 
give  me  the  best  Informations  he  could  on  tliose  Heads,  I  have 
herewith  transmitted  liis  letter,  togetlier  with  the  Copy  of  the 
Proclamation  he  issued,  and  likewise  the  Exti'act  of  a  Letter 
James  Dnane  Esq'"  a  Barrister  at'  Law  here,  and  a  man  of  so 
good  a  Character  that  liis  Testimony  carries  the  greatest  weight 
Witli  it,  who  being  acquainted  with  some  of  the  Proceedings  of 
Eobinson,  and  having  rendered  him  some  services  t  thought  it 
proper  to  apply  to  him  for  a  f  ui'ther  confirmation  of  what  I  have 
already  advanced  in  this  Letter  in  regard  to  a  Number  of  Town- 
ships being  granted  by  New  Hampshire  within  the  acknowledged 
Bounds  of  this  Province. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  Petition  whicli  relates  to  myself, 
and  as  the  7^^  Ai'ticle  of  it  only  mentions  the  Order  which  was 
issued  by  me  and'  taken  notice  of  in  the  former  part  of  this 
Letter,  I  sliall  proceed  to  the  8""  in  which  such  a  number  of 
falsities  are  crowded  together  that  they  cannot  he  better  answered 
than  by  a  bare  relation  of  the  whole  matter  of  Fact  which  I 
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shall  do  as  concisely  as  I  can  and  leave  it  to  your  Lordsbip  to 
Judge  between  us. 

In  my  Letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  mention  is  made  that 
Robinson  and  a  few  others  who  had  joined  him  had  made  an 
application  foi'  Forty  five  Townships  which  Proposal  for  so 
large  a  quantity  of  Land  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Persons 
c^^ncerned  in  it  was  thought  so  very  absurd  that  it  was  treated 
as  it  deserved  and  rejected.  I  never  Iiad  any  other  application 
from  him  of  any  kind  but  as  an  humble  Suitor  to  desire  I  would 
assist  him  in  the  distress  which  he  had  brought  on  himself  by 
settling  on  the  Lands  which  were  ordered  to  be  granted  some 
time  before  under  this  Govern™'  to  other  People;  when  iiis  pre- 
tensions were  examuied  before  the  Council  I  was  his  Advocate 
there,  altho'  he  did  not  stand  much  in  need  of  one  for  the 
Council  were  always  determined  frOm  the  Beginning  to  pro- 
tect the  Setlers  and  the  Land  claimed  by  him,  One  Cole  and 
seven  or  eight  other  Persons  who.  were  associated  with  him 
were  ordered  to  be  secured  to  them  alltho'  appai-ently  included 
in  other  Patents.  For  this  they  appeared  very  thankful  and 
when  I  thought  'they  were  retiring,  Cole  requested  that  the 
Council  would  add  one  good  Deed  to  another  and  let  them  have 
these  Lands  without  paying  any  Fees  of  office  I  took  upon  me 
to  assure  them  both  in  the  presence'  of  the  Board,  that  their 
request  should  be  granted  and  their  Patents  made  out  to  them 
without  paying  any  Fees;  This  seemed  to  have  such  an  effect 
on  them  that  not  satisfied  with  making  their  acknowledgments 
to  me  at  that  time  they  wanted  in  the  Hall  tni  the  Council 
broke  up,  and  afterwards  came  into  my  Parlour  to  thank  me  again 
for  what  I  had  done,  declaring  they  should  ever  retain  the  most 
grateful!  remembrance  for  two  such  acts  of  favor  conferred  on 
them  that  morning. 

This  is  a  bare  relation  of  the  whole  Transaction,  and  the 
grateful  remembrance  they  retain  of  it  has,  it  seems,  been  pro- 
ductive of  nothing  but  a  chain  of  Falsities  invented  to  servo 
private  purposes  by  endeavoring  to  blacken  my  Character  as 
well, as  those  of  others;  This  was  all  that  passed,  and  I  am 
ready  to  attest  upon  Oath  the  truth  of  what  I  have  here  asserted, 
and  hope  your  Lordship  will  give  me  leave  to  assure  you  that 
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so  fiir  from  ever  having  made  a  demand  for  fees  of  any  kind 
either  from  Robinson  or  any  Person  living,  that  it  has  always 
been  my  Maxim  not  only  in  this  Province  but  whilst  I  had  the 
honor  of  commanding  in  Jamaica,  on  any  Fees  being  due  to  me 
by  those  who  T  apprehended  would  be  distressed  in  paying 
them,  to  enquire  into,  their  circumstances  &  have  thouglit  myself 
happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  remitting  them.  I  have 
signed  but  six  Patent  since  I  came  into  the  Province  for  which  I 
have  received  Fees  and  five  are  now  preparing  on  which  I  have 
the  same  Hights,  but  have  promised  to  give  them  up  for  the 
reasons  I  have  just  mentioned;  I  do  not  speak  of  this  from 
ostentation,  for  I  think  that  no  Parade  should  be  made  of  acts 
of  this  kind,  as  the  satisfaction  they  give  is  a  siifficient  reward 
in  itself  and  am  only  concerned  that  this  Eelation  should  be 
extorted  from  me  in  this  manner  which  nothing  but  the  defence 
of  my  own  Reputation,  and  the  hopes  of  making  it  appear  how 
little  I  deserve  the  Character  the  Petitioners  are  pleased  to  draw 
of  me,  could  have  effected.  I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  Extraor- 
dinary sum  of  thirty  three  thousand  Pounds  sterling  mentioned 
in  this  Paragraph.  The  whole  Table  of  my  Fees  having  been 
lately  transmitted  to  England'  your  Lordship  will  see  how  gross 
a  misrepresentation  this  must  be  even  if  I  had  ever  mentioned 
Fees,  and  it  should  seem  as  if  particular  care  had  been  taken  to 
exceed  all  bounds  of  Truth  in  every  thing  they  have  advanced 
more  especially  in  this  article  which  could  have  been  so  easily 
ascertained. 

The  assertion  in  the  ninth  Paragraph,  that  there  are  now 
upwards  of  one  Thousand  Families  settled  on  the  West  side  ofCojt- 
necticut  River  in  consequence  of  the  said  Grants  is  as  great  an 
untruth  as  any  set  forth  in  the  whole  Petition ;  There  is  not  the 
Mf  of  that  number  there,  nor  do  I  really  believe  the  quarter 
part ;  I,  have  already  shewed  in  what  manner  the  settlements 
tliere  are  carrying  on,  but  the  real  land  holders  of  the  greatest 
part  of  that  country  actually  reside  in  Boston  and  Connecticut 
Governments,  and  so  far  from  being  turned  out  of  possession  as- 
is  set  forth  in  the  Petition,  that  the  greatest  part  of  them  never 
were  there ;  They  have  been  invited  to  settle  there,  by  all  the 
encouragement  this  Government  could  give,  but  it  is  still  a 
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matter  of  doubt  as  to  great  nnmliers  of  them,  whether  they  ever 
had  any  intentions  of  residing  there  or  not ;  Two  persons  agents 
for  some  otliers  who  came  to  Town  yesterday  to  solicit  a  Grant 
of  two  Townships  under  the  New ,  Hampshire  charters,  (whose 
claims  have  been  laid  above  a  Twelve  month  but  were  never 
proceeded  on)  Jiave  confirmed  what  I  now  write  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  Families,  and  have  declared  ingenuously  to  me 
that  there  are  no  settlements  on  the  Lands  they  came  now  to 
Claim,  nor  were  there  any  ever  made  in  consequence  of  the 
former  chai-ters,  hut  that  if  the  Governm'  would  indulge  them 
in  thetr  Grants  they  would  proceed  immediately  to  the  making 
of  Improvements,  and  this  is  the  case  with  the  greatest  number 
of  them ;  These  men  who  both  reside  in  the  Boston  Government 
informed  me  that  they  were  solicited  to- join  in  this  Petition 
but  refused  it,  as  many  of  the  most  considerable  people  there 
had  done  already,  and  were  not  a  little  surprized  at  some  of  the 
bold  assertions  in  it  which  they  tliemselves  know  to  be  false. 

I  can  give  no  opinion  or  account  of  their  being  engaged  in  the 
actual  service  of  His  Mujesiy  in  the  late  War,  which  they  sett 
forth  being  a  stranger  to  it,  but  Robinson  can  plead  but  little 
merit  from  his  service,  which  I  am  told  here  was  nothing  more 
than  that  of  driving  an  Ox  cart  for  the  Suttlers,  and  I  think  it 
must  be  obvious  to  every  one  that  very  few  Levies  could  be 
made  at  that  time  in  a  Frontier  Country  exposed  to  all  incursions, 
and  which  had  scarce  any  Inhabitants  at  all  iu  it. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  that  Allegation  that  some  of  the  Peiir 
timers  have  expended  the  whole  and  others  the  greatest  part  of  what 
they  were  with  in  purchasing  the  said .  Grants  ^x.  How  far  any 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  this  assertion  will  be  left  to  your  Lordship 
to  determine  after  it  is  made  to  appear  how  much  has  been  the 
real  original  expenee  of  these  Cliarters,  for  as  to  tlie  Improve- 
ment of  the  Lands  as  the  greatest  part  of  tliose  now  Petition'^  for 
are  still  uncultivated,,  certainly  no  claims  can  be  made  for  money 
laid  out  on  them.  From  the  best  informations  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  from  the  Claimants  themselves,-  there  appears  to  Imve 
been  a  sum  of  money  paid  down  on  the  taking  out  of  the  charter 
whioli  varies  much  (occasioned  as  I  suppose  from  the  Situation 
of  the  Lands)  and  that  the  wliole  amount  of  these  sums  have 
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been  from  Twenty  to  forty  Pounds  New  York  Currency  for  each 
Township  so  that  at  an  average,  Thirty  Pounds  (about  17ii" 
sterling)  may  he  deemed  the  real  expence  of  a  Township  which 
was  to  include  a  Tract  of  Ground  six  Miles  square,  but  very 
often  took  in  a  great  deal  more;  it  is  very  obvious  that  on  this 
Plan,  the  Expences  of  a  Township  being  divided  among  sixty  oi 
seventy  persons  (according  to  the  lists  on  the  back  of  the  Char- 
ters) must  be  very  inconsiderable  and  not  amount  to  a  greater 
sum  than  about  six  shillings  for  each  Proprietor,  and  if  matters 
had  been  conducted  Without  Fraud,  no  Complaint  would  have 
been  made  at  this  day;  But  Governor  Wentworth  now  imposed 
on  by  those  Lists  and  the  Parties  engaged  in  taking  out  a  number 
of  Townships  together  have  bought  and  sold,  conveyed  and  recon- 
veyed  so  often  (without  the  least  attention  to  any  Settlement 
which  should  have  been  the  principal  concern)  that  after  some 
hours  examination  of  some  of  tlie  Charters  we  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  the  Title  through  a  number  of  intricate  Deeds  not- 
withstanding the  charters  -were  granted  so  lately  and  the  Lands 
still  uncultivated,  so  that  the  Council  were  under  the  necessity 
at  last  of  giving  it  as  their  opinion  to  me  that  the  Grants  should 
be  made  to  pai-ficular  persons  in  each  Chai-tei',  upon  their  enter- 
ing into  a  Bond  with  good  and  sufficient  security  to  reconvey  to 
the  remainder  of  the  Proprietors  whom  "we  could  not  at  that  time 
discover,  the  shares  they  were  entitled  to  by  the  Charter;  these 
shares  consisting  each  of  350  acres  were  publicly  sold  here  and 
in  all  the  neighbouring  Provinces  for  thirty  shilUngs,  and  many 
persons  who  appeai-ed  before  the  Council  to  prove  their  Eights 
could  shew  no  better  Title  than  under  such  Deeds,  which  sum 
was  so  fai-  from  being  an  adequate  consideration  for  the  Land 
that  it  only  served  to  sett  the  Fraud  in  a  stronger  light.  M' 
Wentworths  Fees  were  secured  to  Mm  by  his  reserving  for  him- 
self a  Farm  of  Five  hundred  acres  in  each  Township,  and  the 
spot  where  ii  was  to  be  talien  up  was  in  all  the  chai-ters  marked 
with  the  Initial  Lres  of  his  name.  Besides  this,  other  Eeserva- 
tions  were  made  of  particular  Lots  under  the  Names  of  some 
members  of  the  Council  and  public  officers,  which  in  so'me  of 
the  Townships  amounted  to  between  5  and  6  Thousand  Acres, 
and  in  others  the  number  was  much  smallei".    Tliese  shares  have 
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beer,  distinguished  among  the  Inliabitanls  of  that  part  of  the 
Country  by  the  name  of  Reders,  and  ia  tlie  Petitions  of  those 
wlio  really  inteaded  to  make  Seltlements,  they  were  complained 
of  as  Grierances  because  the  owners  of  them  would  not  contri- 
bute to  any  public  work  which  was  caiTying  on  &  they  requested 
that  these  might  be  granted  to  persons  who  would  assist  iu 
making  the  Settlement.  This  Request  was  occasioned  by  the 
apprehensions  they  were  under  at  that  time,  that  these  Shares 
would  still  be  reserved,  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Go- 
vernor Bud  Council  here,  but  we  soon  relieved  them  from  any 
uneasiness  on  that  head  by  declaring  all  those  shares  on  which 
no  Improvements  had  been  made  to  be  revested  in  the  Crown 
and  tlie  greatest  part  of  them  have  since  been  granted  to  the 
reduced  officers  of  the  Army  who  have  petitioned  for  them  under 
His  Majesty's  Proclamation. 

In  order  to  support  what  I  have  advanced  in  regard  to  tiie 
small  expence  these  Petitioners  liaye  been  at  for-  their  Charters, 
as  Mr.  Wentwortli's  Fees  were  provided  for  without  their  assis- 
tance, I  beg  leave  to  make  a  small  extract  of  his  Letter  lo  rae 
which  was  laid  before  the  Council  on  the  \1^'^  Oct.  1766  and 
stands  on  the  minutes  of  that  day.  It  is  as  follows — That  it 
had  been,  the  practice  on  grouting  Lands  in  J^cw  Hampshire  to 
reserve  to  the  Governor  a  Farm  of  Jive  hundred  acres  in  each  Toim- 
ship,  which  is  the  mly  Perquisite  in  the  Govemmmt.  M"^  Went^ 
worth  afterwards  desires  that  his  claims  in  the  Township  of 
Erattlebororough  and  Rockingham  might  be  secured  to  him  in 
consideration  of  his  improvements  made  there  which  was 
accordingly  done  but  all  the  Reservations  for  him  which  were 
uncultivated  were  declared  revested  in  the  Crown.  I  can  make 
no  doubt  but  at  present  it  sufliciently  appeal's  that  there  was  as 
little  Foundation  for  asserting  so  barefaced  a  Falsehood  as  that 
of  iiaving  pay<i  so  large  a  sum  for  their  Charters  as  there  was  for 
saying  that  I  had  made  any  demands  on  them.  If  there  had 
been  real  claimants  of  the  ninety  six  Townships  and  they  had 
joined  together  in  this  Petition,  the  whole  of  their  expence 
would  not  have  amounted  to  1600  pounds  although  it  would 
appear  they  claimed  more  than  two  miUioa  of  acres,  but  this  ia 
very  far  from  being  the  case,  for  21  of  these  being  indisputably 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


''iQi  CONTHOVERSY  EEaPECTlNS  THE 

witliiii  the  former  Limits  of  this  Province  before  His  Majesty's 
Proclamation  in  regard  to  New  Hampshire  and  the  only  Settlemt* 
made  on  any  of  those  twenty  one  Townships  are  Intrusions,  and 
have  been  proved  to  be  so,  on  Patents  granted  by  this  Governm' 
some  of  thii-ty  others  of  sixty  years  stande.  ,  The  merits  of  28 
have  been  already  examined  before  the  Council  and  am  assured 
are  not  concerned  in  this  Petition,  four  of  which  have  passed 
the  Great  Seal,  three  more  are  ready  but  were  stopped  on  this 
occasion  and  the  rest  are  surveying  and  laying  out  as  fast  as  the 
Surveyor  Gen'  can  find  proper  men  to  execute  his  orders  so  that 
it  should  seem  as  if  the  ojily  pereons  who  had  not  complyed 
with  their  engagements  with  the  Crown  should  think  they  were, 
most  aggrieved,  and  expect  to  obtain  particular  marks  of  His 
Majestys  Favor  by  Fraud  and  Imposition  ;  neither  Robinson  nor 
his  Associates  who  under  a  pretended  Hampshire  right  settled 
upon  some  of  the  old  Patents  in  tliis  Province  have  ever  thought 
proper  to  make  use  of  that  indulgence  which  this  government 
had  shew^  to  them  by  confirming  their  settlements  to  them,  as 
is  already  mentioned  in  this  Letter,  or  have  ever  applyed  to  their 
Grants  on  the  contrary  they  have  made  a  merit  of  their  Stubborn- 
ness, in  order  to  disquiet  the  minds  of  tlieir  Neighboui's,  and  stir 
iipa  seditious  spirit  among  them  h'om  whence  they  are  in  expec 
tation  of  reaping  some  Benefit. 

The  Complaint  in  tiie  lO""  Paragraph  of  the  distance  from  the 
Capital  has  been  already  Answered  by  what  has  been  related  of 
the  new  County  of  Cumberland,  which  was  erected  on  purpose 
to  serve  that  part  of  the  Countiy,  but  even  in  such  a  ti'ifliug 
circumstance  as  this  they  have  not  confined  themselves  to  Truth, 
for  It  will  appear  on  inspecting  the  Map,  that  they  have  exagger- 
ated the  distance  at  least  one  quarter. 

I  have  now  gone  through  all  the  articles  in  the  Petition  except 
the  last,  which  is  so  extraordinary  in  itself  that  I  presume  iiotliing 
is  expected  in  answer  To  it.  From  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
Petition  and  the  number  of  Falsehoods  it  contains,  it  appears  to 
have  been  the  offspring  of  a  very  bad  Heart  and  I  thinlc  there  i3 
the  greatest  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  head  must  likewise 
have  been  impaired.  How  else  should  a  Man  of  one  of  the 
lowest  and  meanest  Occupations  at  once  set  up  for  a  Statesman 
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and  from  a  Notion  that  the  wheels  of  Government  are  easily 
managed  acd  conducted  as  those  of  a  Waggoiij  talce  upon  him  to 
direct  tlie  King's  Ministers  in  their  Departments.  As  for  my 
Part  I  have  been  taught  to  treat  with  so  much  respect,  those 
whom  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  honor  with  his  Confidence,  that 
[  am  persuaded  they  will  do  that  which  is  best  for  his  Service 
and  the  goocj  of  his  People,  without  standing  in  need  of  such 
able  Councellors  as  either  M'.  Robinson  or  myself.  I  have  the 
liondr  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

My  Lord  Your  Lordship's 
most  Obedient  and 
Rt  Honble  humble  Servant 

Earl  of  Shelburue.  H  :  Moobe, 


THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

[Lond.  Doc.  xl] 

Fort  George,  New  York,  lO  June  1767. 


My  Lord 

After  so  long  a  letter  as  I  have  already  addressed  to  your 
Lordship  in  answer  to  Robinsons  Petition,  it  is  a  matter  of 
concern  to  me  that  the  Petition  which  accompanied  it  from  the 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  puts  me  under  tlie  necessity 
of  saying  anything  more  on  the  same  Subject.  That  a  man  of 
so  notorious  a  Character  as  Robinson  should  deviate  from  Truth 
in  any  representation  of  Facts,  is  no  kind  of  Surprize  to  those 
wlio  know  him  here,  but  that  so  respectable  a  Society  as  that  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  sliould  present  a  Petition  supposed  to  be 
grounded  on  Facts  which  are  not  ti'ue  in  themselves  has  astonish- 
ed eveay  one  liere  who  has  been  informed  of  it.  By  some 
similar  expressions  to  those  in  the  Petition  of  Robinson,  1 
apprehend  they  both  came  from  the  same  quarter,  and  that  the 
Society  has  been  first  imposed  upon  and  afterwards  engaged  to 
present  a  Petition  of  the  same  kind  with  that  relative  to  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  with  no  other  intent  than  to  be  a  mor© 
eifectual  means  to  impose  on  his  Maty's  Ministers. 
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There  are  but  three  particular  causes  of  complaint  assigiied 
wliicli  are  all  easily  answered  and  set  aside.  Tlie  fii'st  is,  that 
the  Grantees  had  settled  some  part  of  the  townsliips  ;  were  pre- 
paiing  to  settle  the  remainder  with  a  reservation  of  the  said 
several  shares  for  the- public  uses,  but  were  prevented  by.  tlie 
Croverunm'  of  New  York  &c.  How  far  the  settlements  have 
been  carried  on  has  been  already  shewed,  and  I  shall  leave  it  to 
your  Ldp.  to  judge  of  their  intentions  in  regard  to  the  remainder 
when  I  take  upon  me  to  assert  that  notwithstanding  the  appro- 
priation of  these  Shares  for  public  uses  and  Expressly  so  described 
in  the  Body  of  the  Chatters,  The  Petitioners  had  so  little  design  to 
serve  any  body  but  themselves  that  they  had  the  assurance  to 
request  that  these  public  shares  might  be  divided  among  tliem, 
without  gtvuig  the  least  attention  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  designed  and  without  the  least  scrapie  of  defrauding  the 
Society  of  its  Rights  ;  If  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Council 
in  regard  to  the  Interest  of  the  Society  had  not  difTered  greatly 
ftom  those  of  the  Petitioners  I  can  talie  upon  me  to  say  that  the 
Society  would  not  at  tliis  time,  have  been  entitled  to  a  single  lot 
of  Land  m  all  that  part  of  the  Province.  There  is  not  the  least 
Foundation,  for  that  assertion  of  being  prevented  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  JVew  York  for  great  care  was  taken  to  give  them  all  the 
assiu'ances  possible  that  they  should  be  protected  in  their  Rights 
and  no  pains  were  spared  to  convince  tlie  Settlers  of  tlie  good 
Intentions  of  this  Government  towards  tliem. 

The  Second  Complaint  is,  That  they  are  altogether  deprived  of  the 
greater  and  better  part  of  their  Right.  I  ha.V6  already  had  the 
honor  of  acquainting  your  Lordship  that  there  have  been  proceed- 
ings only  on  28  of  these  Townships  ;  In  24  of  them  the  Rights  of 
the  Society  and  all  the  grants  in  the  first  Cliarters  for  public  uses 
have  been  expressly  reserved  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned. 
No  failure  has  .been  made  but.  in  the  four  first  Grants  which 
passed  the  Council,  and  as  I  am  informed  that  the  Charters  were 
not  at  that  time  before  them,  it  occasion'^  an  Omission  wliich  has 
been  guarded  against  ever  since,  of  these  four,  only  one  has  pagsed 
the  Great  Seal,  so  that  the  shares  may  be  still  reserved  in  the  three 
which  remain.     This  happened  before  my  arrival  in  America. 

The  Third  Complaint  is,  That  as  the  Residue  of  such  Lands 
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which  are  not  already  granted  away,  they  are  burlhmed  u-ith  such 
expenses  and  Charges  as  ar?  greatly  more  than  eq^tal  in  point  of 
value,  to  the  SMres  ih&aselves..  The  only  way  this  assertion  cao 
be  answ^  Is  by  denying  it  flatly,  and  I  am  extremely  &orry  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  declailng  to  your  Lordship  that  there  is 
not  a  word  of  truth  hi  it;  When  the  first  Petitioners  for  these 
public  Shares  could  not  obtain  them  for  their  own  uses,  as  I 
h»v^.  already  mentioijed  they  desired  tliat  the  Society  might  be 
Charged  with  a  Share  of  the  Expenses  which  would  be  incurred 
for  surveying  &«.  But  this  was  likewise  absolutely  refused, 
and  they  were  told  that  if  they  did  not  choose  to  take  out  their 
grants  on  the  Terms  of  paying  the  Costs  of  the  four  Public 
Shares  amongst  them  they  should  not  have  them  at  all.  The 
Reason  which  occasioned  this  Declaration  was.  that  as  tliere 
appeared  on  the  back  of  each  Charter  a  long  list  of  Karnes  the 
greatest  part  of  which  are  entirely  unknown  The  Council 
joined  in  Opinion  with  me  that  if  these  were  the  names  of  real 
Proprietors  there  could  be  no  hardship  in  fixing  the  Expense  on 
them  as  the  Quota  of  each  person  interested  in  the  Town- 
ship would  be  so  smaU  as  to  amount  at'  most  to  a  mere  trifle. 
By  this  means  the  Society's  shares  were  so  far  from  being  bur- 
thened  with  expanses  and  charged  greatly  more  than,  equal  in  point 
of  value  to  the  Lands  ihems^ves,  that  they  are  not  chaa-ged  with 
the  expense  of  a  single  shilling.  I  am  sorry  to  say  tiiat  our 
suspicions  of  these  names  on  the  back  of  the  Charters  were 
but  too  well  founded  and  it  has  since  appeared  that  some  of  the 
Charters  which  have  made  their  appearance  in  great  Form  and 
imder  the  claims  of  sixty  or  seventy  proprietors  have  been 
found  in  reality  to  belong  to  no  more  than  six  or  seven  Persons, 
which  will  be  a  great  Detriment  to  the  settling  of  that  part  of 
t!ie  Province,  and  is  entirely  contradictory  to  His  Majesty's 
Orders  which  are  that  no  more  than  one  thousand  acres  should 
be  given  to  each  Person. 

I  hope  by  what  I  have  here  offered  in  answer  to  the  Society's 
Petition,  that  it  will  sufficiently  appear  to  your  Ldp  how  they 
have  been  imposed  on  in  the  accounts  they  have  received  of  OM 
Proceedings  here,  and  to  wliich  they  have  so  readily  given 
credit.    Had  the  true  state  of  the  case  been  laid  before  His 
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Majesty  it  would  have  appeared  that  in  order  to  malie  up  for  a 
Loss  sustained  by  350  acres  in  one  of  the  Toivnships  which 
happened  before  my  arrival,  by  a  mere  omission  of  the  Coimcil 
in  their  first  entering  on  a  new  scene  of  Business,  I  had  taken 
caie  to  secure  to  the  Church  as  soon  as  I  had  it  in  my  power,  a 
large  District  comprehending  no  less  than  23,300  acres. 

I  have  enquired  of  D'  Auchmuty  the  Eector  of  Trinity 
Church  here  (who  is  I  am  informed  the  principal  correspondent 
of  the  Society  in  this  Province)  from  wlience  this  extraordinary 
information  could  be  sent,  but  he  tells  me  that  he  is  entirely  igno- 
rant of  it,  and  as  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  imagine  that  the 
Society  have  not  founded  their  petition  on  better  authority 
than  wliat  they  have  received  from  Robinson  and  his  associates, 
I  hope  they  weU  act  with  so  much  candour  when  they  are 
informed  of  the  pai'ticulars  of  my  answer  as  to  lay  before  your 
Lordship  (he  authorities  upon  which  they  have  been  induced  to 
present  a  Petition  to  His  Majesty  which  tends  so  manifestly  t& 
Calumniate  me.  Common  Justice  requires  this  at  theii'  Hands 
and  the  Principles  upon  which  that  Society  is  supposed  to  act  in 
other  matters,  will  I  hepe  suggest  to  them  that  such  a  behaviour 
will  be  necessaiy  on  this  occasion  not  only  in  support  of  my 
Character,  but  of  their  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,  My  Lord, 
Your  Lordships  most  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

m  Honi-i^  Earl  of  Shelburne  H.  Moore. 

•,•  In  Connc.  Min.  sxv.  There  is  an  entry  eubstantially  of  tlie  same  purport 
as  the  above,  dated  10  June  1767;&in.To!,  xxix,  250  will  be  found  o  Kojal  order 
dated  26  June  1767,  disallowing  an  act  passed  by  the  Hew  Torlc  Legislature  in 
1766  erecting  the  lands  on  tie  west  of  Connecticat  Elver  into  tie  County  of 
Cumberland. 
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ORDER  OF  THE  KING  IN  COUNCIL 


[Council  Minutes  vol.  isvi.] 
At  the  Court  at  S*  Janie's  the  24'^  day  of  July  1767, 
Present. 
The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury        Earl  of  Shelburne. 
Lord  Chancellor.  Viscount  Falmouth. 

Dulre  of  Queensbury  Viscount  Bairington. 

Dulce  of  Ancaster.  Viscount  Clare 

Lord  Cliamberluin.  Bishop  of  London 

Earl  of  Litchfield.  M^  Secretary  Conway, 

Earl  of  Bristol  Hans  Stanley  Esquire 

Whekeas  there  was  tiiis  day  read  at  the  Boai'd,  a  Report  from 
the  lUght  Honoij'«  tlie  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for 
Plantation  affairs,  dated  the  30-''  of  last  month  in  the  words 
following  viz' 

«  Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  refer  unto  this  Com- 
"  mittee  the  humble  Petition  of  the  Incorporated  Society  for 
"the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  Setting 
"forth  among  other  things,  that  penning  Wentworth  Esquire 
*'  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England,  made  several 
"Grants  of  Large  Tracts  of  Land  lying  on  the  West  side  of 
"  Connecticut  River,  which  were  incorporated  into  above  one 
"  hundred  Townships,  ^nd  several  shares  were  reserved  in  each 
«  of  tlie  said  Grants  to  the  Petitioners  for  a  Glebe  for  the  Cliurcb 
"of  England,  and  for  the  benefit  of  a  School ;  Tliat  the  Govern- 
"  ment  of  New  York  having  claimed  the  said  Lands  and  the 
"  Jurisdiction  thereof,  granted  great  part  of  those  Lands  witliout 
"reserving  any  shares  for  the  abovementioned  Publick  Uses: 
"  And  therefore  the  Petitioners  Pray  tli^t  the  Grants  made  by 
"  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  may  be  ratified  and  con- 
"  firmed,  or  such  order  made  thereupon  as  to  your  Majesty 
"should  seem  meet — and  your  Majesty  having  been  likewise 
"  pleased  to  refer  unto  this  Committee  the  humble  Petition  of 
Vol.  IV.  39 
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"  Samuel  Robinson  of  Bennington  in  North  America  on  behalf  of 
"  himself  and  more  tiiau  one  tliousand  otlier  Grantees  ol'  Lands 
"  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  Kiver,  under  Certain  Grants 
"  issued  by  the  said  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  Setting  forth 
"  among''  otlier  tilings,  that  the  said  Governor  made  Grants  to 
■'  the  Petitioners  of  several  Tracts  of  Land  lying  as  aforesaid  on 
''  the  Western  side  of  the  Connecticut  River,  wliich  were  incoipo- 
"  rated  into  above  one  hundred  Townships  and  supposed  to  lie 
"  witliin  the  Government  of  New  Hampsbire,  whereupon  the 
"  Pctitionei's  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  settling  and  culti- 
"  vating  the  same.  That  on  the  20ih  of  July  1764  tlie  said  Lands 
"  having  been  declared  by  your  Majesty  to  be  witliin  tlie  Govern- 
•'  ment  of  New  'York,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  o'f  that  Pro- 
"  vince  made  grants  of  part  of  the  said  Lands  Included  within 
"the  Petitioners  Grants,  which  being  of  infinite  prejudice  to 
"  them ;  they  therefore  most  hnmbly  pray  (amongst  other 
*'  things)  that  tlieir  said  several  Grants  made  by  Governor  Went- 
"  worth  may  be  ratified  and  confirmed  under  your  Majesty's 
"  Royal  Order.  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  in  obedience  to 
*'  your  Majesty's  said '  Order  of  Reference,  have  taken  the  said 
"Petitions  Into  their  Consideration,  together  with  a  Report 
"  made  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations 
"  upon  the  former  of  the  said  Petitions,  and  do  thereupon  agree 
"humbly  to  report  as  their  opinion  to  your  Majesly,  that 
"the  most  Positive  orders  should  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
^'  Governor  of  New  York,  to  desist  fiom  making  any  Grants 
"  whatsoever  of  any  Part  of  those  Lands,  until  your  Majesty's 
"  further  Pleasure  shall  be  known," 

His  Majesty  taking,  the  said  Report  into  Consideration,  was 
pleased  with  the  advice  of  bis  Privy  Council  to  approve  thereof, 
and  doth  hereby  strictly  charge  require  and  command  that  the 
Governor  or  Com'mander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of 
New  York  for  the  Time  beuig,  do  not  (upon  Pain  of  his  Majes- 
ty's liighest  displeasure)  presume  to  make  any  Grant  whatever 
of  any  Part  of  the  Lands  described  in  the  said  Report,  until  his 
Majesty's  further  Pleasure  shall  be  known  concerning  the  same. 
W:  Sharpe. 
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Oil  Reading  and  due  Consideration  Whereof,  [20""  October 
17C3]  his  Honour  tlie  Lieutenant  Governor  was  pleased  to  re- 
quire the  opinion  of  the  Council,  whether  his  Majesty's  said  order 
extended  to  restrain  the  Granting  of  any  Lands  formerly  claimed 
by  New  Hampshire,  but  which  Imve  not  been  granted  by  that 
Government;  tlie  Council  thereupon  declai-ed  they  were  of  opi- 
nion his  Majestys  said  order  prohibited  only  the  granting  of  such 
of  tlie  said  Lands  as  have  actually  been  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Hampshire,  and  does  not  extend  to  any  part  of  the 
said  Lands  which  have  not  been  granted  by  that  Government. 


List  of  Judges,  Assistant  Justices  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Cumberland  appointed  by  Commission  bearing 
date  the  T'^  day  of  April  1768. 

Tliomas  Chandler  ^ 

Joseph  Lord  (liesigned)   }  Judges 

Samuel  Wells  ) 

Thomas  Chandler  Junior  \ 

Samue!  Stevens  (never  lived  in  the  county)  f  Assistant 
Nathan  Stone  t  Justices 

William  Willard  ) 

Thomas  Bridgman  (Dead)  •. 

Bildad  Andros  / 

Israil  Curtis,  >  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Henry  Wells  (never  Qualified)  \ 

Simon  Stevens  / 


GOV.  MOORE  TO  LORD  IIILLSBOEOUGH. 

[Ion.  Doo.  slii.] 

New  York  10  Aug.  1769. 
My  Lord, 

If  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  an  apology  to  your 
Lordp  in  my  last  letter  at  the  time  I  transmitted  two  petitions, 
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coiiceniing  the  Lands  on  the  Connecticut  Eiver,  witli  miicli 
greater  reason  sliotild  I  do  it  now  in  oifering  any  thing  more  on 
the  same  subject.  The  inclosed  petitions  were  preparing  at  tlie 
time  the  lastPacquetsaiied,  and  notwithstanding  I  liave  informed 
the  persons  concerned  in  it,  of  what  your  Lordi"  was  pleased  to 
mention  in  your  letter  by  tliiS  last  Paciiquet  concerning  those 
lands,  tliey  still  tliiak  it  an  inj  ustice  done  to  them  not  to  forward 
their  ease  to  your  Lordp  if  their  grants  are  refused  to  be  made 
out  by  me  on  tlieir  application  for  tliera.  So  much  has  already 
been  said  on  this  head,  that  I  shall  only  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
folluwing  observations  to  j'our  Lord?.  When  His  Miij'^'*  order 
ill  Council  was  first  sent  over  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne;  forbid- 
ding any  further  grants  to  he  made  of  the  Lands  in  qu&stifm  it 
was  the  general  opinion  here,  that  the  restriction  was  only 
intended  to  be  laid  on  the  granting  of  any  patents  which  could 
possibly  affect  the  particular  Townships,  set  forth  in  Robinson's 
Petition;  I  toot  His  Majty''  order  in  a  greater  latitude, &  not- 
withstandins;  tlie  repeated  attacks  made  npun  me,  as  well  by 
reduced  officers  and  disbanded  Sohliers,  as  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province,  I  have  constantly  refused  to  comply  with 
their  demands  allthough  the  Lands  for  whicli  they  applyed  had 
never  been  granted  by  the  Govern'  of  N.  Hampshire,  or  included 
in  the  above  mentioned  Petition;  as  some  Townships  were  sup- 
posed to  be  laid  out  on  tlie  west  side  of  Lake  Champlaiu  (altho' 
there  was  no  other  foundation  for  sueli  a  supposition  than  a  Map 
printed  in  the  Province  of  Connecticut),  I  observed  the  same 
Eule  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  Country,  notwithstiinding 
there  was  not  the  least  appearance  upon  Earth  of  a  survey 
having  been  made  there  it  is  now ,  above  two  years  since 
I  wrote  my  first  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Shelbnrne  in  answer  to  the 
Petitions  of  Eobinson  and  the  Society  for  propagating  the 
Gospel,  during  which  time  I  have  used  every  means  in  ray 
power  to  carry  into  execution  the  plan  I  had  formed  by  making 
such  a  communication  with  the  ProV^^  of  Quebec  as  I  have 
already  had.  the  honor  of  laying  before  your  Lord^  but  in  our 
present  situation  every  endeavour  of  mine  w'ill  be  rendered 
Ineffectual,  if  the  Lands  on  the  [Easf?]  side  of  the  Lake  are 
not  permitted  to  be  granted,  for  those  tracts  which  are  now  in 
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tlse  possession  of  officers  and  soldiers,  not  being  cliarged  with 
iiiiy  quit  Rent  for  tlie  fii-st  ten  years,  remain  still  in  tlie  samo 
uncultivated  state,  as  when  tiiey  [were]  first  granted,  and  of 
course  will  be  ahvays  an  obstruction  to  the  making  of  Koadsoa 
the  side  of  the  Lake  till  some  settlers  can  be  fixed  there.  Our 
precarious  communication  with  the  pn>vince  of  Quebec  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  requires  that  the  advantage  of  3 
Public  Road  should  be  procured  as  soon  as  possible,  but  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  Man  to  engage  those  who  proposed  settling 
in  those  parts  in  any  such  undertaking  till  they  have  proper 
titles  to  their  Lands. 

Tiie  accounts  which  have  been  given  to  me  of  the  falls  on  t!iG 
Connecticut  River  vary  so  much,  as  there  objects  are  seen  in 
different  lights  by  different ,  people,  that  I  was  determined 
to  see  them  myself,  and  in  expectation  of  receiving  His 
Maj'js  commands  relative  to  that  part  of  tJie  Counti'y  had 
made  the  necessary  preparation  for  my  expedition,  by  ordering 
some  Boats  to  he  built  in  tlie  uppermost  inhabited  Township  OD 
tliat  River.  My  intention  was  to  iiave  taken  a  view  of  the 
whole  stream  from  Newberry  to  the  Massachusetts  iiue,  and  to 
have  made  an  attempt  to  render  those  falls  and  rapids  (if  possi- 
ble) less  dangerous  aud  inconvenient  for  the  floating  of  Timber 
down,  for,  I  have  been  informed,  that  several  Masts  have  been 
so  far  shattered  either  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  Conductors 
or  by  choosing  improper  seasons  for  such  a  work,  as  to  be  totally 
unfit  for  service.  As  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  is  equally 
interested  in  the  improvement  of  this  Navigation,  M^  Went- 
worth  has  declared  his  readiness  to  cooperate  witli  me  in  any 
plan  which  coidd  made  it  a- public  benefit,  and  I  only  waited 
for  your  I>ordPs  orders  to  empower  me  to  proceed  in  this  under- 
taking. I  liave  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect.  My 
Lord,  Your  Lordp's  most  obedient 

and  humble  Servant, 

II.  Mooas. 
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CLERGY  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO  SIR  WM.  JOHNSON,  BART. 

RECOMMENDING  PABTEIDGE   THATCHER,   ESQ.,   AS   riBST   GOVERNOR 
OF  THE  K.  H.   GKASTS. 

New-IIaven  14  Sep'  1769 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

Whereas  it  lias  been  espectfid,  that  the  Lands  to  the  Westward 
of  Connecticut  River,  which  were  granted  by  Benning  Went- 
worth  Esquire  late  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  (in  which  the 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  &'^a  have  considerable  Inte- 
rest) would  be  erected  into  a  new  Government  and  considerable 
Interest  has  been  made  in  Favour  of  Partridge  Thatcher  Esq' 
the  Bearer  hereof,  that  he  might  be  made  the  first  Governor 
thereof,  and  Application  being  made  to  this  Convention  in  Miy 
last,,  to  interest  themselves,  in  this  Gentleman's  Favour,  we 
(knowing  his  Worth,  and  firm  Attachment  to  the  present  Esta- 
blishment both  in  Church  and  State)  did  then  write  to  the  Society 
requesting  their  Interest  with  Administration  in,  his  Eavourj 
should  said  Lands  be  erected  into  a  Government. 

We  now  therefore  ask  your  Interest  to  promote  said  Design 
should  you  in  your  Wisdom  think  proper,  We  are, 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

Tour  Escellency's  most  obedient 
And  most  humble  Servants 

Missionaries  tof-^^™^^^^  ^'^^'■™  Richard  Mansfiele 
the  honorable  So-\^°'^"'  ^^*"'°"  Christopher  Newtom 

oiety  for  the  Pro-  '  ^^i^^'NEZEa  Kneeland     James  Scovil 
pagation    of    the' 
GospeJ  in  foreign 
Parts. 


\  Richard  Clarke  Samuel  Andrews 

Bel  A  Ht'BEARD 

John  Tyler 
SoLOMOM  Palmer, 


To  His  Excellency. 

Sir  WilUam  Johnson  Bar' 
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PROCLAMATION 

OF  THE  GOVERKMENT  OF  NEW-VOBK,  FOR  SEIZING  JAMES  BRAKEH- 
RIDGE,  AND  OTHERS,  FOR  RIOTOUSLY  OBSTH0CTI.VG  THE  PAKTITION 
OF  WALLUMSCHACK   PATENT. 


By  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden, 
Esquire,  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant-Govern- 
or, and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Pioviace  of  New  York,  and  the  Temto- 
iies  depending  thereon,  in  America, 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  in  Pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
Province,  entitled,  "An  Act  Jbr  the  more  effectual  collecting  his 
Majesty's  Quit-Rents  in  the  Colony  of  New  York,  and  for  Parti- 
tion of  Lands  in  order  thereto,"  Commissioners  and  a  Surveyor 
were  lately  appointed  to  malte  Partition  of  certain  Lots,  Parcel 
of  a  larger  Tract  of  Land,  situate  on  tlie  East  Side  of  Hudson's 
Kiver,  in  tlie  County  of  Albany,  called  Wallumschack,  granted 
to  James  De  Lancey,  Gerardus  Stuyvesandt,  Esquires,  and 
others,  by  Letters  Palent  under  tiie  Great  Seal  of  the  said 
Province,  bearing  Date  the  flfteentli  Day  of  July,  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  ;  and  the  said  Commissioners,  in 
the  Execntion  of  their  Duty,  being  employed  in  surveying  the 
said  Lots  of  Land,  were,  on  tlie  nineteentli  Day  of  October  last 
past,  interrupted  and  opposed  by  a  Number  of  armed  Men, 
tumultuously  and  riotously  assembled,  for  the  declared  Purpose 
of  preventing  the  said  Partition,  who,  by  open  Force,  compelled 
the  Commissioners  Surveyor,  to  desist  from  the  said  Survey,  and 
by  Insults  and  Menaces,  so  intimidated  the  said  Commissionera, 
tliat  apprehensive  for  the  Safety  of  theit  Persons,  tliey  found  it 
necessary  to  relinquish  any  furtlier  Attempt  to  perform  tlie 
Trust  so  reposed  in  them,  by  wliicli  violent  and  disorderly  Pro- 
ceedings, tlie  said  Rioters,  in  Contempt  of  the  Law,  and  in 
Defiance  of  tlie  Autliority  of  this  Government,  have  not  ouly 
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broken  tin.'.  King's  Peace,  and  set  a  dangerous  Example  fo  otlierg, 
but  liave  defeated  the  Operation  of  the  said  Acf,  in  the  Division 
uf  the  Land  aforesaid  :  And  it  appearing  by  sufficient  Evidence, 
that  James  ErackenrJdge,  Jedcdiah  Due,  Samuel  Robinson, 
Niithaniel  I-Iorncr,  Henry  Walbridge,  and  Moses  Robinson,  all  of 
the  said  County  of  Albany,  Yeomen,  were  among  the  principal 
Antliors  of  and  Actors  in  the  said  Riot  and  Breach  of  the  Peace : 
In  Order,  therefore,  to  bring  the  said  offenders  to  condign  Punish- 
ment, and  that  others  warned  by  their  Example,  may  be  deterred 
from  the  Commission  of  such  dangerous  Practices  for  tJie  Future, 
I  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  his  Miijesty's 
Council  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  strictly  commanding  and 
requiring  tlie  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  to  appre- 
hend and  take  all,  and  every  the  before-named  Rioters  and 
Offenders,  and  them  to  commit  to  safeandsecure  Custody  to  answer 
for  their  several  Offences,  and  to  bedealtwith  according  to  Law  : 
And  for  that  Purpose  if  it  shall  be  necessary,  to  raise  and  take 
to  his  Assistance  the  Posse  Comitatus,  or  whole  Power  of  tlie 
County.:  .And  all  Magistrates  Officers,and  Ministersof  Justice, 
are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  give  their  Aid  and  Assist- 
ance, nor  only  in  appreJiending  the  said  several  Oifenders,  and 
committing  them  to  safe  Custody  ;  bjit  in  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing all  future  Riots  and  Disorders,  of  the  like  dangerous 
Tendency. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at  Fort  George,  in 
the  City  of  New-York,  the  twelftli  Day  of  December,  17C9,  and 
in  the  tenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
tlie  Tliird,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 

Cadwalladeii  Golden. 
By  his  Honor's  Command, 

Gw.  Banvar,  D,  Secry. 

God  save  the  Kii^g. 
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AFFIDAVITS  OF  MESSES.  EilACKENKIDGE  AKD  IIOBINSON. 

On  the  Nineteenth  Day  of  October  A.  D.  17(i9.  Leu'  James 
BreakenriiJge  went  witli  his  liired  men  To  his  Field  and  Some 
others  to  gathering  corn  and  Some  niore  People  asembled  a  few 
of  whitoh  had  guns:  &  John  Munro  Esq' -  Come  their  &  in  a 
friendly  manner  toldhlra.  the  SJBreakinridgethe  Gentlemen  from 
Albany  were  acoming  to  Run  a  Line  their  and  Told  him  not  to 
Stop  them  By  Force  if  he  Did  he  would  Expose  him  Seltli  to 
the  Law  and  Read  the  Law  To  hira  upon  whitch  said  Breakin- 
ridge  Desii-ed  the  people  to  go  home  or  with  Draw  out  of  his 
Field  as  he  Saitli :  for  the  Gentlemen  from  Albany  were  then 
within  about  Eighty  Rods  a  'Running  their  Line  into  S^  iield 
Instantly  Sam"  Robinson  Returned  from  Albany  witli  advice 
from  M»  Silvester  the  King  Atom-ney  and  a  Notter  gentleman 
of  Note  wliiteli  Brealrinridgc  and  Robinson  again  Desired  the 
people  to  withDraw  and  if  they  would  not  we  would  go  home 
upon  whitch  the  people  withDrew  Some  Distance  :  Said  Break- 
inridge  and  Robinson  went  to  the  Surveyor  and  Chainman  after 
they  had  come  into  the  field  over  the  Twenty  mile  Line  so  called  : 
and  ask  them  By  wliat  authority  they  Run  in  our  Possessions 
and  Desired  them  Not  to  Rnn  :  they  Told  us  we  must  ask  the 
commissioners,  whitch  we  Desirfd  they  would  call  them  the 
Surveyor  Spoke  to  them  and  Sed  he  was  Stopt  M'  Bleeker  made 
answer  have  they  Broke  your  chain  they  Sed  No  he  answered 
Run  then  then  we  Desired  he  would  Let  them  Stop  which  was 
Done  for  we  wanted  Some  Talk  together  and  tliey  came  to  us 
Namely  John  R.  Bleeker  Peter  Langsing  Esq'  and  Thomas  hun 
Commissi(mers :  and  after  compliments  M''.  Lansing  Saith 
Robinson  I  am  glad  to  see  yon  But  what  means  so  many  People 
together  and  some  with  arms  onr  People  Being  in  Siglit  about 
Sixty  Rods  olfwe  told  them  we  could  nottell  we  had  no  connec- 
tion with  their  Being  together  and  had  Desired  them  to  H'ithDraw 
out  of  t'lo  field  :  and  hoped  they  would  not  take  anyadvant^e  ; 
for  our  People  Did  Not  understand  Law  M^  Lansing  Seith  we 
were  afraid  your  Peojile  would  Rush  on  us  and  Do  us  some 
mischief :  we  Told  tliem  they  would  Not  and  we  Two  had  come 
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in  a  fi'iendly  manner  To  see  By  wliat  authority  tliey  Run  in  our 
Possession  and  claim  :  tliey  say  tliey  will  not  Take  any  advantage 
against  us  upon  their  words  and  say  if  we  will  go  witli  them  to 
M''  Pei'ces  wliere  their  tilings  was  tliey  would  show  us ;  accord- 
ingly we  went,  they  shew  us  an  act  of  the  Assembly  to  Divide 
their  Great  Pattens  so  that  his  Majesty  might  liave  his  Quit-rent ; 
and  an  act  of  the  Pattentees  of  the  wallumsack  grant  who  had 
apoinfed  them  to  make  Partition  of  said  Grant  la  Each  Grantee 
we  told  them  there  Grant  lay  within  the  County'  of  Albany  and 
they  were  out  of  said  County  infringing  on  our  Grants  made  By 
New  Hampshire  and  we  understood  his  Majesty  had  forbide 
them  making  any  Grants  on  ours  or  hindering  our  Settlement : 
they  say  we  are  forbide  Making  any  Grants  and  stop  :  we  Told 
tliem  we  did  Not  see  as  they  had  any  Right  To  Run  over  the 
Twenty  mile  Line  Bi'cakinridge  Desired  they  would  Not  Run  in 
his  Possession  and  Told  tliem  we  ware  appointed  as  Committee 
for  Bennington  and  were  Large  Proprietors  of  Shaftsbury  we 
therefore  as  such  Did  forbide  there  Running  for  we  held  our 
Lands  By  our  New  Hampshire  Cbaiiers  and  had  it  in  Possession 
and  Supposed  a  good  Right  to  It ;  and  if  they  Run  they  must 
Run  it  as  Disputed  Lands  they  answered  then  Stop  us  or  Break 
our  chain  ;  we  Told  them  we  would  not  Take  any  unlawful 
methods  But  told  them  if  they  would  not  stop  for  what  we  liad 
Sed  they  must  Run  it  as  Disputed  Land  and  we  would  go  home 
about  our  Eussines  so  parted :  after  we  bad  got  Some  Distance 
they  called  us  Back  and  ask  us  if  our  People  Intended  to  stop 
them  they  would  Be  glad  they  would  do  it,  then  to  which  we 
answered  we  Did  Not  think  they  would  stop  them  But  DidNot 
No  :  for  we  Did  Not  intend  to  Break  any  Law  or  Expose  our 
selves  :  they  say  we  had  Beter  stop  them  if  we  intended  to  we 
Returned  the  answer  as  Eelbre  we  would  not :  unless  they  would 
Tell  us  what  way  we  could  without  Brealting  any  Law  for  we 
had  not  breaken  any  Law  Nor  Did  Not  Intend  to  :  they  say  we  had 
not  nor  they  would  not  Take  any  advantage  against  us  But 
Desired  we  would  go  to  our  People  to  No  if  they  intended  to 
stop  them  we  told  them  we  would  go  on  their  Desire  if  they 
would  wait  half  an  hour  to  which  they  agreed  we  went  and  Told 
the  People  the  Gentlemen  Requist  we  Told  them  what  we  had 
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done  and  advise  by  no  means  to  stop  tliem  to  whitcli  they  agreed 
if  we  would  Take  'Two  or  three  as  Evidences  aud  desire  tiiem 
Not  to  Kun  only  as  Disputed  Lands  tlien  went  Back  and  met 
tliem  in  the  field  and  Returned  tlie  answer  as  above  they  Told 
us  then  Break  our  chain  or  compass  or  Tread  on  our  Chain  to 
whitch  we  answered  we  should  not  Tread  on  their  cliain  Nor 
Break  it  or  compass  Nor  Meddle  with  their  Persons  but  give 
them  the  honuour  that  Belonged  to  their  charracters  so  Bide  tliem 
farewell  they  shook  hands  and  God  Bless  us  wish  us  well  and 
we  Immediately  Betuined  to  our  houses  and  Left  them  on  tlie 
spot  and  Bleve  all  our  People  Did  so  Return  with  is  the-  whole 
Truth  we  No. 

James  Break eheidge 
Samll  Robinson. 

Province  of  New  >  February  14^''  1770.  The  afores"!  James 
Hampshire  ^^  J  Breakenridge  &  Samuel  Robinson  person- 
ally appeared  &  made  Solemn  oatli  tliattlie  foregoing  Deposition 
or  Narative  by  them  Subscribed  is  the  truth  the  whole  truth  & 
nothing  bnt  the  truth. 

Before  me  Samuel  Livermore,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


IT.  GOV.  GOLDEN  TO  LORD  HILLSBOROUGH. 

[Lond.  Doc,  XLII.] 

New  Yorkj  4  January  1770. 
My  Lord, 

His  Majestys  order  in  Council  of  the  24"'  July  17C7  restrains 
me  from  granting  the  letters  Patent  prayed  for  by  tlie  inclosed 
Petition.  I  am  well  assured  that  the  facts  are  as  set  forth  by 
the  Petitioners,  and  whatever  equitable  claim  tliose  persons  may 
have  wlio  took  grants  of  Lands  from  tlie  Govern'  of  New 
Hampshire,  lying  Eastward  of  any  lauds  granted  by  this  Pro- 
vince certainly  cannot  extend  to  such  as  did  lately  obtain  grants 
from  that  Govern'  of  Lands  lying  nearer  Hndsons  River  than 
lands  do,  which  were  granted  under  this  ProV'  upwards  of 
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sixty  j-ears  ago,  espccitiUy  when  it  is  considered tliat  tlicy  passed 
over  a  large  extent  of  Land, much  neai'er  to  Connecticut  River 
to  come  to  those  Lands  wlilcli  lye  witliin  the  antient  possessions 
of  the  Prov^'i  Tliat  some  of  them  evea  seated  themselves  on 
Lands  which  the. Settlers  under  tliis  Prov^i^  had  been  obliged  to 
abandon  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  War — and  that  they 
obtained  Grants  from  the  Govern'  of  N.  Hampshire  for  any  of 
these  Lands,  without  paying  the  least  regard  to  the  prior  Grants 
and  notorious  claim  of  this  Province. 

Tlie  Petitioners  have  been  at  Considerable  expense  in  explor- 
ing ajid  snrve3'ing  these  lands,  and  iiave  hitherto  been  prevented 
froni  receiving  the  benefit  of  His  Maj"*  bounty.  I  therefore 
thought  it  necessary,  My  Lord,  to  comply  with  their  desire  that 
I  should  transmit  thsir  Petition  to  your  Lordr  in  order  to  obtain 
His  Maj'ys  Commands  thereon. 

I  find,  My  Loitl,  that  the  Settlement  and  Cultivation  of  the 
Counti'y  lying  West  of  Connecticut  River,  which  was.  formerly 
granted  by  the  Govern'  of  New  Hampshire  is  entirely  retarded 
by  the  Controversies  wliich  have  arisen  between  those  Proprie- 
tors and  this  Government.  When  I  formerly  lield  the  Adminis- 
tration, I  had  resolved  on  measures  respecting  these  Lands 
which  I  was  then  assured  would  give  entire  satisfaction  to  these 
people  &.  would  produce  the  immediate  settlement  of  the 
Country,  and  a  very  considerable  augmentation  of  His  Majestys 
Quit- Rents. 

I  found  the  people  who  had  taken  grants  of  Lands  from  the 
Govern'  of  N:  Hampshire  west  of  Connecticut  River,  very 
willing  to  talce  new  Grants  for  the  same  lands  from  this  Govern*; 
the  espence  of  taking  out  the  Patents  being  the  only  objection, 
To  obviate  this,  I  told  as  many  as  then  applied  to  me,  that  I 
would  give  them  Grants  and  leave  it  to  themselves  to  pay  me 
such  pi-oportion  of  my  fees  as  they  could  conveniently  do,  and 
that  I  would  use  my  influence  with  the  other  officers  of  Govern' 
to  lower  their  fees  in  these  Cases.  Tliis  was  so  agreable  to  the 
people  that  tlie  Proprietors  of  several  Townships  immediately 
proceeded  to  take  the  necessary  steps,  for  obtaining  the  new 
Grants,  but  I  was  prevented  from  puting  the  Seal  to  any  of  them 
by  the  aixival  of  Sir  Heni'y  Mooi-e.    He  afterwards  took  bis  full 
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fees  for  one  of  those  Grants  which  liad  been  very  near  ready  for 
the  Seals  before  lie  came;  and  I  am  told  he  refused  to  pass  any 
without  his  full  Fees  were  paid.  This  gave  great  disgust  to  the 
people,  and  occasioned  those  applications  whicli  lia?e  since  been 
made  lo  the  ICing  on  this  subject. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  my  sentiments  on  tliis  matter 
to  your  Lordp  as  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  New  Grants  given,  by 
this  Govern'  to  those  people  who  have  an  equitable  pretence  by 
their  former  Grants  from  New  Hampshire,  under  such  fees  of 
office  as  shall  be  no  ways  dist-ressing,  will  be  the  shortest  and 
most  effectual  method  to  do  justice  and  give  satisfkction  to  the 
proprietors.  That  it  will  immediately  produce  the  settlement 
of  that  large  and  valuable  Tract  of  Country,  and  greatly  increase 
His  Majestys  Revenue.  The  difficulties  which  have  obstructed 
the  grants  qf  those  lands  for  some  years  past  being  removed, 
will  most  eS'ectually  promote  the  grant  of  that  Tract  of  Land, 
designed  as  I  am  infoimed  for  the  Society  for  propagating  the 
Gospet,  and  of  other  Tracts  which  the  Trustees  of  the  College 
and  Chiu-ch  in  this  City  have  petitioned  for. 

These  matters  are  mentioned  my  Lord  with  entire  submission 
to  your  judgment  and  His  Maj'i's  pleasure  by,  My  Lord 
Your  Lordp's  most  obedient 

and  fuithl'ul  servant, 

Cadwallader  Coldes. 


GOT.  WEKTWORTII  TO  LT.  GOV.  COLDEN. 

Portsmouth  New  Hampshire  :  10  Feby  1770 
Sir 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Letters  of  the  2''  and 
20*''  December  last. 

Inclosed  are  Depositons,  which  I  beg  Leave  to  present,  rela- 
tive to  M''  Wells  Conduct.  They  are  too  plain  and  evident  to 
leave  a  doubt  of  his  having  attempted  to  injure  the  King's  Ser- 
vice, and  to  frustrate  the  Laws  for  i>reservation  of  pine  Timber  : 
his  Subsequent  assiduity  to  the  like  evil  purpose  is  not  less 
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fitrange  than  unworthy — for  a  Judge  to  receive  an  alienation  & 
take  possession  of  tlie  Effects  of  persons  under  criminal  prose- 
cutions at  l!ie  Kings  Suit,  wliile  the  suit  was  yet  pending, 
whereljy  great  cost  is  tliroivn  on  the  public,  altho  said  Persons 
were  legally  and  most  indisputably  convicted — is  an  Event  so 
singular  and  so  totally  destructive  of  the  effectual  Administration 
of  the  Laws,  that  it  can  Scai'cely  be  parralleled,  altho'  the  Return 
made  by  the  Marshall  of  the  Court  on  tlie  Execution  now  in  the 
Court  at  New  York  particularly  specifys  it  of  Mr.  Wells.  It  is 
lience  unnecessary  to  add  any  further  Instance  of  prejudices 
excited  against  these  Laws,  as  injuring  the  property  of  Land- 
holders in  general — or  of  "  Spightl'ul"  prosecutions — Tliose 
Calumnies,  the  first  will  be  despised  when  duly  considered,  the 
second,  my  conduct  does  and  shall  refute ;  but  attempting  to 
mislead  an  officer ,■  countenancing  open,  daring  Trespassers,  &. 
aiding,  in  throwing  the  charge  of  their  prosecution,  on  the  Crown  ; 
are  so  heinous  in  any  Subject,  but  in  a  Judge  so  highly  ruinous 
and  dislionourable  to  the  Service  ;  That  I  tliink  it  my  Duty  to 
tlie  King,  herein  again  to  assure  you,  that  every  public  Miscliief 
must  result,  to  the  Department  of  Surveyor  of  Woods,  if  IMr. 
Wells  cloatli'd  witli  the  power  and  Influence  of  Magistracy,  may 
still  be  an  Example  of  counteracting  &  frustrating  such  useful 
and  essential  Laws,  w'*'  Impunity. 

At  the  time  that  I  am  tlius  compelled  to  complain  of  the 
only  opposition  I  have  ever  rec^  in  executing  the  Laws  :  I  must 
beg  you  will  permit  me  the  greatest  pleasui-e  in  doing  Justice,  io 
my  acknowledgments  of  the  just,  legal,  and  impartial  adminis- 
tration of  the  Court  of  vice  Admirality;  from  whence  I  have 
experienced  the  most  candid  and  disinterested  conduct.  Sup- 
ported by  Abilities  that  ai-e  an  honor  to  a  Court,  and  the  highest 
Blessing  to  a  Country. 

Toward  tlie  just  and  effectual  prosecution  of  these  Trespassers, 
it  is  my  Duty  herewith  to  transmit  to  j'our  Honour  &  the  Coun- 
cil, a  Memorial  praying  that  the  Lands,  wliere  the  Trespass  was 
committed  (being  then  the  property  of  the  Delinquents)  may  be 
escheated  to  the  King;  according  to  the  Express  Tenor  of  that 
Grant  by  which  they  lield— I  presume  tliat  upon  the  Overt  Act, 
the  premises  revested  in  the  Crownj  and  that  all  Subsequent 
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Convejraiices  are  futile;  therefure  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  Memo- 
rial will  be  effectually  &  early  considered, 

I  very  sincerely  join  with  yoii  in  regi-ettiiig  the  unhappy  state 
of  that  District  under  your  Government  as  communicated  to  me, 
in  your  Letter  of  the  SO"!  December;  and  will  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  &  most  immediate  readiness  exert  every  Influence  of 
mine,  that  can  possibly  avail  the  King's  service,  or  tend  to  pro- 
mote a  peaceable  and  wise  suboi-dination  to  the  Laws  among  any 
of  his  subjects — I  shall  therefore  assiduously  embrace  any  useful 
Opportunity,  to  this  purpose;  Altbo'  from  my  total  unacquainted- 
ness  of  the  Circumstances,  that  have  attended  this  matter  I  dare 
not  flatter  myself  with  any  prospect  of  much  success  in  it,  more 
especialy  as  people  so  far  exasperated  &  deluded  as  to  resist 
the  due  Execution  of  the  Laws,  are  seldom  capable  of  being  per- 
swaded  or  reason'd  into  submission,  unless  proceeding  fi-om  an 
Authority,  that  may  strengthen  and  enforce  attention-— W)iatever 
may  be  the  ostensible  Claim  of  these  people — They  cannot  have 
the  least  possible  pretenee  to  or  hope  of  any  Countenance  or 
Favour  from  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  any  riotous  k 
illegal  Conduct  which  is  so  etfectually  detested  here,  that  I  have 
not  known  the  lest  Contumacy  take  place,  since  my  Residence 
in  the  Province — wlience  it  can  not  but  be  expected  that  our 
public  &  private  disaprobation  will  render  vain,  &  confound  ev'ry 
unlawful  View  from  hence — my  particular  Testimony  against 
all  Violence  &  riotous  disobedience  is  so  fully  known  within  the 
limits  of  my  duty-r-that  I  am  at  a  loss,  by  what  means  it  can  be 
more  publickly  testify'd — Aided  by  y^  prudent  Dispositions  of 
this  province  it  has  hitherto  been  effectually  recogniz'd  here, 
and  ■  I  truely  wish  it  may  be  as  usefully  adopted  whenever  it  is 
wanting, 

Permit  me,  therefore  to  assure  you,  that  I  shall  chearfully 
embrace  &  zealously  pursue  every  measure  for  the  King's  service 
and  that  I  cannot  be  more  obliged  than  in  your  suggesting  to 
me,  expressly;  any  efficient  aid  that  may  be  in  my  power  there- 
in— I  have  the  Honor  to  be  very  respectl'uliy 

Sir  your  most  humble  Scrv* 

i.  West  WORTH. 
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P:  S:  Since  tlie  foregoing  was  wrote  Th'o  men;  from  the 
Country  reftiTed  to  in  your  Letter,  very  unexpectedly  arrived 
here:  Upon  enquiry  of  them,  tliey  have  given  me  tlie  inclosed 
attested  narrative,  written  by  tliemselvea. 

I  am  yours  as  before  &." 

i.  Wektwobih. 


MEMOKIAL  OF  GOV.  WENTWOETH. 

To  the  Honorable  Cadwallcder  Colden  Lieuten'  uovernor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York. 
And  to  the  Honorable  His  Majesty's  Council  for  said  Pro- 
vince &c  &,=  &" 

The  Memorial  of  John  Wentwortli  Esquii'e 
Sheweth 

That  your  Memorialist  being  by  His  Majestys  Commission 
Surveyor.  General  of  His  Majesty's  Woods  in  all  and  singular  His 
Majesty's  Colonies  &.  Plantations  in  North  America;  did  in  virtue 
of,  and  obedience  to  liis  said  Commission,  discover  William 
Deane,  Will"'  Deane  jun''  &  Willard  Deane  Husbandmen  all  of 
Windsor  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  Province  of  New 
York  trespassing  against  His  Majesty  by  cutting  felling  &  destroy- 
ing many  White  pine  Trees  oif  Irom  Lands  in  S"!  Town  of  Wind- 
sor; which  Lands  William  Deane  first  aforesaid  holds  &  possessea 
solely  by  a  Grant  or  Patent  from  the  King  under  the'  Seal  of,  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  before  his  Majesty's  orders  in 
Council  to  annex,  the  District  on  the  Western  Side  of  Connecti- 
cut River  to  the  Province  of  New  York. 

Your  Memorialist  furtlier  sheweth  That  he  prosecuted  the 
said  William  Deane  W™  Deane  jun''  &  Willard  Deane  for  the  s^ 
Trespasses  in  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  tor  tlie  Province  of 
New  York,  and  having  by  full,  and  clear  possitive  Evidence, 
supported  his  Complaint  His  Honour  tlie  Judge  of  Vice  Admi- 
ralty after  a  full  St  open  Trial,  did  solemnly  adjudicate,  and  de- 
cree them  the  said  Will™  Deane,  William  Deaue  jun'  and  Wil- 
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lard  Deane,  to  have  been  guilty  of  cutting  White  pine  Trees  as 
ufoi-esaid;  and  to  have  inctirred  thepenaltys  of  the  Stafufe  in 
that  case  made  and  provided — as  by  the  Decree  of  said  Court 
may  at  large  ajipear  but  tlie  Execution  for  said  Penalty-s  being 
direclfid  only  against  tlie  Goods  &  Chattels  of  the  aforesaid  Tres- 
passers, which  it  appears  were  alienated  (while  tlie  suit  was  yet 
pending)  to  Samuel  Wells  Esq''  a  Judge  of  t!ie  Court  of  Common 
pleas  in  &  for  the  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  Province  afore- 
said, by  the  trespassers  aforesaid,  whereby  the  Recovery  of  the 
penaltys  in  the  Statute  aforesaid  is  evaded,  tiio' legally  adjudi 
cated. 

Wherefore  yoiu-  Memorialist  relying  on  your  Honors  ready 
Dispositions  to  afford  all  legal  aid,  &  assistance  towards  carrying 
the  Laws  into  dne,  just  &  eifectnal  Execution;  begs  leave  to  re- 
present— that  by  the  express  Terms  of  y^  Grant  or  patent  of  said 
Lands  xuider  the  public  seal  of  New  Hampshire,  the  property 
reverts  to  the  King  with  right  of  re-entry,  upon  cutting  any  pine 
Timber  from  oif  the  premises,  without  Licence,  as  by  the  Second 
Article  of  tlie  Condition  in  the  annexed  Copy  may  more  fully 
appear.  Tliat  therefore  the,  said  Lands  upon  committing  the 
Fact  prohibited,  revested  in  the  Crown. 

Wherefore  your  Memorialist  (being  also  informed  that  the 
said  Lands  have  not  been  granted  under  the  puhlie  seal  of  the 
Province  of  New  York)  prays  that  it  may  be  declared  they  are 
forfeited,  and  such  public  Reservation  of  the  Premises  made  as 
may  to  your  Honors  seem  meet — whereby  Your  Memorialist 
apprehends,  that  the  Statute  for  preserving  White  pine  Timber 
to  His  Majesty  will  be  in  some  degree  carried  into  Execution; 
which  otherwise  in  this  Instance  may  be  frusti'ated,  and  the 
most  open  convicted,  and  pernicious  Violation  thereof,  which  in 
this  Case  was  perpetrated  in  avowed  Defiance  of  the  Laws,  will 
elude  tliat  Penalty  of  the  Statute  which  was  wisely  formed,  and 
irluch  by  the  Esperiance  of  neai-ly  half  a  Century  has  in  other 
Provinces  been  found  effectual  to  that  End — But  if  such  insidu- 
ous  Artifice, which  in  fact  adds  to  their  Criminality,  may  unhap- 
pily cover,  and  Secure  them  from  the  Infliction  due  to  such 
Trespassers,  Offenders  will  exult  in  the  Breach.of  the  most  ben- 
flcial  Laws,  and  in  committing  a  National  Injury  with  Impunity. 

VoT,.  IV.  40 
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All  wliicli  is  submitted,  and  youi'  Memorialist  prays  siiels 
Relief  on  the  pi-emlses  as  to  your  Honours  s!:all  appear  just  and 
expedient. 

And  your  Memorialist  shall  ever  pray  &" 

S.  WetiTWOHTH. 

New  Hampshire  10"»  February  1770. 


AFFIDAVITS. 

Benjamin  Whiting  Esqf  of  Newbury  in  the  County  of  Albany 
and  Collony  of  New  Yorli  of  full  age  Testifies  and  says  that  on 
the  twenty  eightli  day  of  August  1769  he  Received  several 
Writs  which  had  been  Granted  by  the  Honi''*'  lUchard  Maurice 
Esq^  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  for  the  Province  of 
New  York,  against  several  persons  for  Committing  Trespasses  in 
the  King's  Woods  (by  destroying  White  pine  Timber  within  the 
County  of  Cumberland  and  Collony  aforesaid)  the  Deponents 
also  Keceived  a  deputation  with  full  power  to  Execute  tlie 
before  mentioned  Writs  from  Thomas  Ludlow  Esq'  Provost 
Marshall  of  the  said  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  for  said  Collony 
and  on  the  29*  day  of  said  August  the  said  Whiting  proceeded 
to  Windsor  in  the  said  County  and  by  virtue  of  two  of  the 
above  mentioned  Writs  which  Ixe  had  against  Williard  Dean  and 
Williatn  Dean  Jun'  lie  apprehended  their  bodies  and  the  day 
following  Committed  them  to  the  care  and  ^keeping  of  Benjamin 
Wait  and  James  Rosebrook  who  were  to  conduct  them  to  Hins- 
dale in  said  County  on  their  way  to  New  York,  WJiile  the  depo- 
nent was  gone  to  Execute  his  other  Writs  against  other  Tres- 
passers, and  on  the  second  day  of  September  following  tlie  depo- 
nent proceeded  to  Brattleborough  in  the  said  County  and  appre- 
hended another  person  for  a  supposed  Trespass  of  the  Like 
kind  and  afterwards  the  Deponent,  Called  upon  Samuel  Wells 
Esq'  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas  and  one 
of.  the  Justices  for  said  County  to  Let  him  know  what  the  depo- 
nent had  done,  ^nd  also  to  Let  him  know  that  the  deponent 
Expected  the  said  Wells'  Friendly  aid  as  a  Magistrate  provided 
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there  sliotild  be  Occasion  for  it,  as  tlie  deponent  Iinagined  there 
was  Danger  of  flie  prisoners*  being  Rescued,  the  said  Wells 
Expressed  his  dlslilte  to  the  proceeding  and  said  they  were 
spightfiill  or  Maliciyus  actions  owing  to  Governor  Wentwortli's 
being  Disafected  Towards  tlie  people  on  the  West  side  of  Con- 
necticut River.  The  said  Wells  then  asked  the  depon'  which 
way  he  propos'd  to  go  with  his  prisoners  to  New  York,  the  depo* 
said  he  did  not  know,  but  that  he  should  fno  thro'  the  Province 
of  tlie  Massacliusetts  Bay,  the  said  Wells  said  he  did  not 
tliink  the  deponent  liad  power  to  liold  them  in  tl\at  pro- 
vince tlie  depo'  said  he  did  not  know  which  way  he  should 
go,  but  determined  before  he  set  out  to  ask  advice,  The 
said  Wells  in  presence  of  the  prisoners  which  the  depo- 
nent then  iiad  in  Custody;  asked  the  deponent  which  way 
he  determined  to  proceed  in  order  to  get  the  Evidences  to  New 
Yorlc  the  deponent  told  him  that  he  had  a  summons  for  the 
Witnesses  and  a  Ticket  to  deliver  each  Witness  and  proposed  to 
mal;e  tlie  usual  Eogagenient  to  them  and  if  tlie  Witnesses  thea 
neglected  to  attend  they  would  then  forfeit  one  Imndred  pounds 
sterling  mentioned  in  the  said  Ticketts  tlie  said  Wells  then 
Reply'd  that  the  penalty  mentioned  in  said  Ticketts  could  never 
be  Recovered  of  tlie  Witnesses  if  they  did  not  attend  agreeable 
to  their  sammons  or  Tickett  for  the  penalty  mentioned  in  said 
Tickett  was  only  in  Terrorem  which  word  said  Wells  Explained  to 
tiie  prisoners.  Tlie  deponent  then  proceeded  to  Hiusdale  with 
said  prisoners  Where  he  found  John  Grout  an  Attorney  at  Law 
in  tlie  County  aforesaid  advising  with  the  before  mentioned 
peans;  said  Grout  desired  to  know  of  tiie  deponent  whicli  way 
he  determined  to  Travell  with  tlie  said  Deans  to  New  York,  said 
Grout  said  he  thought  it  best  to  go  Thro'  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Buy,  Where  provision  was  made  by  the  Law  of 
that  Province  that  the  deponent  may  Travel  with  his  prisoners 
unmolested  and  in  case  there  should  be  an  attempt  to  Rescue 
the  Prisoners  he  had  a  Right  to  Require  the  people  of  the 
County  to  assist  him,  but  the  deponent  told  said  Graut  that  he 
should  Take  further  advice  before  he  set  oht,  and  on  tlie  monday 
morning  following,  being  the  fourth  day  of  September  1769  said 
Wells  Came  to  Hinsdale  where  the  deponent  and  the  said  Wil- 
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lard  and  William  tlie  said  prisoners  were  and  after  said  Wells 
having  Oppoituoity  to  advise  with  said  Willard  and  William, 
said  Wells  came  and  asked  the  deponent  which  way  he  had 
defei'raineij  to  go  to  New  York,  tlie  Deponent  told  said  Wells 
that  lie  had  determined  to  go  across  the  mountains  and  Woods 
to  Albany,  the  said  Wells  then  said  the  deponent  had  better  go 
thro'  the  Massaelnisetts,  that  lie  Imagined  there  could  be  no 
Difficnlty  attending  his  going  Thro' that  Province,  and  advised 
the  Deponent  to  Go  thro'  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  but  the  depo'  the  day  folloiving  set  out  for  Albany  across 
the  woods  with  liis  prisoner  and  assistants,  and  on  their  way 
met  said  Samuel  Wells,  who  said  to  the  deponent  then  you  are 
Determined  to  go  acros  the  Woods,  the  Deponent  Answered  he 
had,  said  Wells  then  said  he  wished  tlie  Deponent  liad  gone 
thro'  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  for  if  he  had  said 
Wells  said  that  Grout,  meaning  the  before  mentioned  Grout, 
would  have  been  Ready  for  the  deponent  and  liis  Assistants  at 
Springfield  or  some  where  along  there,  Who  would  have  arrest- 
ed the  deponent  and  his  assistants  and  Committed  them  to  Goal, 
and  the  prisoners  then  would  have  gone  at  Large  the  said  Wells 
then  said  that  when  he  went  to  Hinsdale,  the  day  before  he  had 
determined  to  send  said  Grout  into  the  Massachusetts,  to  fix 
matters  against  the  deponent  got  there  with  liis  prisoners,  that 
the  Deponent  and  his  assistants  might  be  arrested  but  the  said 
Wells  said  when  he  got  to  Hinsdale  he  found  that  said  Grout 
was  gone  into  the  Massachusetts  for  the  last  mentioned  purpose. 
The  Deponent  then  told  said  Wells  that  he  thought  it  was  the 
duty  of  a  man  in  his  Station  to  aid  and  assist  an  Officer  in  the 
Execution  of  his  Office  and  not  Impede  him.  The  same  Day 
the  Deponent  proceeded  to  Marlborough  with  the  said  Willard 
and  William  and  in  the  Night  time,  the  small  Log  Iiouse  wiiere 
the  Depo'  with  liis  prisoners  Lodged  was  beset  with  a  large 
number  of  Riotous  men  from  Brattleborongh  and  Guilford  who 
behaved  in  a  Very  hostile  manner  and  swore  they  would  have 
the  prisoners  or  pull  down  tlie  house,  they  Tarried  all  night 
and  Dispersed  the  Next  day  and  further  saith  not 

Eenja  Whiting. 
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Province  of  Pfew  Hampshire. 

Jammry  the  first  day  Anno  Domini  1770  Benjamin  Whiting 
Esq'  the  above  Deponent  appeared  personally  before  me  One  of 
his  Majesty's  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  for  said  Province  and  made 
Solemn  Oath  that  tlie  above  Deposition  by  him  subscribed  was 
the  Truth  and  Nothing  bat  the  Truth. 

Danl  Jones  Jus:  Pac*'. 


City  of  Neiv-York,  ss.  Benjamin  Wait  of  full  age  personally 
came  and  appeared  before  me  Daniel  Horsmanden  Esq'  Chief 
Justice  of  tlie  Province  of  liew  York  and  being  duly  sworn  on 
the  holy  Evangelists  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  a  Resident  in 
Windsor  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  Collony  of  New 
Yo^  that  on  the  29"^  day  of  August  last  past  One  Certain  Willard 
Dean  and  one  Certaine  William  Dean  Jun''  were  taken  into 
Custody  by  Benjamin  Whiting  by  virtue  of  process  Issued  out 
of  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  of  New  York  against  the  said 
defendants  for  offences  and  loifeituie  theiem  sud  to  be  Committed 
and  Incurred  by  the  said  defendanti  Tliat  the  said  Benjamin 
Wiiiting  at  the  Request  ot  the  said  defend  infs  who  were  then 
his  prisoners  Committed  tliem  that  night  to  the  Custody  of  the 
deponent.  That  on  the  next  diy  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting 
commanded  tlie  assistance  of  the  depon*  to  take  Care,  of  the  said 
prisoners  in  bringing  them  to  the  said' Court  of  Vice  Admiralty 
at  the  City  of  New  York  and  tlie  prisoners  desiring  one  Day  to 
prepare  for  their  Journey  the  said  Benjamin  Wiiiting  Committed 
them  to  the  care  of  the  deponent  and  one  James  Kosebi-ooJt  and 
Directed  tlie  said  Rosebrook  and  the  deponent  to  meet  liim  with 
the  said  prisoners  at  Hinsdale  in  the  said  County  of  Cumberland, 
and  that  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  then  went  in  pursuit  of 
other  persons  against  whom  he  liad  other  processes.  That  the 
said  Benjamin  Whiting  left  a  pistol  and  some  ammunition  witli 
Each  of  them  the  said  Rosebi-ook  and  the  deponent  for  their 
defence  in  Case  any  Injur}'  should  be  attempted  Towards  them, 
or  any  attempt  made  to  Rescue  the  said  prisoners  which  there 
was  great  Reason  to  fear.    That  on  tlie  thirty  first  day  of  August 
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aforesaid  the  said  Rosebrook,tlie  said  defendants  and  tlie  deponent 
did  set  out  to  go  to  Hinsdale;  alid  In  their  way  to  Hinsdale 
aforesaid,  on  tlie  first  day  of  September  at  Night  one  John  Grout 
ka  attorney  at  Law  in  Cumberland  County  met  them  at  West- 
ftiinsjer  and  that  night  Insisted  that  the  sSid  Ttosebrook  and  the 
deponent  had  not  any  Right  to  keep  the  Said  prisoners  in  tlio 
absence  of  the  said  Whiting  and  that  they  had  not  any  Rig^it  to 
have  or  Carry  Arms  witli'them.  Tiiat  on  the  next  morning  tlie 
second  of  September  before  the  Deponent  and  the  said  Rosebrook 
with  the  said  Prisoners  did  set  off  on  their  way  from  Westminister 
to  Hinsdale  the  said  John  Grout  told  the  said  prisoners  not  to  go 
with  the  deponent  and  the  said  Eosebrook  unless  tlrey  Carried 
^liem  by  force  and  told  the  Deponent  that  tliey  would  have  a 
Eight  to  bring  their  Action  against  him,  That  the  said  John 
Grout  also  Insisted  that  the  said  prisoners,Should  not  go  ttith  the 
feud  RoSebrook  and  the  Deponant  unless  they  would  unload  tli«ir 
■fire  arms,  or  Draw  the  charges  out  of  their  pistols.  That  the 
iSaid  Grout  did  Insist  so  much  on  the  Deponent  to  Draw  the 
Charges  outof  the  said  Pistols  and  Threatened  him  so  much  that  iie 
did  unload  both  the  said  Pistols,  and  that  the  said  Grout  did  then 
Insist  that  the  deponent  should  burn  all  the  ammunition  wliich 
tie  and  the  said  Eosebrook  had  with  them  which  t!ie  deponant 
Eefused  and  did  not  comply  with.  That  the  said  prisoners 
Consented "  to  go  and  did  go  with  the  deponent  and  the  said 
Kosebrocik  to  Hinsdale  where  they  again  found  the  said  Grout, 
and  that  tlie  said-Benjamin  Whiting  Came  there  that  Evening 
"with  another  person  a  prisoner,  That  the  said  Grout  at  Hinsdale 
Endeavoui-ed  to  persuade  the  said  Whiting  to  go  with  the  said 
Prisoners  Through  part  Of  the  Massachusetts  St  Connecticut 
Governments  and  told  him  that  the  way  tliro'  the  Colony  of  New 
York  across  the  Mountains  was  very  Difficult  tliro'  Mountains 
without  a  Road,  and  that  thro'  the  other  Collonies  there  was  a 
Good  Road  iind  by  Law  a  provision  made  for  Leave  and 
Authority  ibr  the  Officers  of  other  Collonies  to  carry  their 
prisoners  thro'  those  Collonies,  That  the  Deponent  Informed  tlie 
'said  Benjamin  Whiting  of  the  before  mentioned  Conduct  of  the 
said  Grout  in  his  presenpe,  and  that  Grout  tlien  told  tlie  said 
WJriting  that  the  Deponent  had  not  any  Right  to  keep  the  said 
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prisoners  and  that  he  the  said  Whiting  had  no  Right  to  carry  fire 
arms,  when  he  had  any  prisoner  in  liis  Custody,  and'  that  he 
would  malie  him  Icnow  it.  That.on  the  Third  day  of  Septem' 
the  said  Grout  left  the  Deponaut  and  tlie  prisoners  at  Hinsdale 
wliere  tliey  TajTied  all  that  Day  being  Sunday.  That  early  the 
nest  day  Samuel  Wells  Esq''  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  pleas  for  the  said  County  of  Cumberland  Came  to 
Hillsdale  at  the  Instant  the  said  Benjamin  was  Going  across 
Connecticut  River  to  one  Jones  a  Lawyer  to  ask  council  That 
the  said  Wells  took  the  said  prisoners  into  the  Orchard  and  had 
some  conversation  with  them  during  wliich  "time  the  deponent 
stood  before  the  door  of  the  house  where  they  then  Tarried  and 
observed  the  prisoners .  That  the  said  Wells  Returned  to  the-Depo- 
nent  and  asked  him  what  way  Mr.  Wbiting  Intended  to  go  with  the 
prisoners  and  on  the  Deponents  Informing  him  that  he  Imagined 
that  Mr.  WJiiting  would  Go  across  the  Woods;.The  said  Wells 
replied  what  would  make  him  go  across  the  woods  you  had  better 
go  Down  the  River  and  then  you  can  go  by  Water  and  have  a  good 
Road  all  the  Way,  That  the  said  Wells  tlien  asked  tlie  Deponent 
if  Whiting  had  not  Intended  to  go  down  tlie  River  when  he  did 
first  set  out,  and  on  the  Deponents  answering  that  he  did  not 
know  Mr.  Whiting  first  intended  to  Take  advipe,  The  said  Wells 
said  if  you  had  gone  that  way  I  dare  say  Grout  would  have  been 
Ready  for  3'ou  at  Springfield  or  somewhere  along  there,  and  would 
arrest  you  and  put  you  into  gaol  and  tiie  prisoners  would  be 
Released.  That  the  deponent  then  told  the  said  Wells  that 
would  not  do  any  good  to  the  prisoners,  it' would  only  create 
costs  and  Trouble,  and  they  would  be  taken  again,  to  which  said 
Wells  Reply'd  they  could  never  be  Taken  again.  That  after  the 
said  Whiting  lleturned  the  said  Wells  asked  the  said  Whiting 
in  the  deponents  presence  which  way  he  Intended  to  go,  that 
Whiting  answered  he  believed  he  would  go  across  the  woods, 
upon  Wliich  the  sdd  Wells  ask'd  him  what  would  make  liimgo 
that  way,  and  told  him'that  he  would  never  get  across  the  Woods 
and  had  much  better  go  down  the  River  wliere  he  could  go  in  a 
Canoe  or  have  a  good  Road  all  the  way,  That  the  said  Wells 
afterwards  told  the  said  Wltiting  that  if  he  had  gone  down  the 
River  he  dared  to  say  that  Grout  \Yould  have  been  ready  lor  him. 
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and  Either  said  arrest  or  attach  him,  That  on  Next  da)',  which 
was  the  fifth  day  of  Se])tember  t!ie  said  Whiting  with  tlie  said 
"Wiflard  Dean  and  William  Deane  Jun'  in  his  Custody,  and  the 
deponent  and  the  said  Rosebrook  in  iiis  company  were  met  in 
3rattleburrough  by  the  said  Wells,  that  tlie  said  -Wells  in  con- 
versation asked  the  said  Whiting  wliether  lie  did  not  Intend  to 
have  gone  down  tlie  River  whenhedidfirstsetotit.tliat  Whiting 
answered  that  he  was  not  at  that  time  Determined  which  way  he 
should  Take  as  he  then  Intended  to-  tal^e  advice,  That  the  said 
Wells  then  told  him  that  he  wished  he  had  gone  down  tlie  Kiver 
as  he  dared  to  say  £hat  Grout  would  have  been  Ready  for  him 
and  have  arrested  him  and  then  told  Whiting  that  when  hft  went 
over  to  Hinsdale  yesterday  morning  he  Intended  to  send  Grout, 
but  found  that  Grout  was  gone  betbre  he  arrived  there.  That 
the  said  Whiting  then  told  the  Siiid  Wells  that  he  was  a  pretty 
Devil  of  a  Judge  to  attempt  to  serve  him  in .  that  manner,  That 
he  thought  it  was  his  duty  Rather  to  assist  an  officer  with  prison- 
ers than  I17  to  lead  liim  into  a  snare.  To  which  Wells  answered 
80  it  is  if  yon  had  apply'd  to  me,  bnt  you  did  not  apply  to  me, 
and  added  tliat  it  was  hut  a  bad  or  a  spiteful  action  and  that 
he  was  Determined  to  assist  the  young  men  all  that  he  could, 
and  Intimated  that  he  should  have  been  very  glad  to  liav-e  them 
set  free.  That  in  the  Night  of  the  said. fifth  Day  of  September 
a  Riotous  Number  of  Men  Came  about  a  small  log  house. 
Where  the  said  Whiting  with  his  prisoners  and  the  deponent 
and  the  said  Rosebrook  Lodged,  and  liroke  into  the  Lower  part 
of  the  house  and  threatened  to  pull  it  down  and  Rescue  the  said 
prisoners  with  many  Violent  threats  against  t!ie  Life  of  the. said 
Whiting,  bnt  that  after  so  much  outrageous  behaviour  in  the 
Night  and  Threats  and  Entreaties  they  were  prevailed  on  to 
depart  in  the  morning. 

Benjamin  Wait. 
Sworne  this  fifteenth  day  of  November  1769. 
Before  me 

Danl  Horsmanden. 
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Amos  Tute  of  Hinsdale  of  full  age  Testifies  and  says  tliiit  some 
(ime  in  the  montli  of  August  or  September  Anno  Domini  1769 
Tlie  Deponent  went  to  ErattlSbbrough  with  Benjamin  Wliiting 
Esq'  in  order  to  assist  said  Whiting  in  taking  one  Ebenezer  Fisher 
who  said  Whiting  told  the  Deponent  he  had  a  Writ  against  for 
destroying  the  King's  Timber  and  after  said  Whiting  had  arrested 
said  Fisher  and  was  about  to  carry  him  U>  Hinsdale  where  said 
Whiting  had  one  Wjllard  Deane  and  William  Deane  Jun'  in 
Custody  for  the  Like  offence  Samuel  Wells  Esq'  of  BrattlebiU'- 
rough  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas  for  the 
County  of  Cumberland  asked  said  Whiting  which  way  he  pro- 
posed to  go  to  New  York  with  the  men  he  had  in  Custody,  the 
said  Wliiting  said  he  did  not  know  wliich  way  he  sliouJd  go  said 
Wells  told  said  Whiting  he  did  not  know  whether  he  had  a  Right 
to  go  tljrough  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  some  time 
afterwards  the  deponent  heard  said  Wells  tell  said  Whiting  that 
he  said  Wells  tho't  there  would'  be  no  difficulty  in  going  thro' 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  seem'd  to  Entourage 
said  Wliiting's  Travelling  thro'  the  Province  aforesaid  with  his 
prisoners,  but  said  Whiting  cliose  Ratlier  to  go  across  the  woods 
k  mountains  to  Albany  and  took  his  Depai-ture  accordingly,  and 
further  saith  not. 

Amos  Tute. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

December  the  Thirtietli  day  Anno  Domini  17f)9.  Amos  Tute 
of  Hinsdale  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  tlie  Within  deponent 
appeared  personally  before  the  Subscriber  One  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  tlie  Peace  for  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  being 
first  Cautioned  Jo  Testify  the  whole  Truth  made  Solemn  Oatli 
that  the  written  Deposition  by  him  subscribed  is  the  Truth  and 
nothing  but  the  Truth. 

DanI'  Jokes  Jus;  Pac^«. 
(I^ndorsed)  Deposition  of  Benjamin  Whiting 

Benjamin  Waite  &  Amos  Tute.    1770  March 

14:  Read  in  Council. 
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OEDEB.  IN  COUNCIL   FOR  EJECTING  THE  COUNTY  OP 
GIOCESTER. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York  on 
Wednesday  the  twenty  eighth  Day  of  February  1770 

Present 
The  Hono''i«  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq''  Lieut :  Gov'  &« 
M''  Watis  M"^  Smith 

Mr  DeLancey  M'  Cruger 

M--  Reade  M'  Wallace 

M'  Morris  M'  White 

The  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  or  Tnhabifants  of  the  Lands  on 
the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  to  the  Number  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Persons  in  tlie  whole,  was  presented  to  the 
Board  and  Read,  Setting  forth,  among  other  things,  that  there 
is  a  vast  and  valuable  Country  between  Connecticut  River  and 
Lake  ChampJain,  and  extending  from  the  County  of  Cumberland 
on  the  South,  to  the  Latitude  of  forty  five  Degrees  North, 
capable  of  subsisting  many  Inhabitants,  to  the  great  Increase  of 
the  Strength  and  Prosperity  of  the  Empire  in  general,  and  the 
Province  of  New  York  in  particular.  That  tlie  Establish- 
ment of  the  Connty  of  Cumberland,  as  it  conduced  to  the 
Maintenance  of  good  Order,  has  greatly  promoted  the  Improve- 
ment of  that  District,  which  is  daily  advancing  and  will  soon 
become  an  important  and  flourishing  County :  That  such  of  the 
Petitioners  as  live  to  the  Northwai'd  of  Cumberland  are  exposed  to 
Rapine  and  Plunder  from  a  lawless  Banditti  of  Telons  and  Crimi- 
nals who  ay  tliitlier  from  other  Places.  And  tfet  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  Justice  while  they  remain  a  part  of  the  County  of  Albany 
as  the  Magistrate  can  have  no  Eye  upon  those  distant  Parts,  nor 
can  the  Petitioners  procure  officers  to  come  thither,  or  they  in 
their  present  state  go  to  them  :  That  there  are  upwards  of  seven 
hundred  souls  to  the  Northward  of  tlie  Connty  of  Cnmberland, 
and  that  such  is  the  Quality  and  situation  of  the  Land  tliat  undeF 
proper  Encouragement,  and  by  the  Help  of  the  Ovei-flowing  of 
the  neighbouring  Colonies  the  whole  Countiy  may  in  a  few  yeai-a 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


635 

be  under  actual  Cultivation  :  And  therefore  the  Petilionei'a 
humbly  pray  that  a  new  County  may  be  constituted  to  the 
Northward  of  tlie  said  Counfy  of  Cumberland. 

On  reading  and  due  consideration  whereof  it  is  ordered  by 
his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Council  that  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General  of  tliig 
Province  do  forthwith  prepare  and  lay  before  his  Honour  tlie 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  the  Draft  of  an  Ordinance 
Erecting  into  a  separate  County  by  the  Name  of  Glocesterj  with 
such  Powers  as  are  necessary  for  the  due  Administration  of 
Justice  within  the  same,  All  that  certain  Tract  or  District  of 
Land  Situate  lying  and  being  to  the  Nortliward  of  the  County 
of  Cumberland  :  Beginning  at  the  Nortliwest  Comer  of  tlie  said 
County  of  Cumberland  :  and  thonce  running  North  as  the  needle 
points  fifty  Miles:  thence  East  to  Connecticut  Elver;  tlience 
^long  the  West  Bank  of  the  same  River  as  it  runs,  to  the  North- 
east corner  of  the  said  County  of  Cumberland  on  tlie  said  river 
and  (hence  along  the  north  bounds  of  the  said  county  of  Cum- 
berland to  the  Place  of  Beginning  :  And  that  the  Township  of 
Kingsland  be  by  the  said  Ordinance  declared  and  appointed  the 
County  Town. 


OFFICERS  FOR  GLOCESTER  COUNTY. 

List  of  Judges,' Assistant  Justices  and  Justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  County  of  Gloucester  appointed  by  Commission  Dated 
March  1770. 

John  Taplin         ") 

Samuel  Sleeper    \  Judges. 

Tliomas  Sumner  ) 

Abner  Fowler  1 

Samuel  Penox  >  Assistant  Justices. 

Israel  Smith,    ) 

Thomas  Chamberlain  1 

Jolm  Peters  >  Justices  of  the  peace. 

Jonathan  Sumner        j 
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DRS.  AUCHMUTY  AKD  COOPER  TO  LIEUT.  GOV.  GOLDEN. 

New  York  the  ID"-  of  July  1770. 
Sir. 

As  your  Honor  has  been  so  very  obliging  as  to  desire  Judge 
Sleeper  to  call  upon  us  for  our  approbation,  of  tlie  Gentlemen 
he  has  named  to  you,  to  be  appointed  Military  Officers  in 
Glocester  County ;  a  Township  of  which  is  granted  by  your 
Honor  to  the  College  in  this  City ;  we  heg  leave  therefore,  to 
inform  your  Honor,  that  besides  Judge  Sleeper's  recommendation, 
we  have  received  a  Letter  from  a  worthy  Clergyman  one  M' 
Peters,  the  present  Missionary  of  Hebron,  whohas  some  thought 
of  removing  to  the  new  Settlement,  recommending  the  following 
Gentlemen  to  command  tlie  Militia ;  viz'  Cap'  John  Peters  to  be 
promoted  to  the  Rank  of  CoU  Cap'  Michael  Lovell  Lieu'  Co]', 
and  Lieu'  Henry  Moore  Major;  and  that  the  Captains  &  Subalterns 
officers  be  appointed  agreeable  to  the  Recommendation  of  tlie 
Field  officers. 

TliiSj  we  humbly  Submit  to  your  Honors  Superior  Judgment ; 
&.  are  with  the  greatest  respect  &  esteem  ; 

Your  Honors  much  Obliged 
&  most  Obedient  Servants 

Samuel  Auchmuty. 

His  Honor  Lieut'  Gov'  Colden.  Mvles  Cooper. 

(Here  follows  the  notice  of  tJieir  appointment.  1 


PETITION  OF  JOHN  GKOUT. 


To  the  Honourable  Daniel  Horsmanden  Esquire  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
The  Petition  of  John  Grout  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  in 
the  Province  of  New  York  Gentleman, 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  is  advised  and  doth  conceive  that  he 
hatli  Good  Cause  of  Action  against  David  Stone,  Samuel  Stone, 
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Elislia  Hawley,  Euoch  Judd,  Ebeiiezer  Curtis,  Jolin  Benjamin, 
Andrew  Norton,  Elnatlion  Strong,  Joseph  Tliompson,  David 
Getciiel  and  Steel  Smitli,  for  their  assaulting  Detaining  and 
Inipiisoiiing  your  Petitioner  at  tiie  several  times  and.  in  the 
manner  set  forth  in  the  annexed  affidavit  and  doth  conceive  it 
necessary  to  bring  two  Suits  at  La.w  against  the  Persons  above 
named  for  recovery  of  his  Damages  by  reason  of  the  same. 
And  doth  Intend  to  charge  tlie  said  Persons  above  named  with 
liis  Damage  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  pounds  in  each  of 
his  said  actions. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  Prays  that  in  Tender  Con- 
sideration of  the  Premises  your  Honour  will  Be  pleased  to 
Order  Bail  to  your  Petitioners  Actions  in  the  sum  of  Four  iinndred 
pounds  each  or  such  other  sum  as  your  H6uour  Shall  Judge 
meet. 

And  your  Petitioner  shall  pray  &" 

John  Gkout. 

Let  process  Issue  against  David  Stone,  Samuel  Stone,  Elisha 
Hawley,  Enoch  Judd,  Ebenezer  Curtis,  John  Benjamin,  Andrew 
Norton,  Elnatban  Strong,  Joseph  Tliompson,  David  Getchel  and 
Steel  Smitli  upon  the  preceeding  aflidavit  and  Petition  with  an 
ac  etiam  for  Two  hundred  pounds  in  each  action. 

Danl  Horsmakden. 

August  y"  9'''  1770. 

(Endorsed)     Affidavit  of  Jolm  Grout  &  Pe'  &.  order  for  Bail, 
filed  11">  Augsil770. 

Brush,  Att". 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  JOHN  GROUT. 

City  of  Sew  York  ss. 

John  Grout  of  Chester  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  attorney 
at  Law  pvactisiug  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
said  County  came  this  day  before  me  and  made  Oath  That  some- 
time in  tlie  month  of  May  last  past  Daniel  Whipple  Esquire  High 
Sheriff  of  tlie  County  of  Cumberland  came  to  this  Deponents 
House  and  demanded  iiis  Assistance  as  one  of  a  Posse  lie  intend- 
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ed  to  raise  in  order  to  Retake  one  Joseph  Wait  and  otliers  who 
had  escaped  out  of  his  Custody  being  Rescued  by  a  number  of 
armed  men,  That  the  said  Sheriff  Insisting  upon  this  Deponents 
attendance  this  Deponent  accordingly  accompanied  the  said 
Sheriff  as  one  of  tlie  Posse  which  amounted  to  about  15  or  16 
Persons  to  the  House  of  the  said  Joseph  Wait  and  lie  not  being 
at  Home  and  being  informed  that  he  was  at  the  House  of  Benja- 
min Wait  the  said  Sheriff  with  the  Posse  Proceeded  towards  the 
said  House  and  had  travelled  but  a  little  distance  before  this  Depo- 
nent discovered  a  Body  of  Men  approaching  in  a  Riotous  manner 
to  the  number  of  about  Forty  Persons  who  were  arnimed  with 
GunSj  Swords,  Pistolsj  and.  Clubs,  among  whom  were  Nathan 
Stone,  Joseph  Wait,  Benjamin  Wait,  and  Samuel  Stone  the  Per- 
sons wliom  the  Sh*eriff  wanted  to  Retake,  together  with  Peter 
Levins  David  Stone  Benjamin  Thurston,  Samuel  Gridley,  David 
Getchel,  Jacob  Getchel,  Elisha  Hawley,  Ebenezer  Horsington, 
Ebenezer  Horsington  Jun',  Simeon  MiUs,  Enoch  Judd,  Ebenezer 
Curtis,  Solomon  Emmons,  John  Benjamin,  Andrew  Norton,  Jona- 
than Noble,  John  White,  Samuel  Whiston,  Eliiatlian  Strong, 
Joseph  Thompson,  Joseph  King,  Steel  Smith  and  Aai-on  Bartlet 
since  Deceased,  that  the  said  Nathan  Stone  marched  before  the 
persons  so  assembled  in  a  Riotous  manner  ai'med  with  a  Sword 
that  the  said  Sheriff  in  the  Hearing  of  the  Persons  so  riotously 
assembled  made  Proclamation  aloud  in  form  of  Law  for  them  to 
Disperse,  but  without  Effect  soon  after  which  the  said  Joseph 
Wait  ^nd  some  others  of  the  Rioters  Rushed  upon  tlie  Sheriff  & 
his  Posse  tliat  the  said  Joseph  Wait  being  armed  with  a  Pistol 
in  his  left  hand,  and  a  Club  in  his  right  Hand  Struck  at  this 
Deponent  twice  with  the  Club  which  this  Deponent  avoided  by 
suddenly  retreating  lyUerenpon  the  said  Joseph  Wait  levelled  his 
Pistol  at  this  Deponent,  by  which  this  deponent  was  put  in  fear 
and  Dread  of  his  Life,  That  the  other  Rioters  thereupon  iu  Gene 
ral  fell  upon  the  said  Sheriff  and  his  Posse  which  they  soon  over- 
powered, and  forceably  and  Violently  Seized  this  Deponent  and 
others  of  the  said  Posse,  and  Carried  them  to  the  House  of  the 
said  Joseph  Wait  where  the  Slieriif  was  informed  by  tlie  said 
Rioters  that  one  at  least  of  his  said  Posse  so  taken  they  would 
hold  Prisoners  until  lie  the  sa,ld  Sheriff,  this  Deponent  and  some 
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others  slioald  enter  into  Bond  for  Five  linndred  Pound  accord- 
ing to  tlie  best  of  tliis  Deponents  Remembrance  and  Belief  to  be 
forfeited  If  the  matters  for  which  the  said  Sheriff  -was  then 
attempting  to  take  them  were  any  further  prosecuted,  or  if  any 
of  the  Inliabitants  of  Windsor  should  be  prosecuted  at  the  tlien 
next  General  Sessions  for  any  Crimes  whatsoever,  And  further 
that  the  said  Sheriff  should  Engage  to  make  Return  upon  the 
Process  against  the  said  Nathan  Stone,  Joseph  Wait,  Benjamin 
Wait  and  Samuel  Stone,  that  they  could  not  be  found  in  his  Baili- 
wick—Tliat  after  detaining  this  Deponent  a  Prisoner  in  the  said 
House  for  upwards  of  Seven  Hours  the  said  Sheriii'.  &  this  Depo- 
nent with  the  rest  of  the  Prosse  were  set  at  Liberty  and  Sulfered 
to  Depart,  And  t!iis  Deponent  further  Deposetb  tliat  on  the  fifth 
day  of  June  last  while  this'Deponent  was  attending  the  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  said  County  in  the  Bushiess  of 
his  Profession  at  the  Township  of  Chester  in  the  said  County 
one  Benjamin  Thurston  and  one  David  Getchel  seized  this  Depo- 
nent then  in  the  House  of  Jolin  Chandler  Esq^  Clerlt  of  the  Pea;Ce 
for  the  said  County  and  forceably  and  Violently  Carried  him 
away  from  thence  &  were  soon  after  joined  by  David  Stone,  EU- 
sha  Hawley,  Eaoeh  Judd,  Ebenezer  Curtis,  Andrew  Norton^ 
Elnathan  Strong,  Joseph  Tliompson  Steel  Smith,  Nathan  Stone, 
Joseph  Wait  Benjamin  Wait,  Samuel  Grjdley  Jacob  Getchel  Ebe- 
nezer Horsington,  Simeon  Mills,  Solomon  Emmons  Jonathan 
Noble,  Samuel  Whiston,  Joseph  King,  Ebenezer  Heywood,  Aron 
Barflett  since  Deceas'd  and  some  others  to  the  number  of  near 
Thirty  Persons  who  were  armed  with  sticks  &  who  surrounded 
this  Deponent  and  after  pulling,  shaking  and  Twitching  this 
Deponeut  with  the  utmost  Cruelty  forceably  &  violently  hurried 
this  Deponent  along  with  them  witJi  the  utmost  precipitation  to 
Charlestown  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  obliging  tlris 
Deponent  to  walk  the  whole  way  thither  being  Twelve  Miles 
distant  from  the  said  Townshipof  CJiester  that  on  the  Road  they 
used  this  Deponent  with  great  Incivility  &,  Cruelty  by  pulling 
Twitching  and  Shaking  him,  that- this  Deponent  remained  in  the 
Custody  of  the  said  Rioters  at  Charlestown  aforesaid  about  Twelve 
Hours  from  whence  they  carried  this  Deponent  to  a  place  called 
Windsor  in  this  Province  distant  about  Twenty  miles  from 
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Cliai'lestown  aforesaid  that  by  means  of  the  abuses  tliis  Deponent 
Received  as  aforesaid  the  great  fatigue  lie  underwent  &.'t]ie  Grief 
and  anxiety  of  mind  &  fear  he  laboured  under,  this  Deponent 
felt  himself  much  indisposed  and  Intreated  tliat  liis  ill  state  of 
Health  might  excite  Compassion,  notwithstanding  whicli  the  said 
Rioters  oftett  threatned  this  Deponent  &  could  hardly  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  allow  him  to  retire  to  sleep  altho  he  stood  much  in 
need  of  that  Refreshment^That  this  Deponent  was  not  sulfered 
to  write  to  his  wife  to  Quiet  her  mind  as  to  the  dreadful  appre- 
hensions she  must  have  Entertained  of  what  had  befallen  him, 
nor  to  any  other  of  his  Friends  but  with  the  utmost  difficulty  & 
first  submitting  to  have  his  Letters  perused  &  approved  of  by 
the  Rioters,  That  the  said  Rioters  made  use  of  the  most  shocking 
Threats  to  this  Deponent  in  Case  be  should  attempt  to  Escape, 
swearing  that  if  this  Deponent  was  anywhere  between  Heaven 
&  Hell  he  should  be  taken  again  That  this  Deponent  on  Sunday 
tlie  Tenth  day  of  June  aforesaid  effected  his  Escape  being  detained 
six  days  a  Prisoner  in  the  Hands  of  the  said  Rioters — And  this 
Deponent  further  Deposeth  that  on  arriving  at  Cbarlestown 
aforesaid  the  Rioters  in  discourse  said  "we  have  now  broke  up 
the  Court :  if  we  thought  we  bad  not  Effected  it  we  would  go 
back  and  bring  away  one  of  the  Judges"  (or  to  that  purpose) 
and  more  than  once  asked  this  Deponent  whether  lie  thought  the 
Court  would  continue  to  sit,  to  which  this  Deponent  answered  (be- 
ing willing  to  prevent  any  violence  being  offered  to  any  of  the 
Court)  that  he  was  sure  they  would  not  sit  any  longer.  And  further 
this  Disponent  saith,  that  from  Chester  to  Charlestown  the  said 
Rioters  were  Commanded  by  Joseph  Wait  and  from  thence  to 
Windsor  by  Nathan  Stone.  And  further  this  Deponent  saith  not 
John  Grout. 
Sworn  before  me  this  ) 
ninth  day  of  August  1770  J 

Danl  Horsmanden. 
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AFFIDAVIT  OF  SAMUEL,  WELLS. 

City  of  New  York  ss  ;  Samuel  Wells  of  Erattleboi-ongh  io 
the  County  of  Cumberland  Esquire  one  of  tlie  Judges  of  the 
Iiifcrior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  said  County  caino  this 
Day  before  me  and  made  oath  that  some  time  between  the  four- 
teenth and  Nineteentli  Days  of  May  last  this  Deponent  on  liis 
Return  home  from  a  Journey  called  upon  Colonel  Nathan  Stone 
in  Windsor  who  mounted  liis  Horse  and  rode  with  this  Deponent 
almost  through  Town,  on  the  Road  tlie  said  Stone  and  this 
Deponent  discoursed  concerning  the  High  Sheriff  not  long  before 
coming  into  Windsor  to  serve  some  Precepts,  and  liis  being 
opposed  and  threatened,  the  said  Stone  told  tliis  Deponent  that 
he  was  determined  that  no  writs  or  Precepts  that  Issued  out  of 
the  Inferior  Court  or  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  said  County  should  be  served  in  Windsor,  or  to  that  purpose  j 
That  tlie  making  a  County  was  a  sham  and  not  a  E«ality,  that, 
the  Patent  or  Ordinance  for  erecting  the  County  was  a  Libel,  as 
it  suggested  that  its  being  erected  into  a  County  was  Petitioned 
for,  which  he  said  was  false,  that  it  was  ne\'er  Intended  that 
these  Courts  should  Act  in  Trying  Causes,  that  there  was  no 
Justice  to  be  obtained  in  tJie  County  by  means  of  the  Corruption 
of  tho  Judges  Justices  and  otiier  Officers,  that  they  were 
ruled  intirely  by  John  Grout  Attorney  at  Law,  that  he  was 
determined  to  oppose  their-Authority,  while  he  had  a  Drop  of 
Blood  in  Iiis  veins ;  That  friendship  to  this  Deponent  Induced 
him  to  beai'  this  Deponent  Company  until  he  had  passed  by  most 
of  the  Settlements  in  Town,  and  Intimated  tliat  if  this  Deponent 
should  Ride  alone  through  Town  he  would  be  in  danger  of  being 
Assaulted  by  the  People  and  have  some  violence  done  to  him  ; 
That  this  Deponent  endeavoured  by  many  arguments  to  Convince 
the  said  Stone  of  the  danger  of  opposing  the  Execution  of  tiae 
Laws  and  exhorted  him  "to  alter  his  resolution  and  told  him  that 
if  he  and  the  People  would  for  the  future  make  no  opposi  Hon  to 
the  free  execution  of  the  Laws  it  would  be  the  most  likely 
method  lie  and  they  could  take  to  induce  tlie  Civil  authority  to 
pass  over  the  opposition  already  made  in  the  Tcnderest  manner  ; 
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that  if  M'  Grout  or  any  of  the  Justices  oi'  offices's  whom  ho 
accused  of  bad  conduct  Imd  done  anything  wrong  the  Law  pro 
vided  a  sufficient  Remedy  and  was  the  only  way  by  whioli  tliey 
could  be  punished  &  that  this  Deponent  apprehended  he  had 
not  given  himself  time  to  consider  as  he  ought  before  he  had 
formed  his  Resolutions.  To  which  the  said  Stone  replied  that 
he  had  formed  no  Resolution  about  the  matter  on  a  Sudden, 
that  his  Resolution  to  oppose  "Writts  being  executed  had  been 
fixed  at  least  five  or  sis  montlig  before,  and  that  wliile  he  had  life 
he  would  oppose  the  Sherif,  and  that  the  people  of  that  Place 
(meaning  Windsor)  and  some  other  places  would  joine  and  stand 
by  liim  to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood,  That  some  time  alter 
this  Deponent  arrived  at  home,  he  was  informed  by  Daniel 
Whipple  Esquire  high  Sherif  of  the  said  Courtly  that  he  with  the 
Assistance  of  fifteen  or  Sixteen  men  had  made  an  attempt  to 
Retake  the  same  Persons  in  Windsor  he  had  before  taken  into 
Custody  &c  who  had  Escaped  from  him  being  Rescued  by  the  said 
Stone  and  others,  and  the  particulars  of  that  Transaction.  Tliat 
on  the  Sunday  next  before  the  sitthig  of  the  Inferionr  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  tiie  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  County,  Bildad  Andrews  Esquire  came  to  tliis  Depo- 
nents House  and  shewed  him  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  wliich  he 
Informed  this  Deponent  was  wrote  by  Israel  Curtis  Esquire  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  County  residing 
at  Windsor  to  one  Webb  residing  in  Westminister  which'  gave 
reason  to  this  Deponent  to  suspect  tliat  he  the  said  Curtis  t(M;et]ier 
witli  the  said  Nathan  Stone  and  a  Number  of  others  from 
Windsor  Intended  to  assemble  in  a  Tumnllious  manner  at 
Court,  this  Deponent  therefore  as  soon  as  Possible  set  out  for 
Chester  and  on  his  way  thitlier  called  npon  Joseph  Lord  Esquire 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  said  Inferiour  Cotirt  who  accompanied 
this  Deponent,  that  they  both  arrived  at  Chester  tlie  Evening 
before  the  sitting  of  the  Court  and  communicated  the  Copy  of 
the  said  Letter  to  Thomas  Chandler  Esquire  first  Judge  of  the 
said  Inferiour  Court  and  to  some  Justices  of  tlie  Peace,  but  as 
the  Copy  aforesaid  was  not  fully  expressive  of  the  Intention  of 
the  Tumult  it  was  difficult  for  tliem  to  determine  what  measures 
10  take — That  on  Tuesday  the  fifth  day  of  June  last  the   Day 
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appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  said  Court;  the  said  Nathan 
Stone  together  with  Joseph  Wait,  Benjitmiii  Wait,  Israel  Curtis, 
Enoch  JKdd,  Joseph  King,  Steel  Smith  and  a  nnmher  of  others 
amoaiiting  to  about  thirty  as  this  Deponent  believes  appeared  at 
the  place  where  the  Court  were  to  sit  in  a  Riotous  andTumulti- 
ous  manner  the  said  Nathan  Stone  being  armed  with  a  sword, 
the  said  Joseph  Wait  with  a  Dagger  or  Hanger  and  tlie  rest  with 
large  stave  or  cliibbs  and  as  it  was  feared  by  the  Judges  they  de- 
signed mischief  the  said  Thomas  Chandler  mildly  demanded  of  tlie 
said  Nathan  Stone  the  reason  of  his  being  thus  armed  and  desired 
him  hot  to  carry  iiis  Sword  into  Court  (or  to  that  purpose)  the  said 
Nathan  Stone  replied  in  a  Low  voice  so  that  the  Deponent  is  not 
able  to  say  what  washis  Answer.  The  Judges  soon  after  toolc  theii- 
Seats  and  the  Court  being  regularly  opened  according  to  the  usual 
manner,  the  several  Persons  aforesaid  and  their  Associates  came 
into  the  Court  House  with  their  Satts  on  and  the  said  Nathatt 
Stone  and  Joseph  Wait  armed  as  aforesaid  (the  said  Stone  carry- 
ing his  Sword  in  ids  Hand)  approached  the  Table  before  the 
Judges  seat,  whiletheir  Party,  armed  as  aforesaid,  stood  at  a  small 
distance  in  a  Body  facing  the  Court.  Then  Stone  demanded  of 
the  Court  what  business  they  had  to  sit  there  as  a  Court  and 
said  that  he  made  this  Demand  in  behalf  of  the  Publick,  in  tliis 
he  was  seconded  by  the  said  Joseph  Wait'  and  the  said  Israel 
Curtis,  and  were  answered  by  some  of  the  Judges  that  the 
Letters  Patent  or  Ordinance  erecting  the  County  and  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Pleas  which  were  always  read  at  the  opening  of 
the  Court  shewed  their  authority  and  all  who  wanted  satisfac- 
tion ought  to  have  attended  to  the  reading  of  them,  whereupon 
the  said  Nathan  Stone  Josepli  Wait  and  Israel  Curtis  by  many 
Arguments  Denied  the  authority  this  Government  had  to  errect 
the  said  County  which  the  Court  thought  prudent  to  bear  with, 
and  not  to  make  much  answer  to,  but  gave  them  to  understand 
they  should  proceed  to  do  the  business  tlien  before  them, 
Whereupon  the  said  Joseph  Wait,  who  stood  Indicted  with 
sonie  others  for  a  Eiot,  demanded  an  Immediate  Tryal, — That 
the  Insolent  behaviour  of  tbe  Said  Joseph  Wait,  Nathan  Stone 
and  Israel  Curtisj  and  the  martial  appearance  of  them  and  their 
Party  armed  and  Ranged  as  aforesaid  being   considered,  the 
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Court  apprehended  it  not  prudent  that  the  said  Rioters  should 
be  then  put  on  Tryal,  as  the  Court  and  Jury  could  not  be  with- 
out fear  if  tliey  were  convicted,  nor  safe  to  refuse  them  a  Tryal 
at  that  time,  and  oblige  them  to  enter  into  Recognizance  to 
appear  at  the  Next  Term,  least  they  should  resent  it  by  some 
immediate  act  of  violence.  Therefore  the  Court  informed  them 
they  mig]it  depart  without  entering  into  any  further  Recogni- 
■zance — Sifter  whicli  it  was  moved  by  the  said  Nathan  Stone, 
Joseph  Wait  and  Israel  Curtis  that  John  Grout  an  Attorney  of 
the  said  Court  should  be  disabled  from  practising  representing 
him  as  a  bad  man,  Upon  which  they  were  answered  by  the 
Court  tliat  if  M^  Grout  was  a  bad  Man  it  was  unknown  to  the 
Court  that  the  Court  entertained  a  Contrary  opinion  of  him. 
However  if  tliey  had  any  thing  to  accuse  him  of  tliey  might 
apply  to  the  Grand  Jury  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  would 
assist  in  drawing  any  necessary  Bill,  or  tliey  might  apply  to  a 
Higher  Court,  That  M'  Grout  if  accused  of  any  offence  had  a 
right  to  a  Tryal,  that  the  Court  had  not  lawful  authority  to 
Comply  with  their  Request  and  jbrejudge  M'  Grout  on  a  bare 
suggestion  that  he  was  a  bad  man  supported  by  no  evidence  nor 
even  the  particulars  of  his  bad  Conduct  pointed  out.  the  said 
Stone  and  Wait  then  Replied  tliey  were  not  about  accusing  him 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  him  a  Tryal  neither  were  tiiey  obliged 
to  do  it  but  tliat  the  Coui't  miglit  depend  that  Jiothing  would 
satisfie  him  and  the  People  (as  he  expressed  himself)  but  Grouts 
being  immediately  expelled  the  Court  in  sucii  a  manner  as  never 
to  have  the  Priviledge  of  Practising  as  an  Attorney — and  then 
directing  his  Speech  particularly  to  thefirstJudgesaid,if  it  isno't 
done,  We  shall  do  something  wliich  I  shall  be  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  do  wliicli  will  make  j  our  Honour  Repent  not  Complying  with 
our  Request  or  words  to  that  purpose  lie  was  then  informed  hj 
the  Court  that  tliey  would  not  Comply  with  Ids  Demand  or 
Request,  upon  which  the  Party  armed  with  Clubbs  as  aforesaid 
who  before  stood  facing  the  Court  crowded  nearer  in  a  Riotous 
disorderly  manner  and  shewed  signs  of  a  Resolution  to  carry 
their  Point  by  force,  the  Court  finding  it  impossible  to  proceed 
to  business  ill  this  Confusion  and  Tumult  and  to  prevent  any 
act  of  Violence  being  committed  while  they  were  sitting  as  a 
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Court  Immediately  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  Soon  after  wliioh 
the  said  Stone  and  liis  Party  seized  tlie  said  John  Grout  in 
presence  of  some  of  the  Judges  of  tlie  said  Court  and  forceably 
carried  liim  away,  and  that  the  High  Sherif  of  Ihe  said  County 
at  the  same  time  made  Proclamation  for  the  said  Eioters  to 
disperse  but  to  no  effect.  And  farther  this  Deponent  saith  not 
Saml  Wells. 
Sworn  before  me  this  } 
ninth  Day  of  August  1770  J 

Danl  Hobsmakden. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL 

ON    THE    PRECEDIKG, 

May  it  please  your  Honor 

In  obedience  to  your  Honor's  Order  in  Council  of  the  14*''  of 
August  last,  we  have  considered  the  Letter  of  his  Excellency 
John  Wentworth  Esq^  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  of  10th 
Febr  referred  to  us,  with  his  Memorial  and  the  Depositions 
therewith  transmitted  ;  and  humbly  beg  leave  to  report  thereon. 

That  these  Papers  respect  certain  Complaints  against  Samuel 
Wells  Esq"",  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  inferionr  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  one  of  the  Justices  in  the  Commission  for  the  Peace, 
in  the  New  County  of  Cumberland ;  which  is  Pai't  of  that 
Territory  formerly  claimed  by  New  Hampshire,  but  by  his 
Majestys  Order  in  privy  Council  of  the  SO'i"  of  July  1764, 
declared  to  belong  to  the  Province  ol  New  York. 

M"'  Wells  is  charged  with  Endeavours  to  frustrate  the  arrest 
of  certain  Persons  prosecuted  in  the  vice  Admiralty  Court  of 
this  Province,  for  cutting  Pine  Timber  in  a  Tract  called  the 
Townsliip  of  Windsor,  granted  under  New  Hampshire ;  and 
with  taking  a  Conveyance  of  their  Etfects,  pending  the  suits,  to 
prevent  a  Recovery  of  the  Penalty  which  the  offenders  had 
incurred. 

He  has  been  informed  of  these  accusations,  &  in  Vindication 
of  himself  laid  before  us  liis  own  Declarations  upon  Oath  with 
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the  Deposilioiis  of  ■VVilliam  Dean,  Willard  Dean,  William  Dean 
Jun',  Ebenezer  Fisher  &  Daniel  Wliipple,  with  William  Deane'a 
bill  of  sale,  and  the  affidavit  of  James  Duane  Esq^,  who  waa 
Proctor  for  the  Defendants  in  the  vice  admiralty  Court. 

Upon  examining  these  Papers,  we  cannot  see  sufficient  cause 
to  advise,  either  a  Removal  of  M''  Wells  from  tlie  Places  he  holds, 
or  any  Prosecution  against  an  Officer,  who  we  are  informed 
sustains  a  fair  Character,  even  in  a  District,  where  there  are  not 
wanting  some  Persons,  to  whom,  from  their  attachment  to  the 
unjustifiable  Claim  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  &  liia 
zeal  in  asserting  the  Ki^ht  and  Jurisdiction  of  this  Colony,  lie 
must  be  peculiarly  obnoxious. 

The  Parties  prosecuted  had  by  Law  a  Eight  to  convey  away 
their  effects,  and  M"'  Wells's  acceptance  of  the  Grant,  with  tlie 
Caution,  and  in  the*  circumstances  &  for  the  Ends  proved  by  M' 
Duane,  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  in  the  least  Degree  criminal. 

And  if  your  Honor  &  the  Board  of  Council  should  concui'  in 
(his  opinion,  we  humbly  beg  Leave  to  advise,  that  copies  of  the 
Depositions  which  we  now  deliver  in  j  may  be  sent  to,  M' 
Wentworth,  in  Justification  of  the  Conduct  of  this  Government, 
and  to  shew  his  Excellency  our  Readiness,  to  make  diligent 
Examination  into  the  Matters  of  his  Complaint. 

With  Eespect  to  the  Request  that  the  Lands  granted  in  the 
Township  of  Windsor,  uni^er  the  seal  of  New  Hampshire,  may 
be,  declared  to  he  forfeited  for  a  Ereach  of  one  of  the  Conditions 
■in  the  Patent,  the  Committee  conceive,  that  advantages  of  broken 
Conditions  expressed  in  Royal  Grants,  are  to  be  taken  in  a  legal 
course,  by  regular  Prosecutions  agamst  the  Patentee  ;  and  that 
it  would  be  manifestly  improper  to  oidei  any  steps  for  that 
■purpose  in  the  Present  case,  because  we  consider  the  Grant 
v/Jiich  his  Excellency  icfeis  to,  is  nitiel}  void  for  want  of 
Authority  in,  the  Government  of  New  Himpshire,  to  issue 
patents,  for  Lands  (as  has  been  done  in  many  Instances)  on  the 
West  side  of  Connecticut  River, 

But  when  the  New  Hampshii'e  Grantees  (who  have  generally 
by  the  Moderation  of  this  Government  been  preferred  to  others) 
pray,  for  new  Patents  under  tlie  Great  Seal  of  this  Colony,  we 
conc€ive  that  such  as  have  shewn  a  Disregard  to  the  Terms 
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under  wliicli  they  setUed,  in  articles  injurious  to  the  Crown,  k 
such  also  as  have  heen  guilty  of  Infractions  of  the  Laws  for  tlio 
Preservation  of  Masts  for  the  Royal  Navy,  are  unworthy  of  his 
Majesty's  Bounty,  Si,  that  their  applications  for  Lands  in  this 
Goverament  ought  to  he  rejected. 

All  which  is  nevertheless  humbly  submitted  tliis  SStii  Day  of 
September  1770— By  order  of  the  committee 

Wm  Smith  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
(Endorsed)  The  committee's  Report  on  the  order  of  Referrence 
of  the  14«i  of  Aug'  1770  relating  to  the  accusa- 
tions agt  Samuel  Wells  Esq"'  a  Judge  of  y° 
Common  Pleas  of  Cumberland  County.  1770 
Sep'  29.     Bead  &  appproved  of  and  confirmed. 


ADDITIONAL  AFFIDAVITS. 


NewYork  Cumberland  County  ss.  Wilham  Deane  of  full  age 
Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  Joseph  Lord  Esq"^  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  one  of  his  Majesties 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  tlie  County  aforesaid  and  being  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  Deposeth  &  saith. 

That  he  being  a  Resident  in  "Windsor,  and  having  the  Later 
part  of  August  last,  taken  a  journey  from  there  to  Springfield 
in  Massachusetts  BayjMi^  John  Grout  on  the  fourth  Day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  came  to  him  (the  Deponent)  and  Informed  liim, 
that  the  Deponents  two  Sons  Willard  &  William  were  made 
Prisoners  by  one  Benjamin  Wliiting  on  a  Process  that  Issued 
out  of  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  for  the  Province  of  New 
York  and  that  he  said  Whiting  was  going  to  carry  them  to  th& 
City  of  New  York  for  tiyal,  And  that  Whiting  has  agreed  to-' 
tarry  at  Hinsdale  with  liis  said  prisoners  untill  Tuesday  noon  : 
That  they  were  almost  Destitute  of  money  &  liad  hired  him  to 
come  &  Enform  this  Deponent  of  their  Cercumstances.  And 
that  unless  this  Deponent  could  reach  Hinsdale  by  Tuesday, 
noon,  it  was  likely  liis  said  Son's  would  begone,  so  that  this, 
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Deponent  could  not  see  them,  without  following  tliem  to  Albanyj 
8s  said  Grout  told  him  {the  Deponent)  That  Whiting  had  not 
Promised  to  Tarry  at  HinsdtJe  longer  than  tuesday  noon:  And 
likely  wotUd  then  set  out  for  Albany.  (That  the  Inferiour  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  was  then  sitting  at  Springfield,  in  which  Court 
the  Deponant  had  a  Cause  then  Depending,  and  was  obliged  to 
attend  the  Tryal;  which  prevented  the  Deponent  from  arriving 
at  Hinsdale  untill  Tuesday  night,  When  Whiting  had  moved 
with  the  Deponents  said  Sons,  (agreable  to  what  M'  Grout  had 
before  told  the  Deponent)  from  Hinsdale  across  the  woods 
toward  Albany  That,  on  the  Deponents  arriving  at  Brattleborongh 
the  next  morning  he  saw  Judge  Wells,  and  understanding  by 
him,  and  others  That  the  Process  issued  from  the  Court  of  admi- 
ralty aforesaitl  was  against  the  Deponent,  as  well  as  against  his 
Sons — The  Deponent  asked  said  Wells's  advice:  And  he  advised 
the  Deponent  to  go  to  the  City  of  New  York,  Immediately  & 
surrender  himself  to  the  Marshal,  &  take  tryal  with  his  said 
Sons.  Tliat  on  this  Morning,  News  c-ame  to  the  Deponent  & 
said  Wells,  of  a  Party  of  men  that  had  followed  the  said  Whiting, 
&  said  Prisoners,  The  said  Wells  with  M'  Arms  the  then  liigh 
Sheriff,  set  out  on  horseback  to  Disperse  the  People:  And  both 
said  Wells  and  Armsshew'd  a  great  Disposition  to  prevent  any 
Violence  &."  and  appeared  much  concerned  at  hcHi-ing  that  the 
people,  in  a  Tumult  had  followed  as  atbresaid.  This  Deponent 
thinks  he  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  said  Wells  was 
offended,  &  even  Griev'd,  that  the  People  was  assembled  in  that 
Tumult,  and  that  the  Zeal  that  the  said  Wells  &  Arms  shew'd 
on  that  occasion,  leaves  no  Doubt  in  the  mind  of  this  Deponent, 
but  that  they  would  run  every  risque  to  Disperse  the  People. 
The  Depojient  agreable,  to  M'  Wells's  advise,  set  out  for  the 
City  of  New  York,  to  surrender  himself  for  tiyal:  And  about 
thiity  miles  before  he  reached  the  City,  met  M'  Whiting  Deputy 
Marsiudl  who  tui'n'd  about,  &.  accompanied  the  Deponent  to  the 
New  Goal  in  tlie  City  wliere  he  was  committed.  The  Deponent 
further  say's.  That  the,  said  Grout  was  so  far  from  making  bis 
journey  to  Springfield  to  arrest  Whiting  and  thereby  help  the 
said  Prisoners  to  escape,  that  he  informed  this  Deponent,  That 
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Wliiting  &  the  said  Prisoners  were  going  another  way  viz' 
across  the  woods  to  albany. 

Sworn  tills  Twenty  third  day  of  June  Anno  Domini  1770, 
Joseph  I^oiui, 

New  York  Cumberland  Connty  ss.  Daniel  Whipple  Esq'  now 
High  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  of  Cumberland,  pesonally  came 
&  appear'd  before  me  Josepb  Lord  Esq''  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Inferiour  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ibr  said  County  and  one  of  bis 
Majestys  Justices  of  peace  for  said  County  and  being  sworn  on 
the  lioly  Evangelists,  Deposeth  and  sailb.  That  some  time  the 
fore  part  of  Septemlier  last  this  Deponent  was  at  tlie  bouse  of 
John  Arms  Esq"^  in  Brattleborongb  in  said  County  in  Company 
witb  said  Arms,  Samuel  Wells  Esq'  M'  Benjamin  Whiting,  Wil- 
lard  Dean  &  William  D^an  junr  and  understood,  tliat  tlie  said 
Whiting  as  Deputy  Marshal  liad  tbe  said  Willard  Dean  &  William 
Dean,  tlien  in  bis  custody,  on  a  Process  that  bad  Issued  against 
tliem  out  of  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  of  New  Yorlc.  That 
by  Whitings  Discourse  it  seem'd,  he  was  at  a  loss  whether  to 
carry  the  Prisoners  thro'  a  Part  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  or  thro' 
tbe  Woods  to  Albany,  whereupon  said  AVells  told  him,  that  it 
was  bis  opinion.  That  he  bad  no  right  to  carry  tbem  thro'  Massa- 
cliusets,  (tho'  says  he  that  would  be  the  best  Rhoad  if  tlie  Law 
would  justifie  it)  and  advised  him  said  Whiting,  to  go  with  the 
Prisioners,  across  tlie  wood's  in  tbe  Province  of  New  York  to 
Albany,  &  take  that  Road  to  New  York  Whiting  soon  concluded 
to  go  that  Way;  Messi's  Wells  k  Arras  seemed  fo  treat  said  Whit- 
ing with  great  respect,  Drank  witb  him  freely  &  Discoursed 
men-ily,  and  after  Whiting  had  concluded,  not  to  go  with  tbe 
Prisoners  thro'  Massacbusefs  Bay,  M''  Wells  merrily  said  to  bim 
had  you  gone  thro'  that  Province  I  guess  that  Grout  would  have 
arrested  you  on  behalf  of  your  Prisoners  for  false  Imprisonment 
{or  to  that  purpose)  a  considerable  Discourse  merrily  passed  in 
this  way  liy  M''  Wells  until  Whiting  seem'dangry  and  Expressed 
himself  as  tlio'  he  apprehended  M''  Wells  bad  sent  Grout  into 
Massacliusets  on  that  errand  upon  wbieb  M''  Wells  said,  you 
ought  nottothiok  so  (or  to  that  purpose)  had  that  been  the  case 
do  you  think  I  would  have  advised  you,  not  to  go  tliat  way;  I 
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dont  know  that  Grout  is  gone  on  tliat  bnisiiess,  for  I  have  not 
seen  liim:  but  I  understand  he  has  gone  that  way,  Perhaps  that 
may  be  liis  business.  After  Wliiting  was  gone  and  a  Number 
of  People  in  a  Tumultuous  way,  followed  him,  as  I  was  enformed, 
I  understood  that  said  Wells  Issued  his  warrant  to  arrest  some 
of  them:  and  arrested  them  accordingly;  and  several  times  after- 
wards, I  heard  him  said  Wells  speak  of  this  Tumult  with  warmth, 
and  said  that  he  appi-ehended  the  people  in  it  ought  to  be  severely 
punished,  and  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  see  that  they 
was  punished,  or  to  the  same  purpose. 

Joseph  Lohd. 

Swoni  this  Twenty  third  Day  of  ) 
June,  Anno  Domini  1770  i 

(Endorsed)    Daniel  Whipple  Esq  Deposition. 


New  York  Cumberland  County  88.  Ebenezer  Fisher  of  Brat- 
tleborough  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  and  Province  of  New 
York  Personaljy  Come  and  Apeared  Before  me,  Joseph  Lord 
Esq'  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  one  of  His  Majestys  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
said  County^  and  being  Duly  Svvoru  Deposeth  &  Sailh,  that 
on  Saturday  Evening  the  Second. Day  of  September  Last  Past, 
this  Deponent  was  at  the  House  of  Samuel  Wells  Esq'  in  the 
Township  of  Erattleborougli  in  said  County  of  Cumberland,  in 
Company  with  one  Benjamin  Whiting  and  said  Sam"  Wells, 
said  Whiting  Told  said  Wells  that  he  (said  Wliiting)  bad  Two 
Prisoners  at  Hinsdale  (viz)  William  and  Willard  Dean,  which 
he.  was  going  to  Carry  to  New  York  Bj  vertue  of  writs  from  the 
Court  of  vice  Admiralty  of  New  York,  said  Wells  asked  said 
Whiting  if  he  was  agoing  to  Carry  Them  Down  the  River 
through  the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  Governments,  To 
which  said  Whitiug  answered  that  he. Did  not  know  but  he 
should,  for  he  understood  there  was  Provision  made  for  Officers 
of  the  Neighboring  Governments  to  carry  their  Prisoners  through 
them  Governments,  by  acts  of  Assembly  (or  To  that  Purpose) 
— said  Wells  Told  him  lie  Did  not  Recollect  any  such  Act,  and 
believed  that  tliere  was  none,  unless  it  was  made  very  Lately— 
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however  (said  Wells  to  liim)  if  tliere  is  such  an  Act  it  -will  be 
much  easier  to  go  that  way — But  you  had  Better  be  sure  of  it 
before  you  go.  Said  Wells  furthfer  Told  him  he  could  cross  the 
woods  without  any  Great  Difficulty,  if  he  got  a  Pilot  Part  of  the 
way — said  Wliiting  was  very  urgent  to  have  said  Wells  meet 
him  at  Hindsdale  on  monday  morning  the  next. 

This  Deponent  was  at  Hindsdale  on  the  Monday  next  following 
said  Second  Day  of  September  Said  Wells,  Whiting,  &  his  two 
assistants  Benjamin  Wait  and  one  Rosebrook — Present,  Likewise 
the  two  Prisoners  above  mentioned,  and  lieard  said  Wells  & 
Whiting,  Discourse  in  substance  the  same  as  above,  with  Regard 
to  Carrying  said  Prisoners  thro'  said  Governments  or  a  Cross 
the  woods. 
SwoiTi  this  ninth  Day.of  July  A.  D.  1770  )  Ebenezer  Fisheb. 

before  me  Joseph  Loed.      ( 


New  York  Cumberland  County.  Willard  Dea-j  of  full  ago 
personally  came  and  appeared  before  me  tlie  Subscriber  Oliver 
"Willard  Esq.  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  S'' 
County  and  one  of  the  Assistant  Judges. 

And  being  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  Deposeth  &  saith, 
that  he,  being  a  Resident  in  Windsor  in  the  same  County  was 
about  the  twenty  Nintli  Day  of  August  last  made  prisoner  by 
one  Benj"  Whiting  on  a  Process  that  issued  out  of  the  Court  of 
Vice  Admiralty,  &  liaving  been  Itept  by  S^  Wliiting  and  others 
he  had  given  the  care  of  the  Deponent  to,  with  great  severity. 
Viz,  Guarded  with  loaded  Pistols,  Clubs,  &o.  And  tlireatened 
to  be  shot,  beat,  &''  the  R<1  Whiting  sent  the  Deponent,  and  his 
Brother  William  (then  a  Prisoner)  under  the  care  of  one  Benji^ 
Wait,  &  James  Rosebrook,  from  Windsor,  to  Hinsdale,  that  pass- 
ing thro'  Westminister,  wliere  the  Depot  ]iig  gd  Brother  &  their 
S^  keepers  lodged.  Viz.  at  M''  Ranneys  :  we  there  found  M'' 
Jolin  Grout  Attorney  at  Law,  and  this  Deponent  &  his  S*!  Brother 
told  him  tlie  tisage  they  liad  met  with  &  the  Terrors  they  had 
been  kept  uuder  by  S^  Whiting,  Wait  and  Rosebrook  &=  M« 
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Grout  tlien  enquired  of  S^  Wait,  &,  Rosebrook,  the  reason  of 
their  using  the  iDeponaiit  &  liis  S''  Brother  with  such  Severities) 
&  whether  they  had  unduly  behaved,  and  being  answered  byS*! 
Wait,  that  the  Prisoners  had  beliaved  in  no  way  unbecoming, 
had  sliewn  no  Disposition  to  Escape,  lie  then  told  Sii  Wait  &  Rose- 
brook,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  that  Prisoners  in  Custody,  who, 
during  tlieir  being  in  Custody  had  continued  to  behave  well,  & 
to  be  submissive  to  their  keepers,  ought  not  to  be  carried  imdcr 
tlie  Terror  of  fire  Arms,  nor  be  -threatened  with  beating  &  tliat 
he  thought  M'  Whiting  was  much  in  fault,  for  Ordering,  &• 
Buffering,  the  Prisonei-s  to  be  under  these  Circumstances  used  in 
that  manner,  M'  Grout  then  asked  the  Deponent,  &  his  S^ 
Erotlier,  whether  they  would  promise  not  to  make  any  Escape, 
to  which  they  answered  in  the  Affirmative.  M''  Grout  then 
advised  Saitl  Wait  &  Rosebrook,  to  unload  their  Pistols,  and  to 
treat  the  prisoners  with  Tenderness,  &  kindness,  and  fui'ther-- 
more  told  the  prisoners  both,  in  hearing  of  Wait,  and  Rosebrook, 
as  well  as  out  of  their  hearing  by  all  means  to  be  Submissive  to 
their  S^^  keepers,  &  that  the  escaping  from  them  would  be  no 
advantage,  but  a  great  Disadvantage  to  the  deponant,  &.  his  S*) 
Brother,  k  that  after  the  S''  Grout  had  discoursed  in  this  manner, 
■with  S"^  prisoners,  &  S*!  keepers,  they  unloaded  the  Pistols.  The 
Deponant  &  his  S^  Brother,  having  but  a  little  Money  &,  their 
Father  being  at  Springfield,  they  persuaded  the  S<i  Grout  to  ride 
to  him,  &  give  him  notice  of  their  circumsttinces,  &  if  possible 
procure  some  Money  of  him,  to  carry  along  with  them  to  Now 
York  ;  the  S^  Grout  went  from  Westminister  on  that  Journey, 
and  at  Hinsdale  again  met  the  Prisoners,  &  M''  Whiting  on 
Smiday  Morning. 

M'  Whiting  informed  the  s^  Grout  that  he  intended  to  set  out 
with  tlie  Prisoners  by  Tuesday  Noon,  across  the  Woods,  to  Alba- 
ny, M''  Grout  informed  Wliiting  of  his  Business  to  Springfield 
&  desired  him  to  tarry  'till  he  came  back,  even  tho'  it  should  be 
until  Tuesday  Night.  M' Grout  left  the  prisoners,  &  Whiting 
to  pursue  the  said  Journey  to  Sprhigfiekl,  on  Sunday  Morning, 
Whiting  witli  tlie  Prisoners  set  out  on  Tuesday  after  Noon,  and 
before  Grouts  return.  Thnt  after  Gj'outs  departure,  viz;  on  the 
fourth  of  Septem'^  Sam'  Wells  &  John  Arms  Esq'  came  to  the 
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House  where  this  Deponent,  his  sil  Brother,  &  Wliiting  were  af  ier 
some  Civilities  had  passed  between  s^  Wells,  &  Whitiug  as  usual 
on  tlie  Meeting  of  Gentlemen,  M^  WJiiting  desired  s''  Wella 
to  tarry  there  until  he  went  across  the  River,  to  speak  with  one 
Jones,  M'  Wells  tai'ried  accordingly,  &  on  Whitings  retui'n  some 
Convefsation  between  them  was  had.  hy  which  it  appeared  by 
what  Wliiting  f:aid,  that  he  had  some  tho'ts  of  carrying  the  s'' 
Prisoners  to  New  York  thro'  a  part  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  M' 
Wells  told  him  that  (in  his  opinion)  he  had  no  Eight  to  go  with 
the  said  Prisoners  thro'  that  Province  &  on  Discoursing  with 
Benjamin  Wait,  one  of  Whitings  Assistants,  M'  Wells  expressed 
himself  in  the  same  manner,  Representing  it  as  his  opinion  tliat 
Whiting  had  no  Right  to  take  s*  Prisoners  across  the  Massechu- 
setts  (tho  says  he)  if  the  Law  would  Justify  it,  it  would  be  much 
the  best  Road,  &  easyest  Way,  he  advised  M''  Whitjng  if  he  went 
across  the  woods  in  New  York  Government,  to  Albany,  to  get 
one  Stockwell  as  a  Pilate,  who  he  s''  he  believed  knew  the  way, 
at  this  Time,  and  at  another  time,  viz,  when  the  Deponent  was 
going  with  s-^  Whiting,  across  to  Albany,  s'*  Wells  &  Arms,  at 
Arms's  house.  Treated  s'*  Whiting,  his  assistants,  &,  the  Prisoners, 
with  Liquors  k"  &  all  were  very  cheerful,  M"^  Wells  merrily  said 
had  you  gone  with  the  Prisoners  thro'  Massechusetls,  I  guess 
Grout  would  have  arrested  you,  this  Depo'  heard  M'  Wells  mer- 
rily say  so  another  Time,  M''  Whiting  seemed  to  resent  this,  M' 
Wells  thereupon  s^  he  did  not  know  that  he  meaning  Grout 
wouJd  do  so  for  he  had  not  seen  him  before  he  went  down  &  only 
liad  heard  he  had  gone  down  .the  River,  perhaps  that  may  be  his 
Business,  surely  (saj's  he)  If  T  had  desired  that  sucli  a  Thing 
should  be  done,  I  should  not  advised  you,  not  to  go  that  way, 
(or  to  that  purpose)  This  deponent  farther  says  that  he  has  not 
the  least  reason  to  believe,  that  any  such  thing  was  intended  by 
s^  Wells,  As  Grout  lie  is  sure  knew  before  he  left  Whiting,  and 
the  Prisoners,  at  Hinsdale,  that  Whiting  intended  not  to  go  tliro' : 
the  Massechusetls  Bay,  but  across  the  Woods  to  Albany.  This 
Depo'  further  says,  that  s^  Wells  advised  iiim,  &  his  s<i  Brother, 
to  go  with  Whiting,  &  be  obedient  to  him  &  not  to  attempt  trnj 
Escape,  that  the  doing  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  Prisoners  Dis- 
advantage, &  never  si^  any  thing  Contrary  to  the  Deponent  or  to 
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any  otlier  Person  as  lie  knows  of,  tliat  as  to  a  Number  of  People 
following  Whiting,  &  others  tliis  Deponent,  had  not  the  least 
expectation  of  such  a  thing,  and  cannot  guess  wliat  moved  the 
people  to  it  unless  it  was  this,  that  when  Whiting  moved  off  with 
the  Deponent  &  his  said  Brother  he  rode  on  Horseback,  &  the 
Prisoners  went  on  Foot,  they  did  not  Travel  so  fast  as  he  inclined 
to  ride,  upon  which  he  told  this  Deponent, &his  s** Brother,  that 
unless  they  traveled  faster  he  would  tie  them  together  with  Ropes 
or  Straps,  and  throw  them  across  his  Horse,  and  carry  them  that 
way,' or  tie  them  to  the  Tail  of  his  Horse.  What  makes  this 
deponent  believe  these'  threats  Occasioned  the  people  to  Assem- 
ble, and  ibllow  as  afores^  is  this,  that  wlien  they  came  to  M' 
Stockwell,  where  Whiting  &,  the  Prisoners  lodged,  &  found  the 
Prisoners  had  not  been  used  in  the  Manner  threatned  as  aforesi* 
they  committed  uo  Violences. 

WiLLAHD  Dean 
Sworn  before  me  this  ll^h  day  of  July  1770 

Ol"  WiLLAan. 

County  of  Cumberland  SS:  William  Dean  Brother  to  the  above 
Willard  Dean  Being  duly  Sworn,  did  depose  and  say,  after  Reed- 
ing the  aforegoing  deposition,  that  he  knows  the  contents  thereof 
to  be  just  and  true. 

William  Dean  Jun^ 
Sworn  before  me  the  ll'ii  day  of  July  1770. 

Ox-K  Willard 


City  of  New  York  ss.  ■  Samuel  Wells  of  the  Township  of 
Brattleborough  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  Province  of  New 
York  Esq'  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God  deposeth  and  saith  that  on  the  Second  Day  of 
September'  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  nine  Benjamin  Whiting  Esq'',  came  to  his  ."House  and 
told  him  he  was  going  to  Doctor  Wells's  and  about  an  hour  and 
an  half  or  two  Horn's  after  returned  witii  Ebenezer  Fisher  who 
be  said  was  his  Prisoner  and  that  Williird  and  William  Deane 
were  likewise  his  Prisoners  at  Hinsdale  and  that  he  had  taken 
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them  all  on  Process  from  the  Court  of  .Vice  Admiralty  in  New 
York  aforesaid  for  cutting  down  Wliite  Pine  Trees.  Tliat  this 
Deponent  tlien  asked  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  which  Way  ho 
Intended  to.  carry  them  whether  thro'  tlie  Governments  of  Massa- 
chusetls  Bay  and  Connecticut  or  thro'  the  Woods  to  Albany 
the  Reason  of  which  Question  was  tlmt  Hindsdale  where  the  said 
Prisoners  then  were  lies  several!  miles  below  the  Road  leading  to 
Albany  That  the  said  Benjamin  then  made  answer  that  he  was 
undetermined  which  way  he  should  go  for  that  Mr.  Jones  and 
Mr.  Grout  had  told  him  that  by  the  Laws  of  the  Massachusetts  a 
Provision  was  made  for  OJScers  of  the  otlier  Governments  to 
carry  Prisoners  thro'  their  Jui'isdiction  if  needful.  That  this 
Deponent  then  replied  he  knew  of  no  such  Law  that  if  there 
was  any  such  it  would  be  much  the  easiest  Way  but  advised  him 
to  be  certain  of  it  before  lie  went  that  going  thro'  the  Woods  to 
Albany  would  be  attended  with  great  Difficulty  and  put  him  to 
the  Expence  of  a  Guide  for  Part  of  the  Way  and  tliis  Deponent 
further  saitli  that  upon  asking  the  said  Benjamin  Wliiting  what 
Ground  there  was  for  a  Process  against  the  said  Ebenezer  Fisher 
he  answered  that  Mr.  Jones  as  he  understood  had  informed 
against  him  to  Governor  Weiitwortli  and  the  said  Ebenezer 
Fisher  then  said  he  had  cut  no  wliite  Pine  Trees  except  such  as 
has  been  blown  down  and  laid  rotting  for  several  years  that  this 
Deponent  then  told  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  he  believed 
what  the  Prisoner  said  was  ti'ue  for  he  tliis  Deponent  knew  of 
his  cutting  such  Logs  but  verily  believed  he  had  cat  no  other 
than  such  as  he  never  brought  them  to  his  the  Deponents 
Mill  and  that  if  he  had  tresspassed  in  no  other  manner  tlie 
Information  against  him  by  Mr:  Jones  on  which  lie  was  prosecu- 
ted appeared  to  this  Deponent  to  be  malicious  and  vexatious  That 
this  Deponent  then  asked  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  whether 
he  had  Power  to  release  the  said  Ebenezer  Fisher  if  he  coald  be 
iatisiied  he  had  cut  no  Timber  fit  for  his  Majesty's  Navy  upoa 
which  the  said  Benjamin  Whitiag  replied  he  believed  tliat  M' 
Jones  had  such  Power  and  desired  tliis  Deponent  to  meet  Jiim 
and  M''  Jones  at  M^  Tutes  at  Hindsdale  aforesaid  on  Monday 
then  next  and  this  Deponent  further  saitli  that  lie  asked  the 
said  Benjamin  Whiting  whether  he  had  any  ProcesS'  for  Wit- 
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nesses  a,nd  who  the  Witnesses  were  and  that  the  said  Eenjainiii 
answered  and  said  that  he  had  with  him  Subptenas  but  that 
there  ivere  Blanks  for  the  names  wliich  he  was  to  fill  up  with 
such  as  he  found  capable  of  proving  wha,t  was  alledged  sgainst 
the  Prisoners,  and  then  serve  thom  That  this  Deponent  then 
enquired  whether  lie  had  any  Directions  to  give  the  Witnesses 
money  for  defraying  the  Expense  of  their  Journey  and  that  the 
said  Benjamin  said  he  should  give  to  each  of  them  two  or  three 
shillings  Upon  which  this  Deponent  observed  tliat  if  the 
Witnesses  liappened  to  be  poor  tliey  could  not  possibly  go  that 
Journey  with  so  small  a  sum  the  said  Benjamin  then  replied  that 
tlie  Snbpfenas  required  their  attendance  under  the  Penalty  of 
one  hundred  pounds  that  this  Deponent  then  look'd  into  Jacobs 
Law  Dictionary  and  found  under  the  Title  Subpcenas  that  the 
penalty  was  inserted  only  in  Teirorem  and  the  whole  was  not 
recoverable  wliich  he  read  to  the  said  Binjaniin  Whiting  but 
never  imagined  either  that  or  any  thing  else  he  had  said  or  done 
would  be  charged  upon  him  as  a  crime  or  Misdemeanor  since 
his  Intentions  were  entirely  innocent  and  the  whole  conversation 
that  passed  in  substance  as  aforesaid  was.  the  mere  Eifect  of 
Curiosity  and  for  bare  Information — And  this  Deponent  further 
saith  that  on  Monday  the  fourth  of  September  according  to  M' 
Whitings  Desire  he  met  him  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  and 
the  said  Ebenezer  Fisher  at  Hindsdale  aforesaid  but  that 
M''  Jones  was  not  there  that  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  desired 
this  Deponent  to  tarry  there  till  he  and  Major  Arms  went  across 
the  River  to  M'  Jones  that  this  Deponent  waited  accordingly  and 
upon  his  the  said  Wliitings  Return  he  told  this  Deponent  that 
M'  Jones  had  directed  him  to  release  the  said  Ebenezer  Fisher 
and  he  did  then  release  him  accordingly  and  this  Deponent 
further  saith  that  they  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  and  this 
Deponent  then  had  a  further  conversation  .relative  to  the  Road 
he  intended  to  take  to  New  York  of  the  same  purport  with  that 
above  in  substance  related  and  tlie  said  Benjamin  Wliiting  then 
informed  this  Deponent  that  M'  Grout  was  gone  into  Massachu- 
setts to  inlbrni  Capt"  Dean,  Father  of  the  said  William  & 
Willard  Dean  of  what  had  happened  upon  which  this  Depo- 
nent replied    that  if  that  was   tiie   Case   M'  Grout   would 
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probably  cause  liim  to  be  arrested  if  he  travelled  with  his 
Prisoners  that  Way  But  the  Deponent  denies  he  ever  iiiiew 
that  M'  Grout  was  gone  before  that  Time  and  this  Depo- 
nent further  saith  that  on  tlie  next  Day  being  Tuesdsiy  tlie 
fifth  Day  of  September  aforesaid  in  tlie  afternoon  tlie  ssiid  Benja- 
mia  Whiting  witli  two  of  liis  Assistants  Wait  &  Eosebrook  and 
the  said  Willard  and  William  Dean  Ids  Prisoners  came  to  a  Saw 
Mill  belonging  to  this  Deponent  adjoining  to  the  higli' Road  on 
their  Journey  to  Albany  tliat  tlie  said  Major  Arms  who  was  then 
at  this  Deponents  said  Mill  gave  the  said  Benjamin  Wiiiting  and 
those  with  iiim  an  Invitation  to  stop  at  his  House  on  their  Way 
and  take  some  Refreshment  whioli  tliey  accepted  of  tliat  there- 
upon they  all  went  together  to  the  House  of  the  said  Major  Arms 
who  provided  a  Dionec  for  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  and  tliose 
who  were  with  liim  That  this  Deponent  sent  to  His  the  saidDepo-'. 
nents  House  for  Kum  and  having  made  some  Liquor  they  all 
drank  and  conversed  freeJy  together  That  during  tiieir  Stay  there 
this  Deponent  at  tlie  Request  of  t!ie  said  Benjamin  Wiiiting  ad- 
vised the  Prisoners  as  tliey  had  b«t  little  money  with  them,  to 
^ive  M''  Whiting  an  Obligation  under  their  Hands  for  the  Repay- 
ment of  what  he  should  lay  out  in  their  Expenses  upon  tlie  Road 
and  tliey  agreeing  to  such  his  Proposal  he  drew  the  said  Obhga- 
tion  and  they  executed  it  accordingly  And  this  Deponent  further 
saith  that  liaving  drank  freely  and  sociably  together  for  some 
time  he  told  the  said  Benjamin  Wiiiting  in  a  jesting  Way  tliat  if 
he  had  gone  tliro'  Massachusets  Grout  would  have  arrested  him 
and  the  Prisonei'S  would  have  been  at  Liberty  and  others  of  the 
Company  bantered  him  in  the  same  manner  upon  which  he  the 
said  Benjamin  Whiting  grew  angry  and  intimated  tliat  this  Depo- 
nent had  sent  Grout  on  that  Errand  Upon  whioli  the  said  Depo- 
nent told  him  he  was  so  fur  from  designing  any  thing  of  that 
Kind  tliat  lie  never  knew  M''  Gi-out  was  gone  thither  till  he  the 
said  Benjamin  Whiting  informed  him  of  it.  Nor  did  he  know 
M'  Grouts  Business  theJe  but  bai'ely  suspected  tliat  that  might 
be  it.  And  that  he  tlie  said  Benjamin  did  not  do  well  in  sus- 
pecting the  Deponent  iiad  sent  M''  Grout  on  such  an  Errand 
since  lie  the  Deponent  Iiad  all  along  told  him  the  said  Benja- 
min Wiiiting  that  he  apprehended  that  he  liad  no  legal  Kight 
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to  go  with  Prisoners  tliat  way  that  the  said  Benjaniin  seemed 
thereupon  satisfied  and  requested  this  Deponent  to  accompany 
him  two  or  three  milea  and  shew  him  the  Road  to  Albany  and 
upon  Ills  Request  and  to  oblige  him  the  said  Benjamin  the 
depcment  complied.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that 
while  upon  the  Road  the  said  Benjamin  WJiiting  complained 
to  this  Deponent  that  the  Prisoners  did  not  walk  fast  enough 
upon  which  the  Deponent  advised  them  to  make  as  much 
Haste  as  they  could  and  he  obedient  to  the  commands  of  the 
said  Benjamin  Whiting  and  they  would  fare  tiie  better  for  it 
and  more  particularly  gave  them  a  strict  charge  not  to  attempt 
an  escape  by  any  means  whatsoever  all  which  they  piomised 
this  Deponent  in  the  said  Benjamins  Hearing  to  observe  and  that 
before  they  pai-ted  the  said  Benjamin  informed  this  Deponent 
that  his  tlie  Deponents  advice  !iad  made  the  Prisoners  walk  a 
great  deal  faster  and  thanked  the  Deponent  for  all  tlie  favors  hd 
had  shown  to  him  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  next  Day  he  was  surprized  by  a  message 
from  the  said  JIajor  Arms  then  high  Sherijf  of  the  County 
aforesaid  informing  him  that  a  number  of  People  had  followed 
the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  in  a  tumultuous  manner  .That  there- 
upon the  Deponent  immediately  got  out  of  Bed  mounted  his 
Horse  and  taking  the  said  Sheriff  along  with  him  went  to  the  Place 
where  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  had  lodged  that  night  when 
he  was  Informed  that  the  People  had  dispersed  without  doing 
any  mischief  upon  which  he  returned  Home  that  receiving  Infor- 
mation of  three  persons  principally  concerned  in  raising  the  said 
Tumult  he  issued  liis  warrant  against  them  that  two  of  them 
were  apprehended  and  brought  before  him  and  that  he  bound 
them  by  Recognizance  to  appear  at  the  next  general  Sessions  And 
this  Deponent  further  saith  that  tJie  next  Day  after  the  Departure 
of  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  Captain  Dean  Father  of  the 
aforesaid  William  and  Willard  Dean  against  whom  as  the  said 
Benjamin  Whiting  told  this  Deponent  Process  had  also  issued 
fi-om  the  said  court  of  vice  Admiralty  came  to  Ernttleborough 
that  the  Deponent  advised  him  to^o  to  New  York  and  surrender 
himself  for  Trial  which  he  promised  he  would  do  and  did  go 
with  tliat  Intent  but  was  taken  on  Im  Way  by  the  said  Benjamin 
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"WMtiog  as  tills  Deponent  liEis  been  informed  and  believes  to  ba 
ti-ue  and  further  tliis  Deponent  saith  not, 

Sam,  Wells. 
Sworn  this  twentieth  Day  of  August  ? 

In  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  1770  iiefore  me  ^ 

Dan  Hoksmanden. 


City  of  New  York  ss;  James  Dl.■A^'E  of  the  City  of  New  York 
Esqf  being  duly  sworn  by  tlie  direction  of  his  Honour  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  Deposeth  and  saith  That  in 
the  'montli  of  October  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  nine  he  was  applied  to  by  William 
Dean  and  his  sons  Willard  and  William  Deane  whom  he  under- 
stood to  be  Inhabitants  of  Windsor  in  tho  County  of  Cumber-' 
land  to  defend  them  on  an  Information  in  the  Court  of  vice 
Admiralty  of  this  Province  at  the  suit  of  his  Excellency  John 
Wentworth  Esq''  Surveyor  of  the  King's  woods  in  America  fdrl 
destroying  Pine  Trees  on  which  they  were  then  confined  in  the 
common  Goal  of  the  City  of  New  York  That  the  Deponent 
believing  from  their  Representations  and  several  Depositions  they 
laid  before  liim  tliat  it  was  a  hard  Prosecution  undertook  their 
Defence  That  The  Deponent  being  of  opinion  that  by  Law 
they  could  not  on  such  a  Prosecution  be  held  to  Bail  moved 
that  they>  should  be  discharged  on  eiitring  their  appearance  but 
they  were  ordered  by  the  coui't  to  be  held  to  Bail  in  a  large 
sura  for  want  of  which  they  remained  in  close  custody  That 
after  some  time  they  complained  that  the  little  money  they  had 
brought  down  with  them  and  received  from  the  sale  of  their 
Horses  was  expended  and  that  they  had  no  means  purchasing 
the  necessaries  to  support  Life  and  desired  this  Deponent  to 
Intercede  with  the  Judge  to  direct  them  an  allowance  of  Bread 
and  Water  which  they  Represented-  they  were  entitled  to  as 
Prisoners  at  the  suite  of  the  Crown  That  the  Deponent  accord- 
ingly mentioned  their  Request  to  the  Judge  who  declared  he  had 
no  power  to  direct  such  Provision  That  some  time  afterwards 
This  Deponent  was  informed  That  the  said  William  Deane  the 
Father  was   in   Treaty  with  Samuel  Wells  Esq''  on^  of  the 
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Judges  o.  the  Court' of  Common  Pleas  for  tlie  said  County  of 
Cumberland  for  a  sale  of  his  the  said  William  Dean'g  Effects  on 
liis  Farra  at  Windsor  atbresaid  in  oi^der  to  raise  money  there- 
from for  t!ie  support  of  himself  and  his  sons  in  their  Confine- 
ment. That  this  Deponant  is  not  certain  whether  the  sale  so 
intended  wag  lirst  mentioned  to  him  by  William  Deane  or  M"^ 
Wells  but  tills  Deponent  well  remembers  that  M''  Wells  advised 
with  him  on  the  measure  and  that  tills  Deponent  approved  of 
It  as  legal  in  itself  and  as  an  act  of  Humanity  towards  Deane 
and  his  children  whom  iie  considered  as  in  the  greatest  distress 
and  this  Deponent  farther  saith  that  to  prevent  any  misinter- 
pretafion  tliat  might  be  made  of  the  said  intended  saJe  to  tiie 
Disadvantage  of  M''  Wells  he  advised  that  the  Judge  of  the 
admiralty  should  be  informed  of  th^  said  intended  sale  before 
the  same  should  be  carried  into  Execution  That  this  Deponent 
waited  upon  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  with  M""  Wells  as  lie 
believes  and  informed  him,  thereof  accordingly  and  that  it  wag 
the  only  means  which  the  Deponent  could  tiiink  of  to  prevent 
the  sfiid  William  Dean  and  his  sons  ft-om  suffering  or  perishing 
for  want  of  sustenance  or  something  to  that  effect  That  to  the 
best  of  this  Deponents  Rememberance  the  Judge  of  the  Admi- 
ralty made  no  objeetion  nor  sliewed  the  least  dislike  thereto. 
And  this  Deponent  saitli  That  the  transfer  to  Mf  Weli's  of  the 
effects  of  the  said  William  Deane  was  drawn  by  one  of  the 
Deponents  clerks  and  that  lie  verily  believes  from  what  passed 
at  that  time  and  from  the  Behaviour  and  Conversation  of  M' 
Wells  that  it  was  an  Act  of  Benevolence  and  Humanity  in  M' 
Wells  to  Deane  and  liis  two  sons  without  whicli  this  Deponent 
verily  believes  they  must  have  suffered  greatly  unless  they  had 
been  relieved  by  Charity  as  they  appeared  to  tiiis  Deponent  to 
be  strangers  and  Frieudloss'  in  this  City  and  further  this  Depo- 
nent saith  not, 

J  AS  DUANE. 

Sworn  the  28'^  day  of  September  } 
Anno  Dom:  1*770  Before  me.      \ 
(Endorsed)     Deposition  of  James  Duane  respecting  the  Com- 
plaintof  Governoiir  Wentworth's against  Judge 
Wells. 
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PROCLAMATION  FOR  APPREHENDING  CERTAIN  RIOTERS. 

By  his  Excellency  tlie  Eiglit  Honourable  John,  Earl  of  Dcnmore, 
Captain  General  and  Governor  In  Chief,  in  and  over  tlie 
Province  of  New-Torlc,  and  the  Territories  depending  there- 
on in  America,  Chancellor,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  pursuance  of  An  Act  of  the  Legislalure  of  tViis  Prti- 
vince,  entitled  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  collecting  his  Majes- 
ty's Quit-Rents  in  the  Colony  of  J\'ew-York,  mid  for  Partition  of 
Lands  in  order  thereto;  Commissioners  and  a  Surveyor  were 
appointed  to  make  Partition  of  certain  Lots,  Parcel  of  a  larger 
Tract  of  Land,  situate  on  the  East  Side  of  Hudson's  River,  in  the 
County  of  Albany,  called  Wallumschaack,  granted  to  James  De 
La?icey,  Gerardus  ;Stui/vesant,  Esquites,  and  others,  by  Letters 
Patent  under  the  Great  Sealof  tlie  said  Province,  bearing  Date 
the  fifteenth  Day  of  July,  One  thousand  sevea  hundred  and 
thirty  nine:  And  the  said  Commissioners  in  the  Execution  of 
their  Duty,  being  employed  in  surveying  the  said  Lots,  Were  on 
th«  nineteenth  Day  of  October,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty  nine,  interrupted  and  opposed  by  a  Number  of  armed  Men, 
tcrmttltuously  and  riotously  assembled  for  the  declared  Purpose 
of  preventing  the  said  Partition,  who  by  open  Force  compelled 
the  Surveyor  to  desist  from  the  said  Survey;  and  by  insults  and 
Menaces,  so  intimidated  the  Commissioners  as  to  oblige  them  fo 
relinquish  at  that  Time,  any  fui'ther  Attempt  to  discharge  the 
Trust  reposed  in  them:  And  whereas  the  Proprietors  of  tiie  said 
Patent,  and  other  Lands  held  in  Virtue  of  tlie  Grants  of  this 
Province,  finding  Claims  against  their  Right,  set  op  uader  the 
Government  of  JVew-Hnmpshire,  did  cause  divers  Ejectments  (o 
be  brought  for  Tryal  of  the  Title  to  the  said  Lands,  and  at  the 
Circuit  Conrf  lield  for  tlie  City  and  County  of  Albany,  in  Jieae 
last,  obtained  three  several  Verdicts  by  special'  Juries ;  from 
■rthence  it  was  hoped  that  the  riotous  Spirit  would  subside,  which 
had  s»  long  prevailed,  to  the  great  Injury  of  that  Part  of  the 
Country :  Whereupon  the  Owners  of  the  said  Patent  of  Waffwia- 
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schaack,  directed  tlie  Commissioners  to  resume  and  complete- the 
Partition  aforesaid ;  wlio  on  the  twenty  sistli  Day  of  Seplemb-er 
now  last  past,  in  the  Execution  of  the  said  Trust,  were  again 
opposed  and  prevented  from  effecting  the  said  Partition,  hy  a 
riotous  and  tumultuous  Body  of  Men,  openly  avowing,  in  Oppo- 
eition  to  the  Title  and  Jurisdiction  of  this  Province,  that  those 
Lands  were  held  by  them  under  A^myHamfshire;  and  Informa- 
tion being  given  me,  that  such  repeated  Acts  of  Violence  have 
chiefly  arisen  from  an  Expectation  that  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Decision  in  Privy  Council  of  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  1764, 
whereby  the  western  Banks  of  Connecticut  River,  are  adjudged 
to  be  the  Boundary  between  the  two  Provinces, — would  be 
rescinded,  and  the  Lands  on  the  West  Side  of  that  River,  be 
annexed  to  A''eW'Hampshire.  To  prevent  the  Disorders  that 
might  be  occasioned  by  so  groundless  a  Delusion,  I  have  tliouglit 
proper  to  signify  that  I  have  the  liighest  Reason  to  thinJi  it  is 
Ills  Majesty's  fixed  Resolution  to  adhere  to  his  said  Royal  Deci- 
eion,  and  to  leave  this  Government  in  the  full  Enjoyment  of  its 
ancient  Eights,  as  bounded  upon  tJie  said  Connecticut  River. 
And  it  further  appearing  by  Proof  on  Oath,  that  Simeon  Hoika- 
way,  Moses  Scott,  Jonathan  P/iislc,  and  Silas  Robinson,  all  of  the 
County  of  Jilbany,  Yeomen,  were  among  the  principal  Authors 
of,  and  Actors  iu  the  last  mentioned  Riot  and  Breach  of  the 
Peace:  In  order  therefore  to  bring  the  said  Offenders  to  condign 
Punishment,  and  that  others  warned  by  their  Example,  may  be 
deterred  from  the  Commission  of  such  evil  Practices  for  the 
future,  I  have  tliought  fit,  by  and  with  tiie  Advice  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Council,  to  Issue  this  Proclamation,  Iiereby  strictly  command- 
ing and  requiring  the  Sheriff  of  tJie  City  and  County  of  JHhany, 
to  apprehend  and  take  a!l  and  every  the  before  named  Rioters 
and  Of^flders,  and  tliem  to  commit  to  safe  and  secure  Custody, 
to  answer  for  their  several  09ences,  and  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  Law:  And  for  that  Purpose  rf  it  shall  be  necessary,  to  raise 
and  take  to  Ms  Assistance,  the  Posse  Comitolus,  or  whole  Power 
of  the  County:  And  all  Magistrates,  Officers,  and  Ministers  of 
Justice,  are  hereby  enjoined  and  requii'ed  to  give  theif  Aid  and 
Assistance,  not  only  in  apprehending  tlie  said  several  Offenders, 
and  committing  them  to  safe  Custody,  but  in  preventing  and 
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suppressing  all  future  Riots  and  Disorders  of  the  lilfe  dangerous 
Tendency. 

GIVEN"  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at  Fort  George,  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  the  &rst  Day  of  Novemberj  One  thousand 
seven  hundi-ed  and  seventy,  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Tliii'd,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  and  so  fortli. 

DUNMOBE. 

By  His  Excellency's  Command, 
Gw.  Banyar,  D.  Secry, 

God  Save  the  King. 


PETITION  STROM  CimBERLAND  AND  GLOUCESTER 
TO  THE   KING. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers.  In  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,  Inliabitants  of  the  Province  of  New  York  in  the 
Counties  of  Cumberland  &  Gloucester,  on  tlie  West  side  of 
Connecticut  River. 
Most  humbly  Shewetli 

Tliat  your  Majesty's  Colony  of  New  York  was  anciently 
bounded  to  the  eastward  by  Connecticut  River,  the  Grant  from 
King  Charles  the  Second  to  James  Duke  of  York  in  16C3|4  com- 
prehending in  express  terms ;  "All  tlie  lands  from  the  West 
side  of  Counecticiit  River  to  the  East  Side  of  DeleU^are  Bay;" 
Wliile  your  Majesfj's  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  the  Limila 
whereof  were  first  ascertained  about  the  year  1739  is  confined 
In  its  extent  westward  to  your  Majesty's  other  Governments. 

That  notwitlistanding  this  clear  designation  of  Boundary  to 
each  Province  New  Hampshire  proceeded  to  make  Grants  of  th« 
Lands  westward  of  the  Rivet  Connecticut,  and  the  matter  at 
length  coming  under  your  Majestys  consideration,  your  Miijesty 
was  pleased  by  your  Royal  order  of  the  SO""  of  July  176-i, 
finally  to  determine  and  declare  the  Western  banks  of  Connecii- 
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eu6  river  from  wliere  it  enters  the  Provinec  of  tlie.  Massaclmsets 
Bay  as  Ikr  as  the  45^1'  degree  of  northern  Latitude,  to  be  tlie 
Ifeuiidary  Line  between  the  Provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York. 

That  in  the  year  1768,  an  ordinance  was  passed  in  your 
Majesty's  name  and  under  your  Majestys  Seal  of  New  Torlij 
erecting  part  of  the  Lands*  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river 
into  a  new  County  by  the  name  of  Cumberland ;  and  on  the 
16''' .of  March  in  the  present  year,  a  like  ordinance  passed 
erecting  another  county  to  the  northward  of  the  former,  by  the 
name  of  Gloucester ;  in  consequence  whereof  proper  courts 
have  been  establislied  and  organized,  &  justice  duely  adminis- 
tered, as  in  tlie  other  Counties  within  your  Majtstys  Province  of 
New  York,  to  the  great  comfort  ease  and  happiness  of  your 
Petitionei-s,  and  other  your  Majesty's  loyal  &  faithful  subjects, 
who  hoped  to  have  enjoyed  uninterruptedly  the  fruits  of  their 
industry  in  Peace  ami  tranquillity. 

That  in  the  month  of  June  last,  a  number  of  disorderly  per- 
sons seated  in  the  township  of  Windsor  in  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, assembled  in  a  riotous  manner,  &  by  threats  obstructed 
the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas;  pretending 
Hiat  the  Magistrates  &  Civil  OfBcers  were  unauthorized ;  that 
no  obedience  was  due  to  them  ;  that  the  Jurisdiction  belonged  to 
the  Government  of  New  Hampshire ;  That  your  Majesty's  Royal 
Order  aforesaid  would  soon  be  rescinded  ;  and  the  Lands  thereby 
declared  as  part  of  your  Majesty's  Colony  of  New  York,  be  decreed 
to  appertain  for  the  future  to  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

Thatiesidmg  neji  the  Lord eis  of  the  two  Governments,  the 
Baid  riotous  peisons  have  eluded  the  publick  justice,  by  flight 
mto  New  Hampsliire  ,  and  coniedei  ating  with  divers  inhabitants 
tliere;  have  piomoted  a  spirit  of  disorder  and  disobedience  to 
the  authoiity  of  jour  Mijestjs  Government  of  New  York,  by 
Signing  dnd  procuring  the  sub'ciipljons  of  many  persons  in  both 
provinces  to  a  Petition,  tie  a-\o-(ed  purpose  of  which  is  the 
change  of  Jui  isdiction 

That  your  Petitioners  are  persuaded  this  measure  is  calculated 
to  elude  the  punishment  due  to  those  lawless  trangressors  :  to 
promote  the  interests  of  individuals,  wlio  have  made  a  traffic  of 
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the  New  Hampsliire  titles,  and  to  aggrandize  the  Jiimily  of  the 
late  Governour  Wentwortli,  for  whose  benefit  reservations  of 
Land  were  made  in  all  tlie  numerous  Grants  which  he  thought 
proper  to  pass.  Wliile  your  Petitioners  liave  the  gi-eatest  reason 
to  think  it  will  if  adopted  prove  highly  dissatisfactory  and 
prejudicial  to  the  Body  of  Inhabitants  in  general,  who  beginning 
to  feel  the  eminent  advantages  of  a  settled  Government,  view 
with  concern  even  the  prospect  of  an  alteration  that  may  again 
expose  them  to  the  difficulties  and  hardships,  with  wliieh  they 
so  lately  contended,  at  the  same  time  that  it  must  be  Mevitably 
productive  of  uncertainty  and  confusion  in  titles,  and  peculiarly 
grievous  to  a  great  number  of  your  Majesty's  Subjects,  who 
confiding  in  the  Stability  of  your  Majestys  said  royal  order, 
have  purchased  and  seated  themselves  iri  that  country  from  an 
immediate  view  of  their  being  connected  with  and  under  the 
protection  of  this  your  Majesty's  Government  of  New  York. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  Iiumbly  beseech  your  Majesty, 
to  Grant  them  such  releif  as  to  your  Majesty,  in  your  great  wisdom 
shall  seem  meet. 

And  your  Majesty's  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pray  &^ 

Province  of  New  York  ? 
1''  November  1770    ( 


Thomas  Chandler 
Edward  Howe 
Moses  Wright 
SiiiioB  Stevuns 
Timothy  Spencer 
Daniel  Gill 
Samnul  Scott 
Jehiell  Simmons 
George  Hall 
Jchebed  Widdoms 
JoBe[ib  Doiigliis 
ivnim  Dean 
Willard  Dean 
Wai  Dean  Jnnr 
Joel  Malhews 
Mgaes  Evens 
Kfid'ick  IVrlght 
Asa  Taylor 
Matthias  Rust 
Lionel  Uddal 
Jacob  Bnrlch 
Timothy  Lull 
Thoa  Snmnec 
Juhn  PetuTS 


John  Taplin 
Abner  Fowler 
John  Taplin  jnnr 
ThM  B  utter  liL-ld 
Thos  Chamherlaiu 
■Wellobny  Bntterfleld 
Eobt  Kennedy 
Ezekiel  Colby 
Jacob  Hall 
E[)hram  Martin  jnnr 
Dunlcl  urn 
Jonatlian  Bntterfield 
David  Sleeper 
David  Davis 
Benjamin  Jenkins 
Stephen  MoCtinnel 
Ohc'dodem  Sanders 
Matthew  Miller 
Amos  Davis 

thraim  Morton 
mlGrott 
Elien'er  Green 
John  Charaberlin 
Saml  Wise 


Betyn  Chamberlin 
Joseph  Lord 
Thos  Chandler  jnnr 
Ebenez:  Fullar 
George  Earl 
John  Chandlet 
Benjn  Mann 
Ainos  Snow 
Mathan  Earll 
David  Brooks 
JoBhtia  Church 
John  Stone  Jani 
John  Nntt 
Thomas  Kott 
Daniel  Sanltell 
Gershom  Tiittle 
Thomas  Ciitlar 
Wm  McCoy 
Joel  Mersh 
Ebenezcr  Farkhnrrt 
Alexander  Brinck 
Henry  Brat;?; 
Jonath  Ocor 
Hidod  Benton 
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Elisliii  Bnrfon 
John  Sargeiit 
Joseph  Hateh 
John  Hatch 
Sami  Patiidge 
John  Wright 
Jacob  Fowler  jun 
Jacob  Fowler 
Ephrflim  Collins 
Hiigh  Miller 
John  Sawyer 
Sanil  McDiiffey 
John  Morton 
Wm  Eell- 
Jesse  McFarland 
Ebenoz:  Morton 
David  Thomson 
James  Horner 
James  Ailiin 
Hezekiah  blUuvay 
Jos  Pennock 
Jesse  Pennock 
Ezeltiel  Pariah 
Isaae  Baldwin 
Peter  Pernueck 
Josiah  Goodrich 
Penuel  Deming 
TVm  Symes 
Moses  Johnson  jiinr 
Ebeneaer  Fiillar  jun 
David  Heaton 
Thos  Temple 
John  Abbe 
Jonath  Fullar 
Robert  Crook 
Oliver  I,ovell 
Oliver  Coray 
Falrbank  Moi'e 
Siivanus  Tifna 
Jacob  Slowel 
Timoth,^  Lovcll 
Ellas  A'lcott 
SamI  Laerabce 
Samnel  Taylor 
Joseph  Wood 
Joiin  Wait 
Wm  Simmons 
Thomas  Stebbins 
Wm  Steady 
Zebediah  Woodsvarth 
Colhurn  PrcBton 
John  Lovel 
Elijah  Lovel 
Jonathan  While 
Lemuel  White 
Jonathnn  Tarbcl 
Tobias  Barney 
Tim:  Olcott 
John  Stone 
Thos  Stone 
HezeMaJi  Ilonre 
Cynw  Whitecomb 
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Ebenrll  It  n 
David  Ilitcliison 
David  «o  d 
Koah  P  rler 
Oliver  fataitvel 
Page  Harriuan 
Paul  Spooner 
Bet^n  Birch 
Oriali  Morse 
Nathaniel  Martjn 
Samntl  Ai  llor 
Jaa  Miller 
Bunoni  V,  right 
David  Kcnnedj 
Wm  Tl  omstn 
Daniel  W  tst 
Arnn  Pei  nock 
Samuel  Pennock 
Eleazei  Goo  Inch 
Abner  Reeve 
Silas  Hamilton 
Franci"  Wl  it  more 
Isaac  Barrett 
Solomon  Phelps 
Lake  Brown 
Barnabis  Ru^sel 
Joseph  Jack^ion 
Isaac  MeC^ne 
Daniel  Sargent 
Dennii-  Lochling 
Danl  liiithan 
Alexander  Kathan 
John  Katl  an 
John  Kathan  Jnnr 
Wm  More 
Saml  Allen 
Wm  ■W  mian 
Jonas  Itore 
Mosea  Crlia 
Joshua  Parker 
Amos  Hall 
Charles  Kithin 
Koah  Sabi  i  Jumor 
Oliver  W\  man 
Andw  Grimes 
Benjarai  i  Vt  iloon 
Joseph  F  ill  r 
Jonatinn  IIo  igl  too 
James  Cumins 
Jeremiah  Cumins 
Francis  Comma 
Joshua  Hide 
Samuel  Wheat 
Jaines  Snow 
Matthew  Co  ailing 
Koah  Ciifli  ng 
Ephraiin  Pierce 
Abija  Moora 
Rtif'usMtrc 


\t   il  im  Carly 
J  hn  Butler 
Aaron  Garj 
leomrdSpanldii^ 
itliemiali  Howe 
Jostpli  Hart  well 
Epliratm  Wilcox 
Kicbard  Barton 
Saml  Partridge  ]unr 
Jas  Andrews 
Sm  uel  Wells 
Timoth)  Church 
Josepl  Bmt 
Joseph  Burt  junr 
H  j!)m  Brace 
Shidrich  Ball 
Joel  Aitchison 
Wm  K  ng 
Jacob  Ball 
Ohi  er  Coolt 
Ebenezer  Fisher 
Nathaniel  StedmuD 
Ebenezor  Church 
Reuben  Field 
Nathan  Gould 
Reuben  Bump 
Thos  Fanand 
John  Honghton 
Sawyer  Wright 
Elijah  Prouty 
John  Pike 
Tilley  Wilder 
Isaac  Robinson 
John  Serjeant 
Nathan  Church  joor 
Seth  Andrews 
James  Nickols 
Ebenezcr  Haws 
Lemuel  Kendrlck 
Le\i  Baldwin 
John  Baldwin 
Benin  Gould 
Nathaniel  Church 
Jonotl  n  Harrick 
John  Compon 
Jobn  Davis  jirar 
Ehjih  Alward 
Caleb  \lward 
John  Divis 
Jonatlin  Eogen 
Saml  Davis 
John  Mayo 
Lemuel  Mayo 
Samuel  Skinner 
Samuel  Mlnott 
Benji  Batch 
John  Bennett 
Kathan  Williams 
Ton  as  ''hepard 
JaaHcnieraon 
Jostph  ^\  illiams 
Saml  Woodard 
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Robert  Pattison 
Aiithy  Mori'el 
Wm  Coper' 
■WmGnte 
Saml  Clark 
Beqjn  Baker 
Josiah  Clark 
Joseph  Sfeward 
Thos  Clark 
Wm  Crelee 
Abner  Rice 
Rufus  Sbepherd 
Petter  Pattison 
Samuel  Clark  jr 
James  Caryjuur 
laaac  Orr 
Jamea  Roberts 
Jas  Woodward 
Satli  Knowell 
Joseph  Lyon's 
Ebenezer  Bfooks 
Daniel  Sheplierdaon 
Siml  Alleii 
Aquila  Cleveland 
Zacheus  Farnswortb 
Asaph  Carpenter 
Moaes  Smith 
David  Weeks 
Benjn  Carpenter 
Henry  Hlx 
Wm  Cranny 
Wm  Brace  junr 
Obadiah  Gill 
Joseph  CUambarlin 
Wm  Nieholla 
Jasper  Patrldge 
Joseph  Griffith 
Gbenr  Daiiis 
Ebenezer  Davis  jnnr 
Eliphftlet  Pearoe 
Samuel  Morse 
Joseph  Perry 
John  Perry 
Moses  Perry 
Solomon  Perry 
Jacob  Burton 
Azarinh  Stoder 
Elishs  Partridge 
Israel  Curtis 
Eboneaer  Harr' 
David  Toy 
Ebenezer  Parish 
Simeon  Smith 
George  Lyons 
Samuel  Clark 
Jonalhn  Crawford 
Elisha  Pratt 
Samuel  Brown 
David  Rich 


Ebenezer  Sabino 
Wm  Wilson 
Elijah  Clarke 
Elkanah  Cleveland 
John  Bolton 
Wm  Henderson 
Henry  Henderson 
Jno  Henderson 
Samuel  Morrison 
Jacob  Sliepard 
Bcnjn  Henry 
Sam  no]  Haws 
Wm  Scott 
Nathan  Will  cooks 
Hugh  Bolton 
Win  Bullock 
William  McCuna 
John  Ellis 
Thoa  Ellis 
BenJQ  Gorton 
£phraim  Knapp 
Jesse  Frost 
Benjn  Butterfleld  Jur 
Samuel  Button 
Thos  Cook 
Joshua  IFilder 
Saml  Wilder 
Ellas  Wilder  iuor 
Solomon  Bali 
John  Mark 
Asa  Davis 
Thomas  Crow  fool 
Michael  Lovel 
DanI  Whipple 
Wm  Williams 
Ellsha  Harding 
John  Grout 
Saml  Knight 
Benjn  Bntterfleld 
Gad  Smith 
Oliver  Wilson 
Josiah  Jenkins 
Thos  Serjeant 
Jonathn  Hobbs 
Malaohi  Church 
Abner  Newton 
Henry  Wells 
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William  Harris 
Bcnoiii  Smith 
John  Camp 
Joseph  ScoU 
Thomaa  Whiting 
Jas  CollJir 
Murdock  Smith 
Saml  Brown 
Amos  Whitbg 


John  Sheperdson 
Daniel  Whittaker 
Joel  Cutler 
Joaiah  Allen 
Wm  Ranisdale 
Francis  Rice 
Oliver  Diiismoore 
Noah  Weld 
Nathaniel  Smith 
Totham  Begie 
Wm  Larkin 
Israel  Field 
Abel  Storkwell 
Wm  Ellas 
Richard  Prouty 
David  Church 
Jacob  Spaulding 
Abner  Scouell 
Joseph  Marks 
Samuel  Darly 
Josiah  Davis 
Nathan  Davis 
David  Davis 
Chipman  Swift 
Jesse  Griffeth " 
Benjn  Dyer 
Saml  Kent 
Joiuah  Crimp 
John  Alexander 
Jonas  Knapp 
James  King 
Isaac  Gain 
Ithamar  Goodenough 
John  Camp 
Jonathan  Penney 
Samuel  Bennett 
Ephraim  Whitney 
Eleaer  Grovis 
James  Denis 
David  Ayers 
John  Barney 
Seth  Whitaker 
Jonathan  Goodenoagh 
Jedediab  Wood 
Manasali  Bishy 
Ebonczer  Goodenougli 
Daniel  Boydcn 
Ebenezer  Fox 
Thorns  Wooley 
Ephraim  Whitney 
Joseph  Stlbbinst 
Eliour  Palerson 
Saml  Stratton 
Israel  Rowley 
David  Lindnsay 
William  Johnson 
Jonathan  Churcb 
Titus  Arnu 
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hespectikg  the 

PETITION  FOR  THE   CONFIRMATION  BY  NEW   YORK  OE 
CERTAIN  N.  H.  GRANTS. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honi''e  John  Earl  of  Dunmore 
Captain  General  &  Governor  in  chief  in  &  over  the 
Province  of  New  York  &  the  territories  depending 
thereon  in  America,  Chancellor  &  vice  Admiral  of 
the  Same. 
The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  inhabitants  of  certain  lands 
on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  river  in  the  Province  of 
New  Yoi'k. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

Tliat  from  the  amiable  character  your  PetiOoners  have  repeat- 
edly had  of  tlie  benevolence  of  your  Lordship's  disposition,  as 
well  as  permanent  qualities  &  distinguished  abilities,  they  are 
induced  to  approach  your  Lordsliip  witli  their  Supplications. . 

That  a  Controversy  hath  unhappily  subsisted  for  some  years 
between  the  Governments  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire, 
relative  to  the  validity  of  tJie  Grants  formerly  issued  by  the 
latter,  which  has  proved  extremely  detrimental  botli  to  the 
interest  of  the  Crown  and  this  part  of  the  Coimtry,  by  impeding 
tlie  Settlement  thereof. 

That  your  Petitioners  Jiave  respectively  seated  themselves  and 
families  upon  the  Lands  so  granted  to  them  on  the  West  side  of 
the  river  Connecticut,  cultivated  and  improved  the  same  in  pur- 
suance of  and  agreeable  to  their  said  Grants,  conceiving  tlieir 
Title  to  be  good  and  effectual  until!  after  the  ariival  of  His 
Majesty's  royal  Order  in  his  Privy  Council  of  the  20"'  day  of 
July  1764,  ascertaining  tlie  eastern  Limits  of  tlie  Province  of 
New  York  to  be  at  the  western  banks  of  the  said  river  Connec- 
ticut. 

That  your  Petitioners  are  now  desirous  of  holding  the  same 
under  the  Government  of  New  Tork,  if  they  can  obtain  a  con- 
firmation of  tlie  Lands  so  by  them  respectively  improved  on 
moderate  fees,  &.  under  tlie  Provisoes,  limitations  and  restrictions 
prescribed  in  His  Mujestys  instructions  to  your  Lordsliip,  and 
that  the  other  Lands  situate  westward  of  said  river,  not  improved 
and  cultivated  as  aforesaid,  may  be  granted  on  the  usual  terms, 
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as  also  the  Lands  on  the  west  side  of  the  gtcen  mountains  to 
sueli-  persons  as  applied  lor  the  same. 

Your  Petitioners  tlierefore  most  hunibly  pray  that,  as  they 
have  expended  their  worldly  subgiance  upon  the  Premisses,  and 
are  thereby  rendered  wholly  unable  to  pay  the  Patent  fees  de- 
manded by  the  late  Governor  in  chief  of  this  Province  for  the 
Lands  so  cullivated,  that  your  Lordship  will  be  favourably 
pleased  in  lender  Compassion  to  j'oui'  Petitioners,  and  their 
helplessand  distressed  families  to  represent  this  their  Case  to  His 
Majesty,  not  doubting  but  lie  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take 
the  same  into  iiis  princely  Consideration,  and  give  such  relief 
therein  as  shall  to  lum  seem  meet. 

And  your  Petitioners  shall  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray  &c. 

Province  of  New  York  ? 
3  December  1770.      I 


Jesse  Frost 
Beaj:  Dutter9eldjuiii; 
Levi  Baldivin 
John  Baldivin 
Lemuel  Keiidilck 
NathU  Clinrch 
Jooathan  Heirik 
Thos  Cook 
John  Compton 


Saml  Wells 
Josiah  Whits 
Pillej  Wilder 
Isaac  Robinson 
JoliD  Soi^ennts. 
Kathaniel  Chareh  Jniir 
Sethat)  Smers 
Willm  Brncejum- 
Obadiah  Gm 
JoBi  Chamherlaitt 
Abner  Sewell 
Willm  Hicolls 
James  NicoUs 
Ebenezer  Hutv'B 
John  Ellis 
Thos  Ellis 
Benin  Gorton 
Ephraim  Knap 
Thos  Chandler 
Joel  AlohesoQ 
Willm  King 
Jacob  Ball 
Nathaniel  Seedman 
Oliver  Cook 
Ebeussor  Filkin 


Israel  Chnrch 
Reuben  Field 
Bathan  Gould 
Reuben  Bump 
Thos  Far  rand 
John  Houghton 
Sawyer  Wright 
Elijah  Front? 
Win  Cranny 
John  Pike 
Nath:  Frost 
Wm  Bnllock 
Jereld  Field 
Wm  McLaine 
Benj;  Carpenter 
Henry  Hos 
Abel  Wetherd 
Wm  Ellas 
Richd  Pronty 
David  Cbuich 
Jacob'  Spatilding 
Timothy  Church 
Joseph  Burt 
Joseph  Burt  Junr 
Wm  Bruce 
Shatruh  Bull 
Peter  Pattison 
David  Williams 
Samuel  Clark  junr 
Isaac  Orr 
James  Gary  junr 
Jas  Roberts 
Jas  Woodard 
Seth  KQO\Yla 
Jos;  Lyons 
Ebenezer  Brooks 
Danl  Shepherdson 


Samuel  Alien 
Aquila  Glealand 
Zaihens  Farnswortb 
Asaph  Carpeutei 
Moses  Smith 
David  Weeks 
Jonas  Sheperd 
Samuel  Woodard 
Joseph  Williams 
Robt  Patlison 
Wm  Cooper 
Vm  Gale 
Saml  Clark 
Josiah  Clark 
Benjamin  Baker 
Joseph  Stewart 
Thos  Clark 
Wm  Crells 
Abner  Rica 
Elijah  Clarke 
John  Bolton 
Nathaa  Williams 
Wm  Henderson 
Henry  Hendorsoa 
Jno  HendeiBon 
Samuel  Uornsoa 
Jacob  Shepaid 
Boiijn  Henry 
Saml  Stcwtrt 
William  Scolt 
Nathan  WiUcock 
Hngh  Boltun 
RufiiE  Shtpard 
Ebenezer  Hams 
Francis  Rice 
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Nathan  1  Smith 
David  Joy 
William  Larkin 
Btenezer  Pai'isli 
Simeon  Smith 
George  Ljpos 
Saml  Clarke 
Jonathn  Saflbrd 
Samuel  Brown 
illiBha  I'reth 
Ebenezer  Saliin 
David  Kich 
Wm  Wilson 
Abner  Newton 
Oliver  Harris  junior 
OUiver  Harris 
Wm  Goff 
Job  Camp 
Benoni  Snrtth 
Jo^ab  Scott 
Thomas  Whiting 
James  Cutler 
Herodach  B,  Smith 
Samuel  Brown 
Amos  Whiting 
John  .ShnpErdsoQ 
Saml  Whitaker 
Joel  Cutlar 
Joshnn  Allen 
Wm  Bamsdel 
Wm  Williams 
Slisha  Harding 
John  Grout 
Israel  Curtis 
Henry  Wells 
Saml  Knight 
Benjn  ButterfleW 
Jothan  Biglo 
Gad  Smith 
Josiah  Deakias 
Oliver  Wilson 
Thomas  Serjant! 
Jonathn  Hobbs 
Jfalaclii  Church 
Nathaniel  Brown 
Joseph  Hapados 
Saml  Skinner 
Saml'Minott 
Aaion  Alexander 
Joseph  Perry 
John  Perry 
Mofios  Perry 
Solomon  Perry 
Eobbart  Crook 
Ephraim  Wilooi 
Michael  Lovel 
Oliver  LoveU 
Olicer  Corey 
Fairbank  Moore 
Silvanus  Titus 
Jacob  Hombcck 
TimothT  Ijovell 
EHae  Ollcott 
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Saml  Larrabee 
Saml  Taylor 
Joseph  Woods 
John  Wait 
Wm  Snoive 
Thos  Hubbert 
William  Uhilds 
Jedediah  Woodwarth 
Colhurn  PrestOn 
John  Lovel 
Elijah  Lovel 
Jonath;  White 
Lemuel  White 
Jonathan  Tarhel 
Joseph  Douflsd 
Gorphon  Tuttle 
Joseph  Lord 
Tlios  Cliandler 
Ebenezer  Millar 
George  Earll 
John  Chandler 
Abel  Barney 
Timothy  Olcott 
John  Stone 
ThoB  Stone 
Hezekiah  Hoare 
Cyrus  Whitcomb 
Eben  Holton 
David  Hutchinson 
David  Wood 
Edward  How 
NathinEarU 
David  Brooks 
Joshua  Church 
John  Stone  Junr 
Moses  Wright 
Boah  Porter 
John  Nott 
Thos  Nott 
Daniel  Sauroll 
Jacob  Sadwell 
Simon  Stevens 
Timothy  Spencer 
Noah  Tenlerett 
Pafc  Harrioeau 
Daniel  Gill 
Samue!  Scott 
George  Hail 
Jekiel  Symmona 
Johobat  Mcddoms 
Silaa  .Hamilton 
Francis  Whitniore 
Isaac  Barrett 
Solomon  Phelpa 
Luke  Brown 
Denuis  Lorkling 
Daniel  Kalhan 
Alesr  Kathan 
John  Kathan 
John  Kathan  Junr 
Wm  More 
Ssml  Allen 
Wm  Wiman 


Jonas  Moore 
Moses  Cole 
Joshua  Parker 
Amos  Hail 
Chaa  Kathan 
Noah  Sabin  junr 
Oliver  Wyman 
Andrew  Armea 
Benjn  Willson 
Joseph  Fuller 
Jonathn  Houghton 
James  Corny ng 
Ffanois  Comins 
Jaa  Comins  junr 
Koab  Sabin 
Ephraim  Pierce 
Asa  Ilollget 
Abraham  Easly 
Jonathn  Lodileg 
Aaron  Garvey 
Samuel  Moore 
John  Davis  junr 
John  Morks 
Josi  Phillips 
Saml  Darby 
Joslati  Davis 
Nathan  Davis 
Asa  Davis 
ThoB  Cropot 
David  Davia 
Chipman  Swift 
Eli.iah  Alvord 
Caleb  Alvord 
John  Davis 
Jonathan  Raynes 
Saml  Davis 
Joseph  Griffith 
Elijah  Davis 
Ebenezer  Davis 
Jesse  Griffith 
John  Mayo 
I/innel  Mayo 
Barnabas  Hussel 
Joseph  Jackson 
Isac  McLain 
Daniel  Sargent 
James  Luon 
Matthew  Cusbing 
Noah  Gushing 
.Tohn  Butler 
Elizaphet  Peace 
Leonard  Spalding 
Benjamin  Jenkins 
David  Deing 
John  Morton 
Wm  Bill 

Stephen  McComiell 
Obadiali  Sanders 
Mathew  Miller 
Amos  Davis 
Ephraim  Morton 
Jesse  Mcfarland 
Ebenezer  Morten 
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David  Thomson 
James  Homer 
James  Aiken 
Naithaniet  Martin 
Samuel  Gott 
SatlLaei  Miller 
Jamea  Hitler 
Benoni  Wright 
Eplirium  Martin  Jr 
Wm  Thomson 
David  Kennedy 
John  Bennet 
Fennel  Dsming 
Francis  HitMlng 
Moses  Johnson 
JfcS  Ajidrewa 
Samuel  Kent 
Josiab  Baimg 
Daniel  Whipple 
John  Aleiandei 
Jonas  Knipp 
Jas  King 
IsSiiah  G  lie 
Ithman  Good  enough 
John  Gamp 
Jonathn  Primy 
Saml  Benneit 
Ephra"      ~ 


Elie; 


rGios 


James  Denis 
Davia  Dal  sing 
John  Barney 
Sath  Whiterley 
Joriath  Goodenougli 
Til 03  Sumner 
Jolra  Peter  g 
John  Tajilin 


Thoa  fiutterfleld 
Thoa  Chnmburlain 
Wilbe  BuKerfield 
Rjhtrt  Kennedy 
Eliezcr  Coaly 
Jaiob  Fouler 
Israel  Hali 
Daniel  Hall 
JtLob  Ponler 
Jonathan  Buterfield 
Samuel  Diring 
Fxterhn  Collins 
David  Sleeper 
Hugh  Miller 
John  Sawder 
Saml  McDnffey 
Jpwdnh  Wiods 
Mana>»ah  Bisby 
EbenOEev  Goodenougli 
Dinl  Boyden 
Ebenez  i  Fox 
Ephriim  Whiting 
Thoa  Woole 
Benjn  Djer 
Jon^thoii  Cimrcli 
Titus  Oime 
John  Sareent 
Joseph  Heath 
John  Hatch 
Sam!  Partridge 
John  Wright 
Willm  Dunn 
WiUard  Deane 
Wm  Deane  junr 
Thos  Cntlar 


Wm  McCoy 
Joel  Mathews 
Moses  Evans 
Zeidock  WrigM 
Matthew  Gust 
Joel  Marsll 
El>enezer  Bartlet 
Alesn  Br  in  it 
Henry  Briigg 
Lionel  Udal 
Jacob  Curtch 
Timothy  Sull 
Paul  Spooner 
Benjn  Birch 
Uriah  Morae 
Johu  String 
David  Beaton 
Elisha  Burton 
Koah  Mite 
Hciiekiah  Siloday 
Jaa  Fennock 
Ezekial  Parish 
Isaac  Baldwin 
Adorn  Pennock 
Riclid  Baxter 
Peter  Pennocb 
Johu  Chamberlin 
Elize  Troen 
Benjn  Chamberlin 
Samuel  Wise 
Joslah  Goodrich 
Eliezer  Goodrich 
Benjn  Hatch 
Jacob  Burton 
Elisha  Partridge 
Saml  Partridge  jr 
Wm  Symes 


ORDER  TO  PKOSECUTE  SILAS  KOBINSON. 

[Council  Min.  XXVI.] 

Is  Council  IS'h  December  1770 
His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  a  letter  from  Henry  Tea 
Eyck  Junior  Esq,  Sherif  of  Albany  of  the  S"!  Inst  signifying  that 
in  obedience  to  his  Excellency's  proclamation  of  tlie  1^'  ultimo 
for  apprehending  certain  Rioters  therein  named,  lie  proceeded 
to  Bennington  and  on  the  29""  November  in  company,  with  John 
Mniiro  Esquire,  and  his  Under  Sheilf,  went  to  the  House  of  Silas 
Robinson  one  of  the  Rioters,  and  there  apprehended  him  ;  Tliat 
from  the  advice  of  M^  Munro  and  the  Information  he  received 
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ho  judged  it  -best  to  return  with  his  prisonei'  especially  as-he 
was  reported  to  be  one  of  the  principal  among  tliem ,  rather  than 
risque  bis  being  rescued;  and  that  the  said  Silas  Robinson  is  now 
a  prisoner  in  bis  cnstody,  where  he  sliall  keep  bira  until  he 
receives  bis  Excellency's  farther  Instructions. 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  that  a  copy  of  the  said  Procla- 
mation with  the  Original  Affidavits  touching  the  Itiots  therein 
mentioned,  be  delivered  to  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General  of 
this  Province,  and  tliat  be  do  prosecute  the  said  Silas  Eobinson 
for  the  Matters  with  which  he  so  stands  charged. 


PETITION  OF  CERTAIN  PARTIES  TO  BE  EEANNEXED  TO 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

ro  THE  king's  most  excellekt  majesty. 

In  Council. 
Tlie  Humble  Petition  of  Tour  Majesty's  loyal,  faithful  obedi- 
ent subjects,  whose  only  hope  of  llelief  from  immediate  poverty 
distress  and  ruin,  with  there  helpless  Wives  and  Children, 
depends  entirely  on  your  Majesty's  lenient  and  paternal  Inter- 
position, which  unless  your  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased 
to  vouchsafe,  they  must  suffer  an  inevitable  ruin,  Therefore 
they  Humbly  pray,  to  represent  their  unhappy  state  Hopeing 
your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  lend  an  Ear  while  they 
briefly  relate  some  few  of  the  distressful  circumstances  of  their 
present  situation — That  they  are  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract  of  your 
Majesty's  Land  now  by  your  Majestys  order  within  the  jurisdic- 
fion  of  your  Majesty's  Government  of  New  York  which  at  the 
time  of  the  removal  of  the  line  of  jurisdiction  was  unanimously 
esteemed  to  be  in  your  Majestys  Province  of  New  Hampshire, 
except  only  by  some  Interested  Persons  in  New  York,  who  have 
made  large  Fortunes  out  of  those  Lands  &  whose  pretences  were 
Totally  unknown,  which  said  Tract  is  Situate  between  the  West- 
em  Banlcs  of  Connecticut  River  and  Northline  drawn  at  Twenty 
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miles  Eastern  distance  from  Hudsons  River  'till  it  ifltersccts  the 
Wood  Creek  Lake  Cliamplain  &,o  -pijat  by  virtue  of  Patents 
issued  by  Benning  Wentworth  Esq'  late  Governor  of  your 
Majestys  said  Province  of  New  Hampsliire,  under  the  Seal  there- 
of and  granted  to  your  Petitioners  whose  Names  are  Enter'd  in 
a  SchediUe  annexed  to  eacli  respective  Grant,  and  in  lull  Faith 
of  the  said  Governors  authority  to  grant  the  said  Lands,  They 
have  setled  cultivated  inhabited  &  improved  and  expended  tlieir 
'whole  Fortunes  and  all  their  labour  to  this  day  on  the  premises 
aforesaid,  that  it  having  pleased  your  Majesty  to  remove  the  line 
of  Juiisdiction  between  the  two  provinces  aforesaid  your  Petition- 
ers were  therefore  included  in  the  province  of  New  York,  which 
in  due  rightful  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  Commands  your 
Petitioners  dutifully  and  unexceptionably  obeyd — although  their 
lying  in  the  province  of  New  York  was  &,  is  and  for  ever  will 
and  must  be  higldy  detrimental  &  disagreeable  to  them  botli  in 
their  property  and  good  government,  of  all  which'  they  judged 
your  Majesty  and  ministers  of  State  had  been  egrigiously  mis- 
informed— and  also  that  those  circumstances  had  been  erro- 
neously Represented  to  your  Majesty  that  since  your  Majesty's 
said  order  to  annex  the  said  District  to  New  York  their  pos- 
sessions have  been  unexeeptionably  granted  to  other  people 
under  the  great  Seal  of  New  York — that  writs  of  ejectments 
have  been  brought,  their  property  wrested  from  them,  their 
persons  Imprisoned  and  their  whole  substance  wasted  in 
fruitless  Law  Suits  merely  to  the  enrichment  of  a  few  Men  in 
said  Province  of  New  York,  whose  great  Influence  is  the 
distruction  of  our  hard,  honestly  earned  property,  that  we  were 
greatly  and  industriously  cultivating  the  wilderness,  orderly 
obeying  every  Law,  rejoicing  in  our  safety  and  your  Majestys 
auspicious  government  untiil  by  tliis  invasion  of  our  property  by 
many  w!io  pretended  your  Majesty's  a.uthority  therein,  we  are 
thrown  in  sucli  evident  distress  confusion  and  dangerous  disor- 
der as  would  touch  your  Royal  Breast  with  Compass"  could  our 
inexpressable  Missery  be  Truly  represented  and  that  many  of 
your  petitioner's  were  soldiers  in  your  Majesty's  army  in  the  late 
war  in  North  America  &  were  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  happy 
successes  there  whereby  those  Lands  were  recovered  from  t!ie 
Vol.  it.  43 
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Enemy  tliat  they  liave  in  all  things  and  at  all  Times,  been 
obedient  to  the  Laws  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions,  &  ever 
obeyed  you'  Majestys  Royal  commands — that  our  Fortunes 
Interest  and  Lives  are  wliolly  devoted  to  your  Sacred  Person. 
They  therefore  humbly  prostrate  themselves,  and  pray  that  your 
Majesty  wUl  be  graciously  pleased,  to  preserve  them  from  the 
impending  evills,  by  reaniiexing  them  to  New  Hampshire  to 
which  province  we  are  more  contiguous  for  Government  from 
at  least  Seventy  miles  to  near  Four  through  three  other 

governments  &'  by  confirming  these  possessions  as  held  and 
enjoyed  under  New  Hampshire  and  by  giving  such  other 
relief  as  to  your  Majesty's  seem  adequate  and  meet,  whereby 
your  Petitioners  may  again  Eetum  to  their  labour,  the  wilder- 
ness may  be  cultivated  and  your  Petitioners  again  liejoice  in  the 
Security  of  Lawful  and  good  Government  being  exercised 
amongst  them.  Under  God  we  rely  on  your  Majesty  only  for 
relief:  we  can  have  no  hope  from  your  Majestys  Servants  at 
New  York,  from  whose  operations  our  distresses  have  arisen. 
Your  Majesty's  Servants  of  New  Hampshire  having  Eead  our 
Petition  to  them  for  Relief  declare  their  inability  to  Take  cogni- 
zance thereof  as  the  premises  are  by  your  Majestys  order  in 
Council  commanded  to  be  within  the  province  of  New  York  to 
your  Majesty's  therefore  we  humbly  look  compassionating  our 
distresses.  As  your  Majestys  Petitioners  in  Duty  and  Loyalty 
hound  shall  ever  pray. 

Province  of  New  York  ss.  Willard  Steveks  of  Charlestown 
or  number  four  in  New  Hampshire  Government,  a  person  weli 
known  to  me,  and  worthy  of  Good  Faith  and  Credit  being  by 
me  duly  Sworn  did  depose  and  say  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  Original  petition  delivered  me  and  carried  by  Benja- 
min Whiting  from  Portsmouth  to  this  Country  to  be  signed  in 
favour  of  New  Hampshire  at  Numb''  4. 

Wir.LAHD  Stevens. 
Sworn  before  me  this  37'h  Day  ? 

of  January  1771.  \ 

Simon  Stevens  Jest"  of  Peace 
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SCHEDULE  of  the  names  of  such  of 
minister  as  signed  the  new  Hampsli 
aforegoing  ia  an  autlientiek  Copy, 


Joseijh  Willard 
Jamea  Richardson 
John  Patterson 
BuujaTnin  Burt 
John  Avery 
John  Avaiy  Junior 
Sfimiiel  C.Avery 
Jneepli  Phippney 
Joscpli  St»ddactl 
r  LithaiiBurk 


Bulk, 
BurliL 


J    : 


Lkx  ti   Hiilou  h 
Ti.col)  \bb\ 

Sila   Burk 

The   ! 


William  Heaton 
Zakaviab  Girson 
Jonattian  Qilson 
Joseph  Avwin 
Abfal  Gooddale 
Caleb  Siieocer 
Wiiliam  Hill 
Gidiott  Bi^er 
Tbomas  Davis 
.Tlionvas  Davis  jnnr 
Charles  Crook 
Levy  Androes 
Bri'l^dB  Medca,If 
Chai-les  Holding 
Simeon  Burk 


the  Inliabitaiits  of  West- 
ire  Petition  of  which  tlie 


Wright 

Dickinson 
Medad  Wright 
Joel  Holton 
Samael  Cone 
Ass  Avevel 
Isaac  Patterson 
Benjamin  Patterson 
Miciiael  Metcalf 
Bildad  Andros  Eaqt 
Amas  Carpenter 

Carpenter 
Timothy  Catpenter 
Jidiah  Prior 
Andrew  Crook 
Abel  Carpenter 

Webb 
John  Gould 


S3  of  sach  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Roclringham  who 
subscribed  the  Tfew  Hampshire  Petition 


David  Puleifer 
Coriielioua  Dovfee 
Ephram  Wheelor 
Peter  Bellows 


Kichardao 
Samuel  C  Bur 
Jonathan  Bur 
Nathaniel  Bur 


Katlianjol  Davia 
Ezra  Ttirner 
Jeremiah  Allen 
Timothy  Clark 


LORD  DUNMORK  TO  LOUD  HILLSBOROUGH. 

[  Lona.  Dm.  XLIIf.  1 

New  York,  March  9«>,  1771. 
Extract. 

The  troubled  state  of  the  North  Eastern  parts  of  this  Province 
seems  to  deserve  your  Lordships  immediate  attention.  I  speak 
of  that  large  District  between  Hudsons  river  and  the  Lakes 
George  and  Champlain  on  the  West  and  Connecticut  River  on 
the  East ;  and  between  the  North  line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
and  the  45""  degree  of  Latitude,  assigned  for  the  partition 
between  this  and  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

This  is  a  fine  country,  capable  of  great  cultivation,  and  of 
subsisting  many  tliougands  of  useful  subjects;  but  before  the 
Conquest  of  Canada  was  so  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the 
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French,  and  the  Savages  in  their  Interest,  that  very  few  settle- 
ments were  made  in  it,  except  in  that  quai'ter  nearest  to  Hud- 
sons  -Eiver 

It  is  clearly  witliin  the  limits  of  this  Province  ;  as  granted  by 
King  Charles  the  Second  to  James  Duke  of  York ;  and  accord- 
ingly His  present  Majesty  in  tlie  year  1764,  was  pleased'  to 
declare  the  Western  Bank  of  Connecticut  Eiver  to  be  the  parti- 
tion boundary  between  New  York  and  New  Hampshire. 

I  wish  I  could  say,  My  Lord,  that  the  Royal  Decision  had 
been  followed  with  tliat  chearful!  submission  which  was  due  to 
so  express  and  authoritative  an  intimation  of  the  King's  pleasure. 
I  am  oblidged  on  the  contrary,  to  complain  that  there  seems  to 
be  too  much  reason  to  believe,  that  the  disorders  in  Uiat  Country 
owe  their  origin  and  progress  to  tlie  intrigues  of  persons  in 
power  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  with  aims  of  inhan- 
cing  their  private  fortunes,  out  of  the  Crown  Lands ;  and  the 
vain  hope  that  His  Majesty  may  be  moved  to  annex  tliis  territory 
to  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  under  which  their  Grants 
were  obtained. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  design  some  of  the  Inhabitants  liave 
lately  been  excited  to  open  acts  of  Violence,  as  well  as  an  imme- 
diate application  by  petition  to  the  Throne.  Upon  procuring  a 
copy  of  this  Petition  I  referred  it  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
his  Report ;  and  as  bis  Representations  appear  greatly  to  concern 
his  Majesty's  Interest  and  to  be  supported  by  Proofs,  of  wliich 
the  King  ought  not  to  be  uninformed,  I  now  transmit  them  to 
your  Lordship  for  the  Royal  Consideration. 

I  must  at  tlie  same  time  apprize  your  Lordship  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  settlers  ai-e  not  only  disposed  to  a  peaceable 
submission  to  tlie  decision  of  1764,  but  very  averse  to  the  change 
projected  in  New  Hampsliire,  as  will  appear  by  their  Counter 
petition  communicaied  to  me,  to  be  transmitted  in  their  favor. 

Nor  can  I  omit  mentioning  that  it  is  in  this  District  that  many 
of  the  reduced  oificers  and  soldiers  have  made  their  locations  of 
the  bounty  pledged  to  them  by  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  the 
•V*  Oct'  1763.  Besides  this  I  find  tliat  others  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects  have  obtained  Patents  for  many  thousands  of  acres, 
under  the  great  seal  of  this  Province,  wliich  will  be  all  frustrated 
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upon  detaching  this  Country  from  the  Province  of  New  York 
and  greatly  increase  the  general  confusion. 

Your  Lordship  will  doubtless  perceive  that  untill  the  order 
transmitted  to  Sir  Henry  Moore  prohibiting  grants  to  be  made 
of  lands  before  patented,  tinder  New  Hampshire,  is  rescinded 
there  can  be  no  established  tranquility  in  that  q^uarter  of  this 
Province,  since  it  is  Natural  to  suppose,  that  the  discontented 
settlers  {countenanced  as  they  are  by  New  Hampshire)  will 
flatter  themselves  with  hopes  of  favour,  and  make  rapid  acces- 
sions to  their  Number  from  the  profligate  Banditti  of  the  other 
Colonies,  who  look  for  safety  where  Government  is  weak  and 
disturbed. 

I  have  only  to  add,  my  Lord,  that  from  all  the  information  I 
have  been  abje  to  obtain,  nothing  more  seems  to  me  to  be  requi- 
site for  restoring  peace  than  a  Revocation  of  a  late  Order,  by 
which  the  Grants  of  this  Province  were  suspended.  The 
inhabitants  now  amount  to  between. six  and  seven  hundred 
families,  of  which  number  450  odd  have  signed  a  Petition  to  me, 
which  I  have  by  this  Packet  transmitted  to  your  Lordship,  pray- 
ing to  be, continued  in  this  Government ;  there  is  another  Petition, 
as  I  understand,  sent  home  by  Governor  Wentworth,  signed  by 
about  200,  praying  to  be  under  the  Government  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  but  how  these  names  were  obtained  your  Lordship  will 
easily  be  able  to  conceive  if  you  take  the  trouble  of  looking  into 
the  different  papers  I  have  sent  by  this  Packet  ;  but  surely  tis 
more  natural,  even  supposing  that  the  New  Hampshire  Claim 
was  preferable  to  tliat  of  New  York,  to  have  a  River  such  as 
Connecticut  for  the  boundary  :  Add  to  this,  tliat  the  Income  of 
Government  would  be  considerably  increased  annually  be 
receiving  half  a  Crown  Quit-Rent,  instead  of  nine  pence,  per  100 
acres,  for  so  large  a  tract  of  Land  as  was  disputed.  I  am,  My 
Lord, 

Your  Lordships  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

DONMORE. 

P.  S.  I  have  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  the  death  of  Joseph 
Reade  Esq',  one  of  his  Majesty's  Council  in  this  Province.  I 
also  inclose  to  your  Lordship  tliree  affidavits  whicli  I  have 
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lately  received;  wliicli  confirm  our  belief  tliat  the  disorders  above 
menfioned  are  promoted  by  people  of  the  greatest  power  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire. 


SURVEYOK-GEiNERAL'S  CERTIFICATE 


I  AxEXANDER  CoLDEK  Esq ;  Survejof  General  of  Lands  for 
the  Province  of  JVew  York ;  do  hereby  certify,  to  all  whom  it  may 
concern,  that  on  or  about  the  twenty  second  Day  of  May,  One 
■Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  sixty  iive,  I  received  an  attested 
Copy  of  an  Order  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  said 
Province,  made  in  his  Majesty's  Council  for  the  said  Province, 
on  the  said  twenty  second  Day  of  May,  dkecting  me,  untU 
further  order,  not  to  make  Return  of  any  warrant  of  Survey, 
then  already,  or  which  might  thereafter  come  to  my  Hands,  of 
any  Lands  actually  settled  by  Persoiis  under  the  Grants  of  the 
Governmeatof  JVew Hampshire  Westward  ofConnecHcnt  River  and 
Eastward  of  Hudson^s  River,  unless  for  the  Persons  in  actual 
Possession  thereof :  That  I  thereupon  forthwith  gave  Instructiona 
to  my  several  Deputies  to  survey  and  make  return  tome  of  all  such 
Lands  so  possessed,  as  might  be  included  within  the  Bounds  of 
any  Tract  they  had  or  should  receive  .Warrants  to  Survey: 
That  my  Deputie3  did  accordingly  survey  and  make  return  to 
me  of  sevei'al  Tracts  so  actually  possessed  as  aforesaid,  which 
in  pursuance  of  the  above  mentioned  Order  in  Council,  were 
reserved,  in  order  to  be  granted  to  the  Possessors:  That  several 
Persons  being  so  possessed,  did  refuse  to  permit  my  Deputies  to 
survey  the  Lands  they  had  improved ;  some  of  which  Lands, 
as  they  could  not  be  returned  to  me,  may  have  been  granted  to 
other  Persons  tlian  those  in  actual  Possession  under  the  Grants 
of  JVew  }hrn.pshire :  But  that  of  such  Grants  there  are  few 
Instances,  Reservations  having  in  almost  every  Grant  been  made 
for  the  settlers,  even  when  they  refused  to  discover  their  actual 
Possessions ;  and  that  in  al!  other  Cases  of  Lands  so  possessed 
83  aforesaid,  the  Regulation  established  by  the  above  mentioned 
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Order  in  Council  hath  been  hitherto  strictly  and  duly  observed  : 
And  I  do  farther  certify,  that  1  liave  not  made  any  Return  of  the 
Sarvey  of  any  Lands  known  to  be  lield  under  any  Grant  of  the 
Government  of  JVeui  Hampshire,  Eastward  of  the  Ridge  of  Moun- 
tains commonly  called  or  known  by  the  Nam-e  of  the  Green 
Mouniains  in  order  to  be  granted,  unless  for  the  Grantees  or 
Persons  holding  or  claiming  under  the  Grants  of  JVewi  Hampshire, 
except  eight  Tracts  of  Land,  containing  five  hundred  Acres 
each,  allotted  by  the  late  Governor  Weiitworlh  for  himself,  four 
of  wliich  Tracts  were  surveyed  for  Lieutenant  Thomas  Elhetdng- 
im,  and  the  other  foqr  of  which  Tracts  were  surveyed  for 
Lieutenant  William  Leslie,  reduced  Officers,  who  had  both 
served  in  JN'orth  America  during  the  late  War.  Given  under 
my  Hand,  this  fourth  i)ay  of  March,  One  Thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  seventy-one. 

Ai-EXANoea  Golden,  Stiroeyor-General. 


PUBLIC  DISOI!.DERS  FOMENTED  BY  N.  HAMPSHIRE. 

W.  City  of  New  York  ss — ^Ebenezer  Cole  Aged  Fifty  nine, 
being  duly  sworn  maketh  oatli.  That  between  Seven  and  Eight 
years  ago  he  purchased  some  Rights  in  a  Tract  of  Land  called 
Sliaftsbury,  under  a  Grant  thereof  by  the  late  Governor  of  New 
Hampsliire— That  lie  settled  thereon  sii  years  ago  last  spring, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  who  settled  in  Sliaftsbury  under  the 
Grant  atbresaid  That  between  tliis  Deponents  Purchasing  and 
Settlement  above  mentioned.  Governor  Golden  issued  his  Procla- 
mation of  the  28*''  Deer  1763,  which  was  soon  publickly  loiown 
in  that  part  of  the  Country. 

p.  That  he  lias  resided  there  ever  since,  and  well  remembers 
tliat  Gov  ■■  Goldeii  and  the  late  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  noti- 
fied by  Proclamation  the  Kings  Determination  of  the  Boundary 
between  llie  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  both 
of  which  Proclamations  were  publickly  known  in  that  Part  of 
the  Country. 

C.  That  the  Time  this  Deponent  settled  there  as  afs^  there 
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were  but  hvo  Persons  settled  to  the  Nortliward  of  liim,  or  any 
(iiaiits  of  New  Hampshire  to  the  Westward  of  the  Green  Houn- 
taiiis,  tho'  this  Deponents  House  lays  within  thirteen  miles  of 
the  North  Bounds  of  the  Massachusets  Bay.  TJiat  at  tlie  Time 
of  the  notification  as  aforesaid  of  his  Majestys  Detei'mination, 
this  Deponent  believes  there  might  be  about  Twenty  five  Persons 
settled  to  the  northward  of  Sliaftsb'ury  and  not  more,  and  about 
as  many  in  Shaftsbury,  all  but  one  of  whom  tliis  Deponent 
believes  were  Purchasers,  and  not  original  Grantees. 

I>.  That  by  far  the  greater  Part  of  the  Settlers  at  this  Day 
which  this  Deponent  believes  are  at  least  Five  to  One  to  the 
number  of  Settlers  at  that  Time,  are  purchasers  since  the  notifi- 
cation of  the  Determination  of  the  Boundarj'  at  very  small  Rates, 
and  who  have  seated  themselves  there  under  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants  knowing  the  claim  of  this  Province,,  and  his  Majes- 
ty's Determination  aforesaid,  a  considerable  number  of  whom 
have  purchased  on  condition  never  to  pay  the  Purchase  Money 
except  the  New  Hampshire  Title  is  made  good  this  Deponent 
having  been  witness  to  some  of  those  Contracts  himself.  And 
that  many  of  them  have  settled  witiiin  the  ancient  Grants  of  the 
Province  of  New  York,  well  knowing  at  the  Time  they  were 
within  the  said  ancient  Grants,  and  against  advice  gi^'en  them 
to  the  Contrary  by  this  Deponent  and  others.  And  this  Depo- 
nent saith  that  he  doth  not  know  that  any  one  Person  is  settled 
on  the  Lands  granted  to  him  by  Governor  Wentworth. 

E.  That  witliui  a  Short  Time  after  tlie  notification  of  the 
Royal  Determination  as  qfs^  the  Inhabitants  in  general  of  that 
Part  of  the  County  claiming  under  New  Hampshire  concluded 
to  keep  up  and  maintain  the  Privileges  mentioned  in  their  Grants 
from  New  Hampshire,  and  not  to  submit  to  any  Laws  Customs 
OP  usages  of  the  Government  of  New  York  imagining  tliis  would 
strengthen  their'  Pretensions,  which  they  maintained  among 
otlier  Things  by  Declarmg  that  tlie  Kings  order  of  Council  of 
20  July  1764  was  not  of  sufficient  Authority.  And  accordingly 
they  chose  select  men  for  the  Townships  held  frequent  Town 
Meetings' pursuant  to  their  Charters,  and  made  tlie  Laws  of  New 
Hampshire  the  Rules  of  their  Conduct,  which  in  general  they 
have  persisted  in  ever  since.. 
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F.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  he  well  remembers 
to  have  heard'  several  Persons  settlers  in  that  Part  of  the  Country 
aforesaid  under  Grants  of  New  Hampshire  declare  that  they  had 
tied  up  and  publickly  whipped  one  Moore  who  iras  sent  by  the 
Proprietors  of  Prince  Town  patent  to  settle  thereon  under,  the 
New  York  Title,  and  according  to  the  best  of  his  Remerabranee 
they  at  the  same  Time  threatned  to  serve  every  Person  in  the 
like  manner  who  should  come  there  on  the  like  Errand. 

G.  That  he  has  always  understood  and  is  satisfied  that  it  is  true, 
that  the  Proprietoi-s  under  New  York,  have  always  been  dis- 
posed'to  treat  the  Settlers  on  their  Lands  under  New  Hampshire, 
with  Tenderness,  and  to  give  them  better  Terms  than  to  other 
Persons,  which  Tenderness  and  Forbearance  has  been  Constantly 
construed  by  the  settlers,  to  arise  solely  from  the  Proprietors 
under  New  York  doubting  the  validity  of  their  own  Title,  and 
has  constantly  increased  the  spirit  of  oppositien  in  the  settlers 
under  New  Hampshire,  who  took  up  the  opinion  that  the  New 
York  Proprietors  wete  afraid  td  bring  actions  against  them. 

H.  That  this  Deponents  Purchases  under  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  have  been  saved  to  them  by  the  Governmt  of  New  York, 
in  consequence  of  an  order  of  the  Governor  &  Council  of  the 
SSJ  May  1*765,  a  Copy  of  which  this  Deponent  in  the  Summer 
of  that  year  carried  up  into  that  Country  together  with  orders 
frOm  the  Surveyor  General  to  Jiis  Deputy  Archibald  Campbell 
not  to  survey  the  Possessions  of  all  tlie  settlers  under  New  Hamp- 
shire witliin  any  Warrant  of  Survey  that  he  had  already  received, 
or  should  thereafter  come  to  his  Hands  which  order  of  the 
Council  this  Deponent  made  public  among  tliose  Inliabitants, 
and  endeavored  to  persuade  them  to  accept  the  Benefits  intended 
thena  tJiereby,  But  that  in  general  they  refused.  That  the  siad 
Archibald  Campbell  was  then  making  Surveys  in  that  Part  of 
the  Country  and  offered  to  several  Persons  in  the  Deponents 
Presence  to  survey  Iheir  Possessions  and  divers  otliers  have 
confessed  to  the  Deponent,  that  the  said  Campbell  had  made  the 
said-offers  to  them,bat  all  of  them  exceptthisDeponentand  about 
a  Dozen  Persons  more  reiused  to  shew  their  Boundaries,  or  take 
any  notice  of  it  declaring  they  would  not  consent  to  pay  the 
Quit  Reirt  reserved  by  the  New  York  Grants,  nor  put  them- 
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selves  to  any  fuvtlier  clmrge  about  the  Title,  among  tlic  Persona 
60  refusing  was  Isaiah  Carjienterj  against  whom  a  Recovery  lijia 
been  lately  obtained  in  Ejectmentj  wherein  Major  Small  a 
Induced  officer  was  Lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  in  whose  Giant  the 
Possessions  of  the  said  Cai-penter  wag  situate. 

I.  That  this  Deponent  remembers  that  about  a  year  ago  nine 
l^ectments  were  brought  under  New  York  for  Lauds  to  the 
Westward  of  the  Green  Mountains,  one  of  them  against  the  ^d 
Isaiah  Carpenter,  another  against  Justin  Olin,  who  had  setfled  on 
Major  Smalls  said  Grant,  knowing  it  was  granted  to  Major 
Small  having  purchased  under  New  Hampslure  since  the  passing 
of  the  Majors  Grant,  and  upon  Condition  not  to  pay  his 
Purchase  Money  unless  his  Title  was  secured  to  him  under  New 
Hampshire.  Another  against  James  Brealienridge,  who  had 
settled  on  Wallumschack  Patent,  Four  against  Persons  in  Prince 
Town.  And  two  against  some  Persons  on  a  Grant  of  this  Pro- 
vince of  "New  York  to  the  Rev^  Michael  Slaughter  a  reduced  Regi- 
mental Chaplain.  That  thereupon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Part 
of  tlie  Country  in  general  declared  these  suits  were  only  brought 
to  frighten  them,  and  that  they  never  would  be  tried. 

K.  That  this  Deponent  attended  the  Circuit  Court  held  last 
June  in  the  City  of  Albany,  when  four  of  these  Ejectihents  were 
tried,  viz'  those  agt  James  3reakenridge  Samuel  Rose  one  of  the 
prince  Town  Defi»  Isaiah  Carpenter,  Josiah  Fuller  one  of  tlie 
Inhabitants  on  the  Grant  to  Rev^  M*  Slaughter — that  Breaken- 
ridge  made  no  Defence,  his  Possession  being  within  Twenty 
miles  from  Hudsons  River,  against  the  other  three  Verdicts  were 
found  hy  Special  Juries,  on  Trials  that  appeared  wliolly  fair  to 
this  Deponent,  and  to  some  of  the  leading  Persons  interested 
under  New  Hampshire,  and  particulai'ly  to  one  Bliss  Willoughby, 
who  acted  there  as  Trustee  for  the  New  Hampshire  Claimants, — 
And  this  Deponent  well  remembers  that  after  the  said  Trials 
some  of  the  Defend*'  and  many  other  of  the  leading  People  under 
the  Claim  of  New  Hampsliire,  went  to  some  of  the  Proprietors 
under  New  York,  then  in  .Albany,  owned  their  Title  to  be  good 
confessed  their  moderation,  and  declared  they  could  only  blame 
the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  for  granting  their  lands,  and 
thejuselves  for  contending  against  the  New  York  Proprietors, 
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L. '  That  many  of  tlie  Claimants  under  New  Hampshire  in 
consequence  of  these  Trials  proposed  settling  their  Dispute  with 
the  New  York  Proprietors;  but  the  writs  of  Possession  being 
delayed,  they  in  general  changed  llieir  minds,  and  declared  the 
New  York  Proprietors  dared  not  to  serve  them — and  from  the 
common  and  public  Conversation  of  those  Inhabitants  it  was 
inamfest  to  this  Deponent  that  they  had  confederated  to  sup- 
port each  other  by  Force  of  Arms. 

M-  That  about  the  Beginning  of  January  last  the  Sheriff  of 
Albany  as  this  Deponent  hath  understood  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  verily  believes,  came  to  execute  writs  of  Possession  for  the 
Farms  recovered  in  the  said  Ejectments,  and  tliat  he  was  resisted 
by  a  number  of  armed  men,  who  by  Force  prevented  entirely 
his  serv-ing  his  writs  on  the  Possessions  of  Breakenridge  and 
Puller,  and  that  lie  returned  to  Albany  without  executing  them — 
and  that  this  Deponent  has  in  like  manner  been  informed  and' 
believes  that  tlie  .next  day  thereafter  the  Sheriffs  Deputy  exe- 
cuted the  processes  on  the  Farm  of  Samuel  Rose  and  Isaiah 
Carpenter  hut  not  without  a  violent  Re"sistance  by  a  number  of 
armed  Men. 

JV.  And  this  Deponent  saith  that  he  has  never  heard  of  any 
other  Ejectments  being  brought  for  any  Lands  to  the  Westward  of 
tlie  Green  Mountains  under  New  Hampshire,  except  one  ag'one 
Colvin,  which  was  served,  but  not  further  prosecuted. 

0.  That  the  Deponent  is  acquainted  in  general  with  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Lands  formerly  claimed  by  New  Hampshire 
on  the  West  side  of  the  Green  Mountains  from  the  Line  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  most  Northern  Settlements  and  knows 
not  of  one  Person  among  them  who  served  in  his  Majestys 
Regular  Forces  at  any  Time  whatsoever,  and  ihat  very  few  of 
them  ever  served  in  any  of  the  provincial  Forces. 

P.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  soon  after  the  present 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire  arrived,  in  tliat  Government  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Lands  granted  under  New  Hampshire  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Deponent,  were  animated  with  Hopes 
that  the.  Royal  order  of  23"'  July  1764  might  be  rescinded— That 
messengers  frequently  from  his  arrival  as  aforesaid  hitherto 
have  been  sent  by  them  to  Portsmouth  to  him,  and  always 
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returned  with  Encouragements  to  the  People,  that  he  would  soon 
get  them  annexed  to  New  Hampshire,  and  this  Deponent  is 
well  assured  that  if  they  had  not  received  Encouragements  from 
the  s''  Governor  Wentworth,  they  would  in  general  long  since 
have  submitted  to  the  Laws  and  Jurisdiction  of  the  Province  of 
New  York,  and  the  Disputes  concerning  Titles  have  been  at  an 
End — That  something  above  a  year  ago  a  Petition  was  carried 
about  for  subscription,  in  the  Inlmbited  Parts  of  the  Country 
witliia  this  Province  formerly  claimed  by  New  Hainpshirej 
adtiressed  to  the  present  Governor  of  that  Province,  requesting 
his  assistance  m  dbtaining  the  annexing  that  Country  to  New 
Hampshire  wliieh  measure  was  commonly  understood  by  the  said 
Inhabitants  in  the  Deponenfs  neighbourhood,  to  have  been 
undertaken  by  the  Instigation  of  Governor  Wentworth  and  to 
have  been  drawn  at  Portsmouth  and  approved  of  by  Mm  before 
it  circulated  for  subscription  as  aforesaid  of  wliich  besides  the 
common  Report  abovementioned  this  Deponent  has  been  informed 
by  Samuel  Robinson  who  was  with  Governor  Wentworth  at 
Portsmouth  on  that  occasion,  as  he  informed  this  Deponent,  and 
which  tlie  Deponent  believes  to  be  true. 

Q.  That  this  last  Fall  another  Petition  addressed  to  his 
majesty  has  been  cafryed  about  in  the  Deponents  neighbour- 
hood as  lie  understands  and  believes,  which  is  generally  reported 
there  to  liave  been  done  by  the  advice  of  Governor  Wentworth. 

if.  And  this  Deponent  fui'ther  saitli  that  at  the  time  of  the 
notification  as  abovementioned  of  his  Majestys  Determination 
of  the  said  Boundary,  the  two  Southermost  Townships  were 
more  cultivated  than  any  other  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants 
to  the  Westward  of  the  Green  Mountains,  and  even  with  respect 
to  those  the  Cultivation  was  exceeding  small,  tliat  the  lour 
Townslilps  to  tlie  Northward  of  those  last  mentioned,  Iiad 
hardly  any  Inhabitants  and  the  clearing  any  Part  of  tliem  for 
Cultivation  was  but  scarcely  begun,  that  the  Towns  still  to  the 
Northward  had  no  Inhal^itanls,  and  that  at  tiiat  Time  the  Lands 
aforesaid  to  the  Westward  of  the  Green  Mountains  not  one  part 
in  Two  Thousand  had  had  any  Labor  bestowed  on  them  and 
that  at  this  Day  the  Improvement  &  Cultivation  on  the  whole 
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of  tlie  said  Tract,  is  in  comparison  with  its  magnitude  very' 
inconsiderable. 

Eeenezeil  Cole. 
Sworn  tins  37'''  Pay  of  February  ) 
1771     Before  me.  \ 

Dan:  Hohsmakdek. 


J.  City  of  New  Yovk  ss.  John  Munroe  of  Fowlis.in  the 
County  of  Albauyj  Esquire,  one  of  his  Majestys  Justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  said  County  being  duly  sworn  maketh  Oath,  that 
he  lives  on  the  East  side  of  Hudsons  Biver  about  seventeen  miles 
Distant  from  the  said  River,  as  the  Surveyor  employed  by  him 
lately,  to  measure  the  Distance  to  that  River  informed  him  that 
he  began  to  build  there  near  four  years  ago,  and  has  resided 
there  near  three  years.  That  tlie  Deponents  House  stands  within 
the  Bounds  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Shaftsbury  said  to  liave 
been  granted  by  the  late  Governor  of  New  Hampshire, 

B.  That  this  Deponent  is  well  acquainted  with  the  Country 
thereabouts,  and  verily  believes  that  since  he  has  lived  there, 
the  number  of  Settlers  under  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  to  the 
Northward  of  this  Deponents  Habitation  have  increased  at  least 
tliree  fold — And  from  tlie  General  Accounts  he  has  received  in 
that  neighbourhood  he  is  well  satisfied  that  since  the  Notification 
of  his  Majesty's  order  in  Council  of  20  July  1764  those  settlers 
have  increased  at  least  five  Fold,  and  that  they  are  from  all  the 
Information  he  has  received  Purchasers  for  very  small  Conside- 
rations and  not  patentees  and  that  many  of  them  have  purchased 
the  New  Hampshire  Titles  to  Lands  which  at  the  Time  of  the 
Purchases  they  knew  had  been  granted  by  the  Government  of 
New  York,  and  particularly  that  such  Purchases  have  been  made 
by  about  Ten  Persons  in  a  Grant  made  by  the  said  Government 
of  New  York  to  Duncan  M=Vicai'  a  reduced  officer  by  virtue  of 
his  Majestys  Proclamation  of  the  7"'  October  1763,  who  have 
seated  themselves  in  the  said  Lands  and  still  hold  Possession 
under  the  New  Hampshire  Grant. 

C.  That  ever  since  tliis  Deponent  has  lived  in  tliat  Country 
many  of  the  Inhabitants  have  showed  a  Disposition  of  not  obey- 
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ing  the  Laws  of  New  Tori  or  submitting  to  its  Jurisdiction  and 
that  ill  general  tliey  have  regulated  tliemselves  by  the  Laws  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  tlie  Charters  granted  by  the  late  Governor 
Wentworth,  in  order  as  this  Deponent  hath  always  understood, 
the  more  easy  to  bring  about  the  annexing  that  Country  to  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  Confirmation  of  the  Grants  of  that  Govern- 
ment, That  they  accordingly  have  chosen  select  men  &.  other 
officers,  &.  held  Town  meetings  pursuant  Jo  the  said  charters, 

D.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  he  was  present  at 
the  Riot  and  Opposition  made  on  the  19  of  October  1769  to  the 
Commissioners  and  Surveyor  in  the  Partition  of  Part  of  Wallum- 
sehack  Patent,  That  he  has  perused  the  several  Depositions  of 
Tliomas  Hun  John  R  Bleecker  and  Peter  Lansingh  the  Comip-is- 
sioiiers,  containing  an  account  of  that  obstruction  and  that  the 
Facts  therein  mentioned  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Riotous 
Behavior  on  that  Day  is  true.  That  this  Deponent  is  the  Magis- 
trate mentioned  in  these  affidavits  That  this  Deponent  read  to 
the  Rioters,  the  Riot  Act,  and  commanded  tliem  in  his  majesty's 
name  to  disperse,  but  aeither  that  nor  his  Persuasions  to  them 
had  any  Effect,  until  they  had  obliged  the  Commissioners  to 
desist. 

E.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  in  the  winter  of  the 
yeai  1770,  by  Virtue  of  a  Law  of  this  Province  he  issued  as  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  peace  tor  the  County  of  Albany, 
on  the  application  of  two  of  his  Majestys  Subjects  Process  against 
four  Persons,  all  of  whom  this  Deponent  understands  live  on 
the  Patent  of  Wallumschack,  and  claim  Lands  there  under  one 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  That  the  Constable  who  had  the 
Chai'ge  of  serving  these  Processes  made  Return  to  this  Deponent 
in  writing  which  he  and  one  other  Person  made  Oath  before  the 
Deponent  and  a  third  Person  who  was  a  Quaker  affirmed  the 
same  that  a  great  Number  of  Persons  settlers  thereabouts  under 
the  Grants  of  New  Hampsliire  having  their  Faces  blacked,  and 
otlierwise  being  disguised  assaulted  him  in  the  Evening  and 
rescued  from  him  Moses  Robinson  whom  he  had  arrested  by 
virtue  of  one  of  the  said  Precepts,  and  afterwards  while  he  was 
the  same  Evening  in  pui-suit  of  the  Person  rescued  assaulted  him 

.  again  in  the  Highway,  that  he  in  his  Majesty's  Name  commanded 
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them  to  disperse  and  sarreiidiir  up  his  Prisoner,  telling  tiiem 
tlifey  were  acting  against  Law  that  tliereupon  they  damned  the 
Laws  of  New  Yorlc,  and  said  they  had  better  Laws  of  their  owH, 
aad  finally  obliged  the  said  Constable  and  his  assistants  to  fly 
for  their  Lives. 

F.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  since  the  obstruc- 
tion given  to  the  Commissioners  as  abovementioned  the  universal 
Report  in  that  Country  hath  been,  that  the  Claimants,  under 
New  Hampshire,  thereabouts,  had  in  general  confederated  to 
resist  by  Force  of  Arms,  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  of  New 
York  which  might  affect  their  Claims  under  New  Hampshire 
and  to  oppose  in  like  maimer  the  apprehending  of  any  of  them 
for  any  offences  relative  thereto. 

G.  Aud  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  on  the  Twenty  ninth 
Day  of  November  last  to  this  Deponents  best  Remembrance  Henry 
Ten  Eyck  Esijr  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Albany  came  to 
tliis  Deponents  House  with '  a  proclamation  of  his  Excellency 
Lord  Dunmore  of  the  1^*  Nov''  last,  by  which  the  said  Sheriff 
was  cotamanded  to  apprehend  Silas  Eobinsou  and  others  for  a 
second  Riot  and  obstruetion  to  the  Partition  of  Wallumshack 
that  the  said  Shefiff  desired  this  Deponent  as  a  magistrate  to 
attend  on  that  service,  the  Sheriff  apprehending  violent  Resist- 
ance, that  this  Deponent  went  with  him  keeping  the  woods  as 
much  as  possible  to  prevent  being  discovered  to  the  House  of 
Ebenezer  Cole,  in  whom  this  Deponent  placed  Confidence,  that 
the  said  Cole  and  his  son  informed  them  that  the  People  of  Ben- 
nington expected  the  Sherjff,  and  were  Under  arms,  as  they  had 
been  informed  by  many  People  passing  the  Road,  and  one  of 
them  advised  this  Deponent  not  to  go.  That  neverjheless  this 
Deponent  the  said  Sheriff  and  his  Deputy  went  to  the  Northern 
Bounds  of  Bennington  where  the  said  Silas  Robinson  dwelt,  and 
apprehended  him  at  his  own  Door,  and  immediately  by  the 
advice  of  the  Deponent  to  prevent  a  Rescue,  immediately  pro- 
ceeded back  for  the  City  of  Albany,  by  the  same  road  they  had 
come,  Cho'  the  nearest  Road  lay,  thro  Bennington,  which  they 
thought  it  not  prudent  to  follow,  understanding  the  Rioters  were 
assembled  about  the  House  of  one  Stephen  Fay  in  the  Town. — 
"that  the  same  Evening  they  lodged  with  their  prisoner  at  the 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


bSH  CONTROVEBSY   RESPECTING   THE 

House  of  Captain  Comelius  Van  Ness  at  Sanclioick  That  towards 
morning  the  House  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of  armed  men 
about  Forty  as  tUis  Deponent  lias  been  Informed— That  this 
Deponent  asked  tiiem  what  they  wanted  and  was  answered  they 
demanded  Silas  Robinson  forthwith  and  that  they  wonid  have 
him. — Tliat  the  Persons  in  the.  House  prepared  for  Defence,  and 
this  Deponent  sent  a  Lad  whom  he  put  out  of  the  window 
secretly,  to  call  the  neighbours  to  their  assistance,  this  being  an 
old  settlement  Tliat  this  Deponent  told  the  Rioters  that  if  they 
wished  themselves  well,  they  had  better  go  off,  Tliat  neverthe- 
less they  remained  til  Dawn  of  Day,  this  Deponent  expecting 
every  minute  that  they  would  force  the  House.  At  Length  as 
Day  approached  they  went  off  discharging  their  arms,  and  soon 
after  tlie  Sheriff  proceeded  with  his  Prisoner,  this  D^onent 
having  procured  him  a  pai-ty  to  escort  him  until  he  was  out  of 
Danger. 

if.  And  this  Deponent  fui-ther  saith,  tliat  he  remembers  nine 
Ejectments  were  brought  by  the  Proprietors  under  Neiv  York 
against  the  settlers  under  New  Hampshire— ^against  Samuel  Rose 
and  three  others  in  Prince  Town — Isaiah  Carpenter  and  Justin 
Ollin  on  a  Tract  Granted  in  New  York  to  Major  Small  a  reduced 
officer,  James  Breakenridge  in  Wallumschack  Patent,  and  against 
two  other  Persons  on  a  Tract  of  Land  granted  to  Rev*'  Michael 
Slaughter  a  Reduced  Regimental  Chaplain.  That  soon  after  this 
Deponent  heard  frequent  accounts  tliat  the  claimants  under  New 
Hampshire,  declared  the  New  York  Proprietors  would  never 
bring  them  to  Trial — and  that  they  were  only  brought  to  frighten 
them  into  an  agreement;  but  that  they  were  determined  to  make 
no  Terms  with  the  New  York  Proprietors. 

/.  Tliat  this  Deponent  attended  the  Circuit  Court  last  Sum- 
mer at  Albany,  where  four  of  these  causes  were  tried.  That 
Breakenridge  .made  no  Defence^  and  that  on  the  three  other 
verdicts  were  found  by  Special  Juries  for  the  Plaintiffs.  That 
these  verdicts  were  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  Country, 
as  well  as  to  many  of  the  leading  men  among  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Claimants — this  Deponent  iiaving  heard  Bliss  Willoughby 
who  was  their  Agent  for  Shaftsbury  and  many  others  own  the 
Invalidity  of  their  own   Claim    under    New  Hampshire,  and 
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acknowledge  they  did  not  suspect  tlie  New  York  claims  was 
80  good. 

H.  That  upon  this  Deponents  return  home  from  the  said 
trials,  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  he  found  the  claimants 
under  New  Hampshire  in  his  neighborliood  fond  of  coming  to  a 
settlement  with  the  proprietors  under  New  York,  but  that  after- 
wards repeated  encouragements  being  received  in  that  Quarter 
fi'om  tlie  present  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  as  the  Universal 
Report  was  in  that  Part  of  the  Country,  and  which  the  Depo- 
nent believes  to  be  true,  they  would  hold  their  Lands  under  the 
New  Hampsliire  Titles  until  they  were  defeated  in  England  and 
that  soon  tliereafter  a  Petition  was  handed  atout  in  his  neigh- 
borhood as  this  Deponent  has  understood  and  believes  for 
Bubscripton  in  Pursuance  of  some  plan  that  had  been  fallen  upon, 
to  annex  these  Lands  to  New  Hampshire,  but  to  whom  the 
Petition  was  addressed,  or  what  were  its  Contents  this  Deponent 
knows  not, 

L.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  in  the  mouth  of 
December  last,  he  frequently  heard  it  had  been  given  out  in  his 
Neighborhood  by  the  Claimants  under  New  Hampshire,  that  the 
Plaintiffs  in  the  above  mentioned  Causes  in  Ejectment  tried  as 
aforesaid  durst  not  serve  the  writs  of  possession. 

M.  That  about  tlie  Fifth  Day  of  January  last,  the  Sheriff  of 
Albany  with  one  of  his  Deputies  and  another  person  in  his 
Company  eame  to  this  Deponents  House  and  this  Deponent 
having  some  short  time  before  seen  the  said  Sheriff  in  Albany 
with  Writs  of  Possession  in  his  Hands,  in  the  four  Actions  of 
Ejectment  tried  at  Albany  as  aforesaid  the  said  Sheriff  now  told 
him  he  had  been  trying  to  execute  two  of  them,  against  James 
Breakinridge,  and  Josiah  Puller  above  mentioned,  but  that  he 
was  opposed  hy  a  Number  of  armed  men  who  had  shut  them- 
selves up  in  the  Defendants  Houses,  and  threatened  to  blow  his 
brains  out  if  he  proceeded,  which  as  the  Sheriif  informed  the 
Deponent  prevented  his  executing  either  of  them  Tliat  the  said 
Sheriff  went  the  next  Day  for  Albany  declaring  his  Business 
obliged  him  to  be  there,  the  County  Court  coming  on  very  soon. 
That  he  left  liis  Deputy  at  the  Deponents  House  with  the  Writs 
of  Possession  agaiust  Samuel  Rose  and  Isaiah  Carpenter.     That 
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an  Monday  the  Seventli  of  January  last  the  said  Deputy  Sheriif 
with  this  Deponent  and  Twelve  other  men  whom  the  Deponent 
had  procured  to  aid  the  Deputy,  Sheriff  who  feai-ed  alike  violent 
Eesistancej  proceeded  to  the  House  of  the  said  Isaiah  Carpenter 
in  order  to  serve  the  said  writ  of  possessien  against  him — That 
when  tliey  came  there  they  found  the  House  shut  up,  tho'it  wag 
early  iu  the  Morning — That  the  Sheriff  knocked  at  the  door  and 
declared  his  Business,  upon  which  the  said  Isaiah  Carpenter 
threatened  to  blow  out  the  brains  of  any  Person  who  should 
attempt  to  take  possession — That  the  Deponent  tried  to  persuade 
the  said  Isaiah  Carpenter  to  open  the  door  and  not  resist  the 
Execution  of  the  Laws,  but  without  Effect — That  thereupon  the 
Sheriff  and  his  Party  proceeded  to  break  into  the  House,  which 
being  effected  in  an  Instant,  this  Deponent  jumped  in  and  seized 
the  said  Carpenter  with  his  Gun  in  his  Hand  ready  to  iire,.the 
Sheriff  and  the  rest  of  his  Party  following  this  Deponent — TJiat 
they  found  two  other  men  in  the  said  House  Claimants  under 
New  Hampshire,  and  two  more  Guns  in  the  Corner  of  the  Room, 
one  of  them  loaded  with  powder  &  Bullets,  and  the  other  with 
Powder  and  kidney  Beans — That  as  soon  as  fuU  possession  was 
gained,  ithaving  by  the  Attorney  for  the  Plaintiff  been  signified 
to  the  Deponent  that  he  might  do  as  he  pleased  with  the  said 
Carpenter  and  this  Deponent  being  assured,  tlie  Proprietor 
would  be  pleased  with  his  Shewing  the  Defendant  Tenderness 
this  Deponent  put  tlie  said  Carpenter  immediately  Into  Posses- 
sion again,  on  his  giving  Bond  either  to  agree  with  Major  Small 
for  the  Lands,  by  the  first  day  of  May  nest,  or  on  failure  thereof 
to  surrender  up  the  Possession  on  demand: 

JV.  That  after  this  on  the  same  day  this  Deponent  with  the  said 
Depnty  Slieriff,  and  another  went  to  serve  the  writ  of  Possession 
against  the  said  Samuel  Rose  and  on  the  road  picked  up  two 
other  men  whom  they  took  along  with  them  to  assist  them— That 
the  Sheriff  went  on  before  and  got  into  the  said  House  the 
Persons  therein  not  knowing  he  was  the  Sheriff—But  by  this 
Time  the  neighbouring  Inhabitants  having  discovei-ed  them  this 
Deponent  observed  a  great  Number  of  Persons  making  towards 
the  House — Tliat  thereupon  this  Deponent  and  one  of  tlie 
Persons  with  him  made  their  best  way  to  the  House,  wliicli  tliey 
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found  shut  and  was  refused  admittance— And  about  this  Time 
ilie  Slieriff  in  the  House  having  discovered  himself  was  as  he 
iiiformed  tJie  Deponent  attacked  by  a  man  with  an  ase,  but  a 
young  woman  interposed,  and  tlierenpon  the  Sheriff  opened  tlie 
Door,  and  this  Deponent  went  in. 

0.  Tliat  as  soon  as  Possession  was  gained  here  the  defend' being 
from  home,  Possession  was  restored  to  His  Wife  and  Family  by 
the  Direction  of  one  of  the  Proprietors,  on  conditiou  that  it 
should  be  held  under  them — that  the  said  Isaiah  Carpenter  has 
since  volnntai-ily  gone  off  his  Farm,  and  that  Samuel  Rose  still 
is  in  Possession  of  his. 

P.  That  this  Complainant  has  never  heard  of  any  other  Eject- 
ment brought  ag'  any  of  the  Claimants  under  New  Hampshire, 
except  two  lately  sent  up  to  be  served  under  his  Direction  and 
which  he  is  certain  are  not  yet  served,  and  one  Ejectment  some 
lime  since  brouglit  against  one  Colvin,  wliich  the  served,  this  Depo- 
nent Jiath  understood  and  believes  was  no  farther  prosecuted. 

Q.  And  tills  Deponent  further  saith  that  he  hath  never  heard 
that  any  one  Person  claimants  of  Lauds  under  New  Hampshire 
hath  been  in  Prison,  in  any  suits  brought  against  him  hy  any  of 
the  New  York  Proprietors,  or  for  any  other  matter  than  for 
Criminal  offences,  and  for  debt  due  to  other  Persons,  And  this 
Depon'  verily  believes  that  no  such  Thing  could  have  happened 
to  any  of  the  settlers  to  tlie  Westward  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
without  his  hearing  of  it. 

John  Munho. 
Sworn  this  27'ii  Day  of  Feoruary 
Z771  Before  me, 

Dan  ;  Horsmanden. 


Jl.  City  of  New  York  ss:  Simon  Stevens  an  Inhabitant  of 
the  Township  of  Charles  Town  in  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  at  present  one  of  the  Members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Province,  maketh 
oath  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  and  saith,  Tliat  very  soon  after 
M''  Wentworth  the  present  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  arrived 
from  England  as  Governor  of  that  Province,  hfe  had  conversation 
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tt'Itli  him,  in  wliicli  lie  inquired  of  tlie  Deponent  concerning  the 
Temper  of  the  People  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River, 
upon  their  being  subjected  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Province 
of  New  York.  That  he  intimated  that  lie  could  easily  have  pro- 
cured their  being  again  comprehended  under  New  Hampshircj 
if  tliey  had  written  to  him  wliile  lie  was  in  England  for  that 
Purpose. 

B.  That  he  expressed  hia  inclination  tbat  some  mea.siu-es 
should  be  taken,  to  excite  thgm  to  procure  a  Change  of  Govern- 
ment. 

C.  That  he  proposed  to  promote  Petitions  from  tlie  People  to 
accomplish  that  End,  and  asked  the  Deponent  if  he  would  be 
concerned  in  facilitating  and  circulating  a  Petition  of  that  kind. 
That  the  Deponent  refused  to  be  concerned  in  any  such  measures, 
That  the  said  Goveinot  has  broke  the  same  subject  to  tiie  Depo- 
nent at  several  Times  since,  Declaring  that  if  the  People  could 
be  induced  to  sign  Petitions,  it  would  be  easy  as  he  conceived 
to  procure  an  order  for  extending  the  Jnrisdictiou  of  New  Hamp- 
shire across  the  River,  so  as  to  include  them  within  that  Govern- 
ment. 

D.  That  in  the  fall  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  nine,  there  was  a  Petition  to  the  King,  carried  about 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River, 
praying  to  be  subjected  to  New  Hampsliire,  whicli  the  Deponent 
believes  was  drawn  by  M'  Wentworth  himself,  the  Sentiments 
being  similar  to  what  the  Deponent  has  ffequeutly  heard  him 
deliver  in  Language  very  similar  to  what  he  used. 

That  this  Petition  was  promoted  by  Nathan  Stone,  who  has 
lately  been  very  active  against  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  York. 

Tliat  the  Deponent  lias  also  seen  an  attested  Copy  of  another 
Petition  to  his  Majesty,  of  the  like  Import  with  that  above  men- 
tioned, which  has  been  lately  circulated  in  that  County,  and 
which  he  also  for  the  Reasons  above  mentioned  believes  was 
drawn  by  the  said  Governor. 

E.  That  the  Deponent  has  known  Lands  gi'anted  under  New 
Hampshire  on  the  East  side  of  Connecticut  River,  to  be  regranted 
to  other  Persons  for  Default  of  the  first  Patentees  in  not  settling 
the  same,  and  that  without  any  office  being  first  found.     And 
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tbe  Deponent  also  saith  That  it  is  very  common  in  that  Govern- 
ment to  grant  Sliaies  and  Interests  in  Patents  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Governor  and  soifte  of  his  Council,  wliose  Proportions  of  the 
Fees  ate  bom  by  the  other  Patentees. 

F.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  for  many  Years  last 
past  he  lias  been  well  acquainted  with  the  Lands  formerly  claimed 
by  New  Hampshire,  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  that 
he  well  remembers  that  Governor  Coldens  Proclamalion  of  28'*' 
Dec  1763,  and  the  Proclamations  of  Governor  Colden  and  the 
late  Governor  Wentworth,  nolifying  the  Kings  Determination  of 
tlie  Boundary  between  the  Said  Governments  were  all  public  in 
Print  of  that  Country.  That  at  the  Time  last  mentioned  there 
were  very  tew  Settlers  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tains, claiming  under  New  Hampshire,  this  Deponent  believes 
there  were  not  seventy  Families,  and  those  were  scattered  in 
about  a  Dozen  Townships  on  that  River,  and  the  Chief  of  them 
in  Brattleborough,  Westminster,  Pultney  and  Rockingham,  and 
that  in  all  the  rest  of  the  nnmerons  Tracts  granted  by  New 
Hampshire,  from  the  North  Bounds  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay  on 
Connecticut  River,  Northwai-d  and  Northwestward,  to  the  farthest 
extent  of  the  Claim  of  New  Hampshire  on  the  West  side  of  the 
said  River,  tiiere  was  not  at  that  Time  one  Inhabitant  this  Depo- 
nent verily  believes,  having  frequently  been  over  that  Country, 
and  was  at  that  Time  and  yet  is  well  acquainted  with  it. 

Tliat  the  greater  Part  of  those  Settlers  were  purchasers  for 
very  small  Considerations,  and  not  original  Patentees  of  New 
Hampshire. 

That  at  that  time  the  Degree  of  Cultivation  even  in  the  Tracts 
that  had  inhabitants  was  exceedingly  inconsiderable. 

G.  That  since  that  Time  tliis  Deponent  verily  believes  the 
Settlers  in  that  Country,  have  increased  Ten  fold  under  the 
Claims  of  New  Hampshire,  and  that  they  are  almost  altogether 
Purohasors  of  the  New  Hampshire  Titles  at  a  very  small  con- 
sideration, and  this  Deponent  beUeves  they  settled  there  in 
general,  expecting  they  should  be  obliged  to  obtain  New  Grants 
under  the  Province  of  New  York — That  by  much  the  greater 
part  of  this  Country  is  claimed  under  New  Hampshire  by  Per- 
60ES  who  have  never  attempted  a  Settlement  thereof,  That  evea 
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at  this  Day  this  Deponent  does  not  Irnow  one  Tract  that  is 
settled  and  improred  according  to  tlie  Terms  expressed  iu  tlie 
New  Hampshire  Letters  Patent,  anil  that  but  a  few  of  the 
Tracts  granted  by  tlie  late  Governor  Wentworth  there,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  his  Grants,  have  to  this  Day  any 
Inhabitants,  or  been  in  any  Degree  Cultivated. 

H.  Tliat  by  tlie  Law  of  New  Hampshire  every  Township 
chooses  annually  select  men,  and  a  variety  of  other  publice 
officers,  and  are  authorized  to  liold  Town  meetings,  all  wliich 
are  on  the  Plan  of  the  like  Regulations  in  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay.  That  the  Public  Taxes  are  levied  by  War- 
rant from  the  select  men. 

I.  That  the  Deponent  is  acquainted  with  tlie  Lots  granted  to 
Lieutenant  Ethrington  a  reduced  officer  in  Wethersfield  and 
Springfield  that  these  were  Lots  reserved  by  tlie  late  Governor 
Wentworth  for  himself  as  was  his  usual  Custom,  that  besides 
these  this  Deponent  hath  never  lieard  of  any  Lands  to  the  East 
of  the  Green  Mountains  being  granted  by  the  Governnient  of 
New  York,  that  were  comprized  in  any  of  M''  Wentworths 
Patents. 

K.  That  this  Deponent  hath  never  heard  of  any  Ejectments, 
or  any  other  actiou  being  brought  by  any  Person  claiming  under 
New  York,  against  any  Person  Inhabiting  to  the' Eastward  of 
the  Green  Mountains  in  that  Country,  nor  of  any  Person  tliere 
being  imprisoned  except  for  Criminal  offences,  and  some  few  in 
suits  brought  by  tlie  Inhabitants  there  against  each  other,  and 
this  Deponent  is  satisfied  tliat  no  such  Events  could  have  hap- 
pened without  his  hearing  of  them. 

L.  Tiiat  this  Deponent  does  not  know  or  believe,  that  any 
one  of  tlie  Inhabitants  of  that  Country  was  a  Soldier  in  his 
Majestys  Regular  Forces  at  any  Time  during  the  last  War,  but 
that  a  few  of  them  served  as  Rangers. 

M.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  since  his  Majesfys 
Determination  of  the  Boundary  as  aforesaid,  many  of  the 
Townships  within  the  Province  of  New  York  to  the  Eastward 
of  the  Green  Mountains  have  continued  to  regulate  themselves, 
and  to  elect  their  Town  Officers  and  levy  their  Town  Taxes  in 
Conformity  to  the  New  Hampshire  Patents,  and  the  Laws  of 
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6liat  Province,  and  not  agreeable  to  tlie  Laws  of  New  York, 
which  have  not  been  the  Rule  of  their  Conduct — And  this  Depo- 
nent understands  and  believes  from  the  general  Conversations, 
tliat  this  liath  been  done  to  facilitate  the  annexing  of  this 
Country  to  New  Hampshire, 

VV,  TJiat  about  two  years  ago,  in  a  Conversation  this  Deponent 
Iiad  with  the  present  Governor  Wentworth  he  said  to  this  Depo- 
nent, that  he  the  Governor  should  advise  the  People  tliere  to 
regulate  themselves  according  to  their  Grants  from  New  Hamp- 
shire,that  he  did  not  know  a  better  Rule  they  had  to  go  by ;  that 
he  did  not  doubt  if  they  would  be  at  any  Pains  in  Sollicitations, 
but  that  the  Lands  might  be  got  back  to  New  Hampshire,  that 
they  had  he  thought  been  very  slack  in  it,  and  that  he  would 
advise  the  People  to  go  on  settling  under  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  or  words  to  that  Effect. 

0.  And  this  Deponent  farther  saith,  that  for  more  than  two 
years  past,  the  People  between  the  Green  Mountains  and  Con- 
necticut River,  have  been  continually  encouraged  to  estend 
their  settlements  under  the  Claim  of  New  Hampshire  and  to 
believe  that  tins  Country  would  soon  be  annexed  to  that  Govern- 
ment, wliich  Encouragement  by  the  universal  Report  among 
them,  came  from  Time  to  Time  from  Governor  Wentworth,  and 
which  this  Deponent  believes  to  be  true,  and  tliis  Deponent 
is  fully  sensible  that  had  it  not  been  for  those  Encoiiragements 
all  opposition  to  the  Government  of  New  York  would  long  since 
have  been  at  an  End. 

P.  And  tills  Deponent  further  saith,  that  he  hath  always 
understood  and  believes,  that  the  late  Governor  Wentworth 
granted  all  tlie  Lands  on  tlie  West  side  of  Connecticut  Eiver, 
without  the  advice  of  his  Council  for  granting  the  respective 
Tracts  ;  that  he  hatli  understood  tliat  before  he  made  any  Grants, 
he  obtained  a  general  advice  of  liis  Council  for  granting  his 
Majesty's  Lands.  And  this  Deponent  saith  that  lie  was  con- 
cerned in  one  of  Mr,  Wentworths  Patents  for  Lands  on  the 
West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  and  is  very  certain  he  had  not 
the  advice  of  his  Couneil  for  issuing  tliat  Patent  further  than  the 
general  advice  above  mentioned. 

Q.  That  the  nearest  Part  of  this  Country  to  Portsmouth  in 
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New  Hampslilre  is  one  hundred  and  Twenty  miles  as  tlie  Road 
goes,  which  this  Deponent  thinks  Ciinhotbe  shortened  more  than 
Ten.  miles,  and  tlia.t  the  easiest,  most  convenient  and  cheapest 
way,  to  tile  City  of  New  York,  from  all  that  country  Is  by 
Albany,  and  so  down  Hudsons  River,  without  passing  out  of 
the  Province  of  New  York. 

Simon  Stevens. 
Sworn  this  Second  Day  of  Marcli 
1771  Before  me 

Dan  :  IIorsmaiiden. 


City  of  New  York  ss.  Samuel  Wells  of  Erattleborbwgh  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  Province  of  New  York 
Esquire,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  one  of  his  Majestys  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said 
County  being  duly  sworn  maketh  oath  that  he  has  resided  at 
Brattleborough  aforesaid  ever  since  the  month  of  July  1762, 
having  before  that  time  purchased  some  Lands  under  the  -Let- 
ters Patent  of  the  late  Governor  Wentworth,  for  the. said  Tract 
called  Brattleborough,  and  which  purchase  hath  been  since 
confirmed  to  him  by  a  Grant  from  the  Government  of  New 
York. 

B.  That  very  soon  after  Governor  Coldens  Proclamation 
asserting  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Province  of  New  York  in  that 
Country,  it  was  Public  there  being  iixed  up  in  Print  in  Divers 
Places,  and  that  soon  after  the  issuing  of  the  Proclamations  by 
the  Governments  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  notifying 
his  Majesty's  Determination  of  the  Boundary  between  these  two 
Governments  of  the  20""  of  July  1764  in  Council,  the  same 
were  Public  in  that  Country  being  printed  in  the  Public  News 
Papers. 

C  That  at  the  time  of  the  notification  of  his  Majesty's  said 
order  in  Council,  the  Country  in  the  Province  of  New  York  to 
the  Eastward  of  the  Green  Mountains  had  very  few  Inhabitants 
and  that  these  were  scattered  among-  about  a  Dozen  Towns  on 
or  near  Connecticut  River,  and  this  Deponent  believes  that 
at  tliat  time,  there  were  no  Inhabitants  in  all  that  District  up  as 
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iiir  as  tlie  utmost  extent  of  the  former  claim  of  New  Harapsliire 
Northward  and  Northwestward  except  the  few  stragling  Inhabi- 
tants above  mentioned  and  that  these  few  Inhabitants  were  as  the 
Deponent  hatli  always  understood  and  believes  in  General  Pur- 
chasers under  some  of  the  Letters  Patent  issued  by  the  late 
Governor  Wentworth  for  very  small  Considerations,  and  not 
Patentees,  That  at  that  Time  the  State  of  Cultivation  in  these 
Tracts  that  had  any  Inhabitants  was  very  inconsiderable, 

D.  Tiiat  this  Deponent  believes  there  are  now  ten  times  as 
many  Settlers  in  the  Tract  formerly  claimed  by  New  Hampshire 
aforesaid,  than  there  were  at  that  Day,  and  that  these  are  almost 
altogether  Purchasers  under  the  New  Hampshire  Patents  since 
the  notification  of  the  Kings  Determination  of  the  Boundary  as 
aforesaid  a  great  many  of  whom  settled  in  expectation  of  taking 
out  new  Grants  from  the  Province  of  New  York,  which  they  are 
still  desirous  of  doing,  tliis  Deponent  having  been  desired  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  several  Townships  to  Assist  them  therein. 

E.  That  a  few  of  the  Tracts  granted  by  M''  Wentworth  on  the 
Banks  of  Connecticut  River  and  two  or  three  of  the  Townships 
near  the  Massachusetts  Line,  have  within  about  four  years  past 
increased  considerably  in  Cultivation,  tho'  even  in  these  it  bears 
but  a  small  proportion  to  the  Quantity  of  Lands  in  these  Town- 
ships, And  that  with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  Tracts  the  greater 
part  of  them  have  but  little  Cultivation  and  very  many  of  them 
none  at  all. 

F.  That  this  Deponent  never  hath  heard  of  any  Ejectments 
served  by  any  Person  claiming  under  New  York  nor  of  any  other 
action  brought  by  any  of  them,  against  any  Person  to  the  East- 
ward of  t]ie  Green  Mountains  except  in  two  or  three  Instances 
for  Debt  &  is  satisfied  if  any  such  thing  had  happened  he  must 
Slave  heard  of  it.  That  some  few  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
country  have  been  arrested  in  Civil  Actions  brought  by  them 
against  one  another. 

G.  That  this  Deponent  is  acquainted  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
that  Country  in  General  &  has  never  heard  that  any  of  then! 
served  in  his  Majesty's  Regular  Forces  at  any  time  during  the 
late  War'  except  one  or  two  Persons  whom  this  Deponent  hath 
heard  are  deserters — That  a  few  of  them  served  as  Hangers. 
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H.  That  witliin  about  two  years  past  the  People  in  that  Coun- 
try have  been  induced  to  Conceive  Expectations  tliat  this  part 
of  the  Country  would  soon  bee  annexed,  to  New  Hampshire,  that 
Reports  and  Encouragements  of  that  nature  have  been  continually 
circulating  among  them  ever  since,  which  w-ere  generally  reported 
and  believed  in  that  Country  from  time  to  time  to  have  come 
from  Governor  Wentworth,  and  this  Deponent  himself  believes 
the  same  to  be  true. 

I.  That  something  above  a  Twelvemont  ago  a  Petition  to  his 
Majesty  was  circulated  thro'  that  Country  for  Subscriptions  for 
that  End  as  this  Deponent  understands  and  believes,  which 
Petition  was  at  tliat  time  and  ever  since  generally  reported  there 
to  Lave  been  drawn  by  Governor  Wentworth — That  this  Peti- 
tion was  generally' reported  and  this  Deponent  believes  the  same 
to  be  true,  to  have  been  subscribed  by  a  great  many  Persona 
not  Inhabitants  of  that  Country,  but  of  New  Hampshke  and  else 
where,  and  that  in  general  the  Names  of  the  Children  of  the 
Inhabitants  down  to  Twelve  years  of  Age  and  under  were  said 
to  have  been  subscribed  thereto  as  Petitioners — which  Petition 
this  Deponent  iiath  understood  hath  been  some  time  since  Trans- 
mitted to  England  by  Governor  Wentworth. 

K.  That  last  Fall  another  Petition  to  his  Majesty  for  the  like 
purpose,  was  caiTied  about  thro'  that  Country  for  Subscription 
as  this  Deponent  understands  and  believes  that  this  Deponent 
saw  the  original  thereof  as  it  was  Called  of  which  he  took  a 
copy,  wiiieh  original  was  wrote  in  a  veiy  fair  Hand,  and  wag 
currently  reported  there  to  have  been  drawn  at  Portsmouth  by 
the  present  Governor  Wentworth,  and  to  have  been  by  him  sent 
up  into  that  Country  by  Benjamin  Whiting  who  lias  long  acted 
as ,  one  of  M'  Wentworths  Deputies,  as  Surveyor  of  tlie  ICings 
Woods,  to  be  copied  for  subsci'iptions  all  which  this  Deponent 
verily  believes  to  be  true,  and  also  that  it. was  generally  believed 
by  the  People  there,  this  Deponent  having  frequently  lieard  tliese 
Reports  mentioned  in  Conversation  and  never  heard  a  sugges- 
tion to  the  contrary. 

L.  That  it  was  Reported  that  one  Copy  thereof  was  to  be 
made  to  be  lianded  about  in  each  Township,  and  this  Deponent 
has  frequently  heai'd  and  believes  that  many  Copies  thereof  were 
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made  and  carried  about  for  Subscription  and  that  it  was  tlieir 
General  Practice  to  Obtaia  Subscriptions  of  Persoiig  under  age 
tlicreto. 

M.  Tliat  this  Deponent  believes  that  very  few  if  any  of  the 
Settlers  on  the  Southerly  part  of  this  Tract  to  the  East  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  signed  the  said  Petition  last  mentioned,  as 
they  are  ahaost  universally  desirous  of  remaining  in  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  this  Deponent  is  well  convinced  that  of  the 
whole  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester 
a  great  majority  are  desirous  of  remaining  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Government  of  New  York,  the  strength  of  the  oppo- 
sition thereto  laying  in  tlie  Townships  of  Windsor  Newbury  and 
Westminster,  and  among  some  scattered  Inhabitants  in  some  few 
other  Towns. 

JV,  And  this  Deponent  firmly  believes  and  has  heard  a  great 
many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tliat  Country  frequently  declare  the 
Uke,  that  there  would  long  since  have  been  an  end  to  their 
opposition  to  the  Government  of  New  York  had  they  not  been 
animated  by  the  continued  encouragement  received  from  time 
to  time  from  Governor  Wentworth  as  aforesaid. 

Sam''  Wells. 

Sworn  this  2^  Dayof  March 
1771,  Before  me 

Dan  .  HoRSMANDECf . 


j3.  City  of  New  Yorlc  ss  :  Oliver  Willard  Esquire  one  of 
the  Assistant  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for 
the  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  Province  of  New  Yorlc  makes 
Oath  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  That  he  is  an  Inhabitant  of  the 
Town  of  Hertford  in  the  said  County,  formerly  granted  by 
Patent  under  tlie  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  since  by 
Patent  under  tlie  Province  of  New  York  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Grantees.  That  some  Time  since  the  Deponent  employed  M' 
John  Hurd,  who  is  private  Secretary  to  M'  Wentworth  the 
present  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  to  sue  out  a  Patent  for 
live  Islands  in  Connecticut  River,  four  of  which  are  opposite  to 
the  said  Township  of  Hertford,  and  tliree  of  them  conceived  to 
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have  been  coraprehended  in  the  said  Patent  under  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

B.  That  afterwards  in  August  last,  the  Deponent  went  to 
Portsmouth  and  waited  on  M"^  Wentworth,  who  expressed  his 
approbation  that  the  Deponent  should  have  a  grant  of  these 
Islands,  and  directed  him  to  M''  Hinge  Surveyor  General  to  get 
the  proper  surveys  performed.  That  W  Ringe  who  is  the 
(Jovernors  Uncle  Authorized  his  Deputy  to  make  the  Survey, 
but  the  work  is  not  yet  performed,  it  being  postponed  as  the 
Deponent  supposed  til  the  River  was  frozen,  and  the  Islands 
might  bo  surrounded  on  the  Ice. 

C.  Tliat  some  time  in  the  latter  End  of  December  last,  the 
Deponent  received  a  letter  from  the  said  M''  Hurd,  in  tlie  words 
and  figures  following—"  Portsm=  20">  Decf  1770  Sir,  I  have 
"  received  your  Letter  per  Capt  WJieatly  whose  good  Chavacte 
"  will  I  believe  obtain  for  him  the  Commission  desired — Your 
"  make  no  mention  nor  have  i  heai-d  any  thing  from  you  about 
"  the  Eight  in  Eelham  for  which  I  have  y  Obligation  to  dehver 
"  a  Deed  of  the  same  within  three  Mo^  I  ti'ust  you  wont  forget 
"  the  matter  nor  neglect  securing  the  Right  in  Time.  Your 
"  Petition  for  the  Island  in  Connecticut  River  I  am  afraid  will 
"  not  succeed,  as  there  has  been  some  Inibrmation  lately  of  yonr 
"  Conduct  respecting  the  affairs  on  the  West  side  the  River 
«  which  seems  to  injnre  y  Interest  at  Portsm"  &  may  prevent  y« 
"success  of  y  Petition — tliis  I  thout  best  to  mention  to  youtliat 
"  you  may  not  think  it  owing  to  my  neglect  I  am  S''  y  hum 
"  Serv'  John  Hurd.  Major  Oliver  Willard."  That  the  said  Letter  i 
of  the  proper  Hand  Writing  of  the  said  M^  Hurd,  tlie  Deponent 
having  seen  iiim  write.  And  the  Deponent  verily  believes  that 
the  true  reason  why  his  application  for  a  Grant  of  the  said 
Isl^ids  will  not  probably  succeed,  is  from  a  disgust  excited  by 
tlie  Deponents  conduct  and  known  Zeal  for  maintaining  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  New  York,  on  tlie  West  side  of 
Connecticut  River,  in  Conformity  to  the  Royal  Order  of  the 
Twentieth  Of  July  one  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  four, 
This  Deponent  liaving  been  Instrumental  towai'ds  preventing 
the  late  Riots  and  Disorders  in  tlie  Township  of  Windsor,  in 
which  divers  persons  witii  Nathan  Stone  were  very  active. 
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J).  And  tlic  Deponent  further  saith,  that  there  was  a  Eeserva- 
tion  iu  the  New  Hampshire  Grant  of  the  said  Township  of 
Hertford,  of  five  Imndred  acres  for  the  Governor  of  that  Colony. 
That  Sundrj'  of  the  Council  of  the  said  Province  had  shares  and 
Interests  in  the  Lauds  thereby  granted.  That  tlris  was  usual  in 
the  Patents  issued  in  that  Province,  That  lie-  lias  liimself  been 
eoncei-ned  in  sueiug  out  five  Patents  under  tlie  Great  Seal  of 
New  Hampshire;  and  that  he  always  understood  tliat  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  that  Colony  paid  no  Proportion  of  the 
Fees,  but  that,  that  Burden  was  bora  by  other  Patentees,  That 
the  same  Rights  and  Shares  secured  in  the  New  Hampshire 
Grant  of  the  Town  of  Hertford,  for  the  Society  for  propaga- 
ting the  Gospel  and  other  Public  uses,  were  also  secured  for 
the  same  Purposes  in  repatenting  of  that  Township  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  New  Yorli. 

E.  That  the  Deponent  did  not  sign  the  late  petition  to  Iiis  Ma- 
jesty circulated  among  the  Inhabitants  of  Cumberland  County  ia 
favor  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Yorli,  because  he  was  fearfuil 
that  it  might  obstruct  him  in  bis  said  application  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, for  the  Grant  of  the  Islands  abovementioned. 

F.  That  this  Deponent  has  been  an  Inhabitant  of  Hertford 
aforesaid  for  eight  years  last  past,  and  well  remembers  that  the 
Proclamations  by  the  Governments  of  New  Yorii  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, notifying  his  Majestys  Determination  of  tlie  Boundary 
between  those  Governments  were  very  Publicldy  known  iii  tliat 
Country  soon  after  they  issued.  That  at  that  Time  lie  believes 
tliere  might  be  about  one  hundred  Families  settled  in  all  that 
Country  Eastwai'd  of  tlie  Green  Mountains,  formerly  clahned  hy 
New  Hampshire,  now  comprized  within  the  Counties  of  Cum- 
berland and  Gloucester,  and  that  those  Inhabitants  were  scat- 
tered tlirough  about  Twenty  Tracts  or  Townships  of  about  sis 
miles  square  each,  and  principally  along  Connecticut  River. 

G.  That  the  Degree  of  Cultivation  at  that  Day,  even  in  the 
Toivns  that  had  Inhabitants  was  very  small,  and  not  in  one  of 
them  had  tlie  Terms  or  Conditions  of  Settlement  and  Cultivation 
contained  in  tlie  New  Hampshire  Letters  Patent,  been  by  far 
complied  with. 

That  since  the  notification  of  his  Majesty's  Order  in   Council 
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above  mentioned,  People  have  been  continually  flocking  into 
that  Country;  claiming  under  New  Hampshirej  and  in  general 
under  Purchases  made  by  them  since  the  said  notification,  and  on 
small  Considerations  as  ia  the  Value  of  the  Lands  had  the  Title 
been  good.  That  a  great  many  of  these  Purchases  and  Settle- 
ments were  made  upon  an  Expectation  of  being  obliged  to  sue 
out  new  Grants  from  tlie  Government  of  New  York  for  the 
same  Lands. 

I.  That  this  Deponent  was  well  acquainted  with  the  late 
Governor  Wentworth,  and  knows  his  manner  of  granting  the 
Crown  Lands,  the  said  Governor  told  this  Deponent  when  he 
sued  out  the  first  of  the  five  grants  above  mentioned,  that  there 
was  no  need  of  calling  the  Council  for  their  advice  therein,  as 
he  had  obtained  about  the  Close  of  the  last  War  their  general 
advice  for  granting  the  Lands  on  Connecticut  River,  on  the 
West  side  of  which  these  five  Townships  lay.  That  with  respect 
to  two  of  these  Tracts  this  Deponent  made  only  a  verbal  appli- 
cation to  him,  who  thereupon  gave  him  a  note  to  the  Secretary, 
Who  accordingly  issued  the  Letters  Patent,  all  of  which  passed 
without  any  Survey,  except  of  the  River  by  Joseph  Blanchard 
Esquire,  and  without  any  other  advice  of  Council  but  the  Gene- 
ral Advice  above  mentioned. 

K.  That  this  Deponent  hath  never  heard  of  any  Ejectment  or 
other  Action  brought  against  any  Person  on  the  East  side  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  by  any  Person  Claiming  under  New  York,  nor 
of  any  Person  there  being  imprisoned,  except  for  Criminal  Mat- 
ters, and  in  Suits  brought  by  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Country 
against  each  other,  nor  of  any  Persons  property  being  wrested 
from  him,  except  that  he  has  heard  that  some  of  the  Lots  reserved 
by  the  late  Governor  Wentworth  for  himself  in  some  of  his 
Grants  have  been  granted  to  others  by  tlie  Government  of  New 
York.  And  this  Deponent  verily  believes  that  no  such  Things 
could  have  happened  without  his  hearing  of  them. 

L.  That  soon  after  the  present  Governor  Wentworth  took  on 
liim  the  Administration  of  this  Government,  the  Claimants  under 
New  Hampshire  on  the  West  of  Connecticut  River,  ii-ere  leil  to 
conceive  great  Expectations  of  that  Country's  being  annexed  to 
the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  as  weE  by  Reason  of  hia 
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Miijesty's  Coratnaiids  to  Sir  Henry  Moore  to  grant  no  jnore  of 
tliese  Lands  until  furtlier  Order,  as  fi-om  the  encouragements 
continually  circulating  thro  that  Country  to  that  Import,  which 
were  there  universally  said  and  believed  to  come  from  Time  to 
Time  from  Governor  Wentworth,  and  tiiis  Deponent  has  no  doubt 
that  had  it  not  been  for  those  repeated  Enconrs^ements,  the 
People  would  have  been  long  since  easy  aud  content  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Province  of  New  York.  And  tliis  Deponent 
ia  very  sure  that  the  Majority  of  tiie  Inhabitants  of  that  Countiy 
are  satisfied  in  remaining  under  tlie  Jurisdiction  of  New  York, 
and  that  the  Strength  of  Opposition  thereto,  except  on  the  West 
side  of  the  Green  Mountains  is  in  the  Inhabitants  of  Windsor  and 
Westminster. 

M.  Tliat  this  Deponent  was  in  the  month  of  August  last  at 
Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire,  and  was  desired  by  George  Jef- 
fries Esquire  Treasurer  of  New  Hampshire  to  breakfast  with 
him,  which  he  did — That  the  said  M'  Jeffries  desired  this  Depo- 
nent to  attend  while  he  read  a  Representation  on  the  part  of  New 
Hampshire  respecting  the  Lands  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut 
River  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Distresses  of  the 
Settlers  there  under  New  Hampshire,  which  the  said  M'  Jeffries 
told  the  Deponent  was  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Majesty,  that 
accordingly  tliis  Deponent  heard  the  said  Representation  read 
by  M''  Jeffries,  and  that  it  contained  Variety  of  Matter  which 
this  Deponent  of  his  own  knowledge  knows  to  be  talse,  and  in- 
formed the  said  M'  Jeffries  at  that  Time  particularly  thereof. 
Olb  Willard, 

Sworn  this  second  day  of  March 
1771  Before  me 

Dan  Hoksmandek. 


City  of  New  York  ss:  James  Van  Cortlandt  of  the  Youkers  of  the 
County  of  Westchester  Esquire  being  duly  sworn  maketh  oath  that 
in  the  Sumaier  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
four  this  Deponent  was  at  Albany  where  Information  was  brought 
that  a  number  of  Persons  pretending  Title  under  New  Hamp- 
shire had  collected  together  and  were  distressing  several  persons 
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Jiolding  lands  under  the  Grants  of  tliis  Government  of  New  York 
in  the  Patents  of  Hosiek  Etnd  Renslaerswyck  or  one  of  them, 
that  they  had  seized  and  drove  off  the  Cattle  of  some  of  the  said 
Tenants  and  had  seized  the  Grain  of  one  of  them  named 
Bostian  Deal,  and  tliat  they  intended  to  distress  every  person 
holding  within  their  Claim,  who  would  not  submit  to  hold  under 
them  That  thereupon  Herraanus  Schuyler. then  Sheriff  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  and  two  magistrates  of  the  County 
of  Albany  went  to  the  flace  where  it  was  said  these  Riotous 
Proceedings  were  committing  in  order  to  suppress  the  same,  tlie 
Sheriff  taking  a  Posse  with  him,  of  vvhicli  this  Deponent  made 
Part.  That  they  left  the  City  of  Albany  oil  Saturday  and 
arrived  on  the  Sunday  at  Hosiek  where  they  were  again  inform- 
ed of  the  "Proceedings  of  the  Rioters  as  above  set  forth  and  they 
were  gone  to  Bennington  and  threatened  to  return  again  on 
Monday  Morning  and  accordingly  about  the  break  of  the  Day 
on  Monday  Morning  the  Sheriff  and  liis  Party  were  informed 
tliat  the  Rioters  were  returned,  and  immediately  the  Sheriff  and 
his  Party  went  in  Pursuit  of  them  and  found  them  at  about 
two  miles  Distance  on  the  said  Patent  called  Hosiek  where  the 
Sheriff  arrested  three  or  four  of  the  Rioters  among  whom  were 
Samuel  Robinson,,  one  Ashley  who  said  he  was  a  Sheriff  and  one 
Horseford  and  carried  them  to  the  City  of  Albany  where  they 
were  committed  to  Goal,  and  from  whence  they  were  afterwards 
bailed,  and  Indicted  for  Iheir  said  offencesas  this  Deponent  hath 
been  informed  and  believes  and  this  Deponent  further  says  that 
he  was  heard  and  believes  that  tlie  said  Samuel  Robinson,  Ashley 
and  Horsefordhave  not  been  brought  to  trial  for  tiie  said  offences. 

James  V.  Coiltlandt. 
Sworn  this  fourth  day  of  March 
1771.  Before  me 

Dan  :  Horsmahdeh. 


City  of  New  York  ss  :  John  Kelly  of  the  City  of  New  York 
Gentleman  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  Deposeth 
and  saith,  that  Benjamin  Burt  of  Westminister  in  the  County  of 
Cumberland  and  Province  of  New  York,  one  of  the  persons  tliat 
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Circulated  a  Petition  addressed  to  his  Majesty  in  tlie  month  oi 
December  last  in 'Westminster  to  be  siibsei-ibed  by  the  Inliabit- 
aots  thereof,  praying  that  the  Lands  situate  Westward  of  the 
River  Connecticut  in  this  Province  might  be  reannexed  to  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  shewed  this  Deponent  the  said 
Petition  and  told  him  the  deponent  that  the  Sollicitoi-s  for  siib- 
sa-iptious  to  tbe  said  Petition  made  it  a  general  rule  to  take  the 
Subscriptions  thereto  of  persons  Inhabitants  of  that  tract  down 
to  tiie  age  of  sixteen  years. 

B.  And  tliat  there  was  a  Petition  of  the  same  Tenor  with  tl\e 
one  above  mentioned  prepared  for  each  Tract  of  Land  granted 
by  M^  Wentwortli  late  Governor  of  the  province  of  New  Hamp- 
sliii'e  Westwai'd  of  tbe  River  Connecticut  in  order  to  be  sub- 
scribed for  the  aforesaid  purpose. 

C.  Tliat  this  deponentwas  also  informed  that  one  of  the  said 
Petitions  was  handed  about  for  subscriptions  in  Rockingham 
Westward  of  the  said.  River  Connecticut  in  the  Month  of  Decem- 
ber last  by  one  Peter  Bellows  a  son  of  one  of  the  New  Hampsblre 
Magislrates  but  that  very  few  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Tract 
would  subscribe  the  same.  Timt  Robert  Heavens  of  Sharon  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland  shewed  this  Deponent  another  of  the 
gaid  Petitions  which  he  tlie  said  Heavens  declared  he  received 
from  Benjamin  Bellows  Junior  another  son  of  the  said  Sew 
Hampsliire  Magistrate  who  resided  at  Wallpole  in  the  Province 
of  New  Hampsliire  in  order  to  be  Circulated  for  subscription  as 
aforesaid  and  that  at  the  time  the  said  Heavens  shewed  tlie 
Deponent  said  petition  there  were-  only  Eight  or  nine  siibscribei-a 
thereto  which  said  Heavens  informed  the  Deponent  was  the  only 
persons  in  said  Sharon  that  would  subscribe  the  same.  That 
Nathan  Stone  one  of  the  Rietoi-s  of  Windsor  in  the  County  of 
Cumberland  shewed  this  Deponent  another  of  the  said  petitions 
which  he  said  was  delivered  him  in  order  to  be  subscribed  as 
aforesaid  but  that  there  was  no  subscribers  thereto  at  the  Time 
the  said  Stone  sliewest  the  same  to  tliis  Deponent. 

D.  Tliat  this  Deponent  has  in  his  possession  a  map  which  he 
and  another  person  procured  from  a  Gentleman  of  New  Hamp- 
shire as  an  Authantick  Draft  of  the  Lands  said  to  be  Granted  by 
the  late  Governor  Weutworth  on  the  West  side  of  tbe  River 
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Connecticut  with  the  dates  of  the  respective  Patents  by  which  it 
appears  there  are  in  the  wliole  about  one  liundred'and  tweiitj" 
nine  Tracts  for  whicli  the  said  Governor  Wentwortli  issued 
Patents  aS' aforesaid  which  several  Patents  and  tlieir  rKspective 
Dates  as  tbey  appear  on  the  said  map  are  as  follows  Bennington 
3J  January  1749,  Halifax  11th  May  1750,  Marlborough  19'>' 
April  1751,  Wilmington  29"i  April  1751,  Westminister  S'*" 
November  1752,  Rockingham  SS'h  December  1752,  Woodford 
6th  March  1753,  Stamford  6^h  March  1753,  Fane  11"-  June  1753 
Towushend  20*  June  1753,  Hinsdale  3^  Sep'  1753,  Erattlebo- 
rough  26'h  December  1753,  Fulham  26ih  December  1 753,  Putney 
S6th  December  1753,  Flamstead  22  February  1754,  Guilford  fi^ 
April  1754,  Tomlenson6tii  April  1754,  Pownal  8"!  Januai-y  1761, 
Hartford  4'h  July  1761,  Norwich  4  Jidy  1761,  Killington  7'h  July 
1761,  Pomfread  8'"  July  1761,  Windsor  6«'  July  1761,  Beading 
6t"  July  1761,  Saltash  6'f  July  1761,  Hertford  loa-  July  1761, 
Woodstock  10th  July  1761,  Eridgewater  lO'h  July  1761,  Arling- 
ton 38"'  July  1761,  Sunderland  July  29'^'  1761,  Stratton  Sflth 
July  1761,  Bernard  17''>  July  1761,  Stockbridge  3^t  July  1761 
Siiaron  17'*  August  1761  Wethersfield  Aug^  20'h  1761,  Glossen- 
bury  Augt  20"'  1761,  Siiaftsbury  August  20'"  1761,  Ruport 
August  20'''  1761,  Dorset  August  20"'  1761,  Springfield  August 
SO"- 1761,  Pawlet  August  26'''  1761,  Danby  August  27"'  1761, 
Harwick  28'h  August  1761,  Shrewsbury  4"'  Sep^- 1761,  Clarendon 
51''  September  1761,  Sommerset  Sep' ■  9"'  1761,  Butknd  7tii 
September  1761,  Wells  15">  September  1761,  Tiumouth  15th 
September  1761,  Winhall  lo'i^  September  1761,  Ludlow  16"' 
Septemb&r  1761,  Manchester  n"!  August  1761,  Sandgate  11th 
August  1761,  Poultney  2P'  September  1761,  Castleton  22'i  Sep- 
tem--  1761,  Thetford.  12'h  August  1761,  Strafford  12th  August 
1761,  Tunbridge  3^  September  1761,  Faidee  9'h  September  1761, 
Brumly  October  IS""  1761,  Andover  October  IStb  1761,  Cavin- 
dish  12th  October  1761,  Leicester  Ocf  20ih  1761,  Nashobee 
October  20'"  1761,  Wallingsford  Novembej  27th  ^qi^  Guild 
Hall  October  10"'  1761,  Granby  October  lOth  1761,  Maidstone 
19A  October  1761,  Ferdinand  13ih  October  1761,  Brunswick 
ISth  October  1761,  Winlock  9"'  October  1761,  Addison  U*!" 
October  1761,  Cornwall  14th  October  1761.  New  Haven  2* 
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Noveml-.ei-1763,  Waybrulge  Nov''  3'i  1761,  Middleborougli  2-i 
November  1761,  Salsbm-y  Z'^  November  1761,  Cliarlotta  June 
34tii  1762,  Hindsboi-ough  21»'  June  1763,  Ferrisbm-gh  Juae  24ti' 
1763,  Moncktoa  241''  June  1763,  Averell,  June  29*''  1762,  Lewis 
29"'  June  1762,  Pocock  June  26"'  1762,  Luninbourgh  ,5"'  July 
1763,  Bm-lingtoii  7  June  1763,  WilUston  7  June  1763,  New 
Huntington  7»i'  June  1763,  Duxsbury  7»*i  June  1763,  Mooreton  7"" 
June  1763,  Berlin  7  June  1763,  Essex  7*  June  1763,  CholCbester 
Junt;  7»i'  1763,  Bolton  June  7"i  1763,  Waterbury  June  7*1'  1763, 
Milton  June  St''  1763,  Weatford  June  St^  1763,  Undei-liill  June 
8*1*  1763,  Mansfield  Stii  June  1763,  Stow  June  S""  1763,  Worces- 
ter June  gt''  1763,  Middlesex  June  S*""  1763,  Jerrico  June  8* 
1763,  Georgia  August  IT^"  1763,  S'  Albans  Tl7^  August  1763, 
Swanton  Augiist  17*  1763,  Higb  Gate  August  17"'  1763,  Orwall 
August  IS""  1763,  Shelburn  IS^''  August  1763,  S' George  18*'' 
August  1763,  Huagerford  i8"i  August  1763,  Smitbfleld  18^^ 
August  1763,  Fairfield  August  18*''  1763,  Fairfax  1S«'  August 
1763,  Sudbmy  6"*  August  1763,  Whiting  e*''  August  1763, 
Newbury  IS'i"  Ma:y  1763,  Topsham  17*  June  1763,  Rygate  8*1' 
September  1763,  Bai-aet  September  IG'^  1763,  Peachatn  Dec 
31't  1763,  Pittsford  I5«'  June  1764,  Ilubberton  15*  June  1764, 
Dunbar  15*  June  1764,  Minehead  29*  June  1763,  Limmington 
39*  June  1762,  Panton  S^  November  1764,  Corinth  4  Febuary 
1764. 

E.  That  this  Deponent  is  well  acquainted  thro  a  great  part  of 
that  Couatry  and  saith  that  of  those  numerous  Tracts  a  small 
proportion  of  tbem  have  any  Inhabitants  Claiming  under  New 
Hampshire  and  that  these  in  General  are  oa  some  of  the  Tracts 
oa  and  near  Connecticut  River,  and  on  some  Tracts  to  the  West- 
wai-d  of  the  Green  Mountains  And  that  in  these  Tracts  to  the 
East  of  the  Green  Mountains  that  have  the  most  Inhabitants  the 
Cultivation  is  but  small  in  proportion  to  the  Quantity  of  tlie 
L-ands  in  those  Tracts  respectively 


Sworn  this  6*  Day  of  March 
1771  Before  me 

Dak:  Hoksmanden. 


John  Kelly. 
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INHABITANTS  OF  THE  COlfNTI  OF  CUMBERLAND,  1771. 

Whites  malea  uiider  16 1071 

Whites  males  above  16  and  under  60 1002 

Wliites  males  60  and  upwards 59 

Whites  females  under  16 941 

Wliites  females  above  16 863 

Blacks  males  under  16 ........ , 0 

Blacks  males  above  16  and  under  60 6 

Blacks  males  60  and  upwards 1 

Blacks  females  under  16 3 

Blacks  females  above  16 2 

Whites  3935  Witness  my  Hand  at  Brattleboroiigh  in  the 

Blacks       12  County  of  Cumberland  the  15"'  Day  ©f 

May  A.  D.  1771. 

Total  3947  Dan''  W^hipple  Slieriif. 


INHABITANTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  GMUCESTER,  1771. 

Whites  males  under  16 178 

Whites  males  above  16  and  under  60 185 

Whites  males  60  and  upwards 8 

Whites  females  under  16 193 

Whites  females  above  16 151 

Blacks  males  under  16 2 

Blacks  males  above  16  and  under  CO 4 

Blacks  males  60  and  upwards 0 

Blacks  females  under  16 1 

Blacks  females  above  16 0 

Whites   755  Witness  my  Hand  at  Newbury  in  the 

Blacks        7  County  of  Gloucester  tlie  17"'  Day  of 

May  1771 

Total  762  John  Taplin  Jun^  Sherf; 
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A  LIST.  OF  TflE  HEADS  OF  THE  FAMILIES 


Rober!  Julmstjii 
Err  CI  amlreilm 
Thos  LhjMbErlm 
Diinl  TilktsoD 
Jacob  Ba>l  , 
David  1^  iLks 
Jonathan  FoHler 
Ephrairn  Ba}li)) 

Thomis  Julinicn 
Siiimie!  Hak 
Ephraiui  '^piftniil 
Mosea  Iburst™ 
Frye  Bb.-,W 
GidiiOTi  Smith 
Elisha  J  hn-un 
Uriah  Cliimbeilin 
John  Toiem™ 
Abia.1  ChimbPihn 
Venice  Meith 
Kathaniel  Chamlieiiin 
Stephen  McConnall 
Saml  Barnett 
Hagne's  Jolmson 
Joiiathan  Buttertield 
Joii'n  fToudvun 
John  Hi]!' 
JohnlJislptin^ 
Joseph  fl  liita 
Jacob  Kent 
Robt  Ilunkins 
Ebenezer  White 
Sinieijn  Steplieus 
Ezeldal  Col  boy 
Aboer  Foivlor 
Abner  Fowler  Junr 
John  tJuttiiig 
Ltvy  SylvesiHt 
Koheniiiib  Love  well 
Josh:  CbamberliQ 
Richd  Chambcrlin 
Enoch  Hall 
Danl  Hal! 


John  Taplin  Jnnr 
Eobt  Hasletine 
Jacob  Fowler 

MooB.E  Town. 
Eobt  Ktnnady 
James  Horner 
David  Thompson 
"William  Thompson 
William  Bell 
Ebenezer  Martin 
John  Martin 
Obededim  Saimdera 
Hoah  White 
Ephiaim  Martin 
Nathl  Martin 
John  Peters 
Saml  Miller 
J^lne9Miiler 
Matthew  Miller 
James  Aikin 
Jesse  McParlia 
Saml  Gait 
Saml  McDuffie 
Hezikiah  Sillaway 
Amos  Davis 
Benj  Jenkins 
Ephraim  Collins 
Hiyii  Miller 
John  'lawyer 
Be'noni  Wright 
Widdow  Hannah  Sleeper 
Samuel  Davis 

Babnbtt,  Rikgatb  Ltjn- 

ENBUKOa  a  GUILUHAI.L. 

Aaron  Hosniir 
Jacob  Hall 
Elijah  Hall 
Uriah  Moss 
Ruben  Powers 
Timothy  Naih 
Ebenezer  Richardson 
John  Sawyer 


Enoch  Hall 

Thktiord 
Samuel  Giliett 
Jonn  Howard 
Noah  Sweetlon 
John  Colson 
Joseph  Downer 
Joseph  Horaeford 
Benj  Colboro 
Rabeu  Strong 
John  Strong 
William  Moore 
Israel  Smith 
Saml  Wise 
Saml  Osborne 
Ebenezer  Green 
Abner  Chamfaerlio 
David  Chamberlin 
Elijah  Howard 
Edwd  Howard 
Thos  Chumley. 
Bnj.  Chamberlin 
Timothy  Bartholomew 
Jon-  Suniney 
Abner  Howard 
Peter  Grant 
Edwd  Howard  Junr 
John  Chamberlin 
Richd  BaKter 
Amos  Chamberlin 
Elihu  Horseford 

Stavfobd. 
James  Pinnocfc 
Wm  Chamberlin 
Wm  Pinnock 
Ezekiel  Parish 
Isaac  Baldwin 
Danl  West 
Aaron  Pinnock 
Saml  Pinnock 
Jesse  Pinnock 
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ESQ.  MUNRO  TO  SECY  BAKYAE. 

Fowlis,  May  30""  1771, 
Sir. 

I  inclose  you  different  affida\  itn  taken  before  me  concerning 
the  conduct  of  the  Inb  ibitanta  oi  this  County  in  order  that  the 
Government  may  dt  sumethmg  Speedily  to  prevent  their  Riot- 
ous behaviour  eveiy  person  that  pretends  to  be  a  fi'riend  to  this 
Government  are  in  danger  of  both  Life  and  property,  for  my 
own  part  I  have  done  every  thing  that  might  be  means  to  prevail, 
but  all  to  no  purpose  for  every  act  of  Friendship  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  Ministers  of  Justice  shows  them  seems  to  rajs  their 
Spirits  as  if  the  whole  Government  were  afraid  of  them.  They 
assemble  themselves  togither  in  the  night  time  and  throws  down 
all  the  Yorkers  Fences  &«  as  we  are  called  and  Drives  the  cattle 
into  the  Filds  and  meadows  and  destroys  both  Grass  and  corn, 
and  do  every  mischief  they  can  think  of  Pardon  the  imperfec- 
tion of  this  and  the  other  papers  hercH  ith  sent  you  as  I  am  in 
confution  my  House  being  full  of  Rioters  and  the  Felon  that 
Shot  the  Horse  going  to  Goal  which  the  Constable  secured,  and 
by  his  confession  two  more  are  concerned,  but  I  doubt  if  we  can 
secure  them.     I  am  in  hast  Sir 

Your  Obed'  Servant 

John  Mdsro. 

To  Goldsbrow  Baynard  Esq' 


AFFIDAVITS  ENCLOSED. 
Albany  County  ss  :  Personally  appeared  before  me  one  Samuel 
Willoughby  one  of  His  Majestys  Constables  for  the  County  afore- 
said and  made  Oath  that  on  the  id^  day  of  this  Instant  May  ho 
was  overtaken  on  the  Kings  highway  by  Thomas  Frinch  Charles 
Bullin  and  Martin  Powel  of  Prince  Town  with  a  number  of 
other  Rioters  whoes  Names  to  this  defendant  is  unknown  (all 
armed  with  Clubs)  that  the  said  French  laid  hold  of  the  depond' 
with  his  Club  over  his  head  and  threatned  his  life  unless  he 
would  carry  off  the  writt  of  Ejectment  which  the  Depend*  liad 
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served  upon  the  said  Frenchs  wife  in  liis  absence,  which  tlie 
Depond-t  refused  to  do,  upon  which  the  said  Bullin  came  up  and 
laid  it  upon  his  arm  and  obliged  him  to  bring  it  off  or  his  life  be 
ja  danger. 

Samuel  Willoughby. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Fowlis  this 
17  Day  of  May  1771. 

John  Munho,  Justice. 


Personally  appeared  before  me  Samuel  Munro  of  Wollomsaek 
who  went  as  an  assistant,  to  the  said  Willoughby  and  made  oath 
tliat  he  was  present  when  the  Rioters  above  mentioned  persued 
them  and  that  what  is  set  forth  in  tlie  above  afidavid  is  true 
and  that  the  said  Rioters  threatned  to  tiee  the  Depond'  to  a  tree 
and  flog  him  if  he  did  not  go  off, 

Samuel  BJuNao. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Fowlis  this 
17tb  day  of  May  1771. 

John  Munro  Justice. 


Albany^:  Personally  appeared  before  me  Samuel  Willoughby 
one  of  His  Majesty's  Constables  for  the  County  of  Albany  afore- 
said and  made  [oatli]  that  on  the  night  of  the  23''  day  of  this 
Instant  May,  being  under  tlie  necessity  of  going  to  Bennington 
to  serve  some  Executions,  he  lodged  at  the  House  of  Samuel 
Saford  m  said  Town,  that  about  the  hours  of  nine  or  ten  of  the 
clock  at  night  the  family  was  allarmed  by  the  firing  of  a  Gun^ 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  Si"!  the  depend'  went  to  the  Earn 
where  he  put  up  his  Horse  the  evening  before,  and  found  the 
Barn  Door  oppen  and  His  Horse  shot  Dead;  by  som  of  the  Inha- 
bitants as  he  supposes. 

Samuel  Willochby. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Fowlis  this 
25  day  of  May  1771 

John  Munro  Justice. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


712  coHTROVEusy 

Albany  Uounty  ss:  Personally  appeared  before  me  one  David 
Wiug  of  liiwfall  age  and  made  Oath,  tliat  on  or  about  the  21** 
day  of  May  last,  lie  was  commanded  to  the  assistance  of  Samuel 
Pease  one  of  his  Majestys  constables  for  the  county  aforesaldj 
in  order  to  take  Thomas  French  of  Prince  Town  for  Rioting, 
with  several  others  that  npon  their  cqmming  within  the  bounds 
of  sajd  Town  they  were  met  with,  by  a  number  of  Eioters  all 
witli  clubs  excepting  two  which  had  Guns,  that  one  shot  was 
fired  at  them  out  of  the  woods,  but  Done  no  Damage,  that  upon 
their  coming  up  to  the  said  French's  House  they  found  it  sur- 
rounded by  a  much  greater  number  of'  men  vowing  against  the 
Constable  and  his  party  and  that  he  should  carry  no  man  out  of 
Town  that  if  he  happened  to  carry  one  of  tliem  to  Goal,  the 
Goal  should  not  stand  three  weeks.  Dammed  the  Rascally  yorkers 
Esq'  Munro'  and  all  his  authority  with  many  such  other 
expressions, 

David  Wing, 

Swom  before  me  at  Fowlis  lliis 
2'i  day  of  June  1771 

JoHK  MuNEO  -Justice. 

In  Council  S'^  July  1771 — Ordered  that  the  Deputy  Secretary 
do  write  to  the  Slierif  of  the  County  of  Albany,  enclosing  him 
copies  of  the  preceding  affidavits,  and  signifying  his  Excellencys 
Directions  that  he  should  apply  to  M^  Justice  Munro  tor  a 
Warrant  or  Warrants  for  apprehending  the  said  Eioters,  and  that 
lie  sho'.iId  exert  himself  in  taking  them,  that  they  may  be  brought 
to  justice. 


THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  THE   PRIVY 
COUNCIL. 

[London  Doc;  XLin.] 

To  the   Right  Honi"!^  the  Lords  of  the  Commitee  of 
His  Majestys  most  honii'^  Privy  Council  for  Plan- 
tation Affairs. 
My  Lords 

Pursuant  to  your  Lordships   Order  of  the  5  day  of  July  1770 
we  did  on  the  13  day  of  that  montli  take  into  Our  Consideration 
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the  humble  Petition  of  several  officers  and  Soldiers  w"io  served 
in  North  America  during  the  late  war,  and  were  reduced  at  the 
peace  setting  forth,  "  That  in  pursuance  of  His  Majestys  Uoyal 
"  Proclamation  of  tlie  7  of  October  1763,  they  did  obtain  war- 
"  rants  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  his  Majesty's  Province 
"of  New  Yorli  for  sundry  tracts  ofLandtobe  surveyed  and 
"  also  patents  for  divers  Tracts  of  Lands  in  the  Northern  parts  of 
"  the  said  Province  which  Lands  the  petitioners  alledge  do  yet 
"  remain  unsettled  owing  to  a  Claim  of  several  grantees  tuider 
"  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  as  also  to  a  late  Instmc- 
"  tion  of  his  Majesty  to  his  Gov  of  New  York  restraining  him 
"  from  malting  any  furtlier  Grants  in  these  parts,  till  his  Majesty^ 
"  Royal  pleasure  shall  he  known  and  humbly  praying  his 
"  Majesty  to  permit  the  Governor  of  Nert'  York  to  Grant  Lands 
"  to  such  of  the  Petitioners,  at  whose  expence  they  have  been 
"  located  &  surveyed  ;  and  to  confirm  to,others  the  Grants  which 
"  have  already  been  made  ;"  a  request  of  such  a  nature  from 
persons  so  respectable  and  meritorious  induced  the  fullest  atten- 
tion to  it,  as  it  appeared  to  us  by  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsbourough  communicated  to 
us  by  his  Lordship,  tliat  the  Council  of  that  province  were  pre- 
paring, in  order  to  transmit  to  his  Majesty  for  his  consideration 
a  full  state  of  the  claims  to  Lands  in  that  District  under  Grants 
from  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  we  thought  fit  to 
postpone  any  Report  to  your  Lordships  on  this  Case,  until  that 
Representation  should  be  received  as  no  such  Representation  has 
yet  however  been  transmitted,  and.as  his  Majestys  Governor  of 
New  York  has  repeatedly  and  in  the  strongest  terms  represented 
the  necessity  there  ia,  as  well  in  Justice  to  the  case  of  the  reduced 
officers  as  in  propriety  with  respect  to  his  Majestys  service,  that 
5ome  speedy  determination  should  be  had  concerning  that  very 
valuable  and  extensive  tract  of  Land,  which  in  consequence  of 
those  Claims  remains  in  great  part  unsettled  and  unimproved, 
and  in  which  the  greatest  disorders  are  committed  it  becomes 
our  duty  no  longer  to  delay  making  our  Report  to  your  Lord- 
ships upon  a  matter,  which  in  every  light  wherein  it  can  be 
viewed,  seems  to  us  of  great  importance. 
Youi'  Lordships  are  already  apprized  by  former  Reports  of 
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this  Board  ot  the  very  extraordinary  circumstances  accompany- 
ing  the  Grants  made  within  this  District  hy  the  late  Governor 
of  New  Hampshire  and  wlien  we  consider  liow  extravagant  those 
Grants  are  with  respect  to  tlie  quantity  of  Lands  they  contain 
and  combine  that  consideration  witli  the  many  irregularities  and 
improprieties  attending  them  in  other  respects  we  liave  no  doubt 
that  they  would  upon  examination  be  found  nuU  &  void  But 
this  is  a  matter  which  cannot  depend  upon  any  opinion  of  Ours, 
and  is  a  consideration  which  leads  to  questions  that  cannot  now 
be  entered  into'  without  laying  the  foundation  for  further  delay 
in  a  matter  that  seems  to  require  immediate  decision. 

We  are  sensible  how  difficult  it  will  be  in  a  case  where  so 
many  opposite  interests,  depending  upon  Claims  under  very  dif- 
ferent circumstances  J  are  to  be  considered  to  suggest  any  propo- 
sitions tliat  will  coincide  entirely  with  the  hopes  and  expectations 
of  all  parties  but  when  we  reflect  how  important  it  is  to  all  to 
have  some  speedy  determination  We  cannot  but  flatter  Ourselves 
that  they  will  readily  acquiesce  in  any  reasonable  conditions, 
that  can  be  proposed  to  them  and  as  this  appears  to  us  to  be  the 
only  probable  method  of  bringing  this  matter  to  a  speedy  issue 
we  shall  beg  leave  in  the  first  place  to  state  to  yonr  Lordships 
those  claims  which  appear  to  us  to  be  objects  of  consideration  & 
in  the  next  place  suggest  what  seems  to  us  reasonable  to  be 
rroposed  with  regard  thereto. 

The  Claim  that,  seems  to  us  to  deserve  attention  in  the  first 
place  is  that  of  those  persons  who  possess  Lands  in  tliis  District 
under  Grants  legally  and  properly  obtained  from  the  Government 
of  New  York  antecedent  to  any  pretence  set  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Hampshire  to  exercise  the  power  of  granting 
Lands  to  the  westward  of  Connecticut  River  and  before  any 
such  Grants  were  made  From  the  best  intbrmation  we  have  been 
able  to  collect  relative  to  this  Claim,  it  is  confined  to  two  or 
three  Grants  but  a  small  part  of  which  lies  on  the  East  of  the 
XJreen  Mountains  the  Country  to  the  west  of  which  was  at  all 
times  before  the  unwarrantable  Claims  set  up  in  consequence  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants  admitted  ineontestably  to  be  within 
the  province  of  New  York  and  therefore  we  cannot  but  be  of 
opinion  that  the  proprietors  of  those  Grants  should  not  be  dis 
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tnrbed  in  their  possessions  on  the  Ground  of  Claims  derived 
from  these  subsequent  Grants  af  the  Government  of  New 
Hampshire, 

The  claim  that  in  the  second  place  seems  to  us  to  merit  attention 
is  that  of  those  persons  who  in  consequence  of  the  Grants  from  the 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  have  made  actual  Settlement 
and  Improvement  of  any  Lands  not  comprehended  within  the 
limits  of  the  possessions  above  stated ;  for  however  disputable 
their  titles  may  be  upon  the  Ground  of  the  Grants  themselves 
yet  there  always  has  been  &  we  think  there  always  ought 
to  be  in  the  Plantations  an  attention  to  actual  Settlement  and 
Improvement,  that  in  cases  where  the  possession  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  Rights  of  others  ought  to  liave  preference  to  any 
other  consideration  ;  and  therefore  we  tliiak,  that  persons  linder 
this  description  ought  to  be  left  in  entire  possession  of  such 
Lands  as  they  have  actually  cultivated  and  improved  subject  to  no 
other  condition  or  reservation  either  of  Quit-Rent  or  otherwise 
than  what  is  contained  in  the  Grants  under  which  they  claim. 

The  third  Claim  and  indeed  the  only  remaining  one  which 
appears  to  us  to  merit  particular  indulgence  is  that  of  the  reduced 
officers  and  Soldiers,  as  well  those  comprehended  within  the 
petition  referred  to  us  by  your  Lordships  as  all  others  under 
the  like  circumstances  who  may  have  obtained  warrants  from  the 
Government  of  New  York  for  the  Survey  of  Lands  to  them  in 
this  disti'ict  the  possession  of  which  Lands  has  been  obstructed 
by  the  pretensions  of  those  clatining  under  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants ;  and  with  regard  to  these  persons  we  cannot  but  be  of 
opinion  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  carrying  their  Grants  into 
effect,  provided  however  that  the  surveys  under  which  they 
claim  do  not  include  Lands  whicli  were  actually  &  bona  fide 
settled  and  improved  by  persons  claiming  under  Giants  fiom  the 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire  antecedent  to  such  nariantsof 
Survey  ;  who  we  think  for  the  reasons  already  given  ought  not 
to  be  disturbed  in  their  possessions  on  any  account  hut  that  if 
any  such  case  should  exist  the  officer  or  soldier,  claiming  such 
Land  under  warrant  of  survey  from  the  Government  of  New 
York  should  have  compensation  made  to  him  by  an  adequate 
Grant  in  some  otlier  part  of  the  district. 
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With  regard  to  tlie  remainder  of  the  Lands  contained  in  this 
extensive  District  which  if  tlie  foregoing  propositions  cau  by 
consent  of  tlie  parties  interested  be  carried  into  effect  will  remain 
for  His  Majestys  diposal  tliey  are  on  all  hands  represented  to  be 
of  great  value  &  Importance  not  only  from  their  natural  situation 
&  fertility  but  as  including  very  extensive  Tracts  containing 
large  growth  of  white  pine  Trees,  and  of  other  Timber  fit  for 
Naval  purposes  and  wh6n  we  consider  the  great  advantage  of 
them  in  this  light  it  is  our  duty  in  Conformity  to  what  we 
humbly  represented  to  His  Majesty  on  the  24  day  of  July  1767 
respecting  the  preservation  of  wood  Lands  in  America,  to 
recommend  to  your  Lordships  to  advise  His  Majesty  not  to  allow 
any  further  Grants  to  be  made,  or  warrants  of  survey  issued  for 
any  Lands  within  this  District ;  until  the  person  who  in  conse- 
quence of  that  Representation  has  been  appointed  Surveyor 
for  that  Division  of  North  America  in  which  this  district  is  incla- 
ded  shall  have  carried  his  Instructions  into  execution  &  shall  have 
marked  out,  for  Reservation  to  His  Majesty  such  parts  of  it,  as 
shall  contain  any  considerable  growth  of  Trees  fit  for  the  purposes 
above  mentioned. 

When  this  service  shall  have  been  executed  we  see  no  reason 
why  the  residue  of  the  Land  may  not  be  laid  open  to  settlement 
&  improvement  from  his.. Majesty ;  but  we  can  by  no  means 
recommend  to  your  Lordships  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  suffer  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  New  York  to  dispose  of  the  said  Lands 
either  upon  the  terms  or  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
hitherto  exercised  that  power. 

The  well  known  fei'tility  &  particular  advantage  of  these 
Lands  arising  from  their  situation  in  the  midst  of  a  well  settled 
and  cultivated  Country  render  them  we  conceive  far  more 
valuable  than  those  which  lye  more  distant  &  remote  and  we  see 
no  reason  why  his  Majesty  may  not  in  this  case  at  least  reasonably 
expect  tlie  same  advantages  which  the  proprietors  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maryland  &  Pennsylvania  derive  from  tiie  Grants  of  their 
waste  and  uncultivated  Lands  who  over  and  above  a  Quit  Rent 
nearly  double  what  is  reserved  on  Lands  Granted  by  the  Governor 
&  Council  of  New  York,'  receive  five  pounds  for  every  hundred 
acres,  which  is  required  to  be  paid  to  their  respective  receivers 
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whose  certificate  of  sucli  payment  is   made  an  indispensable 
requisite  for  obtaining  a  warrant  of  Survey  for  tlie  Lands. 

We  have  hitlierto  avoided  stating  to  your  Lordships  the 
pretensions  of  those  persons  who  claim  the  possession  of  Lands 
in  this  district  under  tlie  exorbitant  Grants  from  the  Governor 
of  New  Hampshire  but  who  bave  not  taken  any  steps  towards 
acquiring  possession  of  the  Land  or  for  seating  or  improving 
tlie  same  We  are  persuaded  your  Lordships  will  agree  with  ua 
in  opinion  that  combining  this  circumstance  of  neglect  of 
improvement  with  the  little  degree  "of  attention,  which  is  due  to 
the  grants  themselves,  from  the  manner  &  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  passed  the  claims  of  these  persons  can  or  ought 
to  have  in  a  general  view  of  them  little  weight  in  the  present 
consideration,  In  order  however  to  avoid  all  possible  ground  of 
complaint  and  to  give  facility  to  the  execution  of  what  is  pro- 
posed in  the  cases  already  stated  we  submit  it  to  your  Lord- 
ships Consideration  whethet  it  may  not  be  advisable  after  the 
Reservations  above  mentioned  for  naval  purposes  have  been 
made,  that  such  of  the  Grantees  as  shall  before  a  certain  day  to  be 
fixed  by  proclamation  apply  by  petition  tojourMajestys  Governor 
and  Council  of  New  Tork  for  Grants  of  Land  within  the  said 
District,  may  receivje  warrants  of  Survey  for  such  parts  of  the 
said  Lands  -as  they  shall  chuse  in  quantity  proportioned  to  their 
ability  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  same  ;  with  this  Restriction 
however,  that  no  one  of  the  said  persons,  so  applying  shall 
either  in  his  or  her  own  name  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any 
other  person  or  perons  in  trust  for  him  or  her  receive  more  than 
five  hundred  acres,  the  said  Grantees  not  to  be  subject  to  payment 
of  the  purchase  money  above  recommended,  or  .  to  any  other 
terms  or  conditions  than  what  are  usually  contained  in  Grants 
from  His  Majestys  Governor  of  Tfew  York  under  the  ; 
Instructions. 

We  ai'e  aware  that  the  Claims  of  persons  under  this  ^ 
description  must  vary  in  their  Circumstances ;  and  that  a 
regard  and  attention  may  be  due  to  one  than  ought  to  be  si 
to  another  ;  but  it  is  we  fear  impossible  to  distinguish  any  differ- 
ent Case  ;  and  we  humbly  conceive  it  is  the  less  necessaiy  in  as 
much  as  these  General  Regulations  will  not  preclude  any  parti- 
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cular  persons  who  think  themselves  intitled  to  particular  Indul- 
gence, from  making  such  application  tliereupon  as  tliey  shall 
think  proper. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  observe  to  your  Lordships  that  there 
is  another  Claim  of  interest  in  tliese  Lfinds  which  as  it  stands 
upon  Grounds  very  different  from  these  already  stated  ;  requires 
a  seperate  consideration  &  that  belongs-  to  the  Society  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  parts ;  who  claim  his 
Majestys  consideration  in  consequence  of .  their  having  in  each 
of  the  Townships  granted  by  M'  Wentworth  a  Reservation  of 
five  hundred  acres  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  the  laudable 
and  pious  piirposea  of  their  institution  into  effect. 

As  this  claim  of  the  above  Society  has  already  been  considered 
as  meriting  his  Majestys  attention  and  was  as  we  conceive  in 
Great  measure  the  foundation  of  that  Instruction  to  his  Majestys 
Governor  of  New  York,  by  which  the  lands  in  this  district  were 
lockt  up  from  settlement,  until  his  Majestys  further  order  were- 
known,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  consider  in  What  step  an  adequate 
compensation  can  be  made  for  it,  and  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  ^o 
your  Lordships,  whether  such  consideration  may  not  be  most 
properly  obtained,  &  every  other  Religious  Establishment  for 
which  Reservations  were  made  in  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
effectually  pi-ovided  for,  by  subjecting  every  Grant  which  shall 
be  made  of  Lands  within  this  district  in  consequence  of  the 
above  proposals  to  the  payment  to  the  said  Society  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  GospeU  of  one  Shilling  proclamation  p  annum 
for  every  hundred  Acres,  over  &  above  the  Quit  Rent  payable 
to  his  Majesty ;  &  that  it  be  recommended  to  tlie  said  Society 
that  the  monies  arising  therefrom  be  applied  solely  to  the 
purposes  of  providing  Ministers  and  School  Masters  for  that 
District. 

If  these  propositions  should  meet  with  your  Lordships  appro- 
bation &  his  Majesty  should  upon  your  Lordships  advice  think 
fit  to  adopt  them  we  do  not  apfirehehd  that  any  difficulty  will 
arise  on  the  part  of  tliose,  whose  diflerent  Claims  are  meant  to 
be  provided  for  or  tha'  iny  other  measure  will  be  necessary  for 
the  present,  than  merely  a  transmission  of  the  propositions 
themselves  to  his  Majesty's  Governor  of  New  York  with  the 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


KEW   HAMPSHIRE   GEAKTS.  719 


signification  of  liis  Majestys  pleasure  that  the  said  propositions 
be  made  Publicb  in  such  manner  as  that  all  persons  interested 
therein  may  have  notice  and  that  the  Governor  and  Council  do 
within  a  reasonable  time  thereafter  proceed  to  confirm  to  the 
reduced  officers  by  Grant  the  property  of  such  Lands  for  which 
tliey  have  obtained  waiTants  with  exception  only  to  such  parts 
as  may  have  been  seated  and  improved  by  the  Claimants  under 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  antecedent  to  the  date  of  such 
warrants. 

We  further  beg  leave  to  submit  to  yottr  Lordships,  whether  it 
may  not  be  proper  in  order  to  prevent  disputes  &.  for  effectually 
securing  the  settlers  under  New  Hampshire  Grants  In  the  pos- 
session of  what  they  have  already  settled  and  improved  confortQ- 
able  to  what  is  before  proposed  that  the  actual  state  of  such 
seating  and  improvement  should  be  ascertained  by  a  Jiu-y  of 
disinterested  persons,  to  be  summoned  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Sheriff  of  the  County  in  which  the  lands  lye,  whose  return 
thereof  with  a  plot  &,  description  thereunto  annexed  of  the  Lands 
so  seated  and  improved,  being  registred  in  the  County  Court 
will  be  a  full  evidence  upon  Record  of  the  title  in  case  any 
Question  sliould  hereafter  arise  thereupon. 

With  regard  to  the  lands  proposed  to  be  granted  to  other 
persons  claiming  under  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  but  who 
have  made  no  settlement  or  improvement  whatever  the  execu- 
tion of  what  is  submitted  in  their  case  as  well  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Residue  of  the  Lands  which  will  remain  for  his  Majesty's 
disposal,  within  this  district,  must  be  suspended  until  the  coun- 
try has  been  surveyed  with  a  view  to  proper.  ReservatioDs  of 
Woodlands  for  the  supply  of  masting  &  timber  for  the  Royal 
Navy  according  to  the  directions  already  given  for  that  purpose; 
and  we  are  of  opinion  that  tlie  Instructions  to  be  given  to  the 
Governor  of  New  York  in  the  latter  case  cannot  be  too  explicit 
and  precise  in  order  to  guard  against  those  irregularities  & 
abuses  wliich  we  are  concerned  to  say  have  but  too  much 
prevailed  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  given  to  his  Majestys 
[governoi-s]  in  America,  for  the  granting  of  lands  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  his  Majestys  interest  to  the  discouragement  of 
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Industry  and  m  many  Instances  to  the  apprehension  of  t!:e  sub 
ject  by  t!ie  exaction  of  exorbitant  &  unreasonable  Fees 
We  ate  my  Lords  your  Lordships- 
most  obedient  and  most  Immble  Servants 
Hillsborough 
SoAME  Jesyns 
E.  Eliot 
John  Roberts 
Whitehall  Wm.  FiTZHEaBERT 

June  6,  1771.  Thomas  Whately 


GOVEENOH  TIIYON  TO  JUSTICES  SKEENE,  MUNRO  &c. 

New  York  24"'  August  1771. 
Gentlemen 

The  inclosed  Copy  of  a  petition  lately  preferred  to  me  ivill 
inform  you  of.  a  Riot  and  Breach  of  the  Peace  committed  on  the 
ll""  of  June  near  Argyle  Town,  by  one  Cocliran  and  fourteen 
armed  men,  in  violently  assaulting  and  dispossessing  Donald 
Mclntire  and  the  other  complainants  of  Lands  granted  to  them 
by  this  government  and  then  under  their  actual  improve- 
ment. The  dangerous  Tendency  of  such  Disorders  calls  loud- 
ly for  the  Exertion  of  tlie  Civil  Authority,  and  it  is  by  the 
advice  Of  his  Majesty's  Council  that  I  now  recommend  this  as 
matter  highly  deserving  your  consideration,  and  that  you  will 
after  the  fullest  Enquiry  as  to  the  Facts,  and  Sufficient  Proof 
of  the  Force,  give  the  Petitioners  the  Relief  directed  by  the 
Statutes  of  forcible  Entry,  or  such  other  Redress  as  the  case 
shall  appear  to  you  to  Require  Transmitting  to  me  as  soon  as 
may  be  a  particular  account  of  your  proceedings  in  consequence 
hereof  with  such  examinations  as  shall  be  taken  before  you. 
To  Philip  Skeene,  John  Munro,  Patrick  Smith  and  John  McComb 

Esq"  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Albany  or  any 

two  or  more   of  them   or   any   of  the   other  Justices  of  the 

County. 
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Brattleborough  18*''  Septera>-  1771. 
Sir, 

As  I  presume  Information  of  Every  movement  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Hampshire  to  obtain  tlie  Lands  on  the  west  bank 
of  Connecticut  River  to  be  annexed  to  that  Government  will  be 
agreeable  to  you  and  the  better  enable  this  Government  to 
disconect  their  planns  of  Incroacbment  I  give  this  Information 
(Viz-) 

The  Governour  some  time  tlie  fore  part  of  last  winter  Requested 
the  General  Assembly  to  make  a  Grant  fo  Defray  tlie  charge  of 
exploring  Connecticut  Eiver  to  its  Source  and  making  a  plann 
of  it  to  send  to  England  (as  I  am  infor]ned)  to  shew  tliat  the 
River  Comes  more  from  the  East  than  has  hitherto  been  Imma- 
gined,  and  so  much  from  the  East  as  not  to  Touch  the  45"" 
degree  of  Northern  Latitude ;  tliat  the  Assembly  declining  to 
make  the  Grant,  the  Governor  at  his  own,  and  the  charge  of 
some  others  wjho  subscribed  sent  M'  Benjn  Whiting  and  M' 
Grant  on  the  business  with  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  Recom- 
mending it  to. all  pel-sons  of  Connecticut  River  (Friends  to  the 
Government  of  New  Hampshire)  to  contribute  towards  enabling 
the  Parties  to  proceed  and  Effect  tlie  business.  Representing 
that  it  was  liliely  the  Effect  of  the  Survey  would  be  the  exten- 
sion of  tlie  Jurisdiction  of  New  Hampshire  to  those  Lands  &", 
that  in  consequence  of  this  Letter  considerable  Contributions 
from  Divers  persons  near  the  River  banlc  was  obtained  by  Wliit- 
ing  and  he  proceeded  on  the  business  ; 

The  inanner  of  liis  proceeding  and  the  Probability  of  a  Fraud 
in  Wiiitings  Chart  of  tlie  River  is  in  Few  words  expressed  in 
the  enclosed  deposition— the  deposition  perhaps  might  iiave  been 
more  parficuUr  had  there  been  Time — but  the  Secrets  of  this 
Supposed  Frandilent  Survey  was  unknown  to  me  untiU-  this 
morning,  when  M'  John  Grout  came  here  with  M'  How  the 
deponent  and  gave  me. the  Information  and  as  I  was  obliged  to 
begg  the  Favour  of  a  Gentleman  on  a  Journey  thro'  Springfield 
to  Tarry  untiU  the  deposition  was  Made  and  these  Lines  wrote  will 
account  tor  the  Reason  why  neither  the  one  or  the  otJier  is  more 

Vol.  IV.  46 
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particulac  as  I  am  unwilling  to  omitt  this  opportunity  of  Leay- 
ing  this  Information  in  the  Post  OiSce  there  (viz  at  Spilngfield) 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add  only  that  the  Plann  of  the  Survey 
is  gone  to  England  and  Govemour  Wentworth  Inlbrms  the 
friends  of  that  Government  that  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  of 
the  Lands  on  the  West  bank  being  annexed  to  New  Hampshire 
that  if  you  apprehend  anything  furthef  can  be  done  by  one  iis 
Favour  of  this  government  shall  be  glad  of  the  Information  ; 
am  your  Hi^i*  Serv^ 

Samll  Wells 
John  Tabor  Kemp  Esquire. 

P.  S.  Grant  who  assisted  Whiting  is  a  person  within  age  and 
a  Servant  of  Captain  Holland. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  NEHEMIAH  HOWE. 

New  York  Cumberland  County.  Nehemiah  Howe  of  Putney 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  Province  of  New  York  Gen- 
tleman canie  before  me  Samuel  WelJs  Esquire  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas  for  the  said  County  of  Cumberland 
and  one  of  his  Majesties  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  same 
County  and  being  Sworn  on  the  Holy  evangelists  deposeth  and 
Saith 

That  this  deponent  assisted  Mess'''  Whiting  and  Grant  in  Feb- 
ruary and  March  Last  in  their  pretended  Survey  of  Connecticut 
River  from  wiiere  the  Same  enters  the  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  Near  to  what  they  Said  Whiting  and  Grant  caUed 
the  Head  of  the  River. 

That  this  deponant  began  to  assist  at  Charlestown  and  from 
there  went  up  the  River  near  to  the  place  the  said  Whiting  and 
Grant  called  the  Head. 

That  tliis  deponent  conceives  the  Survey  w^s  Intended  to  be 
exact  as  far  as  to  some  Miles,  distance  above  Lancaster— but 
from  there  to  what  on  that  Survey  took  tlie  Name  of  the  head 
of  the  River,  this  Deponent  is  sure  that  Neither  M'  Whiting 
Grant  or  any  other  person  in  the  Party  can  be  possibly  able  to 
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1  the:  Poiiila  of  the  Compass  of  the  channel  of  the  Eiver 
or  tlie  Length  of  way  as  the  whole  party  Travelled  two  days  oa 
She  Kiver  without  Setting  the  Compass  or  Measureing,  both 
going  up  the  River  and  Coming  Down,  to  this  deponants  best 
knowledge  and  belief,  in  which' two  days  the  Party  supposed 
and  this  deponent  believes  they  Travelled  not  less  than  forty 
miles. 

That  'some  distance  above  the  Township  of  Lancaster,  but 
how  great  distance  this  deponent  cannot  say,  a  Branch  from  the 
east  falls  into  the  Main  River  ;  there  the  said  Whiting  Grant 
(«id  the  whole  patty  Left  the  main  River  and  followed  the 
branch  that  falls  in  from  the  east,  and  near  tlie  Head  of  that 
Branch  gave  the  name  of  the  head  of  the  River,  which  place  on 
tliat  Branch  this  deponant  says  is  so  far  from  being  the  Head  of 
Connecticut  River,  that  it  Is  no  more  than  the  Head  of  a  River 
that  falls  into  the  said  River  Connecticutt.  And  further  saith 
not. 

Nehemiah  Howe. 

Sworn  this  18">  day  of  September 
A.D  1771  before  me 

Samll  Wells. 


PETITION  OF  JOHN  MUNEO  TO  BE  APPOINTED  SHEEIFF 
OF   ALBANY. 

To  his  Escelleney  Will""  Tyron  Esq''  Cap*  General 
&  Govern''  In  Chief  in  &  over  tlie  prorince  of 
New  York  &  the  Territories  depending  thereon 
in  America,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same. 
The  Memorial  of  John  Monro . 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  memorialist  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Albany  these  15  years  past.  That  he  has  been  in  the 
Office  of  a  Justice  of  Peace  for  these  4  years  past,  during  which 
time,  he  hopes  he  has  exerted  himself  ■with  propriety  in  the 
adininistration  thereof,  tho'  attended  with  imcommon  difSculties, 
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arising  from  the  conduct  of  the  Inhabitants,  many  of  whom  are 
well  known  to  stand  in  opposition  to  the  lawful  authority  of  this 
Province. 

Tliat  notwithstanding  the  several  proclamations  issued  by 
your  predecessors,  in  the  Government,  and  also  Kings  writs  for 
apprehending  and  bringing  to  justice  the  said  rioters  and  opposers 
of  authority  in  that  County,  Tliese  have  as  yet.remained  unexe- 
cuted excepting  such  as  your  Memorialist  lias  accomplished  at 
the  great  risque  of  his  life  and  property  in  tlie  latter  having 
been  a  considerable  sulferer, 

That  your  Excellency's  memorialist  was  recommended  to  tlie 
Earl  of  Dunmore  while  in  the  administra'tion  for  the  office  of 
Sheriff  in  tlie  said  County,  and  tliat  he  was  to  have  obtained  the 
same,  had  his  Lordship  continued  in  tlie  Government  till  the 
.appointments  came  on. 

Tliese  are  Therefore  Praying  your  Excellency  for  the  grant 
of  the  said  Sheriftsliip  of  the  said  City  and  County  of  Albany  to 
your  Memorialist,  for  whose  character'and  connection,  lie  begs 
leave  humbly  to  recommend  your  Excellency  to  Col.  Joliri  Reid 
of  this  City  And  for  your  Memorialist's  particular  conduct  in 
this  Government,  he  requests  tlie  liberty  of  recommending  your 
Excellency  to  the  honourable  W"'  Smith,  and  the  honourable 
Hugh  Wallace  of  his  Majesty's  Council  and  for  your  Memoriahsts 
behaviour  as  a  Magistrate  he  refers  himself  to  the  character 
of  M''  Atto?  Gen'. 

Your  Excellencys  kind  Compliance  in  the  aforesaid 

will  your  Memorialist,  as  in  duty  bind  to  pray, 

John  Monro. 

New  York  20t''  Sept'  1771. 


DEPOSITION  OF  SAMUEL  GARDENIER. 

City  of  New  York,  ss ;  Samuel  Gardenier  of  Wallumscock,  in 
the  county  of  Albany,  yeoman,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith,  That  about  four  yeai-s  ago,  he  purchased  Three  hundred 
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and  Ten  acres  of  Land  lying  within  the  Patent  of  Wallumscock 
aforeSaidj  from  James  De  taneey  of  the  city  of  New  Yorii  Esq  j 
for  Three  Hundred  Pounds  which  he  paid  M^  De  Lancey  :  That 
tliis  Deponent  removed  upon  tiie  said  Farm  about  three  yeai-s 
ago  last  June  ;  That  he  found  one  Ichabod  Cross  settled  upon 
Part  of  the  Lands  he  so  purchased,  wlio  had  made  improvements 
thereon,  pretending  he  had  a  Eight  under  New  Hampshire. 
That  the  Deponent  being  unwilling  to  take  any  advantage  of  the 
Improvements  the  said  Cross  had  so  made,  entered  upon  an 
Arbitration  with  him  by  Bond,  in  the  Penalty  of  One  Thousand 
or  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  the  Deponent  not  having  his  papers 
with  him,  cannot  recollect  which,  to  abide  by  the  award  of 
Keferrees,  chosen  between  the  Deponent  and  the  said  Cross,  to 
settle  what  Allowance  the  Deponent  should  give  Cross,  for  the 
Improvements  he  had  so  made  upon  the  said  Land,  Cross  being 
also  bound  by  another  Bond  in  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  to  deliver 
the  Deponent  Possession  of  the  said  Land  so  occupied  by  Crossj 
That  the  Arbiti'ators  awarded  the  Deponent  to  pay  Cross  Twenty- 
five  Pounds,  for  one  Half  the  Improvements  so  made  by  him, 
and  to  suffer  him  to  enjoy  the  other  Hiilf  of  the  improved  Land 
(on  reserving  a  small  acknowledgment  only)  for  the  Term  of  live 
years.  That  Cross  ai'terwards  delivered  to  the  Deponent  posses- 
sion of  the  said  Laud  he  so  occupied,  and  Deponent  gave  him  a 
Lease  for  the  Half  of  what  he  had  Improved,  according  to  the 
said  award  ;  and  afterwards  paid  him  Fifteen  Pounds  in  Fart  of 
what  was  so  awarded,  and  tendered  since  to  pay  him  the  Balance, 
which  the  said  Cross  refused  to  accept.  Tliat  the  Deponent's 
Fences  were  frequently  pulled  down,  and  the  Cattle  suffered  to 
get  into  his  Grain.  That  when  he  complained  of  it,  he  was  told 
by  his  Neighbours,  he  had  better  quit  it  for  he  would  not  be 
suffered  to  live  in  Peace,  unless  he  would  give  up  to  Cross,  what 
he  had  before  obtained  from  him,  in  the  Manner  aforesaid  ;  and 
the  said  Cross,  in  particular,  told  the  Deponent,  that  he  expected 
to  get  the  Land  again ;  and  that  the  Yorkers — (meaning  the 
Owners  of  WHllumscoek  Patent)  had  no  good  Right  to  it,  for  it 
belonged  to  New  Hampshire.  That  the  Deponents  Fences  were 
thrown  down  some  Times  three  Times  in  a  Week,  and  it  was 
with  Difficulty   he  could  get  his  Neighbours  to  assist  him  in 
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putting  them  up,  for  fear  they  should  suffer  from  tlie  EesentmeM 
of  the  People  of  Bennington,  who  held  their  Lands  under  Tfew- 
Hampsliire.  John  Hogan,  in  particular;  having  informed  tlie 
Deponent  that  he  had  been  threatened  by  those  People  with  the 
same  Injuries,  if  he  gave  the  Deponent  any  assistance  inputting 
up  bis  Fences.  And  the  Deponent  furthfersaitb,  that  he  received 
frequent  intimations  that  bis  House  and  all  be  had  would  be 
destroyed,  and  this  Deponent  beat,  wounded  or  perhaps  killed 
by  the  People,  who  were  in  Possession  of  that  part  of  the 
Country,under  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire.  That  about 
the  beginning  of  August  last,  this  Deponent  being  at  bis  House, 
with  •his  Brother. in  Law,  Jacob  Grodt,  bia  wife  and  children,  & 
a  Negro  Slave,  be  was  alarmed  by  a  number'  of  Men  about  two 
Hours  before  Day-break,  who  came  on  Horse  back,  and  demanded 
to  see  the  Deponent,  saying  tliat  they  wanted  to  talk  to.bim  about 
New  Hampshire  Title.  That  the  Deponent  desired  them  to  go 
to  Albany,  where  they  could  meet  with  People  who  were  more 
Capable  to  talk  with  them  on  that  subject.  They  then  said  they 
came  up  on  the  Point  of  Justice,  and  bid  the  Deponent  come  out. 
That  tlie  Deponent's  Wife  observed  to  them,  that  it  was  an 
unsuitable  Time  to  do  Business,  and  that  they  ouglit  to  have 
come  in  the  Day,  to  which  they  answered  they  would  come  when 
they  had  a  Mind.  That  the  Deponent  told  them,  as  the  Truth 
really  was,  that  he  was  afraid  to  go  out  to  them,  on  which  they 
assured  the  Deponent,  that  tbey  would  not  hurt  bim,  and  the 
Deponent  thereupon  ventured  out  of  the  Door,  when  he  was 
immediately  surrounded  by  eleven  men,  some  of  them  disguised  in 
Blankets  like  Indians,  others  with  Handkercliiefs,  and  others  with 
Women's  caps  on  their  Heads,  some  of  them  with  black  Working 
Frocks,  and  some  armed  with  Sickles,  and  others  with  Clubs,  and 
one  with  a  Pistol.  That  they  asked  the  Deponent  whether  be 
was  willing  to  deliver  up  the  writings  and  Papers  which  had  been 
executed  to  bim  by  said  Cross,  for  lie  should  do  Cross  Justice, 
and  they  ivere  come  to  take  his  Part.  Tlie  Deponent  said  that  he 
thought  lie  had  done  Cross  full  Justice,  and  had  paid  Jiim  honestly; 
but  the  Deponent  being  much  terrified,  said  that  he  would  con- 
sider of  their  Demand.  That  they  seemed  dissatisfied  at  the  Depo- 
nent's requesting  Time  for  consideration,  and  insisted' that  he 
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should  deliver  up  those  Writings  immediately,  that  the  Deponent 
said,  that  if  he  was  willing  to  do  ittlien,it  would  not  be  possible, 
for  that  his  Writings  were  at  Albany.  Tliey  then  said  tliat  he 
sliould  go  next  morning  and  give  Cross  a  Bond  in  the  Penalty 
of  One  Thousand  Pounds,  to  return  him  his  Papers,  and  suffer 
iiim  to  enjoy  tlie  Land  Ss  he  had  done  before  liis  agreement  with 
the  Deponent.  That  the  Deponent  dechned  to  make  such 
Promise,  and  desired  Time  to  go  down  to  Kinderhook  and 
advise  with  his  Brother,  they  replied  that  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  ills  Brother;  and  one  of  them  swore  that  the  Deponent 
should  never  have  any  Benefit  from  the  Land  which  Cross  had 
given  up,  nor  fodder  any  of  the  Produce  of  it.  That  in  the 
End  they  gave  the  Deponent  a  Fortnight's  Time  to  deliver  up 
the  Papers,  and  told  the  Deponent,  that  if  he  did  not  do  it  by 
that  Time,  the  consequence  would  be  very  terrible  to  him,  for 
they  would  not  come  again  for  nothing ;  but  it  should  be  such  a 
day  to  Iiim  as  he  never  seen  since  he  was  born.  That  on  going 
away  they  said  they  would  pay  a  visit  to  Squire  Munroe.  That 
Deponent  next  day  applied  .to  the  said  Justice  Munroe,  who 
advised  him  to  consult  the  Gentlemen  of  Albany,  what  was  best 
to  be  done.  That  the  Deponent  had  a  Meeting  at  Albany,  with 
the  Mayor  of  Albany,  and  Justice  Blicker,  and  represented  his 
case  to  them,  That  they  informed  the  Deponent,  tliat  it  was  out 
of  their  Power  to  do  any  thing  for  him,  and  he  must  apply  to 
higher  authority.  That  the  Deponent  returned  back  to  his 
House,  at  Wallumscock,  very  uneasy,  and  was  tlien  informed 
that  the  Rioters  liad  reported  that  they  had  applied  to  him 
civilly,  but  that  if  he  did  not  do  as  he  was  ordered,  they  would 
come  the  next  time  Devil  like,  and  Times  should  be  worse  for  him. 
That  the  Deponent  continued  on  his  Farm  till  about  the  Expira- 
tion of  the  Fortnight,  which  the  Rioters  had  given  him  to  comply 
with  their  before  mentioned  demands,  of  restoring  the  Papers 
and  Possessions  to  the  said  Cross ;  the  last  Afternoon  of  wliieh 
Fortnight,  one  James  Eabcock  called  at  the  Deponent's  House, 
and  (as  this  Deponent  was  informed  by  his  Wife)  left  a  Message 
with  lier  for  tiie  Deponent ;  that  it  was  best  for  him  to  go  out 
of  the  Way,  tor  the  Rioters  were  so  violent  and  enraged,  tliat  he 
thought  it  would  be  unsafe  for  him  to  stay  there.  Tliat  the  Depo- 
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nent  accordingly  made  liis  Escape,  and  the  next  Evening,  (as  lie 
is  iaformed  by  his  Wife  and  Brother,  who  i-emained  in  his 
Honse  at  Wallumscock)  the  Rioters  came  to  the  said  House,  tw 
tlie  number  of  One  Hundred, some  of  whom  disfigured  with  Black; 
others  with  wigs  and  Horse  Tails,  and  Women's  caps  and  other 
Disguises  ;  and  armed  with  Guns,  Swords,  Pistols,  and  clubs ; 
and  ransacked  and  searched  the  House  to  discover  the  Deponent  j 
and  swore  they  would  have  hitn,  if  they  went  down  to  Kinderhook 
for  him;  to  which  Place  his  Wife  said  she  informed  the  said  Rioters, 
that  the  Deponent  had  fled.  And  the  Deponent  further  saith, 
that  the  night  after  tiie  Sheriff  returned  with  the  Po3se,from 
an  unsuccessful  Attempt  to  serve  a  Writ  of  Possession  on  the 
Farm  of  James  Erackenridge,  in  Wallumscok  Patent  aforesaid  j 
The  Deponent  received  great  Injury,  as  he  verily  believes,  from 
the  said  Rioters,  having  near  two  hundred  Panuels  of  his  Fence 
taken  up  and  burnt  in  a  Heap,  with  a  large  stack  of  Hay. 
That  the  Deponent  is  informed  by  his  Wife  and  Brother,  and 
several  of  his  Neighhotirs,  that  in  the  last  mentioned  Night, 
when  the  sa.jd  Rioters  came  to  search  for  him  as  aforesaid,  they 
overset  the  remaining  part  of  his  stacks  of  Hay,  and  scattered 
and  rolled  it  thro'  the  Mud  and  Filth  about  the  Field,  and  Flung 
down  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Fences.  And  the  Deponent 
further  saith,  that  he  does  verily  believe  that  he  was  in  great 
Danger  of  his  Life  from  tlie  said  Rioters,  It  having  been  frec[uent- 
ly  reported,  that  the  Deponent  would  be  cropt,  gelt,  and  whipped 
by  the  said  Rioters,  and  tied  up  to  a  Tree  with  a  Gag  in  his 
Mouth,  and  so  starved  to  Death,  and  the  Deponent  saith,  that 
for  the  Preservation  of  his  Life,  he  has  been  obliged  to  fly  from, 
and  leave  his  said  Farm,  and  that  he  is  now  afraid  to  return, 
tho'  he  conceives  his  Estate  there  to  be  a  comfortable  Provision 
for  his  Family,  if.  he  could  enjoy  it  in  quiet,  he  having'  been  at 
great  Labour  and  Expence  in  Improvements,  and  that  he  should 
have  been  reduced,  with  his  Wife  and  Children,  to  the  greatest 
Distress,  had  he  not  been  relieved  by  the  kindness  of  iiis  Brother, 
who  had  taken  him  and  his  Wife  and  Children  into  liis  House  at 
Kinderhook.  And  the  Deponent  further  saith,  that  he  has 
always  understood,  been  informed  and  verily  believes,  that  the 
Lauds,  he  so  purchased'  from  M'  De  Lancey,  were  a  part  of  a 
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Tract  granted  to  Edward  Collins,  James  De  Laiicey,  Gerardus 
Stuyvesandt  Esquires,  and  others,  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  one 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Thirty  Nine,  by  Letters  Patent  under 
tlie  Great  Seal  of  this  Province,  and  this  Deponent  purchased 
them  as  such ;  and  that  the  Deponent  has  been  iiilbrmed 
and  verily  believes  that  his  said  Farm  lies  within  the  Distance  of 
setenteen  Miles  fromHudson's  River  ;  And  further  this  Deponent 
saith  not  Samuel  Gardenier. 

Sworn  this  21^'  Day  of  September 
Anno  Dom  ;  1771,  before  me 
Daniel  Hoi 


And  tlie  Deponent,  the  said  Samuel  Gardenier,  being  again 
sworn,  saith,  that  tlie  above  named  Ichabod  Cross,  hath  at 
several  Times  told  this  Deponent,  tliat  if  the  Sheriff  should  tUra 
out  of  Possession, 'any  of  the  People  claiming  or  holding  their 
Lands  under  New  Hampshire,  or  any  of  them  should  be  sent 
to  Gaol  they  would  raise  a  Mob  and  go  in  a  Eody  to  Albany, 
break  open  the  Gaol  there  and  take  them  out  of  Gaol ;  and  the 
Deponent  further  says,  that  he  understands  it  to  be  the  intentions 
and.  Resolution  of  the  said  Claimants  in  general,  to  resist  the 
Sheriff  and  any  others  who  should  assist  him  in  the  Execution 
of  any  Writs  or  Precepts  issued  under  tlie  Authority  of  the 
Government  of  New  York. 

Samuel  Gardenier. 
Sworn  before  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council, 
at  New  York,  the  23^  of  September  1771. 
Gw.  Banyar,  D.  CI.  Con. 


ORDERS  TO  APPREHEND  SEVERAL  RIOTERS  &C 

[Council  Min.  XXW,] 

In  Council  30'i>  September,  1771. 
Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  Deposition  taken  and 
Sworn  to  the  2'^  day  of  September  Instant  before  Jolrn  Munroe 
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Esq''  one  of  his  Majesty'^  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
of  AIi>any,  deposing  that  on  the  night,  of  the  second  of  August 
last,  and  oa  or  about  the  Hour  of  twelve  or  one  o'clock  a  number 
of  Men  came  to  the  Deponents  House  in  a  Riotous  maimer,  and 
turned  the  Deponent  liis  Wife  and  Children  out  of  Doors,  and 
then  pulled  the  said  House  to  the  ground ;  and  that  Setli  Warner, 
of  Bennington  was  Captain  of  the  said  Mob  and  that  Elnathan 
Huble  and  Amos  Mateson  were  amongst  the  said  Rioters,  with 
many  others  whose  Names  the  Deponent  knows  not-— His  Excel- 
lency tlie  Governor  with  tlie  advice  of  the  Council  recommended 
it  to  M.'<^  Chief  Justice  Horsmauden  to  issue  his  Warrant  to  the 
High  Sheriff  of  tlie  City  and  County  of  Albany,  forthwith  to 
apprehend  the  said  Seth  Warner,  Elnathan  Huble,  and  Amos 
Mateson  and  them  and  every  one  of  them  to  carry  before  one  of 
his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony  to  be 
examined  touching  the  premises  and  dealt 'with  according  to 
Law.  That  a  Copy  hereof  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Sheriff,  and 
that  he  do  report  to  Ms  Excellency  his  proceedings  in  Conse- 
quence thereof. 

His  Excellency  laid  before  tlie  Board  a  Letter  frofti  Samuel 
Wells  Esq"^  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Common 
pleas  for  the  County  of  Cumberland,  inclosing  the  Affidavit  of 
Nathaniel  Howe,  whereby  it  appears  that  Messieurs  Whiting  and 
Grout,  who'  were  lately  employed  by  Governor  Wentwortli  to 
trace  Connecticut  to  its  source,  had  pursued  an  Easterly  instead 
of ,  the  Northerly  Branch,  which  Easterly  Branch  they  had 
returned  as  the  Head  of  Said  -River. 

On  Keading  whereof  and  the  Affidavit  of  Samuel  Gardenier  of 
Wallumschack,  setting  forth,  sundry  late  flagrant  Instances  of 
Riots  and  Violences  committed  on  the  Claimants  of  this  province 
by  disorderly  persons  seated  on  Lands  witliin  tliis  province, 
under  Grants  of  New  Hampshire,  who  seem  to  be  greatly  infiu- 
enced  in  tliis  outragious  Conduct,  by  the  assurances  they  pretend 
to  have  received  fram  the  Governor  of  New  Hampsliire,  tliat  the 
Jurisdiction  will  be  altered  by  liis  Majesty  so  as  to  include. the 
Lands  held  by  them  within  tlio  Limits  of  New  Hampshire,  Tlie 
Council  humbly  advised  his  Excellency  to  write  to  Governor 
Wentworth  on  the  subject  of  the  said  esparte  Survey  of  Con 
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necticut  River,  and  to  urge  the  propriety  of  his  disavowing  by 
some  public  Act,  any  such  or  the  like  assurances,  and  by  so 
necessary  a  Measure  «o:operat{ng  with  liim  in  the  preferring 
peace  and  Tranquility  among  the  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
Country. 


GOVERNOB  OF  NEW  YORK  TO  THE  GOYERNOR  OF   NEW 
HAMPSHIRE. 

New  York  October  e-i  1771. 
Sir 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  Information,  that  during  the  last 
Winter  your  Excellency  formed  the  Design  of  Exploring  Connec- 
ticut River  to  its  source  That  the  Assembly  declining  Sny 
provision  for  the  Expence,  M''  Benjamin  Whiting  and  M'  Grant 
were  sent  on  this  Service,  with  a  Letter  from  your  Excellency, 
urging  the  people  near  the  River  {Friends  to  New  Hampshire) 
to  contribute  to  the  charge,  in  which  many  engaged  from  a  Per- 
suasion that  the  Line  prescribed  by  his  Majesty's  Order  aa  the 
Northern  Limits  of  New  York,  would  in  no  part  intersect  Con- 
necticut River ;  and  that  his  Majesty  might  be  induced  from 
this  circumstance  to  alter  and  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  New 
Hampshire. 

With  this  Intelligence  I  received  an  affidavit,  declaring  that 
Messieurs  Whiting  and  Grant,  instead  of  tracing  to  its  source 
tlie  Northerly  Branch,  which  is  manifestly  the  head  of  the  River, 
pursued  an  Easterly  Branch  above  the  Township  of  Lancaster 
that  falls  into  the  Mala  River,  and  denominated  the  farthest 
Extent  of  this  Easterly  stream  as  the  Head  of  the  River. 

Had  your  Excellency  thought  fit  to  apprize  this  Government 
of  your  Design  they  would  I  am  assured  readily  have  adopted 
the  Measure,  defray  their  proportion  of  the  Expence,  and 
join'd  in  transmitting  the  Map  which  by  Intelligence  has  actually 
been  sent  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers  &  which  will  now  be  consid- 
ered as  an  exparte  act,  and  not  deserving  of  that  Weight  it  might 
otherwise  liave  had  in  the  Contest. 
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Tlio'  unacquainted  as  yet  with  the  Merits  of  the  Dispute,  I 
am  no  stranger  to  the  Disturbances  it  has  produced  since  my 
arrival  in  this  Government  and  see  with  tlie  utmost  Concern  the 
consequences  still  likely  to  ensue,  if  the  refractory  and  disorder- 
ly Behaviour  of  the  Grantees  under  New  Hampshire  is  not 
speedily  checked  and  punished.  Regardless  of  Justice  and  in 
open  defiance  of  the  Laws  tliey  have  lately  by  force' dispossessed 
several  persons  setled  under  titles  derived  from  this  province 
prior  to  the  Commencement  of  the  Controversy  and  seem  to  be 
greatly  encouraged  by  the  assurances  they  ascribe  to  your  Es.- 
cellency,  that  the  Jurisdiction  will  be  altered  so  as  to  comprize 
within  your  Government  the  Lands  they  hold  which  in  some 
places  lie  at  no  greater  Distance  than  16  or  17  Miles  from  Hud- 
son's River.  Ill  grounded  as  these  Reports  I  am  willing  to 
believe  must  be,  yet  as  they  are  propagated  wltli  a  view  to  ex- 
asperate a  people  already  too  much  bent  on  Miscliief,  and 
appear  to  have  had  the  intended  Effect,  I  hope  your  Excellency 
will  by  some  public  Act,  undeceive  these  deluded  Persons,  and 
by  so  necessary  a  Measure  cooperate  with  me  in  preserving  the 
peace  and  Tranquility  of  that  part  of  tlie  Country  until  his 
Maj»  pleasure  shall  be  signifyed  in  respect  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  within  this  Province. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  ROBERT  YATES. 

City  of  Albany  ss:  Robert  Yates  of  the  City  of  Albany 
Attorney  at  Law  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith  that  he 
this  Deponent  was  summoned  some  time  Last  June  or  July  by 
Henry  Ten  Eyck  Esq''  High  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany  as  part  of  the  posse  to  assist  him  in  Executing  a  writt 
of  Possession  for  the  Lands  and  Tenements  recovered  of  one 
Biakenridge  at  a  place  called  Benningtown.  That  he  this  Depo- 
nent pursuant  to  such  summons  did  go  to  the.  said,  that  the 
said  Slieriif  was  attended  to  within  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
the  said  possession  by  about  o'ne  hundred  and  fifty  men  assem- 
bled by  his  command  for  the  purpose  as  tiiis  Deponent  under- 


jOo»^Ic 


iNTS.  733 

stood  of  Assisting  ]iim  that  tiie  said  Sheriff  required  the  said 
Posse  to  proceed  with  liim  to  the  siiid  Lands  and  Tenements; 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  said  Posse  did  attend  him  near  to 
the  said  place  and  about  Twenty  or  Thirty  persons  to  the  House 
of  Erakeuridge,  of  wliich  latter  number  this  Deponent  was 
one: — that  when  the  Sheriff  came  to  tlie  said  House;  aiid  pushed 
at  the  Door  lie  found  tlie  same  wag  Locked  or  closed,  so  that 
entry  could  not  be  easily  effected  without  violence  and  that 
the  said  Sheriff  did  request  of  those  within  that  the  said 
Door  should  be  opened  wh'^''  was  not  complyed  with,  That  Ihis 
Deponent  by  the  assent  of  the  Sheriff  read  by  the  Door  the 
writt  of  possessien  with  an  audible  voice  so  that  those  within 
as  he  judged  could  easily  hear  him,  and  at  the  same  time 
acquainting  them  that  the  Sheriff  was  there  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  possession  to  the  Plaintiff  who  had  recovered  the  same 
by  due  course  of  Law,  that  an  answer  was  given  by  those  wlio 
were  in  tlie  House  that  they  would  not  give  up  the  possession, 
that  he  this  Deponent  represented  to,  them  the  Danger  wdiich 
would  attend  their  resisting  the  regular  course  of  the  Laws  and 
made  use  of  sucli  alignments  as  he  conceived  would  induce  them 
to  an  acquiesence  in  the  Determina.tion  of  the  Suit  whereon  the 
recovery  of  the  possession  had  been  adjudged  in  favour  of  the 
Plaintiff,  but  to  no  purpose — That  this  Deponent  saw  a  number 
of  persons  South  east  of  the  said  House  and  another  party 
north  of  the  said  House  armed  with  Guns  who  this  Deponent 
judged  by  their  appearance  and  actions  were  there  for  the 
purpose  of  violently  opposing  the  said  Sheriff  in  the  Execution 
of  Ijis  Office.  That  this  Deponent  also  observed  that  the  said 
House  had  been  put  in  a  posture  of  Defence  there  being  a 
number  of  Loop  holes  made  in  it  and  by  theiv  having  as  this 
Deponent  understood  secured  or  baracaded  the  Door,  and  that 
a  number  of  persons  were  in  the  House — That  very  few  of  the 
posse  who  accompenying  the  Sheriff  were  armed,  That  therefore 
this  Deponent  judged  it  would  have  been  rashness  in  the  Sheriff 
"  and  posse  to  have  proceeded  to  violence  in  order  to  gain  the 
possession ,  as  the  certain  consequence  (in  this  Deponents  opinion) 
would  have  been  the  Loss  of  some  of  their  Lives,  and  that 
without  the  posse  being  in  a  capacity  to  resist  them  on  equal 
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Terms — That  therefore  after  the  posse  or  part  thereof  had 
remaiued  some  time  by  and  near  the  House  of  Brakeniidge  they 
returned — That  the  said  Sheriff  before  the  posse  had  proceeded 
on  their  return  above  a  quarter  of  a  Mile,  Told  this  Deponent 
aud  he  believes  others  that  he  had  also  a  writt  of  possession  for 
the  farm  of  one  Fuller,  and  requested  him  this  Deponent  and 
he  believes  others  to  assist  him  in  taking  possession  of  the 
same— That  this  Deponent  told  the  Sheriff  thut  he  was  ready 
to  attend  him,  but  seeing  that  most  of  the  posse  made  oif  for 
their  respective  abodes,  he  this  Deponent  did  also  return,  to 
which  he  was  the  more  readily  induced  from  the  cousiderafion 
of  the  little  probabiUty  there  was  that  the  Sheriff  could  succeed 
in  gaining  tliis  latter  possession  when  he  had  been  so  unsuccess- 
ful! in  tlie  attempt  oti  Erakenridge's  and  farther  this  Deponent 
saith  not. 

EoBT  Yates. 
Sworn  this  seventh  day  of  October 
ini  before  me 

Abrm  C,  Cuyler  Mayor. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  WM.  PEMBERTON. 

City  of  Albany  ss:  William  Pemberton  of  the  city  of  Albany 
Mariner  of  full  age  being  duly  Sworn  deposeth  and  Saith. 
That  sometime  in  July  last  past  he  this  Deponent  attended  the 
Slieriffas  part  of  the  posse  to  assist  him  in  takinge  possession  of 
the  House  and  Lands  that  were  in  the  possession  of  James 
Breakenridge  at  .Benningtown  in  the  County  of  Albany,  That 
when  the  said  posse  and  Sheriff  had  proceeded  to  a  Bridge  about 
iialf  a  Mile  fi-om  the  Said  House,  a  Stop  was  made  for  some  short 
time,  in  order  to  see  whether  by  the  persuasion  of  the  Mayor  of 
Albany  and  some  other  Gentlemen  who  were  gone  to  Brakenridge 
for  that  purpose  they  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  Surrender  the 
possession  peaceably.  That  upon  their  return,  and  the  Sheriff 
being  informed  that  they  would  not  Surrender  he  ordered  the 
posse  to  proceed  over  the  Bridge  to  the  said  House  and  directed 
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this  deponeiit  to  assist  him  in  biinging  on  the  posse  and  to  use 
Jiis  endeavours  for  that  purpose,  Tliat  agreeable  to  this  request 
he  tliis  Deponent  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  sucli  as  appeared 
backward  to  come  up,  but  in  vain  for  above  .Twenty  persons 
would  not  stir  beyond  the  Bridge.  That  lie  this  Deponent  then 
proceeded  witli  the  Sheriff  to  the  House,  and  found  that  not 
above  Twenty  persons  of  the  posse  attended  him  there,  that  the 
rest  of  the  posse  who  had  crossed  over  the  Bridge  kept  back'  at 
some  distance  from  the  House  notwithstanding  the  Sheriffs 
repeated  request  to  the  contraiy — That  when  the  Sheriff  came 
up  to  the  House  he  this  Deponent  saw  that  a  number  of  people 
wlio  appeared  in  opposition  to  the  SherHfs  posse  had  taken 
possession  of  a  small  Ridge  North  of  the  said  House  that  another 
party  of  such  men  had  the  possession  of  a  rising  Ground  South  East 
of  the  House  about  100  yards  distance,  that  the  House  was  Locked 
and  a  number  of  Loop  holes  made  as  this  Deponent  conceives 
to  be  made  use  of  to  fire  thro'  That  this  Deponent  saw  the  Sheriff 
knock  at  tlie  Door  and  desire  admittance  and  acquainted  those 
in  the  House  that  he  was  the  Slieriff  of  the  County  of  Albany 
and  had  a  writ  of  |)6ssession  against  that  House — That  those 
who  were  in  the  House  refused  surrendering  the  possession  by 
saying  that  they  would  ndt  give  up — That  then  the  Sheriff  ordered 
the  writt  of  possession  to  be  read  wliich  was  accordingly  done, 
Tliat  he  this  Deponent,  seeing  the  men  South  East  of  the  said 
House,  went  up  to  them  that  tlie  Slieriff  also  came  up  to  them, 
that  befbre.they  came  to  the  place  three  of  the  party  met  this 
Deponent  and  the  Sheriff  and  desired  them  to  be  gone,  and  upon 
the  Sheriffs  requesting  them  to  assist  him  in  gaining  the  possession 
and  refusing  to  depart,  these  men  gave  notice  to  their  party  to 
cock  their  pieces  wliich  was  accordingly  done  whereupon  the 
Sheriff  and  this  Deponent  returned  to  the  House.  That  he  this 
Deponent  judged  that  this  party  consisted  of  above  forty  men 
who  were  all  of  thein  armed  with  Guns,  That  he  this  Deponent 
and  the  Sheriff  went  to  the  party  who  had  the  possession  of  the 
ground  North  of  the  House,  That  when  they  had  proceeded  to 
a  fence,  they  were  ordered  by  the  party  not  to  come  over  it — 
Tliat  the  Sheriff  asked  them  what  Business  they  had  there; 
That  they  then  asked  the  Sheriff  what  business  he  had  there,  that 
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he  the  Slfentt'  informed  them  that  he  came  there  to  take  the 
possession  of  Erakenridge's  House — That  those  people  then 
ordered  them  to  Depart  and  that  if  they  did  not  they  would  make 
them  Depart  Whereupon  the  Sheriff  i-eturned  to  the  House,  and 
again  pushed  and  knocked  at  the  Door  and  requested  admission 
tho'  unsuccessful],  that  then  the  Sheriff  called  to  one.  of  his  Depu- 
ties for  an  axe  in  order  to  break  open  the  Door.  That  as  soon  as 
the  Sheriff  had  the  ax  the  party  lying  South  East  of  the  House 
presented  their  Guns — and  he  this  Deponent  seeing  that  if  tlie 
Sheriff  proceeded  to  tlie  forcing  the  Door,  the  consequence  would 
probably  be  the  Death  of  the  Small  party  remaining  with  him 
took  hold  of  the  Sheriff  and  prevented  him  from  endeavouring 
the  forcing  the  said  Door — That  thereupon  the  posse  returned — 
That  the  Sheriff  then  commanded  the  posse  to  another  place 
whereof  he  was  to  deliver  the  possession,  that  the  said  posse 
refused- attending  him.  And  farther  this  Deponent  saith  not. 
William  Pembeetok. 
Sworn  before  me  this  28">  Day  of 
August  1771 

VoLKERT  P.  Douw  Justice. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  JOHN  ROORBACK. 

City  of  Albany  ss.  John  Roorback,  Esq'  one  of  the  Alder- 
men of  this  City,  and  one  of  Jiis  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  City  &  County  :  who  maketh  oath,  that  about  the 
middle  of  July  last  he  was  summoned  by  Henry  Ten  Eyck  Jun' 
Esq'  High  Sheriff-  of  the  City  &  County  of  Albany,  to  assist  in  a 
Posse  of  the  County  to  be  raised  by  liim  in  obtaining  Possession 
of  the  House  &  Farm  of  James  Brakenridge  at  WaUomskack  by 
virtue  of  a  writt  of  Possession  to  him  directed.  Issued  out  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  New  York  :  in  consequence 
of  wldch  Summons  he  with  many  others  attended  the  Sheriff  to 
the  House  (said  to  be  the  said  Erakenridge's) :  tliat  at  tlieir  coming 
theire  tliey  found  (as  they  had  been  before  inform'd)  tlie  House 
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fo  appeiirance  full  of  men  and  tlie  Doors  fastened  and  Loop 
Holes  made  therein  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  House  wliich 
lie  believes  were  made  to  make  Defence  in  Case  any  attempt  of 
violence  shotild  be  made  pn  said  House :  that  the  Slieriii" 
demanded  admittance  which  those  from  within  refused,  on  which 
t!ie  Sheriff  told  them  who  he  was  &  inform'd  them  of  his  Busi- 
ness and  asked  whether  they  were  within  hearing  they  answered 
in  the  affirmative  on  wliich  the  Sheriff  Standing  at  the  Door 
with  Robert  Yates  Esq''  the  latter  read  the  writt  of  Possession 
with  an  audable  voice  which  they  from  witliin  disregarded  and 
persisted  in  refusing  admittance.  On  which  tlie  greatest  Part 
cf  the  Posse  being  retired  being  intimated  by  a  considerable 
number  of  armed  men  on  the  South  East  &  another  Party  on 
tlie  north  of  said  House  at  the  Distance  of  about  one  hundred 
yard  from  said  House  i  the  Sheriff  endeavoured  several  times  to 
rally  the  Posse,  but  was  left  with  this  Deponent  and  about 
twenty  others  on  the  Spot,  and  once  wlien  the  Sheriff  knock'd 
witli  his  Hanger  against  the  Door  this  Deponent  hear'd  as  it  were 
the  Cockinff  of  Fire  arms  and  looking  towaj-ds  the  North  (which 
the  Door  of  the  House  faced)  saw  several  men  stand  in  the 
Posture  of  flreing,  and  verily  believes  that  if  the  Sheriff  had 
attempted  to  force  open  the  Door  that  several  Lives  would  have 
been  lost,  and  as  "the  Sheriffs  Party  were  unarmed  (except  a  very 
few)this  Deponentis  convinced  that  the  sheriffdid  all  that  apru- 
dent  man  could  do  to  obtain  the  Possession  at  said  Brakenridge's 
and:  his  Bad  success  there  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  keep 
the  Posse  to  go  as  he  said  to  one  Fuller's  on  a  like  Errand, 
and  further  the  Deponent  Saith  not 

J.    RoOEEACK. 

Sworn  this  10'^  October 
1771,  Before  me 

Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck  Justice. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  AB.  C.  CUYLER. 

City  Albany  ss  :     Abraham  C.   Cuylee,  Esqt  of  the  City  of 
Albany,  being  duly  Sworn  and  Saith  that  sometime  in  July  last 
Vol.  IV.  47 
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this  (lepoaent  was  summoned  by  Henry  Ten  Eyek  Esci""  Sheriff 
of  the  City  &  Comity  of  Albany,  to  assist  him  m  Esecnthig  a  writ 
of  Possession  for  the  lands  &'^  recover'd  of  one  Brakeuridge  at 
Bennington,  that  Jie  this  deponent  did  attend  the  Sheiiff  with 
his  possi  when  about  3  miles  from  said  fimkeniridges  possessions, 
he  the  deponent,  was  desired  by  the  Sheritlf  &  some  of  the  Magis- 
trates- in  the  Posse,  to  go  forward  to  speak  to  Breabenridge  in 
order  to  prevail  on  him  to  give  the  peaceable  Possession' of  the 
house  &  lands  he  then  Occupied,  and  when  he  this  depon*  came 
to  about  I  mile  from  said  Brakenridges  house  he  was  desired  to 
stop  &  not  proceed  across  a  bridge  on  which  an  armed  man 
stood  with  some  others  near  to  him,  and  when  this  depon>  had 
acquainted  them  that  he  wanted  to  Speak  to  Brakenridge  h«  was 
suffer'd  to  proceed- on,  after  having  pledged  his  honor  that  he 
had  no  ill  design  against  the  s*  Brekenridges  person,  that  this 
deponent  did  use  many  convinceing  arguments  with  Brekenridge 
to  prevail  on  him  to  give  the  possession  to  the  Sheriif  &,-  his 
Possi,  but  all  this  deponent  coii'd  do  woii'd  not  prevail  on  him, 
and  it  appeared  to  this  deponent  that  he  was  determin'd  with 
those  about  hlni  to  k«ep  the  Possession,  that  this  deponent  saw 
a  great  number  of  people  assembled  about  Brekenridges  house, 
and  went  to  fiiem  &  desired  them  in  his  Majestys  Name  to  dis- 
perse which  they  seemingly  did,  that  this  deponent  return'd  to 
the  Sheriif  &  posse  &  acquainted  the  Sheriff  of  what  he  had  met 
with  &  told  ■  the  Sheriff  it  was  his  opinion  he  cou'd  not  git  the 
Possession,  soon  after  the  Sheriff -required  his  Posse  to  attend 
him  to  the  House  of  Brekenridge  to  take  the  Possession  when 
but  few  of  the 'posse  wou'd  come  near  the  house  that  the  depo- 
nent saw  the  Sheriff  push  at  the  door,  which  was  closed  that  he 
cou'd  not  enter,  that  this  deponent  saw  a  great  Number  of  armed 
persons  near  the  house  who  were  determined  not  to  suffer  tlie 
Sheriif  &  Posse  take  the  possession,  'and  that  he  saw  a  party 
It'vel  their  arms  towards  the  Sheriff  &  the  few  of  the  posse 
with  him  seemingly  with  an  intent  to  lire  on  the  first  offer  of 
\-iolence  by  the  Sheriff,  that  the  deponent  judged  it  would  liave 
been  rashness  in  the  Sheriff  and  Posse  to  have  proceeded  to 
violence  in  order  to  gain  the  Possession,  tliat  the  depbn*  beheves 
it  Cou'd  not  have  been  effected  &  is  of  opinion  that  if  the  attempt 
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!iad  boen  made,  that  many  of  the  Posse  wou'd  have  lost  their 
Sives,  and  farther  this  deponent  Sai'th  not. 

AbKM  C.    Cui'LER. 

Sworn  the  12a>  October 
1771  before  me 

Jn"  R.  Eleeckeb,  Aid"!. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  VOLKERT  P.  DOUW. 

City  of  Albany  ss.  Volkert  P.  Douw  of  the  City  of  Albany 
merchant'of  full  age  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith  that 
Some  Time  In  July  last  past  he  this  deponent  was  Summons  by- 
Henry  Ten  Eyck  Esq''  Sheriff  for  the  City  and  County  of  Albany 
to  assist  him  in  Takinge  possession  of  the  Jiouse  and  Lands  that 
were  in  the  possession  of  James  Bralienridge  at  Bennington  in 
the  cotmty  of  Albany  that  wlien  the  Sheriff  with  the  posse 
proceeded  to  a  Bridge  about  liaif  a  mile  from  the  said  house  a 
stop  was  made  for  some  short  Time  in  order  to  see  wliether  by 
the  persuasion  of  the  Mayor  of  Albany  and  some  other  Gentle- 
men who  were  Gone  to  Brakinridge  if  the  could  not  prevail  on 
him  to  surrender  the  possession  peaceably  as  I  was  informed 
that  upon  their  return  and  the  Sheriff  Informed  thatthey  would 
not  surrender  he  ordered  the  posse  to  Proceed  over  the  Bridge 
to  the  said  house  that  he  this,deponent  then  proceeded  witli  the 
Sheriff  to  the  house  and  found  that  not  above  twenty  or  thirty 
persons  of  the  posse  Attended  the  Sheriffto  the  house  of  Braken- 
ridge  the  remainder  of  the  posse  kept  Back  at  some  distance 
froni  the  house  the  Sheriff  requested  of  them  to  cum  up  to  the 
house  but  they  did  not  cum  he  this  Deponent  saw  a  number 
of  peopl  who  appeared  in  opposition  to  the  Slieriffs  posse  had 
taken  possession  of  a  small  Ridge  North  East  from  the  house 
And  another  party  of  about  twenty  or  thirty  men  had  the 
possession  of  a  reising  Ground  Sout  East  of  the  house  about 
200  yards  Distance  that  this  Deponent  saw  the  Sheriff  knock 
at  the  Door  and  desire  admittance  and  Acquainted  those  in  the 
house  that  he  had  a  writ  of  possession  against  that  house  that 
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those  that  were  in  the  house  refused  admitfaiice  to  the  Slieriff 
that  the  Sheriff  ordered  the  writ  of  possession  to  be  read  which 
was  accordingly  Done  tliat  tlie  party  Lying  gout  East  of  the 
house  when  the  Sherifftnock  at  the.door  presented  their  Guns 
at  the  Sheriff  and  his  party  and  further  this  Deponent  saitliuot. 

VOLKERT  p.  Douw. 
Sworn  before  me  this  12  Day  of 
October  1771. 

Petek  Lansingh,  Alderman. 


AFFIDAYIT  OF  JKO.  K.  BIEECKEE. 

JoHU  R.  BtEECKEa  of  the  City  of  Albany  of  full  age  being  duly 
sworn  on  the  holy  evangehst  of  Almighty  God  deposeth  and 
saithj  tliat  some  time  in  the  month  of  July  last  past  this  Depo- 
nent was  summoned  by  Henry  Ten  EyckJ"unfEeq''liigh  Sheriff  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany  to  assist  the  said  Sheriff  to  take 
possession  of  the  Houses  and  Farms  of  James  Brackenridge  and 
Josiah  Fuller  at  Bennington,  that  this  Deponent  tbgether  witli 
sundry  other  Persons  went  with  the  said  Sheriff  the  Thursday 
next  following  after  he  had  been  so  summoned  as  feiT  as  Sank- 
haick  and  the  next  day  escorted  the  said  Sheriff  accompanied 
by  many  other  persons  to  the  House  of  tlie  said  James  Bracken- 
ridge, that  this  Deponent  found  a  number  of  Persons  about  the 
said  House  armed  with  Clubs  staves  Guns  and  other  offensive 
Weapons  all  unknown  to  this  Deponent,  that  this  Deponent 
understood  that  the  said  Persons  ao  armed  were  met  together 
with  an  Intent  to  oppose  the  said  Sheriff  to  take  possession  of 
the  said  House  and  that  they  had  placed  themselves  in  siich 
situations  as  if  they  Had  expected  to  engage  with  an  approach- 
ing Enemy,  that  the  said  Sheriff  went  up  to  the  Door  of  the 
said  House  which  was  shut,  and  tliis  Deponent  was  informed 
that  there  were  a  Number  of  armed  Men  in  the  said  House  who 
were  determined  to  keep  the  said  Sheriff  &  his  associates  out  of 
the  said  House  in  Case  they  should  offer  to  take  Possession  of 
it,   that  this  Deponent  and  Abraliam   C.    Cuyler   Esqi^  went 
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up  towards  a  number  of  the  said  Persons  who  had  placed,  them- 
selves near  the  said  House  in  order  to  summons  them  to  assist 
the  said  Sheriff  to  take  the  possessioa  but  tliat  when  this  Depo- 
nent and  the  said  Abraham  C.  Cuyler  approached  near  them 
they  ordered  this  Deponent  and  the  said  Abraham  C.  Cuyler  to 
stand  off  and  tliis  Deponent  has'great  reason  to  think  that  if  the 
said  Sherilf  had  attempted  to  break  open  the  said  House  he 
would  have  been  in  the  utmost  Danger  of  losing  his  Life  and  all 
those  that  would  have  assisted  him  in  the  attempt. 

Jno  E.  Bleecker. 
Sworn  before  me  tliis  12'-^  Day 
of  October  1771, 

Abm  C.  Coyler  Mayor 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  CHRISTOPHER  P.  YATES. 

City  of  Albany  ss.  Christophek  P,  Yates  of  the  City  of 
Albany,  Attorney  at  Law,  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith, 
Tliat  some  Time  in  July  last,  He  was  summoned  by  Henry  Ten 
Eyck  Esq''  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Albany,  as  one  of  the  Posse 
to  assist  liim  t«  dispossess,  James  Eveabenage  and  Josiah  Fuller 
from  Farms  and  Messuages  which  had  been  recovered  against 
them  by.  Due  Course  of  Law,  That  pursuant  to  his  sufnmons  he 
repaired  to  the  Place  appointed  by  the  Sheriff  for  the  Posse  to 
meet,  That  from  thence  the  Sheriff  with  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  men  proceeded  to  Brealinage's  House,  and  by  the  way 
found  a  Bridge  taken  up  where  'the  Rioters  gave  the  Sheriff  to 
understand  that  they  would  not  give  up  the  possession,  upon 
which  the  Sherilf  ordered  liis  posse  to  follow  him  to  the  House, 
That  when  the  Sheriff  came  up  to  the  House,  he  knocked  at  the 
Door  and  demanded  entrance  which  the  people  trom  witliin 
refused  That  there  were  a  very  large  Number  of  men  assembled 
with  arras  to  oppose  tlie  posse,  &  this  Deponent  further  salth 
that  when  the  sheriff  called  for  an  ax«  to  Ibrce  Entrance  into 
the  House  a  Kumber  of  ftien  in  a  Field  adjoining  arose  and  if 
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tMs  Deponent  remembers  right  one  presented  liis  Gun  to  tlie 
Sheriff;  the  posse  seeing  which  tried  to  persuade  the  Sheriff  te 
lay  down  the  axe  and  leave  the  House,  representing  to  him  the 
Daugerons  consequences  that  would  attend,  for^  this  Deponent 
believes  that  if  the  Sheriff  had  not  desisted  from  brealting  into 
the  House,  not  only  those  from  within  but  likewise  the  party 
from  the  Fields  would  have  fired  upon  the  Slieriff  and  his 
Posse,  and  probably  the  Death  of  Several  of  them  would  have 
been  the  result,  That  when  the  Sheriff  left  the  House  he  ordei'ed 
his  Posse  not  to  depart  for  he  designed  to  go  to  Fullers  House, 
but  notwithstanding  his  orders  more  than  one  half  of  the  posse 
departed,  and  he  was  at  last  obliged  (seeing  so  few  attended  him) 
to  discharge  the  wliole  and  further  this  Deponent  siiith  not. 

Chris.  P.  Yates. 
Sworn  the  3Sth  October  1771 
before  me 

VOLKERT   P.    DOUW  JudgC 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  GTSBERT  G.  MARSELIS. 

City  of  Albany  ss.  Gyseert  G.  Marselis  Esq'  one  of  the 
Aldermen  of  tlie  said  City  of  Albany  &  one  of  his  IVIajestys  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  said  City  &  County,  being  duly  sworn 
deposeth  and  saith  that  he  this  deponent  was  summoned  some 
time  Last  June  or  July  by  'Henry  Ten  Eyck  Jun''  Esqr  high 
sheriff  for  the  said  City  and  County  of  Albany,  as  part  of  the 
Posse  to  assist  hiin  in  Executing  a  writt  of  Possession  for  the 
Lands  and  Tenements  recovered  of  one  Erakenridge  at  a  place 
called  Benuingtown,  that  he  this  Deponent  pursuant  to  such 
summons  did  go  to  the  said  place  that  the  said  Slieriff  was 
attended  to  within  about  a  qimrter  of  a  Mile  of  the  said  Posses- 
sion, by  about  one  hundred  and  Fifty  men  as^sembled  by  his 
command  for  tlie  purpose  as  this  Deponent  understood  of  assist- 
ing him,  he  the  said  Slieriff  required  his  said  Posae  to  proceed 
with  him  to  the  said  Lands  and  Tenements,  That  the  greater 
part  of  the  said  Po^e  did  attend  him  near  to  the  said  place  and 
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about  Twenty  or  thirty  persons  to  the  House  of  Brakenridge, 
That  when  the  Sheriff  came  to  the  said  House,  and  pushed  at 
tlie  door  lie  found  the  same  was  Locked  or  closed  so  that  entry 
could  not  be  easily  effected  without  violence,  that  this  Deponent 
saw  a  number  of  persona,  south  east  of  the  said  House  and 
another  party  north  of  the  said  House  armed  with  guns  who 
who  this  Deponent  Judged  by  their  appearance  and  actions  were 
there  for  the  purpose  of  violently  opposing  the  said  Sheriff  in 
the  Execution  of  hisOffice.  That  this  Deponent  also  observed 
that  the  said  House  had  been  put  in  a  posture  of  Defence  there 
being  a  number  of  Loop  holes  made  in  it  and  by  their  having 
as  this  Deponent  understood  secured  or  barricaded  the  Door,  and 
that  a  number  of  persons  were  in  the  House,  That  very  few  of 
the  Posse  accompening  the  Sheriff  were  armed.  That  therefore 
this  Deponent  Judged  it  would  have  been  rashness  in  the  Sheriff 
and  Posse  to  liave  proceeded  to  violence  in  order.'to  gain  the. 
Possession  asthe  certain  consequence  in  this  Deponents  opinion 
would  have  been  tlie  Loss  of  s<lme  of  their  LiveSj  and  that  with- 
out the  Posse  being  in  capacity  to  resist  them  on  equal  Terms 
That  therefore  after, the  Posse  or  part  thereof  had  rema,ined 
sometime  by  and  near  the  House  of  Breakinridge  they  returned, 
that  the  said  Sheriff  Before  the  Posse  had  proceeded  on  their 
return  above  a  qufirtei  of  a  mile,  that  he  had  also  a  writt  of 
possession  for  the  farm  of  one  Fuller  and  requested  him  this 
Deponent  and  others  to  a'l'ii'^t  him  in  taking -possession  of  the 
same,  That  this  Deponent  was  leady  to  attend  him,  but  seeing 
that  most  of  the  Posse  made  off  for.  their  respective  abodes,  ho 
this  Deponent  did  also  return  to  which  he  was  the  more  readily 
induced  from  the  consideration  of  the  Little  Probability  there  was 
that  tlie  Sheriff  could  succeed  in  gaining  this  Latt«r  Possession 
when  lie  liad  been  so  unsuccessful  in  the  attempt  on  Brakenridge 
and  further  this  Deponent  saith  not, 

Gysbert  G.  Marselis. 
Sworn  this  Twelfth  day  of  October  1771, 
Before  me 

VOLKEBT   P.    DOUW. 
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ESQ!^    MUNRO  TO  GOV.  TRYON 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency 

I  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  your  Excellency  that  on  tlie 
evening  of  the  ^"^  day  of  tliia  instant  november  your  excellencys 
letter  to  the  Justices  relative  to  the  Dispossessing  of  a  number 
reduced  Soldiers  was  delivered  to  me  by  one  of  the  Complain- 
ants who  informs  me  of  their  bemg  drove  to  the  greatest  distress 
with  their  familys  many  of  them  being  Sick  and  not  able  to 
work — ^he  also  informs  me  of  the  New  Hampshire  claimants 
Driving  tliera  off  .the  land  before  they  had  any  time  to  build — in 
the  meantime  I  have  taken  proof  against  them  andissued  war- 
rants for  apprehending  and  carrying  a  number  of  them  to  Goal 
thorough  the  woods  if  Possible  which  I  hope  will  be  done.  I 
should  have  proceeded  on  the  view  according  to  your  Excellen- 
cy's Orders  but  I  have  been  confind'd  to  my  rooid  ever  since  I 
came  from  New  York  being  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health. 

I  have  sent  your  Excellency's  letter  with  the  Copy  of  the 
complainani  to  M'  John  Macomb,  and  doubt  not  but  he  &  the 
other  Justices  will  proceed  according  to  their  orders  and  in  few 
days  make  their  return  to  your  Excellency  I  herewith  Send  to 
your  Excellency  a  copy  of  John  Todds  complaint  upon  oath  who 
have  been  also  disposses'd  this  man  came  from  Irela.nd  with  a 
number  of  other  Settlers,  lam  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  the  same  Factious  Spirit  still  prevails  thoroughout  this  Coun- 
try, for  its  got  so  thatno  man  durst  Speake  one  wordin  favour  of 
this  Government  without  being  in  danger  of  both  life  and  prop- 
erty— for  they  declare  themselves  not  afraid  of  all  the  Force  that 
this  Groverament  can  send  against  them  and  they  will  hold  the 
land  in  defyance  of  Ms  Majestys  should  lie  go  contrary  to  what 
they  Jhing  is  right. 

Their  agents  are  returned  from  seeing  M'  Johnson  (who  if  their 
Story,  be  true)  has  assured  them  that  they  shall  hold  all  their 
Lands  as'  granted  to  them  by  New  Hampshire  tiiis  News  bloas 
the  Coals,  and  they  are  crouding  up  to  this  .Country  as  if  all 
New  England  was  set  on  fire. 

The  conduct  of  those  people  will  undoubtedly  Ruin  the  Settle- 
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menk  in  this  part  of  the  County  ;  for  no  man  Durst  Settle  but 
a  new  England  man.     I  shall  endeavour  togive  your  Excellency 
every  toformation  that  can  be  of  service  to  this  Government. 
And  I  am  with  Due  Obedience  Tour  Excellency 
very  faithful  Servant  to  Command 
Fowlis-Nov'^  6th  1771,  John  Mukro. 

P.  S  ;  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  am  informed  that  they  sent 
a  Petition  to  his  Majesty  Praying  to  have  the  Jurisdiction  changed 
to  New  Hampshire  as  far  westas  to  include  all-the  Grants  which 
Gov"  Wentwortli  made,  at  the  Same  time  praying  his  Majesty 
not  .to  .determiu  upon  the  Board  of  trade's  report  untiU  the 
Jurisdiction  is  first  altered  :  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  pardon 
the  Defects  of  my  letter  &  I  am  with  submission  as  above 

John  Munko, 


WARRANT  TO  ARREST  CERTAIN  RIOTERS  IN  RUPERT. 

County  Albany  ss : 

By  Alext  McNaughton  Esq"  one  of  his  Majestys  Justices  in  & 
for  said  County. 

Where&s  one  Chal-Ies  Hutcbesson  late  Corpora]  in  Col :  Mont- 
gomerys  highland- regm' of  foot  Compeared  before  me  &  being 
duly  Sworn  Deposeth  and  Saith. 

That  upon  the  2S^  day  of  Oct' last  or  one  or  other  of  the 
days  of  said  month  the  Deponent  being  at  work  upon  a  Lott  of 
200  acres  of  land  granted  him  by  Patent  from  under  the  Seal  of 
this  Province  of  New  York  said  land  being  vacant  lying  about  1 5 
miles  East  of  Hudsons  river  &  4  miles  North  of  New  Perth 
townsliip  in  County  Albany  ;  There  assembled  Nine  men  who 
call  themselves  New  Hampshire  men  about  the  Deponents  house 
which  lie  had  built  on  said  Lott  and  the  Deponent  observing  all 
having  fire  arms  &  attempting  to  demolish  his  lionse  he  left  his 
work  came  &  earnestly  desired  them  to  stop  whereupon  one 
Sirnamed  Allen,  another  Baker  &  oue  Sevil  with  Ro'  Cochran  & 
5  other  names  unknown  to  the  Deponent  said  that  they  would 
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burn  it  for  that  morning  they  had  resolved  to  offer  a  burnt  Sacri- 
fice to  tlie  Gods  of  tlae  world  in  burning  the  Logs  of  that  house 
That  then  they  kindled  4  flres  on  the  Logs  of  the  house  Said 
Allen  &.  Baker  holding  2  clubbs  over  the  Deponents  head  ready 
to  strike  Commanded  him  to  leave  that  land  &  not  say  one  word 
to  them.  That  if  ever  he  returned  he  should  be  barbarously 
used.  That  the  fires  being  kindled  said  Allen  &  Baker  Insolent- 
ly said  to  the  Deponent — Go  your  way  now  &  complain  to  that 
Damned  Scoundrel  your  Governor.  God  Damn  your  Governour, 
Laws,  King,  Council  &  Assembly.  That  said  Allen  &  Baker 
repeated  said  horrible  Curses,  That  when  the  Deponent  reproved 
them  for  it  the  said  Allen  said  G — d  Damn  your  Soul,  are  yon 
going  to  preach  to  us — and  further  said  That  if  ever  any  Consta- 
ble attempted  to  arrest  them  they  would  kill  them  That  if  ever 
any  of  them  were  put  in  Albany  Goal  they  would  break  it  down 
&  rescue  him,  That  then  the  Deponent  fled  to  New  Perth  where 
he  now  resides  with  his  family. 

That  the  Deponent  is  credibly  informed  they  often  boast  they 
can  on  short  warning  raise  many  100s  New  Hampshire  men  to 
prevent  any  Soldiers  or  others  Settling  on  these  lands  &  curse 
the  regular  troops — That  said  Rioters  have  also  burnt  down  the 
house  of  ode  John  Eeid  that  same  day,  that  S  or  9  more  familys 
were  driven  off  their  lands  ,in  the  Deponents  vicinity  lately 
grant'd  to  them  by  N.  York  Government  according  toHisMajes- 
tys  Instructions.  That  said  Expell'd  people'  were  all  living  in 
&.  about  New  Perth  &  suffer'd  greatly  by  said  Expulsion  of  said 
New  Hampshire  men  who  now  claim  said  lands  that  the  Deponent 
is  also  credibly  Inform'd  said  Allen  Denys  the  Being  of  a  God  & 
Denys  that  that  there  is  any  Infernal  Spirit  existing,  &  further 
Saith  not. 

Sic  Subscribitur    Chahles  Hdtcheson. 

These  are  Therefore  in  His  Majestys  name  Commanding  yon 
John  Beid  Constable  in  said  County  forthwith  to  Call  a  Compe- 
tent Kumber,  of  Hftr  Majestys  good  Subjects  in  your  vicinity  to 
Arms  &  go  to  the  place  called  Rupert  were  it  is  said  these  Riot- 
ers reside  k  by  all  due  means  aprehend  the  said  Baker,  Allen, 
Sevil  k  Rob'  Cochran  with  their  said  Accomplices  &  them  bring 
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forthwith  before  me  or  some  other  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  Peace  in  &  for  said  County  to  be  Dealt  with  according  as  the 
Law  Directs.  Given  under  my  hand  &  .seal  at  New  Pertli  tlie 
12>i>dayof  Nov^l771. 

Sic  Subscribitnr    Alex  ;  McNaughton. 


ESa^  MCNACHTON  TO  COL.  FAMING. 

Sir 

Esq''s  Monro  &  Sifcen  being  indisposed  &  living  at  a  great 
distant  the  Expell'd  people,  sent  me  word  &  I  met  them  at  D' 
Clarlrs  liouse  In  New  Perth  tliis  day,  Issued  warrants  to  appre- 
hend the  New  Hampshire  rioters  &.  traitors  but  their  number  & 
Situation  in  the  mountains  in  such  that  I  am  of  Opinion  no 
Sheriff  or  constable  will  apreliend  them  That  it  will  be  highly 
necessary  for  His  Majestys  Peare  &  the  relief  of  these  distrest 
highlanders  wlio  fouglit  valiently  thru'  tiie  last  campaign  that 
His  Excellency  in  Council  Issue  His  Proclamation  offering  a 
reward  for  apprehending  those  abominable  wretches  That  tlien 
some  person  of  tiieir  own  sort  will  artfully  betray  them  This  I 
only  sugest  in  all  humility  but  on  the  very  Eve  of  a  long  Imrd 
winter  it  is  very  gchocking  to  see  so  many  poor  famUys  reduced 
to  so  great  Distress  arid  if  tliey  had  not  been  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  the  Rev'd  M^  Clark  &  his  people  their  Straits  must 
have  been  exceeding  great.  An  attempt  will.be  made  in  a  fe\r 
days  to  arrest  them  &,  shall  then  advise  you  of  the  event  am  Sir 
Your  most  Humble  Servant 

Alexander  Mc  Nachton. 

New  Perth  NovM2«' 1771. 

To  Col:  Fanning  Secretary 
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MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL 


E  TO  TI-IE  GOVERNOa  OF  HEW  HAMPSHIRE  S  LETTER  TOUCHING 
THE  RIOTOUS  BEHAVIOUR  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  GRANTEES. 

[Coar.c.  Min.  XXVI.] 

Ik  Council  November  .IS'h  1771. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  communicate  a  Letter  of  the 
19*  day  of  Octobea:  last,  from  Benning  Wentliwortli  Esq'' 
(Jovenior  of  the  province  of  New  Hampshire,  in  Answer  to  a 
Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  province, 
complaining  of  an  Exparte'  Survey  of  the  River  Connecticut 
lately  made  by  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  also  informing 
Governor  Wentworth  of  the  Riotous  Behaviour  of  Persons  within 
tills  province  claiming  Lands  under  Grants  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  tliat  the  Riotous  Spirit  of  those  people  seems  to  be  greatly 
owing  to  the  assurances  tliey  pretend  to  have  received  from 
Governor  Wentworth  that  the  Line  will  be  altered.so  as  to  include 
the  said  claimants  witliiii  the  Jurisdiction  of  liis  Government — 
in  which  Letter  Governor  Wentwortli  utterly  disclaims  any  such 
or  the  like  Assurances,  and  declares  that  lie'  had  invai'iably 
recommended  implicit  obedience  to  the  Laws,  and  upon  all 
occasions  positively  disavowed  any  connections  with  those  people, 
and  observes  that  lie  thought  it  unnecessary  to  consult  this 
Cfovernment  previous  to  the  late  Survey  of  Connecticut  River, 
as  that  River  is  comprehended  within  the  Limits  of  his  own 
Government. 

The  Board  taking  into  Consideration  the  dangerous  Tendency 
of  the  Disturbances  at  present  prevailing  in  tliat  part  of  the 
Country,  and  that  Governor  Wentworth  liad  not  thought  proper 
by  pubhc  act  of  his  Government  to  disavow  the  assurances,  the 
Rioters  pretend  to  have  received  from  him,.humbly  advised  Ms 
Excellency,  and  it  is  accordingly  ordered  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  with  the  Advice  of  the  Council,  that  a  proclamation 
be  prepared  notifying  tlie  declaration  of  Governor  Wentworth 
on  this  subject  contained  in  liis  Letter  above  mentioned — Stating 
the  claim  of  this  Province,  to  tlie  Lands  Westward  of  Connecticut 
River—Strictly  iiijoining  the  Lihabitants  of  those  Lands  to  yield- 
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Obedience  to  the  Laws  witliio  tliis  .Government :  And  dorecUng 
thp  Magistrates  and  other  Civil  Officers  to  be  vigilant  in  their 
Duty  and  attentive  to  the  Preservation  of  the  public  Peace  ;  and 
to  transmit  the  Names  of  all  offenders  liereiu,tliatsudi  measures 
may  be  taken  for  their  punishment,  as  the  Nature  of  their  Crimes 
shall  require — And  that  tlie  Draft  of  such  proclamation  when 
prepared  be  laid  before  his  Excellency  for  the  approbation  of  this 
Board. 


OUBEE  IN  COUNCIL  FOR  THE  .ARREST  OF  ETHAN  ALLEN 
AND  OTHER  KIOTEES. 

[Connc.  Min.  XXVI.  ] 

In  Council  November  27"i  1771. 
His  Excellency  communicated  to  the  Board  a  Letter  from 
Alexander  McNaghten  Esquire,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Albany,  advising  that  he  had  in 
pursuance  of  his  Excellency's  Directions  by  the  Advice  of  the 
Board  of  the  21^'  August  last,  inquired  into  the  Riotous  Conduiit 
of  the  persons  who  had  forcibly  dispossessed  Donald  Mclntire 
and  others;  seated  on  Lands  Eastward  of  Hudson's  River  under 
Grants  of  this  province,  and  had  issued  a  Wai'rant  for  appre- 
hending Robert  Coclcran  and  three  other  persp^s,  known  by  the 
Sirnames  of  Allen,  Baker  and  Sevil,  charged  with  pulling  down 
and  burnmg  the  House  of  Charles  Hutcheson,  and  with  burning 
the  House.of  John  Reid  ;  But  that  he  apprehended  the  Number 
of  thc'New  Hampshu-e  Rioters  and  their  situation  in  the  Moun- 
tains was  such,  that  no  Sherif  or  Constable  would  apprehend 
them  and  that  it  would  be  highly  necessary  for  the  public  peace 
and  the- Relief  of  the  sufferers  to  offer  a  Reward  for  apprehend- 
ing the  offenders— Whereupon  it  is  ordered  by  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  that  a  proclama- 
tion issue  for  apprehending  the  said  Cochran,  Allen,  Baker  and 
Sevil,  and  the  other  Five  persons  charged  with  the  Felony  and 
the  Riots  lately  committed  by  them,  and  offering  of  Twenty 
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pounds  to  be  paid  to  the  Persons  who  shall  apprehend  and 
secure  each  and  either  of  the  said  offenders,  that  they  may  be 
proceeded  agamst  as  the  Law  directs. 

f  Here  follows  the  Proclamation  above  directed,  dated  9th  Dec'r  1771,  which 
is  omitted  83  its  substance  is  embodied  in  the  preceding  Order, — Ed,] 


PROCLAMATION 


REITEBATJHG  T 


By  his  Excellency  William  Tryen 
Esquire  Captain  General  and  Governor 
in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of 
New  York  and  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America,  Chancellor  and 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same. 

A  PROCLAMATION 
Whereas  it  is  the  ancient  and  incoptestible  Right  of  this 
Colony  to  extend  to  Connecticut  River  as  its  Eastern  Boundary; 
and  sundry  loose  and  disorderly  Persons  pretending  a  Claim 
under  New  Hampshire  to  Lands  far  Westward  of  the  said 
River,  and  even  within  seventeen  miles  of  Hudsons  River 
daily  commit  Acts  of  Violence;  openly  bid  Defiance  to  the 
Authority  of  tijis  Government  by  opposing  the  Execution 
of  every  legal  Process;  and  have  lately  burnt  several  Dwelling 
Houses,  and  by  Force  dispossessed  divers  Person  seated  under 
Titles  derived  from  this  Colony;  which  rioious  spirit  is  stimula- 
ted and  upheld  by  artful  and  wicked  Men,  who  endeavor  to 
delude  the  Ignorant  and  unwary  into  a  Belief  tliat  a  twenty 
mile  Line  from  Hudsons  Kiver,  is  the  Boundary  between  this 
Province  and  New  Hampshire,  and  that  its  Jurisdiction  will  be 
fix'd  and  ascertained  accordingly  by  his  Majesty's  Authority, 
agreable  to  the  assurances  they  pretend  to  have  received  trom 
the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire;  altlio'  by  a  Letter  to  me  of 
the  Id""  day  of  October  last  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of 
that  Province  utterly  disclaims  any  such  or  the  like  Assurances, 
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and  declares  "that  lie  had  invariably  recommended  implicit 
Obedience  to  the  Laws,  aud  .upon  all  occasions  positively  disa- 
vowed aijy  Connection  with  those  People.  And  Whereas  it  is 
become  higlily  necessary  that  this  Government  should  pursue 
the  most  rigorous  Measures  to  suppress  that  daring  and  licen- 
tious Spirit,  which  has  given  so  much  Disturbance  to  the 
public  Peace,  and  Interruption  to  the  Course  of  Justice:  In 
order  therefore  to  undeceive  such  deluded  Persons,  and  to  bring 
them  to  a  sense  of  the  Duty  and  Submission  they  owe  to  this 
Government;  and  that  none  may  pretend  Ignorance  of  the  just 
Title  of  this  Province  to  the  Lands  in  Question;  I  have  thought 
fit  with  the  Advice  of  hia  Majesty's  Council  to  issue  this  Procla- 
mation, hereby  pnblielEly  notifying,  That  King  Charles  the 
Second  by  bis  several  Letters  Patent  bearing  Date  the  12t'' 
day  of  March  166314  and  the  29"'  day  of  June  1674,  did  Give 
and  Grant  in  Fee  unto  his  Brother  James  Duke  of  York  the 
River  called  Hudson's  River,  and  "-Ml  the  Land  from  the  West 
Side  of  Connecticut  River  to  the  East  Side  of  Delaware  Bay  " — That 
until  the  year  1741,  the  Limits  of  the  Province'  of  New  Hamp- 
shire were  confined  to  the  Territory  granted  to  Mason  and  Gorges, 
which  extending  only  Sixty  Miles  from  the  Sea  Coast,  did  not 
approach  Connecticut  River  within  a  considerable  Distance— That 
in  the  year  1741  the  Crown  by  the  Royal  Commission  to  the  late 
Governor  of  that  Province,  first  extended  its  Limits  but  without 
eontracthig  the  Bounds  of  the  other  Colonies,  it  being  expressly 
declared  in  the  said  Commission,  that  New  Hampshire  shall 
extend  Westward  and  Northward  tintil  it  meets  with  his  Majesty's 
other  Governments — That  the  Controversy  between  the  two  Pro- 
vinces touching  their  respective  Limits,  first  commenced  in  the 
year  1749,  when  the  late  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  by  Letter 
of  tiie  n""  day  of.  November,  signified  to  the  then  Govemour  of 
this  Province,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  ■ 
make  Grants  of  the  unimproved  Lands  in  New  Hampshire;  and 
desired  Information  how  far  North  of  Albany  this  Province 
extended,  and  how  raanny  Miles  to  the  Eastward  of  Hudson's 
River,  Northward  of  the  Massachusetts  Line;  that  he  might 
govern  himself  accordingly — In  answer  to  which  Request,  this 
Government  by  Letter  of  the  9ti>  day  of  Aprill  1760,  asserted  tiiat 
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this  Province  is  bounded  Eastward  by  Connecticut  Hiver,  the 
before  mentioned  Letters  Patent  from  King  Charles  the  Second 
to  the  Dulie  of  Yorlj,  expressly  granting  all  the  Lands  from  the 
West  Side  of  Connecticut  River  to  the  East  Side  of  Delaware 
Bay — That  had  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  adverted  to 
an  obvious  Distinction  between  their  own  Claim  and  that  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  Colonies,  it  must  have  re- 
moved every  objection;  for,  however  exceptionable  in  other 
Respects,  the  Titles  of  the  two  latter  Governments  are  foudded  on 
Charters  prior  to  the  Establishment  of  New  York,  but  the  Royal 
Commission  wMch  first  connected  the  Bounds  of  New  Hampshire 
with  the  Limits  of  this  Province,  is  so  recent  as  the  year  1741 : 
and  priority  of  Title,  the  only  argument  which  could  be  urged  by 
Massachusetts  Bay  or  Connecticut,  is  with  Regard  to  New  Hamp- 
shire in  Favour  of  this  Province — The  late  Governour  Wentworth 
nevertheless  ifi  answer  to  the  Information  so  given  him  of  the 
unr[ue8tionable  Right  of  this  Colony  to  extend  to  Connecticut 
River,  by  his  Letter  of  the  25"!  Day  of  April  1750,  declared  that 
the  claim  of  NewTork  to  Connecticut  River  as  its  Eastern  Boun- 
dary, would  have  been  intirely  satisfactory,  had  not  the  two  Char-- 
ter  Governments  of  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut,  extended- 
their  Bounds  many  Miles  Westward  of  Connecticut  River  ;  and 
that  it  being  the  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  Council  of  that  Province, 
that  New  Hampsliire  had  an  equal  Right  to  claim  the  same  Extent 
of  Western  Boundary  with  those  Charter  Governments,  he  had 
before  the  preceeding  Letter  came  to  his  Hands,  granted  one 
Township,  due  North  of  the  Massachusets  Line,  and  by  Measure- 
ment tw-enty  four  Miles  East .  of  the  City  of  Albany — That  the 
Governor  of  this  Province  by  Letter  of  the  6"i  Day  of  June 
1750,  expressed  his  Surprize-  at  such  a  Procedure,  and  insisted 
if  it  was  Still  in  his  {Governor  Wentworth's)  Power  to  reeal  the 
Grant  he  had  made  of  the  said  Township,  his  doing  So  would  be 
but  an  Act  of  Justice  to  this  Government ;  and  that  otherwise  he 
should  tWnk  himself  obliged  to  send  a  Representation  of  the 
Matter  to  be  laid  before  "his  Majesty ;  That  as  to  Connecticut, 
their  Claim  was  founded  on  an  amicable  agreement  with  this 
Colony  in  1683,  afterwards  confirmed  by  King  William:  And 
that  with  respect  to  the  Massachusets  Bay-,  they  had  possessed 
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llieniselves  of  the  Lands  Westward  of  Connecticut  River  by 
Intrusion — That  the  said  late  Governor  of  New  Hampahire  by 
letter  of  the  22^  day  of  June  1750,  declared  the  Council  of  that 
Province  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  not  to  commence  a 
Dispute  with  this  Government  respecting  the  Western  Extent  of 
New  Hampshire,  until  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  should  be  further 
known  ;  and  accordingly  had  advised  tliat  lie  should  on  the  Part 
of  New  Hampshire,  make  a  Representation  of  the  Matter  to  liis 
Majesty  j  relying  that  the  Governor  of  this  Province  would  do 
tlie  Same  on  the  Part  of  New  York,  and  that  whatever  Should  be 
determined  thereon,  that  Government  would  esteem  their  Duty 
tu  acquiese  in  without  any  further  Dispute — That  there  was  no 
Possibility  of  vacating  the  Grant  lie  liad  inade,  but  that  if  it  should 
fiillbyhis  Majesty's.  Determination  within  the  Government  of 
New  York  it  would  he  void  of  course  That  this  Province  accepted 
of  the  proposal  contained  in  the  last  mentioned  Letter,  adding 
that  it  would  be  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  Provinces^ 
to  eschange  copies  of  each  others  Representation ;  to  which 
the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  consented,  promising  to 
transmit  an  authenticlt  copy  of  theirs  when  perfected  That  the 
late  Governor  of  that  Colony,  did  notwithstanding  State  and 
transmit  the  claim  of  New  Hampshire  to  his  Majestys  Ministers, 
by  Letter  dated  the  ^S*!  day  of  March  1750|1,  without  previously 
communicating  a  Copy  thereof  to  this  Government ;  the  first 
Intimation  of  which  Transaction  was  had  from  their  own  agent 
in  Great  Britain — That  the  Representation  containing  a  State  of 
the  claim  of  New  York  was  forwarded  to  the  proper  office  about 
the  close  of  the  year  1751;  and  Incroachments  having  been 
made  by  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire  on  the  Lands  and 
Possessions  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  of  New  York,  this  Govern- 
ment on  tiie  28'!'  day  of  July  1753  issued  a  Proclamation  for 
apprehending  ail  Persons  who  should  thereafter  under  Colour 
of  Title  from  New  Hampshire,  take  Possession  of  Lands  granted 
by  tliis  Province — That  after  this  Period  the  Matter  rested,  the 
Incursions  of  the  Indians  immediately  preceeding  the  late  War, 
obstructing  all  new  Settlements,  and  tlie  Government  of  New 
York,  confiding,  that  New  Hampshire  after  what  had  passed, 
would  not  venture  to  make  any  further  Grants  of  the  Lands  m 
Vol.  IV.  4S 
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Contest,  until  his  Majesty  should  be  pleased  to  determine  the 
Limits  between  his  two  Provinces,  as  every  suoli  Grant  could  be 
considei-ed  in  no  other  Light  tlian  as  a  mere  Nullity — But  the 
Government  of  New  Hampshire  totally  disregai'ding  the  solemn 
appeaj  to  his  Majesty  by  both  Provinces,  without  waiting  for 
the 'Royal  Decision,  issued  Grants  for  many  Townsliips  West- 
ward of  the  River  Connecticut,  some  of  wliich  ai'e  within  about 
seventeen  Miles  of  Hudson's  Riper,  and  others  on  the  Banks  of 
Wood  Creek  and  Lake  Champlain,  altho'  it  is  notorious  that  the 
whole  country  on  the  Borders  of  Massachusets  Bay,  and  partly 
on  the  late  claim  of  New  Hampshire,  was  very  anciently  and 
long  before  the  latter  Government  extended  even  to  Connecticut 
River,  granted  under  the  great  Seal  of  this  Province,  34,  28 
and  even  30  Miles  to  the  Eastward  of  Hudson's  River — That 
apprized  of  these  Proceedings  on  the  Part  of  New  Hampshire, 
The  Government  of  New  York  on  the  28"=  Bay  of  December 
1703,  issued  a  Proclamation  stating  the  Claim  of  both  Provinces 
to  the  contested  Lands;  asserting  the  ancient  Jurisdiction  of 
this  Colony  Eastward  to  Connecticut  River,  and  warning  all 
Persons  against  setling  such  Lands  under  Title  derived  from 
New  Hampshire — And  that  finally  to  put  an  End  to  tliis  Con- 
troversy, his  Majesty  was  pleased  by  his  Royal  order  bearing 
Date  the  SO'h  Day  of  July  1764,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
Council,  to  declare  the  Western  Banks  of  the  River  Connecticut 
from  where  it  enters  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  as  far 
North  as  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  the  Boun- 
dary Line  between  the  said  two  Pi-ovinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire  And  that  the  said  Royal  order  was  publicldy  notified 
by  proclamation  of  this  Government  enjoining  a  due  obedience 
thereto  on  the  Part  of  this  Colony — Fi-om  ail  which  is  B 
that  no  reasonable  or  well  grounded  objection  ( 
(gainst  the  Title  of  this  Province,  so  ancient  and  clear  in  itself, 
and  so  fully  established  by  his  Majesty's  Royal  Adjudication  and 
Authority;  and  that  those  who  presume  to  disturb  the  public 
Peace'  on  pretence  of  a  prior  Right  to  Lands  Westward  of  Con- 
necticut River,  under  the  groundless  Claim  of  the  Government 
of  New  Hampshire,  are  altogether  inexcusable,  and  will  justly 
draw  on  themselves  the  Severest  Punishment — I  do  therefore 
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JiereTiy  in  hia  Majesty's  Name  enjoin  reqiike  and  command  all 
Persons  residing  on  any  of  the  Lands  wittiin  this  Colony  hereto- 
fore claimed '  by  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  to  yield  the 
Strictest  Obedience  to  the  Laws,  and.  to  demean  themselvea  as 
good  and  faithful  subjects  within  tliis  Government,  as  they  will 
answer  the  contrary  at  their  Peril;  And  I  do  also  hereby  require 
all  Judges,  Justices,  Sherifs  and  other  Civil  Officers  to  be  vigilant 
in  their  Duty,  and  attentive  to  the  preservation  of  the  public 
Peace;  and  to  transmit  to  me  the  Names  of  all  Persons  who  shall 
for  the  future  be  found  exeiting  any  Riot,  under  whatever  pre- 
tence, or  perpetrathig  any  act  tending  to  a  Breach  of  the  Peace, 
or  the  Disturbance  of  Government,  with  a  particular  Informa- 
tion of  the  circumstances  attending  the  same,  that  such  measures 
may  be  taken  for  the  Punishment  of  the  Offenders  as  the  Nature 
of  their  Crimes  sliall  require. 

Given  under  nsy  Hand  and  Sea3  at  Arms  at  Fort  George  ia 
the  City  of  New  York  the  eleventh  Day  of  December  1771  in 
the  twelfth  yeai'  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the 
third  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland 
King  Defender  of  the  Faith  and  so  forth, 

W«  Tryon. 

By  His  Excellency's  Command- 
Gw.  Banyab  D  Seery 

God  Save  the  King. 


GOV.  WENTWORTH  TO  GOV.  TRYON. 

New  Hampshire  8"'  Jany  1772. 
Sir 

By  the  inelos'd  Copy,  from  y"  Jomnal  of  his  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil for  this  Province  upon  communicating  to  them  your  Excellen- 
cy's Letters  to  me  dated  Fort  George  N:  York  Oct.  2'^  1771  and 
23''  Dec  1771  together  with  your  Proclamation  inelos'd  in  the 
letter,  and  my  answer  to  the  Srst  Letter ;  It  will  appear  that  I 
cannot  issue  any  public  Act  relative  to  those  violences  recited 
in  your  Excellency's  Letters  &  Proclamation  as  done  in  the 
Province  of  New  York  unless  in  possitive  contrariety  to  their 
express  advice,  officially  required, and  given  me  upon  this  occa- 
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sioa  :  notwithstand?.  I  must  herein  be  denyed  the  satisfac- 
tion of  Executing  yont  Excellency's  request  in  these  mat- 
ters, it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  there  hatli  not 
been  any  Disturbances  on  the  Banks  of  the  Connecticut  River, 
where  tlie  Inhabitants  of  New  York  have  daily  Intercourse  with 
those  of  this  Government ;  but  on  the  contrary,  That  the  reported 
Evils  are  confin'd  to  a  small  District  remote  from  our  boun- 
dary Line,  &  more  immediately  connected  with  Hudson's  River, 
&  tlie  Colony's  «f  Connecticut  &  JVIassa-bay,  from  whence  they 
originally  migrated. 

It  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  violence  &  illegal  Opposition  to 
Government  is  the  aversion  of  this  province  from  their  exem- 
plary Conduct,  especially  for  five  years  past;  Ev'ry  contrary 
assurance  or  pretence  must  be  groundless  Sc  proceed  from  artful 
wicked  men,  injurious  to  the  Interest  &  diametrically  opposite 
to  the  public  &  private  opinion  and  Desire  of  this  Province. 

I  am  extremely  obliged,  &  will  embrace  the  firet  Opportr, 
that  the  public  Service  will  permit,  to  avail  myself  of  the  honor 
your  Excellency  does  me  in  an  Invitation  to  New  York ;  & 
shall  receive  very  great  satisfaction  if  at  any  time  I  may  have 
the  pleasure  of  your  company  at  Portsmouth  •  being  with  the 
greatest  Trath  &  regai-d.     Sir 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

J.  "Wentworth. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Tryon. 


MINUTE  OF  THE  N.  H.  COUNCIL. 

Province  of  Kew  Hampshire 

At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth,  by  his  Excellency's  Sum- 
mons on  Thursday  the  8^''  day  of  Januaiy  1772. 
Present 
His  Excellency  John  Wektworth  Esq^  Governor  &c. 
Theodore  Atkinson  \  Daniel  Peirt 


Daniel  Warner  /  George  Jeffrey 

Peter  Levins  >  Esq'=  Daniel  Rogers 

Jonathan  Warner  \.  Peter  Oilman 

Daniel  Rindge  /  Tho»  West''''  Waldroi 


^  of  the 
^  Conn- 
S   cil. 
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His  Excellency  the  Governour  having  laid  before  the  Council 
for  their  advice,  Two  Letters  from  his  Excell'^y  Governor  Tryon 
of  New  York  dated  Ootob'^  1771,  and  DecemV.SS'i  1771,  the 
latter  inclosing  a  proclamation — also  Copy  of  hia  Escellency's 
Answer  to  the  first  Letter. 

The  premises  being  read,  it  is  consider'd  That  by  His  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council  20**1  j-a\y  1764  the  Western  Bank  of  Connecti- 
cut River  was  then  commanded  to  be  the  West  Bounds  of  this 
Province  and  that  this  Government  has  been  &  is  intirely  obe- 
dient thereto ;  Therefore  the  said  proclamation,  relating  wholly 
to  matters  and  Things  without  the  Boundaries  of  this  Province ; 
it  is  advised  that  the  publication  thereof,  by  authority  of  this 
Province  would  be  Extra-Provincial,  therefore  in  our  opinion 
improper,  and  that  his  Excellency  is  further  advised  not  to 
issue  any  Proclamation  relating  to  the  Premises. 

Secondly.  That  it  is  not  expedient  for  this  Government  in  any 
wise  to  interfere  with  or  concern  in  running  the  Lines  between  his 
Majesty's  Provinces  of  New  York  and  Canada,  which  (by  his 
Excell")'  Gov"^  Tryon's  Letter  of  23'''i  Dec  1771)  is  already 
begun  by  Commissioner  appointed  for  that  Service  agreeable  to 
his  Majesty's  Instructions,  "  wherein  it  does  not  appear  that  this 
Provinces  is  refer'd  to  or  mentioned." 

A  True  Copy  from  the  Minutes  of  Council 

Attest'  Geo  :  King  Depy  Secy. 


JUDGE  LORB  TO  GOV.  TRYON. 

Putney  January  29.  A.  D.  1772. 

To  his  Excellency  William  Tryon  Esc[''  Capt"  General 

Governor  &.  Comander   in   chief  in    &   over   his 

majesies  Province  of  New  York  in  America  k"  &e 

V^'vZk  Joseph  Lord  Esq'  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 

cuioijeiiiirKi  Count  <^f  Comon  Plcas  for  the  County  of  Cumberland,  Beg's 

leave  at  this  time  (The  other  Two  Judges   being 

absent)  to  Represent. 
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That  a  Great  Riot  composed  of  Sereatj  or  Eighty  Persons  on 

the  Twenty  Seventh  Day  of  this  Instant  January  hapened  at 

Putney  the  towh  of  liis  Residence  Consisting  of  People  from  the 

side  of  New  Hampshire.     The  Facts  are  as  PoUowetli — 

One  Jonas  Moor  of  this  Township  in  the  Inferiour  Court  of 

Comon  Pleas  at  June  Terra  last  piisf  Recovered 
K  EUM™"       Jiidgmelit  against  one  Leonard  Spalding  also  of  this 

Township  for  about  Forty  Pounds  including  costs^ — 
a  Fieri  Facias  having  issued  to  Satisfie  the  Judgment,  on  tlie 
goods  and  Chattels  of  said  Spaulding,  The  Sherif  by  his  Deputy 
Seized  some  Cattel  &  Goods  of  said  Spaulding  to  Satisfie  the  Same, 
which  he  committed  into  tlie  hands  of  said  Moor  to  keep  in  his 
Dwelling  house  until!  the  Day  by  the  Sherif  appointed  foi-  the 
Sale  of  them.  But  before  that  Day  viz'  the  Evening  of  the 
Twenty  Seventh  Instant  a  Partie  from  IN"ew  Hampshire  Side  of 
the  River  to  the  number  of  Seventy  or  Eighty  came  to  the  house 
where  tlie  goods  were  Deposited,  and  broke  open  the  Door,  took 
the  goods  &  carried  them  away,  after  insulting  in  various  Ways, 
said  Moors  Family  &.'^.  I  liave  talien  some  Depositions,  relating 
to  this  matter,  as  many'I  could,  in  so  Short  a  time  as  I  could 
have  before  M'  Grout  sets  out  on  his  journey  to  New  York,  by 
whom  I  send  tliis  Letter,  &  transmitt  the  Depositions  taken  in 
this  affair. 

I  have  farther  to  represent  to  your  Excellency — That  I  being 

now  arrived  to  the  Sixty  Eighth  year  of  my  age, 
^inmSon  jf"is  ^  attended  with  the  infirmities  common  to  advanced 
j^UMi^^lpMcey^^i'S)  sach  as   great   Deafness,  Loss  of  Memory 

dimness  of  Sight,  and  at  times  a  paraiitie  tremor  in 
my  hands  &=  which  disqualifie  toe  for  full,  free  &  Perfect 
Discharge  of  the  Offices  of  Second  Judge  of  the  Inferiour  Court 
of  Comon  Pleas,  &  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  I  have  sustained 
In  the  County  for  several  years  last  past,  atid  having  a  desire  to 
retire  from  Publick  business,  and  Spend  the  remainder  of  my 
Days,  in  a  calm  retirement  therefrom,  &  concern  myself  in 
nothing  else,  but  doing  good  to  my  numerous  family  &  Neighbours, 
&  Praying  for  the  KING,  your  Excellency,  &  all  other  the  Kiiig's 
Officers,  &,  Prepare  for  a  Glorious  Immortality  Therefore 
Humbly  entreat  your  Excellency  to  appoint  some  other  Person 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


NEW   HAMPSHIKE   GRANTS.  759 

^■iiGiiiaE  ciiaiiJiM  to  said  Offices  in  my  room  &  sted — And  I  beg  leave 

Junr  Esquire 

Recomiueiided.     to  Becommend  Thomas  Chandler  jiin''  Esq"^  as  the 
best  qualified,  &  who  will  be,  as  I  apprehend,  as 
well  accepted  in  that  Seat  on  the  Bench,  as  any  person  in  the 
County,  that  I  have  acquaintance  with  or  knowledge  of. 

I  have  yet  to  crave  your  Excellency's  Patience  &  Leave  to 
Eecoinoiend  to  your  Excelleucys  Favour  M''  John 
^coindc"  io  Grout  attorney  at  Law,  who  hath  Suffered  much  by 
persons  Enemica!  to  this  Government,  &  to  him  on 
account  of  his  firm  attachment  to  it,  &  endeavours  to  maintain 
good  Order  &  Justice  therein. — Truth  itself  Obliges  me  to  say, 
That  his  Practice  as  an  attorney  in  this  County,  has  always 
Entitled  him  to  the  good  opinion  of  the  Court  &'the  best  Gentle- 
men in  the  County  as  I  apprehend,  altho  Riotous  persona  & 
parties,  Friends  to  New  Hampshire,  &  enemies  to  good  Order 
have  given  him  much  Trouble,  which  he  has  bom  with  great 
magHenimity,  &  Strove  in  a  Legal  and  Dispassionate  way  to  over 
come.  Your  ExceUeney  being  perfectly  Humane  will  Delight  in 
Protecting  him. 

And  now  Hoping  the  Tumults  &  Confusions  in  this  County 
made  by  the  People  of  New  Hampshire  are  nigh  coming  to  an 
End  by  your  wise  administi-ation  which  will  much  Eejoyceliim, 
who  with  Profound  Respect,  ask's  leave  to  subscribe  himself, 
Your  Excellency's  Devoted 

Obedient  and  most  Humble  Serv* 
M'  Tryon  Joseph  Lohd. 

(Endorsed)  Read  in  Council  Feby.  28'^  1772. 


JUDGE  CHANDLER  TO  GOV.  TRYON 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

I  have  to  acquaint  you  witli  a  Rietous  affair  that  happened  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland  on  the  27""  Day  of  January  Last, 
vizt  a  Number  of  Persons  from  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire to  the  Number  of  about  70  or  80  assembled  themselves 
together  came  into  Putney  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  went 
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to  a  house  took  away  a,  pai'cel  ot  goods  that  was  deposited  in  a 
house  hy  an  officer,  Carryed  them  away  over  Counecticutt  River 
iuto  HanipsMre,  aiid  Threatmed  to  Do  many  other  Felonious 
actions,  viz*  to  go  to  Chester  Pull  Down  y*  Jail,  and.  Deliver 
some  Prisoners  out  of  Jail,  a  true  Representation  whereof  will 
be  communicated  to  your  Excellency  by  Joseph  Lord  Esq''  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  pleas  for  y* 
County  of ■  Cumberland,  so  thatjf  the  Jail  had  been  in  any  one 
of  the  River  Towns  (so  called)  as  prayed  for  by  some  the  Jail 
bad  by  said  (mad)  Rietors  been  pulled  Down,  your  Excellency 
will,  therefore  see  that,  it  will  on  this  account  be  best  to  con- 
tinue the  Jail  and  Courts  in  y^  center  of  the  County  if  no  other 
Reasons  vi^ere  gi!ven  but  to  prevent  such  sudden  mischiefs  being 
perpetrated  as  may  be  done  on  a  suddin  heat  of  Passion. 

.  I  understand,  may  it  please  your  Excellency  that  the  said 
I<ord  is  about  to  make  a  Kesignalion  of  his  office  e^  Judge  &" 
but  as  there  is  no  person  in  the  County  that  ■will  till  up  the 
vacancy  so  well,  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  Continue  him  in 
Office  in  the  Next  Commission  that  comes  out. 

As  to  the  Nomination  of  y*  Civil  authority  for  y^  County  of 
Cumberland,  that  I  Deliver'd  to  your  Excellency,  there  is  Two 
persons  mentioned  in  tlie  said  Nomination  that  were  not  of  my 
flaming,  And  I  think  it  would  bo  better  for  the  peace  of  the 
Towns,  where  they  live  as  well  as  y^*  Peace  of  y"  County  not  to 
make  them  Justices  viz*  William.  Davis  and  David  Stone,  Stone 
lives  in  Windsor  amongst  the  Riotous  Inhabitants  where  there 
is  two  parties  and  for  this  Reason  I  am  of  y^  opinion  that  to 
omit  appointing  any  Justice  of  y«  Peace  in  Windsor  for  y" 
present  will  be  best,  but  I  submit  mv  Judgment  to  your  Excel- 
lency's wise  Determination. 

I  would  Beg  leave  to  Recommend  to  your  Excellencys  favour 
Daniel  Whipple  Esqt  High  Sheriff  of  Cumberland  County  who 
was  very  faithful!  in  striving  to  apprehend  the  Windsor  Rietors, 
for  which  good  services  His  Late  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Dun- 
more  and  the  Honourable  His  Majestys  Council  made  him  a 
Grant  of  a  Township  of  Land,  and  he  is  now  come  to  your 
Excellency  to  take  out  a  Patent  for  y«  same. 
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I  hunilily  pray  your  Excellency  to  favour  Iiira  with  a  Patent 
of  tlie  said  Grant 

I  would  also  Begg  leave  to  Inform  your  Excellency,  that 
James  Rogers  Esq'  of  Kent,  obtained  a  grant  of  the  Township 
of  Land  called  Kent  in  Cumberland  County,  and  I  was  y*  person 
that  gave  him  the  Bounds,  and  a  Warrant  of  Survey  was 
granted  and  a  Return  made,  but  the  Patent  did  not  follow 
according  to  y«  Bounds  made,  and  no  Just  Reason,  that  I  can 
learn,  why  it  did  not  Issue  according  to  the  Grant,  the  bounds 
mentioned  in  the  Patent  leaves  out  all  the  Buildings  and  Improve- 
ments in  Kent,  and  unless  the  Patent  is  Eectiiied  (which  I 
presume  it  is  Easy  to  be  Done)  it  will  Ruin  the  Township  and 
the  Settlers,  and  y=  Settlement  of  ye  same. 

I  would  therefore  Intreat  your  Excellency  in  your  wonted 
goodness  and  favour  to  make  the  Patent  agreable  to  y"  said  Grant. 

I  would  also  pray  your  Excellency  to  acquaint  Governor 
Wentworth  of  the  said  Riotous  affair  when  you  have  M^  Lords 
Information  (which  I  have  not  had  time  to  get  since  I  came 
home)  that  the  Rietors  may  be  brouglit  to  justice. 

from  your  Excellency s  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant 

Chester  6"  February  1772.  Thomas  Chandler. 

To  His  Excellency  "William  Tryon  Esq. 

P.  S.  If  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  make  a  grant 
to  the  said  Judge  Lord,  for  his  good  services,  in  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  but  more  especially  for  assisting  the  Sheriff  with 
the  Posse  when  he  went  to  apprehend  the  Rietors  at  Windsor, 
wherein  he  was  very  servisable  in  stilling  the  same,  and  for 
whic!i  he  has  never  had  any  Reward  as  some  others  have  had, 
In  some  of  the  unappropriated  Lands  in  this  Province  or  in 
some  of  the  Townships  that  was  granted  by  the  Late  Governor 
Wentworth  XSec^,  that  he  granted  to  himself  and  which  by  a 
Late  Resolve  of  the  present  Governor  Wentworthandy^.Council 
of  y"  Province  of  New  Hampshire  Declared  Did  not  convey  a 
title  to  y^  said  Governor  Wentworth  Bea^  I  should  take  it  M  * 
great  mark  of  favour  from  your  Excellencys  Dutifull 
Obedient  and  most  Humble  Servant 

Thomas  Chandler. 
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.  MUNRO  TO  GOV.  TKYON. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency  in  due  obedience  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's Command  T  herewith  send  you  tlie  Information  of 
Benjamin  Buck  and  Jonathan  White  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  behaviour  of  their  neighbours  and  who's  information 
may  be  depended  on  for  trouth  for  I  forced  them  in  a  manner  j 
not  but  that  they  were  willing  but  they  aie  afraid  of  the  Mob's 
destroying  all  their  property. 

I  would  not  be  understood  that  I  mean  to  draw  your  EkccI- 
lenojs  displeasure  upon  them,  but  I  find  that  every  act  of 
indulgence  which  the  Government  offers  is  rejected  with  disdain ; 
and  by  the  best  Information  I  can  get  they  are  determined  to 
oppose  the  authority  of  this  Government  assigning  for  reason 
that  sliould  they  comply  it  will  weaken  their  New  Hampshire 
Title,  and  they  shall  lose  all  their  Lands  for  this  reason  they 
shall  iFight  'till  they  die ;  however  if  this  Benington  was  well 
drest  I  presume  all  the  "rest  will  fall  of  course  and  that  the 
Government  will  be  restored  to  peace. 

My  House  was  to  he  Burnt  a  New  Years  day  yet  Providence 
have  preserved  all  as  yet  and  had  they  come  according  to  the 
Information  I  had,  I,  was  ready  for  to  receive  tliem,  however  I 
am  very  glad  they  did  not  appear. 

I  am  informed  that  they  have  established  a  Company  in 
Bennington  Commanded  by  John  Warner  of  said  Town  and  that 
a  New  Years  day  he  had  his  Company  reviewed  and  continued 
all  day  flreing  at  marks — I  have  sent  several  summons  after  a 
tiiitober  of  the  Spectator's,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  transmit  to 
your  Excellency  a  proper  return  of  this  Company  but  as  yet 
not  one  appeared,  however  I  shall  have  some  of  them  by 
and  by. 

Your  Excellency's  Friendship  to  the  Inhabitance  of  Durham 
■will  be  of  great  service  and  help  greatly  to  strenthen  the  interest 
of  Gov«rameDt  in  those  "parts  the  rioters  I  am  told  have 
turned  much  against  them  for  taking  grants  horn  this  Govern- 
ment. 

I  shall  from  time  to  time  endcavoTir  to  give  your  Escelleney 
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every  Information  that  shall  be  necessaxy  to  support  the  authority 
of  this  Government. 

I  am  with  Due  Submission 
Your  Excellency's 
faithful  servant  to  Command 
John  Mtjbeo. 
P :  8 :     I  hope  yout  Excellency   received  my   Packet  of 
November  last  containing  some  Informations  and  what  I  had  done 
iii  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  letter  to  the  Justices. 
(Endorsed)     To  His  Excellency  William  Tryon  Esquire  &" 
Reed  ye  i7ih  Feb^  1772 


INFOHMATION  OF  BEiVBUCK. 

Albany  ss :  The  information  of  Benjamin  Buck  who  being 
duly  sworn  saitli  that  on  or  about  the  Beginning  of  this 
instant  January  he  called  at  the  House  of  Cap'  Stephen  Fay  in 
Bennington  Tavern  keeper,  for  some  refreshment  for  himself 
and  Horse  iipon  coming  into  the  House  lie  found  a  number  of 
People  in  the  House  as  if  they  were  engaged  in  business,  upon 
which  the  deponent  asked,  and  if  they  were,  he  should  go  into 
another  room,  they  all  desired  Iiim  to  Join  that  their  Business 
was  not  private  upon  which  the  deponent  sat  down  amongst 
them ;  when  Present  Samuel  Robinson  of  Bennington  Etlien 
Allen  of  Salsbury  Boston  Government  and  Robert  Cockrun 
formerly  of  Bennington,  but  at  Present  some  where  abonts  the 
Township  called  Rupert,  with  many  other  Persons;  when  the 
deponent  went  into  the  House  the  said  Sam' Robinson  liadtlie 
Governor's  Proclamation  dated  at  New  York  Dec  ll'S  1771, 
Beading  of  it  to  the  Company  and  when  he  came  to  the  follow- 
ing Paragraph  "  whereas  it  is  the  ancient  and  incontestible  right 
of  this  Colony  to  extend  to  Connecticut  River  as  its  Eastern 
Boundary,"  M''  Robinson  was  Pleased  to  say  that  he  knew  that 
to  be  a  Damn  lie,  then  he  read  on  till  he  came  to  where  His 
Excellency  informs  them  of  his  receiving  a  letter  from  Governor 
Wentworth  dated  tlie   IS'l"  of  Ocf   last,   M''  Robison  in  like 
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manner  assured  tlie  company  that  it  was  a  grand  falsehood,  for 
he  knew  to  the  Contraiy  that  the  whole  was  a  Draught  of 
Duanes  and  had  been  in  a  Draught  for  some  years  ;  after  the 
Proclamation  was  read  M'  Robinson  asked  the  Deponent  what 
he  thought  of  it,  to  which  the  deponent  answered  and  said,  my 
oppinion  is  that  York  Government  will  hold  all  the  lands,  upon 
which  the  said  Ethen  Allen  came  up  behind  the  Deponent 
and  struck  him  three  times  and  said  you  are  a  Damn  Bastard 
of  old  Munro's,  we  shall  make  a  hell  of  His  House  and  turn 
burn  him  in  it,  and  every  son  of  a  bitch  that  will  take  his  part 
it's  no  wonder  to  suppose  you  one  of  that  Principle  for  old  Cole 
lives  upon  one  side  of  you  and  old  Willoghby  the  other  side — 
the  Deponent  answered  that  if  it  should  be  the  right  of  New 
Hampshire,  might  would  overcome  right,  M^  Allen  said  how 
can  you  be  such  a  Damn  fool  have  we  not  always  overcome 
them,  and  one  hundred  miles  to  the  Northward  and  if  they  shall 
ever  come  again  we  shall  Drive  them  two  hundred  miles  and 
send  them  to  hell ;  upon  their  Reading  the  Governors  name  to 
the.  Proclamation.  So  your  name  is  Tryon,  tri  on  and  be  Damn 
he  shall  have  his  match  if  he  comes  here  and  many  such 
Expressions  and  further  the  deponent  saith  not 

Benjamin  Buck 
Sworn  before  me  at  Fowlis  in  the  County 
aforesaid  this  24'h  day  of  Jany  1772 

John  Munro  Justice. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  JONATHAN  WHEATE. 

Albany  ss:  Jonathan  White  of  Shafsbury  euming  this  even- 
ing past  the  House  of  John  Blackely  of  Shafsbury  aforesaid  the 
said  Blakely  Called  out  hew  comes  there  the  Deponent  answered 
Jonathan  White,  well  what  dis  the  Mahomet  say,  the  deponent 
answered  not  much,  then  the  said  John  Blakely  asked  the  Depo- 
nent what  he  thought  of  the  Proclamation,  the  deponent  answered 
I  dont  think  much  of  it  for  I  believed  it  all  before  I  saw  it — the 
said  Blakely  answered  and  said  its  a  Damn  thing  and  the  Gover- 


,yGoo»^lc 


NEW   HAMPSHIHE    GEANTS.  765 

nor  may  stick  it  in  his  ARS — tlie  said  John  Blakely  toM  the  De- 
ponent repeatedly  that  if  ever  the  land  should  get  Baek  to  New 
Hampshire  that  every  man  that  was  a  Yorker  should  be  ruined, 
and  hove  oif  the  land.  One  Joshua  Beats  of  Shafsbury  aforesaid 
did  in  like  manner  told  the  deponant  that  if  the  Yorkers  got  the' 
land  and  drive  them  off  they  would  come  every  year  and  destroy 
all  and  every  Persons  substance  that  would  ofer  to  Settle  upon 
the  lands  &"^  the  deponant  says  that  in  General  the  Inhabitants 
are  more  inraged  against  the  Government  since  the  last  Procla- 
mation was  Published  then  ever  they  were  before  and  that  a 
number  of  them  are  determined  to  fight  till  they  die;  and  that 
they  will  not  submit  to  the  authority  of  this  Government;  asign- 
ing  for  a  reason  that  if  they  should  submit  to  the  authority  of 
Government  they  shall  lose  their  lands,  but  as  long  as  they  shall 
[bej  joined  togither  they  would  hold  the  land  and  keep  off  the 
Yorkers  and  farther  saith  not. 

JOSATHAK  WhEATE. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Towlis  in  the 
County  of  Albany  aforesaid  this28'i' 
day  of  January  1772. 

JoHK  MuNHo  Justice. 


JUDGE  LOKD  TO  GOV.  TMON. 

Putney  Fahv'y  W^  1772. 
May  it  p,Iease  your  Excellency 

By  my  letter  of  29"'  of  January  Last  pass't,  I  informed  your 
Excellency  of  a  Great  Riot  that  hapened  here,  composed  intir«ly 
of  People  from  the  side  of  New  Hampshire — TJkewise  Informed 
I  was  inquiring  thereof,  taking  Depositions  therefor  (Being 
apprehensive  Inquiry  by  a  Jury  was  not  practicable  at  that  time) 
but  since  tliat  time  finding  Inquiry  by  a  Jury  would  not  be  un- 
safe I  therefore  undertook  it  with  the  assistance  of  M''  Thomas 
Chandler  jun'  &  M"^  William  Willard  two  of  his  Majs  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  this  County,  To  be  short.  Five  of  the  principal 
Rioters  came  &  submitted  themselves  to  the  Law  (before  any 
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warrants  Issued  against  them)  Their  sensability  of  their  fault 
the  apparent  signes  of  Eepeatance  with  their  submission  would 
hardly  fail  of  Exciting  compassion.  Furthermore  I  am  to  inform 
your  Excellency  That  the  Rioters  have  ben  &  paid  &  satisfied 
the  judgement  on  which  the  Fieri  Facias  issued  and  made  ample 
satisfaction  to  all  persons  injured  by  them.  And  good  order  is 
now  restored  In  this  County  as  formerly — And  I  apprehend  on 
a  more  Solid  Basis,  People  now  seeming  to  be  sensible  that  dis- 
turbers of  the  Peace  must  pay  Dear  for  their  Folley. 

And  Inasinuch  as  in  a  tbregoing  Riot,  it  has  been  Represented 
That,  they  receive  encouragenient  in  their  Rebellion  from  New 
Hampshire  side  of  the  River  &o,  I  tho't-  it  Proper  to  subjoin 
the  Following,  viz'  That  I  cannot  find,  in  this  Riot,  any  Gen- 
tlejnen,  Majestrate  or  officers  were  encouragers,  abbettors  or 
assistants;  so  fax  from  that,  they  upon  their  first  hearing  of  it, 
Gave  a  Laudable  Testimony  of  tbejr  abhorrence  of  it.  And 
when  inquiry  was  making  by  ns  upon  the  very  West  Bant  of 
the  River  (so  nigh  them)  Gentlemen  Spectators  expressed  their 
abhorrence  of  their  doings,  neither  had  we  the  least  opposition 
or  Disturbance  given  us.  Mes''^  Bellows  &  Olcot  Two  of  the 
next  justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  New  Hamp- 
shire Government  exerted  themselves,  on  this  Occasion,  and  Ex 
Officio,  Issued  their  warrants  apprehended  some,  brought  them 
before  them — ^Bound  to  their  appearance  (nigh  the  number  30) 
at  the  next  Superior  Court,  to  be  held  in  Cheshire  County,  there 
to  answer  for  their  unlawfull  assembling  &  other  misdemeanors. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  give  your  Excellency  this  Information  & 
donbt  not  it  will  be  alike  acceptable  to,  and  Please  your  Excel- 
lency. If  your  Excellency  is  desirous  of  further  Information  & 
more  particular,  the  bearer  can  give  it,  viz*  M^  John  Grout.  I 
am  your's  to  command  & 

Most  Obedient  Hum'*  Serv°' 

Joseph  Lord. 

To  his  Excellency  William  Tryon  Esq'' 

Governour  New  York. 

(Endorsed)     1772  Feby:  28.     Read  in  Council. 
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ORDER  OF  THE  GOVks  OF  THE  N.  Y.  COLLEGE  FOR  THE 
SETTLEMENT  OF  THEIR  TOWNSHIP  OF  KINGSLAND. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  Kings  College  m 
the  City  of  New  York  on  Monday  the  17"'  Day  of 
February  1773  at  the  House  of  Richard  Hull. 
Pkksent, 
M'  Attorney  General  M''  Lispenard 

M'-  Mayor  M^  Duane 

The  Sen'  Mins;  of  the  Dutch  Chm-cli     Lord  Stirling 
M'  Henry  Cruger  M''  Jones 

,    Coll"  Philipae  Coll"  Morris 

M'  Livingston  M'  Banyar 

M^  Clarkson  M'  William  "Walton 

The  Min:  of  the  Lutheran  Church  M'  Inglis 
Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Board  that  the  former 
Encom-agement  given  by  this  Corporation  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Township  of  Kingsland  has  proved  insufficient  to  answer 
the  purpose  thereby  Entended,  and  the  same  being  now  duly 
weighed  and  Considered  This  Board  do  therefore  unanimously 
Resolve — First  that  an  actual  survey  be  made  of  the  whole 
Tract,  and  one  thousand  acres  thereof  be  laid  oxit  Into  square 
Lotts  of  Ten  acres  each  for  a  Town  Spott,  the  Center  Lott  of 
which  shall  forever  remain  an  open  square  or  green.  Secondly, 
That  the  said  Lotts  be  divided  by  streets  of  one  chain  wide 
except  the  two  main  Streets  to  be  run  in  right  angles  through 
the  middle  of  the  said  Town  and  Center  Lott  which  are  to  be 
laid  out  one  Chain  and  an  half  wide  and  to  extend  in  direct 
courses  through  the  whole  Town  plot  dividing  equally  those  Lotts 
through  which  they  pass.  Thirdly.  That  the  Bemainder  of  the 
Tract  be  also  divided  into  Lotts  of  one  thousand  acres  each, 
the  courses  of  which  to  be  well  ascertained  and  described  la 
such  manner  that  each  Lottmay  be  thereby  subdivided  into  Lotts 
of  one  hundred  acres  as  occasion  may  require  and  a  full  and 
perfect  description  be  given  of  the  Quality  of  each  Lott  and 
the  Streams  and  places  fit  for  Water  works  be  also  laid  down 
and  fully  described.    Also  that  in  dividing  and  laying  out  the 
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said  Tract  regard  be  had  to  the  Main  Streets  of  the  said  Town 
Plott.  Fourthly.  That  the  Corporation  will  give  and  Grant  in 
Fee  Simple  to  the  first  twelve  setlei-s  that  shall  go  and  settle  on 
the  said  Tract  of  Land  any  one  of  the  said  Ten  acre  Lotts  and 
also  one  hundred  acres  of  Land  any  where 'out  of  the  said  Town 
plott  for  a  farm,  to  be  located  by  Lines  at  right  angles  oa  Condi- 
tion that  they  build  on  the  Town  Lotts  and  actually  inhabit 
tiiere  witliin  Two  years  from  the  Twenty  fifth  day  of  March 
nest  Also  that  one  of  the  Ten  Acre  Lotts  be  given  to  a  minister 
of  the  gospel  besides  the  one  hundred  Acres  formerly  promised 
for  a  Glebe. 

Ordered  that  M'  Duane,  M^  Eanyar,  Mr  ICempe  M^  Hicks  & 
M'  William  Walton  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  be  a  Committee 
to  carry  the  above  Resolves  into  Execution  and  that  they  have 
power  to  Treat  and  agree  witli  the  said  Twelve  Setlers  and  Such 
others  as  shall  incline  to  Settle  on  the  said  Tract,  and  to  take 
such  Seeui-ities  as  they  can  best  obtain  for  the  speedy  Settlement 
of  the  said  Town  Lotts,  and  also  to  Draw  on  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Corporation  from  time  to  time  for  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  to  complete  the  said  Survey  and  Division. 

Ordered  That  the  small  Lotts  fronting  upon  the  Center  Square 
be  reserved  to  be  hereafter  appropriated  for  such  publick  Buildings 
as  this  Corporation  shall  think  fitt,  and  that  the  above  Committee 
have  also  power  to  appropriate  two  of  the  said  Lotts  for  a  Church 
and  Court  House  if  they  shall  lind  it  proper. 

A  true  copy  Lamb''  Mooee,  Scery 


A  List  of  the  Civil  officers  ibr  Gloucester  County  New  York 
Province  FebJ- 1772 

John  Taplin  Eaqnire  first  Jndgo 

Thomas  Sumner  Esquire  Second  Jud: 

John  Peters  Bsqr  Clerk 

John  Toplib  Jur  Esciuire  Sheriff 

JftmeH  Pennoek  Jur  Ji  }  CoronerB 

Samnel  Han  Esqr         J  good  character 

James  Pennoek 

Thomas  Chamberlaic 
Assistant  Justices    Joel  Marsh — reed  by  Wells — Peters  says  good 

John  Hatch 

Beojamin  Whitecomh — not  known 
by  order  of  John  Taplin  Bsqr  Chief  Judge  this  List  is  returned 

Test    Jobs  Peiees  Clk 
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GOV.  WENTWORTII  TO  GOT.  TRYON. 
Sir 

Our  mutual  Friend  Captain  Holland,  who  arrived  here  this 
Day  from  New  York,  informs  me  that  many  People  are  soliciting 
to  obtain  Patents  for  a  Tract  of  Land  on  the  West  Bank  of 
Connecticut  River,  formerly  granted  under  the  seal  of  this 
Province  by  the  Kame  of  Roeknigham,  ^and  since  by  His 
Majesty's  Order  in  Council  annexed  to  the  Province  of  New- 
York  ; — In  this  Township  of  Rockingham  M''  Samuel  Wentworth 
late  of  Boston  was  interested  about  five  thousand  acres,  on  which 
he  had  made  some  Improvement;  This  was  intended  for  a  son 
of  M'  Wentworth,  a  youth  now  advanced  to  a  sufRcient  Age  to 
settle  thereon  ;  And  as  it  is  his  whole  Dependance,  He  is  entirely 
solicitous  to  have  It  at  all  adventures,  secured  to  him ;  Permit 
me  therefore  to  intreat  your  Excellency's  favorable  Preference 
in  malcing  a  new  Grant  to  this  youth  M'  Benning  Wentworth  of 
the  said  5000  Acres  in  Rockingham,  which  Captain  Holland 
informs  me  are  marked  off  in  an  intire  &  sepai-ate  Lot  in  said 
Township.  In  hopes  that  my  Request  in  Behalf  of  this  deserving 
young  Gentleman  may  succeed  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  adjoin 
the  Names  w^  Oaptaui  Holland  tells  me  are  necessary  in  making 
a  Conveyance  of  such  a  Tract  of  Land,  according  to  the  Practice 
in  New  York ;  and  shall  give  immediate  Directions  to  some 
Friends  there  to  give  the  necessary  attendance  for  compleating 
this  Business,  if  your  Excellency  is  so  good  to  favour  me  with 
that  Permission,  I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 
Your  Excellency's  very  faitliful  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

J.  Wentworth. 

Portsmouth  New  Hampshire  23''  March  1772. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Tryon  &= 

Names  to  be  inserted  in  the  Patent  of  5000  Acres  of  Land  in 
Rockingham  if  it  should  appear  expedient  to  His  Excellency 
Governor  Tryon  to  grant  said  Tract  for  M'  Wentworth  viz' 
Benning  Wentworth        of  Hinsdale  in  New  Hampshire 

Vol.  IV.  49 
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MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL  RESPECTING  CEETAIN  iUOTEES 
ORDERED  TO  BE  APPREHENDED. 

In  Comicil  Maxch  26i"  1772. 
His  Excellency  communicated  to  the  Board  a  Letter  of  the  2<* 
March  Instantfrom  Henry  Ten  EyckJuQ''Esq'Sherif  of  Albany, 
acknowledging  the  Receit  of  the  proclamation  of  the  9"'  December 
for  apprehending  certain  Riotors  therein  named,  and  acquainting 
his  Excellency  tliat  three  of  them  Baker,  Allen  and  Sevel,  are 
retired  to  the  Neighbouring  Government  That  he  has  not  been 
able  to  apprehend  any  of  the  Rest.  But  that  from  the  Conduct 
and  Behaviour  of  those  who  were  at  Home,  tho'  not  particnlaiOy 
mentioned  or  concerned  in  the  Riot,  he  finds  thegreatestappear- 
ance  of  a  determined  Resolution  not  to  submit  to  the  GoTcrnment: 
And  tills  he  found  particularly  verified  by  the  Conduct  of  Eight 
or  nine  who  were  armed  with  Guns  and  Clubs  in  which  manner 
they  came  to  the  House  of  one  Heermans  near  the  Indian  River 
where  iie  then  was,  and  from  their  Conduct  it  appeared  what 
thev  intended. 


SECRETARY  BANYAR  TO  JOSEPH  LORD,  ESQk 

New  York  3^  Aprill  1772. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  connnunicated  to  his  Majesty's 
Council  your  two  Letters  of  the  29"'  January  and  16 'i' February 
last,  giving  a  full  and  particular  account  of  a  Riot  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Putney  perpetrated  by  a  Body  of  People  from  the  East 
Side  of  the  River,  who  forcibly  carried  away  sundry  Goods,  taken 
in  Execution  and  their  property  in  the  Custody  of  the  Oflicer, 

The  circumstances  of  this  Riot  an  the  men  aggravated  as  the 
offenders  belong'd  to  another  Government ;_  it  was  therefore  with 
great  Propriety  that  the  Magistrates  of  New  Hampshire  exertei? 
themselves  in  bringing  them  to  Justice, 

Tour  own  Endeavours  for  Uie  same  Salutary  Purpose  have 
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met  with  the  iiitire  approbation  of  tlie  Board  and  tlie  Council, 
and  I  have  his  Excy's  Directions  to  Signify  the  same  to  you.  and 
that  he  sees  witli  mucli  Satisfaction  the  Readiness  with  which  you 
was  assisted  on  this  Occasion  by  the  nejghbs  Justices  Thomas 
Cliandler  Junior  and  William  Willatd  Esqf 

His  Escelleucy  desirous  of  retaining  in  Office  the  most 
respectable  Persons  in  tlie  County  could  not  think  of  appointing 
any  Person  as  Second  Judge  in  your  Stead,  He  has  however 
added  another  Gentleman  to  the  Bench,  wMeh  after  your  faithful 
Service  iu  that  County  will  give  you  an  opportunity,  with  less 
Prejudice  to  the  public,  of  tailing  as  little  share  of  the  Burthen 
of  the  Office,  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  yourself,  I  am  with 
very  gi'eat  Regard 


COL.  KEED  TO  GOV.  TRYON 


To  His  Excellency  The  Governor 

The  following  Thoughts  are  humbly  submitted  by  L*  Coll 
Eeid. 

As  a  Report  prevails  that  your  Excellency  in  Councill  propose 
soon  to  fix  upon  a  proper  situation  for  a  Court  House  to  be 
erected  in  Charlote  County,  I  therefore  think  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  following 
Extract  from  Lord  Dunmores  Letter  to  me  of  the  11""  ult  viz  : 
"  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  if  the  Legislature  should  pay  me 
the  compliment  of  fixing  upon  my  Land  for  the  Court  house 
to  stand  upon ;  and  in  that  event  I  shall  most  cheerfully  bmld  a 
Court  House  or  any  other  Buildings  that  may  be  thought  requi- 
site by  the  Publick." 

In  case  his  Lordship's  Land  should  be  fixed  upon  for  the 
above  pm-pose,  I  am  ready  to  give  Bond,  if  it  sliould  be  required, 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  what  he  has  offered. 

As  this  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  Inhabitants,  and 
to  every  person  having  an  Interest  in  that  County,  I  would 
humbly  beg  leave  to  observe  that  two  or  three  situaftons  have  been 
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talked  of  for  the  Court  House,  all  of  them  improper,  being  Hear 
the  Southern  Estremitys  of  the  County ;  because  it  is  demon- 
strable that  it  would  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  Connty,  and  of  course  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the 
Proprietors  of  Land  there  for  there  can  be  nc  doubt  that  the 
fixing  the  Court  House  to  the  Southward  will  naturally  draw 
the  Inhabitants  that  way  ;  whereas  if  it  should  be  placed  in  a 
more  centrical  situation,  it  will  be  a  means  of  diffusing  the 
Inhabitants  more  equally  through  every  part  of  the  County,  to 
the  equal  advantage  of  the  Proprietors  of  Land,  and  conveciency 
of  the  Inhabitants. 

Should  it  be  argued  that  how  soon  the  northern  part  of  the 
County  is  peopled,  it  is  to  be  formed  into  a  separate  County  ;  1 
would  answer  that  there  is  no  probability  of  its  happening  for 
at  least  "forty  years  to  come,  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  that 
extensive  Tract  of  Country,  being  at  present  so  inconsiderable. 

The  Proprietors  of  Lands,  as  well  as  the  Inhabitants,  in  the 
Southern  parts  of  that  County  already  possess  great  Advantages 
over  those  in  the  northern  parts,  by  their  enjoyment  of  a  milder 
Climate ;  and  being-nearer  to  a  settled  Country  and  to  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  Province,  they  can  hav6  a  ready  market  for  their 
Produce  at  a  much  smaller  expence  of  Carrriage ;  wliieh  with- 
out another  acquired  advantage,  must  naturally  increase  the 
value  of  tlieir  Lands,  which  already  bear  a  price,  and  conse- 
quently will  draw  settlers  to  them.  The  Proprietors  therefore, 
of  Lands  to  the  Northward,  who  are  equally  chargable  with  His 
Majesty's  Quit  Eents,  and  who  expect  to  meet  with  equall  Tavor, 
will  have  but  a  poor  chance  of  getting  their  lands  settled,  under 
so  many  disadvantages,  in  ease  a  situation  for  the  County  Town 
should  be  chose  near  the  Southern  Extremity  of  the  County, 
Any  Situation,  which  will  occassioa  a  long  land  Carriage  to  it, 
in  a  County  where  there  are  no  Koads,  must  be  ^ripous  to  tlie 
Inhabitants.  A  Situation,  therefore  neaily  pentrical,  providing 
it  enjoys  the  advantage  of  water  Carriage,  appears  to  be  most 
eligible.  In  a  County  where  a  great  part  of  the  Inhabitants  are 
disafected  to  this  Government,  and  have  been  subject  to  no  law, 
it  becomes  a  question,  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  place  the 
County  Town  hear  to  Crown  point,  where  the  Inhabitants  are 
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well  affected  to  this  Government,  and  where  the  Civil  Magistrate 
could  liave  the  assistance  of  a  military  Force  in  case  it  should 
at  any  time  be  foand-  absolutely  necessary  in  the  esecution  of 
his  Duty. 

All  tliat  I  wish  for  is,  that  such  a  Resolution  may  be  taken, 
as  will  tend  to  the  Honor  of  Government,  and  to  the  equal 
advantage  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  County. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

7th  Api  1772.  JoHH  Reid. 


PETITION  OF  THE  PROPRIETOKS  OF  SOCIA.LBORO'  &C. 

To  his  Excellency  William   Tryou  Esquire  Captain 
General   and    Governor  in  Chief  in    and   over  the 
Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of 
the  sariie. 
The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  who  are  interested  in  the 
Townships  of  Soeialborough,  Halesborough,    Newry 
Richmond  Kelso  Monckton  &  Durham  in  the  County 
of,  Charlotte, 
Most  humbly  Shewetli 

That  your  Petitioners  being  informed  that  the  appointment  of 
the  Township  or  place  for  holding  the  Courts  in  that  County  of 
Charlette,  will  soon  come  under  your  Excellency's  Consideration, 
They  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  suggest — 

That  the  Township  of  Socialborongh  is  nearly  central,  to  that 
part  of  the  Country,  which  will  probably  remain  a  separate 
County,  when  the  Northen  part  of  this  province  becomes  popu- 
lous (to  wit)  from  Batten  Kill,  to  an  East  Line  from  the  mouth 
of  Otter  Creek,  comprising  a  district  of  about  75  Miles  in 
length—- 

That  the  roads  leading  Northward  from  the  Massacbusett's 
Bay,  and  Westward  from  New  Hampshire,  both  pass  thro'  the 
said  Township  ;  which  your  Petitioners  conceive  a  strong  proof 
of  its  being  easy  of  Access — 
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That  the  said  Townslilp,  and  the  Lands  in  its  Neighbourhoodj 
are  remarkably  fertile,  and  pleasantly  situated,  on  a  fine  river 
called  Otter  Creek,  which  for  many  Miles  is  navigable  with  Bat- 
teaus,  and  would  be  throughout,  but  for  the  obstruction  of  the 
fells. 

That  from  the  best  information  your  Petitioners  are  able  to 
collect,  jtho' the  settlement  began  within  three  years,  there  are 
already  thirty  five  Families  in  Socialborough,  and  twenty  more 
have  made  Improvements,  &  are  expected  to  remove  thither  the 
ensuing  Spring ;  the  chief  of  whom  have  agreed  to  take  Titles 
for  their  Farms  under  this  Government. 

That  in  the  three  Townships  of  Durham,  Grafton,  and  Ches- 
terfield, wliich  adjoin  each  other,  and  extend  from  Socialborough 
Southward,  there  are  Ninety  six  Families  actually  settled,  who 
all  hold  their  Estates  under  this  Government. 

That  in  Chatham,  which  Is  the  next  Town  adjoining  Chester- 
field towards  the  South,  there  are  settled  Filteen  Families  ;  &  in 
Eugene,  which  adjoins  it  on  the  West,  Forty.  In  Princetown, 
which  adjoins  Chatham  on  the  Sonth,  Seventy  Families  ;  and  in 
the  West  Camden  which  adjoins  it  on  the  West,  Twelve  Families. 

That  those  making  in  the  whole  near  two  hundred  Heads  of 
Families,  chiefly  live  at  a  convenient  distance  from  Socfelbor- 
ough,  and  the  most  remote  of  them  not  exceeding  Forty  miles; 
and  have  already  the  advantage  of  a  tolerable  road,  thro'  which 
loaded  Carts  have  passed  from  Socialborough  to  Albany  the  last 
summer. 

That  Col.  Eeids  settlement,  which  is  furthest  North  and  which 
consists  of  about  Fifteen  Families,  is  at  no  greater  distance  from 
Socialborough  than  thirty  Miles  and  Major  Skene's  within  Twenty 
Miles. 

That  from  these  circumstances  yonr  Petitioners  hope  it  will 
appear  that  this  Township  is  well  situated  for  the  County  Town, 
and  not  only  convenient  to  the  greater  part  of  the  present  In- 
habitants, but  will  contiaue  to  be  so  to  the  Country  in  general 
(as  far  as  to  the  said  East  Line  from  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek,) 
when  it  becomes  populous  and  fully  improved. 

That  the  present  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County  are  very 
poor,  and  unable,  but  by  their  Labour,  to  contribute  any  thing 
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Scwards  the  Building  a  Court  House  and  Goal,  nor  is  any  Provi- 
sion made  for  that  purpose  by  law. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray,  that,  unless  your 
Excellency  shall  judge  some  other  place  to  be  more  proper,  the 
County  Town  of  ^he  said  County  may  be  fixed  at  Socialborough 
in  which  case  your  Petitioners  are  willing,  and  do  engage,  to 
raise  &.  pay  all  the  money,  which  shall  be  necessary  for  erecting 
a  convenient  Court  House  &  Goal  for  the  said  County, 
And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray  &c 


Chus  McEvers 
Hamilton  Young 
Theophj'laet  Bacbo 
Henry  Van  VIeck 
IVilliam  Liipton 
Thci>drs  Van  Wyck 
Isaac  KoosevBlt 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt 
Wm  Sheriff 


Eichd  Maitlandt  AUy 
W.  McAdam 
G:  Matnrin 
Stepn  Kcmble 
James  Phyn 
Adam  Gilkriat 
Saml  Deall 
■William  Cockburn 
by  order 


"Wm  Walton 
Jacob  Walton 
1:W:  Harris  Cruger 
Gerard  Walton 
John  De  Latioey 
Fred;  Da  Peyster  for 

self  fc  Dikir  Jiio  Jonea 
Tredk  V,  Cortlandt 
Garret  Bapalje 


1773.     April  8.  Read  in  Council 


CIVIL  OFFICERS  FOR  CMBERUND  CO. 


A  Nomination  for  the  Civfl  Authority  in  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland in  the  Province  of  New  York  1773. 

Thomas  Chandler  1 

Joseph  Lord  >   Judges  &c 

Samuel  Wells  J- 

Hoah  Sabin  1 

William  Willard  I 

Thomas  Chandler  Jnnr 

James  Rodgera 

Stephen  Greenleaf 


Assistant  Justices  ko. 


Wm  Willi 

Nathan  Stone 
Simeon  Stevens 
Ephtaim  Eanneej 
Samuel  Nichols 
Zadock  Wright 
David  Stone 
Jonathoi)  Burch  and 

Hatch 
Jolm  Chandler  Clerk 
Elias  Oloott  Coroner 
Daniel  Whipple  H:  Sheriff 


Justices  of  ye  Pcsmw 
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ACCOUNT  OF  THE  I'EMPEK 

OF  THE  RIOTEHS  IB  THE  EAHTEKN  PARTS  OF  THE  PROVINCE 

In  Council  15  April  1772 
His.  Excellency  eommimicated  to  the  Board  two  Letters  lio 
had  leceived  from  John  Munro  Esq''  one  of  liis  Majesty's  Justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Albany :  One  dated  28">  March, 
aci^uainting  his  Excellency,  that  he  had  proceeded  t^ainst  one 
of.  the  worst  men  among  tl^e  Eiotors,  and  should  have  had  him 
secured  in  Goal,  had  he  had  the  Assistance  of  Ten  Men  that 
would  have  taken  arms  and  obeyed  his  orders,  but  that  they  all 
riiu  into  the  Woods  when  they  ouglit  to  have  resisted;  that  two 
Constables  behav'd  well  during  the  whole  Time,  and  that  he 
has  transmitted  a  fnll  account  of  his  proceedings  to  the  Attorney 
General  who  will  wait  on  his  Excellency  with  it — That  he  is 
greatly  distress'd  having  no  other  Assistance  than  his  own  Ser- 
vants to  defend  his  person  and  property,  and  his  House  sur- 
rounded every  Night  by  the  Rioters,  firing  their  Guns  &c*  and 
that  he  has  Reason  to  be  thauhfidl  to  Divine  providence  for  their 
preservation,  as  had  they  not  acted  with  Spirit  and  Resolution, 
they  should  all  have  been  kill'd  on  the  spott;  tor  having  got  but 
a  small  Hole  in  the  Door,  one  of  the  Rioters  run  liis  pistol  through 
and  Snapt  it  at  his  Breast,  and  after  tliey  got  into  the  House  he 
flash'd  it  at  his  Servant  who  was  going  up  stairs  after  him, 
and  fired  at  the  Coustable  who  took  him.  And  that  he  hopes 
Ills  Excellency  will  loose  no  Time  in  affording  him  such  Relief 
as  the  Nature  of  the  Case  may  require — And  the  otlier  of  the 
said  Letters,  dated  the  G""  Instant,  in  which  the  said  M'  Justice 
Munroe  informs  his  Excellency,  that  the  Rioters  in  that  part  of 
the  Country  are  listing  Men  daily,  and  offer  £1 5  Bounty  to  every 
Man  that  joins  with  them,  and  thus  Strike  Terror  into  the  whole 
Country — -That  they  have  too  many  Friends  in  the  Coimtry 
owing  to  self  Interest,  and  that  he  Is  afraid  of  the  Consequences 
every  Moment,  as  he  cannot  find  any  Justice  or  one  Officer  now, 
fiiat  will  act  or  say  against  them.  That  he  is  almost  wore  out 
with  Watching,  and  that  nothing  saves  him  hut  tlie  Figure  he 
makes  about  his  House  with  Arms  &c°'.' 
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Names  and  Persons  who  rescued  Eemembei  Backer  produced 

m  Council  the  26^"  May  1772. 

Joseph  Bradley  Curtiss  Hawley  John  "Whisfon 

Lemi:iel  Bradlej  Elisha  Sherman  Austin  %ie\& , 

Jesse  Savvyer  Filow  Hurlbut  Justice  Sherwood 

Isaac  VantioDum  Abijah  Hurd  Caleb  .Hendersoa 

Abel  Castle  Jim  ■^'  '"" "'" 


EXAMINATION  AS  TO  THE  RIOTS  AT  BENNINGTON. 

In  Council  May  91^1772. 

Hazard  Wilcox  of  Bennington  in  the  County  of  Albany 
attending  without,  was  tailed  in,  and  being  examined  touching 
the  Riots  and  Disorders  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  declared 
that  be  lived  on  t)ie  patent  of  Wallumschaek  about  seventeen 
Miles  from  Hudson's  River,  and  that  he  understood  the  present 
Riotous  disposition  and  Conduct  of  the  people  there,  to  pro- 
ceed from  their  Claims  to  the  soil  under  tlie  Grants  of  New 
Hampshire;  tliat  many  he  was  of  opinion  would  be  willing  to 
purchase  Titles  under  this  Government  to  the  Lands  they  have 
improved,  but  were  detered  by  the  Majority  who  are  of  the 
contrary  opinion,  and  seem  determined.to  hold  their  possessions 
by  Force,  and  that  among  their  principal  Leaders  are  James 
Breakenridge,  Jedediali  Dewey  and  Stephen  Faey. 

The  said  Hazard  Wilcox  being  withdrawn,  and  theBoard  taking 
into  Consideration  the  present  State  of  that  part  of  the  Country, 
and  being  unwilling  to  adopt  severe  Measures  while  there  ia 
any  prospect  that  lenient  Methods  may  prove  successful,  humbly 
advised  Ids  Excellency  to  signify  to  the  principal  persons  among 
the  said  Inhabitants,  that  they  should  lay  before  his  Excellency 
iu  Council  tlie  Canses  of  their  Illegal  proceedings  who  are  dis- 
posed to  examine  into  the  Grounds  of  their  Behaviour  and 
discontent,  and  as  far  as  is  in  tlieir  power,  to  give  them  such 
Relief  as  the  Nature  of  their  situation  and  Circumstances  wiU 
justify,  and  assuring  them  of  full  security  and  protection  to  any 
persons  wliom  they  shall  send  hither  for  tliat  pui-pose,  from  the 
Time  they  leave,  their  House  to  their  Return. 
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ARMED  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BENNINGTON  RIOTERS. 

Ill  Council  May  19'!'  1773. 

His  Excellency  communicated  to  the  Board  a  Letter  to  him 
from  M""  Justice  Monroe  of  the  3J  Instant,  with  a  Letter  fi-om 
Ebenezer  Cole  to  M''  Munroe  of  the  2^  Instant,  whereby  it 
appears  that  the  Rioters  had  brought  to  Bennington  two  pieces 
of  Cannon  and  a  Morter  piece  from  the  small  Fort  at  East  Hoseok 
with  povi'der  and  Ball,  and  were  making  great  preparations  for 
their  Defence,  giving  out  that  a  Body  of  Regulars  were_on  tlieir 
March  against  tliem.  And  that  Remember  Baker  and  his  party, 
went  the  day  before  to  tlie  House  of  Bliss  WiUonghby,  and  out 
him  in  a  barbarous  manner. 

His  Excellency  then  communicated  to  the  Board  the  Draft  of 
a  Letter  he  had  wrote  and  intended  to  forward  to  some  of  the 
Rioters  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolution  of  this  Board  at  their 
last  meeting,  which  being  read  and  approved  of,  was  Ordered  to 
be  forwarded  by  Letter  from  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Council 
to  the  Sherif  of  Albany,  with  directions  to  him  to  deliver  it  with 
his  own  Hands  to  M*^  Dewey  or  in  Case  of  his  Absence  to  any 
principal  Inhabitant  of  Bennington. 


GOY.  TRYON  TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  BENNINGTON. 

[Sladc^a  Vermont  Papcrs.l 

New  York,  May  19'i>  1773. 
Gentlemen, 

The  many  violent  and  illegal  acts  you  have  lately  committed 
against  the  peace  and  good  order  of  this  Province,  of  which  I 
have  frequent  proofs  and  informations,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
are  not  only  a  reproach  to  yourselves,  but  dangerous  and  injurious 
to  your  families  and  interests.  Cannot  fail  of  being  highly  offensive 
to  your  Sovereign.  Tou  may  depend,  a  perseverance  in  your 
disobedience  to,  and  violations  of,  tlie  Laws  of  your  Country, 
must  soon  draw  forth  against  you  the  exertions  of  tlie  Powers 
of  Government.    However,  being  sincerely  desirous  on  my  part, 
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to  avoid  compulsive  measures,  wliile  lenient  metliods  may  prove 
BuccessM ;  I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  write  you  to  lay  befoi'e  this 
government  the  causes  of  your  illegal  proceedings,  and  iti.s  with 
the  concurrence  and  advice  of  His  Majesty's  council,  tliat  I  send 
you  this  invitation,  who,  with  me,  are  disposed  to  examine  into 
the  grounds  of  your  behaviour  and  discontent,  with  deliberation 
and  candor,  and  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  give  such  relief  as  the 
nature  of  your  situation  and  circumstances  will  justiiy.  That 
there  may  be  no  obstruction  to  youi-  laying  before  me  in  Council, 
as  soon  as  possible,  a  fair  representation  of  your  conduct,  I  do 
hereby  engage  full  security  and  protection  to  any  persons  whom 
you  shall  choose  to  send  on  this  business  to  New  Yorii,  from  the 
time  tliey  leave  their  liomes  to  tlie  time  of  tlieir  return,  except 
Robert  Cocliran,  as  also  Allen,  Baker  and  Sevill,  mentioned  in 
my  proclamation  of  the  9'^  of  December  last,  and  Seth  Warner, 
wliose  audacious  behaviour  to  a  Civil  Magistrate  has  subjected 
him  to  the  penalties  of  the  laws  of  his  Country.  I  am  fold  M.' 
William  Dewey,  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  James  BrealiCnridge 
and  M^  Fay,  are  persons  in  whose  judgment  you  have  mucli 
confidence  ;  I  should  therefore  think  tljey  would  be  your  proper 
igers  on  a  business,  in  which  you  p.i-e  so  deeply  concerned ; 
Y  M'  Dewey,  who  lias  been  favorably  represented  heve 
since  my  appointment  to  tliis  Government.  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  has  signified  to  me,  that  the  Kin§  has  finally 
fixed  Connecticut  River  to  be  the  established  jnrisdiction  between 
the  Government  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire, 

Tliis  circumstance  I  mention  that  you  may  not  be  misled  or 
deceived  by  a  persuasion,  that  that  part  of  the  Country  you 
inhabit,  will  ever  be  annexed  to  the  Government  of  New 
Hampshire.  I  have  this  farther  motive  for  mentioning  the 
King's  final  decision,  that  by  your  receiving  this  aulliority,  of 
your  being  in  the  government  of  New  York  I  am  hopeful,  your 
future  conduct  will  justify  me,  in  assuring  his  Majesty  of  your 
dutiful  obedience  to  liis  royal  determination,  I  flatter  myself 
you  will  cheerfully  improve  this  final  offer  of  reconciling 
yourselves  to  this  Government.     I  am  your  friend 

Wm.  Tryom. 
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JONATHAN  WHEAT'S  AFFIDAVIT. 

City  of  New  York,  ss-.  Jonathan  Wheat  of  Shaftsbury  in 
the  County  of  Albany  Farmer  of  full  age,  being  duly  sworn 
deposetli  and  saith,  that  he  hath  lived  with  hia  Family  in  Shafts- 
bury  upwards  of  three  years  last  past  on  a  Lott  of  Land  which 
he  purchased  under  the  Title  of  New  Hampshire,  but  which  is 
included  in  Major  Small's  Grant  from  this  Province — That  he 
has  agreed  for  Major  StiiaU's  Title.  That  it  was  well  known 
among  the  People  in  that  Country  in  general  that  the  Deponent 
gave  a  Preference  to  the  Titles  under  the  Government  of  New 
York,  that  he  was  a  Fiiend  to  that  Government,  and  that,  tho 
strongly  solicited  to  it,  he  liad  refused  to  join  the  Mob  Party  on 
which  account  they  had  taken  great  Dislike  to  him,  and  look'd 
on  him  as  their  Enemy.  That  apprehensive  of  Danger  if  he 
dwelt  louger  among  them,  and  knowing  it  would  ruin  both  him 
and  his  Family  if  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  Farm,  he  went 
a  few  Days  before  he  lefl  Shaftsbury,  to  considt  and  ask  the 
advice  of  John  Bracket,  who  is  a  Person  living  in  Bennington, 
an  acquaintance  of  his,  and  who  keeps  up  a  good  understanding 
with  the  People  on  both  sides,  andto  endeavour  thro  bis  Means 
to  obtain  Protection  from  the  violences  of  the  Mob.  That 
Bracket  informed  him  the  Persons  who  committed  those  Violences 
were  not  the  People  to  apply  to  for  Protection.  That  the  Depo- 
nent then  asked  Bracket  how  long  time  it  would  require  to  make 
application  for  this  Purpose  to  the  proper  PfeiSons.  That 
Bracket  answered,  Brakenridge  was  gone  from  home  ;  that  the 
Deponent  then  asked  Bracliet  how  far  he  Bracket  must  go  to 
apply  or  speak  to  the  Head  Men.  That  Bracket  answered  ho 
must  go  beyond  the  Meeting  House,  by  whicli  the  Deponent 
understood  he  meant  to  go  to  Jedediah  Dewey  and  John  Fasset, 
whoses  Houses  from  the  spott  the  Deponent  and  Bracket  were 
then  in,  stand  beyond  the  meeting.  That  tho  Deponent  then 
ask'd  Bracket  if  he  did  not  mean  to  see  Landlord  Fay,  and 
whether  he  should  see  the  two  Robinsons,  to  which  Bracket 
answered  in  the  Affirmalive.  From  all  which  the  Deponent 
cleai'ly  understood  tliat  Bracket  look'd  upon  James  Brakenridge, 
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Tedediah  Dewey,  John  Fasset,  Stephen  Fey,  Samuel  Robinson 
and  Moses  Robinson,  to  be  the  Persons  who  rul'd  and  governed 
the  Riotous  Party  at  Bennington  and  the  adjacent  Towns — That 
Bracket  promised  to  go  the  next  Day  to  speak  to  the  abovenamed 
Persons  as  the  Deponent  usiderstood  and  to  give  the  Deponent 
an  Answer  but  did  not  go  and  the  Deponent  soon  after  having 
received  Information  from  divers  Persons  tljat  he  was  threatned, 
and  tliat  they  feai'd  he  would  be  kill'd,  thought  it  beet  to  avoid 
the  Danger,  and  .left  Sliaftebua^y  on  Sunday  the  l.^"*  Instant, 
leaving  "his  Family  who  had  not  been  tbreatned  behind  him. 
That  he  does  not  intend  to  return  to  his  Family  until  he  thinks 
he  may  do  it  with  safety.  That  the  Deponent  since  his  Residence 
at  Shaftsbury  has  been  informed  of  frequent  Kiots  and  Violences 
committed  by  the  People  of  Bennington  and  tlie  adjacent  Towns, 
except  Pownall  that  remains  quiet  and  peaceable ;  That  the 
Riotous  Pai'ty  among  the  People  who  are  by  far  the  most  numerous 
appear  to  him  resolutely  bent  if  they  cannot  otherwise  keep 
their  Possessions,  to  defend  them  by  Force  of  arms.  That  tliey 
hold  the  authority  and  Government  of  New  York  in  great 
Contempt  and  will  not  suffer  the  Magistrates  or  Civil  officers 
there  to  do  their  Duty  in  the  execution  of  their  offices  in  any 
Case  where  they  apprehend  the  least  Danger  of  their  being  taken 
to  answer  for  their  riotous  Proceedings. 

Jonathan  Wheat. 
Sworn  Before  his  Exeellency  the  Goveraor 

in  Council  the  29'''  Day  of  May  1772. 

and  Before  me 

Dan:  Horsmandeh. 


FURTHER  MINUTE  OP  COUNCIL  RESPECTING  THE 
RIOTERS. 

In  Council  June  3'-d  1772. 
His  Excellency  communicated  to  the  Board  a  Letter  of  the 
22'!  ultimo  from  Benjamin  Spencer  Esquire  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Albany,  informing  his 
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Excellency  of  the  Eiotous  spirit  which  now  prevails  among  the 
people  seated  under  Title  derived  from  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire — That  the  Inhabitants  of  Durham,  the  place  of  his 
own  Residence;  are  daily  threatned  to  be  driven  off  their 
possessions,  the  House  he  lives  in  to  be  Burnt,  and  that  he  is 
obliged  to  confine  himself  at  Home,  as  he  cannot  with  safety  go 
from  thence  to  transact  his  Business — As  also  a  Deposition 
therein  inclosed  of  Joseph  Pringle  taken  before  M'  Justice 
Spencer,  And  the  same  being  read  the  said  Joseph  Pringle  who 
attended  without,  was  called  in,  and  being  examined  at  the 
Board  his  Deposition  was  ordered  to  be  taken  and  sworn  to 
before  M'  Chief  Justice  Horsmanden. 

His  Exeellenoy  then  communicated  to  the  Board,  a  Letter 
from  Major  Philip  Skene  dated  the  28'h  ult"  advising  that  M^ 
Fay  and  several  others  had  been  with  him,  and  brought  a  Copy 
of  his  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  19th  of  May,  and  that  they 
promise  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  immediately  after  they  have 
communicated  the  Contents  of  the  Letter  to  the  people  of  Ben- 
nington and  the  adjacent  Country  on  the  East  side  of  Hudson's 
River. 


PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  GUILFOKD. 

To  His  Excellency  William  Tryon  Esquire  Captain 
General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America  Chancellor  and  vice  Admiral  of 
the  same. 
The  Petition  of  David  Field,  Silah  Barnard  Thomas  Cut- 
ler Asa  Rice  Francis  Rice  Peter  Rice  Silas  Cutlar 
Jotham  Biglo  Shubeld  EuUock  and  Joel  Biglo  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  their  associates  Inhabitanfs  of  the 
Township  of  Guilford  in  the  County  of  Cumberland 
and  Province  of  New  York. 
Most  Humbly  Slieweth. 
That  your  Petitioners  and  their  associates  on  t.ie  second  day 
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of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred 
and  Fifty  four  obtained  a  grant  from  the  Government  of  New 
Hampsliire  for  tlie  said  Guilford  Containing  Twenty  three  thou- 
sand and  ibrty  acres  of  land. 

That  in  pursuance  thereof  your  Petitioners  and  their  associ- 
ates settled  upon,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  same  at  a  very 
great  expence  conceiving  their  Title  to  be  good  until  after  the 
arrival  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Order  in  Ms  Privy  Council  of  the 
Twentietli  day  of  July  1 764  declaring  "  the  West  Banks  of  the 
River  Connecticut  from  where  it  enters  the  Province  of  tlie  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  as  far  North  as  tlie  forty  fifth  degree  of  Northern 
Latitude  to  be  the  boundary  Line  between  the  Provinces  of  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire." 

That  in  the  year  1765,  your  Petitioners  applied  to  Lieutenant 
Governor  Golden  for  a  Grant  of  the  said  Township  of  Guilford, 
which  his  Honor  promised  tliey  should  have  as  soon  as  the 
sundry  Petitions  Then  presented  for  Lands  in  that  part  of  the 
Country  came  under  consideration. 

That  your  Petitioners  in  the  year  1766  Presented  another 
Petition  to  His  Excellency  the  Late  Sii'  Henry  Moore  Baronet 
Praying  a  Grant  and  Confirmation  under  the  Great  Seal  of  this 
Province  This  Petition  as  well  as  the  former  being  either  neglect- 
ed or  mislaid  your  Petitioners  presented  a  second  in  the  year 
following  but  witli  the  like  ill  success. 

That  your  Petitioners  rested  some  years  without  further  appli- 
cation for  a  Grant  till  a  Patent  to  Colonel  Howai-d  comprehend- 
ing all  the  property  that  some  of  your  Petitioners  had  in  the 
world  induced  them  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  Two  Peti- 
tions lately  presented,  one  praying  a  Grant  to  your  Petitioners 
and  their  associates  of  such  part  of  the  Township  of  Guilford  as 
is  not  included  witiiin  Colonel  Howards  bounds  such  of  your 
Petitioners  as  reside  thereon  or  had  any  Claim  thereto  under 
the  New  Hampshire  Title  having  settled  with  and  given  up  or 
taken  leases  from  Colonel  Howard.  And  the  other  Petition 
praying  for  a  Grant  of  Twelve  thousand  acres  of  I^and  therein 
particularly  located  as  a  Compensation  for  the  Loss  they  sustained 
by  Colonel  Howards  grant. 

That  your  Petitioners  have  always  been  staunch  friends  to 
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the  interest  of  this  Government  particularly  at  the  time  of  the 
unhappy  Riots  at  Windsor  and  in  tlie  year  1770  chearfully  sub- 
scribed a  Petition  to  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  then  circulat- 
ing in  this  Country  htimbly  praying  that  the  Lands  westward 
of  the  River  Connecticut  In  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Gloucester  should  remain  to  the  Government  of  New  York,  for 
the  truth  of  which  facts  they  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency 
to  the  Gentleman  who  circulated  the  said  Petition,  one  of  whom 
is  now  at  New  York. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  confiding  in  -yom-  Excellencj'a 
Humanity  and  the  Tenderness  of  the  Honourable  board  most 
humbly  pray  in  behalf  of-  themselves  and  their  associates  that 
your  Excellency  will  be  favourably  pleased  to  Grant  to  your 
Petitioners  His  Majesty's  Letters  Patent  for  the  residue  of  the 
Township  of  Guilford  and  also  for  the  said  Tract  of  Twelve 
thousand  acres  in  the  Names  of  the  respective  persons  mentioned 
in  the  Schedule  subjoined  to  their  former  Petition. 

SiLAH  Barnard 

Guilford  May  the  David  Field 

Eleventh  1772  Thomas  Cutlak 


SCHEDULE  of  the  names  of  the  inhabitants  of  the   Township 
of  Guilford. 


David  Field  a  Wife  and  0  cliiMrea 

James  Cntlar  Wife  & 

5  children 

Silah  Barnard 

Edward  Bennitt      " 

Thorn  aa  Cutler 

1        " 

GerBhamRice 

7        " 

Asa  Rice 

'       T       " 

Enoch  Stowell        " 

5        " 

Francis  Rice 

6        " 

William  MichoUs    " 

Peter  Rice 

i        " 

Bljenezer  GoodeDOugh 

5 

Silas  Cutler 

11        " 

David  Stowell 

4 

Jotham  Biglo 

9 

David  Goodenough  " 

1        '• 

Aliiah  Rice 
Abiah  Rogers 

4        " 

Samuel  NiolcollB      " 

5        " 

S        " 

Paul  Chase              " 

2        " 

Daniel  Grew 

7        " 

William  Biglo         '■ 

3        " 

Hezekiah  Howell    ' 

11 

Kathl  Smith            " 

5        " 

ShubeldBulIoclc 

John  Barney           " 

4        " 

Jod  Biglo 

2        " 

Edward  Barney      " 

I        " 

Mid  Rice 

1 

Levi  Goodenovigli  " 

4        " 

Nathl  Carpenter 

8        " 

Ithamer  Goodenough 

C 

Daniel  Boy  den 

'       6       *' 

Jonathan  Hunt  No  Wife  or  child 

Joel  Cutler    No  W 

fe     7        " 

Seth  Du-iEht            " 

Samuel  MeHendy  a 

Wife  6 

Samuel  Field           " 

Jedediflli  Woods 

William  Morris        " 

Moses  Bisby  Mo  W 

ifo    6        " 

Matthew  Cleason      " 
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Ebenezer  Barnard    Ho  Wife  or  CMid 
Jiisepli  Barnard       "  " 

Obadiah  Dickenson  "  " 

Samuel  Barnard  Junr  " 

Charles  Coats  "  " 

James  Morris  "  " 

Samuel  Partridge    "  " 

Darid  Wells  ''  " 

AaronScott  "  " 

Jolia  Allen  Jnnr      "  " 

Richard  Crouch       '■  " 

John  Chaddiclc        "  " 

Jaines  Boyd  "  " 

Elijah  Williams        "  " 

Eieazer  Hawker       "  " 

John  Cnrtis  "  " 

John  Chaddich  Jur  "  " 

Nathl  Willard  "  " 

Beni ;  Green  a  'Viife  k  5  children 
Kathl  Green  No  Wife  or  child 
Timothy  Paiue  Wife  it  2  children 
Benj;  Egar  No  Wife  or  child 

Peter  Green        Wife  &  3  children 
Samll  Williams       "      4        " 
John  Curtis  "      6        " 

Ebenezer  Curtis      "      7       " 
GeovgB  Price        Ho  Wife  or  child 
Thos  WooMey    No  Wilfe  or  child 
John  Camps        Wife  Si  8  children 
Wm  Larkin  "      6        " 

Joseph  Jackson       "      5        " 
David  Ayers  "      9        " 

Daiid  Ayers  Jur  Ko  Wife  or  child 
Jonathan  Penney     "  "■ 

John  Shepardson  Wife  k  11  children 
Zephaniaii  Shepardson    4        " 


1772     June  9'''  Read  in  Council  & 
referred  to  a  Committee. 


Benja  Carpenter  Wife 

U  5  children 

Benja  Preston           " 

4 

Daniel  Whitaker     ." 

6 

Caleb  Cole 

John  Tim           No  Wife  o, 

•  child 

Daniel  Lyads        Wife  h  i  children 

Joshua  Nurs 

2 

William  White         " 

5 

Zacheus  Farnsworth 

T 

Gilea  Hubbeit 

3 

Jedediah  Woods      " 

7 

Barnabas  Russel       " 

Oliver  Wilson     No  Wife  oi 

■chiM 

Benoni  Smith      Wife  &  7  children 

Josiah  Scott             " 

2 

Henry  Hicks            " 

1 

Abel  Tory                " 

2 

Amos  Whiting         " 

6 

Ephraim  Whitmg     " 

Sami  Bennit             " 

1 

David  Weeks 

3 

SethWhltaker 

5 

John  Gaits               " 

Samnel  Mtlody        " 

Willm  Ramsdail       " 

2 

Wm  Bullock 

Merodock  Zelladsn  Smith  0 

Josiah  Allen             " 

G 

James  Kii^              " 

6 

Aquilla  Cleueland    " 

i 

Saml  Allen               " 

3 

David  Joy  Esqi-        " 

6 

James  Dennis            " 

3 

Menassa  B^ahy         " 
Jasper  Fartrigo        " 

2 

1 

.1  of  Townships  formerly  Granted  under  New  Hamp 
shii-e  and  since  confirmed  by  Letters  Patent  under  tlie  Great 
Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 


Brattleborough 

Springfield 

Saltash 

Hew  Fane 

Hartford 

Cavendish 

Putney 

Windsor 

Newbury 

Westminister 

Heading 

Corinth 

Chester 

Woodstock 

Wethersfldd 

Townships  for  which  Confirmations  have  not  issued  altho  long 
since  advised  to  be  granted. 


Hii-lifiix 

Barnet 

Winhall 

Fullum 

Stookbvidge 

WallingfoTd 

Thetford 

Bernard 

Bridgwater 

Fairly 

Tomlinson 

Sharon 

MBiGooi^le 
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List  of  Towasliips  formerly  granted  by  New  Hampsliire  for 
which  applications  have  been  made  by  petitions  to  tiie  Govern- 
ment of  New  York  praying  Confirmations  of  the  Said  Town- 
ships under  the  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  which 
petitions  were  on  the  IS""  Day  of  June  1772  advised  to  be 
granted  whenever  Ms  Majesty's  Instructions  will  permit  Grants 
to  be  made  of  said  Townships 


Guilford- 

Strafford 

Maidstone 

Wilmingtoa  or  Draper 

Kyegate 

Horwich 

Marlborough 

Peachara 

Ludlow 

Topsham 

Andovei- 

Eockingham 

Tunbridgo 

Pomfret 

Sew  Stamferd 

Limmetor, 

Stratton 

Winehead 

AvcriU 

Sbewsbury 

ORDER  RESPECTING  THE  SUFFERERS  BY  THE  BENNING- 
TON RIOTERS. 

In  Council  June  25^^  1772. 

A  memorial  of  Benjamin  Spencer,  Jacob  Marsh,  Ebenezer 
Cole,  Bliss  Willoughby  and  Jacob  Pringle,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  other  freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of 
Albany  and  Cliarlotte,  was  laid  before  the  Board  and  Read,  set- 
ting forth  the  distresses  of  the  People  in  that  part  of  the  Country, 
arising  from  the  Riotous  proceedings  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ben- 
nington and  of  that  vicinity  ;  And  praying  his  Excellency 
would  take  into  Consideration  their  distressed  situation,  and 
grant  them  all  that  Relief  and  Countenance  and  Protection,  which 
their  present  Circumstances  require,  and  which  as  faithful  and 
obedient  Subjects  they  have  just  reason  to  expect  from  the 
Wisdom  and  Justice  of  Government. 

Ordered  that  the  Consideration  of  the  said  Petition  be  deferd 
untii  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 


REPORT  OF  COUNCIL  ON  THE  DISORDERS  AT  BENNINGTON. 

In  Council  June  l^"  1773. 

Ml-  Smith  from  the  Committee  to  whom  by  order  of  the  SO"" 

of  June  last,  were  referred  the  Letter  of  lO'h  of  June  last,  from 

the  Inhabitants  of  Bennington  and  that  Vicinity,  and  tlie  several 
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gapers  mentioned  in  the  said  Order  relative  to  tlie  Disorders  and 
Disturbances  at  Benningtoa  and  the  Towns  adjacent  tliereto 
presented  to  liis  Excellency  the  Report  of  the  said  Committee 
thereupon,  which  being  read  was  on  the  question  being, put 
agreed  and  approved  of,  and  Stephen  Fay  and  Jonas  Fay  with 
the  otha-  persons  who  attended  at  the  Board  on  the  39^''  of  June 
were  called  in  and  the  Report  Read  in  their  presence,  and  they 
being  withdrawn. 

It  is  ordered  that  the  said  Report  be  entered  in  the  Minutes, 
and  the  Council  humbly  advised  his  Excellency  to  deliver  to  the 
parties  an  extract  of  so  much  of  the  said  Report,  as  relates  to 
the  Conditions  to  be  observed  by  the  parties  on  both  sides : 
Which  Report  is  in  the  words  following — 
May  it  please  Youa  Excellency. 

Among  the  Papers  referred  by  your  Excellency  to  this  Commit- 
tee for  their  Report,  is  an  answer  to  your  Excellency's  Letter  of 
tlie  IS'i"  May  last,  calling  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Bennington  and 
the  Towns  Adjacent,  for  the  Reasons  of  their  late  illegal  and 
unjustifiable  conduct  in  dispossessing  by  Force  and  Violence  the 
Setlers  who  had  quietly  and  Peaceably  Seated  themselves  under 
the  Grants  of  this  Province. 

In  this  answer  which  is  dated  the  19*  of  June  Instant,'  it  is 
urged  in  Behalf  of  those  Towns,  tliat  they  hold  the  Lands  they 
possess  by  virtue  of  Grantsi  made  by  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
sliii'e — That  they  deem'd  the  soil  to  be  within  the  Jurisdiction 
of  that  Government  until, the  year  1764,  when  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  declare  the  Western  Banks  of  Connecticut  River  to 
be  the  Boundary  between  his  two  Colonies  of  New  York  aud 
New  Hampshire.  That  the  Property  in  the  soil  was  not  altered, 
but  the  Jurisdiction  only  established  by  the  said  Order — That 
since  the  said  Order  sundry  Grants  have  been  made  by  this 
Government  on  the  Lands  granted  to  the  Claimants  under  New 
Hampshire,  which  they  conceive  to  be  contrary  to  the  Prohibi- 
tion contained  in  his  Majesty's  Instructions  to  his  Governor  of 
this  Province — That  the  proprietors  of  such  Grants  had  brought 
repeated  ejectments  to  dispossess  the  Settlers  under  New  Hamp- 

1  For  tills  lettsr  see  Slade's  Vermont  State  paperSj  p.  23.  where  it  is  dated  5tli 
June     Eo. 
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shire,  whose  proofs  on  Trials  of  their  Titles,  Tho'  talien  from 
authentic  Eficords,  were  rejected,  and  sufficient  Time  refused  to 
be  allowed  for  collecting  Evidence  to  support  their  Cause,  con- 
trary as  they  think  to  the  Laws  and  usages  of  this  Provincej 
That  many  persons  have  been  groundlessly  accused  and  indicted 
as  Rioters  and  thereby  greatly  harassed  and  distress'd  by  Impris- 
onment, unreasonable  Costs  and  long  and  unnecessary  attendance, 
particularly  one  Man,  who  had  attended  eight  Courts  successively 
without  being  discharged  from  his  Bonds — ^And  that  as  the 
Matter  in  Contest  is  now  biefore  his  Majesty  in  his  privy  Council, 
they  earnestly  pray  your  Excellency  to  quiet  them  in  their 
Possessions  until  his  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to 
determine  the  Controversy, 

Could  we  think  it  necessary  to  enter  on  a  Refutation  of  Facts 
unsupported  by  Proof,  and  grounded  merely  on  the  suggestion 
of  the  parties  accused,  the  committee  must  unavoidably  suspend 
their  Inquiry  as  to  what  relates  to  the  Prosecutions  and  Eject- 
ments in  Question  until  the  Return  of  the  Judges,  the  Attorney 
General,  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Bar, 
now  absent  on  the  Northern  Circuit,  from  whom  the  proper 
Information  as  to  these  Matters  can  only  be  obtained ;  and 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  for  such  Information  to 
the  Judges  and  officers  of  the  several  Courts. 

His  Majesty's  Orderdeclaring  the  Limits  of  the  two  Provinces, 
is  dated  the  20'!' July  1T64,  and  on  its  arrival  which  was  not 
xintil  about  the  10*''  April  1765,  was  communicated  by  the 
Governor  to  the  Council,  and  a  Proclamation'  issued  on  that  Day 
notifying  the  same  throughout  the  Province — In  Consequence 
whereof  -numerous  applications  were  made  principally  by  re- 
duced ofScers,  and  some  by  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  this 
Province  for  Lands  on  the  East  side  of  Hudson's  River ;  and  that 
no  Seller  under  New  Hampshire  might  be  dispossessed  by  Grants 
in  that  Quarter,  this  Government  thought  fit  by  Order  so  early 
88  the  22'i  of  May  1760,  to  direct  that  the  Surveyor  General 
should  make  no  Return  on  any  Warrant  of  Survey  then,  or 
which  might  thereafter  come  to  his  Hands,  of  any  Lands  possessed 
under  the  Grant  of  New  Hampshire,  unless  for  tlie  pei^ons  in 
actual  Possession  thereof. 
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Se^feral  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grantees  availing  tliemselves 
of  this  Order,  applied  for  and  obtained  Grants  of  the  Farms 
they  had  setled  and  improved,  while  others  confiding  in  the 
Validity  of  their  New  Hampshire  Titles,  rejected  the  Offer  with 
Contempt,  as  appears  by  one  of  the  Depositions  referred  to  us, 
wherein  it  was  declared  that  Samuel  Robinson  in  the  Fall  of  the 
Tear  1765,  made  application  in  Behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
Inhabitants  of  Bennington  for  a  confirmation  of  that  Township, 
but  this  part  of  the  said  Township  being  included  within  the 
Patent  of  Wailumschaek,  prior  in  Date  to  any  Grant  of  New 
Hampshire  Westward  of  Connecticut  Riper,  Lieutenant  Governor 
Golden  told  Robinson  other  Lands  should  be  granted  as  a  Com- 
pensation for  what  they  might  loose  by  that  Patent,  which  he 
declined;  and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Bennington  soon  after 
canle  to  a  resolution  to  prevent  any  survey  of  their  Township, 
and  to  support  their  Possessions  by  Force  even  against  any 
Judgment  at  Law. 

As  a  farther  Manifestation  of  the  favourable  Intentions  of 
this  Government  towards  the  Grantees  of  New  Hampshire,  an 
Order  was  made  by  the  Governor  in  Council  the  6^  June  1766, 
reciting  that  the  Board  having  under  Consideration  sundry  peti- 
tions for  Lands  lying  on  tlie  West  side  of  Connecticut  River, 
wliich  were  formerly  granted  by  Letters  Patent  under  the  Seal 
of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  but  wliich  were  then 
actually,  and  did  by  liis  Majesty's  said  Order  of  the  20*"  July 
1764  appear  to  lie  within  the  Limits  of  tliis  Province,  calling 
upon  all  Persons  holding  or  claiming  Lands  under  such  Grants, 
to  appear,  by  themselves  or  their  Attornies  and  produce  the 
same,  together  with  all  Deeds  Conveyances  or  other  Instruments 
by  which  they  derived  any  Claim  to  the  said  Lands,  and  declar- 
ing that  the  Claims  of  such  as  should  not  appear  and  support 
the  same  within  the  space  of  three  Months,  should  be  rejected: 
which  order  was  notified  by  its  Insertion  three  weeks  success- 
ively, in  one  of  the  public  News  Papers  printed  in  this  Colony, 

Th?  Grants  of' New  York  which  compreliend  any  part  of  the 
Lands  of  Bennington,  are  the  Wallumscback  Patent  dated  in 
1739,  the  patent  of  Schneyder  dated  the  24">  March  1762,  and 
the  patent  of  Michael  Scliallata  a  reduced  Staff  Officer  dated 
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the  SO'''  May  1765,  all  prior  to  the  application  made  iu  behalf 
of  the  Bennington  proprietors.  The  last  of  these  is  subse- 
quent but  a  few  Days  to  the  order  of  the  22^  May  1765,  in 
favor  of  the  New  Hampshire  settlers,  but  the  survey  of  that 
Tract  must  have  been  prior  to  that  order,  and  if  it  is  true  as 
now  alledgedj  that  there  were  several  settlers  within  the  Limits 
of  that  Grant  at  the  Time  issued  we  doubt  not  this  Fact  was 
then  unknown  to  Government ;  For  whenever  such  settlements 
were  discovered  it  has  been  usual  to  reserve  the  Land  to  be 
granted  to  the  Possessors,  who  in  many  Instances  refused  to  permit 
their  Farms  to  be  surveyed,  and  have  hitherto  declined  talcing 
their  Grants,  which  nevertheless  remain  to  be  issued  when 
applied  for,  of  which  there  is  a  notorious  Instance  in  the  case 
of  Remember  Baker,  who  has  nevertheless  distinguished  himself 
as  a  Leader  iji  the  late  violent  opposition  to  the  government  of 
this  Colony. 

The  Earliest  Instruction  restraining  the  Governor  of  tliis 
province  from  making  Grants  of  Lands  patented  by  New  Hamp- 
shire, bears  date  the  24"'  July  1767,  and  the  Grants  which  prin- 
cipally affect  the  Claimants  wliose  Case  is  now  under  our  Consider- 
ation, were  made  prior  to  the  date  of  that  Instmction,  and 
except  the  abovementioned  Patent  to  Schneyder,  and  the  Grant 
of  Prince  Town,  which  is  dated  the  21^'  of  May  1765  (antece- 
dent to  the  ci'der  in  Favour  of  the  actual  occupants  under  New 
Hampshire)  are  almost  wholly  confined  to  Officers  and  Soldiers 
intituled  to  his  Majesty's  Bounty,  by  virtue  of  tlie  Royal  Procla- 
mation of  the  7"'  of  October  176.3. 

To  prevent  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  from  extending 
their  Settlements  Westward  of  Counectiout  River,  a  Proclama- 
raation  was  issued  the  28'!'  of  July  1753,  when  few  if  any  had 
seated  themselves  there  under  that  Government,  In  1763  when 
the  first  Information  was  received  of  the  numerous  Grants  made 
by  New  Hampshire  and  that  no  one  might  plead  Ignorance  of 
tiie  Claim  of  this  Province,  a  like  Cautionary  Proclamation  was 
published  on  the  28"'  of  December  that  year,  at  wliich  Time 
tiie  Number  of  Settlers  on  the  contested  Lands  was  inconsiderable. 
His  Majesty's  Order  being  declarative  of  the  ancient  Boundary 
of  this  Province,  the  .Courts  of  Justice  can  as  we  conceive  shew 
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Htile  Regard  to  t!ie  recent  Claim  of  New  Hampsliire  to  Jurisdic- 
tion Westward  of  Connecticut  River,  but  this  Point  as  well  as 
tlie  legality  of  the  Grants  of  both  Governments  must  be  left  to 
the  Judgment  of  Law  ;  We  shall  only  observe,  that  the  Charters 
of  that  Province  appear  to  us  to  have  been  made  without 
express  Authority  from  the  Crown,  after  due  Notice  of  the 
ancient  Limits  of  this  Colony,  and  without  waiting  for  the  Royal 
DecissioR  as  had  been  stipulated  between  the  two  Governments  : 
On  the  other  Imnd,  tliat  the  Grants  of  New  York  were  made 
under  very  different  Circumstances,  for  the  Royal  Patents  of  the 
Duke  of  York  left  no  Doubt  as  to  the  Eastern  Limits  of  this 
Colony,  and  many  of  tlie  Grants  of  New  York  were  made  even 
before  New  Hampshire  claim'd  Jurisdiction  as  far  as  to  Connec- 
ticut River,  and  (where  the  Grants  of  the  two  Provinces  inter- 
fere) our  Grants  rarely  extend  fartlier  Eastward  than  the  Ancient 
Patents  granted  by  this  Province, 

The  Townsliips  at  present  under  Consideration  ai'r-  confined 
to  a  small  District  more  immediately  connected  with  Hudson's 
River.  The  Body  of  tlie  Inhabitants  lie  Eastward  of  these 
Towns,  are  obedient  to  the  Laws,  many  hare  taken  and  the  rest 
are  in  general  soliciting  Confirmations  under  tliis  Government ; 
while  the  People  of  Bennington  and  that  vicinity,  are  Riotous 
and  Disorderly,  and  tho'  their  Number  is  at  present  considerable 
We  humbly  conceive  it  would  be  both  Impolitic  and  unreasona- 
ble to  apply  any  Remedy  to  them,  that  might  be  Injurious  to 
otJiers,  and  its  Consequences  prove  a  source  of  perpetual  Contest 
and  Confusion.  Indeed  We  are  at  a  Loss  to  conceive  upon  what 
grounds  the  people  of  Bennington  and  that  neighlwrhood  can 
flatter  themselves  even  by  their  application  to  the  Crown,  with 
any  other  hope  tlian  of  obtaining  Confirmations  of  such  Parcels 
of  tlieir  New  Hampshire  Grants  as  are  not  comprehended  in  any 
patents  under  this  Colony,  the  rights  of  the  New  York  patentees 
being  as  uncontrovertable  as  tlie  claim  of  this  province  to  the 
Jurisdiction  of  that  country,  and  tiie  Question  of  Property  deter- 
minable only  in  the  King's  Courts  of  Law. 

The  Committee  in  great  tenderness  to  a  deluded  people  who 
are  in  danger  of  forfeiting  the  Favour  of  the  Crown  by  resisting 
the  authority  of  the  Laws,  and  with  a  prospect  of  restoring 
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Peace  in  that  District  are  nevertheless  desirous  that  your  Excel- 
lency should  afford  the  Inhabitants  of  these  Townships  all  the 
Relief  in  your  Power,  by  'suspeuding  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  known,  all  prosecutions  on  Behalf  of  the  Crown,  on 
account  of  the  Crimes  with  which  they  stand  chai'ged  by  the 
Depositions  before  us,  and  to  recommend  to  the  Owners  of  the 
contested  Lands  under  Grants  of  this  Province,  to  put  a  stop 
during  the  same  Period  to  all  Civil  Suits  concerning  the  Lands 
in  Question,  and  to  agree  with  the  Setlers  for  the  purchase 
thereof-  ou  moderate  Terms. 

And  the  Committee  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  your  Excel- 
lency do  adopt  Measures  so  extremely  lenient  on  their  submission 
to  the  following  Conditions. 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  Bennington  and  the  adjacent  Towns 
concerned  in  the  late  Disorders,  conform  themselves  to  the  Laws 
of  this  Government — That  the  Setlers  on  both  sides  shall  continue 
undisturbed — and  that  such  as  have  been  dispossess'd  or  forced 
by  Threats  or  other  means  to  desert  their  Farms,  do  in  futur* 
enjoy  their  possessions  iinmolested. 

And  on  Failure  of  the  Observation  of  these  Conditions  on  the 
pait  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towns,  that  your  Excellency 
do  take  all  such  legal  and  effectual  Measures  as  shall  be  thought 
necessary  to  bring  the  authors  of  the  late  Violent  Disorders  in 
that  part  of  this  province,  to  speedy  justice, 


REPORT  OF  A  PUBLIC  MEETING  AT  BENNINGTON. 

At  a  public  meeting  held  at  the  Meeting  House  in 
Bennington  on  Wendesday  15'"  July  A.  D.  1772. 
Present  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  answer  His  Excellency 
William  Tryon  Esq''  Governor  of  the  province  of  New  York  to 
his  Letter,  dated  I^ew  York  19,  May  last,  &  directed  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Bennington  &  the  adjacent  Country  on  the  East 
side  of  Hudson's  River. 
Captain  John  Eassett 

>  for  Bennington. 
Nathan  Clark 
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Reuben  Harmon  for  Rupert. 
Daniel  Comstock  for  Sunderland. 

We  as  Messengers  laid  before  the  above  Committee  an  Extract 
of  the  Minutes  of  His  Majesty's  Council  of  the  aforesaid  Pro- 
vince of  N".  York  the  2<^  Instant  together  with  his  Excellency 
Gov'  Tryon's  Letter  of  the  same  date  directed  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Bennington,  &c  and  after  reading  the  same  to  the  above 
Committee  &  a  numerous  Concourse  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  Country,  &  other  Spectators,  a  full  and  unajiimous  vote 
was  given  in/avor  of  the  papers  aforesaid,  and  the  Thanks  of 
the  People  returned  to  us  for  our  Diligence  in  procuring  those 
Papers.  Peace  was  also  recommended  in  the  Whole  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  by  all  who  were  present;  when  the 
whole  Artillery  of  Bennington  with  the  small  arms  were  several 
Times  Discharged  in  Honor  to  the  Gov'  &  Councill  of  N.  York. 
Affei'  which  the  following  Healths  were  drank. 

Health  to  the  King. 

Health  to  Gov  Tryon. 

Health  to  the  Council  of  N.  York. 

Universal  peace  &  Pelenty  Liberty  &  Property,  By  sundzy 
respectable  Gentlemen  some  of  Which  were  from  the  neighbour- 
ing Provinces. 

Stephen  Fay, 
Jonas  Fay. 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy 

Stephen  Fay. 


GOV  TRYON  TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  BENNINGfTON 

Albany  August  11»''  1772. 
Gentlemen, 

At  the  same  time  I  express  to  you  my  satisfaction,  by  the 
opportunity  of  Mr.  Fay,  on  the  grateful  manner  in  which  you 
received  and  accepted  tiie  lenient  measures  prescribed  by  this 
government,  for  youi'  peaceable  conduct,  until  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  shoidd  be  known,  respecting  the  disputed  claim  to  lands 
within  this  government,  I  cannot  conceal  irora  you  my  high, 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


79-i  CONTROVERSY   EESPECTIHG    THE 

displeasure  at  the  breach  of  faith  and  lionor,  made  by  abodj  of 
your  people,  in  dispossessing  several  settlers  on  Otter  Creek,  and 
its  neighbourhood,  of  their  possessions,  during  the  very  .time  the 
Commissioners  you  appointed  to  attend  me  at  JVeui  York  were 
waiting  the  determination  of  government  on  your  petition,  that 
you  might  remain  unmolested  in  your  possessions,  until  the 
King's  pleasure  be  obtained.  Such  disingenuous  and  dishonora- 
ble proceedings,  I  view  with  great  concern,  considering  them  as 
daring  insults  to  government,  a  violation  of  public  faith,  and  the 
conditions  granted  to  you  on  petition.  To  prevent,  therefore, 
the  fatal  consequence  that  must  follow  so  manifest  a  breach  of 
public  confidence,  I  am  to  require  your  assistance,  in  pTitting, 
forthwith,  those  families,  who  have  been  tlius  dispossessed,  into 
re-possess i oil  of  tlieir  Jands  and  tenements,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
which  they  were,  at  the  time  Mr.  Fay  and  his  son,  waited  on  me 
at  A*eui  York.  Such  a  conduct  on  your  part,  will  not  fail  of 
recommending  your  situation  to  iiis  Majesty,  and  insure  a  con- 
tinuance of  my  friendly  intentions  towards  you. 

Wm  Tryon. 
To  the  Inhabitants  of  Bennington,  and  the  adjacent  Country. 


ORDERS  ON  CERTAIN  LETTERS  RECEIVED  BY  THE 
COUNCIL  OF  NEff  YORK. 

In  Council  September  S'li,  1772. 
His  Excellency  communicated  three  Letters  he  had  received 
from  John  Munro,  Esquire,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the 
.peace  for  the  County  of  Albany  dated  the  JO*  17*''  ajid  2!*^ 
August  last,  also  a  Letter  of  the  W*-^  of  the  same  Month  from 
Ebenezer  Cole  and  Bliss  Willoughby,  respecting  the  Conduct  and 
Behaviour  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Bennington,  and  the  other 
adjacent  Towns,  since  the  Heai'ing  before  liis  Excellency  in 
Council,  and  the  opinion  of  this  Board  on  the  Petition  of  tlie  said 
Inhabitants  on  the  first  day  of  July  last :  Which  letters  were 
Read,  and  with  the  papers  referred  to  therein,  Ordered  to  be 
filed. 
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His  Excellency  also  communicated  to  the  Board  a  LetteF  of 
the  SB"!  August  last,  which  he  had  Received  from  the  Inhabitants 
of  Bennington  and  the  Towns  in  its  Neighbourhood,  offering 
Reasons  in  Justification  of  their  ]ate  Conduct,  in  dispossessing 
of  their  Habitations,  several  persons  setled  on  Otter  Creeli,  during 
the  Time  the  Agents  from  the  said  Townships  were  attending 
his  Excellency  and  waiting  the  Determinations  of  Government 
on  their  petition. '  The  said  Letter  being  Bead  was  Ordered  to 
lie  for  further  Consideration,;  and  it  appearing  that  the  persons 
so  dispossessed  were  seated  on  Lands  belonging  to  Colonel  Reid, 
it  is  Ordered  that  an  Extract  of  so  mneh  of  the  said  Letters  as 
relates  to  that  Subject,  be  delivered  to  him  for  bis  Information. 


In  Conncil  39'"  Sept'  1773. 
His  Excellency  laid  before  theBoai'd  a  Letter  from  Gloucester 
County  of  the  32^  August  last,  giving  Information  of  the  Concer- 
tion  of  Measures  both  in  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  New  Hamp- 
shire for  exciting  petitions  to  his  Majesty  for  extending  the 
Jurisdiction  of  New  Hampshire  to  the  Westward  of  Connecticut 
River,  for  confirming  the  Grants  of  that  Colony,  within  this 
Government,  and  for  vacating  the  Patents  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  this  Province  in  the  District  adjudged  to  belong  to  it  by  the 
Royal  Decision  of  July  1764:  And  his  Excellency  requiring  the 
Opinion  of  the  Council  as  to  that  Intelligence,  and  on  the  Letter 
communicated  to  and  Read  at  this  Board  on  the  S""  Instant  from 
the  Inhabitants  of  Bennington  and  its  Vicinity,  justifying  their 
late  Conduct  in  dispossessing  sundry"  persons  setled  near  Otter 
Creek  on  Lands  granted  and  held  under  this  Province^ — The 
Council  observed  that  these  riotous  and  disorderly  people  at  first 
confined  their  Claims  to  the  Lands  they  then  possessed  by  the 
Grants  of  New  Hampshire  and  were  but  few  in  Number,  at  the 
Time  his  Majesty's  Order  was  published  declaring  the  Western 
Banlrs  of  Connecticut  River  as  the  Limits  between  his  two  pro- 
vinces. That  their  present  Claims  include  not  only  all  tliose 
1  Far  this  letter  see  Slade,  SO 
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who  have  shice  seated  tliemselves  ih  that  pai-t  of  the  Country, 
but  that  their  Conduct  plainly  Evinces  their  Intention  to  suffer 
no  person  quietly  to  enjoy  by  Titles  from  this  province  any  Lands 
comprised  within  the  Grants  of  New  Hampshire,  Westward  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  altlio'  only  a  very  small  part  of  that  exten- 
sive Territory  is  even  pretended  to  be  occupied  by  the  Claimants 
under  Wew  Hampshire — That  his  Excellency  in  pursuance  of 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  this  Board  of  the  1='  of  July  last, 
has  already  offered  them  Terms  much  more  favourable,  than 
considering  the  Rashness  and  Violence  of  their  past  Conduct, 
they  could  have  had  any  Reason  to  expect  (to  wit)  to  suspend 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known,  all  proseculions  in 
behalf  of  the  Crown,  on  account  of  the  Crimes  with  which  stand 
charged;  and  to  recommend  it  to  the  Owners  of  the  contested 
Lands  under  Grffnts  of  this  province,  to  put  a  Stop  during  the 
same  period,  to  all  civil  Suits  concerning  the  Lands  in  Question 
and  to  agree  with  the  Sellers  for  the  purchase  thereof  on 
moderate  Terms ;  Exacting  no  other  Condition  on  their  part, 
than  their  future  peaceable  and  quiet  behaviour — That  instead 
of  embracing  so  favourable  an  oifer  witli  Gratitude,  they  have 
again  perpetrated  fresh  acts  of  violence,  and  rendered  them- 
selves still  more  obnoxious  and  inexcusable.  That  there  is 
too  much  Reason  to  apprehend  that  so  pernicious  an  Example 
if  not  speedily  check'd  and  punished,  must  be  attended  with 
the  worst  Consequences,  by  bringing  the  Authority  of  Govern- 
ment into  Contempt  and  obstructing  the  Course  of  Justice.  And 
that  the  Board  consider  tlie  Letter  from  Bennington  as  highly 
insolent,  and  deserving  of  Sharp  Reprehension,  and  the  Insinua- 
tion that  the  Settlements  were  to  proceed  under  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants,  and  to  be  stayed  under  those  of  New  York  as 
utterly  without  any  Foundation.  The  Council  farther  observed 
to  his  Exellency  tliat  every  meer  act  of  executory  Government 
to  restrain  the  Patentees  of  this  Colony  from  improving  their 
Estates  would  be  unauthoratative,  and  flatly  repugnant  to 
the  Law,  as  well  as  against  the  Conditions  and  Terms 
expressed  in  their  patents,  and  directed  by  the  Royal  Instruc- 
tions. And  that  the  Board  therefore  foresee  that  the  Endea- 
vours of  tlie  New  Hampshire  Grantees  to  increase  the  Num- 
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bei'  of  their  Possessions  upon  the  controverted  Lands,  must 
speedily  create  Confusion  and  Bloodshed.  That  it  is  beyond 
the  power  of  the  Civil  Magistrate  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  Growing 
evil,,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Boai-d  cannot  be  effectually 
suppressed  without  the  aid  of  the  Regular  Troops.  That  every 
material  Information  touching  this  Contest,  has  been  transmitted 
and  now  lies  for  his  Majesty's  Consideration.  And  that  as  the 
Circumstances  of  the  Colony  absolutely  require  it.  The  Board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  liis  Excellency  do  urge  hia 
Majesty's  Ministers  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  signification  of  his 
Majesty*s  pleasure  on  tliis  subject ;  and  at  the  same  Time  inti- 
mate that  from  the  Number  and  Extent  of  the  Grants  under 
this  province  to  reduced  Officers  and  Soldiers  and  others,  as 
well  as  the  Confirmations  that  have  been  made  to  those  who  had 
Grants  under  New  Hampshke  and  otliers  associated  with  them 
in  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  and  Charlotte, 
and  the  numerous  settlements  that  have  been  made  under  those 
patents  and  under  Ancient  Grants  in  the  County  of  Albany,  the 
Revocation  of  the  Royal  Decision  of  1764,  and  the  subjecting 
of  the  Country  "Westward  of  Connecticut  River  to  the  Jurisdiction 
of  New  Hampshire,  appears  to  this  Board  to  be  a  Measui'e 
unfriendly  to  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  dangerous  to  the  Paten- 
tees holding  under  the  Great  Seal  of  this  Colony,  introduc- 
tive  of  endless  Contentions  among  the  Inhabitants,  and  Subver 
sive  of  the  Growth  and  Cultivation  of  a  very  valuable-  Country, 
.  which  but  for  the  Disturbances  in  Bennington  and  the  Neigh- 
borhood of  that  Town,  is  now  in  a  peaceful  and  flourishing 
Condition. 


GOV.  TRYON  TO  LORD  HILLSBORC. 

[Load.  Doci  Vol.  XLIH.] 

New  York  7  Ootob.  1773. 
My  Lord. 

Tlie  middle  of  last  month  I  received  an  answer  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  Bennington  &  adjacent  Townships,  to  my  letter 
sent  them  from  Albany,  requiring  them  to  put  Coll  Reid's  Tenants 
in  possession  of  the  Tenements  and  Farms  they  had  turned  them 
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out  of.  This  letter  with  one  from  M''  Kelly  a  Gentleman  of  the 
LaWjIlaid  hefore  the  Council  Board,  and  desired  they  would 
Report  thereon  j  being  willing  that  His  Maj's'  might  be  informed 
of  the  opinion  of  that  Boai'd,  as  well  as  my  own  suggestions,  of 
tlie  present  state  of  the  distractions  in  Charlotte  County.  As 
Lieut.  Coll :  Eeid  was  charged  with  very  harsh  proceedings  in 
the  Bennington  letter,  I  ordered  he  should  be  served  with  an 
extract  of  so  much  of  the  letter  as  related  to  him.  In  conse- 
quence of  which,  he  delivered  in  Council,  on  Monday  last,  his 
memorial'  with  his  affidavit,  and  that  of  Archibald  Clark  in 
confutation  of  such  injurious  charges,  and  in  justification  of  his 
procedure.  CoE.  Eeid's  honorable  conduct  in.  His  Maj'ys  service 
and  his  delicate  principles  of  honor,  would  have  secured  him 
from  the  malice  of  these  aspersions,  among  the  unprejudiced,  tho 
he  had  treated  these  calumnies  with .  silent  contempt.  By  the 
transmission  of  these  letters,  Memorial,  affidavits  and  Report  of 
the  Council,  your  Lordp  will  be  evinced  of  the  real  expediency 
of  an  immediate  Royal  decision  to  the  controversy.  As  your 
LordP  must  be  sensible,  that  the  line  of  jurisdiction  cannot  be 
exerted  or  have  its  effect  until  the  line  of  property  is  drawn.  I 
must  beg  leave  to  solicit  His  Maj'y  that  I  may  have  permission, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  admit  as  many  of  the  Townships  of  New 
Hampshire  to  take  confirmations  under  this  Govern,  on  half 
fees,  or  such  other  Terms,  as  His  Maj'y  shall  prescribe,  as  volun- 
tarily offer  to  take  out  patents  under  this  Govern'  under  the 
usual  restrictions  and  limitations.  This  measure  is  founded  on 
the  soundest  policy,  as  every  such  confirmation  is  securing  the 
inhabitants  of  that  Township  in  the  interest  of,  and  obedience 
to  this  Govern'.  The  new  Hampshire  proprietors  who  have 
offered  to  confirm  their  titles  under  the  seal  of  this  Prov""  on 
half  fees,  and  have  been  restricted  by  His  Majesty's  late  order 
forbidding  me  to  proceed  in  giving  them  titles,  ai'e  very  impor- 
tunate, and  begin  to  be  so  much  sowered  and  disgusted,  that 
there  is  much  reason  to  apprehend  as  they  find  the  Bennington 
people  and  the  adjacent  Country  daily  increase  in  strength  and 
uninterrupted  by  Gtovern',  they  will  soon  reject  any  offers  from 
this  Country,  and  combine  In  opposition  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Province  ;  besides,  the  partition  line  between  this  Govern' 
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and  Massacliusetts  Bay  being  still  unsettled  ;  by  tlie  aid  of  those 
Borderers,  the  opposition  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  very 
formidable ;  too  much  so,  for  militia  forces  to  encounter. 

These  observations,  My  Lord,  taking  under  consideration  with 
my  former  correspondence  on  the  subject,  will  I  am  confident 
have  that  weight  with  His  Majt>''3  Ministers,  as  is  proportioned 
to  their  importance,  and  I  trust,  my  Royal  Master  will  believe, 
they  flow  from  a  zealous  and  earnest  desire  to  promote  bis 
service,  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  Colony. 

I  am  with  all  possible  respect  &  esteem.  My  Lord. 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant 
Wm  Tryon. 


ORDER  OF  COUNCIL  ON  PETITION  OF  BENJJJ  KTEYENS. 

In  Council,  October  21^'  1772. 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  the  petition  of  Com- 
plaint of  Benjamin  Stevens  Deputy  Surveyor  of  Lands,  and 
John  Brandon  and  John  Dunbar,  setting,  that  the  Complainants 
being  on  their  lawful  Business  was  on  the  29'''  of  September 
last  met  witli  by  Remember  Baker,  Ara  Allen,  and  five  other 
persons  at  Onion  River,  and  were  without  any  provocation  stript 
by  them  of  their  property  and  Effects,  insulted  and  threatned, 
and  the  petitioner  John  Dunbar  thrown  into  the  Fire,  Bound 
and  Burned  and  otherwise  beat  and  abused  in  a  Cruel  manner, 
as  more  fully  appears  by  the  affidavits  thereunto  annexed;  and 
praying  Relief. 

On  reading  of  which  petition  and  Depositions,  and  his  Excel- 
lency requiring  the  opinion  of  the  Council  thereon — The  Council 
humbly  advised  it  be  recommended  to  M''  Chief  Justice  Hors- 
manden  to  issue  his  Warrant  to  apprehend  the  said  Baker  and 
Allen  for  the  offence  with  which  they  stand  charged  in  the  said 
Depositions,  and  that  his  Excellency  do  promise  a  Reward  of 
one  hundred  pounds  for  apprehending  each  of  the  said  offenders 
to  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  they  shall  be 
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apprehended  and  brought  before  the  Chief  Justice — And  M' 
Chief  Justice  Horsmandeii  was  desired  to  issue  his  Warrant 
acccordiugly. 


MR.  HAffXEY  TO  COL.  SKENE. 

Manchester  Oct'  21^'  1773. 
Sit 

The  different  Inhabitants  from  the  Townships  under  New 
Hampshire,  had  a  meeting  here  by  their  Deputies,  and  lia^e 
come  to  a  Resolution  of  sending  me  as  tlieir  Agent  to  solicit 
matters  relative  to  their  old  Grants  &c.  By  the  general  sense 
and  Wislies  of  the  people.  I  find  them  Desirous  that  the 
County  Courts  should  be  held  at  Skenesborougb,  it  being  beyond 
dispute  the  best  situation  for  trade  &c  some  designing  People  of 
Bennington  that  attempt  to  lead,  have  over  awed  many  that 
would  be  glad  to  present  a  petition,  but  as  this  method  of  a 
letter  may  have  the  same  Weight  with  his  Excellency  Gover- 
nouf  Tryon;  I  therefore  as  their  Agent  sign  this. 

Jehjel  HAjvley, 

To  Col  Philip  Skene 

For  his  Excellency  Governour  Tryon. 


ESQ.  MUNllO  TO  GOV.  TRYON. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency 

It  is  with  the  greatest  reluctance  that  I  would  offer  to  trouble 
your  Excellency  with  any  more  complaints  but  wJien  the  Public 
Interest  and  the  weUfare  of  this  Government  is  so  much 
conserned,  I  think  it  my  indispensible  duty  to  report  the  same 
to  your  Excellency 

My  chief  business  for  these  Ten  days  by  past  was  nothing^but 
taking  Examinations  of  Felons  and  their  associates  of  which  this 
country  abounds. 
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I  have  now  in  my  Custody  the  Stsinips  Moulds  Mills  and  several 
other  Materials  for  coining  of  Dollars  (dated  1760)  one  crown 
piece  dat«d  1752,  one  dollar  dated  1766,  and  one  dated  176S 
whicli  are  all  counterfeits  &  found  in  the  custody  of  John  Searles 
of  Arlington  and  Comfort  Carpenter  of  Shafsbury  which  with 
their  own  confession  upon  Oath,  was  sufScient  Evidence  to  me 
and  aft«r  discovering  from  them  all  that  I  could  upon  Oath  I 
wrote  their  Mittimus  and  sent  them  off  to  Goal  in  the  charge  of 
two  constables  and  desired  as  many  to  their  assistance  as  they 
thought  necessary — the  same  night  they  sulfered  Carpenter  to 
make  his  Escape,  then  one  of  the  said  Constables'  pursued  after 
Carpenter  and  the  other  went  to  Goal  with  Searlea,  but  stoped 
upon  the  Road  ten  days  and  at  last  let  Searles  go  about  his 


What  can  a  Justice  do  when  the  whole  Country  combinds 
against  him — The  very  night  that  I  sent  these  two  to  Goal  some 
of  their  associates  Brock  and  Desti-oyed  one  of  my  Pot  ash  works, 
which  cost  me  upward  of  fifty  Pound  my  property  is  destroyed 
night  and  day  &  durst  not  say  111  done — by  the  confession  of 
these  Felons  (there  is  a  line  of  money  makers)  from  New  Jersey 
to  a  place  called  the  Cowas  back  of  New  Hampshire  I  have  got 
the  names  of  17  more,  I  have  sent  after  them,  but  I  know  that 
the  Constables  will  not  be  faithfull  for  they  are  its  my  oppinion 
less  or  more  conseraed — M'  Justice  Morison  has  declined  Serving 
and  I  Jiope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  Excuse  ray  acting 
any  longer  for  I  got  myself  ruined  by  the  conduct  of  My  Good 
Neighbour    this  being  all  at  Present 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Submition 
Your  Excellency 
most  obedient  and  very  faithful 
FowlislntheCounty  of  Albany  Servant  to  command 

Nov  24"»  1773.  John  Munho. 

(Endorsed)     1773  Dec''  16.     Read  in  Council 
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ORDEE  OF  TIIE  NEW  TOEK  COUNCIL 


In  Council,  November  25'>i  1773 
His  iExcellency  communicated  to  the  Eoai'd  the  Intejligence 
he  had  Received  from  Major  Philip  Skene  Informing  him  that 
the  Deputies  of  Bennington  and  the  adjacent  Towns,  at  a  meet- 
ing at  Manchester  on  the  Sl=t  of  October,  appointed  Jebiel  Haw- 
ley  and  James  Brakenridge  their  Agents,  who  are  immediately 
to  repair  to  London  to  solicit  their  Petition  to  his  Majesty  for  a 
Confirmation  of  their  Claims  .under  the  Grants  of  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Lands  within  this  province.  That  Brakenridge  is  in- 
structed by  the  Bennington  people  to  pray  for  an  Alteration  in 
the  Jurisdiction;  but  that  the  party  by  whom  Hawley  was  chosen 
ai'e  satisfied  the  Jurisdiction  should  remain  as  fls'd  by  his  Majes- 
ty's Order  of  the  20'"  July  1764. 

And  his  Excellency  requiring  the  Opinion  of  the  Board  whether 
it  might  be  proper  to  add  any  Thing  to  the  Representations 
already  made  on  the  part  of  this  province — The  Council  declared 
that  every  material  Information  relative  to  this  Controversy  hath 
been  transmitted  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers — That  the  Board  is 
unacquainted  with  the  Character  of  M'  Hawley,  tho'  well  apprised 
of  that  of  his  Collegue,  who  is  seated  on  Lands  which  if  ever 
granted  by  New  Hampshire,  were  long  before  patented  in  the 
province  of  New  York.  That  unable  to  maintain  his  possession 
by  Law,  he  had  resorted  to  Force,  exciting  In  others  the  like  dan- 
gerous Spirit,  and  in  all  the  Riots  and  Violences  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  these  Towns,  had  distinguished  himself  as  a  principal 
aider  and  abetter,  which  Induced  this  Government  but  without 
any  Effect,  to  Issue  a  proclamation  for  apprehending  and  bring- 
ing him  to  Justice. 

That  these  people  had  shewn  themselves  highly  unwortJiy  of 
that  Lenity  discoverable  in  the  Terms  so  lately  offered  them  by 
his  Excellency,  and  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  1=*  of  July  last;  for  that  histead  of  manifesting 
their  Gratitude  on  this  occasion,  by  a  peaceable  Deportment  and 
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patiently  waiting  the  Event  of  their  Applications  to  tlie  Tiiroiie, 
they  had  since  committed  Force  on  the  Laiids  of  Colonel  Reid, 
assaulted  and  Robb'd  a  Survey'r  employed  where  they  laid  no 
Claim,  and  Onielly  burn'dandotherways  abused  one  of  his  atten- 
dants: Tliat  while  they  pei'mit  no  New  Settlement  to  be  made 
by  the  New  York  Grantees,  they  are  at  this  Time  establishing 
themselves  on  Onion  River,  upwards  of  eighty  Miles  from  the 
Center  of  their  own  Settlements,  thus  artfully  endeavouring  to 
support  a  Claim  to  the  intermediate  Territory,  under  the  Weak 
pretence  of  Hutts  hastily  Built  on  small  Spotts  of  Ground  which 
they  Term  possession  Houses — That  tliey  bid  Defiance  to  the 
Laws  and  the  power  of  the  Civil  Magistrates,  which  are  unable 
to  restrain  them— And  tliat  a  Speedy  Signification  of  his  Majes- 
ty's pleasure  on  this  important  subject  is  become  highly  expedi- 
ent, as  the  only  Measure  which  can  either  prevent  Bloodshed  or 
restore  the  Tranquility  of  that  part  of  tlie  province. 


REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 

TO  THE  I.OBDS  OF  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL  WITH  A  PLAN  FOR  THE 
SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  DIFFICULTSES  RESPECTIKG  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
GRANTS. 

[tood.  Dm:  SLIII.! 

To  the  Right  Hon'''^  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
His  Majestys  most  Honourable  Privy  Council  for 
Plantation  affairs- 
My  Lords 

Pui-suant  to  your  Lordships  orders  of  the  17  day  of  June  last 
we  have  laljen  into  our  consideration  such  parts  of  the  papers 
thereunto  annexed  as  relate  to  disorders  which  Jiave  prevailed 
within  the  district  between  the  Rivei-s  Hudson  and  Connecticut 
in  consequence  of  a  variety  of  Questions  &  disputes  which  liave 
arisen  with  respect  to  tittles  to  Lands  and  Possessions  within  the 
Baid  District  on  the  Ground  of  different  Grants  made  by  the 
Governors  of  His  Maj'i''  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire  whereupon  we  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  Lordships. 
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Tliat  the  district  between  the  said  Riyers  Hndsoa  and  Coa- 
nectieut  within  which  these  disorders  and  disputes  have  arisen 
lyes  to  the  North  of  the  Northern  Limits  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  established  in  1740  and  is  described  to  be  of  great  iertility 
of  very  coosiderable  extent  and  abounding  in  pai-ts  witii  very 
valuable  Timber  fit  for  masts  and  other  Naval  uses. 

la  early  times  the  Government  of  the  Massachnsets  Bay 
under  its  ancient  Cliarter  wliicli  was  vacated  in  1684  assumed  a 
Jurisdiction  and  granted  Lands  within  that  part  of  this  district 
which  lies  to  the  East  of  a  line  drawn  at  twenty  miles  distance 
from  Hudsons  Kiver  and  there  are  now  some.  Townships  remain- 
lag  which  are  derived  under  patents  from  that  Colony  and 
altho  tlie  Province  of  New  Yorlr  set  up  pretensions  to  tliis 
district  under  the  General  descriptive  Words  of  King  Charles  the 
2^  Patent  to  the  Dulse  of  Yorlc  in  1 664  and  tlie  Grovernor  of  that 
Colony  did  in  the  late  times  make  some  Grants  of  Land  within  the 
same  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  any  attempts  were  made  to  disturb 
the  Possessions  of  the  Pi'oprietors  of  the  ancient  Towns  settled 
under  the  Grants  from  the  Province  of  Blassachusets  Bay  nor 
were  any  establishments  made  competent  to  tlie  exercise  of  any 
regular  jurisdiction  therein  But  when  by  tlie  determination  of 
the  boundary  Hue  between  Massachnsets  Bay  and  New  Hamp- 
shire in  1740  it  was  declared  that  tlie  latter  of  those  Provinces 
should  extend  West  from  IMerrimaclis  Kiver  till  it  met  with  His 
Majesty's  other  Governments  and  when  in  consequence  tliereof 
the  said  Province  claimed  to  extend  to  within  20  miles  of  Hud- 
sons River  the  Government  of  New  Yoi'k  insisted  upon  their 
Claim  witli  greater  earnestness  and  the  two  Provinces  became 
involved  in  a  Controversy  which  after  much  heat  and  alterca- 
tion on  botli  sides  ended  in  1750  in  an  agreement  to  refer  tlie 
point  in  question  to  the  Crown  and  each  party  made  a  Repre- 
sentation of  the  state  of  tlieir  case;  But  after  several  hearings 
at  the  diiferent  the  Agents  on  both  sides  desired  further  time 
to  consult  their  Constituents  and  the  War  breaking  out  in 
America  soon  after  the  business  was  allowed  to  lye  ovei-  til!  the 
restoration  of  Publick  Peace  when  the ,  dispute  being  revived 
with  much  heat  and  animosity  it  [appeared]  that  the  Governour 
of  New  Hampshire  liad  taken  the  opportunity  pendente  Hie  to 
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grant  away  a  very  consMerable  number  of  Townships  of  six 
miles  square  each  in  this  .County  to  the  Westward  of  Connecti- 
cut River  (Tliis  proceeding  accompanied  as  it  was  with  other 
disreputable  Circumstances  was  fuliy  stated  in  a  Representation 
made  to  His  Majesty  by  this  Board  in  1764  wherein  it  was 
recommended  that  His  Majesty  by  his  Royal  Adjudication  and 
authority  should  put  a  period  to,  these  animosities  and  disputes 
by  declaring  what  should  be  the  Boundary  between  the  Provin- 
ces of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  and  in  consequence 
thereof  His  Majesty  was  pleased  by  his  Royal  order  bearing 
date  the  20  day  of  July  17C4  with  the  advice  of  this  Privy 
Council  to  deciEire  that  the  Western  Branch  of  the  River  Con- 
necticut from  where  it  enters  the  Province  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  as  far  north  as  to  the  45"'  degree  of  Latitude  should  be  the 
Boundai-y  between  the  said  two  Provinces  Immediately  after  this 
decision  which  was  accompanied  with  tiie  usual  Reservation 
in  Respect  to  private  property  M''  Colden  upon  whom  the  admin* 
istration  of  the  Government  of  New  York  bad  devolved,  granted 
warrants  of  Survey  and  issued  Patents  for  lands  within  the 
limits  of  several  of  tlie  Townships  granted  by  the  Governors  of 
New  Hampshire  and  several  of  those  Surveys  and  Patents 
extending  over  Land  under  actual  Improvement  and  settlement 
the  Parties  who  conceived  themselves  injured  by  such  proceed- 
ings not  being  able  as  they  alleged  to  obtain  Redress  in  New 
York  brought  their  complaint  before  His  Majesty  in  Council.) 

Upon  a  full  hearing  of  those  Complaints  His  Majesty  was 
pleased  by  his  order  in  Council  of  the  24of  July  1767  to  declare 
that  no  part  of  Lands  lying  on  the  Western  side  of  the  River 
Connecticut,  within  that  district  before  claimed  by  New  Hamp- 
shire should  be  granted  untU  His' Majesty's  further  pleasure  was 
known  and  an  instruction  was  accordingly  given  to  the  Governor 
of  New  York  directing  him  upon  pain  of  His  Majestys  highest 
displeasure  not  to  presume  to  make  any  Grant  whatever  or  to 
pass  Warrants  for  the  Survey  of  any  part  of  the  said  Lands  until 
His  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  signified  concerning  the  same 
which  Instruction  lias  been  ever  since  continued  in  force  and 
now  forms  the  49^''  article  of  the  Code  of  General  Instructions 
given  to  M^  Trybn  His  Majesty's  present  Governor  of  New  York, 
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The  power  of  granting  Lands  within  this  district  being  thus 
suspended  a  Petition  was,  presented  hj  several  reduced  Officers 
and  Soldiers  who  had  served  in  America  during  the  late  war 
and  being  intitled  to  lands  under  His  Majestys  Eoyal  Proclama- 
tion of  Oct'  1763  had  previous  to  the  above  mentioned  Order 
obtained  Warrants  of  Survey  for  Lands  witliin  tliis  district 
praying  that  the  Governor  of  New  Yorlr  might  b«  empowered  to 
grant  lands  to  such  of  them  at  whose  expence  they  had  been 
located  and  surveyed  and  confirm  to  others  the  Grants  which 
had,  already  been  made  and  this  Petition  having  been  referred  to 
this  Board  by  your  Lordships  Order  of  the  5  July  1770  they  in 
their  Report  thereupon  of  the  6  of  June  1771  entered  fully  and 
circumstantially  into  the  consideration  of  the  QuestioEt  lioth  as.it 
respected  the  case  of  the  Petitioners  in  particular  as  well  as  every 
other  Species  of  Claimants  under  wliatsoever  title  or  pretention 
submitting  under  each  head  such  opinion  and  advice  as  to  them 
seemed  best  adapted  for  terminating  all  difficulties  and  disputes 
and  putting  that  valuable  district  into  such  a  state  of  cultivation 
and  repose  as  would  make  it  liappy  in  itself  and  beneficial  to  the 
Mother  Country. 

The  propositions  contained  in  that  report  being  of  great  exfeat 
and  importance  necessarily  requires  a  very  serious  Consideration 
and  while  tliis  matter  was  under  deliberation  tlie  papers  annexed 
to  your  Lordships  orders  of  reference  and  upon  which  we  are 
now  directed  to  report  our  opinions  were  received. 

Upon  examination  of  tliese  papers  they  appear  to  us  to  contain 
two  objects  of  consideration  viz* 

IS'  The  propriety  or  impropriety  of  reannexing  to  New 
Hampshire  the  Lands  West  of  Connecticut  River  which  the  Gov 
and  Council  of  that  Province  represent  to  be  a  measure  of  essen- 
tial importance  to  its  interests,  apd  of  great  PuKJict  advantage. 

gndiy  The  conduct  of  his  Majestys  Governor  of  New  York  in 
having  in  contradiction  to  the  letter  of  the  49'ii,  article  of  his 
Instructions  ta.ken  upon  him  to  pass  Patents  of  Confirmation  of 
several  of  the  Townships  heretofore  granted  by  the  Government 
of  New  Hampshire  within  tliat  district  and  having  also  made 
other  Grants  of  Lands  within  the  same. 

With   regard  to  the  first  of  these   Considerations  it  does 
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appear  to  ug  that  the  Representation  made  by  His  Majestys 
Governor  and  Council  of  New  Hampshire  contains  a  variety  of 
matter  well  deserving  your  Lordships  attention  and  we  think 
that  there  is  too  good  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Lands  in  the  Townships  granted  by  the  Gov  of  New 
Hampshire  who  have  bona  fide  made  actual  settlement  and 
improvement  thereon  have  sustained  great  injury  and  suffered 
great  oppression  by  the  irregular  conduct  of  the  Goyf  and 
Council  of  New  York  in  granting  Warrants  of  Survey  for  Lands 
under  such  actual  Settlement  and  Improvement  yet  such  a 
reprehensible  conduct  on  t!ie  part  of  the  Kings  Servants  in  New 
Tork  ought  not  in  our  Judgment  to  weigh  tlie  scale  of  considera- 
tion against  those  principles  of  true  policy  and  sound  Wisdom 
which  appear  to  have  dictated  the  proposition  of  making 
the  River  Connecticut  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
Colonies  and  therefore  we  cannot  advise  your  Lordships  to 
recommend  to  his  Majesty  to  make  any  alteration  in  that 
measure. 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  his  Majestys  Governor  of  New 
Tork  in  having  departed  from  the  letter  of  his  Instructioa 
matter  which  must  be  snhmitted  to  your  Lordships  considera- 
tion upon  the  grounds  and  reasons  asigned  by  that  Gentleman  in 
his  letter  of  tlie  2^  of' February  last  But  we  think  it  necessary 
[to  say]  to  your  Lordships  that  it  is  a  step  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  have  rendered  nugatory  and  impracticable  almost  every 
proposition  contained  in  the  Report  of  this  Board  of  the  6  of 
June  1771  and  has  as  well  for  that  reason  as  on  account  of  the 
further  information  contained  in  these  papers  respecting  the 
state  of  that  District  made  it  necessary  for  us  take  up  the  con- 
sideration of  it  upon  new  ground  and  to  recommend  to  j'our 
Lordships  a  variety  of  new  Propositions. 

Upon  the  fullest  examination  into  all  the  circumstances  which 
at  present,  conslitute  the  state  of  that  District  and  out  of  which, 
the  greatest  disorders  and  confusion  have  arisen;  it  seems  to  ws, 
that  the  principal  objects  of  attention  in  the  consideration  of  any 
measures  that  can  be  su^ested  for  restoring  public  tranquility,, 
and  q^uieting  possessions-,  are, 

rirst,  tho3e  townships,  which,  having  been  originally  settled 
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and  established  under  grants  from  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  fell  within  this  District,  by  the  determination  of 
the  northern  boundary  of  tliat  Province,  in  1740. 

Secondly,  those  grants  of  land,  made  within  this  District,  by 
the  governor  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the 
townships  laid  out  by  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace;  and  which  lands  now  lie  within  the 
limits  of  some  one  or  other  of  those  townships. 

Thirdly,  those  townships,  which  having  been  originally  laid 
out  by  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  either  continue  in  the 
same  state,  or  have  been  confirmed  by  grants  from  New  York; 
and  also,  those  which  have  siuee  originated  under  grants  from 
the  latter  of  those  colonies. 

With  regard  to'  those  townships,  which  fall  under  the  first  of 
the  above  mentioned  descriptions;  when  we  consider  their  nature 
and  origin,  and  the  Jiumberless  difficulties  to  which  the  original 
proprietors  of  them  must  have  been  subjected  in  the  settlement 
of  lands,  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  savages,  and  to  every 
distress,  which  the  ueighbo'nrhood  of  the  French,  in  time  of 
war,  could  bring  upon  them;  and,  when  we  add  to  these  consi- 
derations, the  great  reason  there  is  to  believe  that  the  grants 
were  made  upon  the  ground  of  military  services  against  the 
enemy;  we  do  not  liesitate  to  submit  to  your  Lordships  our  opi- 
nion, that  the  present  proprietors  of  these  townships  ought,  both 
injustice  and  equity,  to  he  quieted  in  their  possessions:  and  tliat 
all  grants  whatsoever,  made  by  the  government  of  New  York, 
of  any  lands,  within  the  limits  of  those  townships,  whether  the 
degree  of  improvement,  under  the  original  grant,  had  been  more 
or  less,  are,  in  every  light  in  which  they  can  be  viewed,  oppres- 
sive and  unjust.  But,  as  we  are  sensible  that  such  grants  made 
by  the  government  of  New  York,  however  unwarrantable,  can- 
not be  set  aside  by  any  authority  from  liis  Majesty,  in  case  the 
grantees  shall  insist  on  their  title;  we  submit  to  your  Lordships, 
whether  it  might  not  be  expedient,  in  order  to  quiet  the  original 
proprietors  in  their  possessions^  to  propose  that  all  such  persons 
who  -may  claim  possession  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  such 
townships,  under  New  York  grants,  should  upon  condition  of 
their  quiting  such  claim,  receive  a  gi-ant  under  the  seal  of  New 
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York,  upon  the  like  terms,  and  free  of  all  expeiices,  of  an  equal 
number  of  acres,  in  some  other  part  of  the  District  lying  between 
tlie  rivers  Hudson  and  Connecticut;  and  in  case,  where  any 
actual  settlement  or  improvement  has  been  made  by  such  claim- 
ante,  that  they  should,  in  such  case,  receive  fifty  acres  of  waste 
land,  for  every  three  acres,  they  may  have  improved. 

With  regard  to  those  grants  made  by  the  governor  of  New 
York,  which  fallVitliin  the  second  description,  and  upon  which 
any  actual  improvement  has  been  made;  they  do  appear  to  us  to 
deserve  the  same  consideration;  and  that  the  proprietors  thereof 
ought  not  to  be  disturbed  ia  their  possessions,  whether  that 
Improvement  be  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent.  But  we  beg  leave 
to  observe  to  your  Lordships,  that,  in  both  these  cases,  no  consi- 
deration ought  to  be  had  to  any  claim,  where  it  shall  appear 
that  no  regular  possession  has  ever  been  taken,  and  no  actual 
settlement  ever  been  made. 

With  regard  to  those  townships,  wliich  fall  within  t!ie  last 
mentioned  description,  we  submit  to  your  Lordships  our  opinion; 
That,  provided  such  townships  do  not  include  lands  within 'the 
limits  of  some  antecedent  grant,  upon  which  actual  improve- 
ment has,  at  any  time,  been  made,  it  would  be  advisable  that 
they  should  be  confirmed  as  townships,  according  to  tlie  limits 
expressed  in  grants  thereof;  and  that  all  persons  having  posses- 
sion of  any  shares  In.tlie  said  townsliips,  whether  as  original 
grantees,  or  by  purchase  or  conveyance,  and  Upon  which  shares 
any  actual  improvement  or  settlement  has  been  made,  ought 
not,  in  justice,  to  have  been,  or  to  be,  in  future,  disturbed  in 
the  possession  of  such  shares;  nor  ought  they  to  be  bound  to  any 
other  conditions,  whether  of  quit  rent  or  otherwise,  than  what  is 
contained  in  the  grant. 

Having  thus  stated  to  your  Lordships  every  case  that  appears 
to  us  to  deserve  consideration  on  the  Ground  of  legal  title 
followed  by  actual  Settlement  and  Improvement  we  do  not 
liesitate  to  submit  to  your  Lordships  our  opinion  that  all  other 
lands  whether  the  same  be  or  be  not  contained  within  the  limits 
of  any  Township  or  of  any  other  Grant  whatever  and  of  which 
no  possession  has  ever  been  taken  or  any  actual  Settlement  or 
Improvement  made  should  be  disposed  HI  in  manner  following. 
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l=t  That  such  persons  who  claim  possession  of  Lands  under 
Grants  from  New  York  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  Townships 
antiently  established  by  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  have  the  first  choise  of  such  a  quantity  of  the  said  Lands 
as  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  quantity  Granted  within  the  said 
Townships  excepting  only  in  case  of  actual  Improvement  upon 
such  Grants  they  shall  receive  fifty  for  every  three  acres  so 
improved  as  has  already  [been]  suggested. 

2ndiy  Th^t  all  commissioned  and  non  commissioned  Officers 
and  Soldiers  who  hare  in  consequence  of  the  Proclamation  of 
1763  ojjtained  Warrants  of  Survey  from  the  Governhient  of  New 
York  for  Lands  within  the  District  between  Hudson  and 
Connecticut  Rivers  and  who  have  not  been  able  to  compleat  their 
Grants  on  account  of  the  restriction  contained  in  his  Majestys 
Instructions  to  his  Governor  of  New  York  should  be  confirmed 
in  the  possession  of  those  Lands  by  immediate  Grants  provided 
such  warrants  of  Survey  do  not  include  Lands  that  have  heen 
actually  settled  and  improved  under  some  ibrmer  Grant  either 
of  the  Governor  of  New- York  or  of  the  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire in  which  Case  it  might  be  reasonable  to  grant  to  the  said 
Officers  and  Soldiers  an  equivalent  in  some  other  part  of  the 
District.. 

3^1?  That  in  every  Township  whether  laid  out  under  Grant 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  or  that  of  New  York  a 
proper  quantity  not  exceeding  five  hundred  acres  be  reserved  in 
some  convenient  part  of  the  district  as  a  Glebe  for  a  protestant 
Minister  and  also  a  proper  quantity  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  for  a  Schoolmaster. 

4"''j'  That  the  Residue  of  the  said  Lands  which  either  have 
not  been  granted  at  all  or  which  having  been  granted  have 
notwithstanding  been  without  any  actual  Settlement  or  Improve- 
ment pursuant  to  the  conditions  of  the  Grants  should  be  granted 
and  disposed  of  to  such  persons  as  shall  be  desirous  to  take  up 
the  same  upon  the  following  terms  and  conditions  viz' 

That  each.  Grantee  over  and  above  the  usual  annual  Quit  Kent 
to  be  reserved  in  every  grant  of  2|6  Sterling  per  hundred  acres 
shall  upon  the  making  such  grant  pay  a  further  consideration 
of  five  pounds  Sterling'^for  every  hundred  acres. 
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The  foregoing  propositions  are  all  which  have  occurred  as 
necessary  for  your  Lordships  immediate  consideration  so  far  as 
regards  the  claims  and  pretensions  which  have  been  set  up  and 
the  disputes  and  Questions  which  have  arisen  concerning 
titles  to  Lands  within  this  disttict  and  also  to  the  best  method  of 
disposing  of  those  Lands  which  in  consequence  of  an  adjustment 
of  those  claims  shall  belong  to  the  Crown  but  we  beg  leave  to 
observe  that  there  are  one  or  two  other  considerations  of  a  more 
general  nature  and  import  that  wiU  upon  this  occasion  deserve 
attention. 

We  have  already  stated  that  the  District  in  question  between 
the  Rivers  Hudson  and  Connecticut  and  particularly  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  latter  does  abound  in  many  pai'ts  of  it  with 
Trees  fit  for  masting  for  tlie  Royal  Navy  and  ibr  other  Naval 
purposes  and  we  observe  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Council  of  New  Yorlc  tliat  one  of  his  Majesty's  assistant 
Surveyors  of  the  woods  in  America  especially  appointed  hy  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Survey  of  this  District  has  made 
report  to  them  of  two  Tracts  of  Land  which  he  has  discovered 
upon  Connecticut  River  containing  a  very  considerable  growth 
of  White  Pines  and  therefore  we  think  it  our  duty  to  submit  to 
your  Lordships  whether  it  would  not  be  necessary  ia  whatever 
plan  shall  be  adopted  for  the  final  settlement  of  this  valuable 
Country  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  and  the  most 
precise  Instructions  given  that  the  Limits  of  those  ti'acts  should  be 
ascertained  so  as  tliat  they  be  not  included  within  the  Limits  of 
any  grants  or  any  Settlements  made  thereon  and  that  if  it  sliall  so 
happen  that  any  part  of  those  tracts  is  included  within  the  limits 
.  of  any  grant  already  made  and  actual  Settlement  or  Improve- 
ment has  taken  place  in  consequence  thereof  that  proper  endea- 
vours be  used  to  induce  the  proprietors  to  quit  such  possessions 
by  oJTering  them  grants  of  waste  Lands  in,  some  other  parts  of 
the  District  equal  in  quantity  to  what  is  claimed  by  them  in 
consequence  of  such  possession  with  a  further  allowance  of 
fifty  acres  of  every  three  acres  under  actual  cultivation  and 
Improvement. 

Another  case  that  appears  to  acquire  particular  consideration 
is  the  claim  of  the  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
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foreign  parts  founded  on  a  Reservation  inserted  by  the  Governor 
of  New  Hampshire  in  the  grants  made  by  liim  of  five  hundred 
acres  in  each  Township  for  the  use  of  that  Society  a  Reserva- 
tion from  which  we  conceive  the  Society  could  not  have  drawn 
mneli  advantageand  that  tlie  best  means  of  rendering  tlie  inten- 
tion effectual  to  the  piouse  purpose  for  which  the  Reservation 
was  made  would  be  to  make  compensation  to  the  Society  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  pounds  for  each  Township  in  the  Grant  of  which 
such  Reservation  was  contained  the  said  compensation  to  be 
be  made  out  of  such  moneys  a's  sliall  arise  out  of  the  sale  of  the 
forfeited  shares  in  the  manner  beforementioned. 

Tlie  foregoing  propositions  together  with  wliat  we  have 
Submitted  to  your  Lordships  upon  the  case  of  the  Township  of 
Hinsdale  which  appeared  to  us  to  require  a  separate  considera- 
tion ai'e  all  that  have  occurred  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
papers  annexed  to  your  Lordships  orders  of  reference  of  the 
17""  of  June  last  so  far  as  they  relate  to  tlie  claims  to  possessions 
within  tlie  District  that  has  been  so  long  a  bone  of  contention 
between  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  and  by 
which  contention  the  public  peace  has  been  so  greatly  disturbed 
and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  state  to  yom'  Lordsliips  a  short 
observation  or  two  witli  regard  to  the  mode,  of  regranting  those 
parts  of  the  Land  in  this  District  which  after  provision  has  been' 
made  in  the  manner  we  Jiave  suggested  for  such  claims  as  are  in 
equity  and  Justice  objects  of  attention  shall  remain  for  his 
Majesty's  disposal. 

The  circumstance  that  more  particularly  makes  this  an  object 
of  consideration  is  the  proposition  we  liave  submitted  for  the 
sale  of  these  Lauds  for  a  valuable  consideration  and  tlie  necessi- 
ty that  there  is  tlierefore  that  the  Grant  or  Conveyance  should 
be  burthen'd  with  as  little -expence  as  possible  because  the 
facility  of  selling  them  upon  the  plan  and  for  the  price  we  have 
submitted  ivil!  be  greater  or  less  in  proportion  to  that  expence 
and  because  we  conceive  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  to  dispose 
of  that  all  upon  any  such  plan  if  the  Grants  [are]  to  pass 
through  all  the  forms  now  adopted  in  New  York  upon  Grants 
of  Lands  and  are  to  be  subject  to  tlie  payment  of  the  Fees  at 
t  taken  by  the  Governor  and  other  officers  of  that  Colony. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


We  have  upon  former  occasions  found  it  necessary  to  take 
notice  of  the  Complaints  which  have  been  made  of  the  injustice 
and  extortion  of  the  Servants  of  the  Crown -in  New  Toric  in  this 
respect  arid  we  have  at  all  times  considered  the  liberty  they 
have  assumed  to  themselves  of  taking  greater  and  other  fees 
upon  Grants  of  Land,  than  what  were  established  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  year  1710,  as  most 
unwarrantable  and  unjust. 

By  that  Ordinance  the  fees  allowed  to  be  taken  upon  Grants 
of  Land  by  the  Governor  the  Secretaiy  and  the  Surveyor  are 
considerably  larger  than  what  are  at  this  day  received  for  the 
same  service  in  any  other  of  the  Colonies  nor  are  fees  allowed 
as  we  conceive  to  any  other  officers  than  those  we  have  men- 
tioned. 

Of  later  times  however  the  Governor  the  Secretary  and  the 
Surveyor  have  taken  and  do  now  exact  considerably  more  than 
double  what  that  ordinance  allows  and  a  number  of  other  officers 
do  upon  various  pretences  take  fees  upon  all  Grants  of  Land, 
in  so  much  that  the  whole  amount  of  these  fees  upon  a  Grant 
of  one  thousand  acres  of  Land  is  in  many  instances  not  far 
short  of  the  real  value  of  the  fee  Simple  and  we  think  we  are 
justified  in  supposing  that  it  has  been  from  a  consideration  of 
the  advantage  arising  from  these  exorbitant  fees  that  His 
Majesty's  Governors  of  New  York  have  of  late  years  taken 
upon  themselves  upon  the  most  unwarrantable  pretences  to 
elude  the  restrictions  contained  in  His  Majestys  Instructions 
with  regard  to  the  quantity  of  Land  to  be  granted  to  any  one 
person  and  to  contrive  by  the  insertion  in  one  grant  of  a  number 
of  names  either  fictitious  or  which  if  real  are  only  lent  for  the 
purpose  to  convey  to  one  person  in  one  Grant  from  twenty  to 
forty  thousand  acres  of  Land  an  abuse  which  is  now  grown  to 
that  height  as  well  to  deserve  your  Lordsliips  attention  In  the 
present  case  however  the  only  part  for  your  Lordships  conside- 
ration is  whether  you  will  not  think  fit  if  the  measiu-e  we  have 
suggested  should  be  adopted  to  advise  His  Majesty  to  give  the 
most  positive  instructions  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  thai 
upon  any  application  made  to  liim  for  the  Lands  proposed  to  be 
regranted  on  the  Conditions  we  have  stated  he  do  upon  tire 
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payment  of  the  consideration  money  to  his  Majesty's  Receiver 
General  issue  liis  warrant  into  tlie  Secretaries  officcj  tlie  Grant 
do  pass  without  any  other  form  or  process  whatsoever  and  with- 
out any  fees  whatsoever  to  he  taken  either  by  the  Attorney  General 
the  Receiver  General  or  the  Auditor  and  that  neither  the  Gover- 
nor the  Secretary  nor  the  Surveyor  General  do  taire  any  other 
fees  than  what  are  prescribed  by  the  Ordinance  of  1710  which 
we  have  already  observed  are  higher  than  what  are  now  taiien 
by  the  same  of&cers  for  the  same  service  in  any  other  Colony. 

Upon  the  whole  my  Lords  we  are  sensible  that  many  difficul- 
ties will  occur  in  the  execution  of  any  plan  that  can  be  suggested 
for  putting  an  end  to  those  Disorders  and  abuses  which  have  so 
long  dishonored  Government  and  distnrbed  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  a  very  valuable  part  of  his  Majesty's  possessions  that  it  is 
impossible  to  suggest  every  proposition  that  may  be  necessary 
in  a  case  involved  in  so  much  difficulty  and  perplexity  and  tliat 
the  practicability  and  impracticability  of  those,  we  have  now 
submitted  will  depend  in  great  measure  upon  the  acqvuescence 
on  one  hand  and  the  obstinacy  on  the  other  of  those  whose  diffe- 
rent claims  we  have  stated  but  if  the  plan  of  accommodation  we 
have  chalked  out,  shall  in  the  General  outline  of  it  meet  with 
yonr  Lordships  approbation  it  is  all  we  can  presume  to  hope  for 
and  it  must  be  submitted  to  your  Lordships  to  advise  His  Majes- 
ty to  take  such  steps  thereupon  as  to  yonr  Lordships  shall  seem 
meet  and  expedient. 

We  are  My  Lords 

Tour  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servants 

Whitehall  Deer  3d  1773  Dartmooth 

SoAME  JeNYNS 

Bamber  Gascoyne 
Greville 

GAELrES 
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LORD  DARTMOUTH  TO  GOV.  TRYON. 

[LoQd.  Dm:  XLUI.] 

Sir 

By  the  Packet  that  sailed  from  New  York  in  November,  I 
received  your  Dispatches  N"  1,  2  &  3,  and  have  laid  them  before 
the  King. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you,  in  my  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,  that  the  State  of  the  District  between  the  Elvers  Hudson 
and  Connecticut  would  probably  become  the  subject  of  a  sepe- 
rate  letter,  in  consequence  of  a  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade; 
and  therefore  I  shall  decline  taking  any  other  notice,  in  this 
place,  of  the  continuance  of  the  disturbances  on  the  Lands  in 
that  district,  than  barely  to  express  my  hope,  that  the  questions 
which  have  occasioned  those  disturbances,  will  shortly  be  deter- 
mined in  a  manner  that  by  giving  satisfaction  to  all  parties,  will 
be  more  effectual  to  restore  quiet,  than  the  interposition  of  any 
Military  Force,  wliich  ought  never  to  be  called  in  to  the  aid  of 
the  Civil  authority,  but  in  cases  of  absolute  and  unavoidable 
necessity,  and  which  would  be  highly  improper  if  applied  to 
support  possessions,  which  after  order  issued  in  1767  upon  the 
petition  of  the  proprietors  of  the  N.  Hampshire  Townships,  may 
be  of  very  doubtful  title.  I  am  ettc. 

Dartmouth. 


PETITION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  CUMBERLAND  COUNTS, 

FOR  THE  RIGHT   TO    ELECT   A   KEPEESENTATITE. 

To  his  Excellency  William  Tryon  Esquire  Captain 
General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral 
of  the  same. 

In  Council. 
The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Freeholders  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York. 
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Humbly  Slieweth 

That  by  Letters  Patent  iinder  the  Great  Sea]  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  bearing  date  the  nineteenth  Day  of  March  1768  a 
Large  Tract  of  Land  containing- near  forty  Townships  each  of 
the  Contents  of  Six  Miles  square  was  erected  into  a  County  by 
the  Name  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  the  Inhabitants 
thereof  are  in  and  by  the  said  Letters  Patent  Declared  to  be 
vested  with  and  entitled  unto  all  and  every  the  Powers  Privi- 
leges and  Immunities  and  subject  to  the  same  Laws  Regulations 
and  Grovemraent  which  tlie  Iidiabitants  of  any  other  county  in 
the  said  Province  of  New  Tork  are  entitled  to  do  enjoy  or  are 
subject  to  as  by  the  said  Letters  Patent  or  the  record  thereof  to 
which  We  beg  leave  to  referr  may  appear. 

That  your  Petitioners  acicnowledge  with  the  utmost  Gratitude 
the  Eecent  Mai'ka  of  your  Excellency's  Paternal  Attention  to  the 
Welfair  and  Convenience  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie  said  County 
by  the  late  Salutary  Regulations  and  as  your  Petitioners  are 
whollj'  disposed  to  demean  tliemselves  as  good  subjects  so  they 
are  desirous  of  Enjoying  in  common  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
other  Counties  of  this  Province  tlie  Powers  and  Privileges 
extended  to  them  by  having  Liberty  to  choose  tivo  representa- 
tives to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly  in  this  Province, 

That  such  Representation  will  fulfil  the  hopes  of  your  Peti- 
tioners by  establishing  tliat  firm  and  lasting  connection  which 
tliey  are  desirous^  should  ever  subsist  between  tliem  and  the 
Goverament,  to  which  it  is  their  happiness  to  belong  and' will 
enable  the  more  readily  to  accomplish  the  good  purposes  of 
Government  by  obtaining  such  as  Laws  as  will  most  tend  to  its 
honor  and  their  own  Prosperity. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  Pray  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  &vourab]y  pleased  to  issue  your  writ  enabling 
the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County  to  Elect  and 
choose  two  representatives  for  the  said  County  to  serve  in  General 
Assembly  returnable  at  tlie  ineeting  of  the  said  General  Assem- 
bly on  the  fifth  Day  of  Januaiy  next. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Cumberland  County  y^  7"=  December  1773. 
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-.  Uhn  Sfoiw 

Joseph  I,ord 

D      i  n    reh 

A>ii  iJiveu 

SaniK  WIU 

JaL    I  Spiulding 

LUMn  I'athso 

Noah  Sahin 

J  hi  LJlivin 

Asa  Rice 

Wm  Willard 

1   ijn  D  tterfiold  J, 

FranoUmiLtmoro 

Simon  StBvens 

Jamea  Richardaon 

John  Bolton 

Isaac  Met  uiie 

Atliuiel  Wllkiaa  Junr 

Bildad  Andros 

Seth  Rice 

Zadock  Wright 

>l   nezerPo/ 

JohnBurbur 

Crean  Brush 

Jos  ah  Allen 

Zf^phiauiah  Slicpherdaon 

John  Grout 

SamiLl  hichola 

Anio*  Tute 

John  Kelly 

JaobWjnn 

Bi^uja  Dj-ar 

Simeon  Olcott 

Dan  Tuttle 

Nathul  Davi3 

Solomon  Phelps 

Isaac  Baifd 

ThOQias  Ciitlor 

Samuel  Kmght 

JjshuaJarkei 

Willard  Dean 

Elijah  AWord 

Daniel  Sahin 

Simiion  Birch 

Zephaniah  Swift 

Samuel  Wheat 

K(;njamin  Sliurt 

Silas  Rice 

Matthew  Ooshio 

Wia  Williams 

Joshua  Hide 

Jooaa  Snow 

Benjii  Hutcllins 

John  Fennel 

■Nimh  Sahin  Jnr 

FetcT  Evuna 

John  Thorne 

Jonathan  Houghton 

Jotiatlian  TarbeU 

Elisha  Pratt 

Koah  Oushing 
Dennis  L(ckling 

Timolhy  Clark 

John  Pettej 

John  i'^ttsi^oii 

Jonathan  ^fferd 

Dan  el  Houghton 

James  Cnmins 

Ephraiin  Ranney 

Cyrus  Houghton  J 

Amos  llsilu 

Elijah  Ranney 

John  French 

Athcrtun  Ckisse 

Benjii  G-jrton 

Jam*  Corning  Junr 

David  Pulseplier 

liildad  Easton 

Cyrna  Houghton 

Jia  Rogers 

Wm  Dawes 

Ebenezfer  Houghton 

Olr  Willarfl 

JonUi  lUnt 

John  Butler 

Willard  Stevens 

John  Church 

Ebenezer  Wright 

Oliver  LoveU 

John  Dike 

Asa  Holgate 

Gad  Smitii 

Male  Chnrch 

Farebank  Moore 

Timo  I,ovel! 

Thoa  Miner 

Thomas  Sargeant 

larfie!  Ciirtis 

John  Lovell 

Elislia  Harduig 

Oliver  Wells 

Asher  Evans 

David  Willis 

Joahiia  Stoddard 

John  Norton 

Jonathan  Well  a 

John  Kalhan 

Leonard  Spaulding 
Joseph  Wood  "■^ 

William  Cramiy 

John  Kathan  Janr 

William  EILts 

Oiiver  CliurrJi 

Joseph  Fnller 

Thomas  Ellas 

Elijah  Prouty 

Jonathan  Fnlloc 

John  Ellas 

Stephen  Greenleaf 

Samnol  Richardson 

Joseph  Bart 

William  MeCuiie 

Joseph  Feirec 

Luther  Burt 

Jonathan  Church 

Ebenezer  llawa 

Joeeph  Burt  Junt 

James  Smith 

James  Knap 

SamI  Wells  Junior 

Philip  Paddlford 

Oliver  Cook 

Benit  Field 

Roixsrt  Bisell 

John  Sargeant 

David  Lind«C7 

Tiiuotlir  Church 

Alesdr  Kathan 

Oliver  IlarrU 

KathllChnrch  Junr 

Jonathan  Herrick 

Edward  Jewett 

Rawyer  Wright 

Benin  Butlerfield 

Benjamin  Baiter 

liichard  Prouty 

David  Joy 

■rlios^  Chaadler 

John  Bridgman 

1772.  Dec  23.     Read  in  Coaucil  and  writ  ordered  to  issue. 
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PETITIONS  TO  EKECT  SIENESBOKGUGII  LNTO  A  JrOU^^I? 
TOWN. 

To  His  Excellency  William  Tryon  Captain  General  ?• 
Governor  in  Cliief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  Yorl' 
&  Territory's  depending  thereon  in  America  Vice  admira' 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Same. 

In  Council 
The  Petition   of  the  Subscribers  FreehoHers   in   Coiintj- 
Charlote. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Honourable  Legislature  of 
tliis  Province  lately  to  form  our  part  of  the  County  Albany  into 
a  New  Coimty  under  the  name  &  title  of  Cliarlote  County  and 
ilB  being  to  us  a  mater  of  very  great  Importance  that  the  County 
Court  House  be  fixed  in  a  convenient  spot  as  near  the  centre  at 
may  be  so  Slienesborrow  to  us  apears  the  most  suitable  as  the 
Inhabitants  to  the  ?^orthiaard  on  both  sides  lake  Cliatnplain  can 
come  to  it  in  Battoes  upon  the  Lakes  &  on  the  East  &  West  side 
the  people  have  not  but  about  24  miles  at  farthest  &  the  road 
already  opened.  As  for  the  Townsliip  of  New  Perth  which  lye? 
at  fai-thest  about  30  miles  on  the  South  touchg  the  South  line  of 
the  County  altho  they  are  the  greatest  body  of  the  Inhabitants 
in  one  spot  yet  they  are  content  &  earnestly  desire  Skeensborow 
May  be  established  as  the  seat  of  Judicature  for  the  County  this 
apears  by  their  Subscriptions  &  a  road  being  already  opened  by 
their  help  from  their  Town  to  Skeensborow. 

Wherefore  May  it  Please  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the 
Honourable  Privy  Council  to  order  and  appoint  that  our 
County  Court  liouse  shall  be  erected  in  Skeensborow  upon 
whatever  spot  the  Judges  Justices  &  Freeholders  shall  think 
most  convenient  Providing  Major  Skeen  will  grant  to  the 
Trustees  &  Fi-eeliolders  a  tract  of  Ground  in  fee  simple  for 
Publick  uses  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall 
pray. 

James  McDonald  Robert  Cochran  John  Foster 

Jttmea  Turner  Job  MoCleary  Reuben  Turner 

Huoilton  McCoUistre  Jomithan  Baibar  Jotm  Armstrong 
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Alexsiider  Turner 
Edward  LoMg 
Joshua  Coijiey 
ThoB  Jodiison 
Mathew  MoWliorter 
Tbom»a  H&Bitj 
Joseph  MoOralcen 
Bphrahn  Noble 
Robert  MoCrovey 
Jonathati  Baker 
George  Quo 
George  McKnight 
William  Thompeoii 
Eobert  Armstrong 
John  Rowan 
David  Stewart 
John  Barns 
Rober  Matthiew 


KBW  ilAAiPSHIUE   (.-RANTS 

Adam  Getty  Ei 

Patrick  WiilEon 

James  Ciosselt 

Daniel  McGleiry 

William  Moiieiipf 

Alexandei  MuWitt 

James  Simjson 

James  Thomson 

Alesandei  bieviirt 

Kobt  Steurt 

David  Stpuit 

Samuel  Wilson 

Samuel  Hopkins 

Robert  Hopkins 

Robert  Caldwell 

Daniel  MtEn  fire 

John  Dunlup 

Stephnn  Rowan 


Tohn  Li  (le 
Frances  Lammas 
Charles  Hutchan 
James  Moore 
Hugh  Moore 
John  MuNab 
Tohn  MeCeunejr 
John  Tod 
David  Tomb 
Job  a  Barns 
Nathan  J.  Oawley 
Mosses  Martirig 
Thomas  Armstrong 
Jimea  Hawley 
Samuel  Hindmand 
Leonnerd  Wetib 
Duncan  Campbell 


(Endorsed)     1773.  Febr  i^-i  Read  m  Council. 


(Here  follows 
Samnel  Buck 
Joseph  Gtllet 
Richard  Bente 
EphraJm  Bnck 
Thomas  Chipman 
John  Chipman 
William  Spencer 
David  Woston 
Richard  Woodcock 
John  Cole 
Kicoks  Handlacd 
Dan  Tucker 
Ebeneaor  Hyde  Junr 
Thomas  Asiiley 
Ebenez«r  Allen 
Abner  How 
John  RamsdeU 
Amos  MansSeld 
David  Johnson 
John  Walker 
David  Jackeon 
Frances  Blsworth 
Bichard  Brumridge 
Hosewell  Hopkins 
Gamaliel  Painter 
Henry  Biicltanoan 
Robert  Thomson 
Alexr  Webster 


Jamee  Palmer 
Deliverance  Squier 
Daniel  Abbot 
Josiah  Culver 
Derrick  Webb 
Klner  Baens 


Petition  No.  2  Same 
Thomas  Alford 
Robert  Doglas 


Silas  Train 
Isaack  Baker 
Jehu  Bird 
Daniel  Warren 
Abner  Walsh 
Jonathan  Olds 
John  Peek 
Frederick  Peek 
David  Crippen 
Gideon  Uooly 
Steven  Mead 
James  Hopkins 
Roger  Steven 
Joel  Powel 
John  Vine 
John  Webber 
Ricliard  Bignol 
Samuel  Welcock 
AmosFuller  , 
Zachcas  Williams 
John  Sweet 
Hopewell  Bailey 
Thoa  Black 


subject,  Same  County) 
Abner  Teal 
Geo  Thompson 
Eeuben  Keep 
Gienliam  Willard 
AlexandBT  Stewart 
Phillip  Sunderland 
Benjamin  Cooly 
Stephen  Olrasteed 
Isaac  Rood 
William  Marshall 
Ralph  I  Carrington 
James  Strotherd 
Timothy  Shirley 
Richard  Hunters 
Andrew  Young 
Saml  Harris 
Thomas  Davis 
Abner  West 
Josiah  Noyae 
Edward  Gray 
Hcieklah  Ashley 
William  Powell 
Richard  Sejtton 
Hngh' Campbell 
Daniel  Robinson 
A.  P.  Skene 
James  Stodder 
Jno  Preno 


(Petition  N"  3.) 


John  White 
Jetenitah  French 
John  Sairl 
Gidien  Sairl 
Andrew  Hawley 
James  Frume 


Ebeneeer  Leonard 
Samuel  Adames 
Jepthah  Hawlcjr 

Thomas  Hawa 
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{ditto  N"  '1  Inhabitants  of  SocJalborough.) 


Gershom  Beach 
Samuel  Crippen 
Felix  Powel 
William  D>yine!l 
Ichabob  Packer 


Moses  Hale 
Nathan  Tattle 
Jobiel  Andrews 
Amoa  Andrews 


David  Hawley 
Isaac  Cusliman 
Joseph  Hawley 
Saml  Beach 
Thomas  Tnttle 
Edivai'd  Owen 


{¥'•  5.  Inhabitants  of  Crown  Point  district  and  Ticonderoga.) 

Garrison  of  Crown  PoiuS 
&C.  8 


Kobt  Lewis 
Laohlan  Mackintosh 
Oollin  McKennie 
Alexr  MacEenzie 
John  Borth 
Hugh  Whjte 
Fredk  Skinner 
Benj;  Poi-ter 
Joseph  Russel 
Benjn  Ketlog 
John  Strong 
Isaac  Kellog 
Odel  Sgnier 
Mathaniel  Chapmiin 


John  Fangburn 

Natlianiel  Matsh 

David  Valeua 

Jacob  Ferris 

Abner  Brisk 

David  Hoelcomb 

Abram  Ho)oomb 

Elijah  Grand y 

John  Crigger 

Ephraim  Tyler 

Thos  Sparhang 

William  Anstruther 
Captain  in  the  26th 
Regt  commanding  the 


John  Cobliam 
Stephen  Cliapman 
Wm  Wood 
Thomas  Brady 
Moses  Campbell 
Donald  Mcintosh 
Aariel  Blancbard 
Thomas  Waywood 
Joseph  Franlilin 
Sam  a  el  Richardson 
John  Smith 
John  Bytler. 


(N"°  6  Inhabitants  of  Sltenesborough.) 


Philip  Skene 
Timothy  Force 
Hobert  Gurdon 
Garrat  Keating 
Morris  Austin 
David  Hunter 

Jacob  CUne 
John  Dewey 
Epliraim  Ay  era 
James  Daily 
Thomas  Roberts 
John  MoFerran 
James  Jacbson 
Zechariah  Thomas 
Ornon  Fuller  Jr 
Silas  Grainger 
Elisha  Olds 
Juda  Fuller 
Jeremiah  Bnrronghs 
Zaacheus  Grainger 
William  Winton 
John  Thomas  Sr 
.Thomas  Boggess 
Robert  Vine . 
James  Perkins 
Aaron  Fuller  Jur 
Daniel  Brnndige 
Josiah  Welch 
Garshom  Fuller 
John  Austin 
John  Thomas  Jr 
James  Thomas 


44  Hopestill  Eiglo 

4  Azriel  Blanchard 

1  Timothy  Prindle 

5  Joel  Prindle  Sem' 

4  Joel  Prindle  Junr 
11  William  Prindle 
14  Jacob  Stockwell 

2  James  Smith 

2  Levi  Slockw-ell 

3  Andrew  Ranney 
2  Elishania  Fryer 
8  Ebenezer  Vinie 

6  Samuel  Bnoon 
8  Samuel  Kee^ 

5  James  Stewetd 

5  Larrance  McKlnsey 

y  Alexander  Yom^ 

5  John  Smith 

5  Samll  Dewey 

8  Scth  Stow 

S  David  Baverly 

7  Thomas  WiUaon 
n  his 

4  Patt  +  Thomas 

T  Joseph  Betholemew 

7  John  Skiner 

8  William  Hiitton 
2  Darius  Josleu 

5  Asa  Joslcn 

1  Samll  llnhbard 

1  Daniel  Ganger 
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The  N.iniEa.  In  Family        The  Nmnes.                                  ^ii  F.in 

George  Boyle  ...          6    James  Armstvoiig        ■        ■        •      ', 

James  Boyle  -        .        -      5    Andrew  Sttvensoa  ...          , 

John  Boylo  ...          6    David  Douglas             -        .        .      : 

Benjamin  Murray  .        .        -            Hugh  Canipbef         ...          ( 

Charles  Reed  ...          8                              Total  in  Family  379. 
*,*  Tho  lost  eiiumerated  71  Eubjcrilicrs  wcro  Tenants  to  Mojoc  Skene. 


PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  GLOUCESTER  AND 
CUMBERLAND. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Gloucester 

and  Cumberland  in  the  Province  of  New  York  whose  Names 

are  hereunto  subsci;ibed. 
Most  Immbly  sheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  and  tliose  under  whom  they  claim  for- 
merly obtained  Grants  for  the  several  Townships  on  which  they 
reside  from  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire. 

That  your  Majesty  by  your  Royal  Order  in  Privy  Council  of 
the  Twentieth  Day  of  July  One 'thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty  four  was  pleased  to  declare  the  Western  Bank  of  Connect 
ficut  River  where  it  enters  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  to  be  the  Boundary  between  the  Colonies  of  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York. 

That  some  time  afterwards  on  the  humble  Petition  of  the  then 
Inhabitants,  the  Lands  on  the  West  Side  of  the  said  Connecticut 
River  were  erected  into  two  new  Counties  by  Letters  Patent 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York  by  tlie  respec- 
tive names  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  since  which  the 
Course  of  Justice  hath  been  duly  established  and  the  Inhabitants 
have  enjoyed  the  Blessings  and  advantages  of  Peace,  Order,  and 
good  Government. 

That  in  many  Instances  they  have  obtained  New  Grants  and 
confirmations  of  their  several  New  Hampshire  Claims  under  the 
Gi-eat  Seal  of  the  said  Province  of  New  York,  and  from  the 
Exemplary  Liberality  and  Goodness  of  his  Excellency  William 
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Tryon  Esquire  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  tlie  said  Province  of 
New  Yoi'k  tliey  liave  Keason  to  expect  when  your  Majestys 
Instructions  will  permit  tliat  tlie  rest  of  their  Townships  will  be 
confirmed  to  them  for  one  half  of  the  usual  Fees  of  Office  which 
your  Petitioners  consider  as  a  great  mark  of  Favour  and  Indul- 
gence, 

That  your  Petitioners,  are  not  desirous  of  any  Change  of  Juris- 
diction but  are  perfectly  satisfied  and  earnestly  wish  to  continue 
under  the  Government  of  New  York,  and  are  only  anxious  to 
have  their  Titles  made  valid  and  secure  by  confirmations  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province  which  have  been  hitherto 
suspended  as  your  Petitioners  are  informed  by  your  iVTajesty's 
Eoyal  Instructions. 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Counties  whose  Titles  remain 
unconfirmed  suffer  the  greatest  Inconveniencies  on  that  Account 
That  they  cannot  carry  on  their  Improvements  with  spirit  and 
vigour  from  the  uncertainty  whether  they  may  not  be  finally 
deprived  of  them  and  loose  their  Labour.  Tliat  tliey  are  not 
entitled  to  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  Freeholders  from  the 
Defects  of  their  present  Chartei'S,  nor  can  they  for  the  same 
Reason  support  any  Action  for  their  Landed  Property  when  it 
is  injured  or  wUhheld  from  them,  That  while  these  distressing 
Circumstances  fell  heavy  oa  Individuals  they  at  the  same  Time 
obstruct  the  Growth  and  further  Cultivation  of  these  New  Coun- 
ties impede  the  equal  Administration  of  Justice,  and  prevent 
the  payment  and  Augmentation  of  your  Majesty's  Revenue  from 
the  Quit  Rents. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty 
to  take  their  case  into  your  Royal  and  Paternal  Consideration 
and  Graciously  to  direct  that  the  Several  Townships  which  they 
hold  under  the  Charters  of  New  Hampshire  witliin  the  said 
Counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  may  be  forthwith  granted 
and  confirmed  to  them  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province 
of  New  York  on  the  usual  Quit  Rents  and  half  the  Fees  of 
Office  agreeable  to  the  generous  Plan  formed  by  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  the  said  Province. 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duly  Bound  shall  ever  pray  h'^ 
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Tl\oa  Ohiindler,  Joteph  Lord,  Samuel  Wtlla,  Hoah  Bjbin,  Nathii  S tone,  Israel 
Curtis,  Epliraiin  Eanney,  Grean  Brusli,  William  Patteraon,  Mdicom  Church, 
Daniel  Renney,  Oliver  Wells,  Joshiia  Stoddsrd,  John  Norton,  William  Willard, 
John  Groat,  John.  Kathan  Janr,  Oliver  Church,  Elijah Prouty,  Oliver  Oor>k, 
John  Sargent,  Alexander  Eathaa,  Benjamin  Gorton,  Samuel  Kniglit,  David 
Church,  Jacob  Spalding,  John  Baldwin,  Benjamin  Bntterfield  Jnnior,  Samuel 
Brown,  Isaac  MoCune,  Ebeneaer  Knap,  Wifliam  McCune,  Jiinatlian  Chnrch, 
Jame.?  Smith,  Plillip  Paddleford,  Robert  Brageal,  Timothy  Church,  Nathaui^ 
Church  Junior,  Sawyer  "Wright,  Ehenezer  Fox,  Richard  Pronty,  Josiah  Allen, 
Stephen  Greenleaf,  BBToamin  Butterfield,  Willard  Stevens,  David  Joy,  Daniel 
Tnttle,  Isaac  Beard,  Joshua  Parker,  Daniel  Sabin,  Samuel  Wheat,  Matheir 
Gushing,  Amos  Halle,  Jonas  Snow,  JameaCourina,Noah  Sabia  Junior,  Jonathan 
Houghton,  Noah  Cuahia,  Dennis  Lockliug,  Daniel  Houghton,  Cyms  Houghton 
Junior,  John  French.  James  ComLns,CyriigHonghtoj),E5enezer  Houghton,  John 
Butler,  Sbenezer  Wright,  Asa  Holegate,  Thomas  Sai^ent,  Ferbarik  Moore  Junr, 
William  Cranney,  Jonathan  Wells,  William  Ellia,  Thomaa  Ellia,  John  Ellig, 
Joseph  Burt,  Lnther  Burt.  Sathan  Davis,  Jabez  Davis,  Elienezer  Flsher^Uaii 
Wilder,  Oliver  Harrisjunior,  Benjamin  Baker,  Elisha  Harding,  David  Willis, 
Edward  Jewett,  John  Houghton,  David  Houghton,  William  Houghton,  Solomon 
Ball,  Abel  Stoekwell  Junior,  Perez  Stockwell,  Jamea  Ball,  Eiijali  Alvatd,  Caleb 
Alvard,  Reuben  Cook,  John  Kn^,  Zapha  Swift,  Elihew  Bosoem,  Beitjamia 
Perry,  Silas  Hamilton,  David  Ihivis,  John  Davia,  John  Bolton,  Henry  ilenderson, 
Samuel  Clark  Junior,  Isaac  Orr,  Ebeneaer.  Davie,  Ebeneaer  Davia  Junior,  Jonas 
Shepard,HugbBolton,Beiijami[iPeiroe,Be:^aminPeirca  Junior,  William  Frazer, 
Wiliiani  Wilson,  William  Gait,  Samuel  Morrison,  Ebeneaer  Parrish,  Israel  Gerld, 
Joseph  Stewart,  Joseph  Stewart  Junior,  John  Stewart,  Alexander  Stewart,  John 
Clark,  Jamea  Cary.Ebenezer  Sabina,  William  Henderaen  Junr,  James  McWaters, 
Ruf^is  Sheppard,  David  Henderson,  John  Sheppardaon,  Daniel  Wilkina,  Ithar 
Goodenough,  Zephaniah  Sheppardson,  Solomon  Phelps,  David  Aprt'S  Junior, 
Joseph  Dexter,  Zakeaa  Fanaworth,  Oliver  Bi8hop,"John  Pike,  Benjamin  Carpeo. 
ter,  Othaniel  Wilkins  Junior,  William  Nickola,  Oliver  Harris,  Jonathan  Hobbs, 
Bildad  Andros,  BEnJ3min*irt^^'"EteieaerHoitmi,  Josiah  Pease,  Purbank  Moore, 
Daniel  Gill,  John  Baritt  JBimeon  SponcjM  Ichabod  Woddama,  James  Call,  John 
Heait,  Francis  Beatty,  JosaiillJffiflQijiraf  Leavi  Stevens,  Sol;  Stevens,  William 
Patterson,  William  Smeed,  Abel  Stafford,  Jonatlinn  Burk  Junior,  Jonathan 
Holding,  David  GiCehal,  Isaiah  Burk,  Solomon  Biirk,  Jeremiah  Bishop.,  John 
Lull,  Jon-athan  Burk,  Charles  Killam  Junior,  Zedekioli  Stone,  Caleb  Benjamin, 
Benjamin  Waite,  Samuel  Stone,  EbeneKor  Curtis,  Peter  Leavens,  Elisha  Hnh- 
bard,  Moses  Evans,  Reuben  Deane,  Watt  Hubbard,  Matthew  Hammond, 
EInathan  Strot^,  David  Stone.  William  Smeed  Junior,  Jacob  Gatchcll,  So): 
Emmons,  Benjamin  Bishop,  Elisha  Halley,  Francis  Fenton,  Timothy  Busli,  Dole 
Johnson,  Thoa  Siimnor.  John  Peters,  Thomas  Chamberlin,  Joseph  White,  John 
Taplin,  Manafleld  Taplin,  WlUiam  Taplin,  Elihu  Johnson,  Petahack  Bliss,  John 
Beard,  Nathaniel  Chamberlin,  Uriah  Chamberlin,  Jacob  Bayley,  Pry  Bayley, 
Ephraim  Bayley,  Joshna  Bayley,  Jacob  Bayley  Junr,  Aaron  Horsmer,  Beiyarain 
Maaey,  Daniel  Hunt,  JonaUian  Farewell,  John  Goodwin,  Asher  Chamferlia, 
Moses  Thurston,  Thomas  Hibbard,  Samll  Hall,  Jonathan  Goodwin,  Abner 
Fowler,  Stephen  Rider,  Edmond  Brown,  Welba  Butterfield,  John  Skeels, 
Samuel  Hadlsy,  Josiah  Burnham,  William  Johnson,  David  Weeks,  Nathaniel 
Rii,  Oliver  Willard,  Zadock  Wright,  Francis  Wright,  John  Heseltine,  John 
Sanbonn,  Timothy  Bedell,  Peter  Powers,  Thomaa  Brock,  David  Swalne,  James 
Abbot,  Jonathan  Fowler  Leri  Silvestar  Junr.Er;  Chamberlin,  Pelatiah  Bliss, 
Richard  Chamberlin,  Ben;  Chambsriin,  Silas  Chamberlin,  Richard  Chamberlin 
Junr,  Joseph  Chamberlin,  Thomas  Johnson  .Gideon  Smith,  Levi  Sllrostor,  Jacob 
Fowler,  Nehh  Lovewell,  John  Hutting,  Eaekiel  Colby,  John  Orraan,  Robt 
Johnson,  Samuel  Stevens,  Simeon  Stevens,  Moses  Haritnan,  Jacob  Ken,  Saml) 
Eaton,  Hamnd  Chamberlin,  Rober.t  Hunkin,  John  Hazoltlno,  Enoch  Brown, 
John  Mil  la,  John  Mills  Janr,  Abner  Fowler  Junr,  Abiel  Chamberlin,  Amos 
Barril,  Sitveniis  Heath,  John  Taplin  Junor,  John  Lawyer  Junr,  Hugh  Miller, 
Samuel  Barnet,  Samuel  Barnet  Juner.  Enos  Sawyer.  Benn  Sawyer  Junr  Jacob 
Fowler,  John  Brown.  Henry  Moore,  Havns  Johnson,  Stephen  McConnell.  Benoni 
Wright.  Hezekiah  Silaway,  Ohediah  Davis,  Robert  Barnet,  Jesse-  McF.arland, 
Samll  Gait,  James  Aiken,  Joseph  SIcper,  Nathaniel  Martin,  Daniel  Frazer,  Noah 
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WTiite,  John  Marten,  William  Tboiason,  David  Thomson,  Samuel  Thomson^ 
James  Thomson,  James  Horner,  John  Kandy,  Sllveneus  Oweii,  Nonh  Deivey, 
Wiiliam  Bell,  Mathuw  Miller,  John  Robart,  Samuel  Miller,  James  Miller,  Joel 
"Woodworth,  Richard  Rogers,  James  Fenock,  Tim  Bftrlholomy,  Fetre  TliemE, 
John  Strong,  Jamea  Mann,  Soloraon  Strong,  Joseph  Doivner,  Uriah  Curtis, 
Abnev  Cliamberlin,  Moses  Cadivell,  Oliver  Taylor,  Alexander  Brink,  'Wilder 
IVillard,  Mathias  Rust,  Phineaa  Rnst,  Jona;  Matthew,  Oliver  Rnst,  Zebuloii  Lee, 
Phlnohas  Strong,  Timothy  Knooka,  Abijah  Lamphear,  John  Peake,  John  Henry, 
Daniel  Short,  Danel  Waldo,  JohnHoiaington.RnfuaCarpenter,  JoahHoisington, 
Thomas  Cooper,  William  Dean,  Willard  Dean,  WilUarn  Dean,  John  Canpton, 
DoiialFraser,  Gad:  Smith,  John  Griffin,  Taylor  Brooks.  Eber;  Church,  Thos 
Butterfleld,  Jas  R<^era,  Simon  Stevens,  Joseph  Wood,  Ebenezer  Fuller  Jnnr, 
OorneiiuB  Baker,  Nathaniel  Baker,  Daniel  Whipple,  Asa  Davis,  Ben;  Hennery, 
Wm  Williams,  Danl  Whipple,  Thomas  Pollard,  Ebenezer  Whipple,  Ger;  Whip- 
ple, Wm  Dawes,  Daniel  SargcntE. 

County  of  Cumberland  ss:  Ee  it  Remembered  that  on  the 
Twenty  Sixth  Day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  three  Personally  carae  and  appeared  before  me  Samuel 
Wells  Esquire  one  of  the  Judges  of  tlie  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  same 
County,  Israel  Curtis,  Esquire,  and  Malichi  Church  Teoraan, 
both  of  y^  same  County,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  depose  and  say  that  they ,  were 
severally  present  and  did  see  the  several  persons  whose  names 
are  signedto  the  annexed  Petition  to  his  most  Excellent  Majesty 
and  the  Duplicate  thereof  respectively  sign  their  names  thereto 
voluntarily  and  of  their  free  accord,  and  tliat  the  Several  Persons. 
who  have  so  signed  the  game  are  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Ciimberland'  or  of  the  County  of  Gloucester  on  the  West  Side  of 
Connecticut  River  within  the  Province  of  New  York. 

Saml  Weh-s. 

Secretary's  Office  New  York  S'''  February  1773.     The  Pre- 
are  true  copies  of  their  respective  originals. 

Attest  Gw.  Banyak  D  Secry 


DEPOSITION  OF  CAPT.  DAVID  WOOSTER. 

City  of  New  York,  ss.  David  Wooster,  of  New  Haven,  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  Esquire,  being  a  Captain  on  Half-pay, 
reduced  from  bis  Majesty's  Fifty-first  Regiment  of  Foot,  being 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


NEW  HAMrSHIKE   GRANTS.  835 

duly  sworn,  maketh  oatli,  that  as  a  reduced  officer  as  afoi'esaid, 
he  obtained  pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  Proclamation  for  that 
Purposej  a  Graut  under  the  Great  Seal  of  tlie  Province  of  New- 
rorit,  fur  thi-ee  thousand  acres  of  Land,  on  the  East  Banlcs  of 
Laife  Champlain,  within  a  Mile  and  a  Quarter  of  the  Fort  there, 
that  about  five  3'ears  since,  and  after  the  Deponent  had  obtained 
tlie  said  Grant,  on  visiting  those  Lands  he  found  five  Families 
which  had  then  lately  settled,  some  of  whom  pretended  to  have 
a  Claim  there  under  a  Grant  from  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
6hire,  and  some  of  them  pretending  no  Right  at  all,  promised 
the  Deponent  immediately  to  leave  tlie  said  Lands  ;  the  others 
this  Deponent  then  served  Ejectments  on,  which  issued  out  of 
the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Albany, 
whereupon  they  also  submitted,  and  desired  the  Deponent  to  give 
them  Leases  of  Part  of  the  said  Lands,  which  this  Deponent 
consented  to,  gave  them  Permission  to  remain  on  the  Lands, 
acknowledging  him  to  be  their  Landlord,  until  it  was  convenient 
for  hira,  to  return  and  give  them  leases  in  Form  ;  that  for  some 
Time  past  -there  has  prevailed  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  a 
Spirit  of  Disorder  and  Licentiousness  in  Opposition  to  the  Justice 
of  this  Province,  among  numbers  of  People  who  have  seated 
themselves  on  the  Lands  granted  by  the  Province  of  New  York, 
to  tlie  reduced  officers  and  others,  some  claiming  the  same  Lands 
under  New  Hampshire,  and  others  without  any  such  Pretence 
of  Claim,  who  are  supported  in  such  their  Proceedings  by  a 
Combination  formed  for  tlie  support  of  themselves,  and  every 
Person  indiscriminately  who  will  settle  any  of  those  Lands  in 
Opposition  to  the  Titles  granted  under  the  Province  of  New 
York,  and  for  the  Prevention  of  any  Settlements  to  be  made  in 
that  Part  of  the  Province  of  New  York  under  Letters  Patent 
granted  in  the  said  Province  :  That  for  tliis  Purpose  they  have 
formed  themselves  into  small  Companies,  under  Leaders,  whom 
they  call  Captains,  who  frequently  make  Excursions  in  that 
Countiy  for  Discovery  of  Settlers  under  his  Majestys  Grants 
issued  under  his  Great  Seal  of  New  York,  and  to  dispossess  such 
Settlers  ;  That  this  Deponent  having  heard  that  several  new 
Intruders  had  got  upon  his  Lands  above  mentioned,  and  that 
they  as  well  as  the  former  Settlers  there  had  declared  tiiey  would 
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hold  the  Deponent's  said  Lands  from  him  by  Force  of  Arms, 
Tliis  Deponent  in  tiie  Month  of  September  last  visited  Ids  said 
Lands,  In  order  to  secure  his  said  Property,  and  to  give  the  said 
Settlers  thereon  Leases,  if  they  would  accept  of  the  same,  carryiug 
up  with  him  Declarations  in  Ejectment  to  serve  on  them  if  he 
shonld  find  the  same  necessary.  That  upon  the  Deponent's 
Arrival  at  his  said  Lands,  the  settlers  thereon  and  the  others, 
collected  together  in  a  Body  about  thirteen  in  Number,  when  the 
Deponent  offered  those  who  had  settled  on  his  Lands,  Leases, 
which  they  absolutely  refused  to  accept  upon  any  Terms  what- 
soever, but  declared  they  would  support  themselves  there  by 
Force  of  Arms,  and  that  they  would  spill  their  Blood  before  they 
woidd  leave  tlie  said  Lands ;  whereupon  the  Deponent  proceeded 
to  serve  two  Declarations  of  Ejectment  on  two  principal  Ring- 
leaders, and  thereupon  some  of  tlieir  Party  presented  their 
rirelocks  at  the  Deponent,  declaring  it  should  be  Death  for  any 
Man  that  served  a  Declaration  of  Ejectment  there,  but  the 
Deponent  being  well  armed  with  Pistols  proceeded  to  serve  the 
said  Ejectments,  notwithstanding  they  continued  their  Firelocks 
presented  against  him  during  the  whole  Time,  that  after  the 
Deponent  had  seiTed  the  said  Ejectments,  they  declared  with 
one  Voice  that  they  would  not  attend  any  Court  in  the  Province 
of  New  York,  nor  would  be  concluded  by  any  Law  of  New  York 
respecting  their  Lands,  and  asked  the  Deponent  how  he  would 
get  Possession  after  he  bad  got  Judgments  against  them,  who 
replied  be  should  bring  tlie  High  Sheiif  to  put  him  in  Possession, 
to  which  they  replied  they  would  suffer  no  Sheriff  to  come  upon 
the  Ground,  to  which  the  Deponent  replied,  that  if  they  resisted 
the  Civil  Officer,  he  would  apply  for  the  Assistance  of  the 
Regiilar  Troops  which-  were  liard  by,  as  it  was  tlieir  Duty  to 
assist  the  Civil  authority,  and  that  it  was  High  Treason  for  them  to 
fire  on  his  Majesty's  Troops,  to  which  they  answered  that  if  his 
Majesty's  Troops  came  to  assist  the  Civil  Ofacer  to  put  any  Man 
in  Possession  there,  they  should  have  hvmdreds  of  Guns  fired  at 
them,  und  that  they  further  said,  it  was  the  universal  Agreement 
of  the  People  in  that  Country,  as  the  Deponent  understood  in  its 
whole  Extent  fi-om  North  to  South,  to  defend  themselves  by 
Force  of  Arms,  in  opposition  to  every  attempt  in  support  of  the 
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Titles  to  Lands  there  under  the  Province  of  New  Tort,  and  tliat 
ihey  could  raise  Multitudes  of  Men  for  that  Purpose,  sometimes 
mentioning  a  thousand,  sometimes  two  thousand,  and  sometimes 
five  hundred  Men  ;  That  notwithstanding  their  Declarations  and 
Menaces  ;  this  Deponent  is  fully  satisfied,  that  he  could  reduce 
them  to  due  Order  all  over  the  Country  with  fifty  Men,  and  this 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  one  of  the  Settlers  oa  his  said  Land 
expressing  a  Willingnesss  to  submit,  and  to  take  a  Lease  fi-om 
this  Deponent,  was  threatened  by  the  rest  of  tlie  Company,  that 
if  he  did,  or  acknowledged  this  Deponent  to  be  his  Landlord, 
his  House  should  be  burnt  over  his  Head  before  the  next  Morn- 
ing, and  he  also  if  he  did  not  fly,  though  this  Deponent  deelarea 
they  acknowledged  they  had  no  Right  to  that  Part  of  the  Land, 
but  tbey  insisted  that  no  Person  should  hold  any  Land  there 
under  any  New  York  Title. 

David  Woostkr. 
Sworn  this  20"'  Day  of  February, 
1773.     Before  me. 

Dakiel  Horsmandek. 

•,*  Datid  WooaTsa,  who  E^ned  the  alioTa  affidavit,  was  afterwards  Major 
Greneral  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  born  in  1711 ;  graduated  at  Tale  in 
1788,  and  while  opposing  a  detachment  of  British  troops,  whose  object  was  to 
destroy  the  pubUc  stores  at  Danbury,  was  niorlally  wonaded  at  Eidgiicld,  April 
27,  and  died  May  2,  1777.    Alisn. 


LORD  DAHTMOUTII  TO  G07.  TRYON. 

[Lond.  Doc.  SLIII.] 

Whiteliall  lOm  April,  1773,     No.  8. 
Sir, 

The  Lords  of  Trade  having  in  a  Report  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council,  stated  several  considerations  and  propo- 
sitions respecting  the  claims  of  property,  and  possession  of  Lands 
lying  between  the  River  Connecticut  and  a  supposed  similar 
curve  Line  at  the  distance  of  20  miles  from  Hudson's  River, 
His  Maj"i  has  been  pleased,  upon  a  Report  from  the  said  Corn- 
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mittee,  to  approve  the  several  propositions  recommended  by  tlie 
Board  of  Trade,  and  I  have  received  ]iis  Maj  'y«  Commands  to 
give  such  directions  to  you  as  may  be  necessary  thereupon.  But 
ag  tlie  carrying  those  proposilions  into  effect  depends  upon  tlie 
consent  thereto  of  many  persons  having  different  interests  in 
and  claims  to  the  Lands,  and  upon  tlieir  acquiesence  therein,  and 
as  there  are  I  conceive  many  Facts  and  circumstances  which 
have  never  yet  been  stated,  that  if  not  attended  to  may  create 
difficulties  that  will  render  the  whole  plan  abortive,  I  think  it 
fit,  before  I  transmit  to  you  His  Maj'y  final  Instructions  upon 
so  delicate  and  difficult  a  Matter,  to  state  to  you  what  those 
propositions  are,  and  to  desire  your  full  and  candid  sentiments 
thereupon. 

Tlie  objects  that  are  stated  to  deserve  attention  in  the  consider- 
ation of  tliis  business  are  : — 

First,  those  Townships  lying  in  this  district  between  the  River 
Connecticut  and  tlie  Line  abovementioned  which  were  originally 
settled  and  established  under  Grants  from  the  Govern'  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  virtue  of  their  Ancient  Charter. 

Secondly,  Those  Grants  of  Land  within  the  said  District  made 
by  the  Govern'  of  New  York  previous  to  the  Grants  made  by 
the  Govern'  of  Is.  Hampshire, 

Thirdly,  Those  Grants  which  having  been  originally  made  by 
tlie  Govern'  of  New  Hampshire,  continue  in  the  same  state, 
or  have  been  confirmed  by  Grants  from  New  York  as  also  those 
Grants  which  have  since  been  made  by  the  Govern'  of  New 
York  of  Lands  not  within  the  limils  of  any  of  the  Grants  above- 
mentioned. 

On  the  ground  of  thfise  considerations  it  is  proposed:  that  all 
claims  to  Lands  derived  from  the  Granis  of  Townships  heretofore 
made  by  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  shoulJ  be  estab- 
lished and  confirmed,  and  the  present  proprietors  quieted  in  their 
possessions  and  that  all  Grants  whatever  made  by  the  Govemi 
of  New  York  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Townships  being  in 
their  nature  oppressive  and  unjust,  should  be  set  aside,  but  that 
the  persons  claiming  possessions  under  those  Granis  should  upon 
condition  of  tlieir  quitting  such  claim,  receive  grants  under  the 
seal  of  New  York  upon  the  like  Terms  and  Free  of  all  Espence, 
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of  an  equal  number  of  acres  in  some  other  pai't  of  the  District 
lying  between  the  Rivers  Hudson  and  Connecticut,  And  tliat  in 
cases  where  any  actual  improvement  has  been  made,  the  posses- 
sor should  receive  fifty  acres  of  waste  lands  for  every  three 
acres  that  have  been  so  improved. 

Tliat  all  other  Grants  of  Lands  made  by  the  Govern'  of  New 
York  within  the  district  before  mentioned  antecedent  to  any 
Grants  made  by  the  Govern'  of  New  Hampshire,  be  confirmed, 
provided  it  shall  appear  that  possession  hath  been  taken  and 
improvement  made  thereon. 

That  all  Townships  laid  out  within  the  said  district,  either  by 
the  Governors  of  New  Hampshire  or  New  York,  and  wliich  do. 
not  include  Lands  within  the  Limits  of  some  antecedent  Grants, 
be  established  as  Townships,  according  to  the  limits  expressed 
in  their  respective  Charters,  and  that  all  persons  posessed  of 
shares  in  those  Townships,  whether  as  original  Grantees  or  by 
Inheritance  or  conveyance,  and  upon  which  shares  actual  settle- 
ment and  Improvement  have  been  made,  be  quieted  in  such 
possession,  without  being  bound  to  any  other  condition  of  quit 
rents  or  otherwise,  than  what  is  contained  in  the  original  Grant. 

That  some  short  and  eifectual  mode  be  established,  by  act  of 
Legislature  or  otherwise,  for  ascertaining  by  the  Inquest  of  a 
Jury,  tlie  state  of  possession,  settlement  and  Improvement, 
upon  all  lands  within  the  said  district,  claimed  under  grants 
made  by  the  Govern'^  of  New  Hampshire  or  New  York,  and 
that  all  such  Lands,  wliich  shall  by  the  verdict  of  such  Jury 
appear  never  to  have  been  possessed  or  improved,  as  also  all 
other  Lands,  which  have  not  been  granted,  be  disposed  of  in 
Buch  manner  as  the  King  sliall  think  fit  to  appoint  for  the 
disposal  k,  granting  of  waste  lands,  within  the  Province  of  N, 
York,  provision  liaving  been  first  made  for  an  equivalent  to 
such  of  the  Claimants  of  Land,  under  Grants  from  New  York 
within  the  old  Massaohuset's  Townships,  in  manner  as  before 
directed,  and  also  for  making  good  to  tlie  Commissioned  and 
non  Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  tlie  amount  of  their 
several  allotments,  under  such  warrants  of  survey  as  they  may 
have  already  received,  in  consequence  of  the  Eoyal  Proclama- 
tion of  1763. 
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These,  Sir,  are  in  general  tlie  Propositions  whicli  have  been 
suggested  lay  tlie  Board  of  Trade,  and.  approved  by  his  Majesty 
io  Council;  and  it  wiJl  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  find  by  your 
Report  that  they  are  satisfactoiy  to  all  parties,  and  can  be 
carried  into  execution  without  dilficulty  or  Discontent. 

I  am  ettc.  Daktmouth. 


MORE  RIOTS. 

Phillip  Nichols  of  Socialborough  ia  the  County  of  Charlotte 
inthe  Province  of  New  Yorkheing  of  Full  age  Deposeth  and  Saith. 

That  he  in  Company  with  his  brother  Purchased  a  Tract  of 
land  in  the  Township  of  Socialborough  some  years  Past,  and  by 
their  Industry  have  cleared  and  Cultivated  such  a  Part  thereof 
as  would  afford  them  a  Comfortable  Maintainance  could  they 
Enjoy  it  Peaceably,  and  the  Deponent  fiu:ther  saith,  as  he  was 
Traveling  the  Eoad  not  Far  from  his  Farm  in  the  month  of  April 
last  Past,  where  he  was  attacked  by  a  man,  one  of  those  that 
call  themselves  the  Mob  and  with  a  Club  that  he  had  in  his  hand 
Beat  the  deponent  very  much  both  with  the  club  and  with  his 
Fist,  soon  afterwards  one  Silvinas  Brown  and  William  Post,  came 
to  the  Deponent  when  he  was  at  Work  in  his  Field  and  Told  the 
Deponent  he  had  no  Business  there  and  that  he  should  not  work 
there  no  more,  and  ordered  the  deponent  to  pul!  down  the  Fences 
he  had  Put  up  with  these  and  sundry  other  threatens  the  Depo- 
nent left  the  Field  and  the  said  Brown  and  Post  went  to  Putting 
down  the  Fences  and  laid  the  Field  waste ;  soon  afterwards  the 
said  Brown,  Post  and  one  Michael  Whitney  Took  Possession  of 
the  Deponants  Farm  and  will  not  suifer  the  Deponant  to  go  on 
it,  being  Deprived  of  Benelit  of  the  law  in  this  Part  of  the 
Country  the  Deponant  ia  obliged  to  Work  by  days  Work  to  Get 
his  Bread  and  Further  Saith  not.  Philip  Nichols. 

Charlotte  County  ss.     Personally  came  before 

me  the  above  Subscriber  Pliillipefirichols  and 

made  solemn  oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above 

Deposition.     Before  Benja.  Spencer  Jus=*  Peace. 

In  Council  April  28  1773.  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Horsmanden 
ordered  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  above  rioters. 
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GOV.  TliYON  TO  LOIiD  DARTMOUTH. 

[Loud.  Doa.  XLIII.] 

New  York  July  1^'  1773. 
My  Lord. 

The  confidence  with  which  your  Lordp  is  pleased  to  honor  ine 
in  your  dispatch  N"  8,  as  it  is  a  proof  of  your  favonrfible  opinion 
calls  for  my  gratitude.  However  difficult  and  delicate  the  (ask, 
I  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to  my  Sovereign,  and  respect  to 
your  Lordp  if  I  did  not  readily  obey  your  commands  by  com- 
municating without  reserve,  my  candid  and  undisguised  senti- 
ments on  so  interesting  a  subject.  This  appears  to  me  the  more 
necessary,  as  your  Lord?  seems  to  be  apprehensive,  with  good 
reason,  that  there  are  facts  and  circumstances  unstated,  the 
knowledge  of  wliich  may  be  found  essential  to  any  plan  for 
reestablishing  the  public  tranquility  to  a  province  unfortunately 
involved  in  disputes  with  several  of  the  neighbouring  govern*'. 

Your  Lord?  Is  already  apprised  that  the  measures  recommended 
by  the  Lords  of  Trade  cannot  be  carried  into  execution  without 
the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  and  you  will  permit  me  frankly 
to  declare  that  I  tiiink,  I  cannot  flatter  myself  with  the  slightest 
hope  of  procuring  the  concurrence  of  the  Assembly  of  this 
Prov=B  in  a  scheme  so  repugnant  to  the  claims  of  persons  who 
from  their  numbers  and  connections  have  a  very  powerful  influ- 
ence in  the  Colony. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  it,  wliich  concerns  the  Land  in 
controversy  between  this  Province  and  the  Massacliusetts  Bay, 
I  foresee  no  great  difficulties  ;  for  the  late  agreement  at  Hartford 
I  believe  will.  If  It  receives  the  Royal  approbation,  happily 
terminate  these  disputes,  whether  they  regard  private  property 
or  public  Jurisdiction. 

Tliere  are  four  Tracts  of  Land  aifected  by  that  Partition,  the 
Manor  of  Renselaerwyck  granted  in  1C85,  the  Manor  of  I^iving- 
ston  In  1686,  the  Patent  of  Hosick  in  1683,  and  the  Patent  of 
Westenliook  in  1708,  and  I  do  not  learn  there  are  any  possessions 
nnder  either  of  tliem  to  the  Eastward  of  the  line  agreed  upon 
by  Commissaries. 
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As  these  Grants  are  very  extensive  and  valuable  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Line  and  charged  with  trifling  rents  and 
reservations,  I  have  no  reason  to  imagine  the  New  York  Patentees 
will  eitiier  set  up  their  claim  in  the  Massachusetfs  CourtSj  or 
seek  for  a  compensation  out  of  auy  other  of  the  waste  lands  that 
belong  to  the  Crown. 

It  is  also  very  improbable  on  the  other  hand,  that  these  N. 
York  proprietors  will  meet  with  any  further  trouble  from  the 
Massachusett's  Claimants,  whose  titles  and  possessions  on  the 
West  side  of  the  line  are  modern,  and  whose  losses  can  be 
abundantly  recompensed  by  the  Govern*  uiidcr  whicli  they 
settled,  out  of  the  vacant  lands  of  Sagadahock  wliich  are  com- 
prehended within  the  Charter. 

In  the  list  of  claimants  under  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  do  not 
reckon  those  whose  lands  were  discovered  to  be  on  the  North 
side,  which  was  adjudged  on  the  settlement  of  the  controversy 
between  that  Prov^ «  &  New  Hampshire  in  1739,  to  be  the  North 
boundary  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  These  compose  the  Town- 
ships of  Brattleborough  and  Putney,  and  that  part  of  Hinsdale, 
which  was  granted  to  Coll :  Howai^d,  the  first  settlers  of  wliich, 
upon  that  determination  all  acquired  new  Patents  under  New 
Hampshire,  esteeming  the  Massachusetfs  title  a  meer  nullity,  and 
those  Patents  to  have  issued  through  mistake.  Besides,  My  Lord, 
as  to  Brattleborough  and  Putney,  they  are  both  confirmed  under 
New  York,  and  so  Hinsdale  might  liave  been,  if  the  occupants, 
either  Irom  an  unwillingness  to  pay  the  quit  rent,  or  a  slight  of 
their  Interest,  had  not  neglected  to  make  themselves  and  their 
case  known  to  this  Govern',  until  a  part  of  theii-  Township  was 
granted  to  Coll :  Howard,  who  brought  over  the  Boyal  order  for 
a  grant  of  Ten  thousand  acres,  and  agreeable  to  tiie  privileges 
given  him  in  the  Mandamus  made  his  Election  of  tiiat  spot. 

To  me  therefore  it  appears  clear,-  that  no  person  can  justly 
avail  himself  of  a  Massachusets  title  out  of  the  line  assigned 
for  its  North  Boundary  in  1739,  and  I  submit  it  therefore  to 
your  Lordp  whether  it  will  not  be  inexpedient  to  excite  appli- 
cations to  the  Crown  for  compensations  ;  and  to  guard  ag" 
frauds,  I  must  observe,  that  as  some  of  the  New  York  Patents 
extend   several  miles  beyond  the  partition  agreed  to  at  Hart- 
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ford,  an  ill  use  may  be  made  of  the  generosity  of  the  Plan  by  a 
concert  between  the  New  York  Patentees,  and  t!ie  Massaclm- 
sett's  Possessors  to  set  np  a  very  extravagant  demand  of 
fifty  acres  for  every  three  timt  are  improved  by  the  latter, 
beyond  the  pai-tition,  and  within  the  letter  of  the ,  New  York 
Patents,  the  Proprietors  of  wliicli  have  made  no  improvenienfs 
there,  as  I  have  akeady  observed,  and  who,  (the  extent  of  their 
Grants  remaining  out  of  controversy  considered  wltli  the  smalj- 
ness  of  the  rents  they  are  chargeable  with)  onght  to  be  content, 
thougli  they  should  receive  no  allowance. 

Eut  the  cliief  objection  that  will  be  raised  against  any  Law 
grounded  upon  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  will 
relate  to  the  second  and  third  articles  of  it,  which  respect  tlie 
disposition  of  the  Country  to  the  Northward  of  the  Massachusett's 
Bay. 

I  presume  that  their  LordPP'  were  not  aware  that  the  curve 
line  they  propose  for  the  western  side  of. that  immense  Tract 
which  is  the  object  of  their  Report,  will  run  to  the  Westward  of 
Lake  Champlain,  before  it  reaches  the  Northern  extent  of  this 
Proyoa  in  tlie  latitude  of  45°  But  tliis.  My  Lord,  will  be  the 
i'act,  for  Iho'  the  course  of  the  River  from  Albany  is  Northerly 
to  about  3  miles  to  the  North  of  Fort  Edward,  yet  it  then  takes 
a  turn  for  several  miles  to  tlie  Southward  of  west,  and  then 
again  a  Northerly  direction  as  far  as  it  lias  been  explored,  many 
miles  to  the  westwai'd  of  the  Lakes  George  and  Champlain, 
And  as  the  River  Connecticut  on  the  other  side,  tends  so  far  to  the 
Eastwai'd  of  the  Nortli  as  at  the  45"'  degree  of  latitude  to  be 
ninety  one  miles  from  Lake  Champlain,  your  Lordp  will  perceive, 
that  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  must  effect  a  great  number 
of  Patents  Granted  under  this  Govern',  and  give  a  preference  to 
the  New  Hampshire  Claims  Jiome  to  the  waters  of  Lake 
Cliamplain,  and  to  lands  three  times  as  far  west  as  the  Curve  line 
would  leave  to  the  iMassacJiusett's  Bay,  where  the  intermediate 
distance  between  such  eurved  line  and  tlie  Connecticut  River, 
does  not  exceed  thirty  miles  ;  the  Rivers  Hudson  and  Connecti- 
cut being  there  not  more  than  fifty  miles  a,part,  and  were  probably 
thought  to  keep  tliat  distance  when  tlie  Lords  of  Trade  first 
conceived  the  idea  of  countenancing  an  extent  of  the  N.  England 

Vol.  IV.  53 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


834  CONTROVERSY    RESPECTING    THE 

claims  to  a  line  so  far  west  as  to  twenty  miles  fiom  Hudson's 
River. 

The  Patents  under  N.  Yoik  within  the  district  distinguislied 
by  the  Report  are  very  numerouse,  and  contain  many  hundred 
thousand  acres.  And  as  they  now  belong  to  an  infinity  of 
persons,  in  and  out  of  theProv*,  &  valuable  considerations  have 
been  paid  by  the  original  proprietors,  never  to  be  recovered 
back  on  account  of  the  changes  which  time  has  made  in  their 
circumstances  &,  situations,  how  is  it  possible,  My  Lord,  to  frame 
any  Law  for  the  distribution  of  justice  to  the  present  claimants  " 
or  what  prospect  is  there  that  such  a  number  of  persons,  of  all 
Ranks,  Civil  and  Military,  can  be  brought  to  submit  to  any 
project  to  diminish  Estates  that  are  held  nnder  the  Royal  Grants — 
tiiat  were  bought  for  large  sums,  and  some  of  which  iiave  been 
improved  &  maintained  at  a  still  greater  espence  1  Indeed,  My 
Lord,  the  task  would  be.a  very  difficult  one,  if  we  had  only  to 
deal  with  the  first  Patentees,  but  it  has  become  unspeakeably 
more  arduous  and  delicate,  as  these  lands  are  now  claimed  by 
creditors  and  bona  fide  purchasers,  under  all  the  iiiodes  of  aliena- 
tion, as  well  as  by  the  original  proprietors  and  their  Heirs. 

And  that  your  LordP.may  more  fully  comprehend  tlie  reasons 
that  induce  me  utterly  to  despair  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
Assembly,  I  beg  leave  .to  particularize  a  few  of  the  many 
obstacles  to  the  proposed  act,  that  rise  to  my  view  ; 

First — Loud  Complaints  will  be  made  of  the  Crown's  reseizing 
of  unimproved  lands  by  those  who  have  had  New  York. Patents 
since  tlie  Royal  decision  in  1764  for'  Tracts  not  before  granted  by 
N.  Hampshire.  Tor  these  Proprietors  will  insist  tliat  no  advan- 
tage can  equitably  be  taken  of  their  unsettled  Parcels,  since  the 
non  improvements  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  violence  k  power 
of  the  general  opposition  of  the  N",  Hampshire  Planters  in  the 
vicinity — and  the  justice  of  their  claims  to  an  exemption  from 
the  forfeiture  seems  to  be  strongly  inforced  by  the  neglect  of 
Government  to  aid  them  in  repelling  this  violence,  which  it  must 
be  confessed,  they  have  repeatedly  implored  as  essential  to  their 
deriving  any  benefit  from  their  grants ;  and 

Secondly;  and  even  as  to  such  of  tlie  New  York  Patentees 
whose  claims  interfere  with  prior  Grants  under  N,  Hampshirej 
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llity  too  indulge  an  unahaken  eoiifldence  in  their  Titles,  and'  are 
encouraged  in  it  by  the  common  suffrage  of  the  Colony— May  I 
not  be  permitted  to  say  more? 

The  two  Provinces  contending  about  this  partition,  it  was 
refei'i-ed  to  the  decision  of  tlie  Ci-own.  The  King  was  pleased  in 
1764  to  declare  the  west  Banks  of  Connecticut  River  to  be  the 
Eastern  Boundary  of  New  York,  and  this  considered  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Grant  of  the  Province  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  1664, 
which  conveyed  to  his  Royal  Highness  all  the  Lands  from  the 
head  of  Connecticut  to  Delaware,  together  with  the  whole;  of  the 
River  Hudson,  which  is  between  them,  what  room  was  there  for 
questioning  the  Bight  of  this  Colony  to  issue  Patents  for  those 
lands'?  And  being  issued,  the  Patentees  will  most  assuredly 
assert  and  maintain  their  Title  in  all  the  Forms  in  which  they 
can  be  justified  by  the  Law  of  that  Land, 

Thirdly;  there  fure  fifteen  Townships  granted  by  New  Hamp- 
sliii-e,  and  which  have  been  confirmed  by  N.  York.  These  pro- 
prietore,  who  above  all  things,  have  avoided  to  give  umbrage  to 
Govern',  or  disturb  the  tranquility  in  both  Provinces,  must 
surely  be  entitled  to  special  indulgencies;  but  thro'  the  troubled 
State  of  the  Country,  great  Part  of  these  Townships  remain  still 
unimproved,  and  their  case  will  be  thought  singularly  hard,  if 
they  are  to  loose  the  unsettled  parcels. 

Fourtlilyj  difficulties  will  also  attend  the  provision  that  is  to 
oe  made  for  the  Offtcers  and  Soldiers,  who  are  the  objects  of  the 
Royal  promise  iu  the  Proclam'"  of  the  T""  Octob'  1763 — I  cannot 
comprehend  in  what  way  the  value  of  their  lands  and  improve 
ments  is  to  be  adjusted  without  expeuce  to  themselves;  nor  by 
what  arguments  they  can  ever  be  persuaded  to  dismiss  their 
claims  until  they  are  actually  vested  with  the  equivalents. 
Besides  many  of  these  Militai-y  Grants  are  now  owned  by  other 
persons  who  have  paid  for  their  possessions  and  will  never  become 
volunteers  in  the  cession  in  the  expectation  of  other  Tracts, 
while  there  is  reason  fo  apprehend,  that  the  residue  of  the  Land 
in  the  district,  out  of  which  they  are  to  be  satisfied,  (free  from 
claims)  is  uot  of  sufficient  value,  its  remoteness  and  quality 
considered  to  compensate  for  the  surrender  of  what  they  hold 
by  their  Paten  ts- 
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Fiftlily ;  liow,  My  Lord,  can  the  State  of  the  possessions,  and 
improvements  which  are  to  remain  to  the  Patentees  be  settled 
by  Inquests  in  so  extensive  a  Woodland  Country  will  not  the 
partial  prejudices  that  prevail  in  the  respective  Provinces  of 
New  York  and  N.  Hampshire  exclude  the  Inhabitants  of  both 
as  Incompetent  Tryers  1  and  by  whom  is  the  expence  to  be 
sustained  1  This  will  be  considerable,  for  disinterested  and  fail- 
Jurors,  must  be  brought  from  distant  places.  I  shall  only  add, 
My  Lord, 

Sixthly  that  scarce  any  measure  can  raise  a  more  general 
discontent  m  this  Colony,  than  a  Law  to  vacate  Patents  for 
nonsettlement — those  of  which  tlie  advantage  might  be  taken 
ate  man} ,  and  the  dread  of  a  precedent  of  this  kind  will  unite 
all  the  Landholders  to  oppose  a  project  so  alarming  to  their 
Interest  I  will  not  presume  to  say,  there  is  no  instance,  in  which 
the  avarice  of  a  Patentee  ought  not  to  expose  him  to  the  forJeiture 
on  the  condition  for  settlement;  But  I  must  nevertheless  observe  to 
your  Lord?  that  some  of  these  patentees,  plead  in  excuse  that  tlieir 
improvements  have  been  obstructed  by  the  Incursions  of  the 
Savages,  or  by  tlie  disputes  with  the  neighboring  Colonies,  and 
that  it  is  the  general  opinion,  that  the  Prove  jg  improved  accord- 
ing to  its  Population,  and  that  the  Burthen  of  tlie  Quit  Rents,  is 
sufficient  spur  to  sales  and  cultivation. 

I  should  be  happy,  My  Lord,  after  sliewing  the  improbability 
of  executing  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  if  I  may 
be  able  to  suggest  any  other  in  its  place  to  answer  their  Lordpp* 
benevolent  designs  of  appeasing  these  animosities,  which  have 
given  so  much  trouble  to  the  administration,  k  daily  afford  new 
ground  for  serious  apprehension. 

In  contemplating  the  state  of  this  Country,  it  is  material  to 
observe ;  that  there  are  one  liundted  and  fourteen  Townships 
of  Six  miles  square  granted  by  New  Hampshire,  besides  tliose 
fifteen  which  liave  been  confirmed  by  New  York  ;  that  the 
Patents  under  tliis  Provo«  to  officers  and  soldiers,  &  others 
included  about  six  hundred  thousand  acres  ;  tliat  many  of  those 
grants  interfere,  and  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ascei'tain  what 
part  of  any  N.  Hampshire  Patent  is  included  in  the  Grants  under 
N.  -York,-  for  as  N.  Hampshire  proceeded  with  preciptancy  and 
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without  previous  Surveys  to  seize  a  priority  of  possession,  and 
thereby  countenance  their  Claim,  there  is  the  utmost  uncertainty 
in  tlie  description  and  bounds  of  these  Grants ;  and  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  they  would  be  found  upon  a  survey  to  inter- 
leck  witheachothejor  spread  beyond  the  breadthof  the  Country 
in  which  they  are  supposed  to  be  contained. 

That  these  Charters,  grant  priviledges  conformable  to  the 
popular  Bias  of  the  New  England  Colonies 

That  the  Eastern  part  of  this  Country,  comprehend  [ed  j  in 
our  New  Counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  pay  a  cheer- 
ful submission  to  this  Govern*  and  that  none  of  the  Inhabitants 
even  on  the  most  westerly  Parts  of  the  Counties  of  Albany  and 
Charlotte,  where  the  New  York  Patents  cliiefly  clash  with  the 
New  Hampshire  grants,  are  desirous  of  a  change  of  Jursdiction 
for  any  other  reason,  than  because  they  conceive  hopes  of  a 
support  of  tlieir  Charters  and  claims  by  the  Juries  and  Courts 
of  Law  in  that  Province. 

Whence  it  results,  and  more  especially  as  the  malady  con- 
sists in  the  double  Grant  of  the  same  lands  to  different  persons 
that  independent  of  the  original  right  of  this  Province  and  the 
Royal  decision  in  1764,  there  are  the  most  cogent  reasons  for 
continuing  under  the  Govern'  of  New  York  and  suffering  the 
doctrine  to  pevail,  that  all  the  grants  within  it  uijder  the  seal  of 
N.  Hampshire  are  void. 

I  feel  therefore  a  very  sensible  pleasure  in  the  reflection  that 
I  need  be  at  no  pains  to  assign  any  reasons  to  your  Lord? 
against  a  Recision  of  the  declaration  of  July  1764,  for  I  collect 
from  your  Lordp's  correspondence  that  His  Majesty  has  no 
intention  at  present  of  changing  the  Jurisdiction. 

Your  Lordp  has  doubtless  adverted  to  the  smallness  of  the 
rent  reserved  to  the  Crown  by  these  numerous  Charters  under 
N.  Hampshire;  and  it  is  my  duty  to  observe,  that  there  is  more 
than  ground  for  mere  conjecture,  that  tli^y  would  under  that 
Govern'vbe  totally  lost.  Issued  as  they  were  without  Surveys, 
and  for  lands  described  without  accuracy,  and  olten  clashing 
with  each  otlier,  a  handle  would  he  made  of  their  uncertainty 
for  the  purpose  of  eluding  tlie  payment  and  performance  of  the 
quit  Rents  and  conditions  by  a  spirit  of  litigation,  which  would 
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be  restless  and  active  in  proportion  to  tlie  number  of  Planters 
in  like  circumstances,  and  tlie  popular  avei^ion  to  all  verdicts  in 
favor  of  the  Crown. 

I  understand  it,  My  Lord,  to  be  a  question  of  Law  between 
tlie  Patentees  of  Iwth  Govern'^  whose  is  tlie  best  titlel  and  that 
they  are  obstinate  in  their  claims  it  must  receive' a  determina- 
tion in  the  Courts  of  Justice.  Certainly,  both  Govern*^  had  not 
authority  to  issue  grants  of  th6  same  Lands, 

If  there  is  no  hope  of  a  decision  from  the  Legislative  author- 
ity, the  only  prospect  of  a  speedy  restoration  of  the  common 
trwic[uility,  must  depend  upon  Govern'^  prevailing  with  one  or 
other  of  the  contending  parties,  to  make  voluntary  cession  of 
their  claims.  For  reasons  to  be  mentioned  in  the  sequel,  I  am 
not  to  expect  that  the  N.  York  grantees  will  come  into  such  a 
measure;  but  I  do  not  despair  that  this  event  may  be  effected 
Dn  the  other  side,  if  the  present  opportunity  is  speedily  embraced. 
I  believe,  My  Lord,  that  the  claimants  under  New  Hampshire 
may  be  induced  to  throw  up  their  Charters  upon  terms- 

The  discontonted  inhabitants  of  Bennington  have  declared 
their  readiness  to  submit  to  the  Royal  opinion  in  this  contro- 
versy upon  an  apprehension,  that  it  must  one  day  come  before 
His  Maj'y  in  a  Court  of  Error.  The  point  they  hold  is,  that 
the  order  of  1764  settled  the  Jurisdiction  only  from  that  time, 
and  that  a  prior  grant  under  N.  Hampshire  is  valid. 

As  these  are  the  most  tenacious  asserters  of  that  Doctrine  aijd 
Claim,  I  cannot  help  wisliing  for  some  new  declaration  of  his 
Maj'y''  mind  upon  this  subject,  for  if  their  title  should  be  deemed 
void,  and  an  immediate  submission  take  place  in  this  quarter  it 
will  doubtless  prevail  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  tiie  con- 
troverted'Territory.  And  even  upon  the  supposition  tliat  tliis 
desii'able  end  should  require  compensations  from  equitable  con- 
siderations, towards  the,  N.  Hampshire  claimants  yet  if  proper 
distinctions  are  attended  to,  it  may  be  effected  witliout  any 
Tragical  consequences  to  the  settlers  as  persons  at  a'  distance 
and  unacquainted  with  their  real  state  and  condition  may  ima- 
gine. 

Iq  prosecuting  the  subject  I  must  first  take  notice  of  the 
disparity  between  tlie  N.  Hampshire  patents  and  those  under 
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Kew  York.  Tlie  solidity  of  the  latter  being  uiicontroverted  in 
this  Colony,  and  especially  those  issued  aiter  the  year  1764;  the 
sales  of  them  commanded  high  prices,  not  to  mention  that  these 
patents  cost  very  considerable  sums  for  the  Surveys  and  Fees; 
whereas  the  suspicious  circumstances  attending  the  N.  Hamp- 
shire Grants  rendered  them  proportionably  cheap,  &  the  purchases 
of  them  were  considered  rather  as  gaming  adventures  than 
certain  and  substantial  acquisitions. 

And  among  these  New  Hampsliire  Grants  we  carefully  distin- 
guish between  such'  as  are  improved,  and  those  which  from  the 
little  value  set  upon  them,  are  not  only  unsettled,  but  their  very 
situation  not  accurately  known,  except  in  their  relation  to  others 
upon  which  they  are  described  to  abutt,  and  as  they  stand  ranged 
upon  a  general  Plan  of  an  unsurveyed  Territory. 

Again,  My  Lord,  with  respect  to  the  Townships  which  have 
the  name  of  being  settled,  even  these  will  upon  examination  be 
found  to  be  but  few,  and  the  improvements  on  such  slight  esti- 
mation, that  compensating  them  for  their  losses  out  of  the  unset- 
tled Townsliips,  or  the  unpatented  -part  of  tlie  Country,  will 
require  no  great  proportion  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown. 

At  all  events,  these  waste  lands  alone  will  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  the  indempnity  of  all  such  of  tlie  N".  Hampshire  Grants, 
as  can  set  up  an  equitable  pretension  to  His  Majesty's  favourable 
notice,  especially  as  the  Crown  can  besides,  ease  the  Grantee  by 
deferring  the  payment  as  well  as  reducing  the  quantum  of  the 
quit  Rents,  and  give  a  still  further  relief  by  commanding  tliat 
the  New  Pa:tents  issue  upon  moderate  Fees  to  the  officers  of  the 
Govern',  and  without  any  to  His  Governor,  if  this  should  be 
thought  reafcnable. 

Your  Lordp  may  rest  assured  that  of  all  the  IN".  Hampshire 
Grants  interfering  Ivith  Patents  under  N.  York,  there  are  none 
considerable  for  their  Improvements,  except  that  part  of  Hinds- 
dale  Which  was  granted  under  the  Koyall  Mandamus  to  Coll. 
Howard,  and  the  Township  of  Bennington  and  one  or  two  more 
in  that  vicinity  ;  &  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  main  difficulty  will 
lay  in  satisfying  the  settlers  in  these  Townsliips,  and  that  Hia 
Majesty's  Grace  to  tlie  other  N.  Hampshire  Grantees  will  be  most 
gratefully  accepted. 
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To  guard  against  any  improper  advantage  that  may  be  taken 
of  his  Majty'3  instructions  in.  favour  of  possessions  and  improve- 
ments, Terms  used  iu  the  Report  of  tlie  Lords  of  Trade,  I  must 
not  omit  mentioning  to  your  Lordp  that  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
America,  they  are  not  restrained  to  Houses,  and  Barns  and  Lands 
inclosed,  and  prepared  for  the  Scythe  and  Plough,  but  applied 
often  to  a  Tract  of  girdled  Trees,  surrounded  by  dry  loose  brush, 
and  a  square  Hutt,  made  of  unhewn  Logs,  and  covered  with  Bark. 

I  am  sensible,  My  Lord,  that  agreeable  to  tliese  Hints,  the 
peace  of  the  Proves  jg  to  be  purchased  at  His  Maj'y'^  expence, 
bu.t  there  seems  to  be  an  inevitable  necessity  for  the  sacrifice. 

If  it  be  thought  to  be  most  eligible  for  His  Maj'y  to  take  the 
work  into  iiis  own  hands,  without  the  Legislative  aid,  which,  I 
fear,  cannot  be  had  in  the  Colonies,  I  hope  yonr  Lordp,  will 
pardon  my  importunity  in  repeating  the  intimation  tliat  its 
success  will  depend  upo'u  the  proper  measures  being  immediately 
prosecuted.  The  parties  concerned,  wlio,  in  the  present  Infant 
State  of  this  controversy,  may  now  listen  to  the  Royal  Voice  and 
overtures,  will  in  a  very  short  time,  look  only  to  the  Law,  for  a 
settlement  of  their  disputes,  and  when  strengthened  by  numbers, 
Impoverished  by  Law  suits  and  animated  by  a  concourse  of 
Banditti,  whose  interest  it  is  to  flock  to  such  troubled  quarters, 
the  Law  itself  will  loose  the  authority,  and  the  whole  Country 
become  a  siiene  of  tlie  wildest  confusion,  equally  destructive  to 
the  felicity  of  the  subject,  and  the  interest  of  tlie  Crown. 

But  tho!  I  conceive  tlie  restoration  of  tiiecommon  tranquility, 
practicable  with  some  liberality  to  the  N.  Hampshire  Grantees, 
yet  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  prompts  me  to  urge  it,  forseeing 
as  I  do,  that  in  the  execution  of  the  trust,  much  must  be  left  to 
His  Maj'y's  servants  in  this  Prov"^,  and  that  the  jealousies  of 
avarice  and  ignorance  of  the  Petitioning  Claimants  will  render 
the  service  neither  desirable  nor  easy. 

Before  I  conclude,  and  for  your  Lordp's  more  ready  compre- 
hension of  my  idea  of  the  State  of  the  Country  in  dispute,  the 
condition  and  situation  of  tlie  Claimants,  and  what  general 
principles  will  best  suit  the  exigency  of  those  affairs,  I  shall  with 
the  utmost  deference  offer  several  propositions  for  your  Lordp'a 
attention,  to  which  I  confess  myself  a  Convert. 
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That  some  more  easterly  line  be  substituted  instead  of  the 
Curve  line  proposed  ;  be  it  a  continuation  of  tlie  line  agreed 
upon  at  Hartford,  or  the  western  boundary  lines  of  the  Counties 
of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  dividing  them  from  Albany 
and  Charlotte  as  established  by  an  Act  of  our  last  Session  either 
of  which  will  reduce  the  object  of  the  Report  from  that  degree 
of  liberality  to  New  Hampshire,  so  alarming  to  the  Proprietors 
under  New  York. 

That  all  the  New  York  patents  within  this  Govern*  be  declared 
valid  whether  they  do  or  not  interfere  with  prior  or  subsequent 
Grants  under  N.  Hampshire. 

That  all  Neiv  Hampshire  Patents  be  declared  void  being  desti- 
tute of  Legal  foundation.  But  that  all  occupants  under  New 
Hampshire  Grants  not  covered  by  New  York  Patents,  may  have 
confirmations  of  their  Possessions  under  the  Great  seal  of  this 
prov^f*  in  such  propositions,  and  upon  sucli  terms  as  his  Majesty 
shall  prescribe. 

That  all  occupants  under  New  Hampshire  Titles,  and  within 
New  York  Patents,  whether  tlie  latter  be  prior  or  subsequent, 
have  such  liberal  equivalents  out  of  the  waste  lands,  and  such 
other  indulgences  by  a  suspension  of  Quit  Rents,  as  His  Majty 
shall  think  equitable,  the  situation  of  these  settlers  being  the 
consideration  of  tlie  greatest  liardsliip  &  difficulty. 

That  all  persons  generally,  who  shall  be  found  to  have  made 
settlements  at  the  time  of  tlie  Roj'al  order  for  terminating  these 
differences  be  considered  as  bona  fide  occupants,  it  being  con- 
ceived to  be  impracticable  to  distinguish  tliem  according  to  the 
different  periods  of  Settling ;  and  that  the  settlers  would  not 
accept  of  such  partial  tho'  perhaps  equitable  distinctions. 

That  a  time  be  limitedfor  all  occupants  to  make  their  appli- 
cations to  Govern',  aftd  in  failure  to  be  excluded. 

That  the  terms  of  the  future  instructions  upon  this  subject  be, 
as  much  as  possible,  absolute,  and  unaccompanied  with  condi- 
tional Clauses,  that  are  dependant  on  the  dilatory  declaration  or 
the  consent  of  the  interested  Parties. 

It  only  remains  to  say,  that  the  more  speedy  the  Royal  deci- 
sion ;  the  more  liberal  the  adopted  principles,  the  greater  the 
Bounty  to  those  New  Hampshire  settlers  who  are  within  the  N. 
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Yorlt  Patents,  and  tlie  more  extensive  tlie  confidence  given  to 
his  Majesty's  servants  of  this  Government,  the  more  readily  will 
the  present  storm  be  dispersed,  and  a  fertile  Country  be  reduced 
t»  a  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  stand  ready  to  make  anj'  experi- 
ment with  the  Assembly  wMch  your  Lordship  shall  be  pleased 
to  point  out.  I  am  to  request  in  the  mean  time  that  your  Lordp 
will  excuse  any  imperfections  in  these  sentiments  as  tliey  pro- 
ceed from  a  sincere  desire  to  give  you  all  tlie  information  in  my 
power  with  that  candour,  which  your  commands  and  the  confi- 
dence you  honour  me  with,  call  for.  The  subject  being  unusually 
delicate  and  Difdcult,  I  have  made  the  proper  en.c[uiries  respect- 
ing it,  but  in  the  use  I  have  made  of  the  information  procured, 
I  have  preserved  tlie  free  exercise  of  my  own  judgment,  and  the 
whole  is  humbly  submitted  to  His  Majesty's  Great  wisdom,  and 
the  sagacity  of  his  ministers. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem 
My  Lord 
four  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant 

Wm  Tryon. 


JAMES  HENDERSON  TO  MR.  MACKINTOSH. 

THE  MOE  DESTROY    COL.  KEIU's  SETTLEMENT   AT  OTTER  CREEK. 

D'  Sir 

We  are  Sorry  To  Acquaint  you  that  Last  niglit  We  Were 
over  Poured  By  more  Than  one  Hundred  men  Then  it  was 
Demanded  That  We  shoud  Emediatly  Turn  out  Which  We  Were 
obliged  To  Doo,  other  Ways  have  all  our  Baggage  Comited  To 
The  flames.  Our  Houses  are  all  Brunt  Doun.  Tiie  Grist  mill  ia 
All  Put  Down,  The  Mill  Stones  Brock  and  Throns  in  To  The 
Creick,  The  Corn  is  all  Dffstroed  By  There  Horses,  and  When  it 
Was  Proposed  That  We  Shou^  Buiid  houses  and  Keep  Possion, 
They  Threatned  To  Bind  some  of  us  To  a  Tree  and  Skin  us 
AJlive,  Therfore  We  think  its  imposable  To  us  To  Live  liear  in 
Peace,  Therefor  as  fast  as  Posable   yon  most  Acquaint   The 
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Colonel  of  the  Contents  and  see  What  Most  Be  Done,  it  is  impos- 
able  that  We  Can  Stay  Long  hear  With  such  Treatment.  This  is 
all  from  your  Htimble  Servant  James  Henderson. 

Oter  Creek  August  12th  1773. 

To  M''  Mackentosli  at  Crowii  Point. 


ESQ.  MUNRO  TO  GOV.  TRYON. 

THE  MOB  AGAIN  BROliF.  LOOSE. 

August  22-!  1773. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

I  have  only  time  to  Inform  you  Excellency  that  the  Mob  has 
broke  loose,  a  messenger  bronglit  me  word  this  minute  that  in 
few  days  the  whole  of  my  property  would  be  burnt  to  ashes, 
few  nights  agoe  all  my  Pot  and  Peai-l  ash  with  20  Barrels  of  Pot 
&  Pearl  Ash  was  burnt  to  ashes,  in  the  night  time  but  how  it 
happened  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  last  night  one  of  the  Mob 
was  taken  by  a  Constable  for  Stealing  a  Horse,  but  the  Mob 
rescued  him  imediately  and  carryed  liim  to  Bennington.  I  pray 
for  myself  and  the  few  Friends  to  Government  liere  for  that 
relief  and  Protection  whicli  an  English  Subject  is  Intitled,  to, 
from  their  rage  &  indignation  of  such  a  Rioutous  Mob,  before 
the  Remains  of  my  Property  is  destroyed,  myself  to  Death  and 
my  helpless  family  to  ruin  and  want,  which  is  the  sincere  prayer 
of  Your  Excellencys  DutfuU  Servant 

to  CO  mil  while 

John  Munro. 

Endorsed  1773  Sep«  20.    Read  in  Council. 


MINUTE  IN  COUNCIL  CALLING  FOR  A  MILITARY  FORCE 

TO   PUT   DOWN   THE   BENNINGTOS  MOB. 

In  Council  31*'  August  1773 
His  Excellency  communicated  to  tlie  Council  the  Petition  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid  late  of  his  Slajeaty's  forty  second 
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or  Royal  Hlgliland  Regiment:  Also  the  Petition  of  Henry  Ert- 
ley,  Godfiied  Brookman  and  Joliannes  Snouse  ivitli  sundry 
affidavits  and  otiier  Papers  relative  to  several  late  Riots  in  the 
County  of  Charlotte,  committed  by  Setli  Warner,  Remember 
Baiter,  one  Allen,  and  other  Persons  unknown,  in  wliieh  they 
destroyed  a  Grist  Mill,  the  property  of  Col  Reid,  bui'nt  the  Houses 
of  his  Tenants,  and  pulled  down  those  of  the  Petitioners  Brook- 
man  and  Snouse,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Otter  Creek,  and  his 
Excellency  requiring  the  Advice  of  the  Board  thereupon. 

The  Council  considering  the  Trequency  and  dangerous  Ten- 
dency of  such  Disorders,  wliich  have  liitherto  proved  beyond 
the  Power  of  the  civil  Magistrates  to  suppress — That  nothing 
less  than  a  Military  Force  in  aid  of  the  civil  authority  can  restrain 
and  put  a  stop  to  tJiese  dai-ing  outrages,  and  that  sucli  assistance 
is  become  absolutely  and  unavoidably  necessary  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  the  LawSj  and  restore  Tranquility  in  that  pai't  of  the 
Country;  are  therefore  unanimously  of  opinion,  and  do  humbly 
advise  his  Excellency,  to  reqiiest  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  to  order  a  sufficient  number  of  Troops  to  occupy 
the  Posts  of  Tionderoga  and  Croivn  Point,  and  the  officers  com- 
manding them  to  give  such  aid  to  tlie  civil  Magistrate,  as  he 
shall,  from  Time  to  Time  require  for  the  preservation  of  tlie 
publick  Peace,  and  the  due  Execution  of  the  Laws. 


GENi'  HALDIMAKD  TO  GOVR  TRYON. 

[lond.  Ddo.  XLin.  1 

New  York  Sept' 1'^  1773. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date, 
with  the  minutes  of  Council  therewith  sent,  on  which  I  beg  to 
make  the  following  observations. 

Tliat  in  the- present  circumstances  of  affairs  in  America,  it 
appears  to  me  of  a  dangerous  tendency  to  employ  regular  Troops, 
where  there  are  Militia.  Laws,  and  where  the  Civil  Magistrate 
can  at  any  time  call  upon  its  trained  Inhabitants  to  aid  and  assist 
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tliem  ill  the  peiformance  of  their  Office,  and  tlie  execution  of 
the  Laws  in  force  against  Rioters,  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
lives  and  properties  of  His  Majesty's  subjects. 

That  the  idea,  that  a  few  lawless  vagabonds,  can  prevail  in 
such  a  Govern'  as  that  of  New  York,  as  to  oblige  its  Gov  to  have 
recourse  to  the  Regular  Troops  to  suppress  them,  appears  to  me 
to  caiTy  with  it  such  reflection  of  weakness  as  I  am  affraid  would 
be  attended  with  bad  consequences,  and  render  the  authority  of 
the  Civil  Magistrate  when  not  supported  by  tho  Troops, 
contemptible  to  the  Inhabitants. 

I  have  further  to  observe  that  Crown  Point,  being  entirely 
destroyed  and*  unprovided  for  the  quartering  of  Troops  and 
Tieouderoga  being  in  a  most  ruinous  state ;  such  Troops  as  might 
be  sent  thither,  would  not  be  able  to  stay  a  suflcient  time  at 
those  posts  to  render  them  of  much  utility. 

If  however  you  persist  in  your  request  and  think  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  send  troops  thither,  I  beg  to  know  the  number  of 
Troops  you  will  think  necessary,  &  when  they  may  be  wanted. 
You  wilt  also  please  to  provide  for  the  expenses  that  may  attend 
tlieir  transportation  ettc  to  these  Posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest 

esteem  and  respect.  Sir—your  ettc  . 

Fked:  HflLDlMAKD. 


ORBEU  IN  COUNCIL  ON  GEN.  HALDIMAND'S  LETTER. 

Ik  Council  September  S'li  1773. 
The  Council  proceeding  to  the  Consideration  of  General 
Haldimands  Letter  of  the  la'  Instant,  observed  that  the  Board 
is  not  unacquainted  with  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
Province,  and  owe  that  Regard  to  the  Dignity  of  the  Civil 
Authority  as  not  to  have  advised  a  Requisition  of  the  aid  of  the 
Military  on  the  riotous  BeJiaviour  of  a  lew  lawless  Vagabonds  : 
That  they  conceive  the  General  would  not  have  adopted  such 
sentiments  of  the  admiiiisti-ation  of  the  Government  had  his 
Excellency  been  informed  of  the  particular  situation  of  that  part 
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of  the  Colony — That  the  Board  is  still  of  the  same  opinion  as  to 
Propriety  of  the  Measure,  but  as  Crown  Point  is  demolish'd, 
that  two  hundred  Men  to  be  at  the  Post  of  Tieonderoga  as  soon 
as  conveaientJy  may  he,  is  a  Force  sufficient  to  afford  the  proper 
assistance  to  the  Civil  Magistrate  for  the  Preservation  of  tlie 
Peace— That  it  cannot  be  determined  how  long  the  Troops  will 
be  wanted,  as  their  Service  will  be  more  or  less  necessary  accord- 
ing to  the  Behaviour  of  the  neighbouring  Inhabitants,  and  the 
Cliange  or  Continuance  of  their  present  dangerous  Disposition, 
and  that  as  to  the  Charge  that  may  attend  the  Transportation  of 
the  Troops  no  Provision-is  made  by  the  Province  out  of  which 
it  can  be  defrayed. 

It  is  Ordered  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  advice 
of  the  Council  that  an  Ordinance  issue  establishing  a  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  a  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to 
be  held  annually  In  the  County  of  Charlotte  at  the  House  of 
Patrick  Smith  Esquire  near  Tort  Edward  on  the  third  Tuesdays 
in  the  months  of  October  &  May. 


AFFIDAVITS 


City  of  JVew  York  ss.  John  Cameron  of  full  age  being  duly 
sworn  deposeth  and  saith  that  about  the  latter  End  of  June  last 
he  and  some  other  Families  from  Scotland  arrived  at  New  York. 
And  a  few  Days  after  their  arrival  did  agree  with  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Reid  to  settle  as  Tenants  on  his  Lands  at  Otter 
Creek  in  Charlotte  County,  That  Colonel  Reid  did  accompany 
them  to  Otter  Creek,  distant  some  Miles  East  fi-om  Crown  Point, 
and  was  at  a  very  considerable  Expence  in  Transporting  them 
and  their  Wives,  Children  and  Buggage  on  so  long  a  Journey 
from  New  York,  That  the  next  Day  after  their  Arrival  at  Otter 
Creek,  the  Deponent  and  others  were  in  Company  with  Colonel 
Reid  viewing  the  land,  and  were  met  by  two  New  England  Men, 
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who  pretended  a  Eight  under  New  Hampshire,  and  wlio  the  De- 
ponent was  toki  liad  settled  about  the  beginning  of  this  Summer 
on  part  of  Colonel  Reid's  Land  which  was  cleai'ed  and  on  which 
Houses  were  built  by  some  of  Colonel  Reid's  former  Tenants, 
who  the  Deponent  was  informed  had  retired  last  yeai'  in  Conse- 
quence of  Threats  and  ill  usage  from  some  of  the  People  claim- 
ing under  New  Hampshire.  That  the  Deponent  saw  a  crop  of 
Indian  Corn,  Wheat  and  Gaa-den  Stuff  on  the  said  cleared  Ground, 
together  with  a  stack  of  Hay,  which  the  said  two  Men  claimed 
as  belonging  to  them,  and  to  a  third  Person  who  did  not  then 
appear.  That  the  Deponent  heard  Colonel  Reid  accuse  the  said 
Persons  of  settling  on  his  Lands  of  whicJi  he  had  the  Possession 
for  some  years  past,  before  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  was  Imown, 
which  he  told  them  was  expressly  contrary  to  an  agreement  which 
was  made  by  some  of  their  own  People  last  year  with  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  of  New  York,  And  the  Deponent  further  heard 
Colonel  Reid  accuse  tiie  said  Persons  of  being  tlie  Cause  of  his 
coming  so  far  a  Journey  to  regain  tlie  Possession  of  his  Land. 
That  the  said  Persons  did  agree  voluntarily  to  remove  from 
Colonel  Reid's  Land,  till  the  King's  Pleasure  should  be  known, 
Provided  Colonel  Reid  would  purchase  tlieir  whole  Crop  then 
on  the  Ground,  that  they  might  not  loose  their  Labour,  which 
Colonel  Reid  consented  to,  and  paid  them  the  full  value  for  it 
accoixlingly,  amounting  as  the  Deponent  was  informed  to 
^£61-16-0  York  Currency,  all  which  Colonel  Reid  made  oyer 
to  his  New  Tenants..  That  tlie  Deponent  also  heai"d  there  was 
a  written  Obligation  entered  into  between  Colonel  Reid  and 
the  said  Persons  that  they  would  not  return  or  give  his 
Tenants  any  Trouble  before  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  should  be 
known  which  both  Parties  agreed  to  abide  by.  That  thereupon 
Colonel  Reid  did  give  peaceable  possession  to  the  Deponent  and 
his  other  Tenants  in  tlie  Presence  of  two  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  Cliarlotte  County,  and  theDeponent  Siad  not  tlie  least  suspicion 
in  Consequence  of  the  fair  and  open  part  which  Colonel  Reid 
acted,  tliat  he  or  Colonel  Reid's  other  Tenants  would  have  been 
disturbed  in  their  Possessions.  That  Colonel  Reid  did  also  Pur- 
chase a  Quantity  of  Provision  and  some  Milch  Cows  for  his 
Tenants  who  have  been  supported  at  his  Expence,  and  did  more 
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for  them  than  they  expected  or  he  engaged  to  do,  Thatnotwith- 
standhig  of  tliis  on  or  about  the  Eleventh  Day  of  August  last 
the  Deponent  beard  that  a  Number  of  Armed  men  from  different 
Parts  of  the  Country  were  coming  to  dispossess  Colonel  Reid's 
Tenants,  That  they  accordingly  went  and  turned  James  Hen- 
derson &,  others  out  of  their  Houses  which  they  set  Tire 
to  and  burnt  to  the  Ground,  that  for  two  Days  together 
they  let  loose  about  Fifty  Horses  which  they  brought  with 
them  in  a  Field  of  Corn  which  Colonel  Reid  had  Purchased, 
and  they  likewise  burnt  a  large  Stack  of  Hay  which  he 
also  Purchased  in  the  same  Manner  from  three  of  their  own 
People  who  had  moved  off.  That  the  Rioters  on  tlie  Day  following 
came  to  the  Deponents  House,  headed  by  Allen  and  Baker  and  a 
third  Person  whose  name  lie  thinks  is  Warner,  whom  he  discoverd 
from  hearing  them  called  Captains  and  named  by  the  Mob.  That 
the  Rioters  then  proceeded  to  destroy  a  new  Grist  Mill  which 
Colonel  Reid  has  lately  built,  and  which  the  Deponent  endeavored 
to  dissuade  them  from,  but  the  said  Baker  in  pai'ticukr  insisted 
that  it  should  be  pulled  down,  and  gave  Orders  Accordingly 
whicli  were  immediately  obeyed,  and  after  they  liad  destroyed 
and  tore  down  the  Mill  tlie  Deponent  saw  them  break  the  Mill 
stones  ill  pieces  which  they  threw  down  a  precipice  into  the 
River,  That  the  Rioters  afterwai'ds  turned  the  Deponents  Wife 
and  two  small  Children  out  of  his  House  which  they  also  burnt 
to  the  Ground,  having  on  thatand  the  preceeding  Day  burnt  five 
Houses,  two  Com  Shades  and  one  Stack  of  Hay,  besides  destroy- 
ing the  Field  of  Com  with  their  Horses  and  pulling  down  the 
Mill.  That  the  Deponent  being  much  incensed  against  themfor 
their  base  Conduct  and  cruel  usage  of  his  Wife  and  helpless 
Children  asked  them  by  what  authority  or  Law  they  committed 
such  Violences  to  which  Eakec  replied  that  they  lived  out  of  the 
Bounds  of  tlie  Law,  and  holding  up  his  Gun  said  tiiat  was  his 
Law.  That  the  Deponent  told  him  with  twenty  Good  Men  he 
would  have  undertaken  to  defend  liis  House  and  Mill  against 
them,  tho'  as  they  informed  liim  they  were  One  Hundred  and 
ten  in  number  The  said  Baker  replied  that  the  Deponent  and 
his  Country  men  were  all  for  the  broad  Sword,  but  that  they 
were  for  Bush  Fighting.     That  the  Deponent  tiien  asked  the  said 
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Baker  if  he  did  not  tliink  the  Governor  and  Council  of  New 
Yorlc  would  take  notice  of  such  Doings,  to  which  the  said  Baker 
replyed  that  he  dispised  every  Thing  they  could  do,  that  their 
People  could  assemble  a  great  Number  of  Men  in  Arms,  and 
that  they  could  live  in  the  Bush,  as  he  Termed  it,  and  were 
resolved  never  to  allow  any  Persons  claiming  under  New  York 
to  settle  in  that  part  of  the  Province,  but  that,  if  the  Deponent 
would  Join  with  them  they  would  give  him  Lands  for  nothing, 
which  he  rejected.  The  Deponent  further  saith  that  during 
the  Time  the  Rioters  were  imployed  in  the  destruction  of  his 
House  and  the  Mill,  which  was  situated  on  the  Crown  Point 
Side  of  the  River  called  Otter  Creek,  he  heard  them  give  Orders 
to  six  of  their  number  with  their  Arms  to  go  and  stand  Centiy 
on  a  rising  Ground  towards  Crown  Point  to  prevent  any 
surprize  from  the  Troops  in  the  Garrison  there,  as  he  believes 
tliey  were  apprehensive  of  a  Visit  from  that  Quarter,  and  that 
as  soon  as  they  had  finished  the  Destruction  of  the  Mill  and 
the  Deponent's  House,  they  retired  in  their  Canoes  hastily  t*> 
the  opposite  side  of  the  River  from  whence  they  came,  That  tlie 
Deponent  was  much  surprized  to  see  among  the  Rioters  Joshua 
Hide  one  of  the  three  men  who  had  entered  into  a  written  obliga- 
tion with  Colonel  Reid  not  to  return  again,  and  to  whom  Colonel 
Held  on  that  account  had  paid  a  sum  of  Money  for  his  Crop. 
Which  said  Joshua  Hide  appeared  very  active  in  advising  the 
Destruction  of  the  Deponents  House  and  of  the  Mill,  and  the 
Deponent  further  Remembers  to  have  heard  Colonel  Rcid  accuse 
the  said  Hide  of  breaking  open  the  Door  of  the  House  of  whioh 
he  had  taken  Possession  about  the  beginning  of  Summer  which 
the  said  Hide  acknowledged.  That  the  Deponent  heard  one  of 
the  Rioters  whose  name  he  thinks  was  Warner  acknowledge  that 
he  and  a  number  of  his  Companions  had  on  that  occasion  come 
a  great  Way  from  home,  that  they  had  been  four  Days  on  the 
Road  ;  and  had  travelled  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles.  That 
the  Deponent  did  remain  about  three  weeks  at  Otter  Creek  after 
the  Rioters  dispersed,  in  hopes  of  hearing  from  Colonel  Reid,  and 
that  the  Government  of  New  York  would  fall  on  some  Method 
of  Protecting  him  and  his  fellow  Settlers  from  any  turther 
violence  from  the  Rioters,  but  that  having  no  House  and  being 
Vol.  it.  54 
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exposed  to  the  night  Air  he  was  unfortunately  seized  with  Fever 
and  Agn?,  and  therefore  obliged  to  retire,  That  some  of  his 
companions  had  gone  before  and  the  rest  were  to  follow,  tliey 
having  received  notice  from  the  Rioters  that  some  of  their 
Number  were  determined  immediately  to  talie  Possession  of  tl\6 
Land  wMeli  had  been  so  cleared  by  Colonel  Reid's  former 
Tenants  notwithstanding  of  tlie  written  Agreement  wiiich 
Colonel  Reid  had  entered  into  nith  the  three  Persons  who  had 
moved  off  from  his  Land,  and  their  obligation  not  to  return 
before  Iiis  Majesty's  Pleasure  should  be  known.  That  the 
Deponent  on  his  Return  from  Otter  Creek  being  much  reduced 
with  the  Fever  and  Ague,  was  obliged  to  stop  at  the  House  of 
an  Elderly  Man  named  Irwin,  who  lives  about  five  Miles  North 
from  Crown  Point  en  tJie  Eastern  Banks  of  Lake  Champlain,  and 
is  one  of  the  Persons  claiming  under  New  ilampsMre,  and  that  at 
the  desire  of  the  said  Irwin  the  Deponent  staid  a  night  at  his 
Hoiisfe.  That  in  tlie  Course  of  Conversation  the  said  Irwin 
inlbrnied  the  Deponent  that  Colonel  Reid  had  a  narrow  Escape, 
and  he  assured  the  Deponent  that  the  said  Baker  witli  eight 
Men  had.lain  in  Wait  for  Colonel  Reid  a  whole  Day  near  the 
Mouth  of  Otter  Creek  with  a  determination  to  fire  upon  and 
murder  him  on  his  Way  back  to  Crown  Point,  together  with  the 
Men  in  the  Boat  with  him,  that  none  might  remain  to  tell  Tales, 
but  that  fortunately  for  Colonel  Reid,  he  had  left  Otter  Creek 
the  Day  before  contraiy  to  the  said  Baker's  Expectation.  That 
the  said  Irwin  disappi-oved  of  such  Bloody  Intentions,  and  said 
that  for  his  paii  if  the  Land  he  was  upon  was  confirmed  to  tlie 
Person  claiming  it  under  New  York,  he  would  either  move  off 
or  be  Willing  to  Purchase  such  Person's  Eight.  And  further 
this  Deponent  saith  not. 

John  Cambon. 
Sworn  at  the  City  of  New  York  this  25'ii 
Day  of  Sept'  1773  Before  me 

Dan  :  Hobsmanden. 


Charlotte  County  ss:  James  Henderson  Settler  under  Col"  Reid, 
deposeth  that  on  Wednesday  the  Eleventh  August  last  past 
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aoout  Midday,  as  lie  and  three  other  Men  of  Col"  Reid's  settler? 
were  at  work  in  the  Meadow  at  their  Hay,  tiiey  were  surprized 
by  about  Twenty  Men  armed  with  Guns,  swords  and  Pistols, 
who  inquired  of  the  Deponent  and  his  Companions  if  Qipy  lived 
in  the  house  some  time  before  occupied  by  Joshua  Hide,  to  which 
they  replyed  no,  that  the  Men  who  belonged  to  that  house  were 
absent  about  Business,  the  Rioters  ,thea  told  the  Deponent  and 
his  Companions  that  they  must  go  along  witli  them  (as  they 
coud  not  understand  the  women)  and  March'd  them  prisoners 
Guarded  before  and  behind  like  Criminals  to  the  house  where 
tliey  Join'd  the  rest  of  the  Mob  in  Number  about  one  liundred 
or  more  men  all  ai'm'd  as  before,  and  who,  as  the  Deponent  was 
told  by  the  women  had  let  there  horses  loose  among  tlie  corn 
and  wheat  which  Colo  Reid  had  bought  for  the  use  of  the  Depo- 
nent &  the  rest  of  his  settlers  by  which  means  great  part  of  both 
were  Destroy'd,  the  Mob  desired  the  things  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  House  otherwise  they  wou'd  be  Immediately  committed  to 
the  flames,  as  they  were  Determined  to  set  fire  to  tlie  house 
without  toss  of  time,  which  they  did  accordingly;  then  tlie  Ring- 
leader (or  Captain)  of  the  Mob  whose  name  the  Deponent  after- 
wai'ds  learnt  to  be  Ethan  Allen  order'd  part  of  his  gang  to 
accompany  the  Deponent  to  his  own  house  (formerly  built  and 
occupied  by  Capt"  Gray)  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  same  fate 
with  the  other  the  Deponent  and  his  Wife  earnestly  requested 
the  Mob  to  spare  their  house  for  a  few  days  in  order  to  save 
tlieir  Effects  and  protect  their  Children  from  the  Inclemency  of 
tiie  weather,  till  they  cou'd  haye  an  opportunity  of  removing 
tliemselves  to  some  safe  place,  but  Captain  Allen  comeing  up 
from  the  fore  mentioned  house,  told  them  that  his  Business 
requir'd  haste  for  he  and  his  gang  were  Determin'd  not  to  leave 
a  house  belonging  to  Colo  Re^d  standing.  And  accordingly  in 
a  most  Riotous  &  Routous  manner  sett  fire  to  the  Deponents 
house  and  intirely  Conguni'd  the  same,  the  Deponent  then  took 
out  his  Memorandum  Book  and  Desired  to  know  their  Ring- 
leader (op  Captain)  name  to  which  tlie  Deponent  was  answered 
by  the  Capt"  Who  gave  you  authority  to  ask  for  my  name  he  the 
Deponent  reply'd  that  as  he  took  him  to  be  the  Ringleader  of 
the  mob,  and  as  he  had  in  such  a  Riotous  and  ui^awfull  manner 
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Mm  he  had  a  Right  to  ask  his  name,  that  he  might 
represent  liim  to  Col"  Reid,  who  Lad  put  Jiim  tlie  Deponent  ia 
peaceable  Possession  of  the  premises  as  his  Just  property,  to 
which  Allen  answer'd  that  he  wish'd  they  had  Catch'd  Col"  Reid 
that  they  woud  whip  him  severely,  that  his  name  was  Ethak 
Allen  Captain  of  that  Mob  and  his  authority  was  his  ai'ms  point- 
ing to  his  Gun,  that  he  and  his  Companions  were  a  LawIeSs  Mob, 
there  Law  being  Moh  Law,  the  Deponent  replyed  that  the  Law 
was  made  for  Lawless  and  Riotous  People,  and  that  he  must 
know  it  was  Death  by  the  Law  to  Ringleaders  of  Riotous  &  Law- 
less Mobs,  to  which  Allen  answer'd  that  he  had  run  these  woods 
in  the  same  manner  these  seven  years  past  and  never  was 
Catch'd  yet,  and  told  the  Deponent  that  if  any  of  Col^  Reids 
settlers  offer'd  hereafter  to  Build  any  house  &  keep  Possession, 
the  Green  Mountain  boys  as  they  call  themselves  woud  burn 
their  houses  and  whip  them  to  the  Bargain,  the  mob  then  sett 
off  to  the  house  formerly  built  and  occupied  by  Lewis  Stewai't 
woh  they  consumed  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  done  the 
others,  and  remained  that  night  about  Leonards  house.  Next 
morning  about  seven  o'clock  the  Twelfth  August  the  Deponent 
went  to  Leonards  House  to  see  what  further  mischief  the  Mob 
were  going  to  do,  they  were  all  drawn  up  Consulting  about 
Destroying  the  Miln,  those  who  were  for  Destroying  the  Miln 
were  order'd  to  follow  Capt  Allen  in  the  mean  time  Baker  and 
his  gang  came  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  Creek  and  fired  their 
guns,  tliey  were  Immediately  brought  over,  and  while  they  were 
taking  some  refreshment  Allen  and  his  party  marched  to  the  Miln, 
hut  did  not  break  any  part  of  it  till  Baker  Joind  him,  in  which 
in  a  Riotous  &  Routous  manner  botli  Mobs  Join'd  in  one  by  tiieir 
own  Account  one  liundred  &  fifty  in  number  with  axes,  Crow 
Bars,  handspiks  &  tliey  Tore  the  mill  to  pieces,  broke  the  Mill 
Stone  and  threw  them  in-  the  Creek,  the  Deponent  observed 
Raker  come  out  of  the  Miln  with  the  Bolt  Cloth  in  his  liand, 
and  drawing  his  sword  cut  tlie  Cloth  to  pieces  and  distributed  it 
among  the  Mob,  to  wear  in  their  Hatts  as  Cockades  as  Trophys 
of  their  Victory,  on  the  Deponents  telling  Baker  that  he  was 
about  verry  disagreeable  work:  Baker  answerd  that  it  was  so 
but  he  had  a  Commission  for  so  doing,  and  shew'd  the  Deponent 
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where  his  Thumb  had  been  cut  off  wii  he  call'd  his  Commission; 
the  Deponent  Concludes  with  deposing  in  General  that  the 
Mobs  Burnt  k  destroyed  six  houses,  destroy'd  the  Miln  and 
broke  the  Miln  stones  &  destroy'd  great  part  of  their  Wlieat  & 
Corn  and  Hay  in  a  Riotous  &  Mobbish  manner  and  further 
saith  aot. 

James  Hendekson. 
Sworn  before  me  the  28"'  September  1773. 

Lachlan  Mackintosh,  Justice  Peace. 


New  York  Charlott  County  ss.  Angds  McBean  settler  under 
Colo  Reid  deposeth  upon  oath  that  between  Seven  &  Eight 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Thursday  the  IS'h  August  last  he  met 
part  of  the  New  England  Mob  about  Leonards  house  lie  sup- 
poses to  the  number  of  sixty  men  or  thereabout  arm'd  with 
Guns  swords  &  Pistols,  that  one  of  them  ask'd  the  Deponent  if 
he  was  one  of  Colo  Reid's  new  settlers,  being  answer'd  in  the 
affirmative,  the  same  person  asked  him  what  he  intended  to  do, 
to  which  the  Deponent  answer'd  that  he  intended  to  build 
liimself  a  house  and  keep  Possession  of  the  Land,  he  was  then 
ask'd  if  he  meant  to  keep  Possession  for  Col"  Reid  to  w"ii  he 
answered  Yes  as  long  as  he  coud,  soon  after  their  Chief  Leader 
whose  name  the  Deponent  has  learnt  to  be  Etlian  Allen  came  and 
ask'd  liim  if  he  was  the  man  that  said  he  woud  keep  Possession 
for  Col"  Reid,  being  answer'd  in  the  affirmative,  Captain  Allen 
Danm'd  liis  soul  but  he  woud  have  him  he  Deponent  tyed  to  a 
tree  and  skin'd  alive  if  ever  he  attempted  such  a  thing  ;  and 
tliat  lie  &.  several  of  the  Mob  said  that  if  they  cou'd  but  catch 
Col"  Reid  they  woud  cut  his  head  off,  and  further  tliat  Joshua 
Hide  one  of  three  persons  of  whom  Col^  Reid  purchas'd  the 
Ci'op  in  his  hearing  advised  the  Rioters  to  burn  or  Tear  down 
Donald  Mcintosh  &  John  Buvdans  Houses  as  they  had  botli  been 
Assisting  Col"  Reid  that  soon  after  the  Deponent  heard  several 
Guns  fir'd  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  Creek,  that  some  of  the  mob 
said  that  was  Captain  Baker  and  his  Party  coming  to  see  the 
sport,  and  soon  after  Baker  and  his  party  join'd  the  Mob,  and 
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then  all  went  to  tear  down  the  Grist  Miln  and  the  Deponent 
is  of  oppiiiion  that  Remember  Baker  waS  among  the  first  that 
Entered  the  Mihi,  &  further  sSith  not. 

Angus  McBean. 
Sivorn  before  this  28""  of  September  1773 

Lachlan  Mackintosh,  J.  Peace. 


LIEUT.  BENZEL  TO  GOV.  TRTON. 
Sh- 

The  25'h  Last,  one  John  Beaders,  come  with  'compliiintp, 
before  me,  that  He  has  ben  the  Second  Time,  moat  inhumanly 
beaten,  by  a  man,  Unknown  to  Him,  by  name ;  first  with  a  large 
Hickory-Stick,  and  afterwards,  {begging  His  life,)  with  Birch 
Eosds,  on  his  bare  back — a  certificate  of  this  unmerciful  beha- 
Tiour,  we  agin,  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency. 

At  a  distance,  where,  as  He  say's  Several  persons  ;  and  as  He 
s«pposes.  New  England  or  Hampshire  claimants ;  of  which 
only,  He  can  Sweax  to  the  presence  of  Captain  Backers  and 
Capt"  Aliens,  (as  they  Stiled  tliemselfe)  some  intelligence,  has 
made  them  very  audacious  I  therefore  with  greatest  respect,  and 
humility,  beg's  the  protection,  for  my  Famille,  and  my  Neigh- 
bors j  (old  Reduced,  and  dishanded  soldiers;)  The  Blessings 
then,  will  be,  on  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  and  His  Representa- 
tive with  wich,  I,  and  all  my  Loyal  neighbors,  are,  and  beg's 
leave  To  continue.  Sir, 

Your  Excellencys  most  faithful 

and  most  Obedient  Serv' 
Crown  Point  (  Adolphus  Benzf.l.  ' 

September  27"'  1773.  ( 

To  His  Excellffl\cy  Govern'  William  Tiyon,  &." 

1  Aeolfhus  BENzEr.j  son  of  Archbishop  EIric  Benzel,  of  Upanl  in  Sweden,  camo  to 
Amarioa  in  the  fall  of  1749 ;  settled  at  Wilmington,  Del ;  in  tho  beginning  of  the  follow- 
mg  jeat  where  he  mnrried  in  the  fore  "part  of  1762.  He  oMtaihed  a  CommiBsion  In  the 
Bc:6etsiC6inHoy.  lT55,aB(lwBanppomted  Lleutenftnt  in  the  2d  Bat.  Ist  Reg.  of  Foot 
on  2d  Jun'y  1767,  in  which  eorps  he  served  in  AmerLoa,  He  left  the  arrnj  in  1770, 
(Army  tisls  1753-1771,}  and  having  been  appointed  Inapeotor  of  H.  M.  Woods,  FoK^a 
Sam  unappcopdated  Lands  Oa  L.  Champlain  and  in  Canada,  on  the  reconunendation,  it  is 
Si^d,  of  Sir  Henrj  Moore,  Lord Dunmore  and  the  Swedish  Amiaiaador  at  London.  Tlie 
•alary  attoched  to  this  oHIcb  was  £S00  stg.  per  an.  hesides  trayelling  expences,  a»d  as 
man;  Deputies  as  lie  oboae  at  5s.  per  diem. — En. 


MBiGooi^le 
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Crown  Point  ST""  September  1773 
This  is  to  certify  tbat  John  Beaders  has  been  Examined  by 
me,  and  that  he  has  been  most  unhnmanly  beaten'd  by  aome  of 
the  New  Hamshire  Rioters. 

Thos.  Sparham  Surgeon. 


MNUTES  OF  COUNCIL  RESPECTING  GARRISONING 
TICONDEKOGA. 

In  Council  September  29"^  1773. 

His  Excellency"  communicated  to  the  Board  a  Letter  from 
General  Haldimand  of  the  ll")  Instant,  acquainting  his  Excel- 
lency that  since  his  Requisition  that  two  hundred  of  the  Kings 
Troops  should  be  Stationed  at  Grown  Point  and  Tieonderoga,  he 
had  inquired  particularly  into  the  State  of  the  Buildings  at  those 
Places,  and  finds  that  they  cant  give  cover  in  Winter  to  more 
than  fifty  Men,  but  as  he  wishes  to  shew  the  greatest  readiness 
In  complying  with  his  Requisition,  and  take  every  Measure  he 
may  advise  for  suppressing  Riots  and  keeping  the  Peace  of  the 
Province  ;  he  proposes  {if  liis  Excellency  thinks  it  will  be  of 
consequence  so  late  in  the  season)  to  order  two  hundred  Men  to 
Crown  Point  and  Tieonderoga,  to  remain  till  the  1^*  of  November, 
when  the  Season  will  make  it  necessary  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  them  to  seek  shelter  and  retire  to  Winter  Quarters. 

And  his  Excellency  requiring  the  advice  of  tlie  Board  on  the 
General's  Letter. 

The  Council  were  of  opinion  that  the  Season  is  too  far 
advanced  for  the  Troops  to  be  of  any  essential  Service ;  and  that 
as  there  are  Quarters  only  for  fifty  Men  during  the  Winter,  the 
aid  required  is  necessarily  postponed. 
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LORD  DARTMOUTH  TO  GOV«  TETON. 

[Lond-Doo.  XHIL] 

Whiteliall  October  14«>  1773. 
^• 

The  inclosed  extract  of  my  letter  of  this  day's  date  to  General 
Haldibaiid  will  inform  you  that  the  King  does  not  think  fit  that 
His  Maj'j's  Troops  should  be  drawn  out  in  aid  of  the  Civil  power 
in  the  Colonies,  unless  in  cases  of  absolute  and  unavoidable 
Hecessity  ;  and  that  your  requisition  in  consequence  of  the  advice 
of  your  Council  is  not  under  al!  the  circumstances  of  it  approved 
by  his  Majesty.  I  am  etlc 

Dartmouth. 


APPLICATION  .FOR  AN  ARMED  FORCE 

TO  PROTECT  THE    SETTLERS   OF  DURHAM  FROM  THE  BENS) 

To  His  Excellency  "William   Tryon  Esquire  Captain 
General  and  Governor  in  Cliief  in  and  over  the 
Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America  Ohanceilor  and  Yice  Admiral  of 
the  Same. 
The  Petition  of  Benjamin  Hough  and  many  other  of  his 
Majesty's  Snbjects  inhabiting  the  County  of  Oliarlotte 
and   the   North   Eastern  District  of  the   County   of 
Albany. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  Petitioners  are  ikithful  Subjects  of  bis  Majesty  and 
have  alwaj's  Demeaned  themselve  dutifully  towai^ds  Govern- 
ment. 

That  without  the  least  Provocation  on  their  Part,  they  are 
involved  in  the  greatest  Danger  and  Distress,  from  the  violence 
of  a  riotous  set  of  men  distinguished  by  t!ie  Name  of  the  Ben- 
nington Mob,  and  who  in  defiance  of  the  Dictates  of  Justice  and 
Compassion,  daily  perpetuate  the  most  flagrant  Acts  of  Cruelty 
Outrage  and  oppression  against  all  who  submit  to  the  Authority 
or  hold  under  the  Title  of  the  Government  of  New  York.  That 
they  often  Assemble  in  great  Numbers  and  travelling  armed 
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from  Place  to  Place  Spread  Terror  and  Desolation  in  that  Coun- 
try, iiisulting  and  beating  the  Persons,  burning  and  demolishing 
the  Houses  aud  Destroying  the  property  of  all  who  are  so 
unhappy  as  to  become  the  objects  of  their  Fury. 

That  so  great  are  their  Licentiousness  and  Presumption,  that 
contented  with  the  Lands  which  they  are  suifered  to  possess  and 
the  unimprorad  Part  of  the  Country  wliicli  they  daily  seize  and 
dispose  of  without  Molestation,  they  have  formed  the  inhuman 
Eesolution  to  strip  every  Inhabitant  of  his  property  who  restrain- 
ed by  a  sense  of  Duty  will  not  engage  in  their  Excesses. 

That  by  the  most  insolent  Menaces,  they  have  intimidated 
Several  of  the  Magistrates  appointed  by  this  Government  for 
that  District  from  Qualifying  on  their  Commissions  ;  and  against 
the  few  who  had  Resolution  to  disregard  their  Threats,  they 
denounced  Destruction.  Two  they  seized  and  brought  to  an. 
ignominious  Trial  before  Judges  appointed  by  their  own  Author- 
ity, avowedly  for  accepting  their  Offices  when  they  were  forbid- 
den by  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mob.  Their  Houses  they  sentenced  to 
be  burned  or  demolished  and  compelleil  them  to  renounce  their 
Commissions  and  engage  that  they  would  no  longer  execute  the 
Duties  of  their  Stations.  The  Coroner  of  the  County  they  also 
attempted  to  seize,  and  because  refusing  to  submit  to  their  Tri- 
bunal he  made  his  Escape,  tliey  sentenced  liis  House  to  be 
burned  to  the  Ground,  which  was  vigorously  executed  in  open 
day ;  and  not  contented  with  this  Kevenge  they  hunted  after 
and  pursued  him,  openly  proclaiming  that  if  he  should  be  dis- 
covered they  would  shoot  him  without  Mercy.  Tliat  they  have 
forwarned  the  TJndersheriif  of  the  County,  from  executing  any 
Process  within  what  they  mil  their  District,  on  pain  of  Severe 
Chastisement ;  and  have  insulted  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Highways  appointed  by  Law,  declaring  that  they  will  not  submit 
to  any  of  their  Regulations  but  will  oppose  all  their  Acts  and 
Proceedings  by  Force  of  Arms.  With  the  same  flagitious  spirit 
they  have  interposed  in  Disputes  respecting  private  contracts  ; 
Rescued  several  Prisoners  for  Debt  and  in  one  Instance  threaten- 
ed to  beat  the  Plaintiff  and  to  Demolish  liis  House,  unless  he 
acquiesced,  fined  the  Constable  for  executing  the  Process,  and 
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compelled  him  to  engage  that  he  would  never  serve  as  an  Officer 
of  Justiee  under  the  autliority  of  New  York. 

That  at  the  Time  of  their  late  Irruption  into  Diu^ham,  they 
openly  avowed  that  in  their  next  Visit  they  would  reduce  every 
House  to  Ashes  and  leave  every  Inhabitant  a  Corpse. 

Tliat  several  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Durham  and  other  To\ttis, 
after  having  been  cruelly  whipped  and  mal-treated  have  been 
compelled  to  abandon  their  Property  and  consult  their  Safety  by 
Flight 

That  the  Civil  authority  in  that  part  of  the  Country  terrified 
and  obstructed  by  the  most  insolent  outrages,  is  altogether 
Silenced,  neither  Magistrates  nor  inferiour  Officers  being  able  to 
Officiate  in  their  respective  Stations  either  in  the  Protection  of 
the  Persons  or  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Debts  of  the  Injured. 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  Durham  and  many  otliei-s  holding 
under  this  province,  have  at  considerable  «spenee  purchased 
Titles  under  the  New  Hampshire  Charters  to  the  Lands  they 
possess,  in  hopes  thereby  of  enjoying  in  Peace  the  Fruits  of  their 
Labour,  but  find  tliemselves  totally  disappointed,  the  Rioters 
insisting  that  they  shall  tiecome  of  their  Number,  conform  to  their 
Kegulations,  and  act  as  tliey  do  in  open  defiance  of  aU  Law  and 
Government. 

Tliat  under  these  Circumstances  they  are  reduced  to  the  hard 
Necessity  of  associating  with  the  Rioters,  or  of  abandoning  their 
Settlements,  and  unwilling  to  embrace  the  former  must  be  forced 
to  submit  to  the  latter  and  fly  the  Country,  though  to  the  utter 
Ruin  of  themselves  and  their  Families ;  unless  supported  by 
the  Aid  and  Protection  of  Government, 

Tliat  tlie  principal  actor's  in  these  Violences  are  Remember 
Baker,  Ethan  Allen,  Setli  Warner,  Robert  Cockren,  Silvanus 
Brown,  Jolm  Smitli  and  Peleg  Sunderland.  That  they  are  en- 
couraged and  excited  to  the  Perpetration  of  these  daring  offences, 
by  men  who  do  not  openly  appear,  but  are  chosen  by  the  rest  as 
Councilors  and  Advisors  of  all  their  Measures,  and  among  whom 
the  Petitioner  is  well  inform'd  are  Stephen  Fay,  Jedediah  Dury, 
Samuel  Safford  and  James  Brakenridge. 

Thus  from  the  Temper  of  these. disorderly  People  your  Peti- 
tioner is  persuaded  they  are  only  to  be  restrained  by  Force,  but 
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as  your  Petitioner  in  imploring  tlie  Assistance  of  Government 
has  no  otlier  view  than  liis  own  and  the  Security  of  the  other 
Sufferers,  against  future  Insults  unconnected  with  any  Contest 
respecting  the  Property  of  tlie  Soil,  he  liumbly  conceives  a  very 
small  Body  of  Men  will  effectually  answer  this  purpose  j  And 
the  Facts  asserted  by  your  Petitioner  being  proved  by  his  own 
and  the  Depositions  of  Benjamin  Spencer,  Jacob  Marsh,  Nathan 
Rice,  Anna  Button,  and  others  that  have  been  presented  to  your 
Excellency. 

Tour  Petitioner  therefoi-e  most  humbly  beseeches  your  Excel- 
lency to  take  the  Promisses  into  Consideration,  and  to  Grant  such 
Relief  to  the  distressed  Sellers  under  this  Province,  as  your 
Excellency  in  your  great  Wisdom  shall  judge  expedient  in  their 
present  truely  deplorable  Situation. 

And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray  &c 

Benjamin  Hough 
for  liimself  and  the  rest  of  the  Petitioners. 
New  York  2^  February  177-1. 

(Endorsed)  1774  March  iiSii  Read  in  Council  and  ordered 
that  his  Excellency  transmit  a  Copy  thereoi 
together  with  the  depositions  referred  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 


THE  BENNINGTON  MOB  ERECT  THEIR  JUDGMENT  SEAT. 

FOBTHER   PARTICULARS   OF   THEIR   EXCESSES. 

Charlotte  County  ss:  Benjamin  Spencer  of  the  Township  of 
Durham  in  Charlotte  County  Esq'  one  of  his  Majesty's,  Justices 
to  keep  the  Peace  in  the  said  County  assigned  being  duelyaworn 
on  the  holy  Evangelists  deposeth  and  saith  That  in  the  night  of 
Saturday  the  Twentieth  Day  of  November  last  past  he  the  depo- 
nent was  alarmed  with  the  Noise  of  People  breaking  into  his 
House,  and  the  outward  door  of  his  house  being  broken  and 
beat  down  with  an  ax  Remember  Baker  and  Ethan  Allen  rushed 
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into  the  Room  where  the  deponent  with  his  wife  &  some  others 
of  his  Family  were  in  Bed.  Tliat  Ethan  Allen  with  some  curses 
ordered  the  Deponent  to  rise  and  go  with  them  and  told  the 
deponent  that  he  had  been  a  damned  old  offender  and  the  Town- 
ship of  Durham  a  Hornets  Nest  in  their  way  and  tliey  vfcre  now 
determined  to  put  an  End  to  it  by  making  them  concede  to  take 
and  hold  their  Lands  under  New  Hampshire  and  submit  to  the 
Rules  of  their  Mobb,  or  by  destroying  their  property  and  mailing 
them'  quit  the  Country.  That  the  Deponent  not  being  able  to 
dress  himself  as  quickly  as  the  said  Baker  and  Allen  thought 
necessary  the  said  Ethan  Allen  struck  the  deponent  a  severe 
Blow  on  the  Head  with  a  Gun.  That  in  the  mean  Time  several 
other  Men  armed  with  Guns  had  rushed  into  the  Room  and  many 
others  of  them  had  their  Guns  put  in  and  pointed  thro'  the  win- 
dows whilst  the  Deponent  was  puting  on  his  Cloathes.  That  the 
said  Remember  Baker  and  Ethan  Allen  with  their  associates  then 
hurried  away  the  deponent  about  two  miles  over  a  Hill  to  the 
House  of  Thomas  Green  in  Kelso  where  they  put  him  under  the 
Guard  of  four  njen  with  loaded  Guns.  That  they  detained  the 
deponent  there  at  the  House  of  the  said  Green  under  a  Guard 
until  the  next  Monday  Morning  following,  with  frequent  Threats, 
and  many  insults  by  the  most  opprobrious  Language.  That  the 
Deponent  was  then  taken  by  the  armed  Mobb,  and  under  the 
particular  Guard  of  some  of  tliem  from  time  to  time  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  to  the  House  of  Joseph  Smith  of  Dnrliam  In- 
keeper  where  they  had  concluded  to  hold  tlieir  Court.  Tliat  they 
afterwards  determined  to  hold  their  Court  near  the  Deponents 
House  that  they  might  more  conveniently  destroy  it,  and  with 
the  deponent  guarded  by  Ai'med  men  at  each  side  they  went  to 
the  deponents  House  That  their  force  by  that  Time  collected 
amounted  to  between  one  Hundred  and  Thirty  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Men  as  the  deponent  believes  all  Armed  with  Guns, 
That  soon  afterwards  Remember  Baker,  principall,  erected  what 
they  called  the  Judgment  Seat  and  Ethan  Allen  having  made  a 
Harangue  to  the  Mobb,  the  said  Ethan  Allen  and  Seth  Warner, 
Remember  Baker  and  Robert  Cockran  took  their  Seats  as  Judges, 
&  tlie  Deponent  behig  ordered  by  them  to  stand  before  them 
uncovered  was  by  them  accused  in  Substance  as  follows;  first 
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that  he  had  made  application  to  the  Government  of  New  York 
to  obtain  a  Grant  or  Title  to  his  Lands  and  had  induced  Other 
persons  to  Join  with  him  in  such  applications;  and  secondly 
tbathe  had  consented  to  and  acted  in  pursuance  of  a  Cornmission  of 
the  Peace  issued  under  the  Great  Seal  &  Government  of  New 
York  contrary  to  tkiir  Orders  and  Rules;  and  thirdly  that  he 
tlie  deponent  had  formerly  granted  or  issued  a  warrant  against 
one  of  their  party  for  a  Trespass  with  which  he  was  charged; 
and  fourthly  for  using  hia  Influence  with  and  inducing  the 
people  to  pay  respect  and  obedience  to  the  Government  and 
Laws  of  the  Colony  or  Province  of  New  York  with  some  other 
Charges  of  the  like  kind.  That  the  said  Remember  Baker  and 
many  of  his  Bystandiug  adherents  insisted  on  giving  the  depo- 
nent Corporal punishmentand having hitn  whipped, That  as  they 
would  not  all  agree  to  that  they  spared  the  Deponent  of  Corporal 
punishment,  but  as  they  found  the  deponent  had  not  purchased 
a  New  Hampshire  Title  to  his  Land  they  adjudged  his  house  to 
be  a  nuisance  and  that  it  should  be  burned.  That  they  accord- 
ingly set  the  Roof  of  tlie  deponents  dwelling  House  on  Fire  in 
two  different  places  and  soon  after  broke  and  took  the  lioof 
entirely  off  of  the  said  House  with  great  Shouting  of  Joy  and  much 
noise  and  Tumult.  That  they  charged  the  deponent  not  to  act 
as  a  Magistrate  or  do  any  thing  against  their  Interest  on  pain 
of  the  severest  punishment.  That  the  said  Ethan  Allen  and 
Remember  Baket  told  the  deponent  that  if  he  disliked  their 
proceedings  he  might  seek  Redress  in  any  Manner  he  saw  fit ; 
that  he  might  take  their  Metliods  if  he  saw  fit,  or  apply  to  Gov- 
ernment if  he  tho't  fit :  That  they  damned  the  Government, 
said  they  valued  not  the  Government  nor  even  the  Kingdom  ; 
That  force  was  force  in  wliatever  Hands,  &  that  they  had  force 
and  power  suflicient  to  protect  themselves- against  either.  That 
on  the  next  day  the  deponent  saw  the  House  of  Simpson  Jenny 
on  fire  was  going  towards  the  House ;  that  there  appeared  to  be 
about  Twenty  men  armed  at  &  about  tlie  House.  That  when 
the  deponent  was  within  fifteen  or  Twenty  Rods  of  the  House 
one  Grant  who  is  called  a  Sergeant  of  the  Mobb  presented  a  Gun 
at  the  deponent  and  order'd  him  not  to  advance  a  step  farther. 
And  the  deponent  further  saith  that  the  first  Setlers  on  the 
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Township  of  Durham  were  setled  under  a  Title  t 
Title  derived  under  John  Henry  Lydius  That  the  Inhabitants 
finding  they  had  no  title  to  their  Estates  applyed  for  his  Majes- 
tys  Grant  or  Letters  patent  for  the  said  Township  under  the 
Colony  of  New  York  which  they  favourably  obtained  about  Two 
years  ago.  That  the  first  setlers  setled  &  began  their  Improve- 
ments near  six  years  ago,  and  that  no  Settlement  or  Improvenient 
was  ever  made  in  the  said  Township  under  colour  of  a  New 
Hampshire  Grant  untill  a  few  weeks  ago  to  the  knowledge  or 
belief  of  tlie.  deponent, 

Benj"  Spencer 
Sworn  this  sixth  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1773,  Before  me 

John  McKesson  Not^  Pub'. 


Charlotte  County  ss  ;  Jacob  Marsh  of  Charlotte  County  Esq' 
one  of  His  Majestys  Justices  to  keep  the  peace  in  said  County 
assigned  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  deposeth  and 
saith  That  on  Thursday  the  Twenty  Fifth  day  of  November  last 
past  as  he  the  deponent  was  on  a  Journey  returning  from  the  City 
of  New  York  to  his  place  of  abode  in  Socialborongh  in  the  said 
Oonnty  of  Charlotte  he  was  met  by  one  Philip  Perry  near  the 
House  of  Abel  Hawley  in  Arlington.  That  the  said  Philip  Perry 
had  a  Gnu  which  he  Ijeld  up  and  cocked  and  ordered  the  depo- 
nent to  stand  &.  not  go  farther  and  threatened  to  shoot  the  depo- 
nent if  he  went  farther.  That  the  said  Philip  Periy  then  called 
to  Ills  associates  who  were  in  the  House  of  tlie  said  Abel  Hawley 
and  told  them  that  he  liad  taken  a  prisoner.  That  a  Number 
of  Men  came  out  of  tlie  said  House  and  ordered  the  deponent 
into  the  said  House  That  the  Deponent  believes  that  tlie 
Number  of  IVIen  theie  assembled  were  upwards  of  Thirty.  That 
many  of  the  persons  tbeie  assembled  alledged  tliat  they  had 
heavy  crimes  to  ailedge  against  the  deponent  and  that  Setli 
Warner  and  Remember  Baker  (wlio  are  Captains  of  the  Mobb) 
appointed  three  persons  to  sit  as  Judges  and  try  the  Deponent. 
That  they  appointed  Samuel  Tubbs  Nathaniel  SjjeD-Qer  and  the 
said  Pliiiip  Perry  to  be  the  deponents  Judges.    That  when  the 
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said  Judges  were  appointed  they  went  into  a  Koom  by  themselves 
and  being  placed  on  a  Bencii  the  Deponent. 'was  brought  before 
them  under  a  Guard  of  armed  Men.  That  Seth  Warner  then 
accused  the  Deponent  with  having  purcliased  Lands  uader  Title 
derived  by  and  under  his  Majesty's  Grants  under  the  Great  Seal 
and  Jurisdiction  of  this  Colony  of  New  York,  and  of  Discouraging 
Settlei'S  from  setling  in  the  said  Colony  or  Province  under  Titles 
derived  by  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  and  farther  accused  the 
Deponent  witli  liaving  accepted  the  Commission  of  a  Justice  of 
the  peace  in  tlie  said  County  of  Charlotte  and  of  having  quali- 
fyed  and  acf«d  as  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  pursuance  tliereof. 
That  Rememl>er  Baker  then  charged  tlie  deponent  with  the  same 
offences  as  he  called  them  and  farther  charged  the  deponent  with 
having  reproved  lilm  for  Damning  the  Governor  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  its  Government  and  Laws  and  thretening  to  proceed 
as  a  Magistrate  against  him  the  said  Baker  for  swearing  and 
Blasphemy.  That  tlie  said  Baker  farther  alledged  that  the 
Deponent  should  be  adjudged  by  the  said  Judges  to  be  wliipped 
fcr  having  acted  in  his  office  as  a  Magistrate  after  he  had 
been  forewarned  and  forbidden  so  to  do  by  him  the-  said  Remem- 
]>er  Baiter.  That  lie  the  Deponent  was  then  ordered  to  make 
his  Defence  which  wlien  he  liad  done  he  was  removed  from 
before  tlie  said  persons  appointed  Judges  and  kept  under  a 
Guard  uiitill  lie  was  called  to  hear  Judgment.  That  the  deponent 
was  then  charged  and  directed  by  the  Judgment  of  the  said 
Judges,  which  was  in  writing  and  read  to  liim  by  the  said  Seth 
Warner,  in  their  presence  and  by  tlieir  order,  to  tlie  following 
Effect  "  Not  to  encourage  any  Settlements  by  persons  settling 
under  the  Titles  derived  under  the  Government  of  New  York 
but  to  discourage  sucli  settlements  ;  not  to  discourage  any  per- 
sons Settling  under  Titles  derived  from  grants  made  by  the 
Government  of  New  Hampsliire,  and  not  to  act  as  a  Justice  of 
flie  peace  by  virtue  of  any  Commission, under  the  Government 
of  New  York  upon,  tlie  pain  of  having  his  house  burned  and 
reduced  to  ashes  and  his  person  punished  at  their  pleasure." 
That  the  said  Judges  and  their  Mobb  associates  then  consented 
to  dismiss  tlie  Deponent,  and  gave  him  a  certificate  a  true  Copy 
wliereof  is  in  the  word  and  figures  following  viz'. 
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Arlington  Hosr  25tli  A  D  1773  These  may  Seitify  that  Jacob  Marsh  haith  ben 
Esseammed,  and  had  on  fare  Trial.  So  that  our  mob  shall  not  medea]  farther 
witli  bim  as  long  as  he  behaves  Sartifled  by  ua  his  Judges  to  vzt. 

SAWr.  Tnna 
Teste  Nathahi,  Spbnoer 

Ot.  Setk  Waknek  Pmui?  Perri 

That  the  said  Remember  Baker  who  had  frequently  insisted 
to  have  the  Deponent  adjudged  to  be  whipped  when  the  Depo- 
nent was  dismissed  threatened  him  and  cursed  him  &  promised 
to  punish  him  the  Deponent  if  he  should  ever  meet  him  &  have 
an  opportimity.  That  wlien  he  the  Deponent  arrived  at  liis  own 
house  he  found  tliat  the  same  Mobb  or  Company  had  been  to  his 
House  in  his  absence  and  talien  of  the  Roof  of  his  House,  and 
that  he  the  deponent  was  informed  and  verily  believes  that  only 
the  Interposition  of  some  of  his  Friends  prevented  them  from 
burning  the  Roof  of  the  House  after  it  was  taken  oif ;  That  they 
destroyed  several  Bushels  of  Corn,  split  a  number  of  Boards, 
and  did  him  some  other  Damages.  That  he  the  deponent  has 
been  informed  that  John  Smith  and  Peleg  Sunderland  (both  of 
Socialborough)  were  the  Captains  or  Leaders  of  the  Mobb  who 
had  been  at  his  house  and  Benjamin  Cooley  and  one  Silvanus 
Brown  their  Lieutenants  or  nest  in  Command  &  mischief  and 
that  the  company  then  with  them  amounted  to  forty  or  fifty 
armed  men.  And  the  deponent  further  saith  that  he  verily 
believes  that  if  he  should  act  in  his  office  of  a  Justice  of  the  peace 
in  the  said  county  of  Charlotte  that  his  Effects  and  property 
would  be  destroyed  by  the  said  Mobb  or  some  of  them  as  far  as 
would  be  in  their  power ;  and  that  his  Life  would  be  in  danger 
and  farther  the  Deponent  saith  not.  Jacob  Mamh. 

Sworn  this  sixth  day  of  December- 
1773.     Before  me 

John  McKesson  Not'  Pub^ 


Charlotte  County  ss:  NATHANRicEof  the  Township  of  Durham 
in  Charlotte  County  Farmer  being  duly  Sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  deposeth  and  Saith,  that  he  was  present  on  Monday 
the  Twenty  Second  day  of  November  last  past  when  Ethan 
Allen  Remember  Baker,  Seth  Warner  and  Robert  Cochran  (under 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


the  Security  of  armed  Mobb)  erected  their  Jtidgraent  Seat  in 
Durham  aforesaid  and  adjudged  that  the  dwelUng  House  of 
Benjamin  Spencer  there  ahovild  be  burned.  Tiiat  the  said 
Remember  Riker  was  the  first  of  the  Mobb  that  got  to  the  House 
and  attempted  to  pull  off  some  of  the  Boards,  and  the  first  person 
that  did  set  the  said  House  on  lire,  tho'  it  was  afterwards  set  on 
fire  by  others  of  the  said  mobb  in  another  part. 

Nathan  Eice. 
Sworn  this  sixth  day  of  December 
1773.    Before  me 

John  McKesson. 
(Endorsed)     1774,  Jan''  11.     Read  in  Council. 


Charlotte  County  ss:  Benjamin  Houoh  of  Charlotte  County 
being  duely  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  deposeth  and  saith 
that  he  is  a  Eesldent  and  Inhabitant  in  the  Tract  or  Township 
called  Socialborough  in  the  said  Comity.  That  in  the  niglit  of 
Saturday  the  Twcntietli  day  of  November  last  past  the  Deponent 
was  informed  that  a  Company  of  Men  distinguished  by  the  Name 
of  the  Mob  were  come  into  Diu-ham  and  had  seized  Benjamin 
Spencer  Esquire  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  tlie  peace  in  the 
said  County  and  had  him  under  Guard  as  a  prisoner.  That  the 
Deponent  with  Two  Neighbors  came  to  Durham,  arm'd;  and 
found  tlie  said  Benjamin  Spencer  at  tlie  House  of  Thomas  Green 
in  Kelso  under  a  Guard  of  Men  armed.  Tliat  when  the  depo- 
nent came  to  the  House  Where  tlie  said  Benjamin  Spencer  was 
.  detained  it  was  early  in  tlie  Morning  on  the  Sabbath — That  the 
Deponent  found  there  Ethan  Alien  as  Captain  or  Leader  of  the 
Mobb;  &  tliat  Remember  Baker  another  of  the  Captains  of  the 
Mobb  with  some  of  the  Mobb  with  liim  arm'd  soon  came  in  there 
from  a  house  in  the  Neighborhood  That  he  the  deponent  entered 
into  Convei-sation  with  the  said  Etiian  Allen  to  know  the  causes 
or  reasons  of  their  Conduct;  Tliat  Allen  used  many  Cai'ses  and 
Imprecations  on  the  people  of  the  province  of  New  Yoi'k  by 
the  Name  of  Yorkers,  and  said  the  day  of  Judgment  was  come 
Vol.  it.  55 
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when  every  man  should  be  ■ru<]ged  according  to  liis  works,  vith 
much  other  Language  of  that  kindj  and  told  the  deponent  that 
the  people  of  Durham  frequently  liad  warning  enough;  That 
if  lliey  ever  had  come  to  Durliam  again  they  would  Lay- 
all  Durham  in  Ashes  and  leave  every  person  in  it  a  Corpse. 
That  finally  both  the  said  Allen  &Eaker  assigned  as  the  reasons 
of  tlieir  conduct  that  the  people  of  Durham  had  submitted  to 
the  Laws  and  Government  of .  New  York  which  they  would 
not  permit  or  sufler  them  to  continue  to  do,  Tliat  they  both 
declared  they  would  whip  the  said  Benjamin  Spencer  Esq'  and 
burn  his  House,  That  the  said  Remember  Baker  told  the  Depo- 
nent they  would  whip  Spencer  and  burn  his  House  and  they  the 
people  of  Durham  would  go  to  Yoi'k  and  Complain  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council ;  and  they  might  go  to  York  and  Complain 
and  be  damned  for  that  the  Governor  would  not  help  them — 
That  the  deponent  left  the  said  Benjamin  Spencer  Esquire  in 
Custody  of  the  said  Mobb  which  consisted  of  Twenty-sis  men 
armed ;  and,  that  the  said  Mohb  by  Order  of  the  said  Baker 
and  Allen  took  into  their  Custody  and  detained  Amos  Marsh 
who  went  there  with  him  the  deponent.  That  on  Monday  the 
Twenty-second  day  of  November  aforesaid  the  Deponent  return- 
ed to  Dui-ham  to  see  what  was  become  of  the  said  Spencer  and 
as  he  came  near  to  Spencers  House  saw  a  large  Number  of  Men 
Armed  amounting  in  Number  to  about  One  Hundred  and  thirty 
men  as  the  deponent  believes  besides  a  number  of  Spectators 
who  were  not  armed.  Tliat  as  the  Deponent  with  tliree  other 
persons  were  approaching  to  the  Mobb  he  was  met  by  the  said 
Baker  and  by  Peleg  Sunderland  and  Asa  Jolmson,  and  the  said 
Baker  beat  one  of  the  persons  who  came  with  the  Deponent 
several  Blows  with  a  pole  and  insisted  that  the  Deponent  should 
call  together  all  the  people  of  Durham  to  their  Judgm.ent  seat — 
That  on  some  Conversation  with  Seth  Warner  about  tlieir  pi-o- 
ceedings  Warner  said  such  affairs  as  were  got  into  the  Mobb, 
must  be  determined  by  tjie  Mobb  for  they  could  not  be  got  out 
of  the  Mobb. — That  soon  afterwards  Remember  Baker  erected 
a  seat  which  they  called  a  Judgment  seal  and  Ethan  Allen  then 
made  a  Harangue  and  declared  that  the  proprietors  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants  had  appointed  himself,  Seth  Warner,  Kemem- 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


KEW   HAJirSIIIKE   GHANTS.  867 


l-er  Baker  and  Robert  Cockran,  to  inspect  and  set  thiugs  in  Order 
[■elating  to,  and  see  tliat  there  sIio«l<l  be  no  intruders  on  the 
Kew  Hanipsliire  Grants,  That  the  said  Etlian  Allen,  Seth  War- 
ner, Remember  Baker  and  Robert  Cochran  then  took  their  seats 
on  the  said  Judgment  seat  and  ordered  tlie  said  Benjamin  Spen- 
cer Esq'  to  stand  before  them,  to  take  off  his  Hatt  and  liear 
accusations  against  him.  That  Etlian  Allen  then  charged  and 
accused  the  suid  Benjamin  Spencer  Esquire  with  the  following 
matters  in  Effect,  to  wit,  with  cndliog  with  the  Land  Jobbers 
of  New  York  to  prevent  the  claimants  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Riglits  from  holding  the  Lauds  they  claimed  ;  and  with  issuing 
a  Warrant  as  a  Justice  of  the  peace  contrary  to  their  Orders ; 
and  Remember  Baker  charged  him  with  having  accepted  a  Com- 
mission as  Magistrate  in  the  Colony  of  .New  York  and  of  having 
acted  as  a  Magistrate  in  pursuance  thereof  contrary  to  their 
Orders ;  and  of  havijig  represented  flieir  bad  Condnct  in  a  Letter 
by  him  wrote  and  sent  to  New  York ;  and  of  having  conveyed 
a  piece  of  Land  by  Title  derived  under  a  Grant  obtained  in  the 
Colony  of  New  York ;  and  with  endeavouring  to  seduce  and 
inveigle  the  people  to  be  Subject  to  the  Laws  and  Government 
of  the  Colony  of  New  York.  That  the  Deponent  departed  to  a 
high  piece  of  Ground  at  some  distance  &  soon  after  saw  the  said 
Mobb  set  fire  to-the  Roof  of  the  said  Benjamin  Spencei-s  House 
in  tivo  different  places  and  they  then  broke  &  took  oif  the  Roof 
from  the  said  House  with  great  shouting  singing  and  noise. 
That  on  Tuesday  the  twenty-third  day  of  November  aforesaid 
the  deponent  saw  the  dwelling  Hoase  of  Simpson  Jenny  of  tlie 
said  Township  of  Durham  on  6re  and  entirely  consumed  ;  and 
that  a  number  of  Men  armed  with  Guns  were  at  the  said  House 
whilst  it  was  burning :  And  that  he  the  deponent  has  been 
credibly  informed  that  the  said  Mobb  lias  threatened  to  burn 
the  Houses  of  Sundry  other  persons  in  Durham  aforesaid,  and  to 
whip  the  Owners  of  the  said  Houses.  That  he  the  Deponent 
has  this  day  seen  some  persons  measuring  improved  Lands  in 
the  said  Township  of  Durham,  and  was  credibly  informed  that 
they  %vere  persons  in  Connection  with  the  said  Mobb,  and  that 
they  were  layuig  out  the  said  Lands  on  New  ILimpshire  Rights: 
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That  said  Lands  are  held  and  possessed  and  the  Improvements 
thereon  made  by  the  possessors  under  Titles  derived  from  his 
Majesty  by  virtue  of  Letters  patent  obtained  under  the  Colony 
of  New  York  and  farther  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

Eenjamim  Hough. 
Sworn  this  sixth  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1773.     Before  me 

JoHM  McKessok  Rot=  Pub''. 


Charlotte  Comity  ss:  Akka  Button  the  wife  of  Charles  Button 
of  Durham  in  the  said  County  Farmer  being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  deposeth  and  saitli,  That  in  the  Night  of  the 
Twentieth  of  November  last  about  Eleven  of  the  Clock  a  party 
of  men  armed  with  Guns  came  to  the  House  of  the  Deponents 
said  Husband  who  was  then  abroad.  That  they  broke  or  split 
down  tlie  outward  door  of  tlie  said  House  and  also  the  door  of 
the  Room  where  the  Deponent  was  in  Bed.  Tiiat  the  door  of 
the  Room  they  broke  open  and  into  Pieces  with  an  Ax.  Tliat 
abont  Seven  of  the  said  armed  Mobb  came  into  the  Room  where 
the  Deponent  lay,  and  with  many  curses  insisted  on  knowing 
where  her  said  Husband  was,  and  swore  they  would  find  him 
and  have  him  either  Dead  or  alive  if  he  was  on  the  face  of  God's 
Earth.  That  on  the  deponents  endeavouring  to  represent  to 
thera  tlieir  bad  Conduct  some  of  tliem  said  and  threatned  that 
if  she  did  not  hold  her  peace  they  would  lay  tlie  House  in  Aslies 
before  tliey  went  away;  and  one  of  them  Threatned  it  should  be 
all  in  Ashes  either  before  the  then  Morrow  night  or  before 
Monday  night.  Tliat  they  searched  the  House  with  Fire  bi-ands 
in  their  hands  and  with  parts  of  the  doors  of  tlie  Room  which 
they  carried  about  burning  for  Tapers.  Thaton  t!ie  next  Monday 
tlie  deponent  saw  Ebeuezer  Allen,  George  Patterson  &  three  or 
four  other  pei'sons  who  liad  been  with  them  in  the  Saturday 
night  before  at  breaking  iuto  the  said  House,  That  the  said 
Ebenezer  Allen  acknowledged  to  her  that  it  was  himself  who 
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had  on  tlie  Satui'day  night  preceediiig  tlireatned  to  burn  her 
husbands  House  and  that  it  was  George  patterson  who  broke 
down  the  Doors  witlx  an  Ax. 

Anna  Button. 
Sworn  the  Eighth  Day  of  Decem- 
ber 1773    Before  me 

John  McKesson  Not  Pub» 
(Endorsed)    Read  in  Council  Jan  U'"  1774. 


IIEPOKT  TO  THE  N.  Y.  ASSEMBLY  ON  THE  OUTRAGES  OF 
THE  BEiNNLNGTOK  MOB— 4th  Feb.  1774. 

M'  Bnish  (inbehalf  of  M''  Clinton,  Cliairraan)  from  the  Grand 
Committee  of  Grievances  reported,  that  he  was  directed  by  the 
said  Committee  to  malie  tlie  following  Report  to  the  HousBj  to 
wit 

That  the  said  Committee  tailing  into  consideration  the  Peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  Hough,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  many  of  hla 
Majesty's  Subjects  inhabiting  the  County  of  Cbiu-lotte,  and  the 
North  Eastern  District  of  tlie  County  of  Albany,  complaining  of 
many  Acts  of  Outrage  Cruelty  and  Oppression,  committed  against 
their  Persons  and  properties,  by  t!ie  Bennington  Mob,  and  the 
Dangers  and  Injuries  to  which  they  are  daily  exposed;  and  im- 
ploring that  this  House  will  take  them  under  their  protection, 
and  secure  them  against  future  Violence.  And  the  said  Com- 
mittee having  also  duly  considered,  the  several  Proofs  and  Depo- 
sitions presented  in  support  of  the  Trutii  of  the  said  Petition,  do 
thereupon  Resolve. 

1*1. That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  there  at  present 
prevails  in  part  of  the  County  Charlotte,  and  in  the  North  East- 
ern District  of  tlie  County  of  Albany  a  dangerans  and  destructive 
Spirit  of  Riot  and  Licentiousness;  subversive  of  all  order  and 
good  Government,  and  that  it  is  become  an  iutollerable  Grievancfl 
which  requires  immediate  Redress 

2''  Resolved  Tliat  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  many 
atrocious  Acts  of  Outrage  Cruelty  and  Oppression,  have  beea 
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there  perpetrated  hy  a  Number  of  Lawless  Persons  calling  tlieiif- 
selves  the  Bennington  Mob;  who  have  seized  insulted,  and  terri- 
fied several  of  the  Magistrates  and  other  Civil  Ofilceis  so  tliat 
they  dare  not  execute  their  respective  Functions,  rescued  Pri- 
soners for  Debt;  assumed  to  tliemselires  Military  Commands,  and 
Judicial  Powers;  burned  and  demolished  the  Houses  and  property 
and  beat  and  abused  the  persons  of  many  of  liis  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, expelled  them  from  their  possessions,  and  put  a  period  to 
the  Administration  of  Justice,  and  spread  Terror  and  Destruc- 
tion throughout  that  part  of  the  Country  whicli  is  exposed  to 
their  oppression. 

3^  Resolved  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  That  the 
Complainants  before  the  House,  and  others  wlio, inhabit  that 
part  of  the  Colony,  and  from  respect  to  Government  will  not 
countenance  and  be  concerned  in  the  said  Riotous  proceedings 
are  exposed  from  the  violence  of  the  Rioters  to  imminent  danger 
both  in  their  persons  and  properties,  and  that  they  stand  in  need 
of  immediate  puotection  and  succour, 

4*1'  Resolved,  Tiiat  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  Ethan 
Allen,  Seth  Warner,  Remember  Barker,  Robert  Cochran,  Peleg 
Sunderland,  Sylvanus  Brown,  James  Brackenridge,  and  John 
Smith,  are  principal  Ringleaders  of,  and  actors  in  the  Riots  and 
Disturbances  aforesaid,  and  that  it  is  therefore  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  that  an  Humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  desiring  that  he  will  be  pleased  to 
issue  a  Proclamation  offering  a  Reward  of  fifty  Pounds  for  appre- 
hending and  securing  in  his  Majesty's  Goal  in  Albany,  eacii  or 
either  of  the  Persons  above  named,  and  commanding  the  Magis- 
trates and  other  Civil  officers  of  tlie  Counties  of  Albany  and 
Charlotte  to  be  active  and  Vigilant  in  suppressing  the  said  Riots, 
and  preserving  the  Public  Peace  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for 
bringing  to  Justice  tlie  Perpetrators  and  Authors  of  the  said 
Riols. 

Which  Report  he  read  in  his  Place,  and  aftcnvards  delivered 
H  in  at  the  Table  where  the  said  Resolutions  were  severally  read 
a  second  Time. 

EesoSved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in 
the  said  Resolutions. 
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Ordered  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  tlie  last  Reso- 
Sution,  and  that  M"'  Brush  and  Colonel  Ten  Broeck  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered  That  Cap'  De  Lancey  &  M''  Walton  wait  on  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  foregoing  Address  and  Reso- 
lutions of  this  House. 


PEOCLMATION  FOU  THE  AUREST  OF  ETHAN  ALLEN  AND 
IHL  uniEK  LEADt-iib  OF  THE  BENNINGTON  MOB. 


Ey  His  Excellency  William,  Tryon 
Esquue  Gaptaine  General  and  Governor 
m  Chief  in  and  over  the  province  of  New 
Yoik  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America  Chancellor  and  Vice 
iDu  )I  of  the  same. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  many  acts  of  ouirage  cruelty  an  oppression  have  been 
committed  against  the  Pei-sons  and  properties  of  di^'ers  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  inhabiting  the  County  of  charlotte  and  the 
■Northeastern  District  of  tlie  County  of  Albany,  by  certain 
Persons  distinguished  and  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Eennihgton 
Mob  ;  and  upon  complaint  thereof  made  to  tlie  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  province  and  a  due  consideration  of  the  several  Proofs 
and  Depositions  presented  in  support  of  the  said  Complaint,  the 
General  Assembly  did  on  the  fourth  Day  of  February  Instant 
come  to  the  following  Resolutions.  'TAof  there  at  present  pre- 
vails in  part  of  tlie  County  of  Charlotte  and  in  tlie  Northeastern 
District  of  the  County  of  Albany  a  dangerous  and  destructive 
spirit  of  Riot  and  Licentiousness  subversive  of  all  Order  and 
good  Government  and  that  it  is  become  an  intolerable  Grievance 
which  requires  immediate  Redress, — That  many  atrocious  Acts 
of  Outrage  Cruelty  and  oppression  have  been  there  perpetrated 
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by  a  number  of  lawless  Persons  calling  themselves  the  Bennington 
Mob,  who  have  seized  insulted  and  terrified  several  of  the 
Magistrates  and  othcf  Civil  officer,  so  that  they  dare  not  execute 
their  respective  Functions  ;  rescued  Prisoners  for  Debt ;  assumed 
to  themselves  Militai'y  comm^ds  and  judicial  powers;  burned 
and  demolished  the  Houses  and  Property,  and  beat  and  abused 
the  Persons  of  many  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  expelled  them 
from  their  Possessions ;  and  put  a  period  to  the  Administration 
of  Justice  ;  and  spread  Terror  and  Destruction  throngliout  that 
part  of  the  Country  which  is  exposed  to  their  oppression  and 
did  further  Resolve  That  it  appears  that  Ethan  Allen,  Seth 
Warner,  Remember  Balier,  Eohiert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland, 
Sylvanus  Brown,  James  Brakinridge  and  John  Smith  ai-e  principal 
Ringleaders  of  and  Actors  in  the  Riots  and  Disturbances  afore- 
said. And  thereupon  the  said  General  Assembly  have  presented 
an  Address  to  me  to  issue  a  proclamation  offering  a  Reward  of 
one  liundred  Pounds  for  apprehending  each  of  them  the  said 
Ethan  Allen  and  Remember  Baker,  and  the  sum  of  Fifty  Pounds 
for  apprehending  and  securing  any  or  either  of  tlie  other  persons 
above  named  in  his  Majesty's  Goal  in  Albany  j  and  commanding 
the  Magistrates -and  other  Civil  Oifieers  of  Ihe  County  of  Albany 
and  Charlotte  to  be  active  and  vigilant  in  suppressing  tlie  said 
Riots  and  preserving  the  public  Peace  and  good  Order  as  well  as 
for  bringing  to  Justice  the  perpetrators  and  Authors  of  tlie  said 
Riots. 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
Couricil  to  issue  this  Proclamation  hereby  strictly  enjoining  and 
commanding  all  Magistrates  Justices  of  the  Peace  Sherifs  and 
other  Civil  Officers  of  the  Counties  of  Albany  and  Cliarlotte  to 
apprehend  and  take  tiie  before  named  Ethan  Allen  late  of 
Bennington  in  the  County  of  Albany  j'eoman  Setli  Warner  late 
of  the  same  place  yeoman.  Remember  Eaker  late  of  Arlington 
in  the  said  county  yeoman  ;  Robert  Coclu'en  late  of  Rupert  in 
the  County  of  Charlotte  yeoman,  Peleg  Sunderland  late  of 
Socialborough  In  the  said  County  yeoman  ;  Silvanus  Brown  late 
of  the  same  place,  yeoman  ;  James  Brakenridge  late  of  Wallums- 
cliaick  in  the  County  of  Albany  yeoman  and  John  Smith  late  of 
Socialborough  in  the  said  Cotmty  of  Chai'lotte  yeoman  and  them 
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and  every  of  tbem  to  commit  to  safe  and  secure  custody  in  tbe 
Goal  of  the  city  &  county  of  Albany  to  answer  for  their  several 
offences  and  to  be  dealt  witli  according  to  Law.  And  I  do  hereby 
in  his  Majesty's  Name  promise  the  several  Rewards  aforesaid  that 
is  to  say  the  snm  of  one  liundred  pounds  for  apprehending  each 
of  them  the  said  Ethan  Allen  and  Remember  Baker,  and  the  sum 
of  fifty  pounds  for  appreliending  each  and  every  of  them  the 
said  Seth  Warner,  Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland,  Silvanus 
Brown,  James  Brakinridge  and  John  Smith  to  be  paid  to  tlie 
Person  or  Persons  who  shall  take  and  secure  the  said  offenders 
that  they  may  be  pi-oceeded  against  as  tlie  Law  directs.  And  all 
magistrates  and  other  civil  officers  of  the  Counties  of  Albany  and 
Charlotte,  are  hereby  required  to  be  active  and  vigilant  in 
preserving  the  public  Peace,  and  suppressing  aU  future  Riots  and 
Bisonlers  of  the  like  dangerous  Tendency- 
Given  under  my  Hand-  and  Seal  at  Arms  in  the  City  of  New 
Yorli:  the  nJntli  Day  of  Marcli  1 774  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the 
Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  tlie  third  by  the  Grace  of 
God  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King  Defender  of  the 
Faith  and  so  forth. 

God  Save  the  King. 


AMOS  CHAMBERLilN  BEFOUE  THE  JUDGMENT  SEAT 

OF   THE    BENNIHGTOB    MOB. 

Cityof  New  Yorli  ss  :  Amos  Chamcerlain  late  of  the  Township 
of  Norwich  in  the  County  of  Gloucester  being  duly  sworn  on 
the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almiglity  God,  deposeth  and  Saith,  that 
he  the  Deponent  formerly  purchased  a  Number  of  Rights  or 
Shares  of  land  under  a  Charter  of  New  Hampshire,  which  Land 
is  Situated  upon  Otter  Creek  in  tlie  County  of  Charlotte.  That 
the  Deponent  in  the  Montli  of  May  last  went  into  tliat  Part  of 
the  Colony  to  enquire  after  liis  Lands  &  took  up  his  Lodgings  at 
the  dwelling  house  of  Roger  Stevens  Jun''  in  Socialborough  in 
tlie  said  County  of  Charlotte.     That  while  the  Deponent  lodged 
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there,  for  some  days  lie  paid  liis  Diet,  and  Lodging  daily.  Tliat 
the  said  Stevens  told  liim  the  Deponent  it  was  troublesome  to 
receive  liis  Payments  so  frequently,  and  that  it  would  be  better 
that  he  should  settle  with  him,  when  he  finally  left  his  house,  or 
Words  to  that  Eifect.  That  tlie  Deponent  some  dajs  thereafter 
having  some  bnslness  at  the  Township  of  Durham  about  ten 
miles  from  the  said  Steven's,  toki  some  of  the  said  Steven's 
Family  that  he  should  go  tliither  and  return  the  next  Day.  That 
the  Deponent  accordingly  set  out  for  Duriiam  &  the  same  Even- 
ing being  about  the  Sixth  of  May  last,  tliree  men  (to  witt)  Joseph 
Waite,  one  Lymen,  &  Joshua  Wiggins  came  to  the  house  of  one 
Asa  Johnson  in  which  he  lodged  in  Socialborough  aforesaid  in 
the  Night  Time,  &  took  him  Prisoner,  and  charged  him  with 
coming  oif  in  Debt  to  the  said  Stevens.  Tliat  the  Deponent  told 
them  that  he  intended, to  return  to  Steven's  the  nest  day,  as  the 
Truth  was,  &  that  they  had  no  Law,  or  authority  to  arrest  or 
make  him  a  Prisoner  for  wliicU  tliey  answered  that  if  tliey  had 
not  Law  or  Authority,  they  had  strenght.  That  tlie  Deponent 
then  offered  to  pay  them  the  money;  which  he  owed  Stevens, 
being  nine  shillings ;  but  they  refused  to  receive  it ,  sa}'iiig  that 
he  should  go  back  with  them  &  have  his  Trial  for  it.'  That  the 
Depojient  refusing  to  submit  to  be  their  Prisoner  they  tbreatned 
to  bind  &  carry  liim  back  l:)y  Ibrce ;  upon  which  they  threw  the 
Deponent  down,  &  abused  &  linrt  him  very  much.  That  tliey 
tept  a  Guard  over  the  Deponent  the  whole  Night,&nextmoniing 
carried  liim  back  to  Steven's.  Tliat  when  lie  was  arrived  there  tliey 
held  a  Court  (as  they  lermedit)  over  theDeponent,&appointed 
Peleg  Sunderland,  thesaidRogerStevensjun'&  tlie  said  Lymen  to 
be  judgesin  the  Deponents  Cause.  Tliat  the  said  prelended  Judges 
fii-stgave  their  Judgment  tliat  tlie  Deponent  should  be  whipped  & 
should  pay  the  said  nine  shillings  and  twenty  four  shillings  for 
the  expenses.  That  the  Deponent  having  some  Friends  present 
who  pitied  and  interceeded  for  him,  the  said  pretended  Judges 
omitted  the  Whipping;  but  Obliged  the  Deponent  to  pay  the 
Money,  which  lie  was  so  adjudged  to  pay.  That  the  Deponent 
complaining  of  this  Treatment  as  higlily  cruel  &.  unjust  one 
Joshua  Wiggins  who  was  present  told  the  Deponent  he  should 
not  speak  before  tliem,  &  fell  upon  the  Deponent,  k  kicked  §■ 
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abused  hlra  very  much.  And  the  Deponent  saith  that  after  re- 
ceiving this  outrageoug  Treatment  he  left  tlie  said  Place,  k  that 
he  can  not  return  without  being  in  Danger  of  liis  Life ;  or  great 
bodily  harm.  And  further  the  Deponent  saith  that  the  day 
before  the  above  Transaction  happened  one  Tliomas  Rowly  a 
Constable  of  Danby  In  the  said  Couuty  came  to  the  Iionse  of  the 
said  Steven's  liaving  tliree  Summonses,  issued  for  Civil  Debts  by 
Beiijanjiii  Hough  one  of  tlie  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  said 
County.  Tliat  a  Mob  to  tlie  Number  of  Seven,  of  which  the 
said  Sunderland,  Stevens,  &  Lymen  were  three,  threatned  the 
said  Constable  greatly,  declaring  that  if  he  would  not  deliver  up 
the  said  Summonses  they  would  wliip  him  ;  upon  which  tlie  said 
Constable  promised  that  if  they  would  not  whip  liim,  lie  would 
not  return  tlie  said  Summonses,  &  then  they  let  him  depart. 
And  furtlier  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

Sworn  this  Twenty  4^'  Day  of  Amos  ClIAMBERLAI^f■ 

August  177-1.     Before  me 

Ban    IIOSSMAKDEN. 


FOETIFICATIONS  ERECTED  ON  ONION  RIVER  AND  OTTER 
CREEK  BY  THE  BENNINGTON  MOB. 

To  the  Honora!)le  Cadwalkder  Golden  Esq'  his  Majes- 
tys  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Ciiief 
in   and  over  the  Province  of  Neir  Yorlc   and   the 
Territories   thereon    depending    in    America.     In 
CounciL 
The  Petition  and  complaint  of  Benjamin  Hough  one  of  his 
Majestys  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  for  tlie  County  of  Ciiarlotte,  in 
behalf  of  himself,  other   Oilicers  of  Justice,  and  many  of  the 
Inliabitants  of  the  said  County  ;  and  particulai'ly  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Durliani  and  Soscialborougli. 

Most  Humbly  Siieweth  That  your  Petitioners,  to  their  inex- 
pressible Grief,  find  themselves  again  reduced  to  the  Necessity 
of  imploring  tlie  Compassionate  attention  of  Government  to  the 
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Calamities  which  tliey  Suffer,  and  the  ruin  with  which  they  are 
threatened  by  the  Bennington  Rioters. 

Tlie  measures  heretofore  adopted  by  his  Excellency  Governor 
Tryon  in  Council,  the  Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
the  Act  of  Legislature'  passed  at  the  last  Sessions  for  restoring 
Peace  and  order,  and  Protecting  your  Petitioners  in  their  lives 
and  Properties  ;  instead  of  producing  tliis  Salutary  Effects,  have 
only  served  to  increase  the  Rtige  and  Malice  of  those  dissolute 
People  and  to  expose  your  Petitioners  to  iresh  Insults,  and,  if 
possible,  to  Greater  Danger ;  and  so  feeble  and  intimidated  is 
the  Civil  Authority,  in  a  part  of  the  Country  remote  from  the 
metropolis,  and  overrun  witli  Fugitives  from  the  otiier  Provinces, 
that  far  from  beii:ig  able  to  punish  offenders  and  clieck  their 
licencious  proceedings,  tiie  Magistrates,  at  one  of  these  Riotous 
Assemblies  held  in  April  last,  liare  been  publickly  voted 
Enemies  to  tlieir  Country,  only  for  accepting  tlieir  Commissions 
under  the  authority  of  tids  Government ;  and  your  Petitioner 
Benjamin  Hougli  was  formally  Served  with  a  Copy  of  that  vote, 
signed  by  the  Clerk  ol'  tiie  meeting.  In  consequence  of  this 
outrageous  resolution  two  of  the  Magistrates  have  been  insulted 
with  every  abuse,  attacked  in  tlieir  Persons  and  properties,  and 
hunted  after  and  pursued  with  open  menaces  tliat  tliiry  should 
be  taken  and  secured  eitlier  Dead  or  alive  :  while  some  of  the 
chief  of  the  Rioters  iiave  barbarously  directed  their  al>ettors  to 
put  tliem  to  deiitli  privately  !  In  circumstances  So  Perilous,  no 
longer  depending  upon  tlieir  own  Houses,  nor  the  most  Cautious 
and  inoffensive  Behaviour  for  Security,  they  have  been  compelled 
to  take  i-efuge  and  conceal  themselves  in  the  night  among  their 
Friends  ;  and  your  Petitioner  Benjamin  Hough  was  so  uai-j'owly 
watched  that  for  several  nights  immediately  before  he  left  the 
place  of  his  residence,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a 
Guard  for  the  preservation  of  his  life,  having  twice,  with  utmost 
difficulty,  secured  himself  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Rioters. 
Tliat  unrestrained  by  principles  of  Duty,  or  Fear  of  Punisli- 

lEntilled — An  Act  for  preventing  tumuUuoua  and  riotons  assemlilleBin  tbo 
places  therein  mentioned  for  tlie  more  speedy  and  efiijctual  punishing  tlie  rioters, 
Passed  9tli  Marcli  1774,  Among  other  provisions,  was  oae  outlawing  Ethan 
Alien  and  other  inhabitants  of  Ben»iugtoi:i. — Es. 
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meiit,  the  Rioters  seem  arrived  at  t!ie  last  stage  of  a  deliberate 
opposition  to  Government  and  the  Laws:  for  your  Petitionera 
are  well  informed  that  they  have  lately  erected  two  Fortresses  in 
the  County  of  Charlotte,  one  on  Onion  River,  and  the  other  on 
Otter  Creek,  an  act  of  Hostility,  which  while  it  encourages  them 
ia  their  Confidence  and  presumption,  gives  additional  Terror  to 
your  Petitioners,  and,  if  not  speedily  checked,  may  prove  the 
occasion  of  much  mischief  and'  Bloodshed. 

That  such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  are  averse  to  the  lawless 
proceedings  of  the  Rioters,  and  by  discountenancing  them  have 
incurred  their  resentment,  are  daily  exposed  to  the  most  immi- 
nent Danger  in  their  Persons  and  Properties ;  as  while  their 
magistrates  are  treated  with  so  much  Inhumanity,  they  can  have 
no  reason  to  look  for  the  least  mercy. 

That  called  upon  by  motives  of  self  preservation,  they  have 
once  more  appointed  the  said  Benjamin  Plough  to  represent  their 
grevious  distresses  to  Government,  and  to  renew  his  liumble 
supplications  in  their  Behalf,  as  well  as  his  own,  for  succour. 

Faitlifiil  and  inoffensive  subjects,  struggling  under  unparral- 
leied  oppressions,  and  without  the  means  of  Law,  Justice, 
Defence  or  Security,  may  be  permitted  to  hope  their  Earnest 
importunity  will  incite  tlie  Compassion  and  the  Care  of  Govern- 
ment ;  especially  when  it  is  tlie  misfortune  of  your  Petitionei-s 
to  be  persuaded  that  if  these  reasonable  Expectations  should 
unhappily  become  frustrate,  they  must  very  Soon  fall  victims  to 
the  Inhuman  Tyranny  of  the  Rioters,  and  tliat,  if  they  escape  with 
life,  the  least  that  can  befall  them  must  be  to  be  driven  with 
their  Helpless  Families,  from  their  Habitations  iu  the  Greatest 
misery  and  distress. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  appealing  for  the  truth  of  tlie  Facts 
above  asserted  to  the  affidavits  and  papers  liereimto  annexed,  do 
humbly  beseech  your  Honour  to  take  their  Deplorable  case  into 
your  wise  Consideration,  and  to  grant  them  that  speedy  relief 
and  protection  of  which  they  stand  in  so  much  need. 

And  your  Petitioners  sliall  ever  Pray 

Benjn  Hough- 

1774  Septemb''  1.     Read  in  Council. 
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ESQR  HOUGHS  LIFE  THREATENED. 

Daniel  Walker  of  Durham  in  the  County  of  Chai'lottee  Being 
of  Full  Age  Deposeth  and  Saith— 

That  on  the  First  day  of  August  Instant  Benjamin  Hoof  Esq' 
of  Socialborough  Came  to  my  house  being  as  he  informed  me 
very  much  Threatened  and  abused  by  Some  of  tlie  Mobb  (to  wit.) 
John  Smith  and  oneEnos  Raws  and  We  being  Sitting  at  Dinner 
at  my  house,  there  Came  one  Dan,  Howlet  of  Shafisbury  in  the 
Northeastern  District  of  the  County  of  Albany  and  made  Enquiry 
if  the  Said  Benjamin  Hoof  was  there ;  and  Further  added  that 
he  [had]  some  business  with  him.  The  deponent  Further  Saith 
the  Said  Hoof  Answered  him  and  asked  the  Said  Howlet  what 
Business  he  had  with  him,  the  Said  Howlit  answered  he  wanted 
a  Warrant,  the  Said  Hoof  asked  him  where  he  lived,  and  the 
Said  Howlit  Said  he  lived  at  home ;  and  then  the  Said  Howlit 
begun  with  very  Rough  Discourse,  Saying  that  he  liad  not  Come 
to  Quarrel,  but  that  he  had  come  as  a  forerunner,  to  warn  him 
and  that  there  was  but  one  Step,  Between  his  tlie  Said  Howlets 
life  and  M^  Hoofs  and  Swore  by  God  they  would  have  him  dead 
or  alive  Soon  with  much  other  threatning  Words,  Signifying  that 
the  Said  Hough  must  Relinquish  all  Pretentions  of  acting  as  an 
ofacer,  and  if  he  did  he  did  not  know  but  the  Said  Hoofs  life 
might  be  Spared,  but  uncertain,  and  then  made  Towards  the 
Said  Hoof,  and  assaulted  him  in  a  very  Rough  manner  by 
Pushing  threatining  Swearing  in  the  most  inhuman  manner  So 
that  the  Said  Hoof  was  obliged  to  use  Violent  means  to  escape 
out  of  his  hands  but  did  not  hurt  nor  abuse  the  Said  Howlit  no 
otberways  than  throwing  the  Howlet  down  on  the  Ground  and 
holding  him  there  untill  he  Could  Find  means  to  get  out  of  his 
way  as  there  was  a  Number  of  People  at  Neighbours  house  that 
I  Suspected  Would  Come  to  His  the  Said  Howlit's  Assistance 
aiid  Further  Saith  not. 

Daniel  Walker  J'. 

August  y"  2°^  A  D  1774. 
Sworn  to 

Before  Benj"  Spekcer  Ju'  Peace, 
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Jacob  Marsh  Esq''  of  Socialborough  in  the  County  of  Cliaflotte 
Deposetli  and  Saith — That  on  the  First  day  of  August  Instant 
as  I  was  Traveling  the  Koad  in  Socialhorough  I  saw  a  Number 
of  Men  Travelling  around  witii  Guns,  Pretending  they  were 
Going  a  Hunting,  but  Soon  afterwards  I  fell  in  Company  with 
John  Smith  the  second  ;  who  Informed  me  in  our  Conversation 
that  he  was  no  Mobb  man  himself,  but  that  he  liad  Seen  Cap' 
Warner  Some  Few  days  before,  and  that  Warner  had  inftirmed 
him  that  Esq'  Spencer  Should  not  act  as  anOflicer  much  longer, 
and  that  Spencer  was  a  Jyar,  but  tliat  Esq''  Hoof  they  would 
Take  very  Soon  before  the  Week  was  out  and  if  they  could  not 
take  Him  no  other  ways,  they  were  Determined  to  Kill  him  where 
©ver  they  Could  Find  him,  that  they  were  determined  to  Waylay 
the  roads  and  also  his  house  for  tliat  Purpose  &  that  he  assigned 
For  the  cause  of  their  Spite  and  ambition  against  Esq^  Hoof, 
was  that  he  had  been  to  New  York  and  entering  complaints 
against  tlie  Mobb,— and  acted  as  officers  without  the  Mobb  leave 
or  Consent  and  Further  Saith  not. 


August  y  2"i  A  D  1774. 
Sworn  to  before 

Benj"  Spencek  Jus'P 


Jacob  Marsu, 


ESQU  SPENCER'S  PKOPEKTY  LAID  WASTE. 

Jerkmiaii  Gahdner  of  Durl>ani  in  the  Counte  of  Sharlote 
Being  of  ful  age  Deposeth  and  Satli, 

that  on  the  3  Day  of  August  instane  at  night  that  he  loged 
at  the  Dwelling  House  of  Squlr  Spenser  and  some  time  in  the 
Still  time  of  the  night  he  heaixl  a  noys  of  people  Round  about 
the  House  but  saw  no  person  but  early  in  the  morning  he  see 
Spencer's  Cart  turned  over  and  a  Slay  oil  the  top  of  it  and  a 
gallos  arected  on  a  Stomp  hung  up  ivith  achaue  and  Several 
Sticks  whipt  or  wore  out  a  wliipping  tlie  Stomp  and  lad  a  fop 
of  it,  and  further  the  Deponant  Sath  thare  was  much  of  the  S^ 
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Spencers  iens  throne  Down  and  Seural  posts  puld  up  and  carrat 
eight  or  teen  Rods  and  much  grane  lade  open  to  the  common 
and  a  number  of  Cattle  Destroying  it  and  two  horses  in  S'' 
Spencers  paster  heii  thar  mans  and  Tals  cut  and  Disvegered  and 
further  Satb  not. 

Jeremiah  Gardner. 
August  ye  3  A  D  1774. 
Sworn  Before  Benja"  Hough,  Juct'  pece. 


AFFIDAVn  OF  THE  KEY.  BENJ.  HOUGH,  MAGISTKATE  OF 
CHAJtLOTTE  CO. 

City  of  New  York  ss:  Benjamin  Hough  of  the  Township  of 
Scocialborough  in  the  County  of  Charlotte  Esq^  being  duly  sworn 
on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  deposeth  and  saith 
that  he  has  resided  about  eighteen  months  in  the  said  Township 
of  Socialborougb,  and  being  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  Contro- 
versy respecting  the  Title  to  the  Lands  which  he  possesses,  H« 
this  Deponent  agreed  not  onJy  with  the  New  York  proprietors, 
but  with  the  persons  who  claimed  the  same  under  New  Hamp- 
shire, for  their  Eight  or  pretensions  thereto.  That  about  ten 
months  last  past  many  cruel  acts  of  Outrage  &  Oppression  being 
committed  by  the  said  New  Hampshire  Claimants,  against  the 
persons  &  properties  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  professed  a 
Eespect  for  the  Laws  &  Government,  &  would  not  countenance 
or  join  in  the  rash  proceedings  of  the  said  Rioters  ;  and  tliese 
peaceable  Inhabitants  being  in 'very  great  Danger  botli  with 
respect  to  their  property  &  tlieir  persons,  &  being  frequently 
insulted  &  abused,  this  deponent  who  was  then  &  still  is  an 
Anabaptist  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  in  tlie  said  County  did,  at 
the  Request  of  several  of  the  said  peaceable  &  abused  inliabitants, 
come  down  to  the  City  of  New  York  and  applied  to  the  Governor 
the  Council  &  General  Assembly  of  tlie  Province  of  New  York 
for  Redress  &  protection.  That  the  truth  of  your  Petitionera 
Complaint  being  fully  proved  by  a  Number  of  Depositions  & 
Proois   there  produced,  a  proclamation  was  thereupon  issued 
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ofiiiring  a  Reward  for  apprehending  the  principal  Ringleaders  & 
Authors  of  the  said  Riots,  and  a  Law  of  the  said  province  was 
also  passed  for  suppressing  tlie  said  Riots  &  tumultuous  proceed- 
ings ;  &   for  punishing   the  offenders.     That  as   soon   as  this 
Measure  waa  effected  the  Deponent  returned  to  his,  place  of 
Residence  and  as  a  Magistrate  of  the  said  County  disperyed  & 
published  the  said  proclamation  &  act  of  Legislature  &  inculcated 
&  recommended  to  the  said  Riotous  persons  a  more  peaceable  & 
orderly  Demeanor,  and  as  no  steps  were  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Lands  possessed  by  the  said  New  Hampsliire  Claimants,  but  they 
were  suffered  quietly  to  hold  the  same,    This  Deponent  Jioped 
the  said  Rioters  would  have  permitted  tlieir  Neighbours,  differing 
from  them  in  Conduct  and  Sentiment  to  live  in  peace  &  secmity, 
But  this  Deponent  saith  that  some  time  in  the  month  of  April 
last  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  said  Rioters,  in  consequence  of 
the  said  act  of  Legislature  and   proclamation,  where   it  was 
resolved  by  them  that  any  person  or  persons,  within  the  Lands 
claimed  by  them,  who  had  or  should  accept  a  commission  or 
commissions  of  the  peace,  should  by  them  in  general  be  deemed 
an  Enemy  to  their  Country  and  Common  Cause,     That  shortly 
after  a  paper  was  delivered  to  this  Deponent  signed  by  one  Jonas 
Fay  clerk  of  the  said  meeting,  in  the  following  words  (to  wit) 
"  Gentlemen  the  following  is  proposed  whether  it  be  to  your  minds  tliat  any 
peition  or  persons  in  the  Kew  Hampshire  Grant  under  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  that  have  or  shall  presume  to  take  commission  or  commissions  of  tiie 
■'  peace  shall  by  the  Grantees  in  general  be  deemed  an  Enemy  to  their  Country 
li  Common  cause  until!  his  Majesties  pleasure  in  the  preioesis  be  furtlier  known; 
passed  in  the  affirmative  all  yeas  k  No  Nays  at  a  general  meeting  holden  at 
Mancheatov  12th  Day  of  April  A.  D,  1774  and  by  adjournment  to  the  IStli. 
"  pr  Jonas  Fay  Clerk  of  the  eaid  Meeting." 
And  this  Deponent  fiirther  saith  that  altho  in  the  £xecution 
of  his  ofRce,  finding  the  civil  power  altogether  unable  to  oppose 
or  punish  the  said  Rioters,  he  desisted  from  every  act  &  prosecu- 
tion against   them  or  the  Dispute  concerning  their  Claims  or 
possessions  and  aimed  at  nothing  more  than  to  preserve  peace 
&  some  Degree  of  order  in  the  Country  ;  yet  this  Deponent  from 
time  to  time  received  information  that  the  said  Rioters  had 
doomed  his  person  &  property  to  Destruction,  and  frequently  his 
house  was  surrounded  by  persons  unknown  to  him,  in  the  dead 
Vol..  IT.  56 
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of  Night,  &  attempts  made  to  break  open  his  door,  and  tlie  Depo- 
nent further  saith  that  on  or  about  27^^  Day  of  July  last  past 
one  John  Smith  &  Enos  Ross  of  Socialborough  aforesaid  being 
armed  with  Clubs,  made  an  assault  upon  the  Deponent  k 
endeavored  to  make  him  their  prisoner,  declaring  that  if  he 
resisted,  they  would  kill  him,  that  the-Depouent  being  unarmed 
called  to  his  Wife  for  a  weapon  in  order  to  defend  himself  or  intimi- 
date the  said  assailants  from  executing  their  purpose  upon  which 
the  said  Enos  Ross  forced  himself  into  the  Deponents  house,  in 
order  as  appeared  afterwards,  to  get  the  Deponent's  Gun:  That 
the  Deponent  being  freed  from  the  said  Enos  Ross,  knocked 
down  the  said  John  Smith  &  then  removed  to  a  place  W'here  he 
saw  a  stone,  which  he  took  up  &.  stood  upon  his  Defence.  That 
tlie  said  Euos  Ross  now  having  got  the  Deponents  Gun  out  of 
his  house  came  toward  the  Deponent  therewith,  swearing  that  he 
would  shoot  him  through,  but  happily  the  Gun  was  not  loaded  ; 
&  the  Deponent  solemnly  protesting  that  he  would  not  be  taken 
by  them  alive,  &  standing  upon  his  defence,  they  at  last  desisted, 
&  retired  swearing  that  they  would  have  the  Deponent  dead  or 
alive.  That  all  the  Reason  which  they  assigned  for  tJiis  violent 
attack  upon  the  Deponent,  was  that  lie  had  complained  of  the 
Rioters  to  Government,  &.  applied  for  the  protection  of  himself 
&  the  rest  of  the  injured  inhabitants,  and  had  issued  process 
against  some  of  tlie  Mob  Tho  this  Deponent  declares  that  he 
never  issued  any  process  but  for  a  civil  Debt,  (except  one  upon 
a  Law  of  this  province  against  a  person  for  killing  a  Deer  out  of 
season,  and  the  said  John  Smith  &  Enos  Ross  at  the  same  time 
further  declared  that  Benjamin  Spencer,  the  only  other  acting 
Magistrate  in  that  part  of  the  said  County,  nor  any  other  person , 
should  act  as  a  Magistrate  over  them.  And  the  Deponent  further 
saith  that  being  at  the  dwelling  liouse  of  Daniel  Walker  in  the 
Township  of  Derham  in  the  said  County,  on  the  first  Day  of 
this  Instant  August  a  certain  Dan  Howlet,  who  lives  at  Shafts- 
bury  near  Bennington,  came  there,  &  enquired  for  the  Depo- 
nent, and  after  much  abusive  language  Halet  told  the  Depo- 
nent that  he  had  come  as  a  forerunner  to  warn  him,  and 
that  tliere  was  but  one  step  between  the  said  Houldt's  Life  and 
the  deponent's,  and  swore  that  the  Rioters  would  have  him  the 
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Deponent  dead  or  alive;  signifying  also  that  the  Deponent  must 
relinquish  all  pretensions  of  Acting  as  a  Magistrate,  and,  if  he 
should,  he  did  not  know  but  the  Deponent^s  Life  might  be  Spared; 
but  tliat  this  was  uncertain.  Tliat  the  said  Halet  then  assaulted 
and  pushed  this  deponent  in  a  very  rough  manner,  so  that  he 
was  obliged  to  exert  himself  in  order  to  escape  out  of  his  Hands 
by  throwing  the  said  Halet  on  the  Ground,  and  securing  him 
untill  lie  could  find  means  to  get  out  of  his  way,  and  the  Depo- 
nent fui'ther  saith  that  he  is  credibly  informed  &  verily  believes 
that  the  said  Rioters  have  erected  two  Forts  lor  their  Defence, 
one  on  Onion  River,  and  another  on  Otter  Creek  in  the  said 
County  of  Chaidotte,  and  the  Deponent  further  saith  tliat  from 
Depositions  taken  before  him  and  the  said.  Benjamin  Spencer 
respectively  it  appears,  and  the  Deponent  verily  believes  that 
tlie  said  Benjamin  Spencer  by  reason  of  his  accepting  of  a  Com- 
mission as  a  magistrate  of  the  said  County,  is  in  great  Danger 
from  tlie  said  Mobb,  botli  with  respect  to  his  property  &  Ms 
Life;  and  that  for  the  tliree  last  nights  before  this  Deponent  left 
the  said  County  of  Charlotte,  neither  he,  nor  the  Deponent, 
thought  it  Safe  to  lodge  in  their  own  houses;  but  removed  for 
their  security  to  the  Houses  of  their  friends,  and  that  this  Depo- 
nent thought  it  IS"ece8sary  to  keep  sis  men  armed  in  the  house 
where  he  lodged  to  defend  him  in  case  of  Discovery,  and  tliis 
Deponent  further  saitli  tiiat  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town- 
siiip  of  Durham  &  Socialb'jrough,  wiro  are  not  connected  witli 
the  said  Rioters,  and  are  submissive  to  the  authority  of  Govern- 
ment, are  greatly  terrified,  and  under  continual  Apprehensions 
of  t>eing  attacked  by  the  said  Rioters,  and  that  they  entreated 
tiiis  Deponent  once  more  to  come  down  to  this  City  and  to  apply 
to  Government  for  Redress  &  protection,  and  this  Deponent  is 
very  confident  that  unless  some  efi!ectual  Measures  are  speedily 
taken  to  preserve  the  said  Inhabitants  against  the  violence  & 
Licentiousness  of  the  said  Rioters,  they  must  soon  be  driven  from 
their  possessions  &  reduced  to  the  greatest  poverty  &.  Distress; 
and  witli  respect  to  himself  this  Deponent  saith,  that  he  has  laid 
out  his  Utile  substance  in  improveing  a  Farm  in  the  said  Town- 
ship of  Social  borough,  that  from  tlie  threats  &  the  Danger  of 
the  said  Rioters  he  is  prevented  from  cultivating  the  same,  &. 
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bi8  liired  Servant  wlio  assisted  him  therein,  from  the  Threats  of 
tlic  said  Rioters,  has  heen  intunidated  &  left  his  service,  That 
this  Deponent  conceives  his  own  Life  is  so  much  in  Danger  from 
the  open  attacks  &  threats  of  the  said  Rioters,  that  be  cannot 
think  of  returning  to  his  Habitation,  without  some  assistance 
from  the  Government,  as  be  verily  believes  that  the  said  Rioters 
will  eitlier  privately,  or  openly,  destroy  him  if  they  have  an 
opportunity,  and  that  he  knows  of  no  Reason  he  has  given  for 
their  Malice  towards  him,  except  his  applying  for  protection 
when  he  conceived  himself  and  bis  Neighbors  to  be  in  imminent 
Danger,  &  saw  them  greatly  uisulted  &  abused;  &  his  accepting 
his  Majesty's  Commission  as  a  Magistrate  of  the  said  County, 
and  further  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

Benja™  Hough. 
Sworn  this  Twenty  fourth  Day  of 
August  1774.     Before  me 

Dakl.  IIorsmakden. 


APPLICATION  FOE  A  MILITARY  FORCE 
'CO  suproaT  the  civil  authorities  of  charlotte  county. 

Ik  Cou^-cIL  September  1»'  1774. 
The  Petition  and  Deposition  of  Benjamin  Hough  one  of  His 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  lor  the  County  of  Chai'lotte,  also 
the  Depositions  of  Benjamin  Spencer  Esq^  Jacob  Marsh  Esq' 
Amos  Chamberlain,  Jeremiah  Gardenier,  Daniel  Wallier,  Philip 
Nicolls,  Thomas  Brayton,  and  Daniel  Washburn  all  of  the  same 
County,  were  laid  before  the  Board,  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
Riotous  proceedings  of  some  of  the  Settlers  in  the  said  County 
of  Charlotte  do  not  only  continue  but  have  so  far  increased  that 
they  have  Erected  two  Fortresses  in  the  said  County,  one  at 
Onion  River  and  the  other  at  Otter  Creek,  and  openly  threaten 
the  Lives  and.  Properties  of  all  those  who  Profess  to  maintain 
Peace  and  good  Order,  and  are  Friends  to  this  Government,  and 
the  said  Petition  humbly  Praying  his  Honor  to  take  the  Case  of 
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the  Distressed  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Province  into  Con- 
sideration, and  afford  them  some  speedy  and  effectual  Belief, 
without  which  many  of  the  said  Inhabitants  will  be  compelled, 
to  leave  their  Settlements  and  be  thereby  utterly  ruined — And 
the  said  Benjamin  Hough  being  called  in  and  Examined,  and 
being  witlidrawn.  The  Council,  after  maturely  considering  the 
Frequency  and  Violence  of  these  Disorders,  humbly  advise  that 
his  Honor  do  apply  to  his  Excellency  General  Gage  for  a  Military 
Aid  of  two  hundred  Men  to  support  the  Civil  Magistracy  in 
Keeping  tlie  Peace  of  the  said  County  and  its  Vicinity. 


GEN.  GAGE  TO  LT.  GOV.  COLDEN. 

Boston  Sept:  IS"!  1774. 
Sir 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  7"' 
September,  with  a  minute  of  the  Council  held  at  New  Yorli  the 
1"  Instant,  and  a  Copy  of  a  Petition  and  Complaint  of  Benjamin 
Hough  Esq"",  in  beiialf  of  himself,  and  other  Officers  of  Justice, 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Ceunty  of  Charlotte,  therein  inclosed. 

rt  wou'd  liave  been  very  agreeable  to  me  to  have  complied 
witli  the  application,  you  are  pleased  to  make  me  in  consequence 
of  the  above,  for  a  miUtary  aid  of  200,  or  150  men,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  Support  of  Civil  Government  in  said  County;  but 
Goveritoi  TiyoE  IiailE^  made  a  like  Requisition  to  General 
Haldimatid,  whieh  be  thcaght- proper  to  decKiie  conLplying  with, 
till  he  had  referr'd  it  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  having  in 
answei:  been  given  to  understand,  that  the  King  approved  of  his 
Conduct  in  not  sending  a  military  Force  into  that  Country;  you 
will  doubtless  join  me  in  opinion  that  I  can  not  at  present  alford 
Sie  aid  you  require, 

Gfovemor  Tryon  was  called  home  that  he  might  give  Lights 
in  the  Points  in  dispute  concerning  the  New  Hampshire  Lands, 
and  the  several  Parties  concerned  were  to  be  lieai-d  before  the 
Board' of  Trade,  and  a  Report  made  to  his  Majesty  thereupon, 
when  it's  probable  a  final  Decision  will  be  made  upon  tliis  sub- 
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jeet  and  it  is  then  to  be  expected,  that  effectual  measures  will 
be  adopted,  and  uecessary  Directions  given  to  restore  order,  and 
enforce  a  due  obedience  to  the  Laws  in  that  County. 
I  am,  with  very  great  Regard, 
Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient, 

humble  Servant, 
Tho»  Gage. 
(Endorsed)     Sept:  2»,  1774.     Bead  in  CouncU. 


LT.  GOV.  COLDEN  TO  LOED  DARTMOUTH. 

[Lond.  Coo.  XLIV,] 

New  Yorlc  4'"  October  1774. 
My  Lord, 

The  inclosed  Copy  of  a  Petition,  and  affadavits  laid  before  me 
and  the  Council,  will  inform  your  Lordship,  how  much  His 
Majesty's  peaceable  subjects  in  a  part  of  the  Province  mentioned 
in  the  Petition  are  mollested  and  insulted  by  a  lawless  sett  of 
Men  who  at  first  settled  there  under  a  claim  made  by  the 
Government  of  New  Hampshire ;  but  since  they  have  been 
disown'd  by  that  Government,  they  will  pay  obedience  to  none 
— assume  all  power  to  themselves,  chuse  Magistrates,  erect  Courts 
and  inflict  punishments  &.c.  Fugitives  from  all  the  neighboring 
Governments  resort  thither,  so  that  they  are  now  become  a 
numerous  and  dangerous  Body  of  Banditti,  which  is  every  Day 
encreasing.  The  Council  advised  me  to  apply  to  General  Gage 
for  Military  Assistance  to  preserve  the  Peace  only  :  His  answer 
is  that,  General  Haldimand,  had,  on  a  similar  Requisition  declined 
giving  any  Military  Assistance,  and  his  refusal  had  been  approved 
of  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  for  that  reason  lie  declined 
giving  any  Assistance. 

My  Lord,  this  Body  of  Lawless  men,  fugitives  from  all  parts- 
daily  encreasing,  may  soon  become  very  dangerous,  by  encoura- 
ging the  worst  of  men  to  resort  thither,  and  to  stand  in  defiance 
of  Law  and  Government;  I  therefore  humbly  conceive  it  deserves 
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your  Lordships  immediate  attention.  The  first  settlers  from  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  leading  men  among  them,  pretend  tliat  they 
have  Encouragement  from  their  Agent  in  England,  tliat  your 
Lortlship  entertains  a  favourahle  Opinion  of  their  claim  and 
pretentions,  but  I  am  persuaded  they  can  have  no  foimdation  for 
such  hopes. 

Tlie  greatest  part  of  the  lands  those  troublesome  people  are 
settled  on,  my  Lord,  have  been  granted  by  tliis  Government,  to 
reduced  officers  and  disbanded  soldiers  of  His  Majesty's  Army 
who  served  in  the  last  War  in  America,  in  obedience  to  the 
Eoyal  ProcJamation  of  tiie  T'*"  October  1763.  I  hardly  need  to 
mention  ta  your  Lordship  that  wliere  the  Lands  are  private 
Property,  a  dispute  of  title  can  only  be  determined  in  the 
Courts  of  Justice.  The  Pattentees  under  New  York,  those  who 
liold  by  Military  Grants,  as  well  as  others  who  have  Pattents  in 
the  common  Way,  think  tlieir  title  is  indubitably  good.  The 
Governors  of  this  Colony  have  had  full  authority  to  grant  the 
lands  quite  to  the  West  Bank  of  Connecticut  River,  ever  since 
tlie  Duke  of  York  received  his  grant  of  the  Colony.  A  dread 
of  the  French  and  Indians  from  Canada,  prevented  for  many 
years  any  grants  or  settlements  being  made  in  that  part  of  this 
Province  where  these  people  are  now  settled.  Tlie  Governor 
of  New  Hampshire  who  never  had  authority  to  grant  one  Foot 
of  Land  West  of  Connecticut  River,  his  Government  being 
bounded  to  the  Westward  by  liis  Majesty's  other  Governments, 
finding  tliis  country  an  uninhabited  Desert,  upon  the  peace  after 
tlie  War  before  the  iast,  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  granted  away  this  extensive  tract  of  country, 
down  to  tlie  waters  of  Wood  Creek  and  Lake  Champlain.  A 
full  information,  has  been  at  different  Times,  transmitted  to  your 
Lordship  and  your  Predecessors  in  ofBee,  of  the  very  unjustifia- 
ble manner  in  which  those  grants  were  made,  in  deflanee  of  the 
earliest  notice  from  this  Government  tliat  Connecticut  Kiver  was 
our  Boundary,  Your  Lordship  is  possessed  of  such  ample 
Information  on  this  subject,  tliat  I  will  not  presume  to  trouble 
you  witli  any  thing  more  upon  it  now,  hut  to  repeat  my  humble 
opinion  of  tlie  necessity  there  is  tliat  these  lawless  People 
should  be  discouraged  from  entertaining  any  Hopes,,hut  in  the 
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s  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  ;  where  only  the  Property 
of  the  Subjects  can  be  determined. 

I  am  with  most  entire  submission 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  faithfull 
&  obedient  servant 

Cadivallader  Golden 
RL  Honi>">  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 


APPLICATION  FROM  CHARLOTTE  COUNTY 


To  the  Honourable  Cadwalder  Golden  Esq''  Lieut'  Gover- 
nor and  Commander  In  Chief  of  His  Majesties  Province 
of  New  York  &,=  &<=. 

In  Council 
The  Petition  of  Sundry  of  the  principal  Inhabitance  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Charlotte  ; 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  petitioners  for  want  of  a  Representation  In  General 
Assembly  Labour  under  a  Veriety  of  Inconveniences  Which 
tlwj  think  it  Needless  to  Numerate  to  your  Honour  and  the 
HcBflKriUjIt.  Board  They  therefore  most  Earnestly  pray  That 
yom  KoaoTixsUe  Board  will  be  pleased  to  order  Writ  to  h< 
Issued  to  the  Sheriif  of  said  County  to  cause  two  persons  tc  be 
Elected  to  represent  us  in  the  present  General  Assembly;  and 
your  petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  sliall  ever  pray. 
Charlotte  County  Decem  ;  1*'  1774 
The  signers  are  Desired  to  write  their  Names  in  tlie  Colomn 
under  the  name  of  the  Patent  that  they  Belong  to  kc. 


Alexr  Gamp\>cU 
James  Campbell 
Wm  CroukBhanlc 
Alexindfif  McMachtea 
Sicl  MeCokrott 
Dun  Compliell 


Br^er  Red 
Timothy  Titus 
Jolin  Keed 
Alfixnndi;!'  Red 
Dotitild  Red 
Duncan  Red 
Ranald  MeDngald 


John  McDugald 
Duncan  GiUcilst 
Fetter  Gillcrist 
Fetter  MeEaeheron 
JnniGS  Mount 
Jcihu  JlcDougall 
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On  the  Gkasts. 

Lenird  Will 

Samuel  wmson 

Ad  ISO  Q  Rising 

Alexander  Turner 

Robert  Hopldns 

John  Lyon 

John  Williams 

■White  Ckick. 

Mathu  MeCloery 

WillMoffitt 

Thos  MoCrara 

Richard  McClory 

Thomas  Lyon 

Thomaa  Wftison 

Danl  Matison 

Reubert  Turner 

J  no  Nesbett 

WmHoy 

Will;  Miller 

Hugh  Martin 

Andrew  McCloEy 

James  Ramage 

Joseph  McGrakeH 

James  Henderson 

Alexr  Wi-ight 

James  Savage 

Robert  hopliens    Jmir 

John  Gattrey 

E.Clark 

John  Duncan 

Samuel  Quttcey 

Isaac  Lytle 

Samuel  Hopkins 

Goavg  GRttrey 

John  MoFarlm 

Alesr  Webster 

John  Law 

Robert  Caldwell 

Gfeorge  MoKnight 

Willm  PougU 

Thomas  Armstrong 

James  Craig 

John  ICimist 

John  Armstrong 

Richard  Hoy 
Alexander  Simpson 

Joseph  MoNisb 

Robert  Armstrong 

Barnett  Smith 

James  Armstrong 

John  Thompson 

Daniel  McNitt 

Daniel  McCleary 

Robert  Getty 

David  McHitt 

Aleldr  McNitt 

Adam  Getty 

EobM  Orighton 
Matih  MoClaughn 

Danl  McNitt 

David  Getty 

David  McNitt 

John  Getty 

John  Dnniap 

John  Clark 

Alexr  Dougal 

Alexander  McNitt 

JohnOneel 

Alexander  Gamel 

John  McCleary 

James  Hambleton 

Samuel  Gamel 

Jamea  Lytle 
James  McNitt 

John  Moore 

James  Gamel 

James  Moore 

John  Creighton 

Jobn  McNitt 

Hagh  More 

James  Gilmore 

Daniel  Hambieton 

John  Hearshe 

John  Martin 

John  Navens 

Wm  Hamble 

John  Feeli 

Samuel  Crosett 

James  Wlllson 

David  Whedor 

John  Barnes 

Hamilton  MoCollister 

Robert  Willson 

David  Tomb 

Alexi-  Stewart 

Josiah  Pariah 

William  Raid 

Edward  Savage 

John  Hamilton 

Peter  Mown 

Edward  Long 

James  Wilson 

Robert  Stewart 

Moses  Martin- 

Solomon  Wade 

Arehbald  Stewart 

James  Oroeett 

David  Hopkins 

John  Yonng 

Joshua  Con key 

David  Wilson 

Verier  Wood 

Charles  Hutchon 

fEk!/}pr^l 

Jmnar  25'''  1775    Read  in  Council,  av<^  thf 

toOicr  Ck)EflLdei:EitJ.oa 

theroDf  ]-mt[)-?^E>i 

mW  DARTMOUTH  TO  LT.  GOV.  COLDEN 

[Lond.  Doc.  XLIV.] 

Wiiiteliall  Dec- 10"'  1774. 
Sir, 

I  liave  received  yoiir  letters  N".  6  &  7  and  have  laid  them 
before  the  King,  together  with  the  Petition  &  affi<lavit  inclosed 
in  the  first  of  them,  relative  to  the  lawless  and  violent  proceed- 


ed bvGoO»^Ic 


890 

ings  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Bennington, 
as  claim  lands  in  that  Township  under  Grants  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

The  circumstances  attending  those  Disturbances  are  very 
alarming  ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  those  parts  of  the  Province  axe 
now  an  Asylum  for  Fugitives  from  every  other  part  of  America, 
it  certainly  is  become  an  object  that  deserves  the  fullest  atten- 
tion. I  cannot  however  be  of  opinion  that  the  assistance  of  the 
King's  Troops  ought  to  be  called  for  until  every  other  effort  has 
been  tried  &  found  insufficient. 

Whenever  the  matter  comes  to  that  Issue  it  will  certainly  be 
Duty  of  the  King's  servants  to  advise  His  Majesty  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  Government  by  an  application  of  a  Military  Force, 
but  I  do  not  at  present  see  sufficient  ground  for  the  adoption  of 
such  a  Measure,  and  I  cannot  be  without  hopes  tliat,  wlien  the 
present  very  alarming  situation  of  the  King's  aifairs  in  North 
America,  from  other  causes,  wiU  leave  our  hands  moreat  liberty, 
some  means  may  be  found  to  accomodate  these  Disputes  witliout 
the  Risk  of  Bloodshed. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  find  snfEcient  Leisure 
tbrsucha  consideration,  and  His  Mnjesty's  subjects  who  have 
claims  in  that  part  of  the  country  under  grants  fi-om  New  York, 
may  rest  assured  that  tlieir  Pretensions  will  meet  witli  every 
Countenance  and  support  that  can  he  shown  consistent  with 
Justice  :  for  I  can  with  truth  say  that  the  conduct  of  that 
Province  in  General,  &  more  especially  in  tlie  present  moment, 
has  been  such  as  justly  intitles  its  well  disposed  and  peaceable 
Inhabitants  to  His  Majesty's  particular  Favor  and  Indulgence  : 
and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure  you  that  their  conduct  is 
seen  in  a  very  favorable  Liglit,  and  the  Wishes  they  have  in 
general  expressed  that  all  violence  might  be  avoided,  &  the 
Sovereign  authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature  miglit  be  sup- 
ported, are  graciously  considered  Iiy  the  King  as  Evidences  of 
their  Respect  &  Affection  for  liis  Majesty,  &  of  the  just  sense 
they  entertain  of  the  Rights  of  the  British  Empire. 
I  am  &«' 

Dartmouth, 
Lieutenant  Gov*  Colden. 
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OUTRAGE  COMMITTED  ON  THE  REV.  BENJAMIN  HOUGH 
BY  THE  BENNINGTON  MOB. 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Golden  Esquire  his 
Majesties  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  province  of 
New  York  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  in 
America  &.". 

Ik  Council 
The  Petition  of  Benjamin  Hough  one  of  liis  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Charlotte  ia 
Behalf  of  himself  and  other  Magistrates  &,  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  Couiity  of  Charlotte,  and  the  County  of 
Albany. 
Most  humbly  Sheweth 

Tliat  with  great  Grief  of  Heart  your  Petitioner  finds  himself 
reduced  to  the  Necessity  of  renewing  his  complaints  against  a 
Confederacy  of  lawless  Rioters  ;  linown  by  the  Name  of  the 
Bennington  Mob,  who  by  a  series  of  the  most  daring  outrages, 
have  so  long  disturbed  tlie  Peace  and  abused  the  Magistrates 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Charlotte,  and  the  North  eastern 
District  of  the  County  of  Albany  with  Impunity. 

That  your  petitioner  in  vain  flattered  liimself,  tliat  the  provi- 
sion made  by  the  Legislattire  at  the  last  Session,  for  preventing 
disorders,  so  disgraceful  to  Government,  would  have  checked 
their  Insolence,  and  contributed  to  tiie  Redress  and  security  of 
the  peaceable  Inhabitants:  But  such  is  tlie  Temper  of  those 
violent  men  hardened  by  a  liepetition  of  the  most  enormous 
offences,  that,  instead  of  being  awed  info  submission  or  forbear- 
ance, they  are  actually  proceediiig  in  tlie  accomplishment  of  the 
iniquitous  Resolutions  which  tiiey  long  since  formed  of  laying 
violent  Hands  on  all  wlio  will  not  involve  themselves  in  their 
Crimes,  plundering  them  of  their  property  and  expelling  them 
from  the  Country. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  this  ruinous  project  they  on  the  twenty 
sixth  day  of  January  last,  with  an  armed  Power  seized  and 
bound  your  Petitioner  ;  violently  forced  him  from  his  residence, 
kept  him  in  close  confinement  for  several  days ;  tryed  him  before 
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a  mock  Tribunal ;  condemned  him  to  receiv'c  two  liundred 
Stripes  on  his  naked  Back  ;  carried  that  ignominious  sentence 
into  the  severest  execution  ;  and  then  banished  him  from  the 
Country  on  pain  of  receiving  five  Imndred  Laslies  in  case  he 
should  be  found  within  what  they'  assume  as  their  Jurisdiction. 

That  altliough  they  liad  thus  satiated  their  vengeance  upon 
your  petitioner  and  seen  him  bleeding  and  fainting  under  his 
wouiids ;  and  tho'  tliey  had  dragged  him  suddenly  from  his 
house  without  giving  him  Time  to  provide  himself  for  a  journey 
or  to  settle  his  affairs,  they  would  not  suffer  him  to  return  to  his 
Family  for  a  day;  but  insisted  that  he  should  go  forward  towards 
this  City  of  New  York,  or  Albany  ;  and  to  add  to, their  arrogance 
publickJy  gave  liirii  a  Certificate ;  that  he  had  received  full 
punishment  for  the  crime  with  wlilcli  they  had  charged  him  ;  to 
which  Etliau  Allen  and  Seth  Warner,  two  of  their  principal 
Leaders,  did  not  hesitate  to  Subscribe  tlieir  Names. 

That  tlie  mock  Court,  beibre  which  your  Petitioner  was  thus 
abused  consisted  of  the  following  persons  to  wit,  Etlian  Allen, 
Seth  Warner,  Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Smiderland,  James  Mead, 
Gideon  Warren,  and  Jesse  Sawyer,  who  acted  in  the  double  office 
of  Accusers  and  Judges  ;  That  no  less  than  foUi-  other  persons 
were  appointed  to  execute  tlieir  sentence,  to  wit  Winthrop  Hoyt 
of  Bennington,  Abel  Benedict  of  Arlington  John  Sawer,  & 
another  with  whose  Name  your  petitioner  is  unacquiunted  ;  aud 
that  each  of  them  alteruatly  whipped  your  petitioner  til],  the  full 
Number  of  two  htmdred  stripes  were  inflicted. 

Tiiat  tho  only  pcovooatiou  which  tliey  pretended  foi  (Ml 
barbaious  trealment  was  that  your  petitioner  liad  complained  to 
Government  of  tlieir  former  Misconduct  towards  tlie  Magistrates 
and  Inhabitants  of  tlie  said  Counties  ;  that  he  had  discouraged 
people  from  joining  them  in  tlieir  unwarrantable  proceedings; 
sad  that  lie  Jiad  accepted  and  exercised  tlie  office  of  a  magistrate 
fbr  the  said  County  of  Charlotte  contrary  to  tlieir  Injunctions. 

Tliat  the  said  Rioters  have  publickly  proclaimed  their  inten- 
tion to  treat  every  other  Inliabifant  who  will  not  unite  with  them 
in  their  flagitious  practices  with  the  same  severity. 

That  the  intolerable  Grievances  which  your  petitioner  and 
others  liave  sustained  and  the  Dangers  they  are  daily  exposed  tOj 
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from  the  said  Rioters,  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  several 
Depositions  of  your  petitioners  Daiiie!  Walker  and  Sandy  Ti'ueby- 
whlcli  are  herewith  presented  to  your  Honour,  and  to  which  to 
avoid  prolixity  lie  begs  leave  to  refer. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  fuUy  perswaded  that  unless  some 
protection  is  provided  for  the  said  suffering  inhabitants,  they  will 
soon  be  cruelly  insulted  and  abused  in  their  persons  ;  plundered 
of  their  property ;  and  driven  froni  their  Habitations  in  the 
utmost  wretchedness  and  distress. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  in  behalf  of  himself  and  those  much 
injured  and  unhappy  people  once  more  implores  the  Interposition 
of  Government  for  their  preservation  :  humbly  hoping  that  they 
will  not  be  suffered  thus  to  fall  victims  to  the  Fury  pf  a  licentious 
and  ungovernable  Mob;  but  that  they  will  be  rescued  from  the 
ruin  which  liangs  over  them,  and  placed  in  that  slate  of  security, 
for  which  in  a  Britisli  Governmeut  no  loyal  subject  ever  sued  in 
vain.     And  your  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &« 

Benjamin  Hough. 
(Endorsed     1775,  March  Sth     Head  in  Council.) 


AFFIDAVIT  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  PRECEDING  PETITION. 

TBIAL   AND   SENTENCE    OF   EEV.  BENJAMIN   HOUGH. 

City  of  JS'ew  Tork,  ss.  Benjamin  Hough  one  of  His  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Charlotte  being  duly 
Sworn  on  tlie  .holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  &, 
saitb,  that  on  or  about  the  twenty  Six  day  of  January  last  past 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  Deponent  being  at  some 
distance  from  His  Dwelling  House,  but  in  view  tliereof  observed 
three  persons  Stop  at;  his  door  and  enter  hia  Said  House,  this 
Deponent's  whole  Tamiiy  (except  a  child  of  about  Six  years 
of  age)  being  absent ;  that  immediately  thereupon,  this  Depo- 
nent was  attacked  by  about  thirty  persons  a  Number  of  whom 
were  armed  with  Firelocks  Swords  and  Hatchets  :  That  upon 
tlieir  approach  this  Deponent  attempted  to  get  into  his  House  to 
Secure  Ms  arms  and  Stand  upon  his  Defence  but  that  this  Depo 
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nent  observing  that  Winthorp  Hoyt  of  Bennington  one  of  the 
three  persons  this  Deponent  had  observed  going  into  liis  House 
Stood  at  the  Threshold  of  this  Deponents  Door,  with  this 
Deponents  Sword  and  pistol  in  His  Hands ;  he  this  Deponent 
found  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  either  to  attempt  to  escape  or 
to  make  Resistance.  That  thereupon  Peleg  Sunderland  of  the 
said  County  of  Charlotte,  came  up  to  this  Deponent  with  a 
Hatchet  in  iiis  Hand  and  slapping  tliis  Deponent  on  the  Shoulder 
told  him  he  was  his  prisoner.  That  he  the  said  Peleg  Sunder- 
land and  the  other  persons  who  were  with  him  forced  this 
Deponent  into  a  Sleigh  and  carried  him  about  fifty  Miles  to  tlie 
Southward  of  this  Deponents  place  of  Residence,  to  a  place  by 
them  called  Sunderland,  where  they  kept  this  Deponent  until 
the  thirtieth  of  the  said  Month  of  January  in  close  confinement 
part  of  the  Time  bound,  and  always  under  a  strong  Guard  with 
drawn  Swords.  That  Sylvanus  Brown,  James  Meed,  Samuel 
Campbell,  one  Deviiiels,  one  Powers,  Stephen  Meed  one  Cooly 
and  one  Lymen  were  among  the  persons  who  so  Seized  and 
detained  tliis  Deponent  and  with  Respect  to  the  Rest  of  them 
they  were  either  Strangers  to  this  Deponent,  or  he  cannot 
recollect  theii-  Names  at  present.  That  while  they  had  the 
Deponent  so  in  Custody  at  Sunderland,  some  of  the  said  Rioters 
informed  this  Deponent,  that  he  could  not  have  hisTrial  till  the 
Monday  following  because  tliey  intended  to  send  for  Ethan  Allen 
and  Seth  Warner  who  were  then  at  Bennington  and  who  are  two 
of  the  principal  Ringleaders  of  the  Bennington  Mob,  That  on 
the  said  thirtieth  Day  of  January,  the  said  Rioters  appointed  a 
Court  for  the  Trial  of  this  Deponent  which  consisted  of  the 
following  persons  (to  wit)  the  said  Ethan  Allen,  Seth  Warner, 
Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland,  James  Meed,  Gideon  Warren 
and  Jesse  Sawyer,  and  they  being  seated  ordered  tliis  Deponent 
to  be  brought  before  them  :  That  he  waS  accordingly  brought 
before  them  as  a  prisoner — guarded  by  persons  with  drawn 
Swords.  That  thereupon  the  said  Ethan  Allen  laid  the  three 
following  Accusations  to  the  charge  of  this  Deponent  (to  wit) 
I't  That  this  Deponent  had  complained  to  the  Government  of 
New  York  of  their  [the  Rietors]  mobmg  and  injuring  Benjamin 
Spencer  Esq' and  other  persons.     Si"/  That  the  Deponent  had 
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dissuaded  and  discouraged  the  people  from  joining  tlie  Mob  in 
tlieir  proceedings  and  3*"^  That  the  Deponent  liad  taken  a  com- 
mission of  tlie  peace  under  the  Gopernment  of  New  York,  and 
exercised  his  office  as  a  Magistrate  tor  the  County  of  Charlotte, 
alledging  that  this  Deponent  well  knew  tliat  they  (the  Mob)  did 
not  allow  of  any  Magistrate  there.  TImt  after  tlie  said  accusa- 
tions were  so  made  the  said  Etlian  Allen  toid  tlie  Deponent  that 
he  was  at  Liberty  to  plead  for  himself,  if  he  hadanythingtosay. 
That  this  Deponent  tlien  demanded  of  him  the  said  Etlian  Allen 
and  the  rest  of  the  pretended  Judges  whether  he  (t]iis  Deponent) 
had  ever  done  Injustice  to  any  Man  in  the  Execution  of  his 
Olfice  as  Magistrate  t  To  which  they  answered  tiiat  they  could 
not  charge  him  with  any  Injuslice  in  the  execution  of  his  Office, 
nor  had  they  any  complaint  of  that  kind  to  make  against  him  ; 
the  said  Seth  Warner  in  particular  declaring  that  they  would  as 
willingly  have  him  for  a  Magistrate  as  any  Man  wliatever,  but 
that  they  would  not  under  tlieir  present  circumstances  suffer  any 
Magistrate  at  all.  That  the  Deponent  then  asked  the  said 
pretended  Judges  whetlier  they  could  accuse  this  Deponent  of 
busying  himself  or  intermedling  with  Ilespect  to  Titles  of  Lands'! 
To  which  the  said  Ethan  Alien  answered ;  in  tlie  Negative  and 
that  they  liad  not  heard,  nor  did  they  pretend  to  charge  him  with 
any  thing  of  that  kind.  That  the  Deponent  then  added  that 
witli  respect  to  their  three  cliarges  against  iiim,  that  he  admitted 
them  to  be  true.  Tiiat  lie  had  made  such  complaint  to  the 
Government  of  New  York  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Riotors 
against  the  said  Benjamin  Spencer  and  others.  Tliat  he  had  used 
his  Endeavours  to  dissuade  people  from  joining  the  said  Riotors 
in  their  proceeding,  and  that  he  tiad  accepted  a  Commission  from 
the  said  Government  for  and  exercised  the  office  of  a  Magistrate 
for  the  said  County  of  Charlotte,  and  that  all  tliis  he  had  a  good 
fiight  to  do  and  looked  upon  as  )iis  duty.  That  after  some 
farther  argumentation  the  said  pretended  Judges  withdrew  to 
another  House  to  consider  of  tlieir  Judgment  and  in  about  two 
or  three  Hours  returned  to  the  door  of  the  House,  where  the 
Deponent  remained,  and  ordered  iiim  to  be  broiiglit  out  near  a 
Tree,  where  the  said  pretended  Judges  placed  themselves  encir- 
cled by  a  Number  of  armed  Men,  into  the  Midst  of  wiiicli  Circle 
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this  Deponent  was  conducted  as  a  prisoner  by  four  men  with 
drawn  Swords,  and  tliat  thereupon  the  said  Ethan  Allen  who  all 
along  acted  as  the  chief  or  principal  judge  pronounced  the  follow- 
ing sentence  against  tliis  Deponent,  which  lie  read  from  a  paper, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  to  wit,  That  tliey  liad  erected  a  combi- 
nation of  judicious  men  for  liis  Trial  and  had  accused  him  in  the 
Manner  before  mentioned  {repeating  the  accusation)  That  the 
Deponent  had  pleaded  Self  Justification  which  they  {the  said 
pretended  Judges)  had  found  insuf&cient  to  excuse  him  from 
punishment,  and  tliat  therefore  their  Judgment  was  tiiat  the  Depo- 
nent should  be  tyed  up  to  a  Tree  and  receive  two  hundred  lashes 
on  the  uaked  Back,  and  then  as  soon  as  he  should  be  able  sliould 
depart  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  aud  not  return  again  upon 
pain  of  receiving  five  hundred  Lashes.  ,  That  upon  some  persons 
observing  that  he  this  Deponerit  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
return  while  Matters  remained  in  tlieir  present  condition,  the  said 
Allen  added  no,  not  'till  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known 
in  the  premises.  That  thereupon  this  Deponent  immediately 
had  his  Clothes  taken  off  and  he  was  stripped  to  the  skin,  ajid 
four  pei'sons  being  by  the  said  pretended  Court  appointed  to 
eaiTy  the  said  sentence  into  Execution  this  Deponent  accordingly 
received  the  two  hundred  Lashes  on  his  naked  Back  with  whips 
of  cords  ;  which  Lashes  were  inflicted  by  each  of  the  said 
Executioners  giving  the  Deponent  alternately  a  Number  of 
Lashes,  the'  at  the  close  he  thinks  he  received  from  each  of  them 
ten.  That  the  said  Robert  Cochran  who  declared  himself  to  be 
Adjutant  of  the  Rioters  stood  during  tlie  whole  scene  near  tliis 
Deponent  and  frequently  urged  the  said  Executioners  to  lay  ou 
their  Blows  well  aud  to  strike  harder  and  particularly  repeated 
such  Directions  witli  respect  to  the  last  ten  inflicted  by  each 
of  the  said  Executioners.  That  it  was  often  mentioned  by 
some  of  the  Rioters,  that  if  any  of  this  Deponents  Friends 
should  intercede  or  in  any  Manner  favour  him  they  should  sliare 
the  same  Fate.  That  the  aforesaid  Winthorp  Hoyt  of  Benning- 
ton who  professed  himself  to  be  Drum  Major  Abel  Benedict  of 
ArUugton  and  Joiin  Sawyer  and  a  person  whose  Name  this  Depo- 
nent could  not  learn  were  tlie  four  persons  who  so  whipped  this 
Deponent.     That  this  Deponent  was  very  much  wounded  and 
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bled  considerably  by  the  said  abuse;  And  the  Deponent  being 
very  faint  was  put  into  the  care  of  one  Doctor  Washburn  w!io 
conducted  him  into  a  House,  That  the  Deponent  declared  to  the 
Rioters,  that  it  was  a  great  Hardship,  that  he  was  not  suffei-ed 
to  tali€  care  of  his  Interest  &.  Child  who  was  left  without  Father 
or  Mother  ;  the  deponent's  wife  being  absent  on  a  distant  visit 
to  her  parents.  That  tlie  Rioters  notwitlistauding  insisted  that 
the  sentence  should  be  put  in  Execution  and  the  Deponent  leave 
the  Connti'y  accordingly.  And  the  Deponent  further  saith  that 
after  he  had  been  so  abused  the  said  Ethan  Allen  delivered  him 
a  paper  in  writing  signed  by  him  and  Seth  Warner  ia  the  words 
and  figures  following  to  wit, 

"  Sunderland  January  t!ie  30tli  Day  A  D  1776.  This  may  certify  tlie  Inhabi. 
"  tanfs  of  the  Jieiv  Hampsliire  Grants  tliat  Benjamin  Hougii  liath  this  Day  rec'd  a 
"  fall  puniahmenf  for  his  crimes  committeii  heretofore  against  this  Country  and 
"  our  Inhabitants,  are  ordered  to  give  him  the  sd  Huff  free  and  unmolested  Pnsport 
"  toward  the  City  ot  Keiv  York  or  to  the  TVestward  uf  our  Grants  ho  boliaving 
"  as  becomcth  Givea  nnder  our  Hands  the  Day  a,nd  Date  aforesaid. 

"  EinAN  Allem 
"  Seth  WinsEa" 

And  he  this  Deponent  having  recovered  his  strength  tiie  nest 
Day  proceeded  on  Toot  on  !iis  Journey  towards  the  City  of  New 
York.  That  while  this  Deponent  was  iu  custody  of  the  said 
Rioters  he  Jieard  the  said  Ethan  Allen  say,  that  ho  expected  tiiey 
should  be  obiiged  to  drive  oif  all  tlie  Durhamites  (meaning  the 
Inliabitants  of  the  Town  of  Durham  in  the  Coiuity  of  Charlotte.) 
That  this  Deponent  frequently  heard  the  said  Rioters  Declare 
that  they  would  have  little  Walker  (meaning  Daniel  Walker) 
and  Thomas  Bracton  (tlie  Constable  that  served  under  this  Depo- 
nent) if  they  could  be  found  above  Ground  and  that  they  further 
threatenett  that  they  would  for  the  future  be  more  severe 
with  the  damned  Yorkers  (meaning  persons  who  would  not  join 
with  them  in  theii'  riotous  proceedings)  and  would  wiup  them 
within  an  Inch  of  their  Lives.  That  tor  the  future  tliey  would 
not  be  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  giving  thera  a  Trial ;  but 
that  tlif  persons  who  niet  with  sliould  punish  them  immediately. 
That  this  Deponent  while  he  was  so  confined  heard  tiie  said 
Rioters  furtiier  declare,  that  tliey  were  sorry  that  they  had 
not  inflicted  upon  Doctor  Adams  (who  lived  in  Arlington  and 
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against  whom  they  had  taken  offence)  five  huntls'ed  lashes  instead 
of  hoisting  him  up  &  exposing  him  upon  Landlord  Fay's  Sign 
postj  where  was  fixed  a  dead  Catamount.  That  this  DeponenS 
also  heard  the  said  Ethan  Allen  declare  in  the  SMld  Mob  that  he 
expected  shortly  to  have  a  fight  with  the  damned  Toriiers,  for 
that  they  would  hear  how  the  Mob  liad  abused  their  Magistrates^ 
but  that  he  believed  them  to  be  damned  Cowards  or  that  they 
would  have  come  out  against  them  long  before'.  That  this  De- 
ponent on  his  way  to  New  York  called  at  the  house  of  Blisa 
Willoughby  audEbenezer  Cole  Esq'  two  of  his  Majesties  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Albany  residing  near  Bennington. 
That  he  found  them  armed  in  great  Distress  and  Danger  and 
having  people  in  their  Houses  ready  to  take  arms  in  tlieir  De- 
fence in  Case  they  should  be  attacked  by  the  Rioters,  whicli  as 
they  assured  this  Deponent  they  houi-ly  expected.  That  this 
Deponent  on  his  way  to  New  York  also  called  at  Pownal  Town 
part  of  which  lies  -within  the  Manor  of  Eenselaerwyck  as  this. 
Deponent  lias  been  informed  by  t!ie  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Town  I  who  were]  in  great  Commotion  and  uneasiness  on  account 
of  the  said  Rioters.  That  he  understood  from  some  of  the  said 
Inhabitants,  that  they  had  agreed  to  take  leases  for  their  posses- 
sion under  the  proprietor  of  the  said  Manor,  but  that  they  dared 
not  for  fear  of  the  said  Rioters  w!io  had  tlireatned  them  severely 
and  one  of  the  said  Inhabitants  in  particular  told  this  Deponent 
that  lie  had  taken  a  Lease  for  his  Farm  of  the  said  proprietor  but 
should  on  that  account  be  obliged  to  give  it  up.  That  when 
this  Deponent  left  the  said  Pownal  Town  he  met  George  Gardiner 
Es<j'  of  Pownal  Town  aforesaid  also  one  of  liis  Majesty's  Justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  said  County  of  Albany  who  told  the  Depo- 
nent that  the  State  of  the  said  Town  was  very  dangerous  and 
diflicult,  that  he  expected  every  day  to  be  prevented  by  the 
Rioters  from  exercising  liis  olSoe  That  he  was  apprehensive  that 
nnless  Government  should  give  them  some  protection  many  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  would  join  the  said  Rioters  and 
earnestly  entreated  this  Deponent  to  exert  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  procure  such  protection.  Tliat  tliis  Deponent  on  his  way  to 
New  York  conversed  with  James  Clark  who  was  in  iiis  employ 
and  who  informed  this  deponent  (and  which  Deponent  verily 
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believes  to  be  true)  that  since  tliis  Deponent  was  so  seized  by 
the  said  Mob  John  Lord,  Joseph  Randel  &.  Clai'k  tliree  of 

this  Deponents  Neiglibours  had  been  very  much  abused  and 
msulted  by  the  said  Mob,  and  that  the  said  John  Lord  was  turned 
out  of  ]]is  possession  and  obliged  to  fiy  the  Country  And  the 
Deponent  furthev  says  tliat  tlie  said  Mob  robbed  him  of  his  arms 
to  wit,  a  Hanger  and  pistol  whicli  he  has  not  been  able  since  to 
procure.  And  tlie  Deponent  fnrthei'  saith  that  he  has  frequent- 
ly been  informed  and  verily  believes  it  to  be  true  that  t!ie  said 
Rioters  have  a  design  to  put  an  End  to  Law  and  Justice  ia  the 
County  of  Cumberland  and  that  they  went  so  farr  as  to  appoint 
a  Day  upon  which  to  make  the  Attempt :  but  it  did  not  then 
take  place  and  furthes.-  the  Deponent  Saith  not. 

Bekjamin  Hough. 
Sworn'tbis Seventh  day  of  March 
MDCCLXXV.     Before  me 

Danll  Horsmakden. 


City  of  New  York  ss  :  Sabdy  Tsueby  of  Fairfield  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  Farmer  of  full  age  being  sworn  deposetli 
and  Saith.  that  about  the  latter  end  of  January  last  he  saw 
Benjamin  Hough  ot  Hie  County  of  Charlotte  Esq'  at  the  House 
of  Michael  Veel  at  a  place  called  Danby  in  the  said  County. 
That  tlie  said  Benjamin  Hough  was  then  a  prisoner  and  guarded 
by  a  number  of  men,  of  whom  Peleg  Sunderland  (who  is  called 
one  of  the  Captains  of  the  Mob)  appeared  to  have  the  command. 
That  the  Deponent  there  saw  one  of  the  Mob  strike  the  said 
Benjamin  Hough  on  his  Head  once  or  twice  with  a  sheathed 
Cutlass  upon  which  the  Deponent  who  was  a  stranger  to  the  said 
Mob  as  well  as  to  the  said  Benjamin  Hough  from  Motives  of 
Humanity  interfered  and  entreated  them  not  to  use  him  in  that 
Manner  And  the  Deponent  further  saith  that  lie  afterwards  saw 
the  said  Benjamin  Hough  at  the  House  of  Justus  Sherwood  at 
Sunderland  in  the  said  County,  where  he  wa,s  also  kept  in  close 
custody  by  the  said  Rioters,  That  this  Deponent  was  informed 
by  several  of  the  Rioters  that  the  said  Benjamin  Hougli  had 
been  ti'yed  found  guilty  and  condemned  to  receive  two  hundred 
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Lashes  and  that  they  had  aceoidiugly  laid  them  on  tvel!  -.  but 
this  Deponent  was  not  present  at  either  of  the  said  Transactions. 
Tliat  John  Sawyer  of  Arlington  inlbrmed  this  Deponent  that  he 
had  given  the  said  Benjamin  Hough  fifty  of  the  said  Lashes  well 
laid  on,  and  further  saith  not. 

SaXDY    TRI.-E!Sy. 

Sworn  this  Seventh  Day  of  March 
MDCCLXXV.     Before  me 

DakL    HoRSMAKBEiT. 


City  of  New  York  SS  :  Daniel  Walkek  of  t1ie  Township  of 
Durham  in  tlie  County  of  Charlotte  Farmer  being  duly  sivorn 
on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  deposeth  and  Saith 
that  he  is  an  Ijiliabitant  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Durham  \vhicl» 
was  originally  settled  by  people  from  Rhode  Island  under  the 
claim  of  John  Henry  Lidius  and  aftenvards  granted  to  the  said 
settlers  under  the  great  Seal  of  the  province  of  New  York. 
That  he  this  Deponent  M'as  present  when  Ethan  Allen,  Seth 
Warner,  Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland,  Remember  Baker 
and  others  of  the  Bennington  Rioters  held  a  pretended  Court 
for  the  Trial  of  Benjamin  Spencer  Esq'  one  of  liis  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  County  of  Charlotte,  and  saw 
the  said  Rioters  in  part  pnll  down  demolish  and  burn  the  dwell- 
ing honse  of  the  said  Benjamin  Spencer;  That  the  nest  day 
this  Deponent  passing  by  the  dvvelling  house  of  Simpson  Jennings 
then  Coroner  of  the  said  County  ;  tlie  said  Eo.bert  Cochran  being 
in  Company  with  the  said  Remember  Baker  ordered  this  depo- 
nent to  remove,  the  Cribs  of.  Corn  whicli  were  near  the  dwell- 
ing house  of  the  said  Simpson  Jennings  adding  we  well  send  our 
Boys  immediately  to  set  the  house  in  flames,  Tliat  the  Deponent 
did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  said 
Robert  Cocln-an  ;  but  went  io  his  own  house,  from  wlienee  he 
saw  the  house  of  tiie  said  Simpson  Jennings  in  flames  which  re- 
duced it  to  ashes.  And  this  Deponent  further  says,  tliat  he  has 
always  acted  orderly  and  peaceably  towards  Government  and 
inoffensively  towards  his  Neighbours,  Tliat  he  hath  nevertlie- 
less  incurred  the  Resentment  of  the  said   Mob  who  have  from 
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time  to  time  threatned  to  abuse  him  and  turn  liim  out  of  posses, 
sion  ol'  his  Land,  And  as  this  Deponent  has  been  informed  and 
verily  believes  to  be  true  they  have  also  frequently  threatned  to 
burn  his  house  over  his  Head.  And  this  Deponent  saith  that 
he  was  under  continual  apprehensions  of  great  danger  to  his 
person  k  property  by  Reason  of  the  said'  threats  and  violent 
proceedings  of  the  said  Rioters  and  thought  it  necessary  for  his 
own  preservation  (as  in  fact  lie  hath  done)  to  keep  Fire  Arms 
loaded  in  his  dwelling  house  that  he  might  be  ready  to  stand  on 
Ms  defence  whenever  he  should  be  attacked.  And  the  deponent 
farther  saith  that  being  informed  that  Benjamin  Hongh  Esq'  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  County  of 
Charlotte  was  seized  and  carried  oif  by  the  said  Bennington 
Rioters  this  Deponent  and  some  other  persons  made  preparations 
to  rescue  him,  but  found  it  was  too  late.  That  a  few  days  after- 
wards this  deponent  being  on  a  visit  to  Pownal  Town  met  with 
the  said  Benjamin  Hough  after  !ie  had  been  abused  beaten  and 
set  at  Liberty  by  tlie  said  Rioters,  That  tlie  said  Benjamin 
Hongh  shewed  hira  ins  naked  back  wliich  was  then  sore  and 
appeared  to  have  been  much  cut  &  wounded  and  the  waistcoat 
which  he  then  wore  was  stiff  with  Blood.  That  the  Deponent 
on  his  said  Journey  to  pownal  was  informed  that  a  message  had 
been  left  for  him  by  one  of  his  Neighbours,  that  the  Mob  had 
sworn  that  they  would  have  him  if  he  was  abqve  Ground,  That 
this  Deponent  shortly  afterwai-ds  received  a  letter  from  his  Wife, 
informing  him  that  if  he  would  make  an  acknowledgment  to 
the  Mob  and  join  them  in  their  proceedings  or  contribute  to- 
wards their  support,  it  might  be  safe  for  him  to  return  to  liis 
house,  if  not,  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  keep  away.  That  this 
Deponent  not  being  able  to  reconcile  to  his  conscience  the  terms 
imposed  on  him  hy  tlie  said  Rioters,  and  being  at  the  same  time 
apprehensive  of  real  danger  from  the  said  Mob  to  his  person  in 
case  he  should  return,  is  from  motives  of  self  preservation 
obliged  to  quit  iiis  Habitation  and  Family  and  is  well  persuaded 
that  he  cannot  with  any  Degree  of  safety  return  Home  without 
Danger  from  the  said  Rioters.  That  this  Deponent  on  his  way 
to  New  York  called  at  the  House  of  Bliss  Willonghby  Esq--  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  peace  for  tiie  County  of  Albany 
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residing  near  Bennington.  That  he  found  liim  armed  In  grea^ 
distress  &  danger  and  having  people  in  his  House  readj  to  falce 
arms  in  Ms  Defence  in  Case  he  sliould  beattaeiied  by  the  Rioters 
which  he  assured  this  Deponent  he  hourly  expected.  And 
further  tliis  deponejit  saith  not. 

Daniel  ■Walkeb  Jun^ 
Sivom  before  me  this  7'i'  Day  of 
March  MDCCLXXV. 

Dakl  Hobsmamdkn 


City  of  New  York  ss:  Eenjamin  IIocgh  of  the  County  of 
Charlotte  Esquire  and  Daniel  Walker  of  same  County  Farmer 
being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  among,  other  Distresses 
which  the  Inhabitants  of  Durham  and  others  in  the  said  County 
■well  affected  to  Government  labour  under,  it  is  a  generall  conar 
plaint  (which  these  Deponents  have  frequently  heard  and  verily 
believe  to  be  true)  that  they  cannot  have  the  Bfcnefit  of  the  Law, 
or  by  any  Means  recover  the  just  Debts  owing  to  them  by  the 
Eioters,  or  any  of  their  party;  while  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Charlotte  or  his  officei'S  are  permitted  and  encouraged  by  the 
Mob  to  seiTe  processes  upon  all  who  are  friends  to  Government 
And  these  Deponents  have  also  nnderstoodj  and  verily  believe 
that  neither  the  said  Sheriff  or  his  Officers  dare  to  venture  ^vithin 
the  District,  where  the  Rioters  live,  without  express  leave  from 
the  Leaders  of  the  Mob,  That  these  Deponents  have  heai'd  it 
frequently  mentioned  in  conversation  and  verily  believe  it  to  be 
true,  that  about  a  twelve  month  since,  one  of  the  Sheriff  Depu- 
ties, whose  Name  these  Deponents  think  was  Hide  was  escorted 
by  Robert  Cochran  one  of  the  principal  Leaders  of  the  Eioters 
(who  was  armed  with  a  sword  and  pistols)  in  order  to  assist  the 
said  Officer  in  serving  Writts  on  several  persons,  esteemed  by 
the  Rioters.  Friends  to  Government,  which  as  these  Deponents 
understood  and  verily  believe  ivere  served  accordingly.  And 
these  Deponents  further  say  that  they  have  repeatedly  lieard 
several  of  their  Neighbors  in  and  about  Dnrliam  declare  that  they 
had  obtained  processes  out  of  the  Tnferiour  Court  of  Common 
pleas  for  the  said  County  for  just  Debts  due  to  them  from  peoplo 
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of  the  party  of  the  said  Rioters,  but  that  tliey  never  were  able 
lO  get  any  of  them  executed  and  further  these  Deponents  say 
not. 

Benjamin  Hough 
Daniel  Walses 
Sworn  before  me  this  eighteenth 
Day  of  Mai-ch  MDCCLXXV 

Daml  Horsmanden. 


INFORMATION  RECEIVED  OF  A  RIOT  IN  CUMBERLAND  CO. 

In  Council  March  31='  1775. 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  informed  tlie  Council, 
that  he  had  called  them  together  in  Consequence  of  his  having 
received  Information  of  some  Violent  Outrages  and  Disorders 
which  have  lately  happened  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  that 
he  had  requested  CoU  Wella  and  Creaa  Bcusii  Esq''  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  said  County  to  attend  with  thePereons  who  are 
eaii  to  have  brought  the  Intelligence.  The  said  Coll  Wells  and 
M'  Brush  with  the  two  Pei-sons  who  came  Express  attending 
accordingly  were  called  in,  and  being  desired  to  give  a  Relation 
of  what  had  happened.  M'  Brush  informed  his  Honor  and  t!ie 
Board  that  on  Monday  the  13"'  day  of  this  Inst,  about  eighty  Per- 
sons assembled  and  took  Possession  of  the  Court  House  in  West- 
minster in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  in  order  to  pravent  the 
opening  and  holding  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  wliich  were  to  come  on  the  Ensuing  Day: 
That  they  were  in  Part  Armed  and  it  was  then  said  that  others 
were  gathering  and  arming  to  join  them.  That  tlie  Sherif  and 
Magistrates  Assembled  and  sent  several  Messages  to  the  Riotera 
desiring  and  warning  them  to  leave  the  Court  House,  that  they 
repeatedly  refused  and  violently  drove  from  the  Door  the  said 
Messengers.  That  the  Sherif  and  Magistrates  then  went  to  the 
Court  House  and  by  Public  Pi-oclamation  required  tlie  Mob  fe? 
depart,  and  upon  their  refusal  the  Magistrates  ordered  three 
Guns  to  be  fired  into  the  Room  but  above  the  Door  and  in  such 
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a  manner  hs  not  to  injure  their  Persons,  Tliat  thereupon  tlie 
Mob  returned  the  Fire  upon  the  Magistrates  and  their  Assistants 
and  wounded  M'  Justice  Butteriield,  whea  the  Magistrates  fired 
upon  the  gaid  Mob  and  a  Violent  affray  ensued,  ill  which  one  of 
the  Rioters  was  kiDed  and  nine  wounded,  Tliat  on  the  next  day 
the  Justices  opened  tlie  said  Court  and  were  proceeding  to  Busi- 
ness wlien  a  number  of  Persons  partly  of  the  said  Coanty  and 
partly  from  the  Provinces  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Hampshire  assembled,  Surrounded  the  Court  House  and  made 
the  Judges  Sheriff  Clerk  of  the  said  Court  and  several  other  Per- 
sons tlieir  Prisoners,  and  have  Confined  them  in  the  County 
Goal,  That  one  Coekran  who  is  a  notorious  Ringleader  of  the 
Riots  at  Bennington,  was  a  principal  in  this  JVTob,  and  "that  the 
Rioters  have  thi-eatned  to  try  by  their  own  Authority  tlie  Magis- 
trates and  others  whom  they  have  taken  Prisonei-s  lor  the  Mas- 
sacry,  as  they  Term  it,  wliich  they  have  committed — And  the 
said  Coll  Wells,  M'  Brush  and  the  Expresses  being  withdrawn: 
His  Honor  required  the  advice  of  the  Council  in  this  Emer- 
gency. 

Tlie  Council  humbly  advise  that  the  two  Persons  who  came 
Express  do  severally  put  into  Writing  the  particular  Circum- 
stances relating  lo  this  Affair  and  attest  to  the  same,  and  that 
his  Honor  do  send  the  said  Depositions  to  the  General  Assembly 
together  with  a  Message  warmly  urging  them  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  tlie  consideration  of  this  important  Intelligence  and 
adopt  some  effectual  Measures  by  which  a  total  stop  may  be  put 
to  Evils  ,of  so  Alarming  a  Nature,  and  the  principal  Aiders  and 
Abettors  of  such  Violent  Outrages  brouglit  to  Condign  Punish- 
ment. 


ElOT  AND  BLOODSHED  IN  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

City  of  New  Yorlf,  ss  :  Oliver  Church  of  Brattleborough  in 
the  -County  of  Cumberland  of  tlie  Age  of  nineteen  years  and 
Josepii  Hancock  of  Hopkinson  in  the  County  of  Middeses  in 
in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Taylor  of  full  age  being 
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duly  Sworn  severally  make  Oath,  and  first  the  said  Oliver 
Church  for  himself  saith  that  on  tlie  Saturday  next  before  the 
Tuesday  on  which  the  last  Inferiour  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
and  General  Quarter  Sessions  for  tiie  County  of  Cumberland 
was  to  be  held  he  returned  liome  to  Brattleborough  aforesaid 
having  been  absent  about  two  months,  Tliat  the  Deponent  tlien 
beard  it  currently  reported  at  Brattleborough  that  the  Rioters 
had  threatened  tliey  would  meet  in  a  Body  to  prevent  his 
Majestys  Judges  and  Justices  from  opening  the  said  Inferionr 
Courts.  TJiat  on  the  next  day  being  Sunday  WilUam  Patterson 
Esquire  High  SheriiF  of  the  said  County  of  Cumberland  came 
to  Brattleborough  and  confirmed  the  said  Report  and  desired  the 
Inhabitants  to  go  with  hira  the  next  day  to  Westminster  the 
Town  where  the  siiid  Courts  were  to  be  held  to  assist  him  in 
keeping  the  peace  and  Suppressing  the  Rioters.  That  on  the  next 
morning  being  Monday  the  thirteenth  day  of  this  Instant  March 
the  Deponent  with  several  other  Inhabitants  of  Brattleborough. 
to  the  number  of  about  twenty-five  unarmed  except  with  Staves 
attended  the  said  Sheriff  from  Brattleborough  to  Westminster 
and  upon  the  Road  were  joined  by  about  as  many  more  from 
other  Townships  about  fourteen  of  whom  had  Fire  Arms.  That 
upon  their  arrival  at  Westminster  abo'it  sunset  they  found  the 
Court  House  had  been  talren  possession  of  by  between  Eighty 
and  ninety  People  many  of  wliom  had  Fire  Arms  and  the  rest 
in  general  had  Staves  that  they  appeared  very  riotous  and 
Tumultnous.  That  the  said  Sheriff  immediately  went  up  to 
the  Court  House  and  demanded  Entrance,  whicli  they  refused 
guarding  all  the  doors.  Tliat  tliereupon  the  Sheriff  with  a  loud 
voice  made  Proclamation  for  the  said  Rioters  to  disperse.  That 
several  of  tlie  said  Rioters  and  in  Particular  one  Ciiarles  Daven- 
port of  FuDiam  in  the  said  County  of  Cumberland  Carpenter 
cried  out  that  they  would  stay  as  long  as  they  pleased  and  that 
neither  tlie  said  Sheriff  or  any  of  Ids  men  should  have  entrance 
there  and  that  if  he  offered  to  take  possession  of  the  said  Court. 
House  they  would  send  him  and  alt  his  men  to  Hell  in  fifteen 
minutes.  That  soon  after  the  said  Sheriff  sent  tlie  Deponent  and 
the  Deponents  Fatlier  witli  warrants  to  collect  fartlier  assistance 
and  the  Deponent  of  his  own  Knowledge  can  depose  nothing 
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further  of  the  Transactions  of  the  said  Rioters  at  the  Court 
House  being  prevented  from  returning  by  being  talien  Siek 
through  Fatigue.  That  besides  the  above  named  Cliarles  Daren- 
port  he  saw  among  the  Rioters  who  had  so  taken  possession 
of  the  Court  House,— Leonard  Spalding  of  Putney  Farmer, 
Hosea  Miller  of  Fulliam  yeoman  and  Daniel  Serjeant  of  Fulham 
Farmer  all  these  appeared  to  be  principally  active  and  besides 
these  the  Deponent  recollects  to  have  seen  among  the  said  Riot- 
ers Fairbank  Moore  Junior  of  Fulham  Farmer,  and  Elias  Wilder 
Junior  of  Fulham  Farmer.  That  botli  tlie  above  Deponents 
have  heard  and  verily  believe  it  to  be  true  it  being  the  common 
Report  that  afterwards  on  the  Evening  of  the  same  thirteenth 
day  of  March  the  said  Sheriff  and  the  Magistrates  after  iiaving 
Repeatedly  required  tlie  said  Rioters  to  disperse  without  effect 
did  about  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  Evening  pick  out  Ten  or  a 
dozen  of  liis  Party  and  arming  them  with  staves  except  one  who 
had  a  Sword  and  directed  them  to  take  possession  of  the  Court 
House,  that  they  attempted  it  twice  but  were  beat  back,  that 
thereupon  to  intimidate  them  tliree  Guns  were  fired  over  their 
heads  just  above  tlie  Door.  That  thereupon  tlie  mob  returned 
the  fire  from  tiie  House.  That  one  of  their  Balls  entered  the 
Cuff  of  the  Goat  of  Benjamin  Butterfield  Esquire  one  of  hia 
M^estys  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  County  of  Cumberland 
which  went  out  of  the  elbow  without  hurting  liim  and  another 
went  through  his  Coat  Sleeve  and  just  grazed  the  Skin.  That 
a  pistol  was  discharged  by  one  of  the  Rioters  at  Benjamin  But- 
terfield the  Son  of  the  above  named  Justice  Butterfield  so  near 
that  tlie  Powder  burnt  a  ]ai-ge  liole  in  the  breast  of  Jiis  Coat  and 
one  William  Williams  received  a  large  wound  in  the  head  by 
one  of  the  Balls  discharged  by  tlie  said  Rioters.  That  thereupon 
the  Sherilfs  Party  to  tlie  number  of  four  or  five  fired  upon  the 
Rioters  aiul  killed  one  besides  wounding  several  others  wlien 
the  Slieriff  Commanded  his  Party  not  fire  any  more  bnt  to  push 
foward  with  their  Staves  whicli  they  did  and  finally  took  posses- 
sion of  the  Court  House  after  much  Resistance  and  several  of 
the  Rioters  Prisoners  that  thereupon  the  Riotei-s  sent  Parties  all 
armed  to  New  Hampshire  and  tlie  Neighbouring  Counties  for 
more  force.    Tliat  the  next  morning  the  Prisoners  so  taken  were 
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discharged  certaia  accounts  having  been  received  that  the  Rioters 
were  returning  with  Eeinforcements  and  the  deponent  Oliver 
Church  farther  saith  that  on  Wednesday  tlie  fifteenth  Instants 
being  at  BrattleborougU  he  saw  about  sixty  Rioters  going  towai'ds 
Westminster  armed  ami  headed  by  one  Cociiran  who  said  he 
was  t!ie  Captain  of  tlie  Green  Mountain  Boys  and  declared  he 
would  have  Revenge  for  t!ie  man  that  was  killed  and  tliose  that 
were  wounded  and-  his  Company  decliU'ed  in  general  that  they 
would  have  blood  for  blood  particujai-]y  saying  that  tliey  would 
have  the  Blood  of  the  said  SJierllf  Samuel  Gale  Clerk  of  tlie  said 
County  and  one  Lieutenfint  Osgood :  And  the  said  Joseph  Han- 
cock for  himself  further  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  ^i-ai'ned  by 
the  said  Oliver  Church  to  go  to  Westminister  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Sheriff  and  Magistrates  That  lie  went  from  Ba'attlehorough 
early  on  Tuesday  morning  the  fourteenth  instant  with  about  four- 
teen others  and  met  several  Flying  parties  of  the  Mob  who  said 
there  would  be  another  Rally  and  tiiey  expected  a  second  Engage- 
ment That  when  they  arrived  at  Westminister  which  was  about 
noon  of  that  Day  they  found  the  Court  had  met  and  adjourned  to 
the  afternoon  and  thatevery  thing  was  in  great  confusion  from  an 
expectation  of  the  Return  of  tlie  Rioters  Tliat  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day  the  Rioters  began  to  come  up  in  seveud  parties  whereupon 
as  the  Deponent  has  heard  and  believes  the  Judges  adjourned  the 
Courts  to  the  next  Town  no  Business  having  been  done  That  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  Deponent  was  in  the  said  Court 
House  with  tlie  said  Sheriff  the  mob  having  by  this  time  collected 
a  Sti'ong  Body  to  the  amount  of  about  Tliree  hundred,  That 
two  of  them  came  into  the  Court  House  to  the  said  Sheriff  one 
of  whom  threatned  and  insulted  the  Sheriff  and  declared  that  the 
Judges  sliotild  be  brought  out  before  the  Mob  and  make 
acknowledgements  to  tlieir  satisfaction  Tliat  they  would  pull 
down  the  Court  House  That  the  Sheriff  and  all  that  had  a 
hand  in  perpetrating  the  horrid  Massacre  aa  he  expressed  himself 
should  be  talcen  into  custody  and  put  in  irons.  That  the  Depo- 
nent went  out  of  the  Court  House  when  it  was  immediately 
surrounded  by  the  Mob  who  took  possession  of  the  Doors  and 
woidd  let  none  but  their  own  parly  into  or  out  of  the  House 
That  as  soon  as  the  Deponent  got  put  of  the  house  he  understood 
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from  General  talk  ont  of  doors  tliat  the  People  from  Fulham 
Putney  and  the  neighbouring  Towns  liad  come  up  so  exasperated 
that  tiiey  liad  determined  to  fire  upon  every  person  tbey  should 
find  in  the  Court  House  until  they  hail  taken  their  own  satisfac- 
tion but  that  they  had  been  preventeil  by  some  who  came  from 
New  Hampshire  That  as  soon  as  the  said  Mob  bad  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  Court  House  as  last  above  mentioned  and  had  thereby 
made  prisoners  of  the  Sheriff  and  some  of  his  party  and  also  of 
some  of  the  Magistrates  they  sent  out  several  parties  to  pick  up 
sucli  of  the  Sheriff's  party  as  they  conld  find  and  to  wajday  the 
Roads  that  they  sliould  not  escape  and  tlie  Deponent  saitli  he 
saw  a  Hody  of  about  twelve  witli  a  Leader  come  to  Tavern  in 
Westminister  to  appreliend  one  ICnights  an  Attorney  oneSeijeant 
a  Constable  and  the  said  William  Williams  all  of  tlie  Sheriffe 
Posse  Tiiat  the  next  morning  about  eight  or  nine  o'cloeic  the 
Deponent  going  towards  the  Court  House  saw  a  Pai'ty  of  tlie 
Rioters  who  bad  made  Prisoner  of  Oliver  Wells  who  is  one  of 
the  son's  of  Judge  Wells  and  M'  Hill  an  Inhabitant  of  West- 
minister both  of  whom  they  cariied  to  and  imprisoned  in  the 
Court  House  That  sliortly  after  tliis  Leonard  Spalding  above 
mentioned  charged  the  Deponent  with  having  been  one  of  those 
who  came  to  reinforce  the  Slieriff  whereupon  lie  was  surrounded 
stopt  and  examined  but  was  at  length  permitted  to  go  at  large 
upon  proof  being  given  that  he  was  not  an  Inlmbitimt  of  this 
province  That  shortly  after  the  Deponent  saw  one  Thomas  Ellis 
one  of  the  Sheriffs  posse  seized  by  another  Party  of  the  Kioters 
and  confined  in  the  Court  house  and  soon  afterbeingat  the  House 
of  Crean  Brush  Esquire  he  saw  a  fresli  party  of  about  three 
hundred  Rioters  armed  headed  by  Solomon  Hervey  of  Fulhara 
Practitioner  of  Physic  \vlio  arrived  witli  a  Drum  beating  having 
in  their  Custody  four  more  of  the  SlieriSs  party  who  being  on 
their  way  home  had  been  intercepted  by  tins  Party  of  the  Rioters 
and  after  they  had  been  examined  by  them  before  tlie  Court 
House  were  dismissed  first  being  disarmed  and  had  a  pass  given 
them  Signed  by  the  said  Solomon  Hervey  who  was  lately  ap 
pointed  a  Colonel  among  them  at  a  County  Convention  held  about 
three  weeks  before  at  Westminister  for  Redress  of  Grievances 
when  they  appointed  as  the  Deponent  has  heard  and  believes  a 
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variety  of  Field  Officera  to  command  their  Forces  That  upon 
tlie  morning  of  tliis  Day  as  the  Deponent  passed  and  repassed 
among  tlie  mob  he  observed  they  were  very  violent  and  from 
what  tlie  Deponent  heard  them 'say  to  one  another  he  is  appre- 
hensive of  the  worst  consequences  to  the  persons  confined  by 
them  as  aforesaid  some  of  the  Mob  spealiing  as  tho'  they  were 
desirous  to  iire  vollies  tlu-o  the  House  others  as  tho'  tliey  wanted 
to  have  the  Sheriff  turned  out  to  them  and  one  man  in  particular 
said  his  flesh  crawled  to  be  tomahawking  tiiem  that  they  called 
those  who  are  for  supporting  order  and  Government  Tories  and 
the  Deponent  heard  many  of  the  Rioters  say  they  saw  now  what 
the  damned  Tories  would  be  at  that  they  were  a  pack  of 
murderers  and  they  wanted  to  serve  them  in  their  own  kind  tliat 
in  the  mean  time  the  wife  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale  and  the  wife 
of  the  above  mentioned  M''  Hill  obtained  leave  to  speak  to  their 
Husbands  under  confinement  in  the  Court  House  as  aforesaid 
and  upon  their  return  M''*  Gale  told  the  Deponent  tliat  her 
Husband  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  lier  in  a  whisper  to 
desire  her  to  send  the  Deponent  to  Mr=  Wells  her  mother 
requesting  she  would  send  somebody  immediately  to  the  City  of 
New  York  to  acquaint  Colonel  Wells  and  M^  Brush  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Rioters  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
might  be  apprized  of  their  Situation  and  send  them  relief  without 
Delay  at  the  same  time  desiring  that  she  would  send  some 
Person  npon  whom  no  suspicion  could  fall  for  that  he  feared  if 
the  Rioters  discovered  the  attempt  they  would  massacre  the 
Prisoners  without  mercy  that  the  Deponent  at  M"  Gales  request 
immediately  set  off  to  Erattleborough  with  this  message  to  M« 
Wells  and  went  in  company  witli  those  who  had  the  pass  from 
Solomon  Hervey  as  abovementioned  tliat  they  had  not  got  a  mile 
on  their  Journey  before  they  were  taken  Prisoners  again  by 
another  party  of  the  Mob  but  were  released  upon  producing  the 
said  pass  That  npon  tlie  Road  the  Deponent  saw  Robert  Cockran 
armed  with  a  Sword  and  Pistols  who  said  he  was  Captain  of  the 
Boys  of  tlie  Green  mountains  That  there  was  Fifty  pounds 
reward  offered  for  taking  iiim  and  tauntingly  asked  why  the 
Deponent  and  tliose  that  were  witli  him  did  not  attempt  it  That 
the  said  Robert  Cockran  said  he  was  going  to  Westminister  to 
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see  the  matter  settled  and  have  Revenge  that  he  had  left  his 
Parly  passing  the  West  Eiver  that  he  had  heard  that  Lawyer 
Knights  Josiah  Arms  of  Brattieborough  and  Lieutenant  Osgood 
of  New  Fane  had  assisted  the  Sheriff  and  that  he  would  have 
them  if  they  continued  upon  Earth  that  he  would  see  who=  was 
for  tlie  Lord  and  who  was  for  Balaam  that  shortly  the  Deponent 
met  the  party  of  the  said  Robert  Cockran  consisting  of  about 
forty  or  fifty  men  mostly  armed  That  upon  the  Deponent's 
arrival  at  Judge  Wells'  M''=  Wells  desired  the  Deponent  and  the 
said  Oliver  Church  to  proceed  to  New  York  with  this  informa- 
tion with  all  speed  That  they  set  off  a  little  after  midnight  the 
same  day  and  arrived  here  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday  last  and 
the  Deponent  saith  that  he  doth  not  know  the  Name  of  any  of 
the  said  Rioters  except  the  said  Robert  Cockran  the  Deponent 
being  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  a  Stranger  in 
that  part  of  this  Province  and  further  the  Deponents  say  not. 
Sworn  in  Council  the  22"^  Oliver  Church 

March  1775  before  me  Joseph  Hancock, 

Dak.  HoRSMftNDEN. 

And  the  Deponents  further  say  that  the  pretext  for  the 
Discontents  in  the  said  County  of  Cumberland  as  given  out  by 
some  is  that  many  persons  were  sued  for  Debts  and  were  at  the 
same  Time  unable  to  recover  what  is  due  to  them  in  the  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  that  they  believe  a  design  was 
formed  and  entred  upon  lor  shutting  up  the  Courts  of  Justice  to 
prevent  tliose  who  were  in  Debt  from  being  prosecuted  by  their 
Creditors. 

Sworn  in  Council  the  22"^  Oliver  Church 

March  1775  before  me  Joseph  Hakcock 

Dan.  Horsmanden. 
New  Tork  Secretai'js  Office  March  23'i  1775 


City  of  New  York  ss.  John  Griffin  of  the  Township  of 
Bral  tie  borough  in  the  Counly  of  Cumberland,  farmer,  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  Deposeth 
and  saith  tliat  this  Deponent  on  the  thirteenth  Day  of  March 
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last  (tlie  Day  before  the  sitting  of  tbe  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  qnai'ter  Sessions  for  tlie  said  County  of  CnmberJand)  towards 
the  eveuing.came  into  Westminster  the  County  Town  where  the 
Courts  for  the  said  County  are  held.  That  this  Deponent  found 
that  a  great  number  of  persons  riotously  assembled,  not  less  he 
believes  than  Eighty  had  taken  possession  of  the  Conrt  House  & 
Goal  of  the  said  County  k  a  number  of  persons  armed  withClabs 
were  guarding  the  Doors,  ivhich  this  Deponent  was  informed  was 
done  in  order  to  prevent  the  Court  from  Sitting  or  doing  any 
Business.  That  the  Sheriif  went  up  to  the  Door  of  the  Court 
House  and  ordered  the  said  Rioters  to  disperse  &  gave  them  as 
the  Deponent  then  understood  k  verily  believes  fifteen  minutes 
time  to  comply  therewith.  That  the  Sheriff  wailed  between 
two  &  three  hours  expecting  the  said  Rioters  would  depart  fMm 
the  said  Court  liouse  and  Goal,  but  finding  they  did  not  he  went 
up  to  the  said  Court  House  a  second  Wme  attended  by  some  of 
the  Magistrates  k  a  party  of  Men  and  repeated  his  orders  that 
they  should  immediately  disperse  which  they  refused  ;  declaring 
that  if  he  .or  any  other  person  attempted  to  come  into  the  Court 
house  they  would  beat  out  their  Brains.  That  the  Sheriff  then 
attempted  to  enter  the  Conrt  house  &  advanced  to  the  upper- 
most of  the  three  steps  which  led  to  the  Door  but  was  pushed 
or  knocked  down  by  the  Rioters  and  renewing  his  Attempt  a 
second  time  received  the  same  Treatment.  That  a  few  of  the 
Sheriff's  posse  forced  themselves  into  the  Court  house  but  were 
beat  back  by  the  Clubs  of  the  Rioters.  That  tlie  Sheriif  then 
ordered  the  posse  to  fire.  That  it  is  said  &  generally  understood 
that  the  first  fire  from  the  Sheriffs  posse  was  only  intended  to 
intimidate  the  Rioters  the  Guns  having  been  directed  tobe& 
accordingly  were  raised  with  that  Intent  so  high  as  tliat  charges 
might  pass  over  the  Heads  of  the  Rioters.  That  the  Rioters 
returned  a  Discharge  of  Guns  or  Pistols  on  their  part.  That  the 
Sheriff's  posse  then  fired  three  or  four  Guns  into  the  Court  house. 
That  orders  were  given  by  the  Sheriff  for  the  filing  to  cease  and 
BO  more  fire  arms  were  discharged  on  either  siile  That  the 
Slierlff  &  Ills  posse  then  forced  their  Way  into  the  Court  liouse 
with  Clubs  and  an  engagament  ensued  in  which  tlie  Rioters 
were  defeated  &  fled.     That  one  of  the  party  of  the  Rioters 
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William  Frencli  lost  liis  life  by  a  Musket  Ball,  tliat  four  others 
of  the  Rioters  were  wounded.  That  of  the  Sheriffs  posse  a 
Magistrate  and  some  other  persons  were  slightly  wounded. 
That  the  Sheriff  thus  became  possessed  of  the  Coiu-t  House  & 
Goal  &  tilings  remained  in  Quiet  for  that  night.  Tiiat  the  Court 
was  opened  next  morning  at  the  usual  liour  and  adjourned  to  the 
afternoon.  That  in  the  afternoon  tliey  were  surprized  by  an 
Account  that  a  large  party  of  armed  men  were  coming  over 
from  New  Hampshire  &  apprehending  it  miglit  be  with  a  Design 
to  interrupt  tlie  Business  the  Court  tliought  fit  to  adjourn  to  the 
ensuing  June  Term,  That  the  Judges  Sheiif  Clerk  &  officers 
remained  at  the  Court  house  where  they  usuaUy  diet  during  the 
Sitting  of  the  Court.  That  a  few  hours  aferwards  another  party 
armed  came  in  from  Fulham  &  putney  in  the  said  County 
consisting  of  about  forty,  who  as  this  Deponent  then  understood 
and  verily  believes,  after  putting  it  to  vote,  declared  that  they 
would  immediately  fire  into  the  Court  house  &  kill  &  desti'oy  every 
person  there.  That  the  Leaders  of  the  party  from  New  Hamp- 
shire interposed  &  prevented  the  horrid  Resolution  from  being 
executed,  by  guarding  all  the  Doors  &  passages  into  the  Court 
house  That  the  said  Rioters  from  Fulliam  &  Putney  expressed  the 
greatest  Indignation  and  Concern  in  being  disappointed  of  their 
intended  Revenge  &  that  many  of  them  cried  aloud  with  Vexation. 
That  tliey  next  insisted  that  the  Judges  Sheriff  Clerk  &.  others  who 
were  thus  in  prison  in  the  Court  house  should  be  closely  confined 
in  the  Goal,  to  which  the  party  fi'om  New  Hampshire  consented, 
&  accordingly  put  them  all  in  one  of  the  prison  Rooms;  the  Key 
of  which  was  kept  by  one  Butterfield  the  Head  of  the  said  New 
Hampsliire  party  and  there  they  were  kept  in  close  Custody  from 
Wednesday  Night  till  Sunday  Noon.  That  on'  the  Wednesday 
Evening  as  he  thinks  Robert  Cockran  proposed  to  destroy  the 
Court  house  and  all  the  pei^ons  in  it  and  declared  that  he  would 
beat  up  for  volunteers  the  next  morning,  that  this  he  accordingly 
did  the  next  Day  &  inlisted  (as  this  Deponent  was  informed  and 
verily  believes)  about  one  hundred  Men  that  it  was  then  put  to 
vote  by  tliis  Company  (as  this  Deponent  then  understood  &  verily 
believes)  whether  they  should  burn  the  Court  House  and  all 
who  were  in  It  and  it  was  determined  in  favor  of  this  inhuman 
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Resolution  ;  but  tliat  the  party  from  New  Hampshire  again 
interposed  &  prevented  its  taking  effect.  That  Cockran  and  his 
party  frequently  proposed  trying  the  said  Magistrates  and  officers 
of  Justice  by  a  Court  Martial  and  punishing  them  on  the  Spot ; 
but  this  was  prevented  also  by  the  New  Hampshire  party.  That 
the  Rioters  declared  that  they  would  suffer  no  Magistrates  to  act 
but  two,  who  were  to  be  permitted  to  serve  their  own  purposes. 
That  at  length  it  was  agreed  by  the  Rioters  that  Seven  of  the 
persons  so  con&ned  in  the  said  Goal  should  be  set  at  Liberty  wl 
giving  Bond  with  Security  to  John  Hazeltine  the  Chairman  of  the 
Rioters  (as  he  then  understood  &  verily  believes)  on  this  occa- 
sion to  appear  and  take  their  trials  with  the  other  prisoners. 
That  the  following  were  the  persons  who  were  so  bound  (to  wit) 
Thomas  Chandler  Esq''  first  Judge  of  the  said  Court  of  Common 
pleas,  Benjamin  Burt,  Thomas  Sergeant,  Oliver  Well,  Bildad 
Easton  (one  of  the  Sheriffs  Deputies)  Joseph  Willard  and  Johu 
Morse. 

That  it  was  further  determined  by  the  said  Rioters  that  the 
remaining  nine  persons  who  had  been  confined  in  Goal  (to  wit) 
Noah  Sabin  Esq"^.  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Coui-t  of  the 
said  County ;  Benjamin  Butterfield  one  of  the  Assistant  Justices 
of  the  said  Court,  William  Willard  Esq'',  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  peace  Wilham  Patterson  Esq'',  high  Sheritf 
Samuel  Gale  Esq''  Clerk—Benjamin  Gorton — Deputy  Siicriff 
Richard  Hill  one  Cunningham  and  William  Williams  should  be 
sent  prisoners  to  the  Town  of  Northhampton  in  tlie  Comitj 
of  Hampshire  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusett's  Bay  and 
there  confined  in  Goal.  That  a  Guard  of  between  twenty  & 
thii-ty  of  the  Rioters  under  the  Command  of  the  said  Robert 
Cocltran  and  of  an  equal  Number  of  the  Newhampshire  party, 
under  the  Command  of  the  said  Captain  Butterfield  accordingly 
was  appointed  to  convey  tiie  said  nine  persons  to  the  Goal 
aforesaid  and  were  upon  their  March  when  the  Deponent  left 
the  said  County  of  Cumberland.  That  the  principale  and  most 
active  among  the  Rioters  who  took  possession  of  the  Court  house 
manner  aforesaid  wete  Doctor  Jones  of  Rockingham,  Leonard 
Spalding  of  Putney,  Charles  Davenport, one  Haven  aBIacksmith, 
Daniel  Sergeant  one  Hoooker,  one  Knight,  Hoaea  Miller,  Paul 
Vol.  IV.  58 
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Gates  and  Thomas  Boydeii  all  of  Fulham.  That  the  priiicipfil 
aiul  most  active  of  the  Rioters  who  were  concerned  in  the  other 
of  tlie  said  Riotous  proceedings  were,  besides  the  said  Robert 
<!ockran,  Solomon  Harvey  of  Fulham,  Alijah  Lovejoy  of  West- 
minster &  Othniel  Wllkins  of  Guildford  and  further  this  Depo- 
nent saith  that  he  does  verily  believe  that  the  principal  Cause 
of  the  said  Disturbances  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  is  the 
Repugnance  of  the  riotous  part  of  the  Inhabitants  to  be  sued 
for  their  DelDts.  That  two  prisoners  wlio  were  confined  for 
Debt  in  the  said  Goal  were  discharged.  And  the  Deponent 
further  saith,  that  he  understood  that  the  said  Goal  was  nailed 
up  by  Order  of  the  Rioters  and  left  empty  in  that  Condifion  and 
farther  the  Deponent  saith  not.  John  Griffim. 

Sworn  this  27|8">  Dsty  of  March 
1775— Before  me, 

D&S    HoK9MANDEN. 


IT.  GOV.  COIDEN  TO  LORD  DARTMOUTH. 

[Lond.  Dm.  SLV,] 

New  York  5^1.  April  1775. 
Extract,  About  a  month  agoe  I  received  accounts  of  farther 
outrageous  and  most  illegal  proceedings  of  the  Bennington 
Rioters,  of  which  your  Ldp  has  already  heard  so  inlicli.  Their 
Acts  grow  from  time  to  time  more  daring  and  dangerous.  They 
have  now  had  the  hardiness  to  seize  a  justice  of  the  Peace,  to 
try  him  before  a  mock  Tribunal  of  their  own,  foiTOally  to  pass 
sentence  upon  him,  and  after  inflicting  a  punisliment  of  200 
Lashes  on  him,  to  banish  him  from  that  part  of  the  Country, 
wliich  they  call  their  own  Indeed  the  autliority  of  Government 
is  entirely  lost  among  them,  and  I  am  afraid  can  not  be  restored 
but  by  Force.  They  began  with  pretending  only  to  hold  pos- 
session of  tlie  Lands  on  which  they  had  settled,  but  jour  Ldp 
may  be  assured  they  have  extended  their  Designs  much  farther, 
and  are  dayly  growing  more  and  more  formidable  and  dangerous 
to  Government. 

I  have  lately  received  accounts  likewise,  my  Lord  of  a  danger- 
ous Insurrection  in  Cumberland  County  of.  this  Province  whi-ch 
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Is  connected  witli  Massadiusetts  Bay  on  one  side  and  N"ew 
Hampsliife  oa  the  other.  A  number  of  People  in  Cumberland, 
worked  up  by  the  example  and  Influence  of  Massachusets  Bay, 
embraced  the  dangerous  resolution  of  shutting  up  the  Courts  of 
Justice.  With  this  design  they  tooli  Possession  of  tlie  Court 
House  immediately  before  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  and  common  Pleas,  were  to  be  opened  tliere  in  March 
last.  Tiiey  persisted  with  so  much  obstinacy  to  resist  the  Slieriff 
and  his  Posse  that  he  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  fire  arms, 
by  which  one  of  the  Rioters  were  killed  and  several  were 
wounded  upon  which  they  quitted  the  House  and  the  Courts 
were  opened.  But  by  the  next  day  such  numbers  liad  joined 
the  Rioters  from  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Bay,  as 
made  them  too  powerful!  for  the  Magistrates,  they  took  one  of 
the  Judges  the  Sheriffs  clerk  of  the  Court  and  several  other  per- 
sons prisoners  and  after  confining  them  for  sevei'al  days  in  the 
Goal  of  their  own  County  carried  them  into-Massacbusetts  Bay, 
and  put  them  into,  the  Goal  of  North  Hampton  where  they 
remained  when  the  last  accounts  came  Irom  them. 

It  was  necessary,  for  me,  my  Lord,  to  call  upon  the  Assembly 
for  aid,  to  reinstate  the  autliority  of  Government  in  that  countiy 
and  to  bring  the  atrocious  offenders  to  Punishment.  Tliey  have 
given  but  one  thousand  Pounds  for  tins  Purpose  which  is  much 
too  small  a  sum,  but  the  party  in  the  Assembly  who  have  opposed 
every  measure  that  has  a  tendency  to  strengthen  or  support 
Government  by  working  on  the  parcemonious  disposition  of  some 
of  the  Countiy  Members  had  too  much  influence  on  this  occa- 
sion I  am  now  waiting  for  an  answer  from  General  Gage  to  wliom 
I  have  wrote  on  this  affair  in  Cumberland:  by  his  Assistance  I 
hope  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  hold  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
in  that  County,  where  I  am  assured  there  are  some  Imudreds  of 
tl>e  inhabitants  well  affected  to  Government;  and  that  if  the 
Debts  of  the  people  who  have  been  concerned  in  this  outrage, 
were  all  paid,  there  would  not  be  a  sixpence  of  property  left 
among  them. 

It  is  proper  your  Lordship  should  be  informed,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Cumberland  County  have  not  been  made  uneasy  by 
any  dispute  about  the  Title  of  their  Lauds;  those  wlio  have  not 
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obtained  Grants  under  this  Governing  live  in  quiet  ] 
under  tlae  Grants  formerly  made  by  New  Hampsliire,  The  Riot- 
ers have  not  pretended  any  sucli  pretext  for  tlieir  conduct,  tiie 
example  of  Massachusetts  Bay  is  the  only  reason  tliey  have 
assigned.  Yet  I  make  no.  doubt  they  will  be  joined  by  the  Ben- 
nington Rioters,  who  will  endeavor  to  make  one  common  cause 
of  it,  though  they  have  no  connection  hut  in  their  violence  to 
Government. 


PETITION  OF  MESSRS.  HOUGH  AND  WALKER  FOE  RELIEF. 

To  the  honourable  CadwaUaderColden  Esq""  his  Majes- 
ty's Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
in  and  over  the  province  of  New  York  and  the  Ter- 
ritories depending  thereon  in  America  &.•=. 
The  petition  of  Benjamin  Hough  and  Daniel  Walker  Jun"" 
of  the  County  of  Charlotte. 
Most  Humbly  Slieweth 

That  your  Petitioners  being  expelled  from  their  Habitations 
by  the  Bennington  Rioters  were  obliged  to  fly  to  this  City  for 
Refuge  and  protection. 

That  they  are  destitute  of  the  means  of  Support,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  have  been  involving  themselves  in  Debt  for  the 
Necessaries  of  Life. 

That  under  these  deplorable  Circumstances,  they  have  no  other 
prospect  of  Relief  but  from  the  Hand  of  the  humane  &  benevo- 
lent. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray  that  your  Honour 
will  be  favourably  pleased  to  take  their  unhappy  case  into  your 
tender  consideration,  and  to  give  them  your  Countenance  and 
assistance  in  the  premises. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Benjamin  Hough 
Daniel  Walker  Sw 
(Endorsed)     April  7'h  1775     Read  in  Council, 
and  ordered  that  a  Brief  be  issued  in  favor  of  the 
Petitioners. 
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PETITION  OF  THE  CIVIL  OFFICERS  OP  CUMBERLAND  CO.. 

To  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Coldeu  Esquire  His  Majesty's 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  &." 

The  Petition   of  Samuel  Wells  Esquire,  William  Patterson 
Esquire,  High  Sheriff,  and  Samuel  Gale  Esquire  Clerk,  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland. 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  Samuel  Wells  hath  expended  in  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  several  expresses  from  the  County  of 
Cumberland  to  the  City  of  New  York,  bringing  accounts  of  the 
state  of  the  County,  in  order  that  Government  might  he  thereby 
enabled  to  take  the  mOst  proper  steps  to  reinstate  and  maintain 
the  due  administration  of  Justice,  and  for  the  suppression  of 
Riots  in  the  said  County ;  The  sum  of  Forty  three  Pounds 
Fourteen  Shillings  and  six  pence,  an  account  whereof  (A)  is 
herewith  presented. 

Your  Petitioners  are  happy  in  that  they  are  enabled  to  inform 
your  Honor,  that  these  expresses  seem  to  have  been  of  very 
essential  service,  in  disheartning  several  of  the  late  Rioters  j 
and  your  Petitioners  are  humbly  of  opinion  (from  the  last 
accounts),  That  had  it  not  been  for  the  late  unhappy  differences 
in  Massaehusets-Bay,  the  Rioters  would  have  been  so  far 
disheartned,  as  that  the  well  disposed  inhabitants,  would  liave 
been  able  to  have  restored  peace  in  that  County. 

That  your  Petitioner  William  Patterson  hath  expended  in 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  Posse  for  the  purpose  of  suppoi'ting 
and  maintaining  the  course  of  Justice  in  the  said  county  of 
Cumberland,  The  sum  of  Seventy  Seven  Pounds  Twelve  Shillings 
and  Eleven  Pence  farthing,  as  appears  by  the  account  (B)  here- 
with presented,  attested  by  the  Petitioner  under  oath. 

That  your  Petitioner  Samuel  Gale  hath  expended  for  the 
Travelling  chaises  of  the  persons  talien  by  the  Rioters,  and  of 
their  guard  from  Westminister  to  Northampton,and  from  thence 
to  the  City  of  New  York  ;  and  for  the  expenses  of  such  as  ate 
returned,  while  here,  and  to  enable  them  to  return  ;  The  siim 
of  Thirty  two  Pounds  Fifteen  Shillings  and  one  halt  penny,  over 
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and  above  the  sum  of  Forty  Pounds  received  from  your  Honour 
as  appears  by  the  account  (C)  and  affidavit  lierewitii  also 
presented. 

That  The  Expences  of  the  persons  brought  down  to  this  City 
on  the  Thirteenth  Instant  (who  are  not  yet  returned,)  and  from 
theace  to  ting  day,  as  appears  by  the  account  (D)  herewith 
delivered,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  Thirty  one  Pounds  Six 
Shillings  and  Six  Pence  half  penny. 

That  several  of  the  persons  now  here  To  "Wit  Noali  Sabin 
Esq"',  WUlkm  Willard  Esq''  Benj"  Butterfield  Esq',  Richard  Hill, 
and  Samuel  Knight  j  were  brought  away  from  iiome  without 
having  any  time  to  collect  monies  for  their  espences,  and  are 
unable  to  return,  without  some  smail  assistance  j  and  have 
therefore  requested  your  Petitioners  to  lay  their  case  before  your 
Honor,  Hunably  Praying  that  your  Honor  would  be  pleased  to 
grant  them  Thirty  Shillings  each,  making  Seven  Pounds  Ten 
Shillings ;  to  enable  them  {with  what  little  money  they  have 
with  them)  to  bear  tiieir  Expences  home. 

That  from  the  present  ciieumstance  of  the  case,  your  Peti- 
tioners are  under  an  absolute  necessity  of  making  this  applica- 
tion to  your  Honour. 

Your  Petitioners  Therefore  Humbly  pray.  That  your  Honour 
would  be  favourably  pleased,  to  issue  your  warrant  to  the 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  of  the  several  suras  aforesaid,  making 
in  the  wliole  the  sum,  of  One  liundred  and  Ninety  two  Pounds 
Nineteen  Sliillings  and  one  Fai'tliing,  out  of  the  sum  of  One 
Thousand  Pounds,  voted  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly, 
being  so  much  akeady  expended  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  said  Resolve 

And  your  Petitionee  will  ever  Pray  &= 

Sam:  Wells 

May  4"!  1775  Wm  Paterson 

S.  Gale. 

(Endorsed)  1775  May  Z<-^  Read  in  Council 
and  ordered  that  a  warrant  do  Issue  for  the  arao" 
of  the  accounts  within. 
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LT.  GOT.  GOLDEN  TO  LORD  DARTMOUTH. 

CAPTITRE  OF  TICONDEKOGA  BX  THE  GREEN  MOUNTAIN  BOYB. 
[Lond.  Doo.  XLV.l 

New  York,  7  June,  1775. 
Extract,  While  these  transactions  engrossed  the  attention 
■)£  the  City  [of  N,  York]  a  matter  of  greater  importance  was 
carried  on  in  the  Northern  part  of  this  Province  No  less  than 
the  actual  taking  His  Majestys Forts  at  Tienonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  and  making  the  Garrison  Prisoners.  I  have  not  any 
account  my  Lord  of  this  affair,  hut  wliat  I  have  collected  fi-om 
the  current  Reports,  for  all  intelligence  to  Government,  thro' 
the  Country  is  effectually  cut  off.  The  only  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince who  had  any  hand  in  this  expedition,  where  that  set  of 
lawless  people  whom  your  Lordship  has  lieard  much  of  under 
tlie  name  of  the  Bennington  Mob.  They  were  joined  by  a  party 
from  Connecticut  and  an  other  from  Massachusetts  Bay  They 
surprized  the  Garrison  &  took  tlie  Forts  without  opposition. 
The  Prisoners  are  carried  into  Connecticut  Tiiese  people  ad- 
vanced across  a  lake  as  far  as  St  Johns;  took  a  Vessell  there  and 
destroyed  a  number  of  Boats  and  some  Store  Houses.  This  will 
retard  the  operations  which  Governor  Carletoji  will  probably 
undertake  on  this  occasion.  He  aJone  has  it  in  his  power  to  do 
any  thing  in  that  quarter,  and  I  hope  he  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  severely  retaliating  this  wanton  Act  of  Treason, 


ETHAN  ALLEN  TO  THE  N.  T,  PROV,  CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga  20th  July,  1775, 
Respectable  Gentlemen — 

When  I  reilect  on  the  unhappy  controversy  which  hatli  many 
years  subsisted  between  the  government  of  New-York  and  the 
settlers  on  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  and  also  contemplate  on 
the  friendship  and  union  that  hath  lately  taken  place  between 
the  government  and  those  its  former  discontented  subjects,  Id 
making  a  united  resistance  against  ministerial  vengeance  and 
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slavery,  I  cannot  but  indu]ge  fond  hopes  of  reconciliation.  To 
promote  this  salutary  end,  I  shall  contribute  my  influence, 
assuring  your  Honours,  that  your  respectful  treatment  not  only 
to  Mr,  Worner  and  myself,  but  to  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  in 
genera!,  in  forming  them  into  a  battalion,  are  by  them  duly 
regarded,  and  I  will  be  responsible  that  they  will  retaliate  tliis 
favour  by  wholly  hazarding  their  lives,  if  needs  be,  in  the 
common  cause  of  America. 

I  hope  no  gentleman  in  the  Congress  will  retain  any  precon- 
ceived prejudice  against  me,  as  on  my  part  I  shall  not  against 
any  of  them  ;  but  as  soon  as  opportunity  may  permit  and  the 
public  cause  not  suffer  therby,  shall  hold  myself  in  readiness  to 
settle  all  former  disputes  and  grievances  on  honorable  terms. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  devoted,  most  obedient  humble  serv', 

Ethan  Allen. 
To  the  Honble  Provincial  Congress,  New  York 

KoiE.  Seth  "Warnor  was  appointed  Lt.  Col.  of  the  Green  Monntaiii  Eoys  on 
the  1st  Sept.,  1T75,  hj  the  N.  i'.  Prov.  Congress.  A  Memoii-  of  him  has  been 
published  bj  Daniel  Chipman,  Esq. 


DECLARATION  OE  A  CONVENTION  HELD  AT  DORSET 

Sept.  25,  1775. 

[Aeaociatlons  &  MiaceUaneoHs  Papers,  XXX.'^ 

At  a  General  Convention  of  56  Delegates  on  the  new  hampsliire 
Grants  on  the  East  and  west  the  Range  of  Green  mountains 
Representing  36  Towns  on  s"^  Grants  held  at  Dorset  tlie  25"'  day 
Septem''.  by  adjournment  whereas  this  Convention  have  for  a 
serious  of  Years  had  under  there  porticular  Consideration  the 
disingeneus  Conduct  of  the  former  Colony  now  State  of  N  York 
towards  the  Inhabitants  of  that  District  of  Land  Commanly 
Caulled  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  N  Hampshire  Grants  the 
seaveral  Illeagual  unjustifiable  and  unwarraniable  meashures 
they  have  take  to  Deprive  by  frawd  Viollance  and  oppression 
those  inhabitants  of  tliire  property  and  in  particular  thire  Landed 
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Intrest  and  as  this  Convention  have  Reason  to  Expect  a  Contin- 
uance of  the  same  kind  of  Disingenuaty  unless  some  meashures 
Effectual  be  talien  to  form  the  s'l.  Disti'ict  a  Seperate  and  Distinct 
one  from  K  York  and  wliereas  it  at  preasant  appears  to  this 
Convention  that  for  the  foregoing  Reasons  fo  Geather  with  tiie 
distance  of  Rode  whicli  Lies  between  this  Distruct  and  N  York 
that  it  will  be  very  inconvenient  for  tliose  luhabitents  to  associate 
or  Connect  with  them  for  the  time  being  Directly  or  Indirectly 
therefore  this  Convention  being  fully  Convinced  that  it  is  Neasa- 
sery  that  Every  Individual  in  tlie  Unighted  States  of  America 
should  Exart  them  selves  to  there  utmost  ability  in  tl:e  difence 
of  the  Liberties  thereof  and  tliat  tiiis  Convention  may  the  better 
satisfy  the  public  of  there  punctual!  atiachment  to  tlie  s'^  Common 
Cause  at  present  as  well  as  heartaffore  we  do  make  and  subcribe 
the  following  viz — 

Wee  the  Subscribers  Inlmbitants  of  that  District  of  Land 
Commonly  Caulled  and  known  by  the  name  of  tlie  W  hampshire 
Grants  being  leagually  Diligated  and  Othorised  to  Transat  the 
public  and  political  affairs  of  the  affore  s^  District  of  Land  for 
eur  selves  and  Constituants  do  solenmly  Covenent  and  Ingage 
that  I'or  tlie  time  being  we  will  Strictly  and  Religiously  adheare 
to  the  Several  Resolves  passed  in  this  or  a  f«ture  Convention 
Constituted  on  s''  District  by  the  ftee  voice  of  tlie  friends  to 
American  Liberties  that  shall  not  be  Repugnant  to  the  Resolves 
of  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress  Relative  to  the  GeneraJ 
Cause  of  America; 


David  Yaltance 

Ebenr  Hoisington 

Amoi  THrtice 

Saml  Benton 

AbraTiitm  Ives 

SamllViite 

Ira  Allen 

Jolin  Gain 

Mlkel  Dimming 

John  Xinty 

Gideon  Omesly 

Moses  Robinson 

Abrabiim  Undei-iiiU 

James  Meed 

Nathll  Robinson 

■WUlmGn-ge 

Jonas  Fay 

Ruben  Jones 

Martin  poivell 

Edward  Aklr. 

Seth  Warner 

Kuben  Harmon 

Jnseph  Bradly 

Mlkel  Veal 

Nathan  Clavlt 

Elisha  Clark 

Jeiimiah  Clark 

Benjamin  Oarpente. 

ZekioHs  Mallery 

Samuel  Bradley 

Timotliy  Branson 

John  Bnrnham  Jr 

Abnei  Soflly 

Homan  Allen 

Keniiah  Hmy 

Obdnb  Dunham 

Timothy  Barlter 

Francis  Whilmove 

Ebeni  Allen 

WillimWard 

Josepb  Woodward 

SsmI  SalTord 

Thoma  Tuttle 

Leonord  Spaulding 

WiUm  Fitoh 

MBiGooi^le 
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MEMOEANDUxM  OF  THE  OPINIONS  OF  SOME  MEMBEES  OF 
CONGEESS. 

[Misoellaneoue  Papers  XXXIV.] 

Mr  Seeiy  Informs  he  Spoke  to  several  members  of  Congres, 
concerning  Cumberland  Gloucester  as  being  set  of  in  a  new  state 
Particularly  Coll.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia  and  M^  Shiman,  who 
thought' It  an  Improper  Time  at  present,  to  talie  up  an  affair  of 
such  a  nature,  however  deemed  it  adviseable  To  have  a  dele- 
gate at  New  York,  or  Philadelphia,  So  that  they  might  be  ready 
to  answer  for  themseves,  in  case  New  York  should  attempt  to 
have  a  conflrmation  of  their  Claim  over  those  Counties,  and 
deem'd  it  advisable  to  avoid  signing  any  Instrument,  that  would 
by  any  Means,  Bind  them  to.New  York  so  that  they' Could  not 
renew  their  pretensions  a  future  day. 

[No  date;  prob.  1776.J 


'AMES  CLAY  ESQ.  TO  MESSES.  SESSIONS,  &e. 

[  MlsodlaneonB  Papers  XXXVI.  ] 

Gentlemen  Col""  Williams  lias  Earnestly  Requested  me  to 
Call  the  County  Committee  and  the  field  ofEserers  together,  in 
order  to  Procure  Arms  for  those  that  haint  got  none,  which  the 
County  Committee  have  Already  Don  in  their  Instructions  to 
our  Delegates,  and  Col""  Marsh  Informs  me  that  lie  was  Like  to 
get  a  grant  of  money  from  the  Provincel  Congress,  sufficient  to 
Procure  three  Hundred  Arms,  for  the  Benefit  of  t!ie  County, 
and  should  have  got  them,  had  it  not  been  for  that  Letter  which 
M'  Philips  and  some  others  Did  Prevail  upon  the  Committee  to 
send  to  New  York,  together  with  some  other  informations  they 
have  Received,  which  made  them  believe  that  we  were  agoing 
to  Revolt  from  tliem,  since  whicli  they  will  Do  notJiing  for  us, 
untill  they  can  be  assured  that  we  have  no  snoh  intent, 
Now  by  the  advice  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  County 
Committee,  I  earnestly  Request  that  you  would  cs.ll  your 
town   togetlier   that  you   may  know  their   minds   as  a  body, 
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or  as  individnals,  wheatlier  they  Intend  to  Revolt  from 
tlie  State  of  New  Yoi'k  or  not,  and  be  Pleas^  to  send  the 
Proceedings  of  your  Town  to  Westminster  by  your  County 
Committee,  at  their  next  setting  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Novem- 
ber next,  that  the  County  Committee  may  be  able  to  send  to  the 
Provincal  Congress,  the  minds  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County  in  this  Important  affair,  I  Beseacli  of  you,  and  of  every 
member  of  this  Community,  to  act  Candidly  and  uprightly  in 
in  an  affair  of  such  importance  as  this  is,  at  this  Critical  Time, 
your  Coinplyance  with  the  above  Request,  will  greatly  oblige  a 
number  of  the  County  Committee,  and  your  Humble  Servant 
James  Clay  Chairman. 
Putney  Septf  26:  1776. 

To  the  Sub  Committee  in  the  Town' of  Putney. 

P:  S;  I  sent  a  Letter  to  the  Sub  Committees  of  Every  Town 
in   the   County,  Desiering  them   to   meet  as  above   said,  and 
make  Returns,  and  but  fore  TowJis  mat 
A  True  Coppy  Test 

James  Clay  Chairman 

of  the  County  Committee. 


j;  CLAT'S  STATEMENT  AS  TO  CEETAIN  PROCEEDINGS. 

[Misoellajieoiis  PopeiB  XXXVI,] 

James  Clay,  Esqi^  Informs  that  on  the  7"'  day  of  August  last 
Heman  Allen,  Doctor  Fay,  and  Col :  Marsh  came  as  a  Commit- 
tee from  the  other  side  of  the  Green  Mountains  To  Windsor  ; 
when  the  Committees  of  Cumberland  &  Gloucester  were  setting 
at  that  place,  and  begged  to  be  admitted  before  the  Committees 
soon  after  they  were  admitted,  and  read  several  Papers,  some  of 
which  ascertain  the  Boundaries  they  proposed  for  a  New  State 
and  Invited  the  Committee  to  sign  a  Paper  they  had  Consulted 
with  several  members  of  tlie  Continental  Congress  who  advised 
them  to  collect  the  sense  of  the  people  on  tlie  subject — that  the 
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Informant  asked  said  Allen  if  he  supposed'tlie  Continental  Con- 
gress would  take  up  the  affair  at  this  time  in  case  the  people  did 
sign,  that  said  Allen  Aswered  noj  hut  that  some  members  of 
Congress  advised  them  to  Petition— for  if  we  submitted  to  the 
mode  of  Government  now  forming  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
we  should  be  tied  so  that  we  could  not  get  off  in  a  future  day. 
James  Clav. 
Westminster  SO'h  Nov^  1776. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  CONGRESS  AUTHORIZING 


Sir — I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you,  that  it  is  Here  t 
and  generally  believed,  that  Congress  have  authorised  a  Colo. 
Warner  and  certain  other  officers  to  raise  a  regiment  in  this  Stat«, 
at  least  without  the  intervention  of  the  State.  This  measure 
has  given  anxiety  and  disgust  to  several  of  the  first  chai-acters 
in  the  State  who  have  risqued  botli  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  its  defence.  If  such  a  regiment  was  necessary,  men  wortliy 
of  confidence  might  have  been  found  to  raise  it  with  at  least 
equal  success. 

It  is  believed,  sir,  by  some,  that  there  are  designs  of  indivi- 
duals at  least,  to  dismember  this  State.  The  appointments  above 
mentioned,  if  such  there  are,  may  lend  to  tliis  end.  This  State 
is  of  great  importance  in  the  present  war;  without  the  aid  of  this 
State,  or  even  of  the  county  of  Albany  (exclusive  of  every  otlier 
part  of  it,)  the  war  could  not  be  supported  with  less  than  double 
the  present  expense,  if  it  could  be  supported  at  any  rate.  The 
State  will  not  submit  to  be  dismembered ;  and  there  ai-e  not 
wanting  many  respectable  characters,  both  in  the  Senate  and  the 
American  army,  who  intimate  that  they  would  ratlier  submit  to 
a  Tyrant  at  3,000  miles  distance,  Ihan  to  avaricious  or  tyranni- 
cal neighbours. 

In  a  confidence,  sir,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  people  even 
&om  an  individual,  will  not  disoblige,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
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hastily  to  mention  part  of  those  I  liave  heard,  and  hope  you  will 
receive  this  private  letter  with  the  same  friendly  intention  with 
which  it  is  wrote. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"With  great  respect  and  esteem,  su'. 


REPORT  TO  THE  NEW  YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Jas  20,  1777. 

(ftHaoellanetms  Papers  XSXVl.j 

Your  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of  the 
State  of  the  Counties  of  Gloucester  Cumberland  and  Charlotte 
beg  leave  to  report : 

That  violent  disputes  and  animosities  have  arisen  and  still 
subsist  within  the  said  Counties  by  Reason  of  sundry  unjust  and 
iniquitous  Pretensions  anciently  set  up  by  the  States  of  Massa- 
chusets  and  New  Hampshire  against  certam  large  Tracts  of  Land 
within  the  known  Bounds  of  this  State. 

That  Sundry  Persons  have  intruded  into  those  Counties  by 
Virtue  of  Grants  and  Purchases  lor  trifling  Considerations  under 
those  States  particulaiJy  the  latter  and  have  taken  very  large 
and  valuable  Tracts  within  the'said  Counties. 

That  divers  of  those  Persons  altho  repeatedly  offered  Patents 
for  the  Lands  by  them  occupied  by  the  late  Government  of  the 
Colony  of  New  York  have  obstinately  refused  to  receive  the 
same  under  Color  that  the  Fees  of  of&ce  and  quit  Rents  were  too 
great  that  the  said  Lands  did  not  lie  within  this  State  and  other 
frivolous  Pretences. 

That  many  wicked  disaffected  and  turbulent  Persons  for  the 
Promotion  of  their  own  private  Interest  and  other  sinister  and 
base  Designs  have  artfully  fomented  the  said  Animosities  falsely 
alledging  not  only  that  the  said  Counties  are  out  of  the  Bounds 
of  this  State  but  also  that  this  State  and  the  Government  thereof 
are  determined  to  oppress  harrass  and  impoverish  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Counties  and  have  at  Length  incited  many  of 
them  to  disown  tlieir  allegiance  to  this  State. 
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That  Persons  of  Considerable  Rank  Influence  and  Authority 
in  the  neighbouring  States  are  deeply  concerned  in  the  said 
Designs  with  a  view  of  dismembring  this  State  and  for  that  Pur- 
pose have  promulgated  a  Report  that  it  is  tlie  Intention  of  the 
honorable  the  Continental  Congress  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  said  Comities. 

That  such  Report  hath  received  great  weight  and  authority 
from  the  appointment  of  Seth  Warner  to  be  the  Colonel  of  a  Regi- 
ment to  be  raised  within  that  Part  of  this  State  and  to  appoint 
bis  own  officers  independant  of  this  State  and  utterly  contrary 
to  the  usual  mode  of  appointment  in  such  cases  and  also  to  a 
Representation  made  by  this  Convention  of  the  eleventh  Day  of 
July  last. 

That  the  said  Seth  Warner  hath  been  principally  concerned 
in  divers  Riots  Outrages  and  Cruelties  committed  in  the  said 
Counties  in  direct  opposition  to  the  former  Government  of  this 
State  and  is  otherwise  utterly  unfit  to  command  a  Regiment  in 
the  Continental  Service.  From  which  and  from  sundry  other 
Facts  resting  Withia  tiieir  knowledge  the  disaffected  Persons 
aforesaid  do  conclude  and  aifirm  that  the  Congress  ineaut  by  the 
said  appointment  to  give  direct  and  ample  Teslimony  of  their 
Intentions  to  protect  them  in  their  wicked  and  unjust  designs 


That  this .  Convention  hath  not  only  advanced  considerable 
stims  of  money  for  the  Protection  of  the  said  Counties  in  common 
with  other  Parts  of  this  State  but  also  for  their  immediate  and 
particular  Defence  at  their  special  Instance  and  Request. 

That  the  Counties  aforesaid  are  of  great  Extent  and  Fertility 
forming  a  very  considerable  and  very  valuable  Part  of  this  State 
and  that  therefore  it  is  the  Duty  of  this  Convention  to  take  speedy 
and  vigorous  measures  fbr  reducing  them  to  an  obedience  to  the 
same. 

That  other  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  are  greatly  and  justly 
alarmed  at  the  Proceedings  abovement^  and  are  many  of  them 
determined  rather  to  submit  to  the  Tyranny  of  Great  Britain 
than  suffer  so  valuable  a  Territory  to  be  purloined  from  them 
as  they  do  consider  the  Proceedings  with  Respect  to  that  Country 
to  be  in  Consequence  of  a  deep  and  dangerous  Conspiracy  aj 
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their  Uights  and  Privileges  frequently  intimated'  in  the  earlier 
Part  of  the  Dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

Timt  untill  the  Commencement  of  the  present  Contest  with 
Great  Britain  the  Inhabitants  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland 
Counties  in  general  submitted  to  the  Jiu-isdiction  of  this  State 
many  of  them  obtained  coniirmations  of  Title  from  the  late 
Government  and  Justice  was  administered  by  magistrates  of  its 
appointment. 

That  the  Spirit  of  disaffection  hath  been  now  extended  to 
those  Counties  thro  the  arts  and  misrepresentations  of  certaiii 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Chai-lotte  distinguishing  tl 
by  the  name  of  Green  Mountain  Boys  and  others  the  E 
aforesaid. 

That  the  Congress  and  Conventions  of  this  State  have  contem- 
plated the  Effects  of  this  dangerous  Defection  with  silent  Concern 
being  restrained  from  giving  it  effectual  opposition  from  an 
appreliension  that  it  might  at  so  critical  a  Juncture  weaken  our 
Exertions  in  tlie  common  Cause. 

That  taking  advantage  of  this  patient  Forbearance  and  flattered 
by  the  strength  which  they  have  aequired  by  being  embodied 
into  a  Regi  under  the  immediate  authority  of  the  hon:  Cont' 
Congress  in  Derogation  of  the  Rights  of  this  State  the  arrogance 
and  Presumption  of  the  said  Green  Mountain  Boys  and  their 
adherents  are  become  so  far  inflamed  that  they  have  lately  excited 
the_  Inhabitants  of  several  Towns  within  those  Counties  to  join 
with  them  in  assuming  a  total  Independence  of  this  State  chusing 
a  mock  Convention  and  framing  a  Petition  to  Congress  for  its 
sanction  and  approbation  of  their  wicked  and  unprovoked  Revolt. 

That  the  Loss  of  so  great  a  Part  of  this  State  will  not  only 
oppress  the  Remainder  with  the  Payment  of  the  Enormous  Debts 
which  have  accrued  during  the  present  War  but  will  at  every 
future  Period  expose  it  as  to  be  intruded  into  &  overrun,  its 
Jurisdiction  to  be  denied  and  its  authority  set  at  Defiance. 

From  all  which  your  Committee  do  conclude  that  it  is  highly 
oecessary  as  a, preliminary  step  to  the  quieting  of  tlie  aforesaid 
Disturbances  that  it  be 

Resolved  therefore  that  a  pressing  application  be  immediately 
made  to  the  hon  the  Congress  to  whose  Justice  the  said  Insurgents 
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have  appealed  and  on  whose  advice  they  pretend  to  rely  request- 
ing tlieiu  to  interpose  their  authority  and  recommend  to  the  s"! 
Insurgents  a  peaceable  submission  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
State  and  also  to  disband  the  said  Regiment  directed  to  be  raised 
by  M'  Warner  as  this  Convention  hath  chearfully  and  voliintarily 
undertaken  to  raise  a  Regiment  in  addition  to  the  Quota  assigned 
for  tliis  State  by  Congress  have  opened  tiieir  utmost  Resources 
to  the  wants  &  necessities  of  the  American  Army  have  a  very 
great  proportion  of  their  militia  now  in  the  Field  &  are  heartUy 
disposed  to  contribute  to  the  public  service  io  every  Respect  as 
far  as  the  Circumstances  and  abilities  of  the  State  will  permit. 
All  which  nevertheless  is  most  humbly  submitted. 


HON.  A.  TEN  BROECK  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGUESS. 
Sir, 

1  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  safety  of  New  York,  to 
inform  Congress,  that  by  the  arts  and  influence  of  certain 
designing  men,  a  part  of  this  state  hath  been  prevailed  on  to 
revolt,  and  disavow  the  authority  of  its  legislature. 

It  is  our  misfortune  to  be  wounded  so  soon,  sensibly,  while  we 
are  mailing  our  utmost  exertions  in  the  common  cause.  The 
various  evidences  and  informations  we  have  received,  would 
lead  us  to  believe,  that  persons  of  great  influence  in  some  of  our 
sister  states,  have  fostered  and  fomented  these  divisions,  in  order 
to  dismember  this  state,  at  a  time  when,  by  the  inroads  of  our 
common  enemy,  we  were  supposed  to  be  incapacitated  from 
defending  onr  just  claims :  but  as  these  informations  tend  to 
accuse  some  members  of  your  honorable  body  of  being  concerned 
in  this  scheme,  decency  obliges  us  to  suspend  our  belief. 

Tlie  Congress  will,  doubtless,  remember,  that  so  long  ago  as 
in  the  month  of  July  last,  we  complained  of  the  great  injury 
done  us  by  appointing  officers  within  this  state,  without  our 
consent  or  approbation.  "We  could  not  then,  nor  can  we  now, 
perceive  the  reason  of  such  disadvantageous  discrimination 
between  this  state  and  its  neighbors.     We  have  been  taught  to 
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believe  that  each  of  the  United  States  is  entitled  to  equal  rights: 
in  what  manner  the  rights  of  New-York  have  been  forfeited  we 
are  at  a  loss  to  discover.  Although  we  have  never  received  an 
answer  to  our  last  letter  on  this  subject;  yet  did  hope  that  no 
fresh  ground  of  complaint  would  have  been  offered  us. 

Tlie  convention  are  sorry  to  observe,  that  by  conferring  a 
commission  upon  Col.  Warner,  with  authority  to  name  tlie 
of!3cers  of  a  regiment  to  be  raised  independent  of  the  legislature 
of  this  state,  and  witJiin  that  part  which  hath  lately  declared  an 
independence  upon  it,  congress  hath  given  but  too  much  weight 
to  the  insinuations  of  those  who  pretend,  that  your  honorable 
body  are  determined  to  support  these  Insurgents  ;  espeeially  as 
this  Col.  Warner  hath  been  constantly  and  invariably  opposed 
to  the  legislature  of  this  state,  and  hath  been  outlawed  by  the 
late  government  thereof.  However  confiding  in  the  honor 
and  justice  of  the  great  council  of  America,  hope  that  you  have 
been  surprised  into  this  measure. 

By  order  of  the  house, Sir,  I  enclose  you  their  resolution  upon 
the  important  subject  of  this  letter  :  and  I'm  further  to  observe, 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  recal  the  commissions  given  to 
Col.  Warner  and  the  offtcers  under  him ;  as  nothing  else  will  do 
justice  to  us,  and  convince  these  deluded  people,  that  Congress 
have  not  been  prevailed  on  to  assist  in  dismembering  a  state, 
which,  of  all  others,  has  suffered  most  in  the  common  cause. 
The  King  of  Great-Britain  hath,  by  force  of  arms,  taken  from 
us  five  counties  ;  and  an  attempt  is  made,  in  the  midst  of  our 
distresses,  to  purloin  from  us  three  other  counties.  We  must 
consider  the  persons  concerned  in  such  designs,  as  open  enemies 
of  this  state,  and,  in  consequence,  of  all  America.  To  maintain 
our  jurisdiction  over  our  own  subjects  is  become  indi8pensit>ly 
necessary  to  the  authority  of  the  convention ;  nor  wili  any  thing 
less  silence  the  plausible  arguments  by  which  the  disaffected 
delude   oar   constituents,  and  alienate  them  from  the  c 


On  the  success  of  our  efforts  in  tliis  respect,  depends,  too  proba- 
bly, even  the  power  of  the  convention.  It  is  become  a  common 
reiiiaik  in  the  mouths  of  our  most  zealous  friends,  that  if  the 
stale  ia  to  be  rent  assunder,  and  its'  jurisdiction  subverted,  to 

Vol.  IV.  59 
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gratify  its  deluded  and  disorderly  subjects,  it  is  a  folly  to  hazard 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  a  contest  whicli,  in  every  event,  must 
terminate  in  their  ruin.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
respect  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

(By  order,)        A.  Ten  Bhoeck,  P. 
Januaiy  20  1777. 
Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 


GENL  JACOB  BAILEY  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
NEW  YORK  CONVENTION. 

[MiaoeUanooua  Papers  SXXVin.] 

Newberry,  Feb-".  19*1',  1777. 
T)car  Brethren, 

With  tlie  utmost  Concern  for  the  Publick  welfare  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  in  particular  I  take  my  Pen  to  write  when 
I  consider  the  Absolute  nessecty  of  an  Intiere  Union  of  all  the 
Friends  to  truth  the  American  cause  I  mean  and  when  I  see  all 
the  Friends  of  hell  Combined  and  using  all  their  Deiabolicall  Arts 
to  Disunite  us  and  now  the  Deivil  as  usuall  at  the  last  efforts  of 
Changing  themselves  into  angles  of  light  now  pleading  you  were 
abused  by  tlie  State  of  N",  Y,  they  having  taken  away  your 
property  Imposed  upon  you  in  every  shape  you  having  nothing 
better  to  expect  than  as  heretofore.  Now  is  the  time  to  separate 
&c  and  so  far  has  this  timptation  prevailed,  that  a  number 
(not  from  this  County)  has  declared  Independacy  of  the  State 
of  N.  y^.,'  and  the  Committee  of  Dorset  has  Directed  a 
Convention  of  all  the  New  H'.  Grants  to  meet  at  Dorset 
to  fill  up  by  Draft  or  Raising  a  bounty  Collo  Warners 
Begt.  houever  Incoeistant  to  there  own  plann  I  Supose  the 

lA  convention  of  Delegates  purporting  to  be  from  the  several  iowna  and 
countiea  in  tlie  New  Hampshire  grinta  ivaa  held  at  Westminster  on  tlie  15tii 
January,  1777,  ivhen  a  Declaration  of  Independence  was  agreed  to,  and  it  waa 
resolved  that  tlie  new  State  should  hereafter  be  called  "liy  the  name  of  New 
Connect jciit." — Appendix  ia  Pro/.  J.  D.  Bathr's  Address;  in  PamphUls,  Vol. 
22,  inN.  Y.  Stale  Lib. 
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Chieff  of  Cumberland  will  Join  none  from  us.  but  wliicli  way 
for  us  to  steer  I  know  not  I  know  the  Congress  will  not  coutien- 
auce  them  in  there  Independence,  we  are  at  the  greatest  distance 
of  anieof  this  State  we  are  willing  to  be  Subject  to  N.  Y,  but  had 
Rather  be  some  what  handier  to  the  Seat  of  Gov""'  as  we  realey 
see  tlie  want  of  It  I  have  lieard  I  was  chosen  to  waite  on  the 
Congress  in  behalf  of  I  am  also  desiered  by  tlie  Committees 
to  apply  to  Congress  through  our  own  asserableys  for  Proeteotion 
can  I  come  to  you  as  our  assembly  or  not  I  cannot  as  New 
Connecttucte  waite  on  the  Congress  whither  as  the  case  Stands 
we  had  not  better  be  ordered  to  do  dutey  with  Boston  or  S.  H. 
I  am  afraide  not  from  anie  thing  heard  saide  but  the  naturall 
Concequence  that  these  Counties  are  in  danger  of  Ministerial! 
proetection  the  heads  of  the  Green  men  were  with  me  in  Nov. 
they  Insisted  much  on  my  Joyuing  I  refused  but  told  them  first 
to  petition  our  own  Congress  which  tliey  said  should  be  done 
the  16"'  Jan'',  which  I  thot  would  bring  them  to  yow  with  hopes 
some  measures  would  then  be  used  to  heal  old  Defieultys  but 
the  Reverse  hapned  at  that  meeting. 

I  should  have  waited  on  you  before  now  but  I  really  expected 
Col".  Alcot  was  with  you  I  shall  attend  as  soon  as  Possiable  I 
should  think  the  men  raised  under  Hossington  should  be  Paid  and 
kept  for  Servise  if  not  held  none  be  Paid  but  them  that  has  done 
real  Servise  that  wi]l  not  be  much,  but  if  they  are  continued 
they  may  be  servisable  in  future  if  the  whole  money  is  sent  and 
all  that  will  muster  to  be  Paid  and  care  taken  that  no  more 
Billeting  is  paid  than  has  been  in  Servise. 

Tho  the  Frantiers  this  way  has  seemed  to  leave  you  yet  you 
will  ever  care  for  the  whole  I  think  that  ever  and  an  army  of 
observation  is  wanted  liere  it  is  now  both  on  ace*,  of  Internal  as 
well  as  External  Enemys  you  will  advise  as  you  think  best  and 
rely  you  will  do  every  thing  for  the  good  of  the  whole  without 
hav!i]g  any  regard  to  pj'ivate  views  I  am  Gent", 
Tour  most  obedient 

Humble  servant, 

Jacob  Eayley. 
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HON.  A.  TEN  BROECK,  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[March  1^,  1777.J 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  letters  and  resolutions  were  proposed  some  time 
since ;  but  for  reason  with  which  you  need  not  be  troubled, 
%vere  delayed — some  late  proceedings  of  the  disaffected  within 
this  state,  occasions  their  now  being  transmitted. 

am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  convention  are  engaged 
in  establishing  a  firm  and  permanent  system  of  government, 
When  this  important  business  is  accomplished,  they  will  dis- 
patch a  satisfactory  state  of  their  boundaries,  and  the  principles 
on  which  they  are  fonnded,  for  the  information  of  Congress.  In 
the  mean  time,  they  depend  upon  the  justice  of  your  honorable 
house,  in  adopting  every  wise  and  salutary  expedient  to  suppress 
the  mischiefs  that  must  ensue  to  this  state  and  the  general  con- 
federacy, from  the  unjust  and  pernicious  project  of  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New  York  as,  merely,  from  selfish  and  interested 
motives,  have  fomented  tliis  dangerous  insurrection  The 
Congress  may  be  assured,  that  the  spirit  of  defection,  notwith- 
standing all  the  arts  and  violence  of  the  seducers,  is,  by  no 
means,  general.  The  county  of  Gloucester,  and  a  very  great 
part  of  Cumberland  and  Charlotte  counties,  continue  steadfast 
in  their  allegiance  to  this  government.  Brigadier  Gen.  Bayley's 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  will  be  a  sufBcient  proof  of 
the  temper  of  the  people  of  Gloucester  county.  Charlotte  and 
Cumberland  continue  to  be  represented  in  convention  ;  and, 
from  very  late  information,  we  learn,  that  out  of  eighty  members 
which  were  expected  to  have  attended  the  mock  convention  of 
tlie  deluded  subjects  of  this  state,  twenty  only  attended. 

We  are  informed  by  good  authority,  that  Col.  Warner  was 
directed  by  the  general,  to  send  forward  his  men,  as  he  should 
enlist  them,  to  Tyconderoga  ;  notwithstanding  which,  it  appear- 
ed, by  a  return  from  thence,  not  long  since,  that  only  twenty 
four  privates  had  reached  tliat  post ;  nor  is  there  the  least  pros- 
pect of  his  raising  a  number  of  men  which  can  be  an  object  of 
public  concern — though  instead  of  confining  himself  to  the 
Green  Mountain,  as  we  understand  was  the  intention  of  the 
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honourable  Congress,  he  has  had  the  advantages  of  recruiting  in 
Albany  and  other  places. 

Tlse  convention  beg  to  iinow  what  pay  the  honourable  Congress 
have  allowed  for  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  troops  of  horse, 
who  were  employed  in  the  last  campaign,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

(By  order,)  A.  Ten  Broeck,  P. 

Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.  President,  ^c. 


BKIEF  CONSIDERATIONS  ON  THE  SUBJECT  DP 

the   independence   op  VERMONT. 
[MifioellMeous  Papete  SXXIV.  ] 

I't  Would  it  not  be  proper  that  Congress  should  first  determine 
tlie  Jurisdiction  as  tlie  people  of  those  Counties  are  willing  to 
submit  it  to  them. 

2<i  Would  not  the  taking  of  the  Quitrent  unask'd  appear  as 
if  we  were  purchasing  Those  people  to  a  compliance,  and  would 
therefore  take  away  the  merit  of  sucli  an  action  and  seem  as  if 
we  doubted  our  Jurisdiction  over  those  Counties. 

S^  As  the  legislative  body  of  the  State  will  soon  be  formed 
will  it  not  be  more  proper  to  submit  it  to  their  decisioHj  than  a 
Committee  of  Safety,  a  small  part  of  a  body  chosen  by  the 
people  for  the  sole  purposes  of  framing  a  Government  a  body 
who  hit!ierto  lias  regulated  no  more  of  tlie  Internal  policy  of 
the  State,  than  there  was  an  absolute  and  Immediate  necessity 
for. 

4ih  Would  it  not  be  proper  to  call  the  principal  people  of 
those  Counties  before  this  house  hear  their  Complaints  and  know 
the  Terms  they  are  authorized  to  settle  upon. 

5"i  have  not  many  of  the  hampshire  Grants  been  forfeited  by 
the  Grantees  Is  It  equitable  to  confirm  their  titles  in  preference 
to  a  just  one,  tho  theirs  be  of  an  older  date. 

6>i>  [Repetition  of  No.  2.] 
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7""  Are  we  not  rather  precipitate  in  giving  up  so  great  a 
revenue  at  a  time  we  are  not  assured  it  will  have  the  desired 
effect  upon  the  receivers. 

S""  Many  in  those  Counties  hold  lands  under  New  York  by 
purchase  of  officers  rights,  which  togetlier  with  the  fees  comes 
very  high  to  tliem,  in  what  manner  is  it  to  be  setled  when  Tenants 
under  those  people  and  others  under  New  hampshire  are  setled 
on  the  same  lands. 


THOMAS  YOUNGf  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  GBINTS. 

[Miacollancoua  Papers  ZXSIVJ 

Philadelphia  April  ll'h  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Numbers  of  you  are  knowing  to  the  zeal  with  which  I  have 
exerted  myself  iti  jour  Behalf  from  the  Beginning  of  this 
struggle  with  tlie  New  York  Monopolizers.  As  the  Supreme 
Arhiter  of  Right  lias  smiled  on  the  just  Cause  of  North  America 
at  large,  you  in  a  peculiar  Manner  have  been  highly  favored. 
God  has  done  by  you  the  best  Thing  commonly  done  for  out 
species.     He  hag  put  it  fairly  in  your  power  to  heJp  yourselves. 

I  have  taken  the  Minds  of  several  of  t!ie  leading  members  in  the 
Honorable  Continental  Congress,  and  can  assure  you  tliat  you  have 
Nothing  to  do  but  send  attested  Copies  of  the  Recommendation 
to  take  up  government  to  every  Township  in'  your  District;  and 
invite  all  your  Freeholders  and  Inliabitants  to  meet  in  their 
respective  Townsliips  and  chuse  Members  for  a  General  Conven- 
tion, to  meet  at  an  early  Day  to  chuse  Delegates  for  tlie  General 
Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety,  and  to  form  a  Constitution  for 
your  State. 

Your  Friends  here  tell  me  that  some  are  in  Doubt  whether 
Delegates  from  your  District  would  be  admitted  into  Congress.  I 
tell  you  to  organize  fairly,  and  make  the  experiment,  and  I  will 
ensure  you  Success  at  the  Eisque  of  my  Reputation,  as  a  Ma-n 
cf  Honor  or  Common  Sense,  Indeed  they  can  by  no  Means  refuse 
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jou,     ¥on  have  as  good  a  Eight  to  cliuse  how  you  will  be 
governed  and  by  -whom,  as  they  had. 

I  have  recommended  to  your  Committee  the  Constitution  of 
Pennsylvania  for  a  Model,  which  with  a  very  little  alteration,  willj 
in  my  opinion,  come  as  near  perfection  as,  any  thing  yet  concerted 
by  Mankind.  This  Constitution  has  beea  sifted  with  all  the 
Criticism  that  a  Band  of  Despots  were  masters  of,  and  has  hid 
defiance  to  their  united  powers.  The  alteration  I  would  recom- 
mend is,  that  al!  the  Bills  intended  to  be  passed  into  Laws  shoold 
be  laid  before  the  Executive  Board  for  their  perusal  and  propo- 
sals of  amendment.  All  the  Difference  between  such  a  Consti- 
tution and  those  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  in  the  grand  - 
outlines  is  that  in  one  Case  the  Executive  power  can  advise  and 
in  the  other  compel.  For  my  own  part  I  esteem  the  people  at 
large  the  true  proprietors  of  Governmental  power.  They  are 
the  supreme,  constituent  power,  and  of  Course  their  immediate 
Representatives  are  the  supreme  Delegate  power  ;  and  aS  soon 
as  the  delegate  power  gets  too  far  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
constituent  power,  a  Tyranny' is  in  some  degree  established. 

Happy  are  you  in  laying  the  Foundatitn  of  a  new  Govern- 
ment, you  have  a  Digest  drawn  from  the  purest  Fountains  of 
Antiquity,  and  improved  by  the  Readings  and  ohijervations  of 
the  great  Doctor  Franklin,  David  Ritteuliou-ic  Esqr  and  otiiers. 
I  am  certain  you  may  build  on  such  a  Basis,  a  System,  which  will 
transmit  Liberty  &  Happiness  to  posterity. 

Let  the  scandalous  practice  of  bribing  Men  by  places  Commis- 
sions k"  be  held  in  Abhorrence  among  you,  By  entrusting  only 
Men  of  Capacity  and  Integrity  in  public  Affairs,  and  by  obliging 
even  the  best  Men  to  fall  into  the  common  Mass  of  tlie  people 
evei-y  j-ear,  and  be  sensible  of  their  Need  of  the  popular  good 
Will  to  sustain  their  political  Importance,  is  your  Liberties  well 
secured.  These  plans  effectually  promise  this  Security.  May 
almighty  God  smile  upon  your  arduous  and  important  under- 
taking and  inspire  you  with  that  Wisdom,  public  Spirit  &  una- 
nimity which  ensures  success  in  tlie  most  hazardous  Eiiterprizes. 
I  am  Gentlemen 

Your  sincere  Friend  &  hble  Servant 
Thomas  Young, 
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ApEit  13,  1777. 

Your  committee  have  obtained  for  you  a  copy  of  tlie  recom- 
meBdation  of  Congress,  to  all  such  bodys  of  men  as  looked  upon 
themselves  returned  to  a  state  of  nature,  to  adopt  such  govern- 
ment as  should;  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
best  conduce  to  the  happiness  aaid  safety  of  their  constituents  in 
particular  and  America  in  general. 

Tou  may,  perhaps,  think  strange,  that  nothing  further  is  done 
for  you,  at  this  time,  than  to  send  you  this  extract;  but  if  you 
consider,  that  till  you  incorporate  and  actuaJiy  announce  to 
Congress  your  haviug  become  a  body  politic,  they  cannot  treat 
with  you  as  a  free  state.  While  New-York  claims  you  as  sub- 
jects of  that  government,  my  humble  opinion  is,  your  own  good 
s.ense  will  suggest  to  you,  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  availing 
yourselves  of  tlie  same  opportunity  your  assuming  mistress  is 
improving  to  establish  a  dominion  for  herself  and  you  too, 

■A  word  to  the  vnse  is  sufficient.  Thomas  Youkg. 


DECLARATION  BY  THE  PEOPLE  AT  BRATTLEBOROUGH, 

OF  THEIR   AL,LEGIABCE  TO   THE    STATE   OF   NEW    YORK. 
[Miscellaneous  Papers  XXXIX.] 

Brattleborough  Aprul  35  1777 
To  Israel  Smith  Esq'  of  Bratlleborough  iji  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland and  State  of  New  York— You  being  appointed  by  this 
Town,  to  Represent  the  Different  Circnmstances  this  Town  is 
Under  by  means  of  the  Factions  which  Prevals  in  this  and  the 
Neighboring  Counties — We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  a 
Committe  for  the  Purpose  of  Giving  Tou  insfruclions — do  instruct 
you  asFolloweth,  (viz)  that  you  Represent  that  a  Number  of 
Persons  Calling  them  Selves  the  Represeiititives  of  the  County 
in  Conjunciion  with  those  Call'd  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  met 
at  Westminster  in  January  Last  and  Declared  the  Land  known 
by  the  Name  of  the  Newhampshire  Grants  a  Seperate  indepen- 
dent State  that  Not  half  the  Towns  in  this  County  ware  Repre- 
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senteii  in  this  meeting — that  all  the  People  in  this  Town  are 
Loyal  to  the  State  of  New  York  and  think  themselves  in  duty 
Bound  to  Put  in  Execution  all  orders  of  the  Contennental  and 
tliis  State  Congress— and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  the  Greater  Part  of  the  People  in  the  County  who  own 
Propify  are  so — that  these  Factions  are  Carried  so  high  in  Some 
Parts  of  the  County  it  is  dsngroiis  speaking  against  a  New  State — 
that  you  inform  the  Convention  of  the  many  Diflculties  that  have 
subsisted  in  this  County  some  years  hack 

ObADIAH  WiELLS 

Seth  Smith 

SaMLL   WaREINER 

Jameb  Blakeslee 
John  Griffin 
(Endorsed)    Instructions  for  Israel  Smith  Esq 
their  Representative. 


REPORT  TO  THE  N.  Y.  PROV.  CONGRESS  ON  THE 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS  ECA. 
[Misoallaneons  Papers  XXXVII.] 

Four  Committee  directed  to  confer  with  Israel  Smith  agent 
from  the  Township  of  Brattleborough  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  the  said  Israel  Smith  hath  informed  your  Committee  that 
the  Township  of  Brattleborough  aforesaid  labours  under  many 
Inconveniences  and  Disadvantages  some  of  which  are  common 
to  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  Gloucester  &  Charlotte  otiiers 
peculiar  to  some  of  the  Inhabifants  of  the  first  of  the  Sidd 
Counties  and  particularly  the  Township  aforesaid. 

Among  the  former  kind  the  first  in  order  is  the  uncertainty 
of  Titles  to  Land  within  the  said  Counties  arising  from  the 
Peeuliai'ities  of  their  first  Settlement  &  Cultivation  too  numerous 
to  recite  in  this  Report.  By  reason  of  which  uncertainty  unless 
I  by  the  Legislature  for  the  quieting  of 
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Titles  many  of  the  honest  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Counties 
must  he  ruined  by  legal  Contests  with  each  other. 

The  second  is  the  Defect  of  Title  under  this  State  which  in 
some  instances  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  former  Govern- 
ment by  Reason  of  prior  Grants  and  other  Circumstances  which 
it  may  not  be  proper  to  mention  and  which  in  other  Instances 
was  attended  with  such  enormous  Expence  as  to  deter  many 
who  would  otherwise  have  exerted  themselves  to  procure  it.  An 
EvU  which  cannot  be  fully  obviated  but  by  some  general  act  for 
the  Confirmation  of  Lands  within  the  said  Counties. 

The  third  general  Inconvenience  complained  of  is  the  Distance 
of  the  said  Counties  from  the  former  Seat  of  Government.  By  rea- 
son whereof  the  obtaining  of  Justice  is  on  the  one  Hand  rendered 
kborions  tedious  and  expensive  to  the  Inhabitants  and  on  the 
other  the  Influence  of  the  said  Government  over  such  Inhabit- 
ants is  weak  and  disipatetl.  From  whence  results  a  want  of 
Energy  &  vigor  in  the  administration  to  the  great  Encouragement 
of  the  lawless  and  wicked  &  to  the  utter  Distress  and  Euin  of  all 
loyal,  peaceable  and  good  subjects.    But 

The  fourth  general  Inconvenience  and  which  furnishes  the 
broadest  Ground  of  Clamor  and  Complaint  is  the  Exaction  of 
heavy  Quit  Rents  for  tiie  Lands  within  the  said  Counties  which 
they  consider  as  an  Innovation  upon  tiie  Eights  of  Mankind  for 
whose  use  such  Lands  were  given  by  a  bountiful  Providence 
without  reservation  and  which  onglit  not  in  their  opinion  to  be 
charged  witli  Taxes  otlier  than  for  the  general  Support  &  Defence 
of  the  State  and  Government.  Besides  this  tliey  observe  tliat 
the  Regulation  is  exti-emely  Partial  since  thereby  Lands  of  the 
greatest  value  both  as  to  Quality  &  Situation  pay  no  Part  of  a 
Tax  which  lalls  heavy  upon  the  Possessors  of  a  rongl\  or  even 
mountainous  Country  remote  from  the  means  of  obtaining  large 
supplies  of  money  for  discharging  this  unequal  and  of  Conse- 
quence inequitable  Impost.  And  to  this  they  add  tiiat  such 
Quit  Rents  generally  fall  heavy  upon  the  poor  man  who  purchases 
a  small  Farm  and  who  is  burthened  not  only  With  paying  all  the 
arrearages  due  upon  it  but  liable  to  he  turned  out  and  have  Ms 
Property  sold  by  the  Laws  of  this  State  to  pay  the  Quits  of  a 
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large  Patent  in  wliicli-  he  IiatSi  no  other  Interest  than  by  liaving 
purchased  a  small  Part. 

The  particular  Inconveniences  and  Disadvantages  complained 
of  by  the  said  Township  are  that  by  the  steadyattachment  of  the 
Inhabitants  thereof  to  tiiis  State  and  their  unwearied  opposition 
to  the  Independency  claimed  by  sundry  evil  minded  Persons  in 
the  said  Counties  the  said  Inhabitants  are  not  only  become  odious 
to  some  of  their  neighbours  but  from  the  Indolence  or  Disaffection 
of  their  militia  officers  incapable  of  Exerting  themselves  against 
the  common  Enemy  they  having  never  yet  been  called  out  upon 
any  alarm  altho  as  well  from  their  zeal  as  their  Propinquity  to 
Ticonderoga  they  might  be  of  great  utility  whenever  tlie  Enemy 
shall  think  proper  to  make  an  attempt  upon  that  Fortress  or  its 
vicinage.  They  are  also  much  destressed  for  want  of  arms  and 
feel  themselves  under  great  streights  on  account  of  the  Tories 
who  cannot  now  be  dealt  with.  Eor  altho  by  the  late  Resolutions 
of  tills  Convention  the  said  Israel  Smith  is  of  opinion  that  new 
and  more  spirited  measures  wiU  be  taken  against  them  yet  from 
the  distracted  state  of  the  said  County  it  may  be  impracticable 
to  collect  a  County  Committee  for  Defect  whereof  the  said  Reso- 
lutions may  become  ineffectual  altho  perfectly  consonant  to  the 
■Wishes  &  Desires  of  the  People. 

Upon  which  said  Conference  your  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Quieting  or  Confiimation  of  Titles  would  be  ineificacous 
before  the  authority  of  this  State  is  fnlly  acknowledged  witliin 
the  said  Counties  at  which  Time  the  Equity  of  Government  will 
doubtless  upon  the  application  of  its  good  subjects  grant  every 
Relief  which  the  natui-e  of  the  Case  will  admit  of.  Tliat  the 
Distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government  which  is  one  Ground  of 
Complaint  would  not  long  continue  were  tlie  whole  Power  of  the 
State  to  be  confined  to  such  Parts  of  it  as  are  now  settled  but 
must  certainly  depend  under  our  free  and  equal  Constitution 
upon  the  Part  which  those  Counties  may  take  and  the  weight 
which  they  m,ay  easily  acquire  in  the  Legislature.  That  as  to 
the  Complaints  on  the  Score  of  Quit  Rents  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  Resolution  which  is  already  before  the  House 
upon  that  subject  will  be  productive  of  those  Effects  which  they 
seem  to  desire.    Tliat  the  iTiu'nishing  the  said  Inhabitants  with 
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arms  is  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  utterly  impracticable 
of  which  tlaeir  said  agent  may  be  informed.  That  the  odium 
^vhicli  they  have  incurred  from  their  attachment  to  this  State 
is' an  Evil  which  cannot  otherwise  be  remedied  than  by  a  Change 
in  the  opinions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Counties  an  Event 
which  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  will  take  Place  as 
soon  as  they  shall  be  convinced  of  their  true  Interests,  Upon 
the  Remainder  of  the  said  Representation  yoiir  Committee  submit 
the  following  Resolutions. 

lei  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Convention  that 
divers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  who  are 
desirous  of  continuing  the  Subjects  of  tliis  State  are  from  divers 
Reasons  incapable  of  exerting  themselves  in  the  general  Defence 
particularly  from  the  want  of  proper  officers  therefore  Resolved 
that  it  be  recommended  to  such  Inhabitants  to  associat*  as 
follows  to  wit.  "We  the  Subscribers  Subjects  of  the  State  of 
"  New  York  do  associate  together  for  the  Defence  of  the  united 
"  States  agamst  the  King  of  Great  Britain  as  follows  First  we 
"  will  chuse  our  officers  by  vote  of  the  Majority  in  each  respective 
"  Company  or  Regiment.  Secondly  we  will  obey  such  our 
"officers  as  other  the  militia  of  the  said  State.  Thirdly  the 
"names  of  the  said  officers  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Govern- 
"  ment  of  the  said  State  and  to  the  General  in  the  Northern 
"  Department  Lastly  that  this  a,ssociation  shall  continue  in  force 
"  until  revoked  by  proper  authority." 

2d  Wliereas  it  hath  been  suggested  to  this  Convention  that  the 
County  Committee  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  cannot  be 
collected  together  but  with  great  Difficulty,  Resolved  that  any 
Committee  chosen  by  the  Inhabitants  of  tliree  or  more  adjoining 
Townships  witliin  the  said  County  may  exercise  the  Powers 
mentioned  in  the  Resolution  of  the  Instant. 
Al!  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

This  Report  was  bro't  in  &  read  May  lO"'  1777  &  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table  excepting  the  two  Resolutions  marked  N".  1  &  2 
which  were  agreed  to  &  passed. 
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HON.  P.  VAN  CORTLANDT  TO  THE  PRES^  OF  CONGKESS. 

At  a  time  when  the  Councils  and  arms  of  America  should  be 
directed  to  the  defence  of  all  tlie  United  States  against  foreign 
invasion,  it  gives  us  pain  to  find  it  our  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  tlie  domestic  concerns  of  this  state.  A  faction 
in  the  north  eastern  part  of  this  state,  aim  at  separation  from  it, 
and  have  declared  themselves  independent. 

Although  we  apprehend  no  great  difficulties  in  reducing  these 
factious  spirits  to  obedience  and  good  order;  by  the  justice  and 
vigour,  of  the  government  of  this  state,  without  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress, yet  as  a  report  prevails,  and  daily  gains  credit,  that  they  are 
privately  countenanced  in  their  designs  by  certain  members  of 
your  honorable  house,  we  esteem  it  our  duty  to  give  you  this 
information,  that  by  a  proper  resolution  on  that  subject,  the 
reputation  of  Congress  may  cease  to  be  injured  by  imputations 
so  disgraceful  and  dishonorable. 

However  unwilling  we  may  be,  to  entertain  suspicions  so 
disreputable  to  any  member  of  Congress,  yet  the  truth  is,  that  no 
inconsiderable  numbers  of  the  people  of  this  state  do  believe  the 
report  to  be  well  founded,  and  of  course,  their  coniidence  in  the 
justice,  and  their  respect  for  the  determination  of  Congress, 
will,  we  fear,  be  diminished  ;  nor  can  it  be  dfBcult  to  perceive 
what  an  unhappy  influence  sucJi  reports  and  apprehensions  hitve 
on  the  minds  of  the  best  Whigs-  of  this  state,  especially  at  this 
critical  juncture. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  yonr  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

(By  order)  Pierre  Van  Cobtlandt,  P 

May  28.  1777. 
Hon,  John  Hancock,  Esq.  President  &c. 
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JOHN  WIIIIAMS  TO  JNO.  McKSSON  ESdR 

SEc'y   of  the,  new    YORK   CONYEJSTION. 
[  Original  Lottera  XXm.  ] 

New  Perth  June  2Z<i  1777. 
Dear  Sir 

Inclosed  I  have  Transmitted  you  a  Phamplett  Lately  Circulated 
througli  the  Grants,  as  Its  an  answer  to  some  of  our  Proceedings. 
I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  transmitt  it  to  you,  Requesting  you  will 
show  it  to  the  Council  of  Safety  and  after  they  liave  perused  it 
to  forward  it  to  Mess"  Duane  k  Duer,  if  at  Congress.  The 
Inhabitants  on  the  Grants  liave  lately  had  a  meeting  Chose  there 
Deputies  to  sitt  in  Convention,  and  the  Convention  declared  the 
Grant  to  be  an  Independent  State,  Called  by  the  name  of  New 
Vermount'  Another  meeting  is  soon  to  be  lield,  in  order  to 
Chuse  Delegates  to  Represent  them  in  Continental  Congress, 
these  proceedings  lias  thrown  this  County  into  great  Confusion, 
nor  do  I  know  liow  we  shall  proceed  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  favour  of  your  Letter  and  Information  p'  Cap  Conliey,  I 
beleeve  we  have  been  pretty  unanimous  in  the  Election  for 
Governor  &  Lieu'  Governor,  to  witt  Gea'  Scott  &  Clinton,  but 
tliere,  was  very  few  that  voted. 

Tlie  Lott  Number  68  in  Argyle  Belonging  to  Gen'  Scott,  I  must 
beg  you'll  procure  for  me  in  behalf  of  Cap"  Martin,  I  am 
Informed  some  Dther  people  are  after  it— However  I  am  of 
opinion  Gen^  Scott  will  not  Let  any  one  have  it  without  giving 
Cap'  Martin  the  refusal. 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

your  very  Hum«  Serv' 

Jn"  Williams 

1  Tiie  Convention  met  on  the  4tl]  June,  at  Windsor,  and  having  learned  "  that 
a,  distvict  of  land  lying  on  the  Snsquehannah  river  has  been  heretofore  and  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  Hew  Connecticut,"  (the  name  agreed  upon  for  the  new 
State  in  Jan'y,  1777,)  "  which  was  nnknown  to  them  until  some  tune  since  the 
declaration  at  Westtninater  aforesaid,"  they  resolved  that  the  name  be  dropped 
and  the  State  called  Verhoni.  See  Appendix  to  Professor  James  D,  Butler's 
Address  before  ITie  Vt.  Hist.  Soc,  Ociob.  16, 18*6,  in  Pamphlets  in  M.  T.  State 
Lib.,  Vol.  XXII,,  for  the  Declaration  and  Complaints. 
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N.  B.  I  was  at  Oater  Creek  yesterday  and  was  Informed  a 
number  of  Canadians  is  Come  down  a  Cross  the  Greeu  Mountains 
from  Canada  &  says — tliere  are  but  few  Regulars  in  Canada,  but 
useth  the  Inhabitants  very  111,  Nunibers  are  Coming  Down  every 
Day,  Two  Captains  belonging  to  Coll"  Livingstons  Eegim"*  is 
among  them,  they  have  found  a  road  and  Can  Come  in  12  days. 


EESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  OF  NEW  YORK 


ON   RECEIVING   INTELLIGENCE   THAT  VERMONT    IS   ENDEAVOEING 
TO  BE  JNDEPEKDEKT,  JUNE  27,  1777. 

tMiscellaneona  Papers  XXXVXII.] 
The  Committee  to 'whom  was  referred  the  several  Letters 
from  Alexander  Webster  dated  21*'  June  1777,  from  Alexand'  & 
Ebenezer  Clark  &  John  Williams  Esqf  dated  23-'  June  1777, 
k  from  Jacob  Baily  dated  11*''  June  having  considered  the  same 
humbly  report  the  following  Letter  &  resolutions. 

Resolved  that  the  Sheriif  of  the  County  of  Charlotte  return 
the  poll  lists  of  the  names  of  such  persons  as  have  voted  in  the 
County  of  Charlotte  for  Governor  &  Lieutenant  Governor  &  for 
Senators  for  the  eastern  district — and  that  he  return  the  indent- 
ures of  such  persons  as  liave  been  elected  representatives  in 
general  assembly  to  tlie  assembly  of  this  State  at  their  first 
meeting — and  that  the  future  Legislature  of  this  state  will  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee  make  proper  provisions  that  the 
good  Subjects  of  the  County  of  Charlotte  who  have  voted  for 
representatives  in  Gen'  assembly  &  for  Senators  for  the  eastern 
districts  shall  not  bear  more  tlian  tlieir  just  &  due  proportion 
of  the  expence  of  such  Senators  &  representatives. 

Resolved  that  from  the  above  Letters  and  from  other  informa 
tion  rec^.  by  this  Council  it  appears  that  many  people  in  the 
Eastern  district  of  this  State  are  endeavoring  to  erect  the  same 
into  a  seperate  &  independant  State — That  some  artful  k  design- 
ing persons  among  them  pretend  to  have  received  encouragem'. 
thereto  from  members  of  the  hon.  the  Congress- 
Resolved  that  a  Letter  be  written  to  our  Delegates  at  Congress 
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enclosing  copies  of  the  above  Letters  &  tlie  report  of  Committee 
ibr  settling  the  boundaries  of  this  State — 

Kesolved  that  Maj.  Wheelock  be  requested  to  repair  to  Phila- 
delphia to  give  tlie  necessary  information  to  our  delegates  there 
of  the  present  situation  of  the  eastern  district  of  this  State. 


EESOLTJTIONS  OF  COKTINEKTAL  CONGRESS,  June  30, 1777. 

[Misoellaneoufl  Papera  SXXVII.} 

Monday,  30th  June^  1777. 

Congress,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
letters  from  Ahraham  Ttn  Broeck,  Esq;  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  of  J\''eto  York,  dated  20t''  January  and  1st  March, 
1777;  the  resolutions  passed  in  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  State 
of  JYew  York,  at  Mshkill,  the  20th  of  January,  1777,  transmitted 
with  tlie  above  letters;  a  petition  signed  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas  Chit- 
tenden, Heman  Mien  and  Reuben  Janes,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  people  stiling  themselves  Inhabitants  of  the  JVewj  Hampshire 
Grants,  A^ted  JVew  Hampshire  Grants,  Westminster,  15th  January, 
1777;  a  letter  from  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq;  President  of  the 
Councilof  Safety  of  Mw  York,  dated  28th  May,  1777;  and  a 
printed  paper,  signed  "A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient,"  con- 
taining an  extract  from  the  minutes  'of  Congress,  and  a  letter  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  signed  Thomas  Young,  dated  Phila- 
delphia, lltti^prU  mi,  laid  before  Congress  the  23d  instant 
by  the  Delegates  of  JVew  York,  and  after  some  time,  the  President 
resumed  tlie  cliair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported.  That  the  Com- 
mittee have  had  under  consideration  the  letters  and  papers  to 
them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  Eesolutioos  thereupon, 
which  he  is  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Congress  shall  please 
to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  received. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  was  then  read, 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 
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Resolved,  That  Congress  is  eoraposed  of  Bolegates  cliosen  by 
and  repveseiitjng  t!ie  eomninuilies  respectively  inliabiting  the 
territories  of  JVew-Humpshire^  MussachuseKs-Bay,  Rhode- Island, 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  J^ew-York,  A''evi-Jersey, 
Pe^msylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  A''orlh- Carolina, 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  they  respectively  stood  at  the 
time  of  its  first  institution ; — that  it  was  instituted  fbi-  the 
purpose  of  securing  and  defending  the  communities  aforesaid, 
iigainst  the  usurpations,  oppressions  and  hostile  invasions  of 
Great  Britain; — and  that  therefore  it  cannot  be  intended  that 
Congress  by  any  of  its  proceedings  would  do,  recommend,  or 
countenance  any  thing  injurious  to  the  rights  and  Jurisdictions 
of  the  several  communities  which  it  represents. 

Resolved,  That  the  independent  Government  attempted  to  be 
established  by  the  people  stiling  themselves  inhabitants  of  the 
.Kew-Homfshire  Grants,  can  derive  no  countenance  or  justifica- 
tion from  the  act  of  Congress  declaring  the  united  Colonies  to 
be  independent  oS'  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  nor  from  any 
otJier  act  or  resolution  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  that  the  petition  of  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas  Ckiltenden, 
Heman  Mien  and  Reuben  Jones,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
people  stiling  themselves  as  aforesaid,  praying  "  that  their 
"  declaration,  tliat  they  would  consider  themselves  as  a  free  and 
"  independent  State,  may  be  received;  that  the  district  in  the 
»'  said  petition  described  may  be  ranked  among  the  free  and 
"  independent  States ;  and  that  Delegates  therefrom  may  be 
"  admitted  to  seats  in  Congress,"  be  dismissed. 

Resolved,  That  Congress,  by  raising  and  officering  the  regi- 
ment commanded  by  Colonel  Wamei;  never  meant  to  give  any 
encouragement  to  the  claim  of  the  people  aforesaid,  to  be 
considered  as  an  independent  Slate  ;  but  that  the  reason  which 
induced  Congress  to  form  that  coi'ps  was,  that  many  officers  of 
different  States,  who  had  served  in  Canada,  and  alledged  that  they 
would  soon  raise  a  regiment,  but  were  then  vmprovided  for, 
might  be  reinstated  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  a  pi'inted  paper,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
(iisfrict  aforesaid,  dated  Philadelphia,  11""  April,  1777,  and 
subscribed  "  Thomas  Young,"  was  laid  before  Congress  on  the  23>l 
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instant,  by  the  Delegates  of  Jfew  York,  to  wliieh  aildress  is 
preflsed  tlie  resolution  of  Congress  of  tlie  15'h  of  Aluy,  1776, 
and  in  wliicli  are  contained  tlie  following  para^aphs : 

"  I  have  taken  the  minds  of  several  of  tlie  leading  members 
"  of  the  Honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  and  can  assure  yo\i 
"  that  you  have  notliing  to  do  btit  to  send  attested  copies  of  the 
"  recommendation  to  take  up  government  to  every  township  in 
"in  your  district,  and  invite  all  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
"  to  meet  in  their  respective  townships,  and  chuse  members  for 
"  a  general  convention  to  meet  at  an  early  day  to  chuse  Delegates 
"  for  the  general  Congress  and  Committee  of  S;ifetj,  and  to  ibrm  a 
"  Constitution  for  your  State. — ^Your  friends  here  tell  nie,  that 
"  some  are  in  doubt  whether  Delegates  from  your  district 
"  would  be  admitted  into  Congress;  I  tell  yon,  to  organize  fairlyj 
"  and  make  the  Experiment,  and  I  will  ensure  you  success  at 
"  the  risque  of  my  reputation  as  a  man  of  honour  or  common 
"  sense  ;  indeed  they  can  by  no  means  refuse  3'oa  ;  you  have  as 
"  good  a  right  to  chuse  how  you  will  be  governed,  and  by  whom, 
"as  tbey  had." 

Resolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  said  paragraphs  are  deroga- 
tory to  the  lionour  of  Congress,  and  a  gross  misrepresentation  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  therein  referredto,and  tend  to  deceive 
and  mislead  the  people  so  addressed. 

Extract  from  the  Journals, 

Charles  Thompson,  Secretary. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  N.  Y.  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

[Aas !  Fop  1  Controvcray  with  Vermont-] 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Neiv  York 
Kingston  July  17,  1777. 
Resolved  that  printed  Copies  of  the  Resolutions  of  tlie  Honour- 
able Continental  Congress  of  t!ie  ao""  of  June  last  be  transmitted 
to  James  Clay  Esqr,  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland  and  delivered  to  Colonel  Eleazer  Patter- 
son and  Major  John  Wheelock  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
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distribute  the  same  throughout  the  eastera  Dislriet  of  this  State 
ia  such  manner  as  will  most  effeclually  convey  to  the  Inhabitants 
■of  the  said  Disti'ict  the  Disapprobation-  of  tlie  Honiii^  Continental 
Congress,  of  the  Iliegal  Proceedings  of  tiieir  pretended  Convention 
smd  Ihoir  adherents  and  abettors. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

RoBT  Bensoh  Secrr. 


REPORT  OF  JAMES  CLAY  THEREON. 

Presuant  to  the  above  Resolves,  I  liave  Carred  and  Sent  to  the 
Sub  Committee,  of  every  Town  in  the  County,  a  number  of  the 
Continental  Resolves  in  order  tliat  the  Inhabitauce  might  see 
tliem,  witli  a  desire  as  Iblloweth 
Gentlemen 

These  are  to  Desire  you  to  call  a  Town  meeting  of  the  Inhabi- 
tance  of  your  Town,  in  order  to  hear  the  Resolves  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  to  Cliuse  County  Committee  Men,  if  your 
Town  hath  not  already  Chosen,  to  meet  at  Westminster  Court 
house,  on  tlie  first  Tuesday  in  September  next,  at  Ten  a  Clock 
in  tlie  fournoon,  in  order  to  Tranceact  the  Publick  Bisness  of 
the  County,  and  a!!  other  Mattel's  that  May  Come  before  them. 
James  Clay  Chairman 

Putney  July  y«  28,  1 777.  of  the  County  Committee. 

To  the  Sub  Committee  of 

The  above  is  a  True  Copy  of  what  was  sent  to  the  Towna, 

J.  Clay 


WARRANT  FOR  THE  ARREST  OF  JAMES  CLAY  ESQ. 

In  Council  of  Safety  State  of  Vermont  Bennington 
lOtii  august  1777 
To  Jesse  Burk 

you  are  heareby  Required  to  take  the  Body  of  Cap'  James  Clay 
of  Putney  and  him  safely  keep  so  that  you  have  him  Before  this 
Council  to  answer  the  Complaints  exhibited  against  liim  you  are 
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to  fake  siiilable  assistance  and  make  due  Reiurn  of  your  pro- 
ceedings herein  at  the  same  time  Ibr  which  tliis  shall  be  your 
sufficient  warrant. 

By  order  of  Council  Jonas  Fav  Vice  President, 

A  true  Copy  Compared 

Jessi;  Burk. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  CLAY  ON  HIS  ARREST. 

Pntney  August  y  16:  17T7 
I  was  taken  by  the  within  named  Jesse  Burk,  and  was  carried 
by  him  before  the  within  named  Council,  I  asked  said  Commit- 
tee what  was  tlie  Complaint  against  me,  Col.  Chittenden  Answered 
me,  and  said  that  I  had  acted  under  tlie  State  of  New  York  con- 
trary to  their  Resolves  of  June  last  in  my  notifying  tlie  County 
Committee  to  meet  again,  and  sending  about  the  Continental 
Congress  Resolves,  and  Seting  the  People  against  the  New  State. 
and  tiiay  Detained  me  their  Six  Days,  and  tlien  set  me  a  liberty 
witli  my  promising  to  Caraey  a  Letter  to  Bui'k. 

Jajmes  Clay. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  WESTMINSTEK 

Hilsdale  Westminster  Michael  Gjlson 

Brattleborough  Woodstock 

Guilford  Rockingham,  Wm  Simonds 

Hala&x  Springlield     S'™"  «''™»^  ^^'  * 
J      Jerahmeel  Powars 

Draper  Windsor 

Malborough  Hartford 

New-Fane  Chester  Jabesh  Sergents 

Putney  Kent 

Pompliret  Wcatliersfleld  Hillciah  Grout 

Townsliend  Cavendish 

Hartford— M'  Rust  PuUum 
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Westminster  Sept  js  2, 1777  According  to  the  adjoHrnment 
of  tiie  Committeo  and  a  new  iiotifycation  seut  to  the  alcove  towns 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  the  aboiie  Geutleai^ 
met  at  the  County  Ilouse  and  proceeded  as  followetli — 

Tlie  Chairman  not  being  able  fo  attend  his  Duty,  Mr,  Stephens, 
who  was  Clark  opened  the  meeting. 

Firstly,  Voted  after  a  long  Debate  to  adjourn  said  meeti^ 
untiU  to-morrow  morning  at  seven  o  Clock. 

Sept  ye  3.  at  Seven  o  clock  meet  according  to  adjournment 
it  was  mooved  tliat  tins  Committee  send  some  sutable  person  to 
the  Convention  or  Legislature  of  tlie  State  of  new  york  to  Inform 
tbem  of  the  Conduct  of  the  protended  Counsell  and  protended 
Committees  of  the  State  of  Vermont  and  talie  tiieir  advice  and 
Directions  tliereon,  but  thej'e  being  four  membei's  against  the 
motion  we  could  not  obtain  any  vote  of  that  nature. 

Secondly  Voted  to  adjourn  this  Committee  nntill  the  second 
Tuesday  of  November  next  at  ten  o  Clock  in  tiie  morning  to 
meet  at  this  place 

a  true  Copy  i'rom  the  Minutes 

Test         SiMOs  Steveks  Clavk. 


Westminster  Sept  ye  3d  1777, 
In  loss  than  an  hour  after  the  County  Committee  had  adjourned 
the  Chairman  Cap*  James  Clay  came  in  order  to  attend  liis  Duty, 
and  M'  Obadiah  Wells  from  Brattleborougli  with  him  there  being 
a  number  of  the  County  Committee  present  namely — 

James  Clay  of  Putney 
Michael  Gilson — Westminster       Hilkiali  Grout— WeathersSeld 
Obadiah  Wells — Brattleborougb     Simon  Stevens — Springiield 

Takeing  under  Consideration  tlie  Devided  and  Broken  State 
of  the  County  of  Cumberland  in  respect  to  the  Conduct  mentioned 
in  tlie  votes  of  the  Committee  the  day  abovesaid,  and  the  cause 
why  the  whole  Committee  did  pot  meet,  we  as  members  of 
said  Committee  and  well  wisliers  to  the  Common  Cause  of 
America  and  this  State  tbirik  it.  our  duty  to  send  some  suitable 
person  to  the  Convention,  or  state  of  New  York,  with  the  votes 
«r  the  County  Commilitee,  in  order  to  giye  them  a  true  Kepre- 
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sentaiion  of  tlie  Dlfiiealties  the  Coniitj'  of  Cumberland  &c  now 
labour  under,  and  to  pray  them  to  find  out  some  method  whereby 
they  may  be  relieved,  and  the  said  Committee  enabled  to  act 
with  safety  for  the  generall  benefit  of  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  New  Torli  in  particular,  and  as  Cap*  Clay  lias  been  and 
now  is  a  sufferer  by  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont,  ^ve  think 
him  the  most  suitable  person  and  best  able  to  give  a  suitable 
representation  to  the  Honorable  Convention  and  as  such  wo 
advise  Jiim  as  soon  as  liis  liealth  will  admit  to  Repair  to  the  said 
Convention  for  that  purpose,  and  as  Cap'  Clay  has  been  a  long 
time  in  the  County  Committee  and  Improved  as  a  Chairman  the 
greatest  part  of  the  time  it  has  been  very  expensive  to  him,  and 
lie  hath  received  no  manner  of  sattisfaction  for  all  his  trouble 
and  is  now  going  on  his  own  cost,  we  Cant  help  but  recomend 
him  to  the  state  as  worthy  to  receive  such  releaif  as  they  think 
a  faithful  pei-son  ought  to  have,     as  witness  our  Hands 

Simon  Stevens 
HiLKiAii  Grout 
Michael  Gilsom 
Obadiah  Wells 
Eleaz"^  Pateksob. 


J.  SESSIONS  TO  JOHN  McKESSON  ESQ. 

SECY   OF  THE   NEW    YORK   CONVENTION. 
[MiscclInjMom  Papcra  SXSVII.] 

Westminster  i'^  Septem''  1777. 
Sir  it  gave  me  Peculiar  Satisfaction  when  I  found  not  only  by 
your  Letter  but  by  the  Resolves  you  therein  mention  that  our 
affairs  have  ben  upon  the  Carpet  in  Congress — but  it  by  no 
•means  answers  the  end  (at  Present)  to  stop  the  Progress  of  the 
faction  respecting  a  New  State  I  would  have  sent  you  one  of  the 
Connecticut  Papers  wJierein  is  contained  the  Construction  those 
People  Put  upon  the  Resolves  of  Congress  but  I  conclude  you 
have  seen  it  so  that  it  will  be  Icneedless — if  they  had  Resolved 
they  would  break  tlieir  necks  if  they  Did  not  Desist  I  Dont 
know  but  those  People  might  liave  thought  they  were  in  arenest 
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but  the  Hontiis  Congress  and  Council  of  this  State  will  become 
more  Sesicable  (I  trust)  of  the  Temper  and  Disposition  that 
actuates  tliose  People  than  they  Imvo  ben  and  I  am  sorry  they 
hant  before  now  if  it  had  be«u  snpprest  sooner  it  in  all  Proba- 
bility might  have  ben  Effectual  but  the  Event  now  I  am  unable 
fully  to  Determine  altho  I  can  Conjecture  &  is  what  I  should 
Dread — my  opposition  has  rendred  my  Situation  Somewhat 
unhappy  at  present  but  trust  shall  find  tJie  old  Maxim  True  in 
tlie  end — (viz)  honesty  is  the  best  Polacy  I  have  ben  a  Sort  of 
a  Mieaiah  in  the  affair  &  I  believe  many  would  be  glad  I  were 
in  house  of  Jonathan  &  have  reason  to  expect  this  will  be  my 
Mt  it'  sumthing  is  not  Done  very  soone — for  I  find  I  am  highly 
threatned  but  if  sumthing  is  not  Done  Soone  shall  be  obliged  to 
give  up  the  Point — as  to  News  I  have  nothing  special  to  Write 
only  it  is  a  very  sickly  time  among  us  and  in  Neighbouring 
Towns.  Should  be  glad  of  a  Line  from  you  whereby  I'  may 
understand  what  j^our  Sentemen  are  abought  our  affairs  as  I 
want  to  act  with  safety  and  Prudence  both  for  my  Self  State  and 
Country. 

Sir  I  am  with  Due  respect 

youi'  most  obedient  ser"' 

John  Sessions. 


DECLARATION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  Slate,  did,  by 
their  several  resolutions,  passed  the  twenty-first  day 
of  tliis  instant  month  of  February,  declare  and  resolve,  That  the 
disalfection  of  many  persons,  inliabiting  tlie  north  eastern  parts 
of  tlie  county  of  Jllbmuj,  aad  certain  parts  of  the  counties  of 
CkarloUey  Cumberland  aiid  Gloucester,  clearly  included  within  the 
ancient,  original,  true  and  lately  established  bounds  of  this  State, 
arose  from  a  contest,  about  the  property  of  the  soil  of  many 
tracts  of  land,  witliiu  those  parts  of  the  said  counties  respec- 
tively. 
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Tliat  the  said  contest  was  occasioned,  partly  by  the  issuing 
of  divers  interfering  patents  or  grants,  by  the  rcspecti^^e  govern- 
toents  of  Kew-York  on  X\\e  one  part,  and  those  of  MassachuseUs- 
Bay  and  J^ew-HampsMre  on  the  other,  antecedent  to  the  late 
establishment  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  this  State  ;  partly  by 
ah  liigher  qnit-rent  reserved  on  the  said  lands,  wlien  re-granfed 
under  JVew-For/c,  than  were  reserved  in  tlie  original  grants  under 
JVew-Hampshire  or  Massac/iuselts  Bay,  and  tlie  exorbitant  fees 
of  office  accruing  thereon  ;  and  pai'tly  by  a  number  of  grants 
jttade  by  tlie  late  government  of  JVew-York,  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  said  eastern  boundary,  for  lands  whicli  liad  been 
before  granted  by  the  governments  of  Jfvvi-Hamfshire  and 
Massachitseits-Bay  respectively,  or  one  of  tliem;  in  wliich  last 
mentioned  grants  by  the  late  government  of  J^ew-York,  tiie 
interest  of  the  servants  of  tlie  crown,  and  of  new  adventurers, 
was,  in  may  instances,  confraiy  to  justice  and  poLcy,  preferred 
to  the  equitable  claims  f(jr  confirmation,  of  those  wlio  had 
patented  tlie  lands  under  JVew-Hampshire  or  Massachuselts-Bay. — 

Tliat  the  aforesaid  disaffection  has  been  greatly  increased,  by 
an  act  passed  by  tlie  Legislatnre  of  the  late  Colony  of  JVew  York, 
on  tlie  nintli  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  I-ord,  one  tliou- 
eand  seven  liundred  and  seventy  four,  entitled,  "  An  Act  for 
preventing  tumultuous  and  riotous  assemblies  in  the  places 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  the  more  speedy  and  eifectual  pun- 
ishing the  rioters  :" — Tliat  many  of  tlie  aforesaid  disaffected 
persona,  though  unjustifiable  in  their  opposition  to  tlie  authority 
of  this  State,  labour  under  grievances,  arising  from  the  rauses 
above  mentioned,  which,  in  some  measui-e,  extenuate  their 
oifence,  and  which  ought  to  be  redressed  : — 

Tliat,  therefore,  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  while  on  the 
one  hand,  they  will  vigorously  maintain  their  riglitCul  supremacy 
over  the  persons  and  property  of  those  disaffected  subjects,  will, 
on  the  otlier  hand,  make  overtures  to  induce  the  voluntary 
submission  of  the  delinquents  : — 

That  an  absolute  uniX  unconditional  discharge,  and  remission 
of  all  prosecutions,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  under  the  above 
mentioned  act,  shall  be  an  established  preliminary  to  such  over- 
tures; which  overtures  are  as  tbilows  viz. 
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1='.  Tliat  all  persons  actually  possessing  and  improving  lands, 
by  title  under  grants  from  Jfew -Hampshire  or  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  Dot  granted  under  JVeiu-Ybr/c,  shall  be  eonlirmed  in  tlicir 
respeclive  possessions. 

S'i.  Tliat  all  persons  actually  possessing  and  improving  lands, 
not  granted  by  either  of  the  three  governments,  shall  be  conilrined 
in  their  respective  possessions,  together  with  such  additional 
qnantity  of  vacant  land,  lying  contiguous  to  eaeh  respective 
possession,  as  may  be  necessai'y  to  form  the  same  into  a  conven- 
ient form  ;  so  as  the  quantity  to  be  confirmed  to  each  respective 
person,  including  liis  possession,  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred 
acres. 

3^1.  That  where  lands  hare  heretofore  been  granted  by  JVeio- 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts-Bay,  or  either  of  them,  and  actually 
possessed  iu  consequence  thereof,  and  being  so  possessed,  were, 
afterwards,  granted  by  JYe.ui-¥ork,  anch  possessions  shall  be 
confirmed ;  the  posterior  grant  nnder  JVew-  York,  notwithstanding. 

Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  the  above  regulations  con- 
tained, shall  he  construed  to  determine  any  question  of  title  or 
possession,  that  may  arise  between  different  persons  claiming 
Under  J^ew-Hampshire  or  MassachnseUs-Bay,  or  between  persons 
claiming  under  Jfew-Hampshire  ou  the  one,  and  under  Massa- 
chuseils-Bay  on  tlie  other  part,  independent  of  any  right  or  claim 
under  JVew-  York. 

4"'.  Tliat,  with  respect  to  all  such  cases,  concerning  the  afore- 
said controverted  lands,  as  cannot  be  decided  by  tlie  rules 
exhibited  in  the  aforegoing  articles,  or  some  one  of  them,  the 
Leglshiture  of  the  State  of  Mew-York  will  provide  for  the 
determinalion  of  the  same,  according  to  the  rules  of  justice  and 
equity,  ansiiig  out  of  such  cases  respectively,  without  adhering 
to  tlie  strict  rules  of  law. 

5th,  Tliat  in  all  cases,  where  granls  or  confirmations  shall 
become  necessary,  on  acceptance  of  the  above  overtures,  such 
granls  or  confirmations,  shall  issue  to  the  grantees,  at,  and  after, 
tlie  rate  of  fire  poimds  for  a  grant  or  coiifirmation  of  three 
hundred  acres  or  under;  and  for  every  additional  hundred 
acres,  (he  nddilioiial  sum  of  sixteen  shillings;  except  in  cases 
■\vl\ere  lands  shall  be  gi-anted  or  cynfirmed  to  divers  persons  in 
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one  entire  tract ;  in  whieli  case,  the  grants  shall  issue,  respec- 
tively,  fur  fifteen  pounds,  each;  which  allowances  sliall  be  in 
lieu  of  all  other  fees  or  perquisites  whatsoever, 

6th.  Tliat  whenever,  agreeable  to  the  above  regulations,  new 
grants  or  conflrinations  sliall  become  necessary  under  this  state, 
for  lands  heretofore  granted  by  J^ew  Hampshire  or  Massachusetts 
Bay,  the  same  qiiilreiit  only  shall  be  reserved,  which  was 
reserved  in  the  original  grants  under  JVew  Hamps/iire  or  Massa- 
chusetts Buy. 

7th.  That  where  lauds, heretofore  granted  hy  Jfew  Hampshire 
or  Massachusetts  Bay,  have  been,  since,  conlirmed  to  such 
grantees  by  new  grants  under  JVeic-rbf/c,  the  quit-rents  on  such 
lands,  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  in  the  original  grants, 
under  J\  ew-IIampshire  or  Massachusetts-Bay. 

8th.  Tliat  in  order  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  aforesaid 
disputed  lands  in  a  peaceable  subjection  to  the  authority  and 
jurisdiction  of  tliis  state,  and  also  of  all  other  lands  held  within 
and  under  this  state,  tlie  following  commutation  for  the  quit- 
rents,  shall  be  allowed,  viz  :  That  on  payment,  at  the  rate  of 
two  sliilliags  and  six  pence,  lawful  money  of  this  state  into  the 
treasury  of  this  state,  for  every  penny  sterling  of  quit-rent 
reserved  ;  or,  on  delivery  into  the  same  of  seventeen  times  the 
quantity  of  grain,  or  other  commodity,  reserved  lor  such  quit- 
rent,  tlie  same  shall  thenceforward  be  utterly  discharged,  and 
forever  cease  and  be  extinguished. 

That  these  overtures  should  be  offered  with  a  view,  not  only 
to  induce  the  aforesaid  discontented  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
of  Jilbany,  Charlotte,  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  to  return  to  a 
a  laH'ful  and  rightl'nl  obedience  to  the  authority  and  jurisdiction 
of  this  State  ;  but  also  in  tiivor  of  all  others  whom  the  same  may 
concern  ;  and  to  be  of  no  avail  to  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
evei',  who  shall  after  tlie  first  day  of  May  next,  yield  or  acknow- 
ledge, any  allegiance  or  subjection  to  the  pretended  state  of 
Vermont,  the  pretended  government  tliereof,  or  any  power  or 
authority  pretended  to  be  held  or  exercised  tliereunder. 

That  the  aforegoing  overtures, on  the  condition  above  expressed, 
be  leiideied  for  acceptance  to  all  persons,  to  whose  case  the  same, 
or  any  or  either  of  them,  do,  or  shall  apply,  upon  the  public  faith 
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and  assurance  of  the  legislature  and  Government  of  the  state 
of  JVew  \or/c,  pledged  to  such  person  and  persons  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

That  the  se\  eial  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of 
Kew-Yofic,  will  concui  m  the  necessary  measures  for  protecting 
the  lojal  inhabitants  of  tins  state,  residing  in  the  counties  of 
Albany  Charlotte,  Cumheilond  and  Gloucester,  in  their  persons 
and  estates,  and  for  compelling  all  persons,  residing  within  this 
state,  and  refusing  obedience  to  tlie  government  and  legislature 
thereof,  to  yield  timt  obedience  and  allegiance,  whicli,  by  law 
and  of  riglit  they  owe  to  tliis  state. 

And  whereas,  Tlie  said  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  state  of 
JVcMi-Forfchave  also  by  tlieir  resolution,  requested  me  to  issue 
my  Proclamation,  under  the  privy  seal  of  tliis  state,  reciting 
their  aforesaid  declarations  and  resolutions,  and  strictly  charging 
and  commanding  all  manner  of  persons,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  the  state  of  J^ew-York,  to  take  due  notice  tlieieof,  at 
their  peril,  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

I  do  therefore  hereby,  in  the  name  of  the  people  oj  the  stale  of 
JVetu- For/c,  publish  and  proclaim  the  aforesaid  declared  resolu- 
tions ;  and  I  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all  manner 
of  persons  within  tliis  state,  at  tlieir  peril,  to  take  due  notice  of 
this  Proclamation,  and  of  every  article,  clause,  matter  and  thing 
therein  recited  and  contained  and  to  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly- 

Given  under  my  hand,  ana  the  privy  seal  of  the  Stale  of  New- 
Tork  ut  Poiighkeepsie,  in  the  County  of  Dutchess,  the  twenty- 
third  day  o/Tebruai'y,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

Geo.  Cmntom. 
God  save  the  People. 
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PETITION  OF  COL.  SPENCER  &  OTIIEES. 

To  the  lioiiocabJe  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  New 
in  General  Assembly  convened. 

The  Petition  of  Jereruiali  Spencer  and  Oliver  Colvin  late  of 
tlie  Town  of  Dnrhatn  in  tlie  Cotinty  of  Chailotte  on  helialf 
of  tliemselves  and  divers  of  the  late  Inhabitants  of  Duiham 
aforesaid. 
Humbly  Slieweth, 

That  tlie  Toivnship  of  Diirliam  «'as  originally  settled  by  its 
late  Inhabitants  under  Col"  John  Lidlus. 

That  discovering  the  Imperfection  of  their  Tittle  they  applied 
for  and  obtained  Letters  Patent  untler  New-York— That  many 
of  tlje, Inhabitants  (of  wliich  number  your  Petitiouei'S  are)  have 
since  been  compelled  to  purchase  the  New  Hampshire  Title  to 
their  Lands  under  Penalty  of  being  turned  out  of  their  Possessions 
by  a  Mob. 

That  before  tlie  Revolt  of  the  North  Eastern  pai-t  of  the  State 
the  Inhabitants  suffered  greatly  for  no  other  reason  than  because 
they  held  their  Lands  under  New  York. 

That  ivhen  GEeneral  St.  Clair  retreated  from  Ticonderoga  lie 
advised  tlie  Inhabitants  to  remain  upon  tlieir  Lands,  as  may 
appear  by  a  certificate  now  in  the  hands  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor.  That  they  and  some  other  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
DuiJiani,  did  so,  ^s  also  did  many  other  men  living  fnrtlier 
soiitliwaitl,  wlio  aclrnowJedge  themselves  subjects  of  tlie  pre- 
tended State  of  Vermont.  Tliat  your  Petitioners  do  not  recollect 
to  have  heartl  that  any  one  who  has  revolted  from  tlds  State  has 
been  punished  or  called  to  account  lor  not  removing  from  their 
farms  at  that  lime.  But  your  Petitioners  &  a  numljer  of  other 
Inhabitants  of  Durham  have  had  their  real  and  personal  estates 
taken  from  tliem  by  anthoi'ity  derived  fi'om  the  said  pi^etended 
State,  for  no  other  cause  than  fulLnviug  the  advice  of  General 
St.  Claii",  &  by  Commiiisioners  precisely  in  the  same  Circumstances 
with  j'onr  Petitioners. 

That  superadded  to  tlic  loss  of  their  property  a  number  of  the 
Inhabilanis  (of  which  your  Pelitioncrs  are  a  part)  have  been 
condemned  to  servitude  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of 
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Safety  for  tho  aforesaid  pretencJed  SUtc.  Tlmt  afterwards  your 
Petitioner  Oliver  Colvin  was  retried  upon  tlie  game  accusation 
by  Col"  Etlian  Ailen  who  sentenced  liiiii  to  be  banishetl  within 
the  lines  of  the  Enemy.  That  your  Petitioner  last  mentioned 
having  been  set  at  Liberty  by  his  Escellency  Governor  Clinton 
k  received  a  Pass  to  return  lioiiie  to  liis  Familyj  se-nt  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Cliittenden  (the  Governor  of  the  said  pretended  S^te) 
&  requested  that  lie  might  be  permitted  to  go  and  take  cai-e  of 
his  Family  so  long  as  he  beliaved  as  a  Friend  of  the  United 
States.  That  M''  Cliittenden  answered  that  your  Petitioner  was 
an  old  Yorker  and  should  not  live  in  their  State.  And  tliat  yonr 
said  Petitioner  is  now  kept  from  his  family  and  dares  not  return 
to  tliem. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  liumbiy  pray  that  this  honor- 
able House  will  lake  into  their  serious  Consiclerution  the 
unfortunate  &  distressed  Situation  of  your  Petitioners  and  others 
who  continue  loyal  to  the  State  of  New  York,  &  take  measures 
for  effectually  defending  the  Persons  and  Property  of  your 
subjects  agreable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  honorable  the  Legisla- 
ture'passed  last  winter,  and  for  restoring  Harmony  to,  that  part 
of  this  State  now  known  by  the  Name  of  tlie  State  of  Vermont 
and  grant  such  further  Relief  in  the  Premises  as  to  this  honorable 
House  shall  seem  meet. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 
Jeremiah  Spencer 
Poughkeepsie  IT""  Oc'  1778.  Oliver  Colvin 


PETITION  FROM  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  PRAYING 
PROTKCTION. 

To  ills  Excellency  George  Clinton  "Esq'  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York  General  &  Commander  in  Chief 
of  all  the  Mihtia&  admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 
The  petition  of  tlie  Committees  of  the  Towns  of  Hinsdale, 
Guilford,  Brattleborongh,  Fulham,  Putney,  Westmin- 
ster,  Rockingham,  SpriogiielJ  and .  Weathersfield  in 
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Cumberland  Coimty;  cliosen  for  the  Purpose  of  oppos- 
ing the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  k  convened  at 
Erattleborongh  the  4'i'  May  1779. 
Humbly  Slieweth 

That  there  being  a  numerous  party  in  avoived  opposition  to 
legal  authority,  your  Petitioners  and  othere  liave  been  compelled 
to  submit,  though  reluctantly,  to  live  without  the  benefits  arising 
from  a  well  regulated  Government.  They  have  been  destitute 
of  the  regular  means  of  punishing  tlie  most  attrocions  offenders 
&  of  compelling  the  esecutiou  of  private  Justice.  In  sliort  they 
are,  and  for  a  long  time  Jjave  been,  in  such  anarchy,  tliat  even 
Committees  wliere  they  do  exist,  are  without  Power. 

In  tliis  Distracted  State  your  Petitioners  have  waited,  with 
much  Impatience  the  Leizure  of  the  Grand  Council  of  tlie  Ame- 
rican Empire  to  whose  authority  alone  tliese  deluded  men  pre- 
tend submission.  We  had  no  Doubt  as  we  understood  applica- 
tion liad  been  made  for  the  Purpose,  but  Congress  would  use 
the  first  moment  they  could  spare  from  more  important  Concerns 
to  recommend  to  tlie  revolted  subjects  of  the  State  a  Return  to 
tlieir  Allegiance.  We  were  encouraged  to  expect  it  not  only  as 
the  Revolt  established  a  Precedent  whicii  might  be  dangerous 
in  other  States  and  as  the  Continent  could  derive  no  assistance 
of  Consequence  from  the  Grants  either  in  Men  or  Money,  wliile 
they  remain  under  a  disputed  Government,  But  because  the 
States  had  confederated  for  their  mutual  &  general  Welfare,  and 
bound  themselves  to  assist  each  other  against  all  force  offered 
to,  or  attacks  made  upoa  any  of  them,  on  Account  of  Sovereignty 
or  on  any  otlier  pretence  whatsoever.  But  to  our  very  great 
Surprise  &.  Concern,  Congress  have  not  as  we  can  learn  done 
any  Tiling  since  the  year  1776  in  a  matter  of  so  great  Moment 
to  the  Peace  &,  Harmony  of  the  Confederated  States. 

That  the  Partizans  for  a  new  State  liave  confiscated  &  sold  & 
are  selling  many  vahiable  real  &  personal  Estates. 

That  they  have  attempted  repeatedly  to  exercise  judicial  and 
military  Authority  over  those  who  continue  loyal  to  the  State 
of  New  Yprl:,  and  have  very  lately  had  the  assurance  to  fake 
the  cattle  of  tliose  who  refused  to  comply  with  their  illegal  orders. 
They  liave  also  assessed  &.  endeavored  to  collect  Money  from 
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those  who  (io  not  admit  tlie  viilidity  of  their  authorily  k  have 
been  restrained  only  by  force.  In  some  Instances  tliey  have 
intimidated  the  subjects  of  New  York  State  to  give  up  their  Pro- 
perty, rather  than  to  contend  with  them.  They  liave  also  made 
Prisoner  of  a  Magistrate  acting  under  authority  of  tlie  State  of 
New  Yorlt,  in  a  matter  which  no  way  concerned  tlie  subjects  of 
the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  and  compelled  him  to  give  a 
Bond  in  the  penalty  of  One  thousand  Pounds  lawful  money  of 
New  England  conditioned  tor  his  Appearance  before  their  supe- 
rior Court  in  June  nest.  In  fine  from  the  general  Tenor  of  their 
Conduct  they  now  appear  determined  at  all  events  to  enforce 
submission  to  their  Government. 

That  the  subjects  of  the  State  of  New  York  here  cannot  long 
endui-e  their  present  unhappy  Situation,  and  have  only  tlie  State 
to  wliich  they  owe  allegiance,  to  look  up  to  for  succour  in  this 
critical  &  calamitous  Hour. 

The  Prateclion  of  Individuals  &  their  Property  we  esteem  the 
principal  End  of  Government;  That  Protection  we  have  a  Right 
to  claim  in  retura  lor  our  Allegiance;  and  we  have  besides  the 
solemn  Engagement  of  tlie  Legislature  to  concur  in  the  necessary 
measures  for  protecting  the  loyal  Inhabitants  of  the  State,  residing 
in  the  Counties  of  Albany,  Charlotte  Cumberland  k  Gloucester 
in  their  Persons  &  Estates. 

Your  Petitioners  were  in  hopes  that  the  disaffected  Party 
would  not  have  reduced  them  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
applying  for  protection  during  the  continuance  of  the  War  with. 
Great  Britain,  but  onrpresent  Circumstances  loudly  demand  the 
speedy  &  effectual  execution  of  the  Promise  made  by  the  Legis- 
lature; we  shall  otherwise  be  compelied  to  obey  a  Goveriiment 
which  we  view  as  an  Usurpation,  and  add  our  strength  to  oppose 
one  which  we- conceive  entitled  to  our  dutiful  Oljcdience  &  sup- 
port. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly,  and  in  the  most  urgent  & 
earnest  manner,  on  behaif  of  themselves  and  their  Constlluents 
entreat  that  your  Excellency  will  take  immediate  &  elfectual 
Measures  for  protecting  the  loyal  Subjects  in  this  part  of  the 
State  in  their  Persons  and  Properties  &  to  convince  the  honor- 
able the  Congress  of  the  Impropriety  of  delaying  a  publication  of 
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their  Sentiments  in  a  matter  wliidi  so  nearly  eonocnis  tlie  Peace, 
Welfttre  &  probably  the  Lives  of  many  of  their  firm  adlierents. 
And  j'oui'  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  sliall  evor  Pray  &.c. 
By  order  of  tJie  Committees 

Samuel  Mkott  Chairman 
Brattleborougb  4'h  May  1779. 


COL.  PATERSON  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Hinsdale,  May  Bth  1779. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Some  late  conduct  of  the  Vermont  Party,  tending  rapidly 
towards  a  civil  War,  obliges  me  to  give  your  Excellency  early 
Intelligence  of  it,  and  of  our  Proceedings  in  Opposition  to  them. 
That  Party  having  ordered  Cap'.  James  Clay,  Lieu'.  Benjamin 
Wilson  &  one  M''.  Cummins  (all  acknowledged  subjects  of  New 
York  in  Putney)  to  provide  a  man  to  go  into  service  for  a  short 
space  of  time  to  guard  the  frontiers ;  the  week  bef )re  last 
forcibly  took  a  cow  from  Cap'.  Clay  and  another  from  M''.  Wilson 
to  pay  a  person  they  had  hired  for  them  &  tlie  Expences.  Last 
Wednesday  was  the  Day  appointed  for  selling  the  Cattle ;  at 
which  time  myself  and  field  Officers  &.  a  considerable  part  of  my 
Regiment  met  all  unarmed  to  prevent  the  sale.  After  vainly 
endeavoring  with  calmness  to  convince  them  of  the  Impropriety 
of  this  Proceeding  &  to  persuade  them  to  give  up  the  Cattle,  we 
took  possessiou  of  them,  the  owners  drove  them  olT  &  every 
man  returned  to  his  home. 

In  Fnlham  some  Persons  subjects  of  New  York,  have  lately 
had  tlieir  property  taken  from  them  by  direction  of  the  Vermont 
Officers  &  have  acquiesced  in  it  rather  than  to  contend  ;  One 
other  was  also  threatened  with  tlie  like  usage,  but'  since  our 
retaking  the  Cattle  in  Putney  they  have  been  quiet  about  it. 

In  Guilford  a  sum  of  money  was  assessed  upon  those  who 
were  supposed  to  have  done  least  in  the  War.  The  Persons  who 
were  to  collect  it  were  upon  a  Trial  frightened  from  it  by  tliose 
who  oppose  Vermont.    In  Westminster  &  Rockingham  tliey 
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have  drafted  some  Yorkers.  I  fear  it  will  not  end  without  a 
disturbance,  as  in  those  Towns  the  Parties  are  nearly  equal. 

Col.  Fletcher  who  commands  the  new  State  Jlen  in  this  Regi, 
hearing  tliat  men  were  raising  to  prevent  selling  the  Cattle  of 
Messrs.  Clay  &.  Wilson,  went  over  to  their  Council  at  Arlington 
whether  for  men  or  advice  I  cannot  learn.  But  as  Coll.  Allen 
has  repeatedly  threatened  us  with  his  Green  Mountain  Boys,  and 
some  of  that  Party  about  here  give  out  that  this  is  only  the 
beginning  of  tlie  matter ;  and  as  they  appear  resolute  to  enforce 
submission  to  their  Authority,  many  are  fearful  that  what  they 
have  already  done  has  been  in  pursuance  of  a  general  Plan  for 
subduing  all  those  who  are  in  Allegiance  to  New  York. 

In  this  DistTacted  situation  I  would  request  your  Excellency's 
particular  direction  how  far  for  the  future  to  proceed  in  the 
defence  of  the  Persons  &  Property  of  those  under  my  Command 
and  what  steps  to  take  if  the  Verraonters  should  attempt  by  force 
of  Arms  to  seize  the  Persons  or  Property  of  such  as  do  not 
acknowledge  their  authority. 

As  there  is  a  Probability  that  men  maybe  sent  from  the  West 
side  of  the  Mountain  to  assist  those  here  I  would  beg  leave  to 
suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  necessity  of  having  the  Militia 
of  Albany  County  held  in  Readiness  to  attack  them  if  they 
should  gather  with  that  design.  The  Brigadier  Genera]  of  tliat 
County  may  with  ease  have  early  Information  of  any  plan  of  the 
kind,  by  employing  some  of  the  enemies  of  Vermont  in  their 
Towns  to  give  him  notice.  What  the  consequences  will  be  of 
permitting  the  Green  mountaineers  to  come  here  unmolested, 
may  be  easily  foretold. 

The  Legislature  having  promised  to  protect  the  Persons  & 
Property  of  their  loyal  subjects  in  this  part  of  the  State,  it  has 
become  their  general  Desire  that  Measures  may  be  very  speedily 
taken  to  fulfill  that  Engagement ;  and  I  hope  your  Excellency 
will  pardon  my  saying  tliat  unless  it  can  be  speedily  done  I  must 
be  under  a  necessity  of  resigning  my  Commission. 

There  are  near  500  Officers  &  Men  under  my  Command  who 
are  in  general  but  poorly  armed  &  provided  with  Ammunition. 
I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  make  an  exact  Return  to  your  Excel- 
lency as  some  of  my  Captains  have  Hot  yet  returned  tlie  state 
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of  their  Companies  to  me  &  others  have  done  it  very  informally. 
The  field  Officers  liave  thought  it  for  the  Interest  of  the  State 
to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  our  present  situation,  have 
prevailed  on  Mr.  Townsend  to  wait  upon  you.  A  few  Individ- 
uals have  advanced  his  expenceg  &  agreed  to  pay  for  his  Time  &. 
Horse  hire ;  but  as  it  ia  the  Business  of  the  Slate  upon  which 
he  goesj  it  will  be  discouraging  if  he  is  not  paid  by  tlie  State, 
im  Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed'.  Servant, 

Eleazor  Patersoh. 
His  Excellency  Gov,  Clintok. 


GOV.  CLINTON  TO  MR.  MINOTT. 

Kingstown  li<-^  May  1779. 
S;;-, 

I  am  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Petition  together  with 
a  letter  from  Col'  Patterson  on  the  subject  of  tlie  unhappy 
JJisturbauces  which  still  prevail  in  tiie  Northeastern  Parts  of  the 
State. 

I  liave  anxiously  expected  for  some  time  the  Determination  of 
Congress  upon  tliis  important  matter  and  have  every  Reason  to 
believe  it  wiU  be  favorable  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Business  has  however  been  deferred  tho'  I  am  confident 
from  no  otlier  Cause  than  that  the  Attention  of  Congress  has 
liitherto  been  called  to  objects  of  greater  moment,  I  shall  notwith- 
standing immediately  transmit  to  them,  by  Express,  your 
Petition  and  urge  every  Argument  in  my  Power  to  induce  them 
speedily  to  determine  this  Controversy  and  by  a  seasonable 
Interposition  to  prevent  if  possible,  the  dreadfu]  Consequences 
of  liaving  recourse  to  arms. 

As  in  my  former  letters  so  in  this  I  forbear  to  point  out  the 
Line  of  Conduct  I  could  wisli  the  well  affected  Inhabitants  in 
your  Quarter  should  observe  upon  every  particular  occasion,  1 
conceive  it  impossible  and  therefore  can  oniy  recommend  in 
genera],  firmness  &  Prudence,  and  in  no  instance  to  acbnow 
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the  authority  of  Vermont,  unless  where  there  is  no  alternative 
left  between  Submission  &.  inivitable  Ruin.  Tins  appears  to  me 
the  only  proper  advice  I  can  give  at  present  till  we  are  favored 
with  the  Sentiments  of  Congress  relative  to  the  Dispute  or  until 
we  are  convinced  the  Business  is  designedly  procrastinated  ;  in 
either  Case  as  the  Legislature  have  promised  so  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  will  afford  you  Protection  &  that  effectual  measures 
will  be  immediately  taken  for  vindicating  the  Rights  of  tliis 
State  and  enforcing  a  due  Submission  to  legal  Government.  II 
however  any  Outrage  or  Violence,  which  you  may  suppose  will 
produce  blood-shed,  should  be  committed  in  the  Towns  continuing 
in  their  Allegiance  to  New- York,  either  by  Green  Mountain  Boys 
or  any  Parties  who  may  come  under  a  pretence  of  carrying  into 
Execution  the  Laws  of  Vermont  You  will  immediately  apprize 
me  of  it  and  you  may  be  assured  of  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power  &  I  trust  it  will  be  sufficient  for  your  Safety  &  Detence, 
in  the  meantime  I  will  myself  endeavor  to  procure  Intelligence 
&  if  I  should  discover  that  any  attempt  will  be  made  by  Vermont 
to  reduce  you  by  force  of  arms  I  will  instantly  issue  my  orders 
to  the  militia  who  are  properly  equipped  &  who  will  be  led 
against  the  Enemies  of  the  State  whoever  they  may  happen  to 
be. 

From  the  Infonnation  of  M"^  Townsend  I  perceive  tliat  M"' 
Grout  acquits  the  officers  who  apprehended  him  from  having 
acted  wrong  intentionally — should  this  however  upon  enquiry 
appear  not  to  have  been  the  case,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  me 
with  it  &  I  will  immediately  have  them  brought  to  Justice.  As 
Mf  Grout  is  bound  in  honor  to  indemnify  the  Gentleman  who 
l>ecame  his  Surety,  I  would  recommend  that  he  should  appear 
at  the  Court  agreeable  to  his  Recognizance  and  make, no  other 
Defence  than  merely  to  deny  tlieir  Jurisdiction  and  as  the  Injury 
he  may  sustain  in  Consequence,  must  be  considered  as  a  sacrifice 
to  the  commoil  Cause  I  might  almost  venture  to  assure  him  that 
the  L^islature  will  make  him  proper  Compensation — Justice 
most  certainly  requires  it. 

I  have  desired  M'  Townsend  to  send  me  an  account  of  hia 
Expences  upon  this  Errand  aud  I  will  lay  it  before  the  Legislature 
for  payment. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


864  CONTROVERSY   RESPECTING   THE 


From  the  Confidence  I  have  in  the  Gentlemen  who  represent 
this  Stat«  in  Congress  &  particularly  the  Cliief  Justice  wlio  was 
elected  for  the  special  Purpose,  I  am  persuaded  that  every  measure 
will  be  used  for  obtaining  the  Decision  of  Congress  relative  to 
this  Dispute  ;  and  therefore  I  could  ardently  wish  that  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Vermont  would  conduct  themselves  in  such  manner  as 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  bringing  matters  to  a  Crisis  ruinous  to 
them  k  very  injurious  to  individuals  among  us. 

You  will  please  to  communicate  the  Contents  of  this  to  Coll. 
Patterson. 

I  am  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Samuel  Minott  Esq' 


GOV.  CLINTON  TO  PBESIDENT  JAY. 

PokeepsieMay  lS"i  1779. 
Sir. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  copies  of  several  papers  relative  to  thw 
Disorders  which  still  prevail  in  tlie  northeastern  Parts  of  this 
State  with  a  Request  that  you  vvill  please  to  lay  tliem  together 
with  this  letter  before  Congress. 

From  these  Papers  it  evidently  appears  tliat  matters  in  tliat 
Quarter  are  fast  approaching  to  a  very  serious  Crisis  wlitch 
notliing  but  the  immediate  Interposition  of  Congress  can  possibly 
prevent. 

The  Legislature  have  from  time  to  time  given  the  most  solemn 
assurances  of  Protection  to  their  well  affected  subjects,  aud 
relying  upon  tliese  Promises,  the  Inhabitants  of  several  Towns 
have  hitherto  persevered  in  tlieir  allegiance  to  this  state.  Tliey 
will  not  I  imagine  remain  much  longer  content  with  mere 
Promises,  and  I  daily  expect  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  order 
out  a  force  in  their  Defence.     The  wisdom  of  Con  11 

readily  suggest  to  tliem  wliat  will  be  the  Consequence  of  ubm  t 
ting  the  Controversy,  especially  at  this  Juncture  to  the  D  n 

of  the  sword.    It  will  not  however,  I  trust  be  imput  d  t     1 
(tate  tliat    we  have    precipitately   had   recourse   to  e 
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measureSj.  We  have  anxiously  expected  the  sentiments  of  Con- 
gress upon  ttis  important  Business  and  it  was  our  earnest  wish, 
that  in  the  mean  time  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Grants  who  deny 
the  authority  of  tliis  State  would  by  a  proper  Conduct  on  their 
pai-t  have  prevented  the  necessity  of  Force ;  but  Justice,  the 
faith  of  Government  and  the  Peace  and  Safety  of  society  will 
not  permit  ns  to  continue  longer  passive  spectators  of  the 
violences  committed  upon  our  fellow  citizens. 

am  &c.  &c. 
His  Excellency  Geo,  Clinton. 

John  Jay  Esq'.  Presid'  &o. 


SAMUEL  MINOTT  ESQ.  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Brattleborough  May  25'''  1779. 
Sir 

The  Committee  of  this  County  who  are  now  met  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  the  Authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont  take 
this  opportunity  to  inform  your  Excellency  by  Express,  That 
Col.  Ethan  Alline  with  a  number  of  Green  Mountain  Boys  made 
his  appearance  in  tliis  County  yestei-day  well  armed  and  equipt 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  loyal  Inhabitants  of  this  County 
to  submission  to  tlie  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont  and 
made  Prisoners  of  Col.  Patterson  Lieut.  Col.  Sej^eant  &,  all  the 
Militia  Officers  except  one  in  Brattleborough  with  Mr.  Towns- 
end  and  a  number  of  other  Persons.  They  have  also  taken  the 
Militia.  Officers  in  Putney  &.  We'stminster  with  others ;  the 
number  of  Prisoners  we  c;mnot  ascertain.  Col.  Alline  declared 
tliat  lie  had  iive  hundred  Green  Mountain  Boys  with  him — we 
are  not  able  to  ascertain  the  number,  but  believe  there  is  not 
quite  so  manj'  who  are  come  I'rbm  the  west  side  of  the  Mountains; 
they  are  assisted  by  a  number  of  the  Inliabitantsof  this  County, 
where  tliey  ivill  carry  tlie  Piisoiiers  we  cannot  tell — Col.  Allin 
treated  the  people  here  with  the  most  insulting  language 
a5saulte{l  and  woiuided  several  persons  witli  his  sword  without 
the  least  provocation,  and  bids  defiance  to  the  State  of  New- 
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Yoik,  declares  they  will  establish  their  State  by  the  s,^'ord,  and 
fight  all  who  sliall  attempt  to  oppose  them.  Nothing  but  the 
reluctance  the  people  here  have  to  shedding  human  Blood  c®uld 
hinder  them  from  attempting  to  rescue  the  Prisoners — they  had 
every  insult  which  the  human  mind  is  able  to  conceive  of  to 
prompt  tbem  to  it,  Our  situation  is  truly  critical  and  distressing, 
we  therefore  most  humbiy  beseech  your  Excellency  to  take  the 
most  speedy  &  effectual  Measures  for  our  Relief ;  otherwise  our 
;?ersons  and  Property  must  be  at  the  disposal  of  Ethan  Allin 
which  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  Death  with  all  its  Terrors. 
Sir  we  are  witli  the  greatest  esteem 

Tour  Excellency's  most  ob*  humi-i^  servts 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee 

Samhel  Mikott  Chairman. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.   Gov.  of  the  State  of 
T^ew-York. 


GOV.  CLINTON  TO  PRESIDENT  JAY. 

May  aSi"  1779. 
Sir 

You  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  Papers  tliat  wliat  I  have 
long  expected  and  frequently  apprized  Congress  of  has  actually 
happened.  These  papers  which  need  no  Comment  I  have 
transmitted  to  your  Excellency  by  Express  witli  an  earnest 
Bequest  that  you  will  please  immediately  lay  it  before  Congress. 
Altho'  tills  matter  wili  scarce  admit  of  a  moment's  delay ;  yet 
as  the  Legislature  are  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next  I  shall  defer 
*1aliing  any  decisive  measures  (except  issuing  tlie  necessary 
orders  to  the  militia  to  hold  tliemselves  in  readiness)  until  I  can 
have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  their  advice  and  Direction. 
I  am  &c.  fcc. 

Geo.  Clinton, 
His  Excellency  John  Jay  Esq.  President  of  Congress. 
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GOV.  CLINTON  TO  THE  N.  Y.  DIXEGATION  IN  CONGRESS. 

May  29th  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  by  the  same  conveyance  with  this  dispatched  an  official 
letter  to  the  President  covering  the  Copy  of  a  letter  I  this  moment 
received  from  the  Cliairraan  of  the  Committee  of  Cumberland 
County  to  which  I  must  refer  you  for  particulars. 

I  presume  it  is  unnecessary  to  inform  you  that  the  Vermont 
Business  is  now  arrived  at  a  Crisis,  or  to  urge  any  arguments  to 
induce  your  utmost  exertions  in  obtaining  the  sense  of  Congress 
without  delay.  The  Legislature  will  meet  on  Tuesday  next  and 
in  the  mean  Time  I  shall  issue  my  orders  to  the  militia  &  make 
the  necessary  ai'rangements  for  marching  to  repel  this  outrage. 
I  shall  also  conceive  it  my  Duty  to  order  tlie  1000  men  destined 
fcr  the  Defence  of  the  frontiers  &  to  compleat  the  continental 
Eattallions  except  such  small  part  as  are  already  annexed  to 
those  Regiments  to  march  to  Erattlehorough  lor  the  Protection 
of  that  and  the  adjacent  Towns  unless  the  Interposition  of 
Congress  shall  render  tliis  measure  unnecessary.  It  doubtless 
will  occur  to  you  that  the  Legislature  will  be  extremely  impatient 
for  an  answer  from  Congress ;  I  must  therefore  request  you  tlie 
moment  it  is  obtained  to  forward  it  by  a  special  messenger. 
I  am  fce  &.c 

Geo.  Clinton. 

The  hon^''*  the  New  York  Delegates  in  Congress. 


PRESIDENT  JAY  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Philadelphia  1='  June  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  29'h  ult*  arrived  this  Morning  while  Con- 
gress were  in  a  Coniraittee  of  the  wliole  House  considering  the 
applications  of  the  State  of  New  York  respecting  the  Disturbances 
on  the  Grants. 
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It  is  with  pleasure  I  obey  tlie  unanimous  order  of  Congress 
contained  in  tlie  inclosed  S«soIution,  for  infornung  you  that  a 
more  early  attention  would  liaye  been  paid  to  the  pressing  appli- 
cations of  your  State  relating  to  the  Disturbances  mentioned  in 
your  several  letters,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by  matters  of 
the  greatest  Importance,  and  that  Congress  will  continue  to  pay 
equal  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  State  of  New  York  with  iliose 
of  the  other  states  of  tlie  Union. 

You  will  also  receive  herewith  inclosed  a  copy  of  another  act 
of  Congress  of  tliis  Day  on  the  same  Subject,  from  which  you 
will  perceive  it  to  be  the  Design  of  Congress  to  send  a  Commit- 
tee to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Grants  to  inquire  into  the  reason 
why  they  refuse  to  continue  Citizens  of  the  respective  States 
which  heretofore  exercised  Jurisdiction  over  that  District,  and 
to  talte  every  prudent  Measure  to  promote  an  amicable  Settle- 
ment-of  ail  Differences  and  prevent  Divisions  &  animosities  so 
prejudicial  to  tlie  United  States. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  measures  adopted  by  this 
act  of  Congress  will  prove  Salutary,  Especially  as  it  was  passed 
with  uncommon  unanimity.  The  Committee  will  be  appointed 
to-morrow,  when  anotlier  Express  shall  be  dispatched  to  inform 
you  of  tlieir  names  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  &c. 

John  Jay  Presid'. 

His  Excellency  Gov  Clinton. 


THE  NEW  YORK  DELEGATION  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Philadelphia  1=' June  1779. 
Sir, 

We  were  lionored  with  j'our  favor  of  the  29"'  ulf  this  morn- 
ing. Congress  was  Hieii  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
considering  tliat  suliject  They  came  to  several  Resolutions  wluch 
were  almost  unanimotisly  agreed  to  by  the  House  and  of  which 
tlie  President  sends  you  a  Copy  by  the  Express  wlio  carries 
this. 
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It  gives  us  Pleasure  to  inform  yoa  that  our  New  England 
Bretlieren  came  very  generally  into  tlie  measure  and  appear 
sincerely  disj.iosed  to  terminate  those  unhappy  Disorders.  The 
Moderation  observable  in  those  Resolutions  we  hope  will  meet 
with  your  approbation.  The  more  gentle  just  &  persuasive  the 
Proceedings  of  Congress  in  this  Business  are  the  more  likely  they 
will  be  to  succeed  and  if  treated  with  neglect  by  the  People  of 
the  Grants,  the  greater  Degree  of  Indignation  will  such  neglect 
create  through  all  the  States.  These  Resolutions  coincide  exactly 
with  the  Ideas  of  the  Eastern  Delegates.  The  Committee  will 
be  chosen,  to-morrow.  We  shall  for  many  obvious  Reasons  vote 
for  a  majority  of  eastern  men.  The  Proclamations  doing  Justice 
to  the  Revolters  have  had  a  happy  effect  here.  In  our  opinion 
it  will  be  wise  to  abstain  from  Hostihties  for  the  present  and 
rather  suffer  a  little  than  shed  blood.  If  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress are  really  as  much  in  eai'nest  as  they  appear  to  be  all  will 
be  well.  We  are  very  much  disposed  to  credit  their  Declara- 
tions on  the  subject  &  have  ground  to  hope  that  this  and  every 
other  Cause  of  Jealousy  may  be  done  away  and  Mutual  Confidence 
Harmony  &  good  Understanding  talie  place  between  New  York 
&  her  sister  States  io  the  eastward.  These  are  essential  to  their 
common  Prosperity  &  must  give  sincere  pleasure  to  every  well 
wisher  of  the  American  Cause.  Be  assured  that  our  attention 
to  the  Rights  of  our  Constituents  on  the  present  important  occa- 
sion shall  not  cease  and  that  we  are  with  great  Respect  and 
Esteem  Your  Escelleucy's  most  obt.  Servts 

Wm  Flovd  John  Jay 

GouV  MoKRis         James  Duank 
His  Excellency.  Gov,  Clinton, 


PRESIDENT  JAY  TO  GOV.  GLINTON. 

Philadelphia  July  [June]  3^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  Honor  the  Day  before  yesterday  to  transmit 
your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  l"'  Inst 
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directing  among  other  Things  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
repair  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  New  Hampshii'e  Grants  for  the 
Purposes  mentioned  in  it.  Tlie  Committee  was  appointed  yes- 
terday. They  are  the  Hon''i«  Oliver  Elseworth  and  Jesse  Root 
of  Connecticut,  Timotliy  Edwards  of  Massaclmsets  Bay,  Doctor 
Witherspoon  of  New  Jersey  &,  Col"  Atlee  of  Pensilv".  Notice  will 
be  immediately  sent  to  each  of  the  Gentlemen  of  their  appoint- 
ment and  I  shall  take  tlie  liberty  of  pressing  them  to  enter  on 
the  Business  committed  to  them  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &=  k" 

John  jay. 
His  Excellency  Gov"^  Clinton. 


GOV.  CLINTON  TO  SAMUEL  MINOTT 

Camp  in  the  Highlands  June  7'h  1779. 
Gent. 

Yonr  Letter  by  Mr.  Sherburne  complaining  of  the  violences 
ktely  committed  by  Ethan  Allen  &  others  upon  the  subjects 
of  this  State  in  Cumberland  County  I  have  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress and  most  earnestly  pressed  them  for  their  immedinte 
interposition.  By  an  Express  I  am  informed  the  business  is 
under  consideration.  As  soon  as  I  receive  tlieir  final  Determin- 
ation, which  I  have  reason  to  hope  will  be  in  a  short  time  I  shall 
immediately  transmit  it  to  yoii. 

The  Legislature  were  to  have  met  a  few  days  after  M^.  Sher- 
burne arrived  which  induced  me  to  detain  him,  but  tlie  Incursion 
of  the  enemy  up  tlie  River  Jias  prevented  their  meeting  for  tlie 
present  and  obliged  me  to  take  the  field  with  the  Militia  to 
oppose  the  Common  Enemy.  The  moment  the  safety  of  the 
Country  will  admit  of  my  Return  I  shall  issue  my  Proclamation 
to  convene  the  Legislature  &  shall  lay  this  most  important 
matter  before  them,  wlien  I  trust  such  measures  wiil  be  concerted 
as  will  most  etfectually  tend  to  insure  the  Peace  and  Safety  of 
the  Good  People  in  your  Part  of  the  State.  In  the  mean  time 
I  most  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  continue  firm  ia  the 
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Cause  in  wliich  you  ave  engaged  and  to  conduct  yourselves  witli 
Prudence  towards  the  Revolters  and  you  may  rest  assured  that 
I  shall  make  every  exertion  for  your  Proteetion  of  which  the 
Executive  Authority  of  Government  is  capable. 
I  am  &.C.  &c.  &c. 

Geo,  Clinton. 
Samuel  Minott  Esqr.  Cliairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Cumberl^.  County. 


GOV.  ClINTON  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Camp  Highlands  7"'  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  the  first  of  June 
covering  sundry  Resolutions  of  Congress,  relative  to  tlie  pretended 
State  of  Vermont  at  this  Place  where  I  have  collected  a  very 
large  body  of  tlie  Militia  of  the  State  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
continental  army  under  Major  Gen'.  McDougall  &  to  oppose 
the  Designs  of  the  Enemy  who  liad  advanced  in  force  within 
eight  miles  of  our  airay.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  were 
to  have  met  on  tlie  !«  Inst,  but  have  been  prevented  by  the 
present  alarm  great  part  of  the  members  as  well  as  tlie  principal 
officers  ol  Government  being  now  in  the  field.  This  lias  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  lay  before  tlie  Legislature  at  present  the 
Eesolulions  of  Congress  transmitted  to  me ;  whicli  from  their 
nature  demand  in  ray  opinion  tlieir  most  serious  Consideration. 

It  is  with  an  astonisliment  equal  to  my  Concern  tliat  I  observe 
the  Congress  liave  passed  over  in  profound  silence  the  Remon- 
strances on  tlie  seizure  and  Imprisonment  of  the  principal 
of&cers  of  Government  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  by  the 
Bevolters  of  this  Stale.  So  tiiat  without  the  interposition  of  this 
Government  (which  consistent  with  the  Honor  and  Justice  of  the 
Stale  cannot  be  withheld)  these  Persons  must  fall  a  sacrifice  to 
the  ambitious  &  interested  views  of  a  violent  and  wicked 
fection — and  what  renders  their  silence  still  more  extraordinary 
is,  that  Ethan  Allen  having  the  Raak  of  a  Col',  in  the  service 
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of  the  united  States  was  a  principal  Actor  in  tliis  outrage.  How 
far  this  Conduct  is  consistent  with  the  liepeated  Ilesohitions  of 
Congress  recorded  on  their  Journals  tliat  they  will  discountenance 
every  species  of  Disrespect  shewn  by  any  Officers  in  their 
Service,  to  the  Legislative  or  Executive  authority  of  the  respec- 
tive States  or  with  their  Resolution  of  the  first  of  June  now 
transmitted  to  me  "  tliat  tliey  will  pay  an  equal  Attention  to  the 
Rights  of  the  State  of  New  York  with  those  of  the  other  States 
in  the  Union"  I  shall  for  the  present  leave  it  for  their  Candor  to 
determine.  I  cannot  however  forbear  observing,  that  the  present 
Inattention  of  Congress  on  this  point  strikes  me  with  additional 
surprise  when  I  consider  this  is  not  the  first  Instance  in  which 
the  Person  I  have  mentioned  and  some  others  of  their  oificers 
of  high  Rank  have  aimed  a  bold  stab  at  the  Honor  &  authority 
of  this  State.  So  long  ago  as  the  month  of  August  last  I 
remonstrated  to  Congress  thro'  Gen'.  Washington  on  the  Conduct 
of  Brigt.  Gen'.  Starke  then  commanding  at  Albany  tor  receiving 
from  the  revolted  subjects  of  this  State  several  of  its  citizens 
who  had  been  apprehended  and  destined  to  Banishment  by  Col'. 
Allen  &  his  associates  &  for  detaining  them  under  military 
confinement.  To  this  atrocious  insult  on  the  civil  authority 
of  this  State  Congress  though  made  acquainted  with  it  has  not 
to  this  day  thought  proper  to  pay  the  least  attention. 

However  piu«  the  Intention  of  Congress  may  have  been  in 
tliis  Resolution  for  appointing  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Revolted  Citizens  of  this  State  I  am  apprehensive  it  wiJl  by  no 
means  produce  the  salutary  Effects  for  which  I  suppose  it  was 
(Jalculated, — for  notwithstanding  the  jugt  &  generous  Terms 
offered  hy  my  different  Proclamations  founded  on  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  refractory  Disposition  of 
the  principal  Actors  in  this  Revolt  lias  still  Increased.  By  them 
it  will  be  considered  as  an  implied  acknowledgement  of  their 
authority  &  thereby  tend  to  strengthen  the  usurpation  ;  and  in  the 
minds  of  the  well  effected  Citizens  who  know  tlie  repeated  and 
uncontritdictcd  Declarations  which  the  principal  Revolters  have 
made  that  tliey  have  received  Encouragement  from  several 
Members  of  Congress  some  of  whose  names  arc  mentioned  and 
who  have  observed  that  tiie  most  flagrant  Insults  against  the 
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civil  authority  of  tliis  State  even  by  Officers  of  Congress  have 
been  totally  disregarded  It  will  I  have  too  much  cause  to  fear 
excite  fresli  Jealousies:  For  these  Reasons  and  because  the  last 
clause  of  the  Resolutioa  seems  to  hold  up  a  principle  whicli  may 
be  considered  by  the  Legislature  as  subversive  of  the  internal 
Polity  of  the  State.  I  submit  it  to  the  Consideration  of  Congress 
■whether  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  postpone  the  Journey  of  the 
Committee  till  sucli  time  as  the  Legislature  have  convened  & 
taken  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  under  consideration.  For 
however  prejudicial  a  Delay  in  this  matter  will  certainly  be  to  the 
Interests  of  the  State,  the  evils  resulting  from  it  would  not  Ije  so 
extensive  as  these  which  might  ensue  from  a  breach  betwixt  the 
Legislature  and  the  Gen'  Congress. 

These  Remarks  it  has  become  my  Duty  as  the  supreme  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  of  this  State  to  make  gn  the  Resolutions  trans- 
mitted to  me. 

What  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  on  them  will  be  I  cannot 
take  upon  me  to  determine  ;  but  if  I  can  judge  fi'om  the  senti- 
ments of  several  members  of  the  Legislature  &  principal  officers 
of  Government  now  with  me  to  whom  I  have  communicated 
them  I  have  reason  to  tliink  they  will  be  considered  as  by  no 
means  satisfactory, 

The  measure  of  the  sufferings  of  this  State  is  nearly  full. 
Those  which  have  been  brought  upon  them  by  thek  spirited 
exertions  in  the  Common  Cause  &  the  operations  of  a  powerful  & 
enraged  enemy,  tiiey  liave  I  trust  submitted  to  with  a  becoming 
firmness.  In  what  light  they  will  consider  the  attacks  made 
upon  tJiem  in  the  Hour  of  their  Distress  by  those  who  ought 
to  be  their  friends  and  supporters  will  be  best  judged  of  by 
considering  the  unconquerable  spirit  they  have  shown  in  resisting 
the  Incroachments  and  usurpation  of  the  British  Government. 

As  the  critical  situation  in  which  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
have  placed  the  executive  authority  of  this  State  will  constrain 
me  to  quit  the  field  in  order  to  convene  the  Legislature  you  will 
be  pleased  to  direct  your  next  letter  for  me  at  my  house  at 
Pokeepsie.  I  am  &c,  &e.  &c. 

Geo.  Ci.intok. 
His  Excellency  John  Jay  Esq.  President  of  Congress. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


974  conteovebsy  kespectikg  the 

GOy.  CLINTON  TO  THE  N.  T.  DELEGATION  IN  CONGRESS. 

Camp  in  the  Highlands  7">  Juae  1779. 
Gentlemen. 

I  received  your  letter  respecting  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  at  this  Place  where  I 
have  collected  a  large  body  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  in  order 
to  strengthen  the  Continental  Army  and  to  oppose  the  Designs 
of  the  Common  Enemy — my  public  letter  to  Congress  of  tills 
date  is  expressive  of  my  sentiments  on  those  Resolutions  &  I  am 
confirmed  in  them  by  the  concurring  opinion  of  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  &  of  the  principal  officers  of  Govern- 
ment who  axe  now  with  me  in  the  field.  I  lament  extremely 
that  at  a  crisis  so  alarming  not  only  to  the  safety  of  the  State 
but  to  the  general  weal  I  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
withdrawing  from  the  immediate  command  of  the  militia  at 
this  Place  &,of  convening  the  Legislature  in  order  to  lay  before 
them  the  Resolutions  of  Congress.  What  effect  this  must 
necessarily  have  upon  the  militia  J  shall  leave  it  to  yourselves 
to  determine.  Had  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  taken  proper 
notice  of  the  late  attrocious  outrage  committed  against  the 
Authority  of  this  State  by  an  officer  holding  Rank  in  their 
service  and  had  they  adopted  some  measure  for  liberating  the 
civil'  &  mihtary  ofScers  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  now 
imprisoned  by  persisting  in  their  allegiance  to  this  State  St  for 
preventing  the  like  outrages  in  future  it  might  at  least  for  the 
present  have  in  some  measure  atoned  for  the  insufficiency  of 
their  Resolutions.  How  the  interposition  of  this  State  in  favor 
of  their  Servants  can  consistent  with  its  Honor  &  Justice  be 
longer  withlield  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  direct  your  next  letters  for  me  at  Pokeepsie. 
I  am  he.  &c.  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
The  honi'i* 
The  New  York  Delegates  in  Congress. 
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GOV.  CLINTON  TO  GEN.  WASHINGTON. 

Camp  Highlands  Xune  7ta  1779 
Sir, 

It  is  with  infinite  Regret  I  inform  yonr  Excellency  that  in 
consequence  of  some  violent  Outrage  lately  committed  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland  and  which  the  ReBolution9  of  Congress 
(copies  of  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit)  do  not  in  my 
opinion  tend  to  remedy,  the  Dnty  I  owe  to  the  State  will  soon 
constrain  me  to  quit  the  field,  in  order  to  convene  the  Legislature 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  vindicating  the 
Authority  of  this  government,  I  had  flattered  myself  tliat  in 
consequence  of  my  Representation- that  Ethan  Allen  having  the 
Rank  of  a  CoP  under  Congress  liad  with  his  associates  seized  & 
imprisoned  the  principal  civil  &,  military  olficers  of  tliis  State  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Congress 
would  have  adopted  such  measures  as  might  have  prevented  this 
State  from  the  crue!  necessity  they  will  too  probably  be  reduced, 
to  in  a  short  time  of  opposing  force  to  force  Your  Excellency 
who  knows  my  Inclinations  &  Conduct,  the  Zeal  &  Exertions  of 
this  State  in  the  Common  Cause  &  their  long  k  patient  forbearance 
under  the  usurpation  of  its  revolted  citizens  will  judge  with 
what  anxiety  we  look  forward  to  the  cruel  dilemma  to  which  by 
the  great  principle  of  self  preservation ;  we  may  shortly  be 
reduced ;  and  this  anxiety  is  rendered  doubly  Painful  by  the 
Reflection,  that  the  gen'  interest  of  America  must  necessarily  be 
aflected  by  applying  the  Resources  tor  maintaining  the  authority 
of  this  State,  which  have  been  so  amply  and  liberally  afforded 
by  them  since  the  commencement  of  tiie  war  in  support  of  thd 
common  Cause.  It  is  become  my  Duty  however  to  provide  in 
time  for  such  operations,  as  the  Legislature  may  tliink  proper 
to  adopt  in  consequence  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  which  I 
have  reason  to  imagine  will  be  considered  as  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  I  have  therefore  to  request  tiiat  your  Excellency 
will  he  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  Directions  for  returning 
within  the  State  the  six  brass  six  Pounders  together  with  their 
apparatus  which  the  State  lent  for  the  use  of  tiie  Army  in  1776 
or  that  in  case  of  loss,  you  will  order  them  to  be  replaced  as  soon 
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as  possible.  In  order  tlmt  timely  Measures  may  be  adopted  ibr 
supplying  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Provisions  for  tiie  Army  I  tliinii 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  inform  your  Excellency  tjiat  the  Maga- 
zine of  Flour  whieli  the  Legislature  have  authorized  me  to  collect 
may  probably  be  wanted  for  the  operations  wliich  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  support  the  authority  of  the  State;  and  tliat  it  is  not 
unlikely  I  shall  not  only  be  prevented  from  filling  up  the  conti- 
nental Battalions  by  the  drafts  from  the  Militia  already  made 
but  tliat  by  the  Attention  to  the  civil  and  military  duties  I  owe 
particularly  to  the  State  in  this  critical  Conjuncture  I  may  not 
be  able  to  carry  into  Execution  the  measures  I  suggested  to  your 
Excellency,  and  which  you  thought  proper  to  approve  of,  for 
favoring  tJie  operations  on  the  western  frontiers:  However  as 
lam  particularly  anxious  for  the  success  of  the  Enterprize  in 
that  quarter  it  is  my  determination,  to  abide  by  my  former  Inten- 
tions, unless  restrained  by  superior  Considerations,  and  to  conti- 
nue to  give  your  Excellency  every  aid  in  my  Power,  under  the 
present  Circumstances  of  the  State,  for  opposing  the  common 
Enemy,  I  am  &c.  &,c.  kc. 

His  Excellency  Gen'  Washington.  Geo:  Clinton, 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONGRESS  ON  TIIE  PRECEDING. 

In  Congress  June  IS'h  1779. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  7"i  June 
from  Governor  Clinton  brought  in  a  Report  whereupon  Resolved 
unanimously  that  the  Oihcers  acting  under  the  State  of  New 
York,  who  were  lately  restrained  of  their  liberty  by  certain  Per- 
sons of  a  District  called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  ought  to  be 
immediately  liberated. 

Resolved  unanimously  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  a  certain  District  known  by  the  Name  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
Matters  and  Things  contained  in  the  Letters  of  Governor  Chnton 
of  the  291I1  May  and  of  the  7"'  Instant  and  that  Copies  of  the 
said  Letters  be  transmitted  to  tlie  said  Committee  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  report  specially  t 
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Resolved  miaiiiraously  that  it  was  not  tlie  Iiiteution  oC  Coji- 
gress  by  their  Resolutions  of  the  first  Instant  nor  ought  tlie  same 
or  any  part  thereof  to  be  consti'ueii,  to  hold  np  Pi'inciples  sub- 
vei-sive  of  or  unfavourable  to  the  internal  Polity  of  any  or  either 
of  the  united  States. 

That  Congress  expect  very  salutary  effects  from  the  Apjioitit- 
raent  of  the  said  Committee  thei'efore,  all  furtlier  proceedings  on 
Governor  Clinton's  Letter  be  postponed  until  they  report, 
Exti'act  from  the  Minutes 
(Copy)  CiiA  Thomson  SecT 


COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS  TO  SAMUEL  MINOT,  Es^.  &c. 

Bennington,  June  '23'i,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Tlie  Subscribers  are  here  at  present  as  Members  of  a  Commit- 
tee of  Congress  sent  for  the  express  purpose  of  endeavouring  to 
bring  about  an  amicable  settlement  of  tlie  Differences  between 
the  State. of  New  York  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants  who  have  farmed  themselves  into  a  State  called  by 
them  the  State  of  Vermont.  We  have  understood  that  you  and 
others  who  adhere  to  the  State  of  New  York  have  declined  taking 
your  Turn  of  Militia  Duty  for  the  Defence  of  the  frontiers 
because  the  Requisition  was  made  under  tiie  Authority  of  the 
State  of  Vermont  and  that  you  have  met  witJi  some  Trouble  on 
this  Account.  We  have  therefore  sent  ttiis  to  inform  you  that 
we  hope  tiiere  will  be  by  interposition  of  Congress  a  happy 
Accomodation  of  all  Differences  in  a  short  Time  j  in  the  mean 
wiiiie  we  have  obtained  a  promise  from  Governor  Cliitteuden 
that  you  shall  not  be  molested  till  matters  are  finally  settled  and 
we  have  engaged  to.  write  to  you  voluntariiy  and  freely  to  raise 
your  full  Proportion  of  Men  whenever  your  Neighbours  are  called 
and  you  are  informed  of  this  either  by  continental  Oilicers  or  the 
New  State  till  such  Time  as  you  have  Special  Directions  from 
the  Governor  of  New  York  which  we  hope  to  obtain  for  you  on 
our  Return  hence.     This  we  are  coniident  you  will  readily  comply 
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tl         tl  Pi  le  will  b'e  tempted  to  impute  your  CondnBi 

t     1     11    t    n  t    tl  e  Cmse  of  the  United  States.     We  hope  joa 

U  u  le  sta  d  tl  t  the  Protection  and  Forbeai-ance  wliieh  is 
p  o  n  s  1  n  J  b  1  alf  is  to  be  considered  as  on  the  condition 
f  T  i  ally  c    iplying  with  our  Request  and  in  every 

Respect  behaving  quietly  and  orderly  while  the  measures  for 
Pacification  are  ou  foot. 


GOT.  CHITTENDEN'S  PROMISE. 

Bennington  23^.  June  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  favor  by  M'.  Tucker  came  to  hand  yesterday,  Ahe 
unhappy  to  liear  of  a  second  Insurrection  and  open  Violation 
of  the  Authority  of  this  and  the  United  States ;  Tlie  present 
distressed  Situation  of  our  northeni  Frontiers  absolutely  demands 
the  assistance  of  their  Brethren  and  Friends.  Am  sorry  to  find 
that  private  difficulties  should  in  the  least  impede  and  prevent 
a  general  Union  in  Defence  of  the  Grand  CoHtest  on  wliich  the 
Liberty  and  happiness  of  the  whole  depends. 

With  pleasure  I  can  inform  you  (and  desire  the  same  may  be 
communicated  to  the  respective  Iidiabitants)  that  a  Committee 
of  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  have  arrived  at  this  Place, 
from  which  we  may  expect  the  most  salutary  and  agreeable 
effect  in  a  speedy  Settlement  of  the  unhappy  Dispute  between 
this  and  the  State  of  New  York. 

From  the  Situation  of  the  present  aifairs  and  the  pressing 
necessity  of  securing  our  fxonlier  Inhabitants  togellier  witli  tlie 
Advice  of  the  Committee  aforesaid  transmitted  m  a  Letter  ;  I 
presume  tlie  Inhabitants  will  readily  tnrn  out  in  Defence  of  their 
Country  agreable  to  ordera ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  I  would 
recommend  wliile  they  continue  to  do  their  proportion  in  the 
present  War,  the  suspending  of  all  prosecutions  in  the  Law 
against  those  who  acknowledge  tliemselves  Subjects  of  the  Sfate 
of  New  York  (except  Capitol  Offences)  until  Congress  make  a 
final  Determination  in  tlie  Matter. 

I  am  Sir  Your  hum'''^.  Ser*. 

Tkos.  Chttte^den. 

A  true  Copy  p'  Jos.  Fay. 
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GOV.  CHITTENDKN'S  ANSWEUS  TO  THE  QUEUiES  OF  TUK 
COMMITTEE  OP  CONGKESS. 

State  of  Vermont,  Bennington,  24'h  June,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

Agfeable  to  your  Requisition  I  have  made  and  subjoined  to 

your  Questions  tlie  follo^ving  answers,  viz  : 
Q :  Are  there  any  Lands  in  tliis  Stiite  still  unpatented  f 
A  :  Yes  a  large  Body  which  was  not  gi'anted  previous  to  tlie 

king's  Prahibitioii  to  the  Governor  of  New  Yorl::. 

2  Q. :  Are  there  any  Lands  which  have  been  patented  by  the 
State  of  Vermont  and  in  what  Condition  were  they  before  1 

A  :  None  as  yet  but  many  Petitions  are  made  and  are  on  File 
waiting  for  a  settienieut  of  tl\6  public  Disputes. 

3  Q :  Ai-e  there  any  Lands  patented  under  New  Hampshire 
and  regranted  to  different  Persons  under  New  York  but  are  not 
yet  occupied  by  either  of  the  Grantees. 

A  :  Yes  a  large  quantity. 

4  Qu  :  Are  there  any  Lands  patented  under  New  York  of  date 
prior  to  the  Patents  under  New  Hampshire  and  at  present 
possessed  under  the  New  Hampshire  Title  1 

A  :  Some  old  Patents  of  New  York  are  said  to  extend  over 
some  Parts  of  the  Townships  of  Pownal,  Bennington  and  Shafts- 
bury. 

5  Qu  :  Are  there  any  Persons  living  in  t!ie  State  of  Vermont 
upon  the  New  Hampshire  Riglits  who  have  large  Property  in 
Lands  in  different  Townships  not  yet  improi'ed  1 

A :  Some  few  there  are  and  there  is  many  that  own  small 
Quantities. 

6  Qu.  Are  there  any  Persons  in  actual  Possession  of  Lands 
under  the  New  York  Title  to  which  others  have  a  prior  Right 
under  New  Hampshire  1 

A  :  Yes  some  few. 

7  Qu ;  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  Proclamations  by  the  Governor 
of  New  York^would  secure  your  Property  in  the  Soil  tho'  the 
jurisdiction  were  allowed  1 

A  :  By  no  Means,  as  it  is  only  a  shadow  without  any  principle 
Substance  calculated  to  answer  sinister  Purposes  which  is  implied 
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in  his  second  Proclamation  viz'  :  "  That  all  such  lands  which 
Lave  heretofore  been  granted  by  the  Governments  of  New 
Hampshire  or  Massaclmsetts  Bay  and  have  not  been  since  Granted 
by  the  Goverament  of  New  Yorii "  the  iVords  "  and  Imve  not 
since  been  granted  by  the  Government  of  New  York"  wholly 
exclude  the  most  valuable  Lands  in  this  State  ;  including  that 
whicli  is  in  actual  Possession,  as  the  State  of  New  Yorlc  have 
since  made  Grants  of  tlie  same  Lands — and  I  presume  to  gay  it 
is  not  in  tlie  Power  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  to  conflrns 
■those  Lands,  being  previously  granted  to  others.  There  are 
sundry  other  Passages  in  the  same  Proclamation  equally  insufS- 
lent  and  dissatisfactory. 

8  Qu  :  If  the  Property  of  your  Lands  were  perfectly  secured 
to  you  would  you  be  willing  to  return  under  the  Jurisdiction  of 
New  York  1 

A :  We  are  in  the  fullest  sense  as  unwilling  to  be  under 
the  Jurisdiction  of  New  York  as  we  can  conceive  America 
woidd  to  revert  back  under  the  Power  of  Great  Britain  (except 
B  few  disaffected  Inliabitants  who  say  they  will  become  willing 
subjects  of  this  State  on  the  approbation  of  Congress)  and  we 
should  consider  our  Liberties  and  Privileges  (botli  civil  and 
religious)  equally  exposed  in  future  Invasions. 

9  Qu  :  Would  your  returning  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  New 
York  promote  or  hinder  the  complete  Settlement  of  the  Country? 

A  :  Experience  has  taught  me  to  believe  that  it  would  greatly 
impede  the  settlement  of  tliis  Country  to  have  it  affixed  to  New 
York. 

10  Qu  :  What  was  the  occasion  of  Col»  Allen's  proceeding  by 
arms  to  take  and  confine  sundry  officers  in  Cumberland  County 
who  professed  to  be  subjects  of  the  State  of  New  York  ? 

A.  Col"  Allen  proceeded  into  Cumberland  county  under 
Direction  of  the  Civil  Autliority  of  this  State  to  assist  the  Sheriff 
in  tlie  Execution  of  his  office  in  apprehending  a  certain  Number 
of  Persons  for  the  Purpose  of  bringing  them  before  the  superior 
Courts  of  this  State  for  Trial  for  riotously  impeding  a  certain 
officer  in  the  Execution  of  liis  Office  in  selling  Estate  taken  by 
said  officer  according  to  Law  from  Persons  who  refused  to  do 
their  tour  of  Militia  Duty  in  Guarding  the  Frontiers  of  this 
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and  the  united  States  of  America  Against  the  Common  Enemy 
agreeable  to  Orders  of  the  Board  of  War  of  this  State  issued  ia 
Pursuance  of  advice  received  from  Brig'  General  Clinton  for 
that  Purpose. 

U  Qu.  Are  you  willing  and  do  you  think  it  is  the  Minds  of 
the  People  to  refer  tlie  flnfil  Decision  of  this  Matter  at  any  Kate 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  "i 

A,  I  believe  I  may  be  warranted  to  say  in  Belialf  of  the 
People  of  this  State  that  they  would  think  themselves  happy 
in  submitting  the  long  controverted  Differences  subsisting 
between  this  and  the  State  of  New- York  to  the  Determination 
of  Congress  they  being  allowed  equal  Privilege  as  the  State  of 
New  Yoi'k  in  supporting  their  Cause,  reserving  to  themselves  in 
the  Trial  of  all  Bights  Privileges  Immunities  and  advantages 
which  tliey  had  or  might  have  by  any  former  Grants,  Jurisdic- 
tions, Powers,  and  Privileges  on  account  of  any  Province  or 
State  heretofore  Iiad,  notwithstanding  any  subsequent  Transy 
action. 

I  am  Gentlemen  with  the  liighest  Esteem 
Your  ob'  humble  servant 

Thos.  Chittenden. 
The  Hon'''''  Docf  Wetherspoon  &  Col»  Atlee  Members  of  a 

Committee  of  Congress. 


PETITION  OF  CUMBEKLAKD  COUNTY. 

To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Thfi  Petition  of  Committees  of  the  Towns  of  Hinsdale, 
Guilford  Halifax,  Brattleborough,  Fulliam,  Putney 
Westminster,  Rockingliam,  Springfield,  and  Weathers- 
field  in  tlie  County  of  Cumberland  in  the  State  of 
New  York  upon  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  consti- 
tuents 

6Io3t  humbly  Sheweth 
That  tlie  former  Government  of  New  York  while  administered 

by  tlie  Servants  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  having  been  in 
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some  Instances  oppressive  to  tlie  Inhabitants  of  the  New  Haicp- 
ehire  Grants  West  of  Connecticut  River  ;  Several  discontented 
People  belonging  to  Albany  and  Cliarlotte  Counties  in  the  State 
before  mentioned,  Sometime  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  drew 
and  circulated  a  Petition  to  tlie  lionorable  tlie  Congress,  to  erect 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants  into  a  Separate  State. 

That  tiiis  plan  being  peaceable  and  regular  in  appeai-ance, 
many  Persons  were  drawn  into  the  Measure  througliout  tliat 
part  of  the  Grants  over  which  New  York  exercises  Juris- 
diction. 

That  the  discontented  Persons  immediately  after  they  had 
compleated  the  signature  of  t!ie  said  Petition,- called  a  Conven- 
tion ;  who  contrary  to  the  sense  of  many  of  tlie  signers,  without 
presenting  the  Petition  to  Congress,  and  without  any  applica- 
tion to  the  Convention  of  New  York  for  Redress  of  Giievances  ; 
taking  advantage  of  the  Troubles  in  wliich  the  Continent,  &. 
particularly  the  State  of  New  Yorlc  was  then  involved,  precipi- 
tately declared  themselves  independent ;  although  the  Counties 
of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  and  as  j'our  Petitioners  are 
informed  of  Albany  and  Charlotte,  were  represented  in  the 
Convention  of  New  York,  and  through  them  in  the  Continental 
Congress  at  the  times  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Indepen- 
dence, and  forming  the  Constitution  of  New  York. 

That  unless  this  Tract  of  Country  was' considered  as  repre- 
sented in  tlie  honorable  tlie  Congress,  by  the  Delegates  of  New 
York,  at  the  time  the  Colonies  were  declared  independent  of 
Great  Britain,  Congress  have  not  yet  declared  it  independent. 

That  Majorities  in  several,  and  respectable  Minorities  in  other 
Towns  in  Cumberland  County,  in  particular,  Persons  of  tlie  best 
Chai'ficter  and  Estates,  conceiving  the  Settlement  made  by  the 
ICing  of  Great  Britain  in  the  year  17C4  to  be  binding,  a,t  least 
until  Congress  sliall  otherwise  determine,  have  refused  to  join  in 
the  Revolt. 

Tliat  your  Petitioners  are  well  informed  that  in  almost  or 
quite  every  town  tliroughout  the  District,  tliere  are  Persons  wiio 
disapprove  of  the  Governmeiit  attempted  to  be  established  by 
those  who  have  revolted  from  New  York;  but  that  many  of  tiiem 
fcr  fear  of  popidar  Rage  dui'st  not  publicly  oppose  it ;  and  that 
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Since  October  last  alniost  the  whole  County  of  Gloucester  have 
fallen  off  from  Vermoat  and  are  now  in  open  opposition  to  it. 

Tliat  those  who  continue  in  allegiance  to  New  York  liave 
refused  entering  into  this  unprovoked  and  unreasonable  Rebellion 
against  lawful  Authority,  not  only  from  Principles  of  Atfection 
and  Duty  to  the  State  of  which  they  are  a  i^art ;  but  because 
they  conceive  that  an  internal  Revolution  undertaken  at  this 
critical  Juncture,  must  be  attended  with  bad  consequences  to  the 
common  Cause  of  America.  The  Powers  of  Government  must 
at  such  a  time  be  necessarily  weak,  and  eonsequenlly  inadequate 
to  the  exSi-aordinaiy  exertions  which  our  Country  requires  from 
us,  both  of  Men  and  Money.  The  precedent  which  it  would 
malie  ibr  the  disorderly  Subjects  of  other  States,  and  the  con- 
tempt she\('n  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  honorable  the  Congress, 
hereinafter  in  part  recited,  are  other  reasons  why  we  have  chosen 
not  to  join  in  measures  so  extraordinar)', 

Tliat  the  Vermont  Faction  tn  the  year  1777  made  application 
to  the  honorable  the  Congress  tiiat  what  they  had  already  declared 
an  independent  State,  might  be  considered  as  such  by  Congress, 
and  that  delagates  therefrom  miglit  be  admitted  to  Seats  in 
that  honorable  House.  Whereupon  Congress  among  other 
things  resolved,  that  it  was  composed  of  Delagates  chosen  by — '■ 
and  representing,  the  Communities  respectively  inhabiting  the 
Territories  of  New  Hampshire  &"  &.'■  New  York  &,•>  &.<=  as  ihey 
respectively  stood,  <it  the  time  of  Us  first  Insiilution.  That  it  could 
not  be  intended  that  Congress  by  any  of  its  Proceedings  would 
do  recommend  or  countenance^  any  ihing  injurious  to  the  rights  and 
Jiirisdictims  of  the  several  communities  whicJi  it  represented. 
Tliat  the  independant  Government  attempted  to  be  established 
by  the  People  stiliug  themselves  Inhabitants  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants,  could  desire  no  Countenance  or  Juslificalion  from 
the  Act  of  Congress  declaring  the  United  Colonies  to  be  independant 
of  the  Crown  of  Great  Biitain,  nor  from  any  other  act  oi-  Resolu- 
tion of  Congress.  That  the  Petition  of  Jonas  Fay  &,«  in  the 
Name  and  behalf  of  t!ie  people  stiling  themselves  as  aforesaid, 
praying  that  the  district  in  the  said  Petition  described, -miglit  b& 
ranked  among  the  free  and  independant  States,  an<l  tliat  Dela- 
gates therefrom  might  be  admitted  to  seats  in  Congress,  shoiUd 
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be  dismissed.  And  tliat  the  paper  signed  "  Thomas  Young " 
advising  the  luhabitants- of  the  said  District  to  chnse  Members 
for  a  Generall  Conreation,  and  Delagates  for  the  General  Con- 
gress and  Committee  of  Safety,  and  form  a  Constitution,  wag 
derogatory  to'tlie  Honor  of  Congress,  and  a  gross  misrepresenta- 
tion of  tlie  Resolution  of  Congress  therein  referred  to,  and  tended 
to  deceive  and  mislead  the  People  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

That  the  said  Resolutions  at  first  seemed  sufficient  to  quiett 
the  Disorders  which  then  prevailed,  and  their  appeared  in  many. 
If  not  most  of  tiie  revolters,  a  Disposition  to  return  to  their 
Duty;  But  it  was  not  long  before  the  leaders  of  the  Ma!-contents, 
in  Print  and  in  Conversation  so  misrepresented  and  explained 
those  Resolutions  as  induced  that  Party  to  believe  that  Congress 
favored  tlieir  plan. 

Tliat  tliey  have  since  formed  a  Constitution  of  Government 
and  elected  all  tlie  necessary  Officers  thereof. 

Tiiat  notwithstanding  tlve  Revolt  was  made  upon  this  Founda- 
tion tha  we  were  thrown  into  a  state  of  Nature  by  the  Colonies 
being  declared  independant  of  Great  Britain  and  had  then  a 
right  to  chnse  our  Government;  Yet  tliose  who  continued 
subjects  of  one  of  the  United  States  have  not  been  allowed  that 
Privilege,  but  the  Insurgents  both  by  their  civil  and  military 
anthoritj',  have  at  every  opportunity  attempted  to  compel  them 
to  submit  to  their  usurped  Government,  and  very  lately  many 
of  their  principal  officers  declared  la  the  most  publick' manner 
that  their  Government  was  determined  to  enforce  submission 
by  arms  until  Congress  shoiild  otlierwise  direct  and  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  Sincerity  of  tiiis  Dechu-ation  tliey  were  then  in  the 
Act  of  Compelling  Submission  to  their  Government  at  the  head 
of  about  two'  liundred  armed  men.  That  beside  this,  their 
pretended  Legislatui'e  in  June  last  passed  an  Act  declaring  that 
if  any  Person  witliin  this  pretended  State  sliall  after  the  first  day 
of  September  next  accept  hold  or  exercise  any  of&ce,  civil  or 
military,  other  than  shall  be  derived  from  the  said  pretended 
State,  he  shall  for  tlie  first  Offence,  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
hundred-  pounds,  lawful  money ;  for  tlie  second  offence  shall  be 
whipped  on  the  naked  Back,  not  exceeding  forty  stripes,  at  the 
Discretion  of  the  Coui-t ;  and  for  the  third  oifence  sliall  iiave  his 
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right  ear  nailed  to  a  Post  and  cut  off,  and  be  branded  in  the 
Forehead  witli  the  CapitJil  Letter  C.  on  a  hot  Iron. 

Having  understood  that  repeated  application  iiad  been  made 
on  the  Part  of  New  York,  to  tlie  Grand  Council  of  america,  to 
interfere  in  settling  their  iniernal  Troubles ;  the  loyal  Subjects 
of  that  State  upon  the  Grants,  liave  waited  with  much  Impa- 
tience the  Lieusure  of  your  honorable  Body  to  examine  into  tlie 
matter,  and  recommend  something  adapted  to  the  Restoration 
of  Peace  and  Tranquility.  Tliey  conceived  tl^at  by  the  third 
Article  of  the  Confederation  the  States  had  Severally  bound 
themselves  to  assist  each  other  against  all  Force  offered  to,  or 
attacks  made  upon  any  of  them  on  account  of  Sovereignty, 
or. on  any  other  pretence  whatsoever;  and  therefore  tliat  the 
general  Interest  required  tlie  honorable  Congress  (as  soon  as  they 
possibly  could)  to  use  their  Influence,  in  putting  a  Speedy  End 
to  this  political  Scliism. 

That  your  Petitioners  and  others  subjects  of  New  York  upon 
the  Grants,  have  since  this  internal  Revolution  endured  the  most 
compleat  anarchy  possible,  not  liavirg  liad  tlie  sliadow  of  Govern- 
ment amongst  tliem;  and  liave  besides  had  to  contend  with  dis- 
ordeily  headstrong  men,  who  endeavoured  to  exercise  an  usurped 
authority  over  fheinj  tliis  they  have  supported  with  all  the 
Fortitude  they  were  masters  of;  well  knowing  from  the  general 
Conversation  of  Persons  not  in  Of&ce  that  (whatever  those  who 
promoted  the  present  Disturbances  from  ambitious  and  interested 
motives  might  think)  your  honorable  Body's  expressly  recom- 
mending a  return  of  their  Allegiance,  which  we  have  almost  daily 
expected,  would  put  a  final  Period  to  the  Disturbances,  and 
restore  good  Order  and  Government, 

That  the  revolted  Party  has  endeavoured  upon  all  Occasions, 
both  in  Print  and  in  Conversation,  to  prejudice  the  Cause  of  New 
York,  by  representing  the  avowed  Subjects  of  that  State  upon 
the  Grants  to  their  Countrymen,  in  the  odious  Light  of  Tories 
and  Enemies  to  the  Country;  whereas  in  Truth  whenever  there 
has  been  a  call  for  Men  by  proper  authority,  your  Petitioners 
affirm  they  have  done  their  full  part,  and  in  some  Towns  more 
than  tlieir  part,  in  providing  Men  lor  the  Service:  And  they  are 
willing  when  called  upon  by-proper  Authority  whicli  they  can 
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conscientiously  obey,  to  do  their  full  Proportion  towards  support- 
ing tlie  War,  as  soon  as  order  and  Government  are  restored  so 
that  it  can  possibly  be  done  :  For  we  conceive  it  beyond  our 
Power  ill  tlie  present  State  of  Anarcliy,  wiiere  no  compulsory 
means  can  be  used  (except  mobbing)  to  furnish  our  Quota's 
eitlier  of  Men  or  Money. 

Tliat  alltliough  this  part  of  the  Slate  laboured  under  Grievances 
from  tlie  former  Government  of  New  York,  yet  the  Legislature 
of  the  present  Government  have  repeatedly  manifested  so  much 
Cheerfulness  in  redressing  them  as  soon  as  pointed  out,  and  a 
temper  so  contrary  to  oppression,  that  we  have  a  well  grounded 
Confidence  should  any  yet  remain  they  had  need  only  to  be 
mentioned  to  be  removed.  Entertaining  these  sentiments  of  the 
Legislature,  which  are  unfeigned,'  we  can  not  but  view  the 
present  Disturbances  solely  as  the  Contention  of  some  artful 
ambitious  and  designing  Men  for  the  Powers  of  Government ; 
but  of  such  a  nature  that  the  longer  it  is  unattended  to  the  more 
difficult  it  wii]  be  to  suppress  it. 

That  should  the  honorable  the  American  Congress  be  so 
inattentive  to  tlie  right  of  one  of  its  members  as  to  declare  the 
New  Hampsliire  Grants  an  independant  State,  the  Party  who 
have  disclaimed  their  Allegiance  to  New  York  have  shown  so 
many  Instances  of  an  inveterate  Enmity  to,  and  of  a  fixed 
Disposition  to  ruin,  those  who  have  refused  joining  with  them, 
that  great  numbers  of  the  latter  will  be  necessitated  to  sell  their 
Interests  (if  that  Priviledge  is  allowed  them)  and  remove  to  some 
other  State  :— and  your  Petitioners  are  fearful  that  that  will  be 
the  least  bad  Consequence  which  will  follow  so  extraordinary  a 
measure,  as  we  can  with  truth  assert  that  of  late  your  Petitioners 
and  tlioir  Constituents  "  are  in  the  fullest  sense  as  unwilling  to 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of"  Vermont,  "as  we  can  conceive 
America  would  be  to  revert  back  under  the  Power  of  Great 
Britain"  and  that  they  should  consider  their  Lives  and  Properties 
equally  insecure. 

Your  Petitioners  therelbre  humbly,  and  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  intreat  that  your  hojiorable  House  will  commisserate 
the  unhappy  and  distracted  situation  of  the  Tnliabitants  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  as  speedily 
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as  possible  restore  Peace  to  them  (wliicli  we  are  confident  will 
effect  it)  by  ^commending  in  the  most  explicit  manner  tliat  they 
yield  their  Allegiance  to  the  State  of  New  York,  until  .Congress 
shall  take  some  further  Resolution  upon  the  subject. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
Signed  by  order  of  8^  Committees, 

Samuel  Mikott,  Chairman. 
Brattleborougb,  23^  July,  1779. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Convention  of  Committees  for  the  County 
of  Cumberland  at  Co)".  Serjeants  in  Brattleborougb  the  33'' July, 
1779. 

Voted  tliat  this  Convention  present  a  Petition  to  tlie  honorable 
the  Congress  praying  them  to  interfere  in  settling  the  Disturbances 
upon  the  Grants  ;  and  tliat  Cliarles  Piielps  Esq'',  be  desired  to 
carry  tlie  same  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York  State,  and  if  they 
approve  the  measure,  and  will  be  at  the  expenee  of  it,  that  M'. 
Phelps  go  forward  to  Philadelphia  to  wait  upon  Congress  with 
it ; — and  as  an  Agent  to  sollicit  a  speedy  Determination. 

By  Order 
Attest.  Samuel  Min-ott,  Chairman. 

Micali  To.wnsend,  Clk. 


INSTRUCTIONS  OP  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE 


TO  ITS  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  EISOHDERS 
TREVAILISG  IN  THE  NORTH  EASTERN  PAETS  OE  THE  STATE  OF 
NEW    YOBK. 

Kingston,  August  27,  1779. 
Gent". 

Wc  anxiously  expected  that,  by  an  effectual  Interposition  of 
Cougress,  our  deluded  Fellow  Citizens  in  the  North  Eastern  Parte 
of  the  State  would  before  our  present  meeting  have  peaceably 
returned  to  their  duty,  and  prevented  the  necessity  of  coercive 
Measures  to  compel  a  submission  to  the  autliority  of  Legal 
Government.    This  we  were  tlie  more  readily  induced  to  hope 
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as  we  conceive  the  Terms  we  have  oifered  to  them  to  be  not  only 
perfectly  just  and  equitable  but  even  generous;  these  pacific 
Overtures  have  been  disregarded,  violence  and  Outrage  are  daily 
committed  upon,  and  the  Severest  punishment  tlireatened  against 
(the  latter  of  which  will  appear  from  the  inclosed  Copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont)  our 
good  subjects  in  Brattleborough  and  other  well  affected  Towns, 
who  now  claim  from  us  that  Protection  which  we  have  Solemnly 
promised  to  them  and  which  consistent  with  justice  we  can  no 
longer  withhold. 

While  on  the  one  hand  we  view  with  a  degree  of  Horror  the 
dreadful  consequences  of  having  Recourse  to  Force,  not  only  to 
this  State,  and  especially  to  the  unhappy  People  who  will  be  its 
immediate  Object,  but  also  to  the  common  cause  of  America — 
yet  en  the  other  we  are  persuaded  our  Successful  efforts,  to 
expel  ft  foreign  Tyranny  will  avail  us  little  while  we  remain  , 
Subject  to  the  domestic  Usurpation  ;  earnestly  wishing  however 
by  every  attempt  to  Peace,  to  prevent  the  evils  of  a  Civil  War, 
we  must  direct  yoa  to  entreat  once  more  the  mediation  of 
Congress. 

A  Quorum  of  the  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Resolution  of 
the  first  of  June  last,  having  never  met,  and  as  we  have  not  been 
informed  that  Congress  have  since  proceeded  in  the  business  we 
presume  it  is  remaining  before  them  in  the  same  State  it  was 
prior  to  that  day  upon  this  suposition  we  shall  take  the  Liberty 
of  suggesting  several  matters  for  their  consideration  and  propos- 
ing certain  measures,  not  only  just  and  satislactorj  in  themselves,  ■ 
but  such  as  we  believe  will  be  effectual  in  restoring  the  Peace 
of  the  State. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  all  the  Lands  in  that  District  of 
Country,  which  has  attempted  a  Separation  from  this  State  under 
the  Jiame  of  Vermont,  is  1^'  either  unpatented  and  unoccupied 
or  2'iiy  unpatented  and  actually  occupied  or  Z^^y  Patented  by 
New  Hampshire  or  Massachusetts  Bay  and  not  afterwards 
patented  by  New  York  or  4ti''J  Patented  by  New  York  prior  to 
any  Patent  under  New  Hampshire  or  Massachusetts  Bay  or  5 
Patented  by  New  Humpsh.ire  oi'  Massachusetts  Bay  and  afterwards 
patented  by  New  York. 
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With  respect  to  the  first  Case  the  Lands  must  remam  lor  the 
future  Disposition  of  Government  witli  respect  to  the  second  we 
to  coufirin  to  the  Occupuuts  their  respective 
J  together  witli  as  much. vacant  adjoining  Land  as  to 
form  convenient  Farms  not  exceeding  three  hundred  acres  each. 

With  respect  to  tlie  tiiird  we  have  engaged  to  confirm  the 
Patents  under  New  Hampsliire  or  Massacliusetts  Bay  as  fully  as 
if  they  had  been  made  under  New  York;  without  taking  any 
advantage  of  a  non  performance  of  -Condition. 

With  respect  to  tlie  fourtli  and  fifth  Cases  we  have  engaged 
besides  confirming  such  Possessions  as  were  made  under  New 
Hampshire  or  Massachiisett's  Bay  prior  to  any  Patent  for  the 
same  Lands  under  New  York  to  submit  the  Determination  of  the 
Eight  of  Soil  to  Commis's.  to  be  appointed  by  Congress  who  are 
to  determine  agreeable  to  Equity  and  Justice  without  adhering 
to  the  strict  Rules  of  Law  Provided  nevertlieless  that  the  actual 
Occupants  under  New  York  shall  be  confirmed  in  their  respective 
Possessions. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed  that  every  part  of  the  above 
District  was  indisputably  included  within  the  Jurisdiction  either 
of  New  York  or  New  Hampshire  or  Massacliusett's  Bay  and  that 
the  Right  of  Jurisdiction  as  Congress  tliemselves  have  declared 
was  not  altered  by  these  Communities  respectively  becoming 
ladependant  States. 

Having  made  these  observations  we  would  premise  further 
that  in  order  to  remove  every  objection  fully  to  evince  the 
Uprightness  of  our  Intentions  and  our  earnest  desire  for  an 
accommodation  We  are  willing  that  if  Congress  should  deem 
the  above  mode  of  determining  the  Right  of  Soil  between 
interfering  Claimants  under  New  Hampshire  or  Massachuseta 
Bay  on  the  one  and  under  New  York  on  the  other  part  ineligible 
■we  will  consent  that  it  shall  be  determined  either  immediately 
by  Congress  themselves  or  in  such  other  manner  as  they  shall 
tliink  proper  we  will  also  concede  that  on  all  Questions  relative 
to  such  Right  of  Soil  this  State  shall  not  vote  in  Congress,  that 
Congress  shall  guaranty  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Grants  the 
Performance  of  these  Terms  and  that  no  Proceeding  of  Congress 
recLuiring  or  recommending  it  to  the  Inhabitants  to  submit 
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to  tlie  Authority  of  this  State  shall  be  construed  to  injure  any 
Right  of  Jurisdiction  which  the  States  of  i^ew  Hampshire  or 
Massachusets  Bay,  may  respectively  have  to  the  above  Territory 
or  any  part  thereof. 

This  last  Proposal  does  not  arise  from  an  apprehension  that 
probably  these  States  will  claim  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the 
Grauts  lying  West  of  Connecticut  River  hut  is  mentioned  solely 
wit]i  a  view  that  nothing  would  remain  which  can  possibly  have 
even  the  appearance  of  a  Dif&culty  We  will  at  all  Times  chear- 
fully  submit  the  Right  of  Jurisdiction  to  the  decision  of  Congress 
agreeable  to  the  9'^  Article  of  Confederation. 

Those  Terms  and  Proposals  We  conceive  must  satisfy  every 
Claim  either  upon  our  Justice  or  Generosity  and  we  trust  they 
will  appear  to  Congress  to  whom  we  instruct  and  authorise  you 
immediately  to  communicate  them,  to  pledge  the  public  Faith 
of  this  State  for  the  Performance  of  them  and  thereupon  to 
sollicit  the  immediate  Interference  of  Congress  recommending  to 
such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Grants  who  at  the  Commencement 
of  the  present  War,  were  within  the  Jurisdietiou  of  New  York 
again  to  submit  to  the  Government  &  Authority  of  this  State, 
with  a  Proviso  (should  the  same  be  deemed  necessaiy)  that  such 
Interference  shall  not  be  consti-ued  to  injure  a  Right  of  Juris- 
diction existing  in  any  other  of  the  United  States, 

We  presume  it  will  be  needless  at  this  time  particularly  to 
recapitulate  all  the  Reasons  which  induced  this  State  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  a  Declaration  of  their  Sence  of  the  Conduct  of  our 
revolted  feUow  subjects,  as  they  are  fully  contained  in  the 
numberless  Papers  which  we  have  from  time  to  time  ti-ansmitted 
to  Congress  respecting  this  matter  let  it  suflice  to  mention  aa  a 
principal  Inducem'  that  tlie  Kevolters  asserted  and  their  adherents 
believed  tliat  their  attempts  to  a  seperation  from  this  State  were 
agreeable  to  and  favored  by  Congress  or  some  Members  of  Weight 
and  Influence. 

Every  Delay  on  the  Part  of  Congress  expHcitly  to  disavow  and 
disapprove  of  is  construed  by  these  People  as  countenancing  and 
has  .a  manifest  tho'  we  do  not  say  a  designed  Tendency  to  estab- 
lish and  confirm  the  secession — Their  Pretended  Legislature  has 
already  confiscated  and  are  now  disposing  of  the  Estates  of 
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Persons  who  have  joined  the  Enemy  and  probably  will  soon 
proceed  to  grant  t!ie  unappropriated  Lands — By  these  means 
they  raise  moneys  for  the  Support  of  their  Government  and  obtain 
a  great  and  dayly  accession  of  Strengtii  not  only  by  an  additional 
number  of  Settlers  but  every  other  Purchaser  will  be  interested 
to  maintain  an  authority  upon  which  their  Title  depeiids— These 
Proceedings  also  will  increase  the  Confusion  and  render  the 
Restoration  of  Peace  at  a  future  day  more  difficult  as  They 
bear  no  Share  in  the  present  public  Burthens  that  part  of  the 
Country  is  become  an  Assylum  for  all  Persons  who  wish  to  avoid 
Military  Duty  or  the  Payments  of  Taxes  and  Numbers  are  daily 
emigrating  thither  influenced  merely  by  tliis  Motive— They  will 
also  attempt  to  enforce  tlieir  cruel  Edict  and  oblige  tlie  Inhabi- 
tants of  Brattlffborougli  and  the  other  Towns  who  have  remained 
in  Allegiance  to  this  State  to  submit  to  their  usurpation — These 
Inhabitants  will  resist  and  tlie  Justice  Peace  and  Safety  of  the 
State  demand  that  we  should  and  we  are  resolved  to  assist  and 
protect  them — In  short  lor  we  cannot  enter  into  particulars, 
Matters  are  bro't  to  a  Crisis  and  we  must  in  this  session  determine 
with  Decision  upon  the  important  Question  of  protecting  our 
iaithful  Subjects  and  supporting  the  rightful  Jurisdiction  of  the 
State — What  the  Consequences  will  be  we  forbear  to  mention — 
They  may  easily  be  imaghied  and  Congress  can  prevent  them. 

One  principal  Design  of  our  present  Meeting  was  to  deliberate 
upon  this  momenluous  Subject.  We  shall  notivillistanding 
suspend  all  further  proceedures  and  continue  sitting  till  we  are 
favored  with  the  Sentiments  of  Congress  which  you  iviil  transmit 
to  us  by  the  messenger  who  convey's  this  and  whom  you  will 
detain  for  that  purpose. 

Should  we  however  be  disappointed  and  Congress  decline  to 
interpose  by  an  express  Recommendation  as  above  proposed  we 
do  in  such  Case  direct  Mr.  Jay  to  whom  we  have  in  a  special 
manner  committed  this  Business  immediatly  to  withdraw  and 
attend  us  at  this  Place. 
Gent" 

With  this  you  will  receive  a  Letter  iu  the  nature  of  Instruc- 
tions which  you  will'observ.e  is  wrote  upon  a  Pi'esumption  that 
no  Proceedings  relative  to  the  Vermont  Business  have  been  had 
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in  Congress  since  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  tlie  1»' 
of  June  last.  Slionid  subsequent  measures  liowever  liave  been 
adopted  by  Congress  whicli  you  may  conceive  equally  effectual 
and  benefieial  to  the  State  with  those  we  have  instructed  you  to 
propose  you  are  in  such  Case  at  Liberty  to  suspend  the  Commu- 
nication of  tliese  Instructions  till  our  further  Direction  and 
immediately  inform  us  of  the  measures  by  a  special  messenger. 
We  are  with  due  Respect 

Gentlemen  your  most  obedient  Servants 

By  order  of  the  Senate 

By  order  of  the  Assembly 


BESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

In  Congress  ail"  SeptM  779. 

1  Whereas  on  the  first  Day  of  June  last  Congress  by  a  certain 
Resolutionj  reciting  that  "  Whereas  divers  applications  had  been 
made  to  Congress  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of 
tiie  State  of  New  Hampshire  relative  to  Disturbances,  &  animosi- 
ties among  Ihliabitants  of  a  certain  District  known  by  the  name 
of  "  the  New  Hampshire  Grants"  praying  tlieir  Interference  for 
quieting  thereof  did  resolve  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
repair  to  tlie  New  Hampshire  Grants  &  enquire  into  the  reason 
why  tliey  refuse  to  continue  Citizens  of  tlie  respective  States 
which  heretofore  exercised  Jurisdiction  over  the  said  District ; 
for  that  as  Congress  are  in  duty  bound  on  the  one  hand  to 
preserve  inviolate  the  Rights  of  the  several  States,  so  on  the 
other  they  will  always  be  careful  to  provide  that  the  Justice 
due  to  tlie  States,  does  not  interfere  with  the  Justice  whicli  may 
be  due  to  Individuals. 

Tliat  the  said  Committee  confer  with  the  said  Inhabitants,  & 
that  they  take  every  prudent  measure  to  promote  an  amicable 
Settlement  of  all  Differences  &  prevent  Divisions  &  Animosities  so 
prejudicial  to  the  United  Statesand  did  further  resolve  that  the 
fui'th^r  Consideration  of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  the 
said  Committee  shall  have  made  report." 
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2  Anil  whereas  it  so  liappened  that  a  Majority  of  the  Committeo 
appointed  in  pursiianee  of  the  aforementioned  Resolutions  did 
not  meet  in  the  said  District  and  therefore  have  never  executed 
the  Business  committed  to  them,  or  made  a  regular  Report 
thereupon  to  Congress,  Ordered  that  the  said  Committee  be 
dischai'ged. 

3  And  Whereas  the  animosities  aforesaid  have  lately  proceeded 
so  far  and  &  risen  so  high  as  to  endanger  the  internal  Peace  of 
the  United  States  which  renders  it  indispensably  necessary  for 
Congress  to  interpose  for  the  Restoration  of  quiet  and  good 
order, 

4  And  "Whereas  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  Union  of  the 
United  States  of  America  is  the  mutual  Protection  and  Security 
of  their  respective  Rights. 

5  And  Wiiereas  it  is  of  the  last  Importance  to  the  said  Union 
that  all  Causes  of  Jealousy  &.  Discontent  between  the  said  States 
should  be  removed,  and  therefore  that  their  several  Boundaries 
and  Jurisdiction  be  ascertained  and  settled. 

6  And  whereas  Disputes  at  present  subsist  between  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay  &  New  York  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  People  of  a  District  of  Country  called  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants  on  the  other,  which  People  deny  the  Jurisdiction 
of  each  of  the  said  States  over  the  said  District ;  and  eacli  of 
the  said  States  claim  the  said  District  against  eacli  other  as  well 
as  against  the  said  People,  as  appertaining  in  the  whole  or  in 
part  to  them  respectively. 

7'h  Resolved  unanimously.  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  most 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  &  New  York  forthwith  to  pass  Laws  expressly 
authorising  Congress  to  hear  &  determine  all  Diiferences  between 
them  relative  to  their  respective  Boundaries  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  so  that  Congress 
may  proceed  thereon  by  the  First  Day  of  February  next  at 
farthest. 

8  And  further  that  the  said'  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  &  New  York  do  by  Express  Laws  for  the  Purpose 
refer  to  the  decision  of  Congress  all  Differences  or  Disputes  rela- 
tive to  Jurisdiction,  which  they  may  respectively  have  with  the 
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People  of  the  District  aforesaid,  so   tliat  Congress  may  proceed 
thereon  on  the  said  first  day  of  February  nest, 

9  Jind  also  to  authorise  Congress  to  proceed  to  liear  &  deter- 
mine all  Disputes  subsisting  between  the  Grantees  of  the  several 
States  aforesaid  ■witii  one  another  or  with  either  of  the  said 
States  respecting  Title  to  Lands  lying  in  the  said  District  to  be 
lieard  and,  determined  in  tlie  mode  prescribed  for  such  Cases 
by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  aforesaid :  And  further  to 
provide  that  no  Advantage  be  taken  of  the  Non-performance 
of  the  Condition  of  any  of  the  Grants  of  tJie  said  Lands,  but 
tliat  further  reasonable  Time  be  allowed  for  fulfilling  suoh 
Conditions. 

10  Resolved  unanimously  That  Congress  will  and  hereby  do 
Pledge  tlieir  Faith  to  carry  into  Execution  &  support  their 
Decisions  &  Determinations  in  the  Premises  in  favour  of  which- 
soever of  the  Parties  the  same  may  be,  to  the  end  that  permanent 
Concord  &  Harmony  may  be  established  between  them,  &  all 
cause  of  uneasiness  removed. 

11  Resolved  unanimously,  that  Congress  will  on  the  said  fia'st 
Day  of  Februaiy  nest  proceed  without  Delay  to  hear  &  examine 
into  the  Disputes  &  Dilferences  relative  to  Jurisdiction  aforesaid 
between  "the  said  three  States  respectively,  or  such  of  them  as 
shall  pass  the  Laws  before  mentioned  on  the  one  Part  &  the 
People  of  the  District  aforesaid  who  claim  to  be  a  seperate 
Jurisdiction  on  the  other ;  And  after  a  full  and  fan  hearing  will 
decide  &  determine  the  same  accordmg  to  Equity,  and  that 
neither  of  the  said  Slates  shall  vote  mi  any  question  relative  to  the 
Decision  thereof.  And  Congress  do  hereby  pledge  their  Faith 
to  execute  &  support  their  Decisions  &  Determination  in  the 
Premises. 

And  Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  Interest  of  the  whole  Con- 
federacy that  all  intestine  Dissentions  be  carefully  avoided  St 
domestic  Peace  &  good  Order  maintained. 

12  Resolved  unanimously  That  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  People 
of  the  District  aforesaid  who.  deny  the  Jurisdiction  of  all  the 
aforenamed  States  to  abstain  in  the  meantime  from  exercising 
any  Power  over  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  District  who 
profess  themselves  Citizens  of  or  to  owe  Allegiance  to  any  or 
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either  of  the  said  States  :  But  that  none  of  the  Towns  either 
on  the  East  or  West  side  of  Connecticut  River  be  considered  as 
inciuded  within  the  said  District,  but  such  as  have  heretofore 
actually  joined  in  denying  the  Jurisdiction  of  eitlier  of  the  said 
States,  and  have  assumed  a  separate  Jurisdiction,  which  tliey 
call  the  State  of  Vermont.  And  further  that  in  the  opioion 
of  Congress  the  said  tiiree  States  afore-named  ought  in  the  mean 
time  to  suspend  executing  their  Laws  over  any  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  District  except  such  of  them  as  shall  protess 
Allegiance  to  and  confess  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  same  respect- 
ively,^— ^And  further  that  Cimgress  will  consider  any  violences 
committed  against  the  Tenor  true  Intent  &  meaning  of  this 
Resolution  as  a  Breach  of  the  Peace  of  the  Confederacy  which 
they  are  determined  to  keep  and  maintaia ;  And  to  the  end 
tliat  all  such  violences  &.  breaches  of  the  public  Peace,  may  be 
the  better  avoided  in  tlie  said  District ;  It  is  hereby  recommended 
to  all  the  Inhabitants  thereof  to  cultivate  Harmony  &,  Concord 
amon^  tliemselves  to  forbear  vexing  each  other  at  Law  or  other- 
wise &.  give  as  little  occasion  as  possible  to  the  Interpositioo 
of  Magistrates. 

13  Resolved  unanimously,  That  in  the  Opinion  of  Congress,  no 
unappropriated  Lands  or  Estates  which  are  or  may  be  adjudged 
forfeited  or  confiscated  lying  in  the  said  District,  ought  until  the 
final  Decision  of  Congress  in  the  Premises  to  be  granted  or  sold. 

Ordered,  That  Copies  of  the  aforegoing  Resolutions  be  sent 
by  express  to  the  States  of  New  York  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts  Bay,  and  to  the  People  of  the  District  aforesaid  ; 
and  tJiat  they  be  respectively  desired  to  loose  no  time  in  the 
appointing  their  Agent  or  Agents  &  otherwise  preparing  for  the 
hearings  aforesaid. 

The  aforesaid  Resolution  being  read  over  and  a  Question  taken 
to  agree  to  the  whole, 

Resolved  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Cha,  Thomson,  Sec'y. 
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CHARLES  PHELPS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW-yOKK. 


Another  week  has  Eoled  o£f  since  I  wrote  to  y«  Honorable 
Legislature  by  the  post  last  tuesday  and  no  resolution  of  Congress 
upon  the  Termont  atltair  is  yet-  obtained  ;  as  things  are  thus 
putt  off  from  one  Day  to  another,  the  best  Improvement  I  can 
make  of  those  Delays  is  to  seek  new  Conferences  with  Different 
members  of  Congress  to  open  the  Grevianees  of  our  people 
Subjects  of  New  York  state  ;  by  the'  111  treatment  of  those  oJ' 
Vermont,  and  their  unreasonable  and  Injurious  Conduct  in 
opposeing  the  mild,  Just,  and  Equitable  Dealings  &.  Administra- 
tion of  New  York  Stale  to  them  &  us  all  which  is  so  Expressive 
of  thdt  Leniaut  pacific  and  most  Commisserating  temper 

which  tlie  present  administration  of  New  York  hath  ever 
Expressed  towards  us  on  the  Grants  and  toward  all  those  ol 
Vermont  Jaction  from  first  to  last  since  the  Kevoltition  &  in 
Deposeing  those  tyranic  Governors  and  other  Evil  officers  of  the 
Late  arbitrary  Crown  Administration. 

All  which  I  find  has  a  good  Effect  on  the  minds  of  those 
members  of  Congress  and  many  of  them  have  told  me  they  are 
Glad  that  New  York  State  have  shewn  such  a  Spirit  ol'  Goodness 
and  Justice  to  those  Subjects  ;  and  they  axe  satisfyed  and  believe 
Congress  in  General  are  satisfyed  intirely  of  the  Equity  and 
Justice  of  Administration  toward  them  people  ;  and  numbers  of 
them  Delegates  have  been  so  plain  iu  thttir  Sentiments  to  me  in 
the  matter  as  to  say  frely  it  is  high  time  Vermont  was  broke  up 
and  it  was  a  Grate  pitty  Congress  had  not  resolved  against  them 
before  things  had  Got  to  this  Length  with  them — 

But  nevertheless  I  find  those  Sentiments  are  not  the  Sentiments 
of  some  other  Delegates  of  Congress  they  think  more  favorably 
of  Vermont  and  I  believe  if  it  were  possible  with  auey  appearance 
of  Justice  or  Honour  some  of  them  are  so  in  favor  of  them 
peoplethat  they  would  be  Heartily  Glad  they  were  Established 
a  seperate  State. — However  astonishing  it  is  to  consider  of,  yet  I 
verily  believe  it  is  their  Sincere  minds  to  Let  them  be  a  State — 
And  therefore  I  expect  nothing  Else  but  a  Grate  Decision  in 
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Congress  upon  the  Subject  when  it  Comes  upon  the  tryal  by  tlie 
yeas  &  noes. 

However  I  believe  they  In  General  think  it  wont  I)o  by  aney 
meaus  for  Congress  to  omit  interposing  now  things  are  got  to 
their  High  pitch  of  Confusion. 

I-  endeavour  to  Induce  them  to  believe  the  truth  which  is  that 
if  Congress  dont  Immediately  Interpose  there  will  be  a  grate 
Effusion  of  Blood  as  soon- as  I  return  home  ;  and  that  if  it  should 
be  so  all  the  world  will  know  at  whose  Dore  it  will  be  cliai'ged 
by  all  America  ;  not  at  the  Dore  of  the  Legislature  of  New-York 
state  for  they  have  done  Every  thing  possible  to  prevent  it  and 
are  vet  with. those  people  their  Loyal  Subjects  who  have  sent  me 
to  Congress  in  their  behalfe  to  have  Congress  Interpose  ]iow 
timely  before  any  blood  is  spilt — and  also  the  Legislature  have 
repeatedly  sent  as  a  State  for  that  purpose  moreover  Governor 
Clinton  as  tlieiHead.of  tliat  State  and  Political  father  of  them 
Good  people  under  his  Jurisdiction  has  also  repeatedly  sent  to 
the  same  purpose  ;  all  lEarnestly  praying  both  Seperately  and 
Joyntly  to  Congress  as  to  the  Grate  Council  of  all  the  States  in 
the  unity  that  they  would  be  pleased  in  their  Grate  Goodness 
Justice  and  Wisdom^  to  Interpose  by  their  Prudent  Eesolves  in 
the  premises. 

Wherefore  by  this  time  I  Conclude  your  Honour  and  the  whole 
Legislature  tliink  it  Strange,  that  Congress  has  done  nothing  all 
this  fortnit  in  so  important  an  affair  ;  all  of  whom  I  have  asked 
the  reason  of  the  Delay  say  it  is  Impossible  tor  Congress  to  take 
it  up  yet  there  is  so  much  pressing  business  lying  before  them 
prior  to  ours  with  Vermont  they  Could  not  possibly  proceed  upon 
this. 

Yet  X  am  told  last  week  tliere  was  an  order  of  Congress  to 
proceed  upon  It,  on  monday  then  nest  which  was  yesterday — but 
the  Business  of  tlicrrench  Auibassendor  who  is  soon  to  set  Sail 
Sir  France  has  Engrossed  .all  tlie  attention  of  Congress  for  some 
Days,  past  and  Yesterday  also  and  now  I  understand  it  is  put  of 
until  tomorrow  'being  Wednesday  and  hope  it  will  come  on 
tlien — but  have  no  (Certainty  of  it-+-there  are  so  many  avocations 
Intercepting  of  me  I  Cant  rely  on  any  Encouragement  of  any 
pai-ticular  time  if  never  so  solemnly  agreed  upon — to  Quiet  my 
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restless  Impatience  tliey  tell  me  to  Persevere  hopin-;  and  waiting 
I  shall  have  my  Just  Expectations  all  answered  to  Due  time. 

But  I  have  no  reason  to  think  much  Less  to  Detirmin  as  it 
Is  now  become  a  matter  of  grate  Importance  that  it  will  soon  be 
brought  to  an  Issue  and  resolved  upon  be  sure  if  the  Resolve  is 
a  good  one  but  that  It  will  take  up  a  long  time  to  Determine 
upon  the  mode  of  pacification  of  the  parties  Each  of  whom  are 
very  Stile  &  Resolute  in  their  respective  ways  Great  Debate 
win  Ensue  upon  the  Disquisition  and  adjudication  of  matters  of 
Buch  Influence  and  Importance  to  all  the  united  States  aud  of 
such  Delicacy  to  the  People  and  y«  whole  Jurisdiction  of  new 
York  State  in  particular  as  those  matters  are — But  besides  all 
this  the  Strong  Attachment  of  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Delegates 
of  Congress  to  the  side  of  Vermont  &  so  strenious  in  tlielr  favor 
that  Vermont  Continue  Jurisdiction  that  I  am  not  Certain  but 
they  will  Get  an  order  of  Congress  to  set  them  atime  with  the 
other  States  to  be  heard  upon  their  respective  Claims  of  that 
District  as  I  have  [been  informed  by]  one  of  the  Delegates — 
which  if  that  should  be  resolved  so  it  will  take  up  a  Long  time 
before  there  will  be  any  Interposition  of  Congress  I  t«ll  them 
the  Consequence  of  that  will  Issue  in  Immediate  Blood — but  at 
present  I  Comfort  my  selfe  with  an  assurance  of  some  good  & 
powerful  advocates  in  our  favor  and  in  opposition  to  tliat 
procrastinating  Scheam  to  the  Eternal  Dishonor  in  my  Humble 
opinion  of  those  members  who  shall  appear  tlie  Sticklers  for  it. 

My  Endeavors  are  to  attach  as  many  Delegates  in  our  Interest 
as  possible  and  to  oppose  such  a  raischevious  scheem  as  tliat 
appears  to  me  to  be  and  move  Congress  to  resolve  that  Vermont 
Cease  all  future  Jurisdiction  over  any  part  of  tliat  District  Called 
the  Grants— untill  the  Circumstances  and  Police  of  the  united 
States  will  admit  the  Congress  their  Great  Councel  fully  to  hear 
all  the  Different  State  Claimants  to  that  District  or  any  part 
thereof  and  then  to'hear  Vermonts  Claims  also — but  not  before 
and  thereupon  for  Congress  to  resolve  what  ought  to  be  done  in 
the  premises  and  tlieir  adjudication  tlience  to  be  final  and  I  Cant 
Consent  to  any  other  resolve  as  things  are  situate  I  tell  the 
Delegates  neither  will  New  York  Legislature  accept  any  other  I 
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am  persuaded  and  if  Congress  wont  so  Resolve  we  sliali  Imme- 
diately Come  to  Blood — against  me 

Others  say  Let  the  Resolve  of  Congress  be  that  Vermont 
Exercise  no  Jurisdiction  over  any  person  or  persons  or  their 
Estate  Claiming  to  be  under  New  York  Massacluisetta  or  New 
Hampshire  States  and  their  own  Declaration  shall  be  the  Decisive 
Determination  who  are  under  the  afors"!  respective  Jurisdiction 
of  those  States. 

But  there  are  so  many  objections  Confronting  such  a  resolution 
I  tell  them  in  stead  of  Congress  preventing  the  Efusion  of  Blood 
it  will  bring  it  on  in  a  most  violent  &  rapid  manner  It  is  too 
tedious  for  you  Gent"  to  liere  them  they  are  so  numerous  but 
your  Good  sense  will  upon  a  little  adverting  upon  tlie  Conduct 
of  officers  arresting  men  &  Estate  &  both  to  be  released  by  order 
of  Congress  if  such  an  order  passes  what  Quarrels  and  Bloody 
noses  will  Inevitably  be  the  Consequence. 

Therefore  there  seems  a  necessity  of  Geographical  Lines  of 
Jurisdiction  being  Used  to  make  it  safe  for  officers  &,c  to  know 
who  the  true  objects  of  their  warrants  &  other  process  are  when 
upon  one  District  undivided  there  are  two  or  more  Rival  Juris- 
dictions of  Rival  Governments  &  all  tlie  officers  thereof  in  a 
hot  fierie  Rivalship  with  Each  other  upon  such  Important  & 
Delicate  points.  Wherefore  notliing  further  in  the  premises 
transpiring  Beg  Leave  to  Close  this  Long  narrative  to  your 
Honors  by  subcsribing  my  selfe  with  grate  Esteem  your  Honors 
very  Humble  much  obliged  &  very  Dutiful  Subject  and  most 
obedt  Humble  Servant  at  Command  of  the  Honorable  Legislature, 
Charles  Phelps. 

Philadelphia  Septembr  21^'  1779. 
To  the  Honorable  President  of  the  right  Honorable  Senate  tlie 

Honorable  Speaker  of  tlie   very  l^spectable  &   Honorable 
y  of  Legislature  of  New  York  State. 
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MESSAGE  OF  GOV.  CLINTON  TO  THE   lEGISLiTURE   OF 

THE  STATE  NEW  YOM. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  you  with  this  Message  an 
Aet  of  Congress  of  the  ^^  of  September  last  for  adjusting  the 
Controversies  and  settling  the  Disturbances  subsisting  in  tlie 
North  Eastern  District  of  this  State — if  the  Measures  recom- 
mended by  Congress  meet  with  your  Approbation  you  will 
readily  perceive  the  Propriety  of  immetJiately  enacting  the  Laws 
necessary' for  carrying  them  into  Execution. 

Geo.  Clintok. 

Kingston  S-i  October  1779. 


CHARLES  PHELPS  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 
Sir, 

I  Humbly  pray  your  Excellency's  attention  to  tliis  my  most 
Humble  Desire  praying  your  most  Kind  &.  Important  Influence 
iipda  the  minds  of  the  Honorable  Legislature  that  my  aecompt 
fornly  Expence  to  Congress  in  behalf  of  this  Patriotic  State  in 
a  matter  of  so  much  Importance  to  the  Justice,  the  Sacred  Rights 
of  Jurisdiction,  the  Einoliiment  and'  Lasting  tranquility  of  this 
whole  State;  against  the  Lawless  &  Treasonable  pretended 
Domination  of  such  a  Contumacious  most  violent  Insulting 
headstrong  and  ferocious  People  of  Vermont ;  Eissen  up  in  the 
woods  among  the 'mountains,  Snatching  at  the  Helm  of  Govern- 
ment, wrencliing  the  Sacred  and  awful  Scepter  thereof  ont  of  tlve 
Hands- of  tliose  wlio  were  Lawfully  Commissioned  to  wield  it; 
to  the  Infinite  Prejudice  of  the  people  of  the  wliole  State  and  in 
Contempt  of  the  authority  of  Congress  and-  to  the  wliole  magis- 
tracy of  lliis  and  in  its  Consequence  to  tliat  of  the  wiioie  united 
States ;  winch  Every  Statesman  &  Learned  Polititian  throughout 
tliese  Stales  must  necessarily  own  without  Hessifancy  upon  the 
first  Clear  and  Impartial  view  thereof.  Wherefore  the  matter 
of  my'  negotiations  both  at  your  Honorable  Legislature  and  at 
the  Honorable  Continental  Congress  of  such  Grate  Importance 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE   GRANTS.  1001 

and  my  assiduity  Zeal  and  most  Engaged  attention  with  the 
Constancy  and  Elaborate  application  tliroiigli  out  tlie  wiiole 
Long  series  of  that  fatiguing  Journey  all  most  three  montlis  in 
that  Important  season  of  theyear  it  being  business  of  that  weight 
&  Importance  Demanding  my  utmost  attention  of  Body  &  mind 
to  have  all  things  Don  in  the  best  manner  I  was  Capable  in 
Governmental  matters  of' such  Grate  weight  Delicacy  &,  Conse- 
quence to  the  whole  State  of  which  I  have  the  lienor  of  being  a 
member^tho  it  seems  by  tlie' wiee- Conduct  and  in  the  Just 
Esteem  of  this  Honorable  Legislature  but  a  worthless  one  in 
their  Gtanting  me  notliing  but  my.P-ocliet  Expence  tho  I  was  so 
frugal  therein  hereby  lotioiating  I  am  the  most  InsignificaHt 
Subject  or  the  Least  one  of  die  most  minute  members  of  the 
whole  State  for  no  Doubt  the  Court  would  Give  even  a  Common 
Scavenger  as  much  as  his  Pocket  Expence  to  tlo  any  Drugery 
for  the  State — the  words  of  the  act  of  the  State  are  "  to  go  to 
Congress  at  tlie  Expence  of  the  State"  or  tantamount,  nor  iu 
Common  parlance  they  must  be  understood  the  whole  Expence 
otherwise  if  the  General  Court  meant  to  pay  but  part  or  only 
pocket  expence,  the  act  would  be  so  worded — but  I  not  wishing 
to  shew  my  self  over  scrupilous  ef  the  Honour  or  Justice  of  the 
Court  after  asking  his  Honor  the  Levt.  Governor  &  some  others 
of  the  Honorable  Senate  &  several  Senior  membera  of  the  Hcm- 
orable  Assembly  Chamber  whether  the  act  ment  to  pay  me  for 
my  time  &  horse  liire  the  answer  was  no  Doubt  for  all  the 
Expence  and  told  me  when  I  com  back  from  Congress  bring  in 
your  bill  for  all  Expence  no  Doubt  it  will  be  Granted — 

Wherefore  I  most  Humbly  pray  to  ask  why  I  may  not  be  payed 
for  my  whole  Expence  as  w^ell  as  all  other  servants  of  the  State  I 
dont  meen  the  Honorable  Legislators  they  are  chosen  the  Patrons 
&  political  fathers  of  tlie  State  the  Honour  &  Dignity  of  that 
Exalted  &  most  Sublime  office  &  the  Custom  of  the  Brilish  Par- 
liament to  serve  tree  of  pay  or  reward  Constitutes  a  grafe  diifer- 
ence  of  wliich  our  high  Courts  of  State  Legislation  throughout 
British  entrusted  America  is  a  most  Conspicuous  EmbJem  of; 
tlierefbre  not  to  hs  set  upon  a  par  with  others  in  Service. 
Degrading  their  Illustrious  Dignity  with  Common  servants  of  tl'\e 
State  upon  whojne  such  Imperial  Power  Confidence  Honour  and 
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Dignity  is  not  Confered  as  it  is  upon  the  Riglit  Honorable  Legis- 
lators of  a  Sovereign  State,— For  your  Solicittors  at  Congress 
have  10,000  pounds  Granted  them  if  need  bo  Last  Court  T  am 
told  your  officers  &  Soldiers  your  Comau'ssiaries  &  all  specially 
Employed  in  business  of  the  State  are  payd  their  whole  Expence 
your  Carters  &  waggoners  and  all  others  ,  And  it  is  the  universal 
Practice  of  this  and  all  other  States  to  pay  in  full  for  ye  Expence 
time  &c  and  why  I  should  be  Exempted  I  know  not  so  Contrary 
to  all  Custom  in  such  Cases  as  I  served  this  State  in— wherefore 
I  most  humbly  pray  a  reconsideration  of  my  accompt  on  your 
files  and  that  I  be  payed  one  Dollar  &  one  halfe  pr  Day  of  the 
Spanish  kind  &  my  Horse  Hire  as  in  my  account  charged  which 
was  Esteemed  a  moderate  price :  then  by  your  Excellencys  own 
mouth  to  me  and  others  &  if  I  am  payd  in  Continental  I  Humbly 
pray  for  an  Equitable  Equation  as  things  now  are  valued  in 
merchandizes  Land  production  &,c  who  am  Sir  your  Excellencys 
&  the  Honorable  Legislatures  most  Humble  &  obed'.  Servant 
and  Ever  true  Loyal  Subject  at  Command. 

CJijAELES  Phelps. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  and  the  Honorable 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  most  Humbly  presented 
this  my  second  adress  in  the  premises  Hoping  the  prayer  tliereof 
be  fully  Granted.  C.  Phelps, 

(Endorsed)  Read  in  Assemv.  Teby.  14"'  1780  and  Committed 
to  Mess^'s  Palmer  Vrooman  &  Day. 

TJie  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Cliarles 
Phelps  Esq'.  Praying  a  further  allowance  for  certain  servises 
therein  mentioned  Report  that  on  the  opinion  ot  your  Committee 
that  said  Charles  Phelps  has  been  amply  allowed  and  Paid  for 
the  servises  alluded  to  in  the  Petition — That  therefore  no  furtlier 
allowance  ought  to  be  made  him. 
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PETITION  OF  MICAH  TOWNSEND  AND  OTHERS. 

To  tlie  honorable  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  in  Legislature  convened. 
The  Petition  of  Micali  Townaend  of  Cumberland  County,  on 
behalf  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County  as 
have  suffered  by  the  Disturbance  prevailing  in  the  Eastern 
District  of  this  State. 
Sheweth, 

That  since  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  a  great 
number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie  said  Distiict  have  been 
disaffected  to  the  Gfovernnient  of  this  State  ;  and  have  contrary 
to  their  Allegiance  erected  the  Tract,  commonly  called  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants,  into  an  independant  Jurisdiction. 

That  to  prevent  the  Disaffection  from  becoming  general,  and 
to  encourage  the  Inlnbilants  which  then  continued  loyal  to 
this  State  in  the  Dischaige  of  their  Duty,  as  subjects  thereof; 
the  honorable  the  Legislature  in  the  Month  of  February  in  the 
year  1778,  did  pledge  the  Taith  of  this  State  "to  concur 
"in  the  necessaij  Measuies  foi  protecting  the  loyal  Inhabitants 
"of  this  State  lesiding  in  the  Counties  of  Albany  Charlotte 
"  Cumberland  and  Glouceatei  in  their  Persons  and  Estates." 

That  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cumberland  County, 
relying  upon  the  Faitli  of  the  State  so  pledged  for  the  Protection 
of  their  Persons  and  Estates,  have  continued  in  Allegiance  to, 
and  remained  dutiful  Subjects  of,  this  State. 

That  when  the  party  wlio  had  erected  a  seperate  Government 
first  proceeded  to  take  the  Pi-operty  of  the  loyal  Subjects  of  this 
State,  the  latter  immediately  in  the  most  earnest  manner  petitioned 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  (it  being  in  the  Recess  of  the 
Legislature)  for  Protection.-  That  tliey  have  several  times  since 
repeated  their  Requests  to  the  same  Purpose. 

That  notwithstanding  the  Promise  of  the  Legislature  above 
mentioned,  and  their  several  applications  for  Protection,  Persons 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont 
have  imprisoned  a  large  number  of  the  most  respectable  Subjects 
of  this  State  in  Cumberland  County,  and  have  taken  Property 
from  a  considerable  number  of  others. 
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That  the  Persons  who  have  thus  suffered  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  Legislature  are  hound  in  Equity,  at  least  to  make  Compensa- 
tion for  the  Injuries  tliey  liave' received  since  their  Petition  for 
Protection  ;  and  a  majority  of  them  have  requested  your  Petitioner 
to  make  Application  to  the  honorable  the  Legislature  therefor. 

Tour  Petitioner  therefore. humbly  prays  tliat  the  honorable 
the  Legislature  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  Consideration  the 
Injuries  the  Persons  aforesaid  have  received  by  the  State's  not 
protecting  them,  agreeable  to  the  joint  Resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  February  1778  ;  and  make  them  a  reasonable 
Compensation  for  the  Imprisonment  of  their  Persons,  and  Loss 
of  their  Property  in  Consequence  thereof. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray  &c, 

MiCAH   TOWNSEND. 

Kingston,  June  12ti>.  1780, 


ARTICLES  OF  UNIOJV  AGEEED  TO  AT  CAMBEIDGE, 

ANNO  1781. 

Proposed  by  Convention  composed  of  the  Representatives  from 
■the  several  Districts  of  Hosick,  Sehaghtekocke,  Cambridge, 
Saratoga,  Upper  "White  Creek,  Black  Creek,  Granvil,  Skeens- 
borough,  Kingsbury,  Fort  Edward,  Little  Hosick  convened  at 
Cambridge  aforesaid  this  9  May  1781  and  by  adj' to  the' 15  of  the 
same  Tnclusive 

Article  1  That  the  District  or  Tract  of  Land  lying  north  of  a 
Line' being  extended  from  the  NortJi  Line  of  the  Massachusets 
to- Hudsons  River  and  South  of  Latitude  45  as  Compreliended  in 
the  late  Jurisdictional  Claim  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Vermont  be  Considei-ed  as  part  of  the  State  &  the  Inhabitants  as 
free  Citizens     Agreed  to 

2  That  the  whole  (if  the  Military  force  of  tJie  State  of  Vermont 
(as  occasion  may  require)  shall  be  exerted  in  our  defence  as  free 
Citizens  against  any  Insurrection,  Incursion  whatsoever  but 
especially  againsf  the  Common  Enemy     Agreed  to 

3  That  application  be  made  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
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Vermont  to  the  Congress  to  be  admitted  into  Union  with  them 
as  soon  as  Circumstances  will  admit    Agreed  to 

4  That  as  the  People  wUli'in  the  aforesaid  late  Claim  have  been 
called  upon  and  paid  a  Considerable  part  of  the  Contenental 
Taxes  into  the  Treasury  of  New  York  shall  have  credit  for  the 
same  in  case  Vermont  at  some  future  period  shouldi  be- called 
upon  to  pay  their  proportion  of  money  emitted  by  Congress 

Agreed  to  provided  the  services  done  by  Vermont  in  the 
present  war  be  included 

Reply  agreed  to  provided  the  expence  of  the  said  District  in 
the  present  war  be  likewise  included 

5  That  all  actions  depending  with  the  late  Claim  be  transferred 
in  the  situation  they  shall  be  in  at  the  Time  of  Completing  the 
Union  to  Courts  Ihat  may  be  then  forthwith  erected  under  the 
authority  of  Vermont  without  Costs  to  the  parties  other  than, 
would  have  accrued  had  they  been  Terminated  in  Courts  under 
Jiuisdiction  of  New  York    Agreed  to 

6  That  the  Change  of  Jurisdiction  shall  not  be  understood  to 
affect  or  Aleaniate  private  property    Agreed  to 

Articles  proposed  by  Legislatur 

1  That  the  Independence  of  Vermont  be  held  Sacred  and  no 
member  of  tlie  Legislature  give  his  Vote  or  otherwise  use  his 
endeavours  to  obtain  any  act  or  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  that 
shall  endanger  the  existence  Independence  or  well  being  of  said: 
State  by  referring  its  Independence  to  the  Arbitrament  of  any 
Power    Agreed  to 

2  That-  whensoever  this  State  becomes  United  with  the 
American  States  and  there  should  be  any  dispute  between  tliis 
and  any  of  the  United  States  respecting  Boundary  Lines,  the 
Legislature  of  Vermont  will  then  (as  they  have  ever  proposed) 
submit  to  Congress  or  such  other  Tribunal  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  for  the  settlement  of  such  disputes    Agreed  to 

The  foregoing  Articles  severally  mutually  agreed  to  by  the. 
Convention  and  Committee  at  Cambrid^  15'-''  May  17BI. 

John.  Rodsers  Ch.  of  Convention 
Moses  Robihsom  Ch.  Com. 
Attest. 

Jonas  Fay  Clk  Com. 
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JUDGE  YATES  TO  GOV.  CLINTON. 

Albany  ffebruary  24'''  1782. 
Sir 

The  Legislature  of  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont,  n  their 
present  Session  have  reliaquished  their  Eastern  and  Western 
extent  of  Jurisdiction.  The  adherents  to  the  constitutional 
Jurisdiction  of  this  State  wlio  liad  groaned  under  their 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  Government  immediately  thereupon 
exerted  themselves  in  apprehending  the  supporters  of  tliis  usur- 
pation. 

I  do  myself  tlie  honor  of  inclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  List 
of  the  names  of  persons  so  talien,  and  the  charges  against  them, 
and  who  in  consequence  of  my  mittimus  are  now  in  actual 
custody,  and  I  liave  reason  to  believe  that  many  more  will  be 
taken.  The  charges  are  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  admit  of  a 
Doubt  whether  they  can  be  bailed.  The  insignificancy  of  charac- 
ter or  influence,  or  the  ignorance  of  many  who  have  revolted 
against  the  Government  of  this  State,  may  possibly  afford  a 
sufficient  reason  to  government  to  direct  an  induJgence  to  those, 
which  might  be  justly  withheld  from  the  principal  aiders  and 
abettors,  and  for  which  the  Law  as  it  now  sfands  lias  made  no 
provision. 

I  had  with  me  this  morning  Generals  Enox  St  Safford  and  M^ 
Ezra  Stiles,  who  were  directed  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont, 
by  a  Resolution  (a  copy  wliereof  I  herewith  inclose)  to  endeavor 
to  get  an  Indemnity  for  those  people.  I  told  them,  that  I 
conceived,  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  who  consider  their 
assumption  of  Legislative  power  in  Vermont  as  an  usurpation 
would  not  upon  the  grounds  of  such  Resolutions  admit  of  their 
application.  For  these  reasons,  to  which  they  assented  they 
intend  to  retui'u  liome. 

The  Business  of  attending  to  the  commitment  of  these  Delin- 
quents together  with  that  of  receiving  the  accounts  of  the 
sufferers  by  the  Depredation  of  the  Enemy,  and  what  are  not  all 
as  yet  collected  makes  my  stay  in  Town  tor  sonie  Time  n 
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and  I  could  wish  that  my  attendance  on  the  CouucU  of  Eevision 
for  these  Reasons  might  be  dispensed  with, 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Exceliency's  most  obedient  frend  &  Servant 

Robert  Yates. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqf  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 


LIST  OP  THE  PERSONS  IN  CUSTODY  BY  MITTIMUS  OF 
JUDGE  YATES. 

For  liolding  Mihtary  Commissions  under  the  pretended  State 
of  Vermont,  and  as  olBcers  opposing  the  Government  and 
authority  of  this  State  William  Sharp,  Francis  Nye. 

For  having  by  force  and  arms  opposed  the  Government  and 
authority  of  this  State,  Benjamin  Duel,  Lowrance  Tenseler, 
Jedediah  Crytenton,  John  Pennel,  John  Tensler,  William  Murray, 
Daniel  Clyde. 

For  having  acteti  by  Commissions  under  tlie  pretended  State 
of  Vermont  John  Snyder  Jun'. 

For  having  accepted  and  exercised  tlie  office  of  Grand  Juror 
luider  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  George  Witsel. 

For  having  accepted  the  office  of  Constable  under  the  pretended 
State  of  Vermont,  and  acting  as  such  to  the  oppression  of  the 
subjects  of  tills  State.     Bernard  Hyat. 

Committed  the  32''  &  23'i  day  of  leby  1782. 


SUBMISSION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  CAMBRIDGE 
TO  NEW  YORK. 

To  His  Escelleney  the  Governor,  Senate,  &  Assembly 

now  Conveened  at  Poughkeepsy  in  the  State  of  New 

York. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  most  humbly  sheweth. 

Tliat  Whereas  a  number  of  unhappy  People  Inhabiting  a 

District  of  Land  West  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  &  East 
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of  Hudsons  River  which  was  Claimed  by  the  State  of  Vermont 
last  "Winter  The  said  People  having  the  greatest  Apprehension 
of  total  Destruction  having  all  their  Forts  burnt  &  Deslroj  ed  & 
no  force  on  their  Frontiers  Adequate  to  withstand  the  Enemy 
from  Canada  there  being  an  open  road  for  them  which  they 
could  easily  occupy  by  having  the  Command  of  the  Waters  of 
Lake  Champlain  &  many  of  said  People's  Dearest  Relations  being 
Already  in  Captivity  without  hope  of  present  Redemption  & 
having  been  once  most  Grievously  Harrassed  by  flying  before 
the  Enemy  in  1777  out  of  which  Distress  said  People  is. not  yet 
Recovered.  So  that  they  were  not  unacquainted  with  the  Hard- 
ships of  leaving  their  Habitations  which  they  dreaded  as  they 
must  suffer  in  their  Persons  &  families  as  they  had  nothing  to 
sustain  them  abroad. — In  the  midst  of  these  Terrible  Views  & 
Apprehensions  Vermont  Solicited  [them]  to  acced  to  their  Juris- 
diction &  unite  with  them  to  which  a  great  part  of  said  District 
acceded  as  thinking  it'  the  only  mean  left  for  their  preservation 
Considering  their  Local  situation  which  Jurisdiction  has  for 
some  time  been  Exercised  by  them  over  said  People,  till  the  last 
Session  of  Assembly  of  said  Vermont  voted  that  tlie  Resolves 
of  Congress  of  the  seventh  &  twentyfirst  of  August  last  had 
Eventually  Established  the  bovmds  of  Vermont  &  of  Consequence 
the  Unions -were  Disolved. — &aa  Congress  in  their  great  Wisdom 
have  Determined  that  we  must  still  Continue  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  York  we  heartily  acquiesce  in  their  Determination 
fc  pray  that  we  may  be  Restored  to  our  former  Aliegience  under 
the  State  of  New  York  (our  Deception  was  great  our  Return  is 
hearty.) — And  as  acts  of  Lenity  &  Mercy  Dignifies  the  Human 
Nature  more  than  strict  Justice  we  doubt  not  but  that  you  in 
Tour  Clemency  k  Goodness  will  Restore  us  to  oiu-  former  Situa- 
tion that  thereby  we  may  be.  Rendered  more  Serviceable  to  the 
United-States  of  America,  and  to  the  State  of  New  York  in 
Particular,  &  yoiir  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 
Signed,  Jonathn.  Waldo, 

Jo  SI  AH  Dewey, 
FoBTUNATus  Shearman, 
Com'^«  of  Convention  tor  said  District. 
Cambridge  l^*  March  1783. 
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SUBMISSION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  GUANDVIL  T.)  NEW  YORK. 
To  lii3  Excellency  the  Governor  &  the  Honourable  Senate 
and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

The    Petition    of   the    Subscribers    Inhabitiints  of   ijranvi! 
Humbly  Shewetb — 

That  your  Petitioners  have  Iieen  Exposed  to  the  Inratious 
and  Depredations  of  the  Enemy  since  the  yeal-  1776  and  since 
the  Evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  liave  had  only  a  small  Guard  at 
Seheensborough  till  in  the  Spring  of  1780  :  Since  that  your  Peti- 
tioners have  been  Entirely  Destitute  of  any  Socor  notwithstanding 
the  many  Petitions  and  Remonstrances  Repeating  the  same — 

That  your  Petitioners  have  been  for  the  three  Last  Campains 
almost  Constantly  in  alarms  which  hath  rendered  them  in  a  most 
Deplorable  Condition  So  that  there  are  Numbers  of  familys  now 
among  us  who  have  scarce  one  Bushel  of  Grain  to  support  them 
nor  is  their  any  to  be  Purchased  within  twenty  miles  Distance 

That  under  these  Distressing  Circumstances  and  the  Insenua- 
tion  of  Artfull  and  Designing  men  your  Petitioners  were  Seduced 
to  Swerve  from  the  allegiance,  not  from  any  Desire  of  Leavelng 
the  State  Could  we  have  been  Protected  But  we  trust  your 
Excellency  and  the  honourable  Body  will  again  Receive  us,  and 
over  look  what  your  Distressed  Subjects  liave  Done  Hoping  for 
the  future  we  shall  take  Care  how  wee  are  Led  by  any  Designing 
men  and  remain  happy  subjects  under  your  Protection 

Tour  Petitioners  most  humbly  Prays  that  your  Excellency 
and  the  Honourable  Senate  and  assembly  will  take  our  Case  into 
Consideration  and  not  ouly  Pardon  them  of  their  Transgression 
But  aiford  them  some  Defence  for  the  Ensewing  Campaign  and 
your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  Ever  Pray. 

Dated  Granvil,  March  y«  4  A  D  I7i 
Thomas  Griffith 


Mosea  Sawyei 
Daniel  Curtice 
Asaph  Cook 
Henry  Wadkens 
Benjii  Baker 
DaTid  Doane 
Gideon  Allen 
Ellpliead  Parker 
Aaron  Smith 
Micah  GriiSth 
Peter  Harinton 
Moses  Powers 
Joseph  Barker 
Vni,.  IV. 


Josiali  Mix 
Sam' 11  Harndon 
James  Coval 
Isa'h  Bennett 
Theod's  Norton 
Jonathan  Harnden 
Ebn'r  Walker 
Ichabead  Parker 
John  Bateman 
James  Otea 
Peter  Grover 

64 


Abraham  TandurGB 
John  Grover 
John  Barnes 
David  Blokslea 
John  Walker 
John  Spring 
Solomon  Baker 
Thomas  Grefes 
Joseph  Herinton 
Ebcneser  Gould 

Hein  Williams 
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SUBMISSION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  WHITE  CREEK  TO 
NEW  YOKI. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqnire  &  the  Honorabla 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  tlie  State  of  New-York,  the 
petition  of  the  Subscribers  most  Humbly  shewetli — 

That  your  Petitioners  have  been  ever  since  their  settling  in 
this  County  Taithfuli  subjects  to  the  State  of  New  York  & 
notwithstanding  numbers  of  this  County  having  gone  over  to 
Vermont  yett  such  as  have  shewn  themselves  friend  to  the 
Common  cause  k  appear  to  Bee  Truly  penetant  for  their  miscon- 
duct, we  would  Recommend  to  ynur  Excellency  &  Legislature 
for  pity  ;  that  altho  they  have  swerved  From  their  allejance  to 
this  state  yet  they  have  shown  themselves  To  be  allways  in  redi- 
iiess  to  oppose  our  Enemy ;  we  would  therefore  Request  that 
your  Excellency,' &  the  Honorable  Legislature  Will  take  there 
Case  into  Consideration  &  restore  them  to  their  former  Priviilages 
&  as  in  duty  bound  shall  Ever  pray. 

White  Creek  March  &"■  1782. 

John  Armstrong  Capt  Robert  Peniiell  Robert  Boyd 

John  Henry  Alexander  Tiirnnr  Alexi'  Kennedy 

Edward  Savage  Pelatiah  Fitch  Junr  Samuel  Whorter 

John  Gray  Joshnii  Conkey  Thomas  Lyon 

Matthew  M  Whorter  Thos  Armstrong  Sacford  Smith 


GOV.  CLINTON  TO  THE  COMMITTEES  OF  CUMBERLAND  CO, 

Poughkeepsie  May  C"*  1782. 
Gentlemen 

Tour  Petition  dated  the  26'^=  April  last  was  presented  to  me 
by  M'  Shepherdson  your  Agent  in  answer  to  which  I  would  assure 
you  that  as  soon  as  the  Council  of  appointment  can  be  convened  J 
shall  use  my  best  endeavouis  that  tlie  requisite  civil  and  military 
officers  be  appointed  for  the  Towns  you  represent  agreable  to 
Tocr  Request. 

In  the  mean  time  I  transmit  you  copies  of  two  acts,  passed  by 
the  Legislature  at  their  last  Meeting,  from  which  it  will  appear 
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that  altho'  the  State  is  determined  not  to  Relinquish  it's  Right 
of  Jurisdiction  to  the  Country  distinguished  by  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants  unless  Congress  should  agreeable  to  our  Act  of 
Submission  judicially  determine  it  not  to  be  comprehended  within 
our  BoQudaiies,  yet  that  we  ai'e  disposed  to  every  i 
confirming  the  Inhabitants  in  their  Titles  and  . 
to  Right  of  Soil  and  for  liealing  animosities,  which  either  Justice 
Expediency  or  even  Generosity  can  dictate  ;  and  I  would  wish 
that  these  Copies  might  be  as  diffusively  and  expeditiously 
dispersed  as  possible  tliroughout  tiie  wJiole  of  tlie  Grants ;  as  I 
ilatter  myself  that  tire  Inhabitants  will  be  thereby  convinced 
that  while  we  resolve  to  maintain  tliat  authority  which  is 
essential  to  the  Peace  and  Welfare,  not  only  of  this  State, 
but  of  the  whole  Confederacy.  We  never  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  deprive  Individuals  of  their  Property  and  tliat 
under  fliis  Conviction  every  Cause  of  Jealousy  will  cease  and 
the  Inliabitants  will  jetm^n  to  their  allegiance  to  tiiis  State ;  and 
I  would  particularly  recommend  in  order  that  tliey  may  entitle 
themselves  to  the  security,  witli  respect  to  their  Titles  and 
Possessions,  intended  by  one  of  the  Acts,  that  Agents  or  Deputies 
may  be  elected  in  the  Towns  conformadable  tliereto  and  I  pledge 
myself  -that  Commissioners  will  be  immediately  appointed  and 
every  other  measure  taken  on  the  part  of  this  State  for  carrying 
the  good  intentions  of  tiie  Legislature  into  effect. 

It  may  not  be  improper  fur  me  to  remind  you  that  Congress 
by  their  act  of  the  24'ii  September  1779  expressly  declare  it  to 
he  the  Duty  of  the  People  inhabiting  on  the  Grants  to  abstain 
from  exercising  any  Power  over  any  Inhabitants  who  profess  to 
owe  allegiance  to  this  State  and  that  this  State  ought  to  suspend 
executing  its  Law  over  any  of  the  Inhabitants  except  such  as 
profess  themselves  to  be  its  Subjects.  This  State  has  during  the 
whole  of  the  Time  since  the  Controversy  was  submitted  to 
Congress  hitherto  strictly  observed  this  Recommendation  of 
Congress  ;  and  should  any  Person  under  pretence  of  authority 
from  the  assumed  Government  attempt  to  enforce  their  Laws, 
you  wiU  perceive  that  Resistance  by  force  is  in  every  point  of 
view  justifiable  and  the  Faith  and  Honor  of  Congress  is  pledged 
for  your  support. 
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You  doubtless  are  apprised  tliat  there  is  llie  fullest  Evidence 
of  a  criminal  and  dangerous  Intercourse  between  some  of  the 
Leaders  in  the  assumed  Government  and  the  common  Enemy 
and  this  I  trust  will  be  an  additional  Inducement  with  sucli  who 
profess  to  be  friends  to  the  Cause  of  America  to  interest  tliem- 
selves  in  prevailing  with  their  fellow  citizens  to  return  to  their 
allegiance  and  by  that  means  disappoint  tlie  views  of  a  Combi- 
nation wlio  from  motives  of  self  Interest  and  ambition  would 
enl«r  into  a  league  with  the  Enemy  and  sacrifice  the  Liberties 
of  their  Country, 

Should  those  overtures  be  rejected  and  prove  ineifectiial  Jbr 
the  reestablish  meat  of  Peace  and  good  Government  and  should 
Congress  delay  or  wlioUy  decline  to  decide  on  tlie  Question  of 
Boundary,  it  is  evident  that  the  State  has  no  alternative  left,  but 
must  necessai'ily  have  recourse  to  compulsory  means  to  maintain 
those  Eights  and  enforce  that  authority  so  essential  to  our  future 
Peace  and  Security. 

I  am  with  great  Respect  &  Regard 
Gentlemen 

Your  most  obed'  serv' 

Geo:  Clikton. 
To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  ol'  Committees 

from   the   Towns  of  Erattleborough   Guilford   & 

Halifax  in  Cumberland     County. 


GOy.  CLINTON  TO  JOEL  BIGELOff  ESQ. 

Pokeepsie  ![■"'  September  1783. 
Sir 

Troni  the  Conversation  between  us  you  are  already  apprized 
of  the  Measures  I  have  taken  in  Consequence  of  the  Information 
I  received  relative  to  the  late  outrage  committed  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants on  the  Grants  wlio  oppose  the  Government  of  this  State 
and  you  may  be  assured  the  moment  I  am  inforined  of  tlie 
ElifeetH  these  Measures  may  produce  I  shall  communicate  them 
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to  you — until  the  Result  of  the  present  application  to  Congress 
I  would,  as  heretofore  recommended  to  our  Friends  still  to 
persevere  in  the  Line  of  Conduct  pointed  out  by  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  in  abstaining  from  all  acts  of  Force  or  Violence  except 
when  their  immediate  self  Defence  shall  compel  them  to  have 
Recourse  to  resistance  by  Arms.  At  the  same  Time  should  the 
Government  of  the  pretended  State  continue  to  hold  the  Prisoners 
in  Confinemeut  I  would  then  think  it  justifiable  and  advisable 
that  attempts  should  be  made  for  their  Release,  and  if  thia 
cannot  be  effected  then  that  an  equal  number  of  the  Insurgents 
should  be  taken  &  brought  to  this  or  any  other  Place  of  Security 
in  the  State  where  they  can  be  detained  as  Hostages  for  the 
security  and  Indemnity  of  the  subjects  of  this  State  whom  they 
have  made  Prisoners  of 

I  am  Sir  your  most  obed'  Serv' 

•^Eo:  Clintoh, 
M''  Joel  Biglow. 


GOV.  CLINTON  TO  THE  CONVENTION  OF  CUMBERLAND  CO, 

Pokeepsie  27'!'  September  1783. 
Gentlemen 

Yon  doubtless  have  been  informed  by  M''  Biglow  that  I 
immediately  traiisniilted  an  account  of  the  late  Outrage  commit- 
ted by  Ethan  Allen,  and  others  on  the  subjects  of  this  State  and 
Cumberland  County  to  our  Delegates  at  Philadelphia  to  be  by 
them  communicated  to  Congress  and  requesting  tlie  immediate 
Interposition  of  Congress  for  your  Protection,  and  for  the  preser- 
vation of  tlie  public  Peace. .  I  have  this  day  received  an  answer 
from  the  Delegates  which  M'  Biglow  has  perused  and  from 
which  it  appears  that  altho  there  was  not  sufficient  Time  when 
my  Messenger  left  P]iiladelphia  for  the  Congress  to  come'  to  any 
Determinaton  on  the  InteUigence  yet  that  there  was  every  Reason 
to  believe  they  will  immediately  interpose  and  exert  their 
authority  ibr  your  Relief  and  Protection  and  you  may  be  assured 
that  the  moment  I  am  favored  witli  their  Determination  it  shall 
be  tbrwarded  to  you.    In  the  mean  Time  I  will  still  earnestly 
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recommend  to  you  to  persevere  in  the  peaceable  Line  of  Conduct 
wliich  yoU  have  hitherto  observed  and  not  to  have  recourse  to 
Violence  or  Force  unless  when  the  immediate  Defence  of  your 
Person  or  Property  render  it  necessary  and  by  no  means 
in  order  to  avert  the  appreliensions  wJilch  you  experience  at 
present  (and  which  I  sincerely  regret)  to  submit  to  tlie  usurpa- 
tion or  to  swerve  from  your  Duty  or  Allegiance  . 
I  am  Gentlemen  with  great 
Respect  &  Esteem  your  most  obedt  serv 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Addressed, 
To  the  Gentlemen  forming  a  Convention  of 

the  Comittees  of  the  Towns  of  Guilford, 

Halifax  Bi'attleborough,  &=  &=  &.«  Cum- 

berlaud  County. 


PETITION  OF  COL.  CHURCH 

IN  EEHALF  OF  HIMSELF  AND  OTHEES  OF  THE  VERMONT  SUFFERERS, 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honourable  the  Legisla- 
ture of  tlie  State  of  New  York,  the  Petition  of  the  Subscribers, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  most  Humbly  Sheweth, 
That  your  Petitioners  and  those  they  represent  are  luhabitanfa 
of  Cumberland  County  and  by  their  attachment,  zeal  and  activity 
in  Endeavouring  to  support  the  Just  and  Lawfull  Authority  of 
New  York  Incurred  a  Displeasure  from  those  who  stiled  them- 
selves Freemen  of  Vermont,  But  by  the  encouragement  from  the 
Several  Eesolutions  of  Congress  and  Particularly  that  of  the  fifth 
of  December  1782,  and  the  laws  and  Resolutions  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  your  Petitioners  were  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Lawless  and  iingratefull  usurpers  would  be  brought  to  submitt 
to  its  Lawfull  authority,  or  at  least  to  permitt  your  Petitioners  to 
remain  peaceably  on  their  Farms,  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  New 
York,  But  notwithstanding  the  Resolutions  and  Laws,  these 
Lawless  usurpers,  raised  in  Arma  to  the  Number  of  four  or  Ave 
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Hundred,  Drove  someof  your  Petitioners  from  tlieir  Iiabitations, 
Imprisoned  others,  killed  one,  and  wounded  others,  confiscated 
their  Estates  and  sold  their  Effects. 

Your  Petitioners  cannot  but  hope  that  having  thug  sacrificed 
their  all,  suffered  such  exquisite  Tortures,  Banishments,  Impris- 
onments in  loathsom  Goals,  half  stai'ved,  and  threatened  with 
being  put  to  Ignominious  Deaths,  But,  that  your  Honours  will 
tate  their  case  into  your  most  serious  Consideration,  and  grant 
them  some  relief  in  their  Deplorable  Situation,  and  your  Peti- 
tioners as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  be  good  Citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

Timothy  Church,  Col"., 
Wm,  Shattuck,  Maj'., 
Henry  Evaks,  Maj^. 

New  York  24'h  Feb'y  1786. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  OFFICERS 

In  the  County  of  Cumberland  who  were  Commissioned  by  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  who  have  been  either  Impi-isoned 
Banislied  or  have  had  their  Efects  taken  from  them  by  the 
Authority  of  Vermont  and  also  the  amount  of  their  losses, 
Estimated  by  a  Committee  on  Oath. 


Civil  OlEcers. 

Milllary  Officers. 

-ss,.-' 

Amoum  of  DantagM 

Kmoihy  PheJpa  Shcaiff, 

Timothy  Cliureli  Oolo. 

Suslajiied. 

Blijih  Prouly, 

Wm.  Shattaok  Majr. 

Sail.  Bigty, 

Henry  Evans      do 

DbdI.  ShapheaA:toMi,  Jna- 

Joaept  Pock  Capo. 

tiises  of  Paaca. 

Joseph  BUet     do 

Upward  of 

Sisteen  Thousmd 

Danl.  Aahcreft  do 

ona  hundred 

Six  Hundred    and 

Artomaa  How  do 

Si.xty-lhtae  ponnda 

Win.  White  Lieut. 

Thirteen    Shillings 

Elihu  Root        do 

and  Eight  pence. 

laaao  Walls      do 

Danl.  Dnjiilaon  do 

John  Alexander  Lieut. 

Francis  ProugMy    do 

IsttM  Croahy          i« 

Jonathan  Ale  xanderEnBisn 

Simion  Tarrel              do 

Da-id  Lamb                 do 

Joshua  Russ                 do 

Ruben  Churoli            do 

Joel  BigeloB  Adjutaat. 

MBiGooi^le 


X016 

We  and  each  of  ub  do  most  Solemnly  and  Sincerely  Swear  and 
Declare  In  tlie  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  the  above  is  to 
the  best  of  our  Knowledge  and  belief  a  Just  and  True  account 
of  the  namPS  and  numbers  of  officers  Both  Civil  &  Milihtry  the 
numbers  of  Privates  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  the 
amount  of  the  Damages. 

Timothy  Chdrch; 

Wm.  SiiATTUCK, 

Henry  Evaks. 
Sworn  the  SS'h  day  of  FebJ  1786  before 

JnO.  How  HOBART. 


STATE  OF  SEW  YORK  R15S0LVES  TO  PROYIDE  FOU  THE 
VERMONT  SUFFERERS. 

State  of  New  York 
In  Senate  March  the  I^t.  1786. 
M''-  L'Hommedieu  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Petition  of  Col".  Timoth  Cliurch  Major  William  Shattaek 
and  Major  Henry  Evans  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others, 
Inhabitants  of  Cumberland  County  reported,  that  it  appears  to 
the  Committee  that  the  Petitioners  with  many  others  holding 
offices  both  ojvil  &  Military  under  the  Authority  of  this  State, 
with  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  County  have  greatly  suifered 
in  their  persons  and  Estates  and  are  still  subject  to  heavy  lines 
imposed  by  the  Authority  of  the  Assumed  State  of  Vermont  for 
no  other  Crime  than  supporting  the  lawful  Authority  of  this 
Slate  in  the  said  County  which  from  lime  to  lime  have  done  in 
pui-suance  of  sundry  Resolutions  of  Congress  the  Several  Laws 
of  this  State  and  the  directions  of  their  Superiors  in  Office,  tltat 
the  Petitioners  witli  others  whom  they  represent,  being  deprived 
in  a  great  measure  of  the  means  of  subsistence  and  liaving 
become  odious  to  the  present  Government  of  the  said  Assumed 
State  by  reason  of  their  supporting  the  Laws  of  this  State  in  the 
said  County  are  unable  to  continue  longer  in  the  said  County 
without  the  greatest  inconvenience  to  themselves  and  families, 
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and  are  desirous  of  removing  immediately  into  tlie  western  parts 
of  this  State,  Provided  tliey  could  procure  vacant  lauds  fit  for 
cultivation,  That  in  the  Opinion  of  your  Committee  the  said 
Petitioners  and  others  whom  tliey  represent  have  a  Claim  on  the 
State  for  some  compensation  for  their  sufferings  and  Losses,  and 
that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  State  to  Grant  to  the  Petitioners 
and  the  Persons  they  Represent  a  quantity  of  vacant  land 
equivalent  to  a  Township  of  Eight  miles  square  which  report  he 
read  in  his  place  and  delivered  the  same  in  at  the  Table  where 
it  was  again  i-ead  and  agreed  to  by  theSenate  thereupon. 

Resolved  (if  the  Honourable  the  Assembly  concur  herein)  That 
the  Legislature  during  their  present  meeting  will  make  Provision 
for  Granting  to  Col".  Timothy  Church  Major  William  Shattack 
Major  Henry  Evans  and  about  one  hundred  other  Persons  whom 
they  represent  a  Quantity  of  Vacant  Lands  equal  to  a  Township 
of  Eight  Miles  Square. 

Ordered  that  M''.  Roosevelt  deliver  a  Copy  of  the  preceeding 
Resolution  to  the  Honourable  the  Assemblv. 
Extract 

Arm.  B.  Banker,  Clk 

Stafe  of  New  York 
In  Assembly  March  1^'  1786 
Resolved  that  this  House  do  concur  with  the  Honorable  the 
Senate  in  the  preceeding  Resolution. 

Ordered  that  M''.  Goforth  deliver  a  Copy  of  the  last  preceeding 
Resolution  of  Concurrence  to  the  Honorable  the  Senate. 
A  Copy 

John  McKessoci  Clk 


LIST  OF  YEMONT   SUFFERERS 


WHO    OBTAIKED    LAKD   IN    THE    TOWNSHIP    OF    CLINTON, 
(now   RAINRRIDGE)    CHENANGO   COUNTY   N.    IT. 

Persons  Deemed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  OIBce, 
Sufferers  in  Opposing  tlie  Government  of  the  pretended  State  of 
Vermont  with  the  proportion  of  Land  adjudged  to  each  set 
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Opposite  to  their  respeotive  names  together  WitJi  the  Number  of 
the  Lots  Ballotted  to  them  respectively  by  the  Secretary  in  the 
presence  of  the  Board. 

[From  Land  Papers  endorsed  Petitions  of  Vermont  Sufferersl 


6  Timothy  Ciiurcli 
6  William  Sbattuek 
S    Jranois  Prouty 

liiaac  Kendell 
1    William  White 
1    Joseph  Peck 
1    Daniel  Ashcroft 

Thos.  Baker 

1  Sami.  Bixby 
Hezekiah  Stowell 

2  Orlanda  Bridgmau 
Stimuel  Clark 
Ephraim  Knapp 
Arte  me.  How 

1    David  How 

Beuben  Smith 

Sanuiel  Meldy 
1    Jonath.  S.  Alexander 

James  Davidson 
1    James  Wallace 

David  Lamb 
1    Jacob  Stoddard 

Samuel  Earl 

Elishft  Pierce 
.1    El  eazer  Church 

E  B  Church 

Joseph  Chambsrlm 
1    Oliver  Teal 

John  Adams 

Charles  Packer 
1    Jonathan  Stoddard  jnn 

Benjamin  Ballow 

Joseph  Wells 
1    Asa  Packer 

Caleb  T^urse 
1    David  Tharherjunr. 

Jonath.  Stoddaid 

Amos  Teaw 
1    Eleazer  Tobe 

David  Cnlver 

Josiah  Price 
1    JJewelEacl 

Joseph  Coleman 
1    David  Thurber 

Dai'id  Thurber 
1     Asa  Stowell 

Edmund  Beamos 

Abraham  Avery 
1    William  Gault 

Seth  Clark 
1    John  Alden 

James  Packer 
8    Henry  Evens 

John  Alexander 
I    Isaac  Crosby 
Keuhau  Church 


3840  K".  47.35.60.90,71.84 

3200  N".  38.53.65.83.78 

1180)  for  Prouty  N°.  52 

100  S  for     do    &  Kendell  H" , 


210) 

210  )■     W.  93 

220) 
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Nam  59  Acres 

Noah  Shuplierason  90 

1    Joel  Bigeloff  B&O 

JoHhmKurse  200 

Hathl  Cirpenter  280 

1    Samuel  Colefaa:  180 

Jothin  Bigelow  180 

Chaclea  Pbelpa  603 

1    HathftQ  Avery  132 

Timothj  Phelps  280 

1    Samuel  Cutwortb  180 

John  Burrows  180 

Darnel  Shepherdson  280 

1    MoseBTeiw  180 

Israel  Field  180 

Elijah  Pronty  465 

1    Jonatliaii  Dunkly  176 

Hezekiih  Broad  350 

Benign  Baker  S7 

1    Ephrann  Eioe  97 

Joseph  Gfirsej  9B 

Joseph  Shepherdson  263  / 

1    Jonathan  Church  217  >     H".  67 

John  Collins  160  ) 

Samuel  Noble  214  ) 

1    Th03  Whipple  214  S     K".  91 

Adoniwh  Putnam  212  ) 

Icabod  Parker  214  S 

1    Amoa  York  junr  214  J     N".  62 

Nathan  Culrer  "'""  ' 
Eliaiia  Clark 

Caleb  Ellia  180  1      ,^0    „, 


100 


Eliiah  Curtis 

laaiO  Slitter 

Dame!  Whitney 

AttemuB  Goodenough  180  I 

1    Joseph  Whipple  180  ( 

Dean  Chace  100  J 

John  Gault  280  1 

1    Ht.1  SaUhury  180  } 

Samuel  Curtis  180  > 

Aseph  Carpenter  " 

MatlhPiv  Ellis 
1    Asa  Clark 

Ithamer  Goodenough 

Gyrryl  Carpenter 

Henrv  Evens 
1    Paul  NicoUs 

Daniel  Wilkias 

Shabil  Bullock 

DaMd  Lroodenough  o'±\j  i     ,,o    .q 

EdnardCarpeiLter  800?     '^  ■  *^ 

Lota  not  drawn  S".  43.45.46:54,61.72.75.76.86,99. 
Philip  Frisbee  Samuel  Frisbeo  Philip  Frisheojnilr 

Ephraim  Guthrie.  Eben  Landers,  Seth  Stone 

Goold  Bacon  Heman  Stone  Nathl  Benton  jr. 

Joseph  Landers  Boderiok  Moovo  and  their  A^esoeiatfls. 

By  Act  of  tlie  20'i>  Marcli  1788  are  to  liave  grants  for  the 
Lots  N"  45  &  61  in  Clinton  Township  on  their  applying  for  the 
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The  following  persons  also  liad  grants,  viz  : — Isaac  Crosby  ; 
Israel  Smitli ;  Henry  Morgan ;  Col.  Setli  Smith — 780  acres ;  James 
Comins,  William  Pierce,  Fi'ancis  Comius,  James  Cummins  Jun'', 
500  acres.  Obadiali  Wells,  Cap'  Joseph  Elliot  450a. ;  Joshua 
Lindes,  Samuel  Lindes,  Judathan  Roberts,  Giles  Roberts,  John 
Sherburn,  Ensign  Rutherford  Hays,  Amariali  Parks,  Zephaniab 


PETITION  OF  COL.  PATTERSON  AND  HIS  FELLOW 
SUFf£Ki:itS. 

[From  Abs.  Pap.  Vermont  Contror.] 

To  his  Exelency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York  and  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of 

the  same  State  &,c^.&c^.&c^. 

The  Petition  of  tlie  Subscribers  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
their  associates  Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

Tliat  during  the  continuance  of  the  Controversy  which  Sub- 
sisted between  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Fi'inds  and 
Supporters  of  Vermont  your  Petitioners  and  their  Associates 
were  uniformly  Loyal  to  the  Stale  of  New  York  Supported  the 
rights  and  Interests  thereof  having  not  only  frequently  risqued 
their  Lives  but  expended  large  sums  of  money,  and  Lost  an 
abundance  of  time  in  Defence  of  the  said  State,  in  consequenc 
of  which  many  of  your  Petitioners  were  imprisoned  and  othera 
dispoiled  of  Property  to  a  considerable  amount,  by  the  Vermont- 
ers ;  all  which  facts  were  abundantly  proved  to  your  Excellency 
and  the  Honourable  Legislature  unanimously  Resolved  "that 
they  would  indemnify  and  support  your  Petitioners  and  associates 
in  their  Rights  Liberties  and  Properties,"  recommending  to  them 
at  the  same  time  to  persist  in  supporting  the  Interest  of  the 
State  of  New  York  as  will  appear  by  your  Excellencya  letters 
and  Proclamations— That  in  Obedient-e  thereto  as  well  as  from 
real  Inclination  your  Petitioners  and  their  associates,  at  Great 
risque  expence,  trouble  and  loss  of  time,  continued  to  exert 
themselves  in  Support  of  the  State  of  New  York  until  they  were 
left  totally  abandoned  to  tlie  fury  of  their  Enemies,  who  again  and 
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again  Imprisoned  inaney,  and  otherwise  Injured  your  Petitioners 
very  materially,  so  tliat  rather  than  be  Deprived  of  their  whole 
Property  they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the  usurpation  of  the 
Government  of  Vermont. 

That  while  your  Petitioners  and  their  Associates  were  Strngling 
to  Support  the  Government  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  manner 
before  specified  the  Chiefs  of  Vermont  divided  the  whole  of  the 
wild  Land,  in  that  Country  among  themselves  and  their  Adher- 
ants  to  the  Injury  of  your  Petitioners  most  of  whom  would 
have  obtained  a  considerable  part  thereof  had  it  not  been  for 
their  uniform  Loyalty  and  Adherence  to  tlie  State  of  New  York. 

That  the  faith  of  the  Government  of  the  State  of  New  York 
being  pledged  to  your  Petitioners  and  their  Associates  in  manner 
before  suggested,  they  humbly  conceive  themselves  clearly 
Entitled  to  a  Compensation  lor  their  Losses  and  sufferings  which 
Compensation  if  agreable  to  your  Excelency  and  honours  they 
would  wish  to  receive  by  a  Grant  of  vacant  and  unappropriated 
Lands  within  this  State  of  New  York. 

The  truly  unfortunate  and  critical  Situation  of  Public  affairs 
in  the  Neighbouring  States  and  the  Riots  and  Tumolts  in  other 
quarters  of  the  Countrey  induce  your  Petitioners  sincerely  to 
wish  for  a  Grant  of  Lands  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  support 
of  whose  Government  they  have  resqned  their  Lives  and  fortunes 
as  long  as  they  possibly  could,  a  Government  whose  Constitution 
they  admire,  and  whose  rulers  they  revere,  from  that  upright 
and  Equel  administration  of  Justice  for  which  the  State  of  New 
York  is  so  Emminently  Conspicuous. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray,  that  in  consid- 
eration of  their  Loyalty,  the  Equity  of  their  Case  and  the  Losses 
they  have  suffered  your  Excellency  and  Honours  would  be  favor- 
ably pleased  to  Grant  to  them  and  their  Associates,  a  Patent  of 
wild  Land  in  Compensation  therefor.  And  they  will  as  in  duty 
Bound,  ever  pray.  Eleazer  Patterson, 

Saml.  K.night,  John  Sergeant, 

Eenj.  Butterfield,  Josiah  Akms  in  behalf  of 

themselves  and  the  Son  of  Samuel  Minot  deceased  &  their  Asso- 
ciates mentioned  in  the  List  transmitted. 

Dated  at  Brattleborough  December  ye  12^^  1786. 
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ASSOCIATES  NAMES. 
1  Noah  Sabin  of  Putney  Esq^  Confined  by  the  Mob  and  IE 

Treated 
3  Benjamin  Eutterfleld  of  Brattleborough  the  same. 

3  John  Sargent  of  ditto  the  same  and  his  Son  exceedingly 

III  Treated  by  Allen. 

4  William  Willard  of  Westminster  the  same. 

5  Samuel  Knight  of  Brattleborough  Taken  but  run  away 

from  the  Mob, 

6  Eleazer  Patterson  Hindsdale  Confined. 

7  John  Norton  Westminister  Supported  New  York. 

8  Simon  Stevens     Springfi,eld,  do 

9  Thomas  Sayer    the  same,  do 

10  Josiah  Arms     Brattleborough,  do 

11  Samuel  Minott  Putney,  do 

12  James  Blakslee        do 

13  Erad  Hunt,  do 

14  Thedeus  Curtis,      do 

15  John  Bridgman    Hinsdale  the  same. 

16  Jonathan  Parker  Jun'.  the  same. 

17  David  Tuttle     the  same. 
IS  John  Jones    the  same. 

19  Jonathan  Parker  the  same. 

20  Silas  Whitney  the  same. 

21  Jonathan  Hunt  the  same. 

22  Jolm  Graham,        do 

23  Silas  ParsonSj  do 
34  Simon  Olcott,  do 
25  John  Jones,  do 
2(i  David  Poole,  do 
27  Jonathan  Hitchcock  do 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eleazer 
Patterson  and  others  praying  for  a  pattent  for  Lands  as  a  com- 
pensation for  losses  sustained  by  their  attachment  to  the  State, 
report — that  in  their  opinion  as  there  are  no  vouchers  to  support 
the  facts  alledgcd  in  the  said  petition  the  prayer  thereof  ought 
iiot  to  be  granted. 
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SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  VERMONT  DIFFICULTIES. 

"  To  facilitate  this  business  and  to  get  Vermout  into  the 
Union  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  New  York  passed  a  law 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  appointing 
Commissiners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  settle  a 
boundary  Line  with  the  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part 
of  Vermont. 

That  the  Commissioners  on  both  sides  met  in  tlie  City  of  New 
York  in  the  montli  of  October  of  tliat  year,  when  a  Treaty  waa 
entered  into  and  executed  by  the  New  York  Commissioners 
whereby  they  ceded  to  tlie  state  of  Vermont  all  the  lands 
together  with  the  Islands  in  Lake  Champlaiu  Lying  to  tlie 
Eastward  of  the  following  bounds  to  witt,  Beginning  at  the 
North  west  corner  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  thence  westward 
along  the  south  boundary  of  the  township  of  Pownall  to  the 
southwest  corner  thereof  thence  northerly  along  the  western 
boundaries  of  the  Township  of  Pownall  Bennington  Shaftsbury 
Arlington  Sandgate  Rupert  Pawlet  Wells  and  Poultney  as  the 
said  Townships  are  now  held  or  possessed  to  the  river  commonly 
called  Poultney  River  thence  down  the  same  tlirough  the  middle 
of  the  deepest  Channel  of  East  Bay  and  the  waters  thereof  to 
where  the  same  communicate  with  Lake  Champlaiu  thence 
through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  Lake  Champlain  to 
the  Eastward  of  the  Islands  called  the  Four  Brothers  and  the 
westward  of  the  Islands  called  Grand  Isle  and  Long  Isle  or  the 
two  Heroes  and  to  the  westward  of  the  Isle  La  Motte  to  the  forty 
fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude  in  the  consideration  of  Vermont 
paying  to  the  State  of  New  York  Thirty  Thousand  dollars  within 
a  time  therein  limited  which  sum  of  Thirty  thousand  dollars  it 
is  matter  of  notoriety  bears  no  proportion  to  the  value  of  private 
property  so  ceded." — Petition  of  TAeopkylack  Bache  ^  others. 
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DIVISION  OF  THE  $30,000. 


Names  of  tlie  Claimants,  who  are  entitled  to  compensation, 
witli  tlie  sums  (in  tlie  tliird  column)  to  which  they  are  respec- 
tively entitled.     April  23,  1799. 

IMinutea  of  the  Comis.  on  Vermont  CImdib.] 


Number    1.  Samuel  Aver jr 2655  03 

2.  James  Abcel 548  93 

3.  Goldsbrow  Banyar 7218  94 

i.  Jolm  Bowies 745  20 

5.  Catharine  Bowles 49  91 

6.  James  Beeekmau 72  56 

7.  William  Banyar 309  43 

8.  Thomaa  B.  Eridgeii ie2  65 

9.  Sumuel  Bard 149  72 

10.  Eoliert  Bowne 49  01 

11.  William  Cockburne       ......  1495  95 

12.  Ebenczer  Clark 37  42 

13.  James  McCarra 24  93 

li.  Alexander  Criiiksliank 37  00 

(  Cadwallader  Coiden,  Thomjs  Golden,  Alexander  1 

15.  <  Coiden  ftud  Joaiah    Ogden  HoiTmaii   surviving  >  449  15 
(  Executors  of  CaUwalladcr  Coiden  deceased           ) 

16.  Richard  Carey  and  Ann  his  Wife    -        -        -        -"  122  92 

17.  Henry  Cruger 149  72 

18.  Thomas  Clark 237  05 

19.  Archibald  Campbell 49  91 

20.  Archibald  Currie    -        .      ' 9  98 

21.  William  McDougall 37  43 

(  James  Chatham  Diiane,  William  North  and  Mary  f 

22.  }  Ills  Wife,   Sarah   Dnane,  Calhariue  Livingston  y  2621  29 
f  Duane  and  Adelia  Duane.                                        J 

23.  Gerardus  Duycking  junior 49  91 

24.  John  De  Laticey 49  91 

25.  Ohadiah  Dickenson 49  91 

26.  Alexander  McDougall 34  93 

27.  George  Etheringtt)n 98  32 

28.  Thomas  Etheriogton 74  11 

29.  Jamea  Farqnhar 99  81 

80.  Jellis.  A.  Fonda 49  90 

31.  John  Galbreath 99  81 

82.  James  GuthHe 37  42 

83.  William  Giles '  5  49 

34.  Joseph  Griswold 147  78 

85.  John  Goodrich 19B  63 

S6.  Charles  Hulchins 9  98 

37.  Jonathan  Hunt 948  23 

38.  John  Hensdalo 49  91 

39.  John  Johnston 124  77 

40.  Liike  Knowlton 249  53 

41.  Peter  Kemble 199  63 

42.  Abraham  Lot 698  69 

43.  John  Lawrence 49  91 

44.  Robert  Lewis 119  78 

45.  Joel  Lyman 49  61 
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46.  Elijah  Lyman 49  Ul 

47.  Catherine  Me tcalf  Executrix  of  Simon  Metcalfdediaseil  1417  47 

■48.  Catharine  Metcalf 99  81 

40,  Tlimnas  Norman  k  Elizabetli  Martha  liis  wife          .  718  GO 

50.  JaneNesbit     -■ 12  48 

61.  Elias  MlxoQ -  24  95 

62.  Barljara  Ortley Ili4  75 

63.  Eleaaar  Porter        - 49  91 

54.  John  Mcpherson 90  SI 

55.  Isaac  Rosevelt         ...--...  399  25 

56.  Peter  Sim S7  42 

57.  Samuel  Stevens      :......  663  6a 

68.  William  Smith        -        ...        -        ■        -        -  1181  69 

60.  Jacob  Shefflin 97  82 

60.  Francis  Stevena 199  63 

61.  Diana  Smith 49  91 

(  Mary,   Elizabeth,  Esther  and  Racbel  Schlatter  ) 

62.  J  Surviving  Executora  of  Michael   Schlatter  de-  S  99  El 
(  ceased.                                                                      ) 

68.  JohnM.  Scott        .......  49  91 

64.  John  Titts    , 9  Ba 

65.  Samuel  Thatcher    .......  149  71 

68.  Petet  Van  Schaack         ......  199  ~6K 

67.  William  Wickliam 149  72 

68,  Brooke  Watson 1107  76 

60.  Gerard  Walton 49  91 

70.  John  Watts 09  82 

71.  William  Walton      ......  199  68 

72.  George  Wray 39  02 

73.  Slaltham  Williams 199  fil-l 

74.  John  Bard               449  ir> 

76,  John  Plenderleaf 1096  liS 

76.  Samuel  Partridge           , 49  81 

Total     -        .        -      30,000  Do!r. 

*^*  Whoever  is  disposed  to  liivesfigate  this  subject  further,  can 

consult   with  advantage  the  following  works.     Tliey  are  in  the 

State  Library, 

A  State  of  the  Right  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  with  respect  to  its  eastern 
boundary  on  Connecticut  river ;  so  far  as  concerns  the  lale  encroachmentB 
under  theGovornment  of  New  Hampshire 
[This  paper  was  principally  drawn  up  by  Hon  Jamea  Duane,  who  purchased 

soldiers  rights  and  claims  in  the  above  district,  fo  the  amount  (according  to  John 

Adams)  of  $100,000.     It  was  agreed  to  by  the  ^ew  York  Proiincial  Assembly 

on  the  8th  March  1773,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  England  ] 

Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  subsequent  to  the  Ro^al  Adiudicatun  eonceinin^ 
the  Lands  to  the  Westward  of  Connecticut  Rner,  lately  usurped  b\  ^cw 
Hampshire,  with  remarks  on  the  claim,  behailour  and  miareprespntalion  of 
the  Intruders  under  that  Government  New  York,  printed  bj  John  Holt, 
1773.    With  an  Appendix. 

A  Brief  Narrative  of  the  priKiee  dings  of  the  Government  of  New  York  relative  to 
their  obtaining  the  jurisdiction  of  that  large  District  of  Laud  to  the  westward 
from  Connecticut  River,  which  antecedent  thereto  had  been  patented  by 
Vol.  IV.  65 


;dovGoO»^lc 


lUab  RE  E  PECTING   THE 

liis  Jlajestj      G  d  h    Government   of  New  Hampshire, 

And  also,  of        1        p  the  Government  of  Kew  York,  in 

Iheii-  subaeq  pate  p  e  same  landj  and  oppressing  tbe 

Granteea  and  S  N       H  npshire,   Together  with  argumenti 

demonatrati        h       h     p    p     y         h  so  Lands  was  conveyed  fioni  tbo 
Crown  to  th    N      II      p  G  by  virtue  of  their  respeetive  Char- 

ters; with  B  m    k  P  mph  d,  "  A  slate  of  the  Right  of  the 

Colony  of  Kevf  ioik,    !ic.    By  Ethan  Allen,  Bennington  23d  September, 
1774.    Hartford,  printed  by  Eben.  Watson,  near  the  Great  Bridge. 

A  Puljlio  Defence  of  the  right  of  Ihe  New  Hampshire  Grants  (so  called)  on  both 
sides  Connecticut  liiver  to  associate  together,  and  form  themselves  into  ao 
Independent  State,  containing  remarlts  on  sundry  paragraphs  of  Letten 
fVom  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Mew  Hampshire,  to  His  Excellency 
Governor  Chittenden,  and  the  Kew  Hampshire  Delegates  at  Congress. 
Dresden;  printed  by  Alden  Spooner,  1779. 

A  Concise  Ref\itation  of  the  Claims  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massaclinaetta  Bay 
to  the  Territoiy  of  Vermont;  with  Occasional  Remarks  on  the  long  disputed 
claim  of  New  York  to  the  same.  Written  by  Ethan  Allen  and  Jonas  Fay 
Esqrs.  and  published  by  Order  of  tbe  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont. 
Bennington,  the  first  day  of  January,  1780.  Hartford,  printed  by  Hudson 
and  Goodwin. 

The  Present  State  of  the  Controversy  between  tbe  States  of  Kew  Toik  and  New 
Hampshire  on  the  one  part,  and  the  State  of  Vermont  on  the  other.  Hart- 
ford; printed  by  Hudson  !i  Goodwin,  1782, 

Vermont  State  Papers,  Records  and  Documents  relative  to  the  Assumption  and 
Establishment  of  a  Government  by  the  People  of  Vermont ;  the  Journal  of 
the  Council  of  Safety ;  the  first  Constitution  &c.  compiled  by  William  Slade, 
SecreUry  of  State.    Middlebury,  1823. 
Also: 

The  Evidence  and  arguments  in  support  of  the  Territorial  rights  and  Jurisdiction 
of  the  State  of  New  York  against  New  Hampshire  as  a  Government;  against 
the  Claimants  under  it;  both  in  respect  to  the  right  of  Soil  and  an 
Independent  Jurisdiction ;  and  against  the  Claima  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts;  stated  by  Jamks  Duane,  one  of  the  Agents  and  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kew  York  to 
manage  those  important  controversies. 
[This  is  a  MS.     vol.  of  IBS  pp.    It  is  to  be  found  In  tbe  Library  of  tlie  New 

York  Historical  Society.] 

Memoirs  of  Thomas  Chittenden,  first  Governor  of  Vermont,  with  a  history  of 
the  constitution  during  his  administration.    By  Daniel  Chipman,  1840. 

Memoirs  of  Seth  Warner,  By  the  same.  Also  the  several  HistorieiS  of  New 
York,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 

Note. — All  the  Documents  regarding  the  controversy  with 
New  Hitnipshire  and  Vermont  published  in  this  Vol.  -are  from 
the  Records  and  MSS.  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  ofB.ce,  Albany, 
N.  Y,,  except  when  otherwise  noted. 
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ADDENDA, 

[We  are  indebted  to  James  H.  Phelps,  Esq.,  of  "West  Townshend,  Tt.,  for 
the  following  dooumonts,  which  come  to  hand  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  their 
proper  order. — Ed.] 


PETITION  OF  SAM'L  ROBINSON  &  OTHERS  TO  THE  KING, 

REFERRED  TO  IN  LORD  SHELBURNe's  DESPATCH  OP  11">  APftIL,  1767. 

To  the  KING^s  Most  Excellent  MAJESTY, 
The  Humble  Petition  of  the  several  Subscribers  hereto,  Tour . 

Majesty's  Most  Loyal  Subjects,  Sheweth  to  Your  Majesty ; 

That  We  obtained  at  considerable  Expeuce  of  Your  Majesty's 
Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  Grants  and  Patents 
for  more  than  One  Hundred  Townships  in  the  Western  Parts 
of  the  said  supposed  Province ;  and  being  about  to  settle  the 
same,  many  of  Us,  and  others  of  Us,  having  actually  planted 
Ourselves  on  the  same,  were  disagreeably  surprised  and  prevented 
from  going  on  with  the  further  intended  Settlements,  by  the 
News  of  its  having  been  determined  by  Your  Majesty  in  Council, 
That  those  Lands  were  within  the  Province  of  New  York  ;  and 
by  a  Proclamation  issued  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Golden,  in 
Consequence  thereof  forbidding  any  further  Settlement  until 
Patents  of  Confirmation  should  be  obtained  from  the  Governor  ■ 
of  New  York.  Whereupon  We  applied  to  the' Governor  of  said 
Province  of  New  York,  to  have  the  same  Lauds  coniirmed  to 
Us  in  the  same  Manner  as  they  had  been  at  first  granted  to  Us 
by  the  Governor  of  the  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire  ;  when, 
to  Our  utter  Astonishment,  We  tound  the  same  could  not  be 
done,  without  oiir  paying  as  Pees  of  Office  for  the  same,  at  the 
Kate  of  Twenty  Five  Pounds,  New  York  Money,  equal  to  about 
Fourteen  Pounds  Sterling;  for  every  Thousand  Acres  of  said 
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Lands,  amounting  to  about  Three  Hundred  and  Thirty  Pounds 
Sterling  at  a  Medium,  for  each  of  said  Townsliips,  and  which 
will  amount  in  the  Wliole  to  about  ^£33,000  Sterling,  besides  a 
Quit-rent  of  Two  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  Sterling,  for  every 
Hundred  Acres  of  said  Lands ;  ang!  which  being  utterly  unable 
to  do  and  perform,  We  find  ourselves  reduced  to  the  sad  Neces- 
sity of  losing  all  our  past  Expence  and  Advancements ;  and 
many  of  Us  of  being  reduced  to  'absolute  Poverty  and  Want, 
having  expended  Our  All  in  making  said  Settlements. 

Whereupon  Your  Petitioners  beg  Leave  most  Humbly  to 
observe, 

1.  That  when  We  applied  for  and  obtained  said  Grants  of  said 
Lands,  the  same  were  and  had  been  at  all  Times  fully  understood 
and  reputed  to  lie  and  be  within  the  said  Province  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  well  witliin  the  power. of  the  Governor  of  that 
Province  to  grant ;  So  that  Your  Petitioners  humbly  hope  they 
ai'e  equitably  entitled  to  a  Confirmation  of  the  said  Grants  to 
them. 

2.  The  said  Grants  were  made  and  received  on  tlie  moderate 
Terms  of  your  Petitioners  paying  as  a  Quit-Rent  One  Siiilhng 
only.  Proclamation  iWoney,  equal  to  Nine  Pence  Sterling  per 
Hundred  Acres ;  and  which  induced  Us, to  undertake  to  settle 
said  Townships  througliout,  and  thereby  to  form  a  full  and 
compacted  Countiy  of  People,  whereas  the  imposing  the  said 
Two  Siiiilings  and  Six  Pence  Sterling  per  Hundred  Acres,  will 
occasion  all  the  more  rougli  and  uuproiitable  parts  of  said  Lands 
not  to  be  taken  up ;  but  pitches,  and  the  more  valuable  parcels 
only  to  be  laid  out,  to  the  utter  pi-eventing  the  full  and  proper 
Settlement  of  said  Country,  and  in  the  Wholo  to  the  lessening 
your  Majesty's  Revenue, 

3.  Your  humble  Petitioners  conceive,  that  the  insisting  to  have 
large  and  very  exorbitant  Fees  of  Office  to  arise  and  be  computed 
upon  every  Thousand  Acres  in  every  Township  of  Six  or  perhaps 
more  Miles  square,  and  that  when  one  patent,  one  Seal,  and  one 
Step  only  of  every  Kind,  toward  the  completing  such  patents 
of  Confirmation  respectively,  is  necessary,  is  without  all  reason- 
able and  equitable  Foundation,  and  must  and  will  necessarily 
terminate  in  the  totally  preventing  your  Petitioners  obtaining 
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the  said  Lands,  and  so  the  same  will  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the 
■Rioh,  to  be  taken  up,  the  more  valuable  parts  only  as  aforesaid, 
and  those  perhaps  not  entered  upon  and  settled  for  many  years 
to  come ;  while  your  petiUoiiers  with  their  numerous  and  help- 
less Families,  will  be  obliged  to  wander  far  and  wide  to  find 
where  to  plant  themselves  down,  so  as  to  be  able  to  live, 

Whereupon  your  petitioners  most  humbly  and  earnestly  pray, 
that  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  their  dis- 
tressed State  and  Condition  into  your  Royal  Consideration,  and 
Older  that  We  have  our  Lands  confirmed  to.  Us,  on  such  reason- 
able Terras,  and  in  such  Way  and  Manner,  as  your  Majesty  shall 
think  fit.  Further,  We  beg  Leave  to  say,  that  if  it  might  be 
consistent  with  your  Majesty's  Royal  pleasure,  We  slial!  esteem 
it  a  very  great  Favour  and  happiness,  to  have  said  Townships 
-put  and  continued  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  government 
of  the  said  province  of  New-Hampshire,  as  at  the  first,  as  every 
Emolument  and  Convenience  both  publick  and  private,  are  in 
Your  Petitioners  liumble  Opinion,  clearly  and  strongly  on  the 
side  of  such  Connection  with  said  New-Hampshire  Province; 
All  which  Favours  or  such  and  so  many  of  them  as  to  Your 
Majesty  shall  seem  meet  to  grant,  We  humbly  ask  j  or  that  Your 
Majesty  will  in  some  ottier  Way  grant  Relief  to  Your  petitioners ; 
and  they,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

Dated  in  New-England,  November,  1766.  And  in  the  Seventh 
Year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign. 

Ebenezer  Cole,  Sam'l  Waters,  Preegift  Cole,  Parker  Cole,  Mills 
Sly,  Peleg  Spencer,  Jacob  Marsh,  Machir  Martin,  Ichabod  West  Jr, 
Ic!iabod  West,  Rnfiiss  Baker,  Matthias  Cole,  Isiah  Carpeuder, 
Ichahod  Cross,  Jestins  Olin,  John  Burnum,  George  Pengrae, 
Abiatlier  Waldo,  David  Blakelee,  Zerubbabel  Waterson,  John 
Trunible,  Edward  Fitsimmons,  Moses  Robinson,  Ebenezer  Wood, 
Nathan  Clai'k,  Jiicob  Hide,  Jonathan  Eastman,  Henry  Wulbridg, 
Jedediali  Merrill,  John  Fasset  Jur,  Joseph  Wilkes  Jur,  Joseph 
Reade,  Jonathan  Scott  Jr,  Josiah  Fuller,  Lebbeus  Armstrong, 
Timolhy  Pratt,  Joseph  Willonghby,  Elijah  Story,  EUsha  Field, 
Jonathan  Fassett,  Simeon  Harrison,  Joseph  Richai-dson,  Sam'l 
Pratt,  Beiij'a  Whipple,  Samuel  Safford,  Silas  Pratt,  Henry  Wal- 
bridge  Jr,  James  Bi-eakenridge,  Thomas  Smith,  Josepli  Robinson, 
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Gideon  Spencer,  Jolin  Smitli, Samuel  Atwaod,  Nathaniel  Holmeg, 
Nathaniel  Holmes  Jr,  Sam'l  Hunt,  Nath'I  Spencer,  Sam'l  Tubs, 
Daniel  Mills,  Israel  Hnrd,  Jonathan  Carpenter,  Nathan  Clark  Jr, 
Benjamin  Covey,  John  Covey,  Joseph  Barber,  Joseph  Smith, 
Joseph  Barber,  Nath'I  Dickinson  MD.  Sam'l  Robinson  Jr,  Silas 
Robinson,  Daniel  Scott,  Zephaniah  Holmes,  Tlio's  Henderson, 
Elnathan  Hubbel,  Elkanah  Ashley,  Cornelius  Cady,  Leehih 
Harwood,  Lenard  Robinson,  Benajah  Story,  John  Smith  Jr,  Petre 
Harwood,  Robert  Cochren  SeV,  Robert  Cochren  Jr,  Benajah 
Keade,  Jonathan  Scott,  Ebenezer  Robinson,  Stephen  Fay,  Samuel 
Cutler,  Sam'l  Scott,  Benj'a  Wai-ner,  Daniel  Warner,  Seth  Warner, 
Weight  Hopkins,  Stephen  Hopldns,Seth  Hudson,  Direck  Smith, 
Asa  Alger,  Michel  Duning,  Isaac  Van  Amum,  David  Perigo, 
Timothy  Grover,  Enos  Grover,  Petter  Payn,  Luke  Van  Arniim, 
Caleb  Raynolds,  Peeter  Robards,  Isaac  Whaley,  Theophels 
Whaley,  Charls  Wright,  Elijah  Woolcutt,  Abraham  Bass,  Noah 
Pratt,  Lorance  Cry,  Woolrood  Kriger,  Crispen  Ball,  Andrew 
Burns,  Erancis  Burns,  Matthew  Ford,  Peter  Fursbury,  David 
Carey,  Paul  Gardner,  Mathew  Randal,  Elisha  Card,  Benj'm 
Eriges,  Benj'm  Renorlds,  Daniel  Perce,  George  Baker,  Ephriam 
Mallery,  George  Gardner,  Benoni  Permentor,  William  Hayward, 
Andrew  Alger,  Benj'm  Gardner,  Boaz  Brookens,  Philip  Brook- 
ens,  David  Mallery,  Elezer  Marsh,  Witherly  Wittam,  Ely 
Nobels,  Daniel  Luce,  George  Hicks,  Edward  Hicks,  Silas  Pratt, 
Samuel  Anderson,  Benj'm  Anderson,  Benj'm  Grover,  George 
Mitchel,  Dan  Howlet,  Ephriam  Burlinggame,  Moses  Onisted, 
Ebenezer  Wright,  Levi  West,  Elisha  Noble,  Amos  Leach,  Oba- 
diah  Noble,  Moses  Corbin,  Isaac  Lawrence,  John  Fasset,  John 
Warner,  James  Archer,  John  Van  Arnum,  Abraham  J.  Lanson, 
John  Dafoo,  John  George  Kriger,  Jonatiian  Card,  Joseph  Williams, 
George  Gardner  Jr,  James  Fuller,  Joaatlian  Wright,  Joseph 
Gallop,  Jeremiah  Gardner,  Josiah  Nobels,  James  Curtis,  James 
Perigo,  Jolin  Blakley,  Joseph  Miller,  James  Draper,  Samuel 
Waters  Jr,  Joshua  Raynolds,  Sam  Brown  Junr. 
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POWER  OF  ATTORNEY. 

We  tlie  Subscribers  Proprietors  and  claimants  in  and  of 
sundry  Townsliips,  lately  granted  by  Governor  Wentwobth,  in 
the  Western  Parts  of  the  then  supposed  Province  of  }^ew-Hamp- 
shire,  do  hereby  fully  impower  Our  trusty  Friends  and  fellow 
Partners  in  those  Interests,  Samuel  Robinson,  Esq ;  Ebenezer 
Cole,  Jeremiah  French,  Benjamin  .Ferris,  Samuel  Bungerford 
Ebenezer  Fisk,  John  Brooks,  John  Sheerer,  Samuel  Keep,  Partridge 
Thatcher,  Mraham  Thompson,  Edward  Burling,  Benjamin  Tovms- 
end,  Tunis  Worlman,  Peter  Clapper,  John  Burling,  Joseph  Ballet, 
Thomas  Hides,  Esq;  and  David  Matthews,  Esq;  for  Us  and  in  . 
Our  behalf  and  stead,  to  take  and  pursue  all  and  every  needful 
and  proper  measure  and  step,  by  application  to  His  Majesty  or 
otherwise,  to  obtain  a  full  confirmation  to  Us  of  said  lands, 
on  such  reasonable  Terms  as  May  be ;  hereby  granting  to  them 
and  to  any  and  every  three  or  more  of  them,  full  Power  of 
Substitution.  Witness  our  Hands,  in  JYew-England,  JVovember, 
176G. 

Sam'l  Waters  Freegift  Cole  Jacob  Marsh  Ichabod  West  Jr 
Rufuss  Baiter  Isiah  Carpenter  David  Blacklee  Ichabod  Cross 
George  rengra  John  Burnum  Sam'l  Wortors  Isaac  Lawrence. 
Dan'I  Howlit  Jesting  Olin  Jediah  Dewey  Ichabod  West  Stephen  Fay 
peleg  Spencer  Abiather  Waldo  Isaac  Serls  Sam'l  Adams  John 
Burnham  Jr  Machir  Martin  Matthias  Cobb  Mills  ^y  Sam'l  Waters 
Samuel  Waters  Jur  Moses  Robinson  Ebenezer  Wood  Jacob  Hide 
Nathan  Clark  Henry  Walbridge  Jonathan  Eastman  JohnFasset  Jur 
Joseph  Wilkes  Jur  Jedediah  Merrill  Lebbeus  Armstrong  Timothy 
Pratt  Josepli  Eude  Jonathan  Scott  Josiah  Fuller  Joseph  Wil- 
loughby  Silas  Pratt  Jonatlian  Fasset  Elijah  Story  Elisha  Field 
Simeon  Harrison  Joseph  Richardson  Sam'l  Pratt  Benj'a  Whipple 
Samuel  Safford  Henry  Walbridge  Jr  Tiiomas  Smith  James  Breaken- 
ridge  Joseph  Robinson  Gideon  Spencer  Samuel  Atwood  John 
Smith  !N"athaniel  Holmes  Sam'l  Hunt  Nath'I  Spencer  Israel  Hui-d 
Daniel  Mills,  Sam'l  Tubs  Benjamin  Covey  Nath'I  Dickinson  M  D 
Daniel  Scott  Silas  Robinson  Zephaniah  Holmes  Tho's  Henderson 
Elnathan   Hubble  Elkanah   Ashley    Lenard   Robinson   Zech'li, 
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Ilarwood  Benajah  Story  Natliaiiiol  Holmes  Jr  John  Covey  Nathan 
Clark  Jr  Jonathan  Carpentfir  Joseph  Smitii  Joseph  Barber  Sam'l 
iiobinson  Jr  John  Smitli  Jr  Petre  Harwood  Benajah  Reede 
Robert  Cochren  5'eV  Robert  Cochren  Jr  Ebenezer  Robinson 
Sfephen  Fay  Samuel  Cutler  Benj'a  Warner  Daniel  Warner 
Seth  Warner  Weight  Hopkins  Stephen  Hopkins  Direcic  Smith 
■Am  Alger  Michal  Duning  Isaac  Van  Arnum  Seth  Hudson  David 
Bei'igo  Timothy  Grover  Enbs  Grover  Petter  Payn  Luke  Van 
Arnum  Caleb  Raynolds  Peeter  Eobards  Isaac  Whaley  Theophels 
Whaky  Charls  Wright  Elijah  Fbolcutt  Abraham  Bass  Noah 
Pratt  Lorance  Cry  Woolrood  Kriger  Crispen  Ball  Andrew  Burns 
yrancis  Burns  Matthew  Ford  Peter  nirsbury  David  Carey  Paul 
Gardner  Matthew  Raynolds  Elisha  Card  Benj'm  Brigs  Benj'm 
Renorlds  Daniel  Perce  George  Baker  Ephriam  Mallery  Seorge 
Gardner  Benoni  Permentor  Mlliam  Hayward  Andrew  Alger 
Benj'm  Gardner  Boaz  Erookens  Philip  Brookens  David  Mallery 
Elizer  Marsh  Witherly  Mttam  Ely  Nobels  Daniel  Luce  Geoi^e 
Hicks  Edward  Hicks  Silas  Pratt  Samuel  Anderson  Benj'm 
Andei^on  Benj'm  Grover  George  Mitcliel  Jonathan  Scott  John 
Fasset  John  Warner  James  Archer  John  Van  Arnum  Abraham 
J  Lanson  John  Dafoo  John  George  Kriger  Jonathan  Card  Joseph 
Winiams  George  Gardjier  Jr  James  Puller  Jonathan  Wright 
Joseph  Gallop  Jeremiah  Gardner  Josiah  Nobela  John  Wilson 
James  Curtis  James  Perigo  Samuel  Robinson  of  Bennington, 
Ebenezer  Cole  of  Shaftsbury,  Jeremiah  French  of  Dover  Benja- 
min Ferris  of  Oblong,  Samuel  Hungerford  of  New  Fairfield, 
Ebenezer  Fisk  of  Farmington,  in  the  County  of  Hartford,  John 
Brooks  of  Stratford,  John  Sherrar  of  Fishkill,  Samuel  Keep  of 
Salisbury,  in  Litchtield  county.  Partridge  Thatcher  of  New 
Milford,  Abraham  Thonipsnn  of  New  Haven,  in  Connecticut, 
Edward  Burling  of  Long-Reach,  Benjamin  Townsend  of  Jericho 
Long  Island,  Tennis  Wortman  of  Oyster-Bay,  Peter  Clapper, 
Thomas  Hicks,  John  Bui'Iiug,  Joseph  Hallet,  &  David  Mathews 
of  New  York. 
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ORGANIZING  THE  COURT  OF  GLOCESTEE  COUNTY. 
Kingsland,  Glocester  County, 

Province  of  New  York,  May  29th,  1770. 
The  Court  met  for  the  first  time,  and  the  ordinance  ana 
Comitions  Being  Read, 

John  Taplin  1  Judges  being  appointed  by  the 

Samuei  Sleeper     i      Government  of  New   York 
Thomas  Sumner  )      were  present, 
and  the  Courts  opened  as  is  usual  in  other  Courts,  also  present 
Jamea  Pennock  1 

Abner  Fowler   >  Justices  of  the  Quorain 
Jolm  Peters       5 

John  Taplin  J',  Sheriff 
The  Court  adjourned  to  the  Last  Tuesday  in  August  next  to 
be  Held  in  said  Kingsland. 

Opened  accordingly  and  appointed  four  Constables, 
Simeon  Stevens  for  Newbury 
Jesse  McFarland  for  Moretown 
Abner  Howard  for  Thetford  and 
Samuel  !Pennock  for  Strafford— 
And  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  in  Nov. 
Nov,  37.     Court  opened  at  Kingsland,  called  oyer  the  docket 
of  S  causes  only,  put  over  and  dismissed  them  and 
appointed  Ebenezer  Green  Constable  for  Thetford  and 
Samuel  Pennock         "1 

James  Allen  J 

and  adjourned  to  Feb.  next — last  Tuesday. 

Feb,  25  )  Set  out  from  Moretown  for  Kings  Land,  travelled 
1771,  I  unfil  knight  there  Being  No  Road,  and  the  Snow  very 
Depe,  we  travelled  on  Snow  Shoes  or  Kacats,  on  the 
26ih  we  travelled  some  ways  and  Held  a  Council  when 
it  was  Concluded  tt  was  Best  to  open  tlie  Coui't  as  we 
Saw  No  Line  it  was  not  whether  in  Kingsland  or  Not 
But  we  concluded  we  were  farr  in  the  woods  we  Did 
not  Expect  to  See  any  House  unless  we  marched  three 
miles  witliin  Kingsland  and  No  one  lived  there  when 
the  Court  was  ordered  to  he  opened  on  the  Spot 
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Present    John  Taplin  Judge 

John  Peters  of  tlie  Quoram 
John  Taplin  J^  Sheriff 
all  Causes  Continued  or  adjourned  over  to  Next  term 

The  Court  if  one  adjourned  over  untiil  the  Last  Tuesday  in 
may  next  at  whicli  it  was  opened  and  after  disposing  of  one  case  of 
bastardy,  adjourned  to  August  uext.  John  Peters  Clerk- 

s'. E.    tlieao  Courts  were  Ibe  Courts  of  Quarterly  SoBaons,  end  tho  Courts  of  Cummon 
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Andover 
Bromley 
Kent,    - 
BrattletiorougJi 
Chester 
Cumberland 
Fulham 
Guilford     , 
Halifiix 
Bartford      ■  ' 
Hertford     • 
Hinsdale 
Marlborough    - 
New  fane 

Pomfi'et 

Putney  - 

Rockingham    ■ 

Sharon, 

Springfield, 

Townahend, 

Weatiiersfield 

"Westminster    ■ 

Wilmington 

Windsor      - 

Woodstock 

26  Toivna,  

Males  under  IG 

"     between  IB  and  60 
"    60  and  upwards 

Females  unpur  16 
"      above  16 

Black  Males      - 
"      Females 

Heads  of  Families,    - 
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XV. 

MEMOIR 

OF    THE 

Hon.  JAMES  De  LANCEY, 

IIEUTENANT  GOYERNOK 

op  THE 

PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK, 

Edward  V.  De  Lancet. 
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MEMOIR 


OF    THE 

HONOUKABLE  JAMES  DE  lANCEY 

LIETJTENANT-GOVERNOE  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YOKE 


This  distinguished  man  was  the  oldest  son  of  Etienne  or 
Stephen  Be  Lancey  a  French  Hnguenot  gentleman  of  the  City  of 
Caen  in  Normandy,  who,  driven  from  France  by  the  persecution 
of  1681,  fled  with  numbers  of  his  countrymen  to  the  new  world. 
He  belonged  to  an  ancient  family  in  Picardy,  and  on  being 
obliged  to  fly  from  France,  on  account  of  the  religious  persecu- 
tion which  disgraced  those  days,  he  went  first  to  Rotterdam  in 
Holland,  and  after  remaining  in  that  hospitable  land  for  two  or 
three  years  crossed  over  to  England.  There  on  the  ll""  of 
March  1686,  he  took  out  letters  patent  of  denization  under  the 
great  seal,  and  shortly  afterwards  saUed  for  New  York,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  seventh  of  the  folJowing  Jane  '. 

On  the  23^  of  January  1700  he  married  Anne  second  daughter 
of  the  Hon.  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  an  opulent  and  highly 
respectable  citizen  of  New  York,  of  which  marriage  was  issue 
James  De  Lancey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  city  in  1703,  and  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children  ; 
five  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  eldest  sister,  Susannah,  became 
the  wife  of  Capt,  afterwards  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren  KB. 
Anne,  the  youngest,  married  the  Hon.  John  Watts  of  New  York 
Of  his  brothers,  two,  Stephen  and  John,  died  unmarried  in  early 
manhood  j  the  other  two,  Peter  and  Oliver,  became  men  of  note 

1  B.  T.  Am.  Jour.  I,  615. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


1038  MGMom  OF  TUG 

in  the  colony.  The  former  resided  at  the  borough  of  Wtst 
Chester  which  he  represented  for  years  in  the  Assembly ;  Oliverj 
the  youngest  of  the  brothers,  was  most  of  his  life  Commander 
of  the  forces  of  the  colony,  was  also  a  member  of  the  Assembly 
and  of  the  Council,  Receiver-General  of  New  York,  and  the 
senior  Loyalist  Brigadier-General  in  commission  in  the  war  of 
the  Eevolution. 

After  having  attended  the  best  schools  the  Colony  then  afforded, 
James  De  Lancey  was  sent  to  England  to  prosecute  his  studies, 
and  entered  as  a  Fellow-Commoner  of  Corpus  Cliristi  college  in 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  on  the  second  of  October,  1721.' 
The  Master  of  Corpus  at  tha|  time  was  Dr.  Samuel  Bradford, 
aflenvards  bishop  of  Carlisle,  and  next  of  Rochester.  And 
the  gentleman  whom  young  De  Lancey  chose  as  his  Tutor,  was 
the  learned  Dr.  Thomas  Herring,  who  became  successively 
Bishop  of  Bangor,  Archbishop  of  York,  and  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 

This  choice  proved  afterwards  of  great  advantage  to  James 
De  Lancey,  for  the  master  and  pupil  kept  up  theu-  intimacy  by 
letter  long  after  the  one  became  primate  of  all  England  the  other 
was  in  office  in  his  native  land ;  and  in  the  various  political 
controversies  in  which  the  latter  became  afterwards  engaged, 
the  archbishop's  influence  was  always  exerted  in  his  behalf  in 
the  councils  of  their  Sovereign.  How  long  Mr.  De  Lancey 
remained  at  the  University  is  uncertain,  as  he  entered  at  an 
advanced  period  and  not  at  the  beginning  of  the  academic  course. 
Towards  the  close  of  I725,he  returned  to  New  York.=  Admittted, 
soon  after  his  arrival,  to  the  bar,  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  his  native  city,  and  soon  rose  to  that  eminence 
to  which  his  great  natural  abilities  and  sound  and  cultivated 
judgment  entitled  him.  He  was  early  distinguislied  for  the 
active  and  responsible  part  which  he  took  in  political  affairs. 
Three  years  after  his  return,  Gov.  Montgomerie  upon  the  death 
of  Mr.  John  Barbarie,  recommended  him  as  that  gentleman's 
successor  in  the  Council  of  the  Province.  In  his  letter  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  =  dated  May  SO"", 


t  Lamb's Mastor'aHiat.  of  Corp,  Clirist,  Coll. 
2Lond,Doc,XXXI.,136.   SLoiid.Doc.XSJV.,16. 
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1728,  the  Gove]-nor  says :  "  I  am  now  fully  convinced  that  It 
will  be  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  appoint  Mr.  James  De  Lancey 
to  be  one  of  the  Council  here.  He  is  every  way  qualified  for 
the  post ;  his  Father  is  an  eminent  merchant,  a  member  of  the 
Assembly,  one  of  the  richest  men  of  the  Piovince,  and  he  his 
eldest  Son,.  I  beg  your  Lordships  will  recommend  him  as  a 
proper  person  to  succeed  Mr.  Barbarie." 

The  board  followed  the  Governor's  suggestion  and  did  recom- 
mend him  to  the  King,  George  II.,  by  whom  he  was  called  up 
the  council  by  mandamus  bearing  date  Jan.  26^'',  1729.' 

Shortly  before  he  entered  the  council  Mr.  De  Lancey  married 
Miss  Anne  Heathcote,  the  eldest  of  the  two  daughters  of  Hon. 
Caleb  Heathcote  a  OouncUlor  of  tlie  Province,  and  Receiver 
General  of  his  Majesty's  Customs  in  North  America.^  Already 
through  his  professional  exertions,  and  the  liberality  of  his  father, 
in  very  easy  circumstances,  this  marriage  made  Mr.  De  Lancey  a 
wealthy  man",  for  Miss  Heathcote  inherited  upon  herfather's 
death  one  half  of  his  large  estate,  real  and  personal ;  the  latter 

1  Smith'sHist.  M.  T.  i.  245, 

2  Thia  gentleman  was  a  son  of  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Mayor  of  Chester  in  Eiiglaiid, 
and  ivas  a  merchant  and  a  man  of  wealth  in  that  country.  The  cutise  of  ,b!8 
emigration  was  very  different  ftom  that  which  brought  most  Engliahmen  fo 
America.  He  was  engaged  to  a  very  beautiful  iody,  to  whom  he  introduced  hU 
eldest  brother,  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  (aficrwarda  M.  P.  for  London,  and  Lord 
Mayor  of  that  city  in  I7II,  at  the  rery  time  liis  brotlierwasMayorof  New  York, 
and  one  of  the  chief  founders  and  the  flrst  governor  of  the  Bank  of  England), 
a  drcumafance  most  nnfortunaW  for  him,  for  the  lady  soon  found  she  preferred 
the  elder  brother,  and  broke  her  engagement  with  the  younger,  who  at  once  left 
England  and  came  to  New  York,  where  he  arrived  in  1693.  He  bought  large 
tracts  of  land  in  Westchester,  from  Indians  and  others,  which  he  had  erected  into 
a  manor  called  the  Manor  of  Scarsdale.  He  became  a  leading  man  in  the  colony, 
was  judge  of  Weatchestei:  and  Qolonel  of  il8  militia  all  his  life,  first  Mayor  of  tha 
borongh  of  Westchester,  a  Councillor  of  the  Province,  Mayor  of  New  York  for 
three  years,  for  a  time  Commander  of  the  colony's  forces  and  from  1715  to  his 
death,  in  1721,  Receiver  General  of  the  customs  for  all  North  America.  He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  Col.  (Tangier)  Smith,  of  Long  Island,  so  called  from 
having  been  governor  of  that  city  in  Charles  2d's  time,  and  left  two  daughters; 
Anne  who  married  James  De  Lancey  and  Martha  married  to  Lewis  Johnston 
M.  D.,  of  Perth  Amboy. 

8  When  he  first  opened  his  office  after  his  return  from  England,  his  father  gave 
him  iESOOO  currency  towards  "his  advancement  in  the  world,"  as  the  recital  in 
his  Will  espressos  it.     See  Will,  N.  Y.  Surrogate's  office,  XIV.,  91  &o. 
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alcflje  amounting  to  upwards  of  i;iO,000  sterling  and  the  former 
being  one  of  tlie  largest  landed  estates  in  the  Province. 

Stephen  De  Lancey,  his  father,  died  in  1741,  Upwards  of  80 
years  of  age,  "worth  at  least  Xl  00,000  gaine*  by  his  own  honest 
industiy,  and  tliat  with  credit,  honor  and  reputation," '  Besides 
which  lie  possessed  large  tracts  of  land  on  New  York  Island  and 
in  Westchester,  and  Ulster  counties.  TJie  whole  of  which  estate 
he  lel't  to  his"  five  surviving  children  equally,'  and  tlie  share 
which  thus  fell  to  Tames  De  Lancey,  added  to  what  he  already 
possessed,  made  him  one  of  the  richest  men  in  America. 

The  two  puisne  Judgeships  of  the  Supreme  Court  becoming 
vacant  in  1731,  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  appointed  to  be  second,  and 
Mr.  Adolph  Philhpse  third  jndge.  Their  commissons  bear  date 
the  same  day,  June  24'n,  1731.  Up  to  this  time  Mr.  De  Lancey 
had  been  steadily  practising  his  profession,  and  had  acquired  the 
character  of  an  able  advocate  and  an  honest'  lawyer.  His  fellow 
barristers  were  men  well  known,  and  nearly  all  his  seniors  in 
age.  Among  them  were  Josepli  Murray,  James  Alexander, 
Francis  Harrison  and  William  Smith,  the  elder. 

In  1730  a  new  charter  was  granted  to  New  York,  the  corpo- 
ration of  which,  in  token  of  Mr.  De  Lancey's  zealous  exertions 
in  their  favor  upon  the  occasion ,  presented  him  with  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  being  the  first  person  to  wliom  they  voted  that  honor 
under  the  new  instrument. 

Upon  the  death  of  Montgomerie  in  July  1731,  Rip  Van  Dam, 
the  eldest  councillor,  succeeded  to  the  command  and  retained 
it  till  August  2^,  1732,  when  Col.  William  Cosby,  the  new  Gov- 
ernor, arrived  and  took  the  reins  of  government.  The  great 
dispute  concerning  the  salary  soon  after  arose  between  them, 
Van  Dam  having  received  the  whole,  and  Mr.  Cosby  producing 
an  order  in  Coimcil,  dated  May  31*',  1732,  and  given  to  him  in 
England  soon  ailer  his  appointment,  directing  its  equal  division 
between  them.  Mr.  Van  Dam  would  agree  to  this  if  Mr.  Cosby 
would  also  divide  certain  I'unds  wliich  he  alleged  came  to  his 
hands  in  England  The  Governor  declined  this  proposal,  as  the 
order  referred  only  to  the  salary  given  by  the  colony  and  the 
perquisites  arising  from  the  granting  of  lands  within  its  limits, 
t  Joaes'Msa.Hist.  ofH.T.      2  Will  BookXIV.,91,H  T.  Surrogate's  office. 
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Van  Dam  then  refused  to  pay  over  any  tiiiug  and  claim^'d  a 
balance  as  due  to  himself  The  Governor  was  thus  compelled 
either  to  institute  legal  proceedings  or  give  up  liis  claim.  Being 
a  matter  of  account  and  therefore  cognizable  only  in  a  court 
of  Equity,  an  action  could  not  be  brought  in  the  Supreme  Coui-t 
wliiolr  was  a  court  of  Law.  Being  CImncellor  ex  officio  the 
Governor  was  shut  out  from  the  Chancery  as  he  could  not  of 
coui'se  hear  liis  own  cause.  He  proceeded  therefore  before  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  Barons  of  the  Exchequer.  This 
Court  which  had  sat  occasionally  before,  and  the  Chancery  were 
however  exti'cmely  unpopular,  owing  to  a  strange  but  inveterate 
prejudice  against  Coui'ts  of  Equity  wliich  very  eai-ly  seized  the 
people  of  New  York. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  popular  leeling  ^r.  Van  Dam's 
counsel  pleaded  to  the  jurisdiction,  but  the  exception  after  full 
ai'gument  was  overruled  by  the  Court,  tJie  Earons  standing  two 
to  one.  Judges  De  Lancey  and  Phillipse  in  tlie  affirmative  and 
Chief  Justice  Lewis  Morris  in  the  negative.  Tlie  latter  delivered 
a  dissenting  opinion,  on  this  occasion  reflecting  upon  Gov.  Cosby, 
who  shortly  after  requested  a  copy  of  it  in  writing.  This  ini- 
tated.the  Chief  Justice,  who  took  the  unheard  of  course  of  sending 
Mm  a  copy  in  print,  with  a  very  insulting  letter,'  and  at  the 
same  time  published  both  to  the  world.  This  extraordinry  and 
insulting  conduct  of  the  Jiighest  judicial  officer  of  the  colony 
rendered  Gov.  Cosby  very  indignant,  and  he  at  once  wrote  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  then  minister,  regarding  the  Chief  Justice's 
conduct  and  urged  Jiis  removal  from  office.=  To  this  letter, 
dated  May  3**,  1733,  he  must  have  received  an  eai'ly  answer 
from  tlie  Duke  coinciding  with  his  views,  for  on  the  21^'  of  the 
following  August,  Mr.  Morris  was  removed  from  office  and  James 
De  Lancey  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  New  York^  In  his 
stead. 

Tiie  appointment  vaia  made  under  tlie  usual  clause  in  the 
Guvernor's  commissions,  which  authorized  tlicm  to  "constitute 

1  Bolton's  Hist,  of  Westchester;  II.,  307. 

2  Oosby's  Letter,  dated  May  8d,  1738,  in  Lend.  Doc :  XXIV.,  233. 

!1  His.  Coma,  is  recorded  In  Book  of  Comns.,  III.,  272  in  Sec.  of  State's 
Office,  Albany. 
Vol.  it.  66 
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nnd  appoint  judges."  A  power  whieli  tliey  esercised  independ- 
ently of  the  council,  and  not  with  its  "  sidvice  and  consent," 
as  in  the  erection  of  courts  and  the  exercise  of  a  few  other 
powers. ' 

About  two  years  afterwards  came  on  before  the  Supreme  Court 
the  famous  trial  of  John  Peter  Zenger  for  a  series  of  libels  on  the 
Governor  and  oliief  officers  of  tlie  colony.  He  was  a  printer 
by  trade ;  in  arrears  to  a  small  amount  as  collector  of  taxes  in 
the  city  5  and  the  Assembly  had  refused  toaUowhim  to  discharge 
the  small  debt  by  doing  public  printing  enough  to  cover  it." 

He  subsequentiy  published  a  small  paper  entitled  the  New 
York  'Weekly  Journal,  at  the  instance  of  the  opposition,  in  which 
the  libels  complained  of  were  published.  His  counsel  were 
James  Alexander  and  Wm.  Smith  the  elder,  the  supposed  authors 
of  the  libels,  two  gentlemen  of  ability  and  intellect,  botli  politi- 
cally opposed  to  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey. 

Aware  that  the  law  would  certainly  convict  their  client  they 
attempted  to  destroy  the  coui't,  by  excepting  to  the  commissions 
of  the  judges  as  invalid  and  illegal ;  though  they  knew  them  to 
be  in  the  usual  form,  and  such  as  their  predecessors  had  always 
held,  and  under  which  they  had  acted  for  a  number  of  years. 
Tlieir  objections,  if  valid,  would  have  destroyed  the  court  as 
well  as  the  commissions,  for  it  existed  not  by  force  of  any  statute, 
as  they  contended,  but  by  virtue  of  an  ordinance  of  the  Governor 

1  See  similar  clause  in  Sir  DaDvers  Ostorii's  Commiaiioii.  Appendix  to 
Smith's  Hist,  of  N.  T, ;  I.,  230. 

2  The  following  entry  esplains  Zenger's  difficulties:—"  Sept,  8,  1781,  The 
petition  of  John  Peier  Zenger  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
forth,  that  he  having  heen  chosen  Collector  of  sundry  publio  Taxes  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  was  prevented  from  gathering  the  same,  when  they  should  haTu 
been  collected,  hy  reason  he  fell  under  some  Trouble  from  his  creditors  at  that 
time,  that  by  Removal  of  some  and  InaoWenoy  of  others,  rated  in  the  said  Taxes, 
there  is  about  Twenty  three  pounds  irrecorerahle ;  that,  including  the  said  sum, 
he  remains  accountable  to  the  ProTince.  for  tbe  siuii  of  Forty  pounds  and 
upwards,  for  which  he  is  informed  Writa  are  issned  against  him.  And  that  he 
being'  unable  to  pay  the  same,  has  been  forced  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  but  pro- 
poses to  discharge  in  his  way  of  Printing,  at  the  most  moderate  and  reasonable 
wages.  And  therefore  prays  that  Prosecution  against  him  he  stayed,  and  he 
employed  in  printing  for  the  Publick.  Ordered.  That  the  siud  Petition  lie  on  the 
Tablo."~lf.  Y,  Assembly  Journal;  1.,  627,  638 
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and  Council,  dated  May  15'!',  1699.'  A  fiimiivl  dmial  of  ils 
existence  iieliijeratcily  made  was  therefore  a  gross  contempt  of 
€onrt,  and  the  Chief  Justice  from  the  bench  warned  the  counsel 
of  the  consequences.  But  they  persisted  in  tendering  the  excep- 
tions, upon  which  tlie  cfjnrt  made  an  drder  striking  their  names 
froni  its  rolls  and  excluding  them  Irom  further  practice.  Zenger 
being.unable  to  procure  other  counsel,  the  Court  assigned  him 
Mr.  Joseph  Murray,  with  whom  the  silenced  lawyers  associated 
Mr.  Hamilton  of  Philadelphia,  who  made  so  artful  an  address  to 
the  Jury  at  the  trial  a  few  days  afterwards  "  tliat,"  in  the  words 
of  one  of  their  own  friends,'  "  when  he  left  his  client  in  those 
hands,  such  was  the  fraudful  dexterity  of  the  orator,  and  the 
severity  of  his  invectives  upon  the  Governor  and  Ms  adherents, 
that  the  Jury  missing  the  true  issue  before  tliem,  they,  as  if  triers 
of  their  rulers,  rather  than  of  Zenger,  pronounced  the  criminal 
innocent  because  they  believed  them  to  be  guilty."' 

Chief  Justice  i)&  Lancey's  course  on  this  occasion  has  been 
much  misunderstood,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the  only  report 
of  the  trial  was  that  published  by  Zenger  himself,  written  by  the 
silenced  lawyers,  and  printed,  not  in  New  York  but  in  Boston,  in 
J  738,  three  yeai-s  after  t^ie  trial,  whicli  of  course  represents  him 
in  the  worst  possible  Sight.  Taking  the  facts  of  the  case,  how- 
ever, as  given  even  there,  it  would  be  difftcult  to  point  out  any 
other  course  which  the  court  could  have  taken  consistently  with 
its  own  dignity  and  self-respect. 

At  this  period,  and  from  these  controversies  and  others  allied 
to  tliem,  arose  the  two  great  parties,  which  ever  afterwards 
divided  the  people  of  the  Province.  The  one  maintaining  prin- 
ciples moderate  and  conservative ;  the  other,  those  of  a  more 
radical  tendency. 

Both  professed  tlie  strongest  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the 
British  constitution,  and  vied  with  each  other  in  claiming  and 
upholding  all  the  rights  of  Englishmen. 

In  New  York,  as  in  some  of  the  other  colonies,  the  religious 
element  entered  largely  into  politics.     In  point  of  wealth  and 

1  JT.Y.  Hist.  Soe.  Collcdjions;  III.,  3B5. 

2  Smith's  Hiat.  N.  I. ;  II.,  32. 

3  See  Report  of  the  trial  putliBhed  \>y  Zenger  himf  elf,  in  Boston,  1738 
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influence  the  Episcopalians  were  tiie  leading  denomination,  the 
Dutch  lieformed  Chuicli  came  next,  and  the  Presbyterians  last ; 
while  in  point  of  numbers  their  positions  were  exactly  reversed, 
the  Presbyterians  outnumbering  the  Dutch,  and  the  Dutch  the 
Episcopalians.  The  lf«t  with  most  of  the  Dutch  chiefly  belonged 
to  the  conservative  party ;  while  the  remainder  of  tlie  Dutch, 
and  the  Presbyterians  almost  to  a  man,  were  found  in  the  ranks 
of  the  opposition. 

Another  and  very  striking  peculiarity  in  the  composition  of 
the  colonial  pai'ties,  was  tlie  remarkable  prepondei'ance  of  the 
wealth  and  social  position  of  the  Province  on  the  side  of  the 
conservatives.  In  tlieir.  ranks  were  found  the  Philipses,  Van 
Cortlandts,  De  Lanceys,  Bayards,  Crugers,  Wattses,  Waltons, 
Van  Rensselaers,  Eeekmans,Bleeckere,  Barclays,  Joneses  of  Long 
Island,  Jays,  Verplaneks,Harrisons,and  other  substantial  families, 
while  in  those  of  the  opposition,  the  Livingstons,  Morrises, 
Alexanders  and  perhaps  tlie  Smiths  and  one  or  two  more  were 
probably  all  that  belonged  to  the  same  class. 

The  political  contests  were  consequently  warm  and  spirited, 
but  always  in  the  end  terminated  in  fevor  of  the  conservatives, 
one  of  whose  chief  leaders  was  James  De  Lancey.  The  enforce- 
ment of  Cosby's  claim  against  Van  Dam,  and  the  prosecution 
and  trial  of  Zenger,  were,  however,  though  both  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  of  Justice  and  the  law  of  the  land, 
against  the  popular  feelings,  which  had  been  exerted  by  the  cry 
that  the  people's  rights  were  perilled  by  the  establishment  of 
Equity  Courts,  and  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  was  in  danger. 
Tliis  feeling  increased  largely  by  the  unprincipled  attempts 
df  Gov.  Cosby,just  before  his  death  in  1736,  to  invalidate  certeiu 
land  patents  on  Long  Island  and  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,'  was  so 
intense  tliat  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  old  Assembly,  in  1737, 
by  Lt.  Gov.  Clark  who  succeeded  him,  the  radical  party  carried 
the  election  which  immediately  followed. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  opposition  was  of  very  Short  duration. 
Lt.  Gov.  Clai'k,  aware  that  the  Council  was  strongly  conservative, 
attempted  to  take  a  middle  course,  which  lost  him  the  confidence 

1  Smith's  History  of  N.  Y. ;  II.,  24. 
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of  that  body.  Discovering  this,  lie  determined,  in  order  to 
regain  it,  to  break  down  the  opposition  by  intriguing  witli  their 
leaders  to  place  tliem  in  office. 

Lewis  Morris,  Jr.,  tlie  Speaker,  Mr.  Simon  Johnson  and  the 
other  prominent  men  entered  into  his  views  and  accepted  his 
offers,  but  the  Council  reflised  to  give  their  consent.  In  thia 
unfortunate  dOemma  their  intrigues  became  public,  and  the 
lessons  of  liatred  and  contempt  for  men  in  office,  wlich  they 
had  taught  the  people  for  the  last  few  years,  reacted  so  power- 
fully upon  themselves,  that  "  they  instantly  fell  from  the  heights 
of  popularity  into  the  most  abject  contempt." '  This  proof  of 
the  absence  of  principle  in  their  leaders  destroyed  the  opposition. 
A  dissolution  of  the  Assembly  soon  followed,  and  in  the  new 
elections  the  conservatives  regained  their  power.  Thia  ascend- 
ancy was  henceforward  maintained,  and  theimparty  became 
supreme  in  the  colony.  The  people,  disgusted  with  their  old 
leaders,  gave  it  a  cordial  support,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Province 
continued  in  its  keeping  for  a  long  series  of  years. 

During  this  period  CJiief  Justice  De  Lancey  not  only  discharged 
the  responsible  duties  of  his  office  fo  the  satisfaction  of  the 
colony,  and  with  credit  to  himself,  but  was  regarded  on  all  si^ea 
as  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Council,  a  position'he  retained 
thi-oughout  the  administration  of  Cosby,  Clai'k  and  Oiuton,  and 
until  his  own  accession  to  the  command  of  the  Province  aa 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  1753,  a  period  of  upwards  of  twenty 
years. 

He  was  engaged  also  at  times  in  important  public  matters  in 
other  colonies.  Among  other  trusts  of  this  nature  he  was 
appointed  by  the  King  one  of  the  commissioners,  to  settle  the 
disputed  boundary  between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  in 
1741,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  board.  Neither  province 
was  satisfiediwith  the  result,  and  both  appealed  to  the  King  in 
council.  But  the  question  remained  an  open  one  between  the 
parties  both  as  provinces  and  states,  and  was  determined  in  1846 
or  18-i7,  curiously  enough,  upon  almost  the  very  line  marked 
out  by  the  Royal  Commissioners  more  than  a  century  before." 


in  See's  office,  Albany. 
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A  notice  to  reconsider  the  subject  has  however  been  recentl/ 
given  in  the  Massachusetts  legislature. 

During  the  first  few  years  of  Gov.  Clinton's  administration 
harmony  prevailed  in  the  government.  He  reposed  great 
confidence  in  the  Chief  Justice  and  the  conseiTatives,  which  he 
manifested  by  presenting  the  former,  of  his  own  accord,  as  it 
appears,  with  a  new  commission  as  Chief  Justice  "  during  good 
behavior,"  or,  in  other  words,  for  life,  dated  September  14"i, 
1744,  in  place  of  his  former  one,  the  tenure  of  which  was  only 
"  during  pleasure."  Not  long  after,  however,  Mr.  CUnton 
recommended  certain  measures  which  did  not  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  either  the  Council  or  the  Assembly,  the  most  objectionable 
of  which  was  the  demand  of  an  independent  support  for  a  term 
of  years,  in  place  of  the  annual  appropriation  hitherto  made. 
This  produced  a  rupture  between  him  and  those  bodies,  and  he 
consequently  withdrew  his  confidence  from  the  conservatives, 
who  opposed  his  measures,  so  that  from  1746  to  tlie  end  of  his 
administration,  in  1753,  they  were  in  continual  opposition  to 
the  dominant  party  in  the  colony  and  in  the  legislature. 

The  Chief  Justice  took  an  active  part  in  these  disputes  and 
exerted  all  his  power  in  favor  of  the  people  and  against  the 
Governor,  who  had  thrown  himself  into  the  aims  of  Dr.  Golden, 
and  the  Chief  Justice's  old  opponents,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Alexander. 

The  influence  possessed  by  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey.  during 
this  period  was  greater,  perhaps,  than  that  which  any  single 
individual  ever  exerted  in  New  York  prior  to  the  Revolution. 
Smith,  the  author  of  the  History  of  the  colony,  tlie  son  of  William 
Smith,  the  "eldef,  the  rival  and  opponent  of  Chief  Justice 
De  Lancey,  thus  speaks  of  it,  as  manifested  'by  the  result  of  the 
election  of  1752,  which  turned  upon  the  questions  involved  in 
the  controversies  with  Chnton. '  "  The  influencfe  of  the  Chief 
Justice  was,  nevertheless,  so  prevalent  that  he  had  a  great 
majority  of  friends  and  i-elations  in  the  new  Assembly,  convened 
on  the  24"'  day  of  October,  1753."  "  It  may  gratify  the  curiosity 
of  the  reader  to  know,  that  of  the  Members  of  this  Assembly, 
Mr.  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  was  nephew  to  Col.  Beekman, 

1  Bin.  N.  T.  U.,  143,  la. 
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brother  to  Peter  De  Laneey,  brother-in-law  to  John  Watts,  cousin 
to  Philip  Ver  Planclt,  and  Joho  Baptist  Van  Rensselaer  ;  that 
Mr.  Jones,  the  speaker,  Mr.  Richard,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Cruger, 
Mr.  Phillipse,  Mr.  Winner  and  Mr,  Le  Count,  were  of  hia  moat 
intimate  acquaintances ;  and  that  these  twelve  of  the  twenty- 
seven  which  composed  the  whole  house,  held  liis  character  and 
sentiments  in  the  highest  esteem-  Of  the  remaining  fifteen  he 
only  wanted  one  to  gain  a  majority  tinder  his  influence,  than 
which  nothing  was  more  certain ;  for  except  Mr.  Livingston, 
who  represented  his  own  manor,  there  was  not  among  the  rest  a 
man  of  education  or  abilities  qualified  for  the  station  they  were 
in.  They  were,  iu  general,  fai'mers  and  dii'ected  by  one  or  more 
of  the  twelve  members  above  named.  Of  the  whole  House  the 
only  wealthy,  able  member,  neither  connected  with  Mr.  De  Lancey 
nor  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence,  was  Mr.  Livingston. 

"  His  station  on  the  bench  with  the  independent  tenure  of 
good  behaviour,  added  to  liis  amazing  power,  whicli  was  again 
augmented  by  the  inferior  abilities  of  his  assistants  and  his 
incessant  assiduity,  joined  to  his  own  affluence,  and  that  of  his 
family,  in  cultivating  all  the  arts  of  popularity  from  the  moment 
he  was  disgusted  by  Mr.  Clarke  in  1737," 

In  the  autiunn  of  the  next  year,  1753,  Gov.  Clinton  was 
superseded  in  the  command  of  the  Province  by  Sir  Danvers 
Oeborn.  On  the  tenth  of  October,  in  that  year,  the  new  Governor 
was  sworu  in,  in  the  presence  of  the  Council,  and  received  the 
seals  from  Governor  Clinton,  who  at  the  same  time  produced 
and  delivered  to  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  a  commission  aa 
Lieutenant  Governor  dated  Oct  Si""  1747,  which  he  had  kept 
back  in  his  own  hands  until  this  time.  This  commission,  under 
the  sign  manual  of  George  IL,  had  passed  the  seals  nearly  six 
years  before,  and  had  been  in  Gov.  Clinton's  keeping  ever  since, 
whoeitherfrom  jealousy  or  fearof  the  Chief  Justice,  suppressed 
it  tin  he  could  do  so  no  longer. ' 

The  facts  relative  to  this  commission  and  its  suppression, 
reveal  the  determination  of  Gov.  Clinton  and  his  advisers,  Smith 

I  Theoilgioa!  oocumisEion  ia  in  the  posaeasion  of  the  It.  Oovernor'a  grand-EOD,  tho 
Rt.  EOT.  William  H.DeLanooy,  Biahop  of  Weatcra  NawTorki  it  was  alao  reoorded  ia 
bools  of  ComDs.  IV.,  122,  in  Seo'B  of  Stale's  office,  Albany. 
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aud  Alexander,  to  undermine  the  Chief  Justice  in  England, 
wlien  the;y  found  they  could  not  shake  his  power  in-  New  Yoi'k. 
The  course  of  the  latter  was  approved  by  the  Home  Government, 
or  he  never  would  Iiave  been  appointed  Lieut.  Governor, 
especially  at  tlie  time  when  the  promotion  was  made,  tor 
during  the  whole  of  1747  Gov.  Clinton  and  Dr.  Colden  M-ere 
sontinually  writing  to  the  Dukes  of  New  Castle  and  Bedford, 
two  of  the  ministry,  greviously  complaining  of  him  and  liis 
party. '  They  even  went  so  far  aa  to  ask  his  reanoval  from  the 
Chief  Justiceship.  On  the  eightli  of  November,  1747,-  only 
fifteen  days  after  his  commission  of  Lt.  Governor  was  signed  by 
the  King  in  London,  and  of  course  before  lie  thought  such  a 
step  was  contemplated,  Gov.  Clinton  wrote  from  New  York  to 
Mr,  under  secretary  Stone,  recommending  the  Chief  Justice's 
removal  from  office,  and  the  next  day,  the  ninth,  he  wrote 
another  letter  to  the  Dulce  of  New  Castle,  urging  the  same 
fitep,^ 

Finding  however  that  he  was  promoted  instead  of  disgi'aeed, 
Mr.  Clinton  on  the  1 3"'  of  Feb.  1 748,  sent  a  sort  of  remonstrance 
to  the  Duke  stating  that  Mr.  De  Lancey's  advancement  to  be 
Lieutenant  Governor  was  very  unhappy  for  the  Province  and 
prejudicial  to  himself.^  This  sort  of  warfare  was  unceasingly 
kept  up  as  long  as  Clinton  remained  in  office,  and  while  he 
actually  had  Mr.  De  Lancey's  commission  as  Lt.  Governor  in 
his  hands. 

In  1751  the  enemies  of  Mr.  De  Lancey  changed  their  plan  of 
operations.  On  the  28*  of  February  Gov,  Clinton  sent  a  formal 
"memorial"  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  praying  that  gentleman's 
removal  from  tlie  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  anotlier  in  his  plaue.  ■>  This  was  followed,  on  the  8'"  of 
April,  by  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  requesting  his  "  suspen- 
sion" from  the  Lieut.  Governorship,''  and  on  tlie  ISth  of  July  Dr. 
Colden  was  recommended  as  President  of  the  council,'  so  that 
he  might  be  ready  to  succeed  Mr.  Clinton,  if  tlie  "  suspension" 
took  place.    At  the  same  time  an  intrigue  was  set  on  foot,  as 

1  Soe  their  various  letters  in  London  Document  XXVIII.,  Seoretarj  of  Sink's  office, 
Albanj. 

2  Ibid.,  215,  219.     3  Ibid.,  238.      4  Ibid.,  210.      5  Ibid;  XXX.,  S54.    6  Ibid.  261. 
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appears  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Charles,  the  cobny's  ageJit  in 
London,  to  the  speaker  of  the  Assembly,'  to  get  Mr,  Sobt. 
Hunter  Morris  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York; 
Gov.  Clinton  and  his  friends  being  determined,  if  it  were  possible, 
to  oust  Lt.  Gov.  De  Lancey  from  liia  office  by  any  means  in  their 
power. 

But  all  these  eflbrts  were  .utterly  futile.  Mr.  Clinton  was  not 
only  compelled,  in  the  end,  to  deliver  up  to  Mr.  De  Lancey  his 
commission,  but  to  undergo  the  further  mortification  of  witnessing 
the  manifestations  of  popular  pleasure  which  tlie  announcement 
oi'  the  fact  produced. =  Two  days  afterwards,  on  the  12">  October, 
1753,  occurred  the  ti'agical  death  of  Sir  Dauvers  Osborne,  who 
committed  suicide  in  a  fit  of  insanity,  and  the  command  of  the 
province  immediately  devolved  upon  Mr.  De  Laiipey.  His 
accession  was.  hailed  with  general  delight, -for  his  long  service 
as  Chief  Justice,  having  traveled  the  circuits  upwai'ds  of  twenty 
years,  had  made  the  people  of  the  Province  tliorouglily  acquainted 
w'itli  liim  ;  and  tlie  approval  of  his  elevation,  which  tliey  now 
m;!iuii'Sted,  showed  l\ow  highly  they  esteemed  his  character  and 
capacity. 

At  this  time  the  agitation  of  the  great  question  of  the  day, 
regarding  the  support  of  Government,  was  at  its  height.  Tiie 
"instructions,"  which  accompanied  the  commissions  of  the 
Colonial  Goveraors,  provided  that  acts  giving  a  permanent 
support  for  five  years,should  be  passed  by  the  Assembly  as  often 
as  WEis  necessary.  Tliis  had  always  been  done  previous  tol737; 
but  finding  that  the  certainty  of  a.  support  ibr  so  long  a  period 
rendered  the  Governors  very  independent,  and  gave  rise  to 
prodigaiify  of  different  kinds,  the  Assembly  of  that  yeai'  deter- 
mined that  the  support  acts  should  be  annual  for  the  fiiture  in 
sjiile  of  the  "instructions."  This  was  considered  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  royal  prerogative  and  as  such  was  strongly  resisted. 

Fi'A'Ti  that  time  tliis  subject  caused  great  struggles  laetween 
the  AESembly  and  tlie  Governors ;  but  tlie  former  would  only 
pass  annual  hills,  tliough  tlie  latter  always  asked  tliose  for  five 
ycMi-s.  Gov.  Clinton,  during  the  15rst  tlire*  years  of  his  adniin- 
istrKtion,   signed  annual  iiilis — then  he  refused  to   do  it  any 

1  SMth'elliEt.N.  Y.  II.,  lib,  HO,     2  Smith^a  HJEt.  N.  Y.  II,,  1S3, 
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longer  and  demanded  a  revenue  for  five  years,  whicli  caused  the 
rupture  between  himself  and  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  and  the 
conservative  party,  who  were  wai'caly  in  favor  of  the  annual 
mode  of  support,  A  long  and  severe  contest  followed  In  which 
the  nearly  general  voice  of  the  province  was  with  the  conserva- 
tives, while  curiously  enough  the  supporters  of  the  Governor 
were  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Alexander  and  their  friends,  who  were  the 
original  proposers  of  the  annual  mode  in  1737.' 

In  the  midst  of  this  contest  of  the  people  against  the  prerog- 
ative, with  his  feelings,  opinions  and  political  sentiments  alto- 
gether on  the  popular  side,  the  Lt.  Grovercor  found  himself 
unexpectedly  called  to  the  supreme  command.  The  thirty-ninth 
of  the  new  "instructions,"  which  Sir  Danvers  Osbom  had 
brought  out,  and  which  his  office  compelled  him  to  obey,  enjoined 
iu  the  strongest  t^ms  upon  the  Commander-in-chief  to  insist 
upon  "  a  permanent  revenue  solid,  indefinite,  and  without  limi- 
tation." ^ 

The  difficully  of  his  position  now,  was  only  equalled  by  its 
delicacy.  His  individual  and  party  views,  and  the  popular 
sentiment,  favored  one  course  of  action,  ■while  his  commission, 
his  "instructions,"  and  the  oaths  of  office  pointed  out  another. 

In  spite  of  all  the  danger  which  liis  popularity  and  consistency 
ran,  he  did  his  duty  and  boldly  communicated  tii6  obnoxious 
"  instructions,"  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  with  his  first  speech  to 
the  Assembly,  and  told  them  they  must  act  accordingly. '  And 
in  all  his  future  speeches  he  continually  urged  them  to  obedience. 
At  the  same  time  he  received  all  their  resolutions,  representations 
and  addresses  against  the  measure,  and  forwarded  those  they 
wished  to  the  home  government,  and  when  it  was  proper,  wrote 
to  the  ministry  pressing  upon  them  to  agree  to  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Province.  But  he  would  not  assent  to  the  annual 
bills  they  passed  and  sent  to  him,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
received  no  salary  as  Commander-in-chief  till  1756,  in  the  spring 
of  which  year  the  ministry  gave  up  the  point  and  agreed  to 
annual  support  hills  for  the  future,  and  directed  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  the  then  Governor,  to  communicate  the  change  of  the 
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instruction  to  tlie  Assembly,  whicli  he  did  on  tlie  24'h  of  tlie 
following  September.'  This  was  a  great  triumpli  for  tlie 
colony,  and  for  wliich  it  was  indebted  solely  to  the  policy  of 
Lt.  Governor  De  Laneey,  and  the  tact  and  statesmanship  he 
shewed  in  carrying  it  out.  A  fact  so  manifest  as  to  compel  the 
reluctant  praise  of  the  partial  author  of  the  History  of  New 
York.= 

On  the  19'ii  of  June,  1754,  Lieul.  Governor  De  Laneey  con- 
vened and  opened  tliecelebrated  Congress  of  Albany,  oyer  which 
he  presided.  This  was  a  Congress  of  delegates  from  all  the 
colonies'  which  the  home  government  directed  the  Lt.  Governor 
of  New  Tork  to  hold,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating  the  Indian 
nations  who  were  invited  to  attend  it ;  of  renewing  the  covenant 
chain  and  attaching  them  more  closely  to  the  British  interest, 
and  for  comprising  all  tlie  provinces  in  one  general  treaty  to  be 
made  with  them  in  the  King's  name,  and  for  no  other  purpose.' 
Speeches  and  presents  were  made  to  the  Indians  wlio  promised 
to  do  all  that  was  asked  of  them,  but  no  formal  treaty  whatever 
was  concluded.  The  Congress  voted  instead,  that  the  delegation 
from  each  colony  except  New  York,  should  appoint  one  of  their 
number,  who  together  should  be  a  committee  to  digest  a  plan 
for  a  general  union  of  all  the  colonies 

The  choice  of  the  New  York  committee-man  was  left  to  Lt, 
Governor  J3e  Lancy,  who,  acting  most  impartially,  appointed  his 
political  opponent,  William  Smith,  Esq'.,  the  elder.=  This 
movement,  which  was  not  within  the  objects  of  the  Congress  as 
defined  in  the  letter  of  the  Board  of  Trade  above  mentioned, 
resulted  in  the  adopting  of  a  plan  of  a  union  to  be  made  by  act 
of  Parliament,  which,  after  its  pi-ovisions  were  resolved  on,  was 
put  into  form  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  was  a  delegate  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  which  w^  not  decided  upon,  but  merely  sent 
to  the  different  provinces  for  consideration. 

1  AsEembly  JoamolB;  II.,  600. 

2  Smith's  Hist.  H.  Y. ;  n.,  232. 

S  Virginia  and  OaiDlina  did  not  Bend  delegates,  but  desirei  lo  bo  considered  as  iffeeent. 
Doc.  Hiat.  H.  Y.  i  H.,  587. 

4  BeB  Latter  of  Lords  of  Ttade,  directing  the  holding  of  the  Oongreu,  and  the  minutes 
of  ita  proceedinga  in  full,  in  Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  i  11.,  65B. 

5  Doo-Hist.  K.T.;  11.,  66B. 
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Before  the  motion  for  the  appoiutmeiit  of  this  committee  was 
made,  Lt.  Gov.  Be  Laiicey,  being  in  fuvor  of  the  colonies  uniting 
for  tlieir  own  defence,  proposed  the  building  and  maiutainiiig,  at 
the  joint  expense  of  tlie  colonies,  of  a  chain  of  forts  covering 
tlieir  whole  exposed  frontier,  and  some  in  the  Indian  country 
itself.  Btit  his  plan  was  without  effect  npon  the  Congress; 
for  as  he  tells  us  himself,  "  tliey  seemed  so  fully  persuaded  of  the 
backwai-dness  of  the  several  assemblies  to  come  into  joint  and 
vigorous  measures  that  they  were  unwilling  to  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  tliese  matters." '  His  idea  seems  to  have  been 
for  a  practical  union  of  the  colonies  for  their  own  defence  to  be 
made  by  themselves ;  while  that  of  the  committees,  who  despair- 
ed of  a  voluntary  union,  was  for  a  consolidation  of  the  colonies 
to  be  enforced  by  act  of  Parliiiment.  Neither  plan,  however, 
met  with  favor  in  any  quarter,  and  the  Congress  effected  little 
but  the  conciliation  of  the  Indians.' 

In  the  autumn  of  1754  the  Lt.  Governor  suggested  to  the 
Assembly  the  system  of  settling  lands  in  townships  instead  of 
patents,  a  measure  which,  being  passed  by  them,  rapidly  increased 
the  population  and  prosperity  of  the  colony.^ 

On  tJie  tliirty-first  of  October,  1754,  Lt.  Governor  De  Lancey 
signed  and  passed  the  cliarter  of  ICing's  (now  Columbia)  College, 
in  spite  of  the  long  and  bitter  opposition  of  the  Presbyterians, 
led  by  Mr.  William  Livingston.  So  decided  were  these  against 
the  Episcopalians  at  this  time,  and  so  determined  were  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Livingston  to  break  down  the  college,  that,  tlidugh  signed 
and  sealed,  the  charier  was  not  delivered  in  consequence  of  the 
clamor  till  May  7"'  1755,  when,  after  an  address,  Lt,  Governor 
De  Lancey  presented  it  to  the  trustees  in  form." 

Tills  college  controversy  gave  renewed  vigor  to  the  fend 
between  the,  De  Lancey  and  Livingston  parties,  the  former  of 
whom  were  leading  supporters  of  tiie  College,  and  the  latter  its 
bitterest  foes.     A  feud,  which  burning  strongly  ever  after,  exerted 

1  See  Ms  speech  to  tile  AasBTHbly  of  August  20tli,  1754.     Ass.  Jour.;  II., 
886   387. 
a  See  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress.    Doe.  Hist.  K.  Y, ;  II.,  545. 
S  Assembly  Journal;  II.,  for  Septembev,  1754. 
I  Moote'H  Hist.  Col'a  College,  p.  20. 
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a  controlling  influence  in  the  future  politics  of  the  colony.  So 
much  so  that  in  1759  tlie  two  parties  were  designated  by  the 
names  of  these  two  powerful  and  wealthy  leaders. ' 

In  tlie  spring  of  1755  the  Lt.  Governor  attended  the  council 
of  Governors,  called  by  Gen,  Braddock,  at  Alexandria,  and 
aided  in  the  adoption  of  the  measures  .there  concerted  against 
the  French,  with  wliom  hostililies  had  Commenced.^  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  tlie  new  Governor,  appointed  in  Sir  Danvers  Osborne's 
place,  arrivetl  and  took  command  of  tlie  Province  on  Sept.  S"**, 
1755  ;  and  Lt,  Governor  De  Laucey  resumed  his  seat  upon  the 
Bench  as  Chief  Justice.  Gov.  Hardy  was  an  officer  of  the  Navy 
and  not  much  accustomed  to  civil  affairs.  He  depended  chiefly 
on  the  Lieut.  Governor,  wlio  supported  all  leading  measures, 
except  the  ill-advised  and  unsuccessful  attempt  he  was  induced 
to  make  to  vacate  the  Kayayderosseras  and  a  few  other  land 
patents.  Preferring  his  professional  life,  Sir  Charles,  after  a  ten 
months'  residence  in  New  York  applied  to  he  allowed  to  resign 
his  government  and  to  re-enter  the  Navy.^  A  short  time  after- 
wai'ds  his  request  was  granted,  and  being  made  a  Rear- Admiral, 
he  sailedfrom  New  Yorkjwitba  command  in  theexpedition  against 
Louisburgh,on  the  second  of  July, 1757,  just  twenty-two  months 
after  his  airival  in  that  city.  By  this  resignation  the  command 
again  devolved  upon  Mr.  De  Lancey.  The  war  with  France 
was  then  going  on,  and  the  Province  was  entirely  engaged  during 
this,  and  the  two  succeeding  years,  in  military  afliiirs  and 
measui-es.  During  this  period  civil  matters  were  very  quiet, 
and  the  energies  of  the  Lt.  Governor  were  given  to  promoting, 
directing,  and  cariying  out  the  various  measii'res  which  tlie  events 
of  the  war  rendered  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Colony.  He 
contiibuted  greatly  to  the  retrieving  of  the  disasters  of  1757, 
and  to  the  success  of  the  operations  of  1758  and  1759  ;  and 
especially  to  proinoting  th«  expedition  which  ended  in  the 
repulse  at  Ticonderoga,  and  that  which  followed  it  in  the  suc- 
ceeding year. 

Though  generally  quiet,  the  opposition  did  not  give  up  entirely 
their  attempts  against  the  party  in  power.     The  most  notorious 

1  Smith's  Hist,  N,  T,;  11,,  2TS,  2  Doc.  Hist,  N,  T.;  II.,  G48. 

8  See  his  letter  to  this  effuct,  dated  Aug,  2nd,  1750,  Lond.  Doc. ;  XXXIII.,  867. 
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of  which  was  the  printing,  in  England  and  secret  circulation 
there  and  in  the  colony,  of  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  entitled  a 
"  Review  of  the  military  operations  in  North  America,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Prencli  hostilities  on  tlie  frontiers  of 
Virginia,  in  1753,  to  the  surrender  of  Oswego,  on  the  14"> 
August  1756,  in  a  letter  .to  a  nobleman."  In  this  publication 
the  Lt.  Goyernor  was  attacked  by  name,  and  in  terms  of  bitterest 
invective.  Falsehood  was,  however,  so  evident  on  its  face  that 
neither  Lt-  Gov.  De  Lancey,  nor  any  of  the  other  gentlemen  whom 
it  attacked,  ever  considered  it  worthy  of  notice.  Mr.  Alexander 
superintended  its  printing  as  he  acknowledged  himself,'  being 
at  the  time  in  England,  engaged  in  his  vain  attempt  to  prove 
title  to  the  earldom  of  Stirling ;  but  its  author  is  now  believed 
to  have  been  William  Smith,  the  younger,  the  writer  of  the 
colony's  history,  notwithstanduig  it  has  been  ascribed  to  Mr. 
Livingston.^ 

The  Assembly  adjourned  in  the  summer  of  1760,  and  shortly 
after  the  colony  was  startled  by  the  very  sudden  and  unexpected 
death  of  Lieut.  Governor  De  Lancey,  which  happened  on  the 
morning  of  Wednesday,  the  30^1"  of  July,  in  that  year.  =  He 
was  discovered  by  one  of  his  children  in  a  dying  condition  in 
liis  Bbrary,  too  far  gone  for  medical  aid  to  be  of  the  least  service : 
Ids  dissolution  having  been  caused  by  an  affection  of  the  heart. 

1  Smith's  Hist.  N.T.,II.j  256.  2"ThispiiinphletwaawritteainNowYork,and 
it  la  believed,  frota  oircamstancea,  that  William  Smitb,  afterwards  Chief  Juatiea 
of  Canada,  was  the  author;  that  he  copied  it  himself,  neyer  permitting  either  of 
his  dorks  to  aee  a  word  of  it ;  that  the  manuscript  was  carefully  nailed  up  in  a 
box  preparedfor  the  purpose,  and  sent  to  London  to  be  printed.  The  pamphlets, 
when  received  from  London,  were  not  publicly  distributed,andonly  afewof  them 
were  given  to  particular  individuals.  But  it  soon  became  knownin  the  city  that 
such  a  pamphlet  existed.  I  was  then  a  clerk  in  Smith's  office,  and  wished 
to  procure  one  of  the  pamphlets,  but  all  my  endeavors  were  fruitless;  and  I 
never  got  one  until  some  time  during  the  rijvolutionary  war,  when  I  met  with 
one  at  an  auction  in  New  York  and  purchased  it."  Hon.  Saiaml  Jones'  note» 
on  Smith's  History  of  If.  ¥.  in  Vol.  3  of  N.  Y.  Hut.  Soc.  ColUetiojis,  p.  861. 
Seealsoaprior  letter  of  his,  same  Vol.  p.  U9.  The  pamphlet  itself  n  Ma  s 
Hist.  Soc.  ColkcHons,  VII.,  p.  67. 

3  Some  doubt  has  been  thrown  around  the  precise  date  of  his  death  Dunlap 
places  it  in  1769,  anil  some  other  writers  have  followed  him.  But  fl  e  n  1 
minutes,  (XXY.,  816.)  and  the  newspapers  of  tho  day,  agreeing  w  th  f  m  ly 
tradition,  fix  it,  beyond  cavil,  as  stated  in  the  teit 
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The  nest  evening  the  funeral  took  place  with  great  pomp  ;  the 
Rev.  Mr,  Barclay  performed  the  solemn  services  in  Trinity 
church,  which  was  illuminated  for  the  occasion,  after  which  the 
body  was  deposited  in  tlie  family  vault  beneath  the  centre  aisle 
of  that'edific*.' 

The  death  of  Lieut.  Governor  De  Lancey  was  deeply  felt  and 
lamented  by  the  people  of  the  colony  as  he  was  uuiverBally 
beloved  and  highly  esteemed.  "  To  do  ample  justice,"  says  one 
of  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  "  to  this  eminent  charact*!',  so 
suddenly  taken  from  us,  is  what  the  world  will  hardly  expect, 
or  his  distinguished  accomplishments,  indeed,  permit.  He 
enjoyed  a  quick  conception,  a  deep  penetration,  a  clear  judgment 
and  a  retentive  memory.  His  natural  talents,  heightened  and 
improved  by  his  attainments  in  hterature,  and  an  intimat« 
acquaintajiee  with  mankind,  made  him  an  agreeable  and  insfiuc- 
tive  companion  to  those  who  were  honored  with  his  conversation ; 
and  qualified  him  to  fill  the  most  important  offices  with  uncom- 
mon dignity  and  lustie.  His  genius,  provident,  active,  fertUe 
in  expedients,  and  capable  of  averting  or  improving  the  most 
unexpected  occurrences,  joined  to  a  perfect  knowledge  and  esteem 
ofourhappyconstitution,  and  a  zealousattachment  to  his  Majesty's 
illustrious  House,  rendered  liim  a  most  able  and  faithful  counsellor 
of  the  Crown  ;  and,  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  a 
coi'dial  and  unshaken  friend.  On  the  chief  seat  of  justice,  he 
was,  for  capacity  and  integrity,  equalled  by  few,  exceeded  by  none. 
Patient  in  hearing,  ready  in  distinguisliing,  and,  in  his  decisions 
sound  and  impartial — lie  gave  such  universal  satisfaction  that 
even  the  vanquished  confessed  the  justice  of  the  sentence.  His 
promotion  to  the  Government,  at  a  season  the  most  momentous 
to  tlie  colony,  was  signally  advancive  of  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  public  emolument.  And  by  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
rep{)sed  in  his  superior  abilities,  they  were  induced  to  exert 
themselves  in  the  common  cause, with  tlie  greatest  alacrity. "= 

To  tliis  evidence  of  tlie  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at 
the  time  of  his  decease,  may  be  added  the  testimony  of  one  who 

1  See  long  siccounts  of  this  funeral  in  Hew  York  Mercury  and  Parker's  Post 
Boy  and  other  papers  of  the  day. 

2  Editorial  from  the  "  New  York  Mercnry"  for  Aug.  4th  1760 
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knew  him  very  intimately,  botli  olScially,  and  in  private,  the  Hon, 
Joliji  Watts,  an  eminent  citizen  oi'  New  Torli,  and  a  member  of 
the  council  during,and  long  after,  Lt.  Governor  De  Tiancey's  time, 
who  was  tlie  author  of  the  following  sketch  of  his  character  and 
death,  written  in  1787,  nearly  tliirty  yeai-s  after  that  event : ' 

"James  De  Lancey  was  a  man  of  uncommon  abilities  and  in 
every  view,  from  the  law  to  agriculture,  and  an  elegant,  pleasant 
companion — what  rarely  unites  in  one  person  ;  it  seemed  doubt- 
ful which  excelled,  his  quick  penetration  or  his  sound  judgment: 
the  first  seemed  an  instant  guide  to  the  last."  "  No  man  in  either 
office,  (Chief  Justice  or  Lifeut.  Governor,)  had  more  the  love  and 
confidence  of  tlie  people,  nor  any  man,  before  or  since,  half  tlie 
irifliiehce.  H6  was  unfortunately  taken  from  us  in  July,  1760, 
so  suddenly  that  his  very  iiimily  suspected  no  danger,  "We  had 
spent,  very  agreeably,  the  day  befoie  on  Staten  Inland  ,  altci  ten 
at  night  he  left  my  house  perfecllj  Hell,  in  the  moining  he  nas 
as  usual,  but  about  nhie  a  servant  was  disj  atched  to  tell  me  his 
master  was  very  ill ;  I  mounted  in«taiitly  and  hunied  to  hia 
house,  in  Bowery  Lane,  but  on  the  w<ty  was  alaimed  by  a  call 
'  that  all  (vas  over,'  and  too  tine  I  found  it ,  he  sat  reclined  m 
his  chair,  one  leg  drawn  in,  tlie  ofhei  extended,  Ins  arms  over 
the  elirows,  so  naturally,  that  had  I  not  been  appiized  of  it,  I 
certainly  sliould  have  spoken  as  I  enteied  the  room  No  body 
but  his  youngest  daughter,  a  cliild,  was  present  at  the  time,  so 
little  did  the  family  apprehend  the  least  dmgei  Never  did 
these  eyes  behold  such  a  specticle,  oi  did  my  spin ts  ieel  such 
an  impression.  The  idea  affects  me  wlienevei  I  think  of  it,  to 
lose  such  a  companion,  sucli  a  connselloi,  such  a  fiiend." 

Lieut.  Governor  De  Lancey  left  three  sons  aiid  three  daugh- 
ters. James,  the  eldest,  educated  at  Eton  and  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity, was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Assembly  for  many 
years  prior,  and  up  to  the  Revolution.  He  went  to  England  on 
a  visit  in  the  spring  of  1775,  and,  the  war  commencing,  did  not 
return.  His  son,  Lieut.  Col.  James  De  Lancey,  of  the  First 
Dragoon  Guards,  is  the  only  male  member  of  his  family  now 

1  The  original,  in  Mr.  "Watt's  handivritins,  was  found  among  the  papers  of  ilia 
daughter,  Mrs.  Leiike,  and  is  now  in  the  posaession  of  her  niece,  Mrs.  Heorf 
Laight  of  Hew  Yorlt,  Mr.  Watts'  grand  daughter. 
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living.  Stephen,  the  second  son,  whose  intellect  was  affected  by 
disease  in  his  infancy,  was  killed  accidentally  in  1795,  Of  the 
daughters,  Mary  married  William  Walton  of  New  York ;  Anna 
became  the  wife  of  tlie  Hon.  Thos.  Jones  of  Fort  Neck,  Recorder 
of  New  York,  and  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Province ;  and  Susannah  died  unmarried,  John  Peter,  the 
youngest  child  of  the  Lieut,  Governor,  was  also  educated  in 
England,  at  Harrow,  and  at  the  military  school  at  Greenwich ; 
he  entered  the  army,  served  till  1789,  when  he  threw  up  his 
Commission  of  Captain,  returned  shortly  after  to  America,  and 
resided  till  his  death. ia  1828,  at  his  grandfather  Heathcote's 
old  seat,  at  Mamaroneck,  Westchester  county,  of  which  he  was 
the  proprietor. ' 

No  American  had  greater  influence  in  tiie  colonies  than  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Circumstances,  it  is  ti'ue,  aided  in  raising 
him  to^  this  elevation,  such  as  education,  connections,  wealth, 
and  his  high  conservative  principles  ;  but  he  owed  as  much  to 
personal  qualities,  perhaps,  as  to  all  the  other  causes  united. 
Gay,  witty,  easy  of  access,  and  frank,  he  was  personally  the  most 
popular  ruler  the  Province  ever  possessed,  even  when  drawing 
tightest  the  reigns  of  government. 

It  was  this  unusual  admixture  of  the  popular  spirit  with  that 
of  the  incumbent  of  office,  that  rendered  him  so  obnoxious  to 
the  assaults  of  his  enemies.  There  are  few  instances  in  our 
history,  of  attempts  to  destroy  a  public  man,  such  as  those 
which  were  made  by  the  enemies  of  James  De  Lancey,  When 
Sir  Danvers  Osbom  was  found  suspended  in  a  garden,  dead,  it 
was  whispered  that  he  had  come  to  his  end  through  the  ambition 
of  his  successor,  the  new  head  of  the  co]ony.=  Subsequently  it 
was  proven  beyond  a  cavil,  that  Osborn,  borne  down  with  grief 

1  Thomas  Janies,  the  eldoat  son  of  this  gentleman,  died  a  judgo  of  Westcheater 
county,  at  the  age  of  32  j  William  Healhoote,  his  younger  son,  ia  the  present 
Bishop  of  Western  Kew  York ;  Edward  Floyd,  another  son,  died  iri  early  man. 
hood.  His  eldest  daughter,  Anne  Charlotte,  married  John  Loudon  McAdam, 
immoTfalized  by  his  system  of  making  roada;  the  Eecond,  Susan  Augusta,  the 
wife  of  the  late  J.  Fennimore  Cooper,  Esq.,  died  20th  Jan'y,  1852;  and  the  two 
youngost  ire  still  living  unmarried. 

2  Smith's  History  of  New  York ;  II.,  Chap.  8. 
Vol.  IV,  67 
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at  the  death  of  his  wife,  liad  made  two  previous  attempts  at 
suicide ;  but  so  frantic  were  the  efforts  of  his  oppoiientsj  that 
tlie  unscrupulous  did  not  hesitate  covertly  to  bring  the  cliarge 
of  murder  against  their  successful  rival.  After  witliholding  his 
commission  wrongfully  for  six  yeai^,  they  consummated  their 
opposition  by  hinting  at  this  atrocious  cahimny. 

Eeligious  acrimony  greatly  heightened  the  intensity  of  the 
hostility  to  De  Lancey.  He  and  his  associates  openly  laughed 
at  what  they  termed  "  the  sanctimonious  grimaces"  of  the  other 
sects,  and  possibly  were  more  careless  of  those  cutting  wounds 
inflicted  by  the  tongue,  than  was  either  right  or  prudent.  As  a 
consequence,  his  name  has  passed  into  history  under  colors  which 
take  tJieir  hues  rather  from  the  passions  of  the  day  than  from 
the  light  of  truth.  The  liead  of  the  court  party,  he  was  termed 
a  demagogue — a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  affluent,  and  of  a  peculiarly 
gay  and  social  temperament,  he  is  accused  of  the  sordid  vices 
of  the  miser  and  extortioner, — delicate,  a  martyr  to  asthma,  and 
obliged  to  be  abstemious,  he  is  charged  with  low  excess — beloved 
by  all  around  him,  he  is  denounced  as  hateful— and  approved  by 
the  ministry  in  England,  even  when  opposing  their  policy,  he  is 
pointed  out  to  posterity  as  a  political  sycophant. 

The  near  approach  of  the  Kevolution,  and  the  uncontradicted 
odium  that  the  popular  writers  of  this  country  lavished,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  upon  the  servants  of  the  crown,  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  false  character  thus  given  to  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor De  Lancey.  The  representations  of  defeated  opponents 
have  been  received  lor  historic  truth,  and  an  almost  villaga 
littleness  of  gossip  accepted  tor  an  analysis  of  character. 

James  De  Lancey  was  the  fourth,  and  last,  native  of  New 
York  that  administered  the  affairs  of  that  colony.  He  corres- 
ponded personally,  as  well  as  officially,  with  Pitt,  afterwards 
Ear)  of  Chatham,  during  the  critical  period  of  the  war  of  1756. 
At  his  death,  his  sister,  Lady  Warren,  applied  to  that  statesman 
to  put  her  yougest  brother,  Oliver  De  Lancey,  in  the  office  he  had 
filled  ;  but  finding  the  minister  turning  a  cold  ear  to  her  appli- 
cation, she  cried  with  warmth,  "  I  hope,  Mr.  Pitt,  you  have  iiad 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  brother  I  have  lost."  "  Madam," 
was  the  answer,  "had  your  brother  James  lived  in  England,  he 
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would  have  been  one  of  the  first  men  in  it." '  The  great  fault 
of  his  character  was  indolence.  He  read  but  did  jiot  like  to 
write.  So  far  from  being  avaricious  or  grasping,  he  even  loved 
his  ease  more  than  he  loved  money.  One  of  the  sources  of  profit 
to  the  colonial  Government  was  the  fees  payable  upon  the  sign- 
ing of  land  patents.  At  the  death  of  Lieut.  Governor  De  Lancey, 
it  is  said  that  so  many  of  tliese  patents  awaited  his  approval, 
that  the  signing  them  gave  a  large  sum  at  oijee  to  his  successor, 
Mr.  Colden, 

1  This  remark  was  mentioned  by  Lady  Warren  to  the  Lt.  Governor's  youngest 
SOB,  John  Peter  De  Lancey,  by  whom  the  anecdote  was  related  to  his  son  and 
son-in-law,  Eiahop  Da  Lancey,  and  J.  Pennimore  Cooper,  Esq. 


MISCEIIAKIES 

The  Fibst  Chckch  im  Wew  Nethehland. — It  ia  stated  by  the  Eev,  Mr. 
Prima,  in  his  Hisiory  of  Long  Island,  1-32,  that  the  church  erected  at  Southold 
aad  that  at  Southampton,  "  were  the  first  sanctuaries  erected  for  the  worship 
of  the  LivEng  God,  within  the  entire  province  of  the  Kew  Setherkiids,"  This  is 
entirely  a  mistalte.  The  earliest  of  these  buildings  does  not  date  further  baol! 
than  1640,  whilst  it  is  on  record  In  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  that  Director 
Van  Twiller  caused  a  church  to  be  erected  in  New  Amsterdam,  now  New  Turk, 
aa  early  as  the  year  1633. 

Chbistmas  on  the  Mohatvk  Eives  in  1769.— The  manner  in  wch.  ye  ppl,  in 
yse  parts  keep  Smas  day  in  commemor'g  of  the  Birth  of  ye  Saviour,  as  ya 
pretend  is  very  aGfect'g  and  strik'g.  They  generally  assemble  for  read'g  prayers^ 
or  Divine  service^jut  after,  they  oat  drink  and  make  merry.  They  allow  of  no 
work  or  servile  labour  on  ys  day  and  ye  follow'g — their  servants  are  free— but 
drink'g  swear'g  figlit'g  and  frolic'g  are  not  only  allowed,  but  seem  to  be  essential 
to  ye  joy  of  ye  day. — Ren.  S.  Kirkland'i  Jotimal. 

The  first  Episoopii,  Church  ih  Podqhkeepsih  was  erected  in  177i-  It  was 
a  very  handsome  stone  building  flfty-three  feet  by  forty.  Rev.  John  Beardsley 
had,  however,  been  a  missionary  at  tiiat  place  foi'  several  years  previous.  This 
gentleman  adhered  to  the  Crown  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution;  was 
appointed  Chaplain  to  the  Loyal  American  Eeg't  In  1T82,  and  in  1783  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  New  Brunawick  and  settled  at  a  place  called  Maugotvillc, 
where  ho  died. 

4  Apl.  1763 — The  mall  was  sent  for  the  first  time  to  Scheofeotady. — Sir  Wm. 
Johnson's  SISS. 

July,  1772. — The  mail  to  he  sent  weekly  from  N,  York  to  Albany  up  one  side 
of  tho  River  and  down  the  other,  for  which  an  oitra  £100  is  to  be  allowed. — H. 
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LiBBABT  OS  Sib  Herby  Moody,  Baht.  one  of  tub  ^irst  Patentees  or  ■rni 

Town  ob  Gbavesend,  L.  I. — Cathologus  contining  the  names  of  aucli  liookj  as 

Sir.  Henry  Moedio  had  left  in  aecnrity  in  Laiidts  of  Daniel  Litscho  wen  hy  went 

for  Tilginia; 

A  latyn  Bible  in  folio. 

A  written  book  in  folio  contining  privatt  matters  of  State, 

A  writteneth  book  in  folio  contining  private  matters  of  the  King. 

Seventeen  several  books  of  devinite  matters. 

A  dlctionarlus  Latin  and  English. 

Sixteea  several  latin  and  Italian  books  of  divers  matters. 

A  book  in  folio  contining  the  voage  of  Petdinant  Mendoa,  Btc. 

A  book  in  folio  kalleth  Sylva  Sylvarum. 

A  book  in  ci^^i'to  eallth  bartas'  six  days  ivorck  of  the  lord  and  translat  tq 
English  by  Joauah  Sylvester. 

A  book  in  quarto  kalleih  the  Summe  and  Substans  of  the  Conference  which  it 
pleased  his  Excellent  Majsti  to  have  with  the  lords  bishops  Kcc.  at  Hampton 
Court  oontracteth  hy  William  Barlow, 

A  book  in  quarto  kalleth  Bcclesiastioa  Interpratatio,  or  the  Expositions  upon  the 
diffioait  and  doubtful  passage  of  tha  Seven  Epistles  oallet  Catholique  and  the 
Eevalation  collecteth  by  John  Mayer. 

Elleven  several  books  moore  of  divers  substants. 

The  Verification  of  bis  fathers  Knights  order  given  by  King  James, — Notarial 
Reg.  of  Soloman  Lachaire  N.P.  of  H'ew  Amsterdam,  Aiaio  1661. 

N,  Y.  LiBBAaiEs  Destroyed. — A  very  flne  Library,  loft  fifty  years  ago  by  the 
Kev.  Dr.  Millington  for  tbe  use  of  the  Missionaries,  consisting  of  above  1,000 
volumes,  together  with  the  College  Library  and  their  philosophical  apparatus, 
and  another  library  belonging  to  the  inhabitants,  were  plundered,  sold  and  dls. 
persed  by  the  British  soldiers  when  they  took  possession  of  New  York. — Abdracl 
of  the  SoQ.for  Prop,  the  Gosp.  1779. 

Gebeiih  Frasbr. — Many  enquiries  have  Been  made  for  the  christian  name 
of  General  Fraser,  who  was  killed  at  tbe  Battle  of  Stillwater,  7th  October,  1777. 
Jesae,  (Mem.  of  the  Pretenders  I.;  127,)  and  others  confound  him  with  a  eon 
of  Lord  Lovat,  who  was  beheaded  for  joining  tbe  pretender,  and  who  died  in 
1782.  Beatson,  in  Ms  Political  Index  II.;  150-1,  contains  a  list  of  Colonels 
in  the  Army  who,  "at  different  periods,  served  as  Brigadier  Generals  in  North 
America  and  the  West  ladies  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  1775,"  and 
on  p.  151  is  the  name  of  "  Simon  Ftusee.  Died  of  the  wounds  received  at  the 
battle  of  Stillwater,"  Ho  was  grand  uncle  to  the  celebrated  Sir  James  Mackin- 
tosh. Dodsley'a  Annual  Reg.,  1780,  pp.  318-19,  contains  an  abstract  of  the 
eauseof  Mr,  Schteiber,plt£f.,  against  Mrs.  Fraser,  widow  of  the  lateGen'I  Fraser, 
who  died  at  Saratoga,  deft.,  for  damages  on  a  lireaoh  of  promise  of  marriage. 
Verdict  for  pllff.  £600  damages  and  coats.  Wo  arc  indebted  to  Dr.  Harris,  the 
polite  Librarian  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  other  correspondents,  for  many 
interesting  particulars  of  the  Fraser  family;  but  want  of  space  excludes  them  at 
present. 
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SIETCrr  OF  THE  life  op  the  HON.  JAMES  DUANE. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch — a  prominent  and  patriotic  soa  of 
New  York — was  held  in  high  estimation  in  his  day,  and  was  for 
near  forty  years  actively  engaged  in  tlie  most  important  affairs 
of  his  country.  He  obtained  tlie  confidence  of  men  of  business 
iu  very  early  life,  and  of  the  people  of  New  York  as  soon  as 
they  required  able  afld  fearless  agents  to  carry  on  the  controversy 
with  the  mother  country,  and  retained  it  not  only  in  the  outbreak 
and  vicissitudes  of  the  Revolution,  but  in  the  period  of  discon- 
tent and  imeasiness  which  followed  the  acknowledgment  of  our 
independence  by  Great  Britain,  and  until  his  voluntary  retire- 
ment from  public  life,  several  years  after  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.  His  history  teaches  that 
it  was  not  by  shrinking  from- responsiljility  that  he  retained  his 
high  standing,  for  he  is  always  found  a  prominent  actor  when- 
ever engaged  iu  business  witli  others,  and  in  every  body  or  party 
of  which  he  was  a  member. 

James  Dda.-ik  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  6th 
February,  1732-3.  He  was  the  tliird  son  of  Anthony  Duane,  a 
gentlertian  from  Cong,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  Ireland,  ivho, 
having  when  very  young  been  a  purser  in  the  British  Navy  on 
the  New  York  station,  resigned  his  situation  and  retnrned  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  as  a  mer- 
chant, and  where  he  died  on  the  14th  August,  1747.  The  mother 
of  James  Duane  was  AUea  Kettletas,  his  fatlier's  second  wife,  and 
daughter  of  Abraham  Kettletas,  one  of  the  most  considerable  mer- 
chants,aud  long  an  Alderman, of  the  city  of  New  York.  She  died 
when  he  was  only  three  years  old,  and  in  May,  1741,  his  father 
maiTied  a  thii'd  wife,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Lynch,  whose  maiden 
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name  was  Riker,ofnusTiing,L.I.  This  lady  survived  her  hustand 
until  1775,  and  seems  to  have  so  treated  his  children  that  they 
felt  for  her  all  the  affection  of  a  real  mother,  Anthony  Duane 
held  no  office  in  this  country,  but  must  have  ]iad  considerable 
influence  as  he  procured  appointments  in  the  British  Navy  for 
two  of  his  sons,  one  of  whom  (Richard)  died  at  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
in  1740,  a  midshipman,  and  another,  named  Abraliam,  died  at 
sfe  in  1767,  a  post  captain. 

Where  Janies  Duane  received  his  education,  does  not  appear. 
He  ]iad  a  knowledge  of  Latin,  which  lie  might  have  received  from 
the  Eev.  Mr,  Charlton,  one  of  the  Executors  to  liis  father's  will, 
who  instructed  some  pupils  in  the  classics.  Tiie  pi-ofession  of 
the  law  being  selected  as  his  future  occupation,  lie  entered  the 
office  of  James  Alexander,  one  of  the  most  eminent  counsel 
of  our  colonial  bar  and  the  father  of  the  American  Genera], 
Lord  Stirling,  He  was  admitted  an  attorney  of  the  Supreme 
Court  3d  August,  1754,  and,  as  his  law  register  and  papers  show, 
was  soon  entrusted  with  a  large  professional  business.  He 
retained  his  clients  so  long  as  he  continued  a  practising  lawyer. 
WilUam  Kemp,  the  then  Attorney  General,  gave  him  in  about 
two  years  alter  his  admission  as  an  attorney,  a  warrant  to  act  for 
him  in  crown  causes,  and  he  officiated  under  it  in  several  coun- 
ties.- This  warrant  he  returned  38th  April,  1757,  wlien  he 
declined  to  act  any  longer  under  it,  on  account  of  "  the  hard 
terms  of  exacting  half  the  law  fees"  for  the  services  rendered. 
This  circumstance  shows  tlie  confidence  of  the  young  lawyer  to 
get  along  without  official  patronage. 

On  the  2l8tOctober,1759,Mr,DuanemarneQ  «ary, tne e.aest 
daughter  of  Col.  Eobert  Livingston,  then  proprietor  of  Livings- 
ton's Manor,  This  marriage  lended  to  give  a  direction  to  iiis 
studies  and  practice,and  caused  I'.im  to  become  actively  engaged 
in  all  the  lawsuits  and  discussions  relative  to  tlie  boundailes 
of  our  tlien  colony. 

As  early  as  1753,  the  Massachusetts  people  had  intruded  on 
and  laid  claim  to  the  eastern  part  of  both  Livingston's  and 
Rensselaer's  Manors,  and  Botwitlistanding  the  efforts  of  our 
Governors,  of  Legislative  commissioners,  and  even  of  the  Home 
Government,  no    satisfactory  settlement   of   tiiese   intrusions 
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had  been  made  in  1759,  The  inroad  of  the  New  Hampshire 
men,  upon  t]i«  New  York  territory,  now  Vermont,  stimulated  by 
the  avarice  of  Gov.  Wentworth  for  patent  fees  had  commenced 
at  a  still  earher  period,  and  had  already  dotted  it  with  what 
were  called  New  Hampshire  grants.  Before  hig  marriage,  Mr. 
Dnane  liad  been  to  some  extent  employed  in  examining  the 
rights  of  New  York  in  reference  to  her  eastera  boundary  line, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  final  compromise  with  Massachusetts 
in  1786,  he  became  Ude  most  active  advocate  and  diligent  and 
able  expositor  of  her  territorial  rigiits  and  jurisdiction.  In  the 
private  suits  depending  on  these  questions  between  owners  of 
lands  along  the  lines  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  New 
Jersey;  in  tlie  discussions  between  tliese  colonies  and  New  York; 
in  the  controversies  between  New  York  and  the  claimants  of 
lands  along  Lake  Champlain  under  the  French  grants,  and  in  the 
final  settlement  of  these  matters  he  was  always  employed  as 
attorney,  counselj  or  commissioner,  and  always  on  belialf  of  the 
rights  of  his  native  State.  In  the  disputes  i-elative  to  the  New 
Hampshire  grants,  he  was  considered  the  liie  and  soul  of  the 
New  York  claim  and  claimants,  and  at  him  was  aimed  most  of 
the  coarse  wit  and  abuse  which  the  Vermonters  showered  so 
bountifully  upon  all  their  opponents.  He  conducted  much 
of  the  correspondence  with  the  agents  of  our  colony  in  England, 
while  the  above  disputes  wei'e  pending  before  tiie  King  in  coun- 
cil, or  the  Board  of  Trade,  drew  several  of  tlie  reports  made  to 
the  General  Assembly  by  its  committees,  and  the  elaborate  "  State 
of  the  Rights  of  New  York,"  published  by  its  order,  and  a  moat 
comprehensive  but  concise  summary  of  the  questions  then  agitated 
and  about  to  be  transferred  to  England  lor  decision  between  New 
Yolk  and  all  her  neighbors,  in  a  letter  to  the  celebrated  Edmund 
Burke,  who  was  then  her  agent.  During  the  Revolution,  when 
the  dispute  relative  to  "  the  grants"  was  imitated  before  Congress, 
as  it  was  for  several  years,  he  was  tlie  main  reliance  of  New 
York,  and,  although  at  times  a  most  difficult  task,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  preventing  that  body  from  yielding  to  tlie  powerful 
influence  of  the  Eastern  States,  all  of  w!:om  took  part  wilh 
"the  Green  Mountain  boys ;"  and  New  York  from  vindicating 
her  riglils  by  force  when  irritated  by  some  supposed  concessloa. 
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made  to  "the  revolters,"  or  at  some  delayed  decision  which  her 
authorities  insisted  ought  to  have  been  made  at  once  iu  her 
favor, 

Tlie  standing  Mr.  Duane  had  acquired  in  his  profession  before 
the  Revolution,  caused  him  to  be  retained  in  most  of  tlie  suits 
which,  on  account  of  the  principle  involved  in  them,  interested 
large  masses  of  the  people  both  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  in  the  latter  colony,  that  against 
the  proprietors  of  East  Jersey,  and  that  lietween  the  partners  in 
the  Copper  mine  Company ;  in  our  own  colony.  Trinity  Chui-ch 
(New  EochelJ)  against  Flandreau  and  others;  Sir  James  Jay 
against  King's  College ;  Schermerhom  against  the  Trustees  of 
Schenectady  Patent ;  the  King,  on  the  information  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  against  Lt,  Governor  Colden.  In  this  last  suit  he 
was  employed  for  the  defendant,  and  the  Lt.  Governor  expressed 
much  obligation  to  him  tor  undertaking  his  cause  after  otlier 
counsel  had  declined,  througli  fear  of  Governor  Monckton's  dis- 
pleasure, for  the  latter  was  in  reality  the  plaintilf  as  well  as  the 
Judge,  the  suit  being  for  fees  and  before  the  Governor  as  Chan- 
cellor. He  was  also  the  attorney  and  counsel  of  Trinity  Cliurch, 
New  York,  in  the  suits  against  the  intruders  on  that  part  of  their 
property  called  the  King's  Farm,  so  noted  in  the  revived  claims 
of  the  numerous  descendants  of  Aneke  Janse.  His  briefs  and 
written  arguments  in  sucli  cases  show  a  depth  of  legal  learning 
that  would  not  disparage  him  in  comparison  with  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  the  modern  bar.  In  the  case  of  For- 
sey  vs.  Cunningham,  he  was  consulted  and  gave  his  opinion 
against  Lt.  Governor  Colden's  construction  of  his  comnnssion 
and  instructions.  Colden  was  then  administering  the  Govern- 
ment, and  Mr.  Duane  was  no  more  biassed  by  that  circumstance 
than  he  was  in  Colden's  own  case,  when  Monckton  was  Governor. 
In  both  cases  we  see  that  fearlessness  of  governmental  authority, 
which,  a  few  years  later,  led  him  to  risk  his  life  and  estate  in  the 
war  for  our  Independence. 

In  the  various  contests  for  seats  in  the  Colonial  Assembly 
which  took  place  after  eacJi  general  election,  Mr.  Duane  was 
very  frequently  employed  by  one  party  or  the  other.  In  the 
noted  case  between  John  Morriu  Scott  and  James  Jauncey,  iu 
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1768,  Mr.  Duane  was  employed  by  Jauncey,  and  successfully 
defended  him. 

The  election  on  this  occasion  had  not  been  entirely  contested 
on  political  grounds ;  It  was  to  some  extent  a  church  contro- 
versy, and  Mr.  Duane  sided  with  Jaancey,  the  church  candidate, 
although  his  wife's  family  and  many  of  his  best  friends  were 
against  him.  The  part  he  took  against  Mr.  Scott  on  this 
occasion  rendered  them  cool  towards  each  other  until  some 
time  after  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  in  wliich  they 
both  engaged,  and  during  which  they  appear  by  their  corres- 
pondence to  have  become  good  friends. 

The  only  office  Mr,  Duane  held,  prior  to  the  revolution,  was 
that  of  clerk  in  chancery,  given  to  him  by  Lt.  Governor  Golden, 
April  20tli,  1762.  He  ofBciated,  however,  for  John  Tabor 
Kempe,  the  Attorney-General,  in  1767,  when  the  latter  went  to 
England,  bat  appears  to  have  done  it  more  from  friendship  to 
the  incumbent  than  emolument.  His  father  had  left  to  him  and 
his  three  brothers,  among  other  property,  about  sis  thousand 
acres  of  wild  land  in  the  present  town  of  Duanesburgh.  By  t!ie 
death  of  two  of  his  brothers,  and  by  purchase  fram  the  tliird 
and  by  other  purcliases,  he  subsequently  became  owner  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  that  township  then  also  wild.  In  1765, 
before  his  purchases  were  all  made,  after  some  previous  feeble 
efforts,  he  commenced  active  measures  for  its  settlement.  Finding 
the  New  Yorkers  prejudiced  against  the  country  by  the  represen- 
tations of  Sir  William  Johnson's  agents,  and  perhaps  by  himself, 
who  was  settling  land  also,  Mr.  Duane  entered  in  March,  1765, 
into  contract  with  a  company  of  twenty  Germans  fi-om  Pennsylva- 
nia, of  whom  about  sixteen  came  on  the  tract,  and  they  made  the 
first  permanent  settlement  in  that  now  flourishing  town. 

On  the  13th  of  March  of  the  sume  year,  lie  had  procured  tlie 
erection  of  these  lands  into  a  township,  called  Duanesburgh, 
with  tlie  usual  privileges  fo  the  inhabitants  of  choosing  town 
oflcers  and  making  town  laws. 

The  King  in  council  Jiaving  decided  in  1764,  that  the  terri- 
tory, now  called  Vermont,  was  part  of  tlie  colony  of  New-York, 
Mr.  Duane  in  August,  17(15,  made  his  first  purchase  in  that 
district,  and  in  about  two  years  had  extended  these  purchases  to 
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about  sixty-four  thousand  aeres,  whicJi  cost  him  upwards  of 
eight  tliousand  dollars,  and  subsequently  large  additional  sums  for 
surveyors'  fees  and.  other  expenses,  of  which  neither  be  nor  bis 
heirs  obtained  anything  but  the  small  dividend  of  the  $30,000, 
which  Vermont  agreed  to  pay  when  New  York  signed  off  the 
rights  of  her  citizens.  The  bargain  was  made  by  our  politicians 
to  obtain  a  new  state  to  overbalance  southern  Influence,  and  in 
this  paramount  object  with  them,  compensation  to  the  compara- 
tively few  landholders  among  her  citizens  was  almost  entirely 


The  professional  business  of  Mr.  Duane,  the  boundary  com- 
missions with  the  neighboring  colonies  in  which  he  was  employed, 
the  settlement  of  Duanesburgh,  and  the  Vermont  controversy, 
devolved  upon  bim  an  amount  of  business  which  naught  but  an 
iron  constitution  could  stand,  and  would  seem  to  preclude  him 
from  engaging  in  the  ecclesiastical  and  political  disputes  that 
agitated  the  colonists  of  New  York.  We  find  him,  however, 
taking  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  the  church  in  tiie  effort  to 
obtain  bishops  to  be  sent  to  America,  and  in  the  disputes  about 
taxation  by  authority  of  parliament  alone,  when  such  authority 
was  fti-st  exercised.  He  was  a  decided  churchman,  but,  like  his 
friends  Jay  and  Chancellor  Livingston,  he  was  a  strenuous 
advocate  both  for  civil  and  religious  libei'ly. 

When  faithful  and  sldlful  agents  were  sought  for  in  1774,  to 
devise  means  to  regain  those  rights  wliich  England  had  grossly 
infringed,  and  to  secure  them  from  future  violation,  Mr.  Duane 
was  naturally  one  of  the  earliest  selected.  He  was  a  member 
of  most  of  the  committees  in  the  city  of  New  York,  laised  to 
devise  plans  of  opposing  the  British  encroachments,  and  when 
the  general  Congress  of  1774,  was  determined  upon,  and  the 
Colonial  Assembly  had  refused  to  appoint  any  delegates  to  act. 
Mi.  D.  was  elected  by  the  people  not  only  of  that  city,  but  of 
several  counties.  The  Congress  was  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  5th  of  September ;  the  election  in  New  York  had  taken 
place  some  time  before,  and  the  members  elected. were  inquired 
after  by  others,  who  had  embarked  in  the  American  cause,  with 
at  least  the  same  cuiiusity  and  interest  as  is  felt  by  the  politicians 
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of  the  present  day,  in  regard  to  the  members  of  a  presidential 
convention. 

The  Massachusetts  members  of  Congress  started  early  front 
their  liom'es  and  arrived  at  New- York  before  Mr.  Duane  and  his 
colleagues  liad  set  out.  "We  have,  tlierefore,  some  notices  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  in  the  journal  of  John  Adams,  recently  pub- 
lished from  which  it  is  apparent  that  Mr.  Duane  was  tlie  most 
prominent  man  in  the  New-York  delegation  ;  tijat  Mr.  Adams' 
attention  was  especially  directed  to  liim  and  that  he  was  viewed 
with  some  distrust.  To  those  who  know  his  previous  history, 
his  constant  employment  in  the  suits  and  controversies  against 
our  eastern  neighbors,  and  tliat  tlie  Massachusetts  delegates 
fell  at  onee  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Scott,  cooled  towards  Mr. 
Duane  by  the  election  contest  above  noted,  the  early  observa- 
tions made  by  Mr.  Adams  are  no  matter  of  wonder.  It  ia 
pleasing,  however,  to  find  that  the  mutual  services  of  these  patri- 
ots in  the  cause  of  their  country,  wore  otf  the  prejudices  of  Mr. 
Adams  from  whatever  source  derived. 

Mr.  Duane  set  out  for  tlie  Congress  of  1774  on  the  31st  of 
August,  accompanied  from  his  house  to  the  foot  of  Broad  street, 
(whence  he  took  the  ferry  boat)  by  a  great  procession,  with 
music  playing  and  colors  flying.  On  arriving  at  the  Exchange, 
then  in  that  street,  the  procession  halted  and  he  addressed  the 
citizens.  He  was  present  on  the  5fh  September,  the  very  day 
appointed  for  tlie  meeting  of  the  Congress.  The  members  assem- 
bled at  Smith's  Tavern,  and  as  the  Speaker  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Assembly  had  offered  the  use  of  tlie  State  House,  and  the 
Carpenters  their  Hall,  it  was  agreed  to  view  both.  Carpenters' 
Hall  was  tlie  first  visited,  and  Mr.  Lynch  moved  tliat  it  should 
be  fixed  on  as  their  place  of  meeting  without  further  inquiry. 
Mr.  Duane  objected  to  adopting  this  resolution  until  tliey  had  at 
least  viewed  the  State  House ;  as  it  had  been  offered  by  the 
Speaker,  it  was  but  respectful  to  him  to  inquire  whether  it  was 
not  equally  convenient  as  the  Hall,  and  if  it  were,  it  ought  to 
be  preferred  as  it  was  a  Provincial,  instead  of  a  private,  house. 
The  resolution,  however,  was  carried  to  hold  their  meetings  in 
Carpenters'  Hall.  This  little  incident  displays  the  superiority, 
both  In  sagacity  and  habitual  propriety  of  perception   of  the 
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New  York  gentleman  of  that  day  over  the  impulsive  southerner, 
and  even  over  a  well  bred  Bostonian  ;  for  although  Mr.  Adams 
notices  the  debate,  !ie  seems  insensible  to  the  influence  wliicli 
dictated  opposition  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Lynch. 

The  members  organized  at  once,  voted  tliat  their  hody  should  be 
styled  "  the  Congress ;"  their  presiding  officer  "  the  President ;" 
and  their  clerk  "  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Congress  ;"  and  after 
some  debate  as  to  rules,  adjourned  to  the  next  day.  On  the  Gtli 
September  arose  the  debate  as  to  the  manner  of  voting  and  what 
vteight  each  Colojiy  should  have  in  the  determination.  Patrick 
Henry  of  Virginia,  argued  that  by  tJie  oppression  of  Parliament 
all  government  was  dissolved  and  that  we  were  reduced  to  a 
state  of  nature — that  there  was  no  longer  any  such  distinction  as 
colonies — that  he  conceived  himself  not  a  Virginian  but  an  Ame- 
rican— that  one  of  the  greatest  mischiefs  to  society  was  an  unequal 
representation — that  there  mightbe,and  probably  would  be  further 
occasions  for  a  Congress,  and  that  it  was  time  to  form  such  a 
system  as  would  give  each  colony  a  just  weight  in  its  delibej^a- 
tions  ill  proportion  to  its  opulence  and  numbers  of  inhabitants, 
Its  exports  and  imports.  He  was  answered  by  Mr.  {Ward)  of 
Rhode  Islandj^who  insisted  that  each  colony  should  have  an 
equal  vote — that  we  came  if  necessary  to  make  a  sacrifice  of 
our  all,  and  that  the  weakest  colony  by  such  a  sacritice  would 
suffer  as  much  as  the  greatest.  Col.  Harrison,  from  Virginia, 
insisted  strongly  on  the  injustice  that  Virginia  should  have  no 
greater  ".weight  in  the  determination  than  one  of  the  smallest 
colonies — that  he  should  be  censured  by  his  constituents,  and 
unable  to  answer  his  want  of  attention  to  their  interest  should 
he  assent  to  it,  and  that  he  was  very  apprehensive  that  if  such  a 
disrespect  was  put  upon  his  countrymen  we  should  never  see 
them  at  another  convention.  The  debate  tiien  took  a  differ- 
ent turn.  It  was  observed  that  if  an  equal  representation 
was  ever  so  just  the  delegates  from  the  several  colonies  were 
unprepared  with  materials  to  settle  that  equitably.  T!iis 
was  an  objection  that  could  not  be  answered.  The  question 
was  then  put  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  sense  of  Congress 
shall  be  taken  by  voting  in  colonies  each  to  have  one  vote.  la 
the  course  of  this  session  two  committees  were  appointed,  one 
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to  state  tlie  rights  of  the  colonies,  tlie  several  instances  in  whicii 
tliey  liave  been  violated  and  infringed,  and  the  means  most  proper 
to  obtain  redress ;  the  other  to  state  and  report  tlie  severiil 
statutes  affecting  tlie  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  colonies. 
Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Jay  were  selected  for  the  Si's!  of  these 
important  committees  and  Mr.  I>aw  tor  the  second.  As  Diese 
committees  withdrew  so  many  members  from  the  Congress,  and 
as  the  matters  referred  to  tliem  were  those  which  liad  occasioned 
the  Congress  to  be  called,  tlie  President  was  autliorised  to  adjourn 
it  from  day  to  day  and  call  it  together  wlien  lie  should  think  fit. 
The  committee,  to  state  the  rights,  &c.,  met  forthwith  on  the 
adjournment  of  the  Congress  and  Mr.  Duane  proposed  Mr,  Lynch 
as  chairman,  bnt  he  declined  and  proposed  Mr.  Hopkins,  who 
was  unanimously  chosen,  and  Charles  Thompson,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Congress,  was  cliosen  clerk.  The  committee  met  daily 
until  the  22d  September,  when  it  made  a  report  in  part.  Jfr. 
Duane  and  Jay,  in  conformity  with  the  known  wishes  of  their 
constituents,  were  for  such  measures  as  should  secure  the  rights 
of  the  colonies  as  then  understood,  and  yet  continue  them  mem- 
bers of  the  British  empire,  allowing  to  the  King  hia  acknowledged 
prerogatives,  and  to  Parliament,  by  express  declaration,  her 
supremacy  in  matters  of  external  trade  and  in  r^ation  to  foreign 
connections.  Mr.  Duane  embodied  these  ideas  in  a  preamble  and 
a  series  of  resolutions  in  substance,  and  some  of  them  verbatim, 
which  were  reported  to  and  adopted  by  Congress  and  are  to  be 
found  in  their  Journal.  The  rights  of  the  King  and  Parliament 
are  only  briefly  alluded  to  in  the  adopted  resolutions,  tho'  sub- 
stantially acknowledged  in  the  addresses  published  by  the 
Congress. 

Among  the  subjects  of  debate  before  this  committee  was  the 
question  whether  the  Quebec  bill  should  be  reported  as  a  griev- 
ance, and  Mr.  Duane  was  against  including  it  io  the  report,  but 
Mr.  Lee,  from  Virginia,  on  territorial  considerations,  the  eastern 
members,  under  pretence  of  religious  uses,  and  others,  because 
it  would  be  popular  to  insert  it  both  in  England  and  America, 
having  united,  formed  a  great  majority  against  him  and  he 
acquiesced  in  its  being  reported  unanimously. 

The  proceedings  of  Congress  being  had  with  closed  doors,  and 
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secrecy  being  imposed  on  the  members,  much  that  transpired 
within  the  Congress  is  unknown.  Among  Mr.  Duane's  papers 
is  found  a  copy  of  Dr.  Franklin's  plan  of  a  union  of  the  colonies 
proposed  in  1 754,  with  an  indorsement  that  it  was  offered  to  tlie 
Congress  on  the  28th  September,  by  Mr.  Galloway,  seconded  and 
supported  by  the  New- York  members,  but  finally  rejected  and 
ordered  to  be  left  out  of  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Duane  was  opposed  to  the  non -importation  agreement  on 
tlie  grounds  that  our  importations  would  not  materially  affect  tlie 
trade  of  Great  Britain;  that  it  would  increase  the  irritation  between 
the, two  countries  and  render  reconciliation  more  difficult,  and 
that,  in  case  of  war,  the  possibility  of  which  was  even  then  con- 
templated, we  should  be  in  want  of  the  articles  we  would  thus 
exclude.  He,  liowever,  signed  the  association  and  was  sincere 
in  his  eiforts  to  enforce  its  observance.  Congress  adjourned  the 
26th  of  October,  recommending  the  meeting  of  another  on  the 
lOtli  May  then  next  ensuing. 

Tlie  expenses  of  the  delegates  from  New  York  to  the  first 
Congress  seem  to  have  been  paid  by  themselves,  and  Mr.  Duane's. 
as  entered  in  his  memorandum  book,  were  £87  and  upwards, 
exclusive  of  his  two  montlis'  board,  The  expences  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  in  New- York  were  of  course  defrayed 
by  subscription,'  and  it  appears  by  the  receipts  of  Thomas  Petit, 
the  collector,  that  Mr.  Duane  paid  for  tljjs  purpose  jES,  Novem- 
ber 12th,  177i,  and  a  like  sum,  May  6th,  1775.  He  was  also  a 
subscriber  to  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  Bostonians  and  to  3H 
the  public  entertainments  and  celebrations  given  by  the  American 
patriots  in  New-York  in  1774  and  begiiining  of  1775,  and  in 
addition  to  this  he  lost,  by  reason  of  his  absence  in  Congress,  the 
October  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiie  former  of  these  years 
wiiich,  to  a  professional  man  of  his  eminence  at  the  time,  was  a 
considerable  sacrifice.  Thus  it  will  appear  that  even  in  tljc 
outset  of  the  Revolution  he  had  a  foretaste  of  the  sacrificiis 
of  property  he  afterwards  experienced,  as  well  as  a  knowledge  of 
the  consequences  to  his  life,  should  his  country  prove  unsuc- 
cessful. 

Mr,  Duane's  conduct  must  have  been  satisfactory  to  his  con- 
stituents, for  in  April,  1775,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  tl)o 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


HON.   JAMES   DUAKE,  1073 

Profincial  Congress  which  met  on  the  20t.h  uf  that  month  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  by  that  body  was  chosen  a  delegate  to 
the  Congress  that  had  been  recommended  to  meet  in  Philadelphia 
on  tlie  10th  of  May.  Thither  he  repaired,  leaving  home  soon 
after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  after  the  news  of  that  import- 
ant event  had  reached  New-York.  He  was  present  on  the  day 
appointed  for  opening ;  co-operated  with  his  fellow  del^ates  in 
raising  tiie  army,  appointing  Washington  Commander-in-clnet', 
issuing  bills,  establisliing  a  post  office,  and  in  fact  assuming  all 
the  powers  of  government.  He  probably  also  joined  them  in 
furtlier  attempts  at  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country,  an 
object  all  yet  assumed  to  have  in  view. 

There  is  not  space  here  to  detail  either  the  doings  of  the  Con- 
gress or  the  share  Mr.  Duane  took  therein.  The  session  continued 
until  the  2d  August  and  then  took  a  recess  until  the  5th  Septem- 
ber. Iji  tiie  recess  Mr.  D.  attended  the  Indian  Treaty  at  Albany, 
and  among  liis  private  expenses  it  appears  that  he  paid  X5  tor 
a  silver  tobacco  bos  for  Abraham,  the  Mohawk  Chief.  He 
rejoined  Congress  on  the  12th  September  and  continued  in 
constant  attendance  on  it  until  the  31st  May,  1776,  when  he  was 
called  home  to  attend  the  New-York  Congress^  of  which  he  had 
again  been  chosen  a  member  from  the  city  of  New  York  in 
April  preceding.  The  object  of  this  call  was  to  assist  in  fram- 
ing a  State  Government  whicli,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  hfe  had 
i-ecommended,  and  which  the  New- York  Congress  had  agreed  to 
set  about  on  the  20th  May.  It  was  neither  fear  nor  inclination 
that  drew  both  liim  and  Mr.  Jay  from  the  Genera!  Congress  at 
this  time  and  prevented  them  from  appearing  as  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  to  the  preparatory  steps  of  which 
they  had  so  effectually  contributed,  and  to  tlie  maintenance 
(if  which  they  botli  devoted  several  after  years  of  labor- 
Mr.  Duane  took  his  seat  in  the  Provincial  Congress  on  the 
ih]  June,  but  left  New-Tork  on  the  6th,  having  obtained  leave 
of  absence  to  procure  a  place  of  residence  for  his  family.  He 
(lid  not  again  set  his  foot  in  liis  native  city  until  he  entered  it 
in  triumph  on  the  25th  November,  1783.  The  Convention,  also 
retired  soon  after  from  the  city  of  New-York  on  account  of 
the  invasion  of  the  British  troops,  and  met  at  various  places 
Yoi,.  IV.  68 
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until  it  assembled  more  permanently  at  Fislilcill  and  there  Mr. 
Duane  again  joined  it  on  the  first  of  August.  He  was  sent,  on 
the  same  day  as  one  of  a  committee  to  inqnire  into  the  stiite  ol' 
defence  of  the  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution  in  the  Higli- 
lands ;  was  absent  several  days ;  returne'd,  made  report  and 
continued  with  the  convention  and  the  committee  of  safety  a^ 
Fishkili  aiid  Kingston,  until  the  3d  April,  1777,  when  he  was 
directed  to  repair  to  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  In  tliis  last 
period  of  his  attendance  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  consti- 
tution for  the  State,  the  dral't  of  which  lie  had  reported,  was 
taken  up.  Though  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  its  formation 
he  left  Kingston  before  it  was  finally  voted  on. 

Mr.  Duane  continued  in  Congress  tliis  time  from  April  to 
December,  1777,  when,  having  obtained  leave  of  absence,  he 
returned  to  his  family  at  Livingston's  Manor.  On  the  13th  May 
preceding,  the  Provincial  Convention,  after  tlianking  liim  for  his 
long  and  faithful  services,  had  appointed  him  delegate  to  Con- 
gress until  the  new  Legislature  should  make  an  election,  by 
which  body  he  was  also  appointed  a  delegate.  In  1777,  Mr. 
Duane,  with  Messrs,  Lee  and  Lovell,  were  a  committee  to 
ai-raiige  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  (after  they  had  been 
agreed  to  by  Congress)  alter  the  pharseology,  witiiout,  however, 
altering  the  sense  and  report  them  complete;  This  was  done  on 
the  18th  November ;  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month  the  same 
comjioittee  reported  a  circular  letter  from  Congress  to  the  several 
States  to  accompany  the  articles. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1773,  Mr.  Duane  had  an  attack 
of  sickness  and  did  not  return  to  Congress  until  November, 
1778,  Iiaving  been  re-appointed  a  delegate  on  the  16tli  October 
preceding.  His  attendance  at  this  time  was  particulai'ly  urged 
by  tlie  Governor  and  his  fellow  Delegates  on  account  of  the 
Vermont  dispute,  with  which  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted. 
He  attended  Congress  until  Septemher,  1779,  when  having 
obtained  leave  of  absence,  he  returned  home  on  a  siiort  visit. 
In  October  of  the  same  year,  he,  John  Morin  Scott,  and  Egbert 
Benson  were  appointed,  by  the  Legislature,  commissioners  to 
collect  evidence  for  New- York  in  the  controversy  with  Vermtrnt. 
In  November  he  was  re-appointed  delegate,  attended  Congress 
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until  soinetirae  in  the  winterof  1780,  wlieii  lie  returned  home  to 
nxecnte  the  commission  with  which  lie  was  entrusted  tlie  pre- 
ceding October.  Hfi  spent  some  time  ia  this  duty  and  in  arranging 
the  evidence  collected  and  set  out  to  rejoin  Congress  on  the  13th 
of  April.  On  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  he  stopped  at  Morristown, 
then  the  head-quarters  of  the  army  and  found  there  on  a  visit 
to  Genera!  Washington,  the  French  Minister,  his  Secretary 
Marhois  and  the  Spanish  Agent  Don  Juan  Miralea.  For  their 
entertainment  a  review  and  ball  were  had.  It  was  this  session 
that  he  completed  his  brief  in  the  Vermont  case,  but  the  matter 
was  not  ai-gued  betbre  Congress  until  September  following,  and 
then  iieffectually  as  regai'ded  Vermont,  who  refused  to  appear 
or  submit  to  the  deeiaioji  of  Congress  ;  in  effect,  however,  it 
put  an  end  to  any  further  serious  claims  of  New  Hampshire  or 
Massachusetts  in  that  quarter. 

After  a  short  visit  home  Mr.  Duane  returned  to  Piiiladelphia 
on  the  4th  September.  On  his  way  he  again  visited  head-quar- 
ters, and  as  he  writes  to  his  wife,  "  The  General  was  so  good  as 
"  to  give  me  a  view  of  our  native  city.  It  was  a  remote  one 
"  from  a  point  above  Weehawk  terry,  it  however  gave  me  some 
"  satisfaction.  The  Island  was  in  full  sight  and  the  enemies 
"  works  and  sliips.  Tlie  island  itself  makes  a  desolate  appear- 
"ance.and  the  works  do  not  seem  so  formidable  as  reported." 
This  was  probably  the  only  time  he  had  seen  the  city  since  he 
left  it  in  June,  1776,  and  although  he  had  left  there  a  valuable 
property,  he  malres  no  lamentations,  even  to  his  wife,  about  tiieir 
own  losses,  but  directs  his  attention  to  the  defences  erected  to 
prevent  his  country's  army  from  regaining  it  by  conquest. 

Mr.  Duane  was  re-elected  in  1780,  and  on  the  1st  March,  1781, 
executed,  witli  Col.  Floyd  and  Gen.  McDougall,  then  delegates,  the 
power  with  whicji  they  had  been  entrusted,  of  ceding  the  New -York 
claims  to  the  western  lands  to  the  United  States.  On  the  same  day 
Mary!and,tbe  only  State  which  had  not  done  so  before,  acceded  to 
the  Articles  of  Confederation.  Those  two  matters  had  specially, 
detained  Mr,  Duaue  at  Philadelphia,  and  they  being  completed 
he  announced  his  intention  of  returning  home.  He  could  not 
leave  Congress  until  the  beginning  of  May,  and  he  remained 
absent  until  the  31st  of  July  when  he  resumed  his  seat.     While 
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in  the  State  on  this  occasion,  he  appeai-ed  before  the  Leglalatare 
for  the  puropose  of  giving  tliat  body  information  with  respect  to 
public  business.  This  done,  he  called  its  attention  to  certain 
slanderous  charges  published  anonymously  in  the  newspapers  and 
requested  some  action  of  the  Legislature  thereon.  This  occa- 
sioned a  joint  resolution  to  be  passed,  the  27th  June,  expressing 
its  continued  confidence  in  him  and  Gen.  Scott  and  requesting 
them  to  Return  to  Congress  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  could. 
At  the  same  time,  Genls.  McDougall,  Schuyler  and  Seott,  Col, 
Floyd,  Chancellor  Livingston,  Mr.  Wisner  and  Governor  Clinton, 
who  had  been  his  colleagues  in  Congress  at  different  times,  came 
forward  with  strong  and  full  certificates  in  his  vindication.  He 
retunied  home  on  the  I8th  October,  and  although  he  was  t!ie 
same  month  re-appointed  delegate,  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
attended  Congress  until  the  24th  of  June,  1782.  On  the  32d 
July  following  he  was  re-appointed  delegate  for  one  year  from 
the  first  Monday  of  November  then  next,  wliich  was  his  last 
appointment  to  that  office.  He  was,  at  the  same  time,  chosen 
by  the  Assembly  (as  was  then  allowed)  a  Senator  from  the 
Southern  District  in  place  of  Sir  James  Jay,  whose  seat  was 
declared  vacant.  In  November,  1782,  Mr.  Duane  obtained 
leave  of  absence  from  Congress,  returned  home  and  on  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  Januai-y,  1783,  attended  as  a 
Senator,  and  continued  so  until  the  adjournment  of  that  body 
on  the  28th  March  following.  On  the  16th  July,  he  took  his 
seat  for  the  last  terra  in  Congress,  remained  there  until  the 
adjournment  thereof  to  Annapolis,  in  the  begiimiug  of  Novem- 
ber, when  he  was  called  home  to  act  as  one  of  the  Council  for 
the  Government  of  the  Southern  District  of  New  Tork,  of  which 
body  the  Legislature  had  some  time  before  elected  him  a  member. 
Before  he  left  Congress  he  had  the  pleasure  of  drawing,  reporting 
and  helping  to  pass  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  brave  army 
wliich  more  than  eight  years  before  he  had  voted  to  raise. 

The  conneil  above  mentioned  had  been  vested  with  almost 
dictatorial  power  to  continue  ijntil  the  government  could  be 
re-established  over  that  part  of  the  State  so  long  possessed  by 
the  enemy,  and  now  about  to  be  evacuated.  Mr.  Duane  joined 
the  other  members  of  this  body,  and  witli  General  Washington, 
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Governor  Clinton,  and  hundreds  of  his  fellow  exiles,  entered  on 
the  2bth  November,  1783,  his  native  city,  when  he  took  posses* 
sion  of  his  dilapidated  property.  He  found  his  houses  in  King 
(now  Pine}  street,  and  at  the  comer  of  Water  street  and  Ply 
market,  almost  entirely  destroyed.  His  farm,  as  he  calls  it,  con- 
sisting of  about  twenty  acres,  at  what  is  now  called  Gramercie 
park  I  and  its  vicinity,  was  in  pretty  good  order,  the  house  having 
been  occupied  by  one  of  the  British  generals. 

The  council  took  possession  of  the  property  of  Tiinity  church, 
set  aside  an  election  of  vestrymen  that  had  been  held  just  before 
the  Americans  regained  New-York,  and  ordered  a  new  election, 
in  which  Mr.  Duane  was  chosen  one  of  the  chvu-ch  wardens,  and 
other  whiga  vestrymen.  Tins  election  was  afterwards  confirmed 
by  act  of  Legislature,  and  the  pei^ons  elected  chose  as  rector 
of  the  church  the  Rev.  Samuel  Provooat,  a  whig  who  had  left 
New-York  when  the  British  took  possession,  and  who  was 
afterwai-ds  the  Bishop  of  this  Diocese.  Tiie  property  was  after- 
wards restored,  and  Mr.  Duane  continued  to  be  elected  church 
warden  so  long  asheremainedaresidentofthecilyofNew-Tork. 

About  the  last  of  December,  1783,  the  elections  in  the  South- 
em  District  took  place  and  Mr.  Duane,  who  had  been  nominated, 
was  chosen  senator.  The  Legislature  having  met  in  New  York, 
in  January,  1784,  the  powers  of  the  Council  ceased  and  the  govern- 
ment went  into  full  and  peaceful  operation  over  the  whole  St&te; 

Mr.  Duane,  like  most;  of  the  other  pat-riots  who  had  participated 
in  the  Revolution,  found  it  necessary,  at  the  conclusioa  of  the 
war,  to  resort  to  business  again  for  a  livelihood,  and  he  entered 
New  York  with  a  firm  determination  to  resume  the  practice  of 
his  profession ;  but  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  now  petitioned  the  Governor  to  nominate  him  Mayor,  and 

1  In  1831,  Samuel  B.  Hugglea  bBCMBB  posacHidd  of  a  iJOrtion  of  the  old  Ouane  Farm. 
This  farm  tad  a  front  of  alSuli  400  feet  on  Hie  Bowery-road,  and  ran  thence  easterly 
almost  to'the  tlvec,  with  some  Dpland,  bnt  much  caoracs,  oversruwn  with  oat-tails,  and 
thrgi^li  which  wandered  a  stream  known  as  OrununBaaie-Vly  or  Winding  Creek.  »  •  • 
He  planted  on  the  edee  of  the  moreas,  in  Decamher,  1831,  Oramerej' pack,  by  gtatuitousl; 
giviag  the  whole  of  the  66  lota  it  eomprisefi — rtow  worth  two  hundred  iheusand  dollatE-'— 
and  attaching  totiie  grant  a  condition  that  ten  dcllais  a  lotBhonld  be  annnall}';  paiil  foi- 
e™r  hy  the  reBidents  avound  Hie  scinare  as  a  fund  out  of  which  to  plant,  preserve,  and 
adorn  it.  DiBdainihg  too,  tUe  personal  vanity  of  entAillns  his  own  name  upon  this 
creation  of  his  own  enerer  and  property,  he  preserved  the  name  by  which  the  old  Duane 
estate  was  known,  the  Oramercy  Seat — corrupted,  probably,  from  the  Crooked  Creek,  or 
Ororame-seei.whijjhmeandered  through,  lis  meadows.— President  King's  PragreSS  ^ 
Miv-Yorli  Oaring  tin  last  Fifty  Years. 
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"as  no  one,"  they  say  in  their  petition,  "is  better  qualified,  so 
none  will  be  more  acceptable  to  us  and  our  constitueiUs  at  large 
than  Mr-  Duane.  Few  have  sacrificed  more  or  deserve  better 
from  their  country."  Many  private  triends  urging  liim  to  accept 
this  office,  Mr.  D.  consented  and  was  accordingly  appointed  on 
5th  February,  1784,  Mayor  of  his  native  city. 

Though  his  duties  now  were,  in  many  respects,  very  onerous, 
yet  his  position  was,  on  many  occasions,  a  source  of  great  gi'ati- 
fication.  In  1785  he  liad  the  pleasure,as  Chief  Magistrate  of  hia 
native  city,  to  welcome  to  their  session  tlierein,  tlie  old  Con- 
gress under  the  Presidency  of  his  old  friend  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
and  tilled  with  otJiers  of  his  Revolutionary  colleagues  as  members; 
the  same  agreeable  duty  iie  peribrined  in  March,  1789,  to  the 
first  Congress  under  the  present  Constitution,  and  a  few  weeks 
after,  lie  welcomed  Washington  himself  as  President  of  the 
Republic,  wliich  their  joint  labors,  in  diverse  but  equally  essen- 
tial fields  of  action,  had  helped  to  establish. 

As  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  Mr,  Duane  not  only  held 
civil  and  criminal  courts  for  the  city,  but  was  included  in  the 
commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  the  county.  As  a  Judge 
of  the  latter  court,  at  tiie  request  of  Judge  Hobart  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  also  in  the  commission,  he  delivered  the  charge  to  the 
first  Grand  Jury  summoned  in  that  court,  in  the  city,  after  the 
war,  on  the  18th  May,  1784 — a  mark  of  distinction  that  would 
only  liave  been  paid  to  one  whose  eminence  in  the  country  and 
profession  were  such  as  to  elicit  no  invidious  observations.  In 
the  Mayor's  Court  held  by  him  much  business  was  dispatched, 
and  in  that  court  were  the  then  young  lawyers,  Hamilton,  Burr, 
Troup,  Lewis,  Brockholst  and  Edward  Livingston,  Hoffman  and 
otiiers,  trained  up  to  the  eminence  they  afterwards  attained  in 
their  profession.  Among  the  cases  decided  by  him  in  1784,  and 
which  was  published,  was  that  of  Rutgers  vs.  Waddington, 
involving  tlie  validity  of  what  was  called  the  Trespass  Act, 
passed  just  before  the  close  Of  tlie  war  to  enable  the  whigs,  who 
bad  fled  from  New  York  to  recover  damages  from  those  who  had 
occupied  it  while  in  possession  of  tlie  enemy.  This  case  excited 
great  sensation  in  the  conmiunity  of  that  day,  and  became  the 
subject  of  Legislative  resolutions ;  and  it  is  a  curious  coincidence 
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Khat  the  same  gentleman  who  was  the  defendant  then,  was  also 
defendant  in  a  suit,  tliat  of  Griswolds  vs.  Waddington,  at  the 
close  of  our  next  war  with  England,  exciting  almost  equal  inter- 
est and  involving  a  much  larger  amount  of  property  than  the 
one  decided  just  after  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Duane  presided  io 
the  Mayor's  Court  for  nearly  six  years,  and  in  that  time  very 
many  of  the  questions  came  before  him  and  received  his  decision, 
which  were  subsequently  decided  the  same  way  by  our 
Supreme  Court,  and  perpetuated  in  the  Reports  of  Johnson  and 
their  successors.  He  was  thus  one  of  the  channels  by  which 
the  legal  lore  of  England  and  the  colony  was  conducted  to  thosa 
who  have  distributed  it  in  our  State  courts,  and  -caused  these  to 
become  the  admiration  of  our  sister  States. 

Mr.  Duane  was  State  Senator,  except  in  17S6  and  1787,  from 
the  time  of  his  election  at  the  close  of  the  wai-,  until  20th  March, 
1790,  when  the  Senate  voted  that  his  seat,  as  well  as  that  of  three 
other  Senatoi's,  had  become  vacant  in  consequence  of  having 
accepted  offices  under  the  United  States.  The  correctness  of 
this  decision  was  acquiesced  in  without  much  objection.  In  this 
period  of  liis  Senatorship  many  of  our  most  important  publio]aw8 
were  passed,  of  the  provisions  of  whicli  he  was  tlie  principal 
autlior.  The  law  for  incorporating  religious  societies,  tor  estab- 
lishing the  university,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  are 
instances,  The  first  revision  of  our  statute  law  after  the 
Revolution,  by  Jones  &  Varick,  also  came  before  the  Legislature 
at  this  period,  and  his  attention  and  knowledge  were  beatowed, 
and  were  very  useful  in  the  accomplish  ment  of  tlie  work. 

The  claims  of  Massachusetts  on  New- York,  whicli  prior  to  the 
Revolution  seemed  only  to  relate  to  our  eastern  boundary, after  the 
peace  assumed  a  inore  important  form.  Tlie  former  State  putin 
a  claim  to  all  tlie  territoiy  lying  between  her  western  boundary 
and  tlie  Pacific  ocean.  On  the  12fh  November,  178i,  Jaraea 
Duane,  John  Jay,  Robert  B.  Liviagston,  Egbert  Benson,  and 
Waiter  Livingston,  wei'e  appointed  agents  of  t!ie  State  in  t'lat 
eontrovei'sy  which  was  tlien  expected  to  be  tried  by  a  federal 
court  uTider  tlie  articles  of  confederation.  In  December  the 
agents  proceeded  to  Trenton,  wliei-e  Congress  then  sat  to  meet 
die  Massachusetts  agents  to  furra  the  court.     Several  weeks  ivere 
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Spent  in  vaio  attempts  to  obtain  unobjectionable  Judges,  aad 
ivlien  such  were  found,  Bome  of  them  would  not  serve,  so  that 
ihe  business  had  to  be  done  over  again  The  confeiences  weit 
extended  Into  1785,  and  New  York  selected  as  the  pUce  ot 
meeting.  In  this  matter  &ir.  Diiane  dieiv  the  hriet  on  the  pait 
of  New  York'  (subsequently  indeed  handed  to  Samuel  Junes 
and  Alexander  Hamilton,  as  counsel  to  complete)  and  diew 
most  of  the  notes  and  communcation^  to  the  othei  agents,  the 
petitions  to  Congress,  and  the  letteis  to  the  selected  judges 
The  difficulty  of  procuring  a  court  m  wluch  b  >th  parties  had 
onMen<'e  and  a  conviction  among  all  the  agents,  that  an 
dmicable  arrangement  might  be  made  bj  themselves,  dd\  anta 
^ejus  tfl  both  pai-ties,  induced  them  to  lequesttheu  lespective 
Legislatures  to  aUow  them  to  settle  the  dispute  a*  each  should 
think  most  for  the  interest  of  then  own  State  Such  acts 
neie  pissed  both  by  New- York  and  Massachusetts,  the  former 
btJ,te  it  the  same  time  substituting  Melancthon  Smith,  Robert 
lates  and  John  Lansing,  Junr.,  as  i^enls,  m  place  of  John  Jay 
and  Waiter  Livingston,  resigned.  The  agents  on  both  sides 
met  at  Hartfordj  in  November,  178b,  and  ittei  'ibout  three 
weeks  negotiation  made  the  final  arrangement  by  vihich  Massa 
\!husetts  was  allowed  the  ownership  of  most  of  the  western  pait 
of  our  State,  beyond  tlie  military  tract,  while  the  juiisdiction 
over  it  was  to  be  retained  by  New  York  As  the  Indwn  title 
was  not  then  extinguished,  as  the  laud  was  wild  and  our  '^tate 
m  want  of  population,  tew  of  the  pies*nt  dai  will  doubt  the 
advantage  of  the  bargain  to  have  been  ouii  The  direction  then 
given  to  emigration  from  Massachusetts  was  to  her  wild  lands 
IE  our  State  instead  of  the  Ohio,  winch  was  then  opening  to 
settlement,  and  to  which  counti'y  great  eitjrts  weie  making  m 
New-England  to  allure  settlei'S, 

In  1788,  Mr.  Duane  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Convention 
that  met  at  Poughkeepsie,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  adopting 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say,  that  like  most  of  those  who  had  served  long  in  Congress, 
and  viewed  the  importance  of  a  closer  Union  of  the  States,  and 

1  This  docHinent  I3  among  the  MSS.  of  the  New-Tork  Histoilcal  Sociotj,  a 
sopy  taken  by  permission  of  tlxe  Society,  basliectt  deposited  in  the  State  Library. 
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the  necessity  of  more  powers  in  the  general  governmeat  to 
perform  many  of  its  essential  functions,  he  spoire  and  voted  iu 
fovor  of  its  adoption.  The  new  government  went  into  opera- 
tion in  tlie  spring  of  1789,  and  in  September  of  that  j'ear,  Mr 
Dnane  was  nominated  by  President  Washington,  and  appointed 
by  the  Senate,  District  Judge  of  the  District  of  New-Torli.  The 
President  accompanied  his  commission  by  an  autograph  letter, 
in  which,  after  the  formal  announcement  of  the  appointment,  lie 
says, 

"  In  my  nominatioas  of  persone  to  flU  offices  in  the  Judicial  deparfraent,  I 
"liaTe  been  guided  by  tie  importance  of  tlie  object.  Conddering  it  asof  the 
"  first  magaitude  and  as  tiie  pillar  on  which,  our  political  iabcic  mvist  rest,  I  liava 
"  endeavored  to  bring  into  tbe  JiigliofBoes  of  ita,  administration  such  characters 
"  est  win  give  stability  and  dignity  to  otir  Matioual  Government,  and  I  persna^ie 
"  myself  they  will  discover  a  due  desire  to  promote  the  happineas  of  our  country 
'  by  a  ready  aoceptanee  of  their  several  appointment." 

Mr.  Duane  was  mucli  gratified  at  this  appointment,  as  it  was 
given  him  by  Washinbtok,  and  without  solicitation  on  his  part. 
Indeed,  until  the  nomination  was  made  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  informed  tliat  it  was  contemplated.  He  was  sworn 
into  of&ce  on  the  14th  October,  1789,  before  Chief  Justice 
Morris,  His  first  Jury  Court  commenced  in  January,  1790,  and 
his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  presents  a  concise  account  of  the 
extent  and  distribution  of  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  a  statement  of  the  crimes  of  which  the  jury 
had  cognizance,  and  their  general  duties. 

On  the  37th  November,  1790,  his  father-in-law,  Col.  Livingston, 
died,  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the  correspondence  between 
them  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  he  lost  one  wliom  he  reverenced 
as  a  parent  and  who  esteemed  him  with  affection  and  pride  ag 
an  elder  and  accomplished  son. 

For  about  five  years  Judge  Duane  continued  to  execute  the 
duties  of  his  last  office  earnestly  endeavouring  to  fulfil  the 
wishes  of  Washington,  and  the  still  higher  object  of  satisfying 
his  enlightened  conscienc-e.  Most  of  the  questions  that  came 
before  him  he  was  fitmiliar  with,  so  that  this  ofhce  was  less 
burthensome  to  him  than  any  he  had  held  for  many  years.  He 
was  fond  of  riding  on  horseback,  and  had  no  doubt,  preserved  his 
health  hj  continuing  the  practice  to  a  late  period  of  his  MS. 
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But  forty  years  labor  had  so  affected  liis  health,  as  to  induce  a 
resolution  on  liis  part,  to  resign  and  retire  to  Duanesburgh, 
where  liis  only  son  iind  one  of  liis  daughters  resided,  Acci;rd- 
ingly,  on  the  lOtli  of  Marcli,  1794,  he  addressed  a  letter  fo  the 
President,  announcing  his  wislies,  and  urging  the  appointiuent 
of  a  successor  by  the  middle  of  April.  The  President  answered 
in  a  kind  letter  dated  33d  March,  and  on  the  8th  April,  as  soon 
as  the  business  of  the  court  permitted,  he  transmitted  his  resig- 
nation in  due  form,  and  retired  finally  from  a  long  and  honor- 
able public  life.  After  consultation  with  Judge  Wilson,  of  tlie 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  form  of  relinquish- 
ing the  office;  it  was  thought  most  proper  to  do  it  by  an  instru- 
ment under  his  hand  and  seal.  Such  an  one  was  drawn,  in 
whicli  after  reciting  "  the  Lettei'S  Patent,"  by  which  he  was 
authorized  to  hold  the  office  during  good  behaviour,  he'  did 
"  by  these  presents  freely  and  voluntarily  and  absolutely  resign, 
"  relinquish  and  surrender  the  said  ofRce  of  Judge  of  the  New- 
"  York  District,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  emoluments 
"  to  the  same  appertaining."  This  was  sealed,  signed,  witnessed 
by  two  witnesses,  and  ackowledged  in  due  form,  before  Judge 
Wilson.  Such  were  the  formalities  with  which  our  distinguislied 
men  of  former  days  thought  it  best  to  transact  important 
business  and  neither  their  cotemporaries  or  successors  were  tlie 
worse  for  tlieir  precautions.  On  tlie  12th  April,  iie  announced 
to  Bishop  Provost,  lijs  intended  removal  from  the  city,  and  liiat 
he  should  no  longer  be  a  candidate  for  his  of&ce  of  clinrcli 
warden  of  Trinity  Church,  wliich  he  had  then  lield  since  1784, 
and  of  which  charcli  he  had  heen  a  vestryman  some  years  lieliim 
the  Revolution.  Tlie  vestry  passed  res{)lutions  higlily  accepta- 
ble to  ^fr.  Duane,  wliich  were  transmitted  to  him,  at  tlieic 
request,  by  the  Bishop,  in  a  letter  expressive  of  his  i-egard  and 
regret  in  such  terms  as  befitted  their  I'elations  as  old  friends 

Judge  Duane  removed  a  few  days  aPter  to  Sclienectady,  where 
he  owned  some  property,  and  wliere  he  had  frequently  spent 
part  of  the  year  with  his  family,  designing  to  remain  in  that  city 
untii  lie  could  carry  into  effect  his  intention  of  fixing  his  perma- 
nent residence  in  Duanesburgh.  His  private  business  gave  him 
sufficient  occupation,  liis  estate  consisting  principally  of  wild 
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lands  purchased  before  the  revolution,  and  which  by  leasing  and 
improving  in  las  own  hands  lie  was  endeavoring  to  render  pro- 
ductive. His  Vermont  lauds  had  been  released  to  tliat  state  by- 
New  York,  against  Ms  consent,  under  promise  of  a  trilling 
equivalent.,  and  even  that  not  paid  until  some  time  after  fiis 
death.  He  considered  our  State  bound  to  make  good  the  loss 
of  its  citizens  in  relinquishing  these  lauds,  and  among  his 
pajwrs  is  pai-t  of  a  brief  on  tiie  subject  prepai-ed  ibr  Mr. 
Harrison,  who  once  argued  tlie  mutter  before  the  Assembly  on 
belialf  of  the  proprietors.  In  1795  lie  had  tlie  gratification  of 
witnessing  the  consecration,  by  Bisliop  Provost,  of  an  Episcopal 
cliurcli  he  had  erected  in  Duauesburgh,  at  his  own  expense. 
lu  1796  he  commenced  building  a  iiuuse  iu  tiiat  town  ibr  ])is 
own  residence,  but  he  never  lived  to  complete  it.  On  the 
morning  of  tiie  first  of  February,  1797,  just  as  he  was  about  to 
rise,  he  was  taken  witli  an  aft'eetiou  of  the  heart,  and  expired 
immediately. 

This  notice  of  his  public  employments  shows  the  esteem  and 
respect  in  which  the  Hon.  Jamis  Duane  was  universally  held  ; 
in  private  life  tliere  is  no  tradition  of  his  having  ever  lost  a 
friend.  He  was  of  a  kind,  cheerful,  and  social  disposition,  fond 
of  society,  and  well  calculated  to  beai-  a  prominent  pai-t  in  it, 
whether  tlie  amenities  and  courtesies  of  life  were  required  to  be 
exercised,  or  whetlier  grave  matters  of  business  were  topics  of 
discussion.  Many  societies  in  other  states  enrolled  him  among 
their  members.  He  was  an  honorai-y  member  of  the  Oincinunti 
Society  in  July,  I7S4,  attended  their  meetings,  was  one  of  their 
committee  of  correspondence,  and  aided  in  procuring  the  altera- 
tion iu  their  constitution  that  took  away  tlie  jealousy  of  so  many 
of  tlie  ardent  democracy  of  the  country.  No  layman  of  the 
Episcopal  church  was  more  instrumental  than  himself  in  uniting 
all  its  members  in  the  United  States  under  one  constitution,  and 
in  oblaining  the  consecration  of  her  Urst  bishops. 

At  his  death  Judge  Duane  was  survived  by  his  widow,  one 
son  and  four  daugliters.  The  son  was  tbe  late  James  C.  Duane, 
of  Schenectady.  His  oldest  daughter  married  the  Jate  General 
North  of  Duauesburgh,  and  is  long  sinc«  dead.  His  second 
daugliter   married  Geoi^e  W.    Featherstonhaugh,  an   English 
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gentleman,  who  after  Iier  death  returned  to  England,  and  has 
been  for  some  years  consul  at  Havre.  Another  daughter 
married  the  late  Alfred  S.  Pell  Esq.,  and  is  yet  living  in  the 
city  of  New-Yorlr,  and  the  remaining  daughter  resides  in 
Dnanesburgh,  and  fijr  her  disposition  and  deeds  of  charity;  Is  the 
worthy  representative  of  her  distinguished  father. 

Judge  Duane  is  interred  under  the  church  he  built  in  Duanes- 
burgh,  and  a  neat  mntal  tablet  within  the  church  is  erected  to 
bis  memory.  His  widow  survived  until  1821,  and  is  buried 
beside  her  husband,  and  a  similar  monument  to  his,  records  her 
memory,  and  reminds  us  of  her  virtues.  There  are  two  original 
portraits  of  Judge  Duane  preserved ;  one  by  Coply,  painted 
about  the  year  1773,  now  in  the  possession  of  his  gi-eat  grand- 
daughter, Mrs.  Weston,  of  Augusta,  Maine  ;  the  other  painted  by 
C.  W.  Peale,  about  the  close  of  the  revolution,  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  grandson,  James  Duane,  of  Franklin  county, 
and  oX  which  the  one  in  the  City  Hall,  of  New- York,  is  a  copy. 


CLERGY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  jSEW-TOEK  IN  1796. 

Protestant  Episcopal.  Ht.  Rev.  SAiniEt  PKovooar,  Bishop;  Eevds.  Benj, 
Moore,  D.D.,  Abraham  Beach,  D.D.,  John  Bisset  and  Joseph  Pilniove,  Eector 
of  Christ's  Ch. 

Reformed  Dutch.  Revds.  J.  U.  Livingstoii,  D.D.  S.  T,  P,,  Wm.  Linn,  D.D. . 
Gerardus  AraDtz,  H.  Kuypers. 

German  Calvinist.    Rev.  John  D.  Gross,  D.D. 

United  Lutft'eroti.    Rey.  John  0.  Krniae,  D.D. 

PresbyteTiati.  Eevds.  John  Rodgers,  D.D.,  John  McKniglit,  D.D,,  Samuel 
Miller. 

Scotch  do.    Rev.  John.Maaon. 

Msoc.  Congregation.     Rer.  John  Crea. 

Sfethodkt.  Eevds.  Daniel  SmitB,  William  Pheobua,  Jacob  Brush,  E^an 
Rogers,  Ezekiel  Cooper,  Laurence  MoComhs,  Dayid  P.  Candell. 

St.  Prfor's,  CoiftoJic.    Rev.  Charles  O'Brien. 

United  BTtthren.    Eev.  Joseph  G.  Peter. 

Baptist.    Reyds.  Benjn,  Foster,  D.D.,  Adam  Hamilton 

Indejiendent.    Bev.  Mr.  Wall. 

Hedreiu.    Eev.  Getshom  Seisaa 
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P  E  0  C  1  A  M  A  T  I  0  N 

OF  THE   LAST   OF    THE  ItOVAL  GOVERBORS    OF   NEW-YORK. 

His  Excellency  James  Robertsom  Esquire,  Captain  General 
and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  tlie  Province  of  N6w 
York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in  America, 
Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  and  Major 
General  of  his  Majesty's  Forces. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

The  King  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  honor  me  with 
the  care  of  a  Province,  where,  in  a  long  Residence,  I  have  con- 
tracted an  Esteem  for  some,  and  an  Affection  for  many  of  its 
Inhabitants  I  proceed  with  great  Pleasure  to  announce  his  l>enev- 
olent  Intentions. 

It  is  his  M^esty'swishjbytlie  Revival  of  the  Civil  Authority, 
to  prove  to  all  the  Colordes  and  Provinces,  that  it  is  not  his 
Design  to  govern  America  by  Military  Law,  but  that  they  are  to 
enjoy  all  the  Benefits  of  a  local  Legislatton  snd  their  former 
Constitution. 

To  this  End  I  have  brought  out  tlie  Royal  Appointments  for 
forming  tlie  Council,  and  supplying  the  Places  of  lieutenant 
(JovM'nor  and  Chief  Justice.  And  in  concurrence  with  the 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  British  Forces,  who  is  also  his  Majes- 
ty's Commissioner  for  restoring  Peace  to  the  Colonies,  I  shall  as 
speedily  aa  the  publick  Exigencies  will  permit,  give  order  for 
opening  the  Courts  of  Judicature  and  convening  the  Assembly ; 
and  in  general  proceed  to  the  Execution  of  the  Powers  reposed 
in  me,  for  the  free  Course  and  complete  Re-Establishment,  both 
of  the  Legislative  and  EKecutive  Authority, 
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I  take  great  satisfaction  in  tlie  Anticipation  of  tliat  happy  day 
wlien  Relations,  Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens,  having  dismissed 
their  gloomy  Appreiiensions,  shall  re-embrace  each,  other,  and 
return  to  the  Offices,  Pleasnres  and  Employments  of  Peaoe. 
Your  Country  witli  your  antient  Priviledges,  will  then  partici- 
pate in  an  extensive  Commerce  and  he  exempted  from  all  Taxa- 
tions not  imposed  by  yourselves. 

Until  I  meet  you  regularly  in  General  Assembly  for  the 
Restoration  of  mutual  Confidence,  and  the  Remedying  of  private 
as  well  as  public  Evils,  I  pledge  myself  to  Men  of  all  classes  in 
every  pai't  of  the  Province,  that  it  is  tlie  compassionate  Desire 
of  your  Sovereign  and  of  the  Parent  Country,  to  unite  in  Affec- 
tion as  in  Interest  with  the  Colonies  planted  by  her  hand  and 
which  have  long  nourished  under  her  cai'e ;  that  the  suggestions 
of  her  intention  to  impair  tlieir  Bights  and  Priviledges  are  the 
Ai'ts  of  Malice  and  Faction, — and  that  every  Insinuation  made 
by  the  domestic  Enemies  of  Great  Britain  of  her  being  disposed  to 
abandon  the  Provinces  to  internal  Anai'chy  ;  and  the  Mischiefe 
of  their  jarring  Interests  and  Claims,  or  to  the  fraudulent  and 
ambitious  views  of  foreign  popish  and  arbitrary  Powers  (of  whom 
your  Fathers  had  a  wise  and  virtuous  Jealousy)  is  equally  false 
and  malicious. 

Happy  herself,  under  a  Constitution  which  is  the  Envy  and 
Admiration  of  surrounding  Nations,  she  wishes  to  include  in 
one  comprehensive  system  of  Felicity,  all  the  Branches  of  a 
stock,  intimately  connected  by  the  Ties  of  Language,  Manners, 
Laws,  Customs,  Habits,  Interests,  Religion  and  Blood. 

I  lament  with  the  ingenuous  Thousands  of  America  who  are 
irreconcileable  to  the  unnatural  Separation  so  inauspicious  to 
yourselves,  as  well  as  all  the  Rest  of  Your  Fellow  Subjects  in  the 
other  Quarters  of  the  World,  that  the  Few  who  have  found 
Means  to  acquire  a  Sway  in  the  Management  of  your  Affairs, 
have  been  averse  to  every  uniting  System  of  Policy  and  studi- 
ously shunned  the  Paths  to  Harmony  and  Peace. 

Eut  it  is  not  my  aim  to  call  them  to  a  hopeless  and  mortifying 
Review  of  their  Conduct.  Can  they  want  Evidence  at  tJiis  day, 
of  the  Detestation  of  their  Measures,  by  an  increasing  Majority  of 
their  own  Countrymen  1    And  having  every  thing  to  fear  ii-om 
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their  exhausted  Patience,  I  warn  them  to  desist  from  any  future 
Attempts  to  restrain  and  seduce  the  Loyalty  of  others,  and  wisely 
to  provide  against  their  Resentment,  by  signalizing  themselves 
as  heretofore  In  exciting  so  now  in  closing,  tlie  scene  of  tlielr 
intollerable  Calamities.  And  I  hereby  give  tlie  strongest  Assur- 
ances of  effectual  Countenance,  Protection  arid  support  to  all 
Persons  who  avail  tliemselves  of  the  Proclamation  issued  by  liis 
Excellency  Sir  Heury  CHnton,  dated  at  James  Island  the  third 
day  of  Maroli. 

Less  inclined  to  reproach  than  to  conciliate,  to  aggravate  tlian 
to  forget,  even  the  Guilt  of  those,  who  privy  to  tlie  repeated 
Calls  of  Great  Britain  to  Friendship  upon  Terms  adequate  to  tlie 
Desire  and  Expectation  of  their  Constituents,  yet  nevertheless 
forbore  to  reveal  them,  that  tliey  miglit  with  tlie  greater  Ease, 
press  the  Antient  Enmity  of  foreign  Foes,  to  the  aid  of  tlieir 
own  Ambition  and  Avarice,  I  exhort  them  to  seek  an  Early 
Refuge  in  the  abundant  Clemency  of  the  Crown,  from  the  Perils 
to  which  they  have  exposed  themselves  by  IMeasures  fraudulently 
concerted  and  tyrannically  Inforced,  and  affording  by  the  com- 
plicated Miseries  they  have  brou'ght  upon  their  Country,  and 
the  mighty  Ruin  still  impending,  irresistable  Evidence  of  the 
Folly  and  Malignancy  of  the  Councils  by  wMch  its  Affairs  have 
been  conducted. 

Towards  redressing  the  Disorders,  arising  from  tlie  Loss  or 
want  of  Cliarters  I  recommend  it  to  all  concerned,  to  apply 
wifbout  Delay  in  the  ordinary  Course  for  Charters,  which  shall 
be  granted  as  soon  as  Civil  Authority  takes  place. 

As  to  the  Public  Books  of  Records,  so  important  to  j  our  Titles 
and  Estates  in  all  Parts  of  the  Colony  and  formerly  lodged  m  the 
Secretarie's  Office,  I  understand  that  they  were  separated  fiom 
the  Rest  by  the  provident  Circumspection  of  my  Predecessor, 
■whose  merits  are  above  my  Applause  and  haveofteii  hddjouis, 
and  liaving  been  afterwards  sent  Home  for  safe  Custody,  you 
may  rely  upon  tlieir  being  carefully  preserved,  and  duly  returned 
as  soon  as  the  Common  tranquility  is  restored; 

I  now  call  upon  every  Individual  in  the  Colony,  to  shew  his 
Allegiance,  Fidelity  and  Patriotism,  by  affording  his  Assistance 
towaixis  accomplishing  the  Kings  most  gracious  Design  of  restor- 
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ing  the  Blessinga  of  Peace  and  Good  Govei'nment :  And  they 
wlio  shall  most  distinguish  themselves  hj  their  laudable  Efforts 
for  these  good  Purposes  will  most  assuredly  best  recommend 
themselves  to  the  Eoyal  Approbation  and  Favour. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  in  tlie  City  of  New  York, 
the  Fifteenth  Day  of  April  17S0,in  the  Twentieth 
Year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign. 

James  Kosertson. 
By  iiis  Excellency's  Command, 

Sam  Bayard  Jun^  D,  Sec'y. 

God  save  the  King. 


Where  is  this  Ihiiiak  Geahmar  asd  Diotioxarx? — Father  Andrew  "WTilte, 
sn  English  Jesuit,  came  to  Mainland  as  a  Missioaary  M  the  Indians  in  1638. 
Alegambe  in  his  "work  (in  the  State  Lit;)  entitled,  Mortes  iilustres  ei  gesta 
eoTwm.  de  See.  Jesu,  p.  32,  states,  that  the  woithy  father  had  prepared  with 
great  pains  a  Grammar,  Dictionary  and  Catechism  of  the  tribe  among  whom  he 
labored.  He  had  in  handis,  when  Alegambe  wrote,  Expeditionem  et  Historiam 
ejus  gentis.  It  were  well  if  enquii'ies  were  made  for  theae  MSS.  by  the 
Kepresentottves  of  the  United  States  at  Rome  and  Loudon. 

A  Rkho,— An  ancient  monrniDg-ring  was  plowed  up  a  few  weeks  since  at 
the  beautifully  situated  Country- seat  formerly  occupied  by  the  illustrlo.ua  Fulton, 
near  Oak  Hiil,  Columbia  county,  N.  T.  It  is  of  gold,  very  thick  and  heavy,  and 
OH  its  enter  circle  bears  an  Inscription,  in  gold  letters  on  a  back  gronnd  as  foL 
lowB;— "pBTBESCHTi^n,  OB.  r  HEP  ll^i—M  30  6."  Whether  the  gentleman 
whose  death  is  recorded  by  the  memento  was  the  father  or  the  brother  of  Gen- 
oral  Schuyler,  a  patriot  of  the  Eevolution  weaie  unable  to  say,  and  must  leavB 
to  be  determined  by  those  who  aie  better  ac  juainted  with  the  history  of  the 
l^mily.  In  a  book  of  genealogies,  we  perceive  that  the  Sehuylers  intermarried 
with  the  Tan  Kensselaers  and  Lwu^tons  and  it  is  probable  that  they  were  also 
related  to  the  Fulton  family.  It  is  npward  of  twenty-ftve  years  since  the  latter 
resided  at  the  above  mentioned  place,  and  we  are  informed  by  a  ftiend  who  lately 
visited  it,  that  the  once  elegant  mansion  of  the  aucoe^ful  pr<gect«r  of  steam 
navigation  la  now  rapidly  iWling  into  decay.  The  only  part  inhabited  is  the 
the  basement,  while  the  spacious  dining-room  and  parlors,  where  distinguished 
gnests  were  wont  once  to  assemble,  are  now  used  for  the  s(da  purpose  of  storing 
the  produce  of  the  farm.  As  an  instance  of  the  mutations  of  time,  it  may  bo 
mentioned  that  the  prraent  owner  was  for  a  long  period  coachman  to  the  6,mily. 
After  the  death  of  Fulton,  he  commenced  working  the  farm  on  shares,  and,  by 
dint  of  industry  and  economy,  was  eventnally  enabled  to  purchase  the  whole  of 
it.  He  is  now  possessed  of  a  very  handsome  competency. — N,  Y.  Com 
Advtrt.  JzUy,  1861. 
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A 

MEMORIAL 

CONCERNING   THE  IROQUOIS 

FIVE   CONFEDERATE   NATIONS   OF   INDIANS 
PROVINCE  OF  NEW-YOUK: 


THEIR  PRBSENT  STATE,  KUMBBR9  AND  SITUATION  ARE  SET  FORTH:  AR 
aUMENTS  WHY    CWVEBNMBNT    SHODLD    INTEKPOSE   FOR    THEIB 
CONVERSION  TO  CHRISTIANITY   AND   REDUCTION  TO  A  CIVI- 
LISED STATE  ARE  ABBtlOBD ;  A  PLAN  FOR  THEIR  CONVER- 
SION IS  LAID  DOWN!  CIRCUMSTANCES  WHICH  PROMISE 
success  TO  SUCH  AN  ATTEMPT  AT  THIS  TIME  ARE 
POINTED  OUT,  AND  SOME  OBJECTIONS  TO  THE 
DESIdN  ARE  OBVIATED. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONORABLE  THE  EARL  OF  HILLSBOEOUGH. 


BY  REV.  CHARLES  INGLIS, 
Of  Ttioitj  Chutoli,  N.  y. 
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TO  THE  EEADEE 
In  the  year  1T70,  the  Rev.  Charles  Inglis,  then  assistant  minister  of  Trinity 
Church,  Kew-Torli,  paid  a  visit  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  His  interest  in  tiis 
spiritual  and  moral  wants  of  tli^  Six  Nations  was,  it  ^ould  seem,  then  awaken- 
ed, and  the  resnlt  was,  the  present  "  Memorial  concerning  the  Iroquois,"  which 
having  beeo  "  copied  ont  fair  in  a  good  Hand,  and  in  a  quarto  size,  and  having 
a  Marble  cover,  jvith  ,Col,  Johnson's  accurate  and  neat  Map  pielixed, 
made  a  handsome  looting  Pamphlet,"  (^nle,  468,)  and  was  sent  in  1771, 
to  Lord  Hillsborough,  then  Secretary  of  State,  with  recommendations  from 
Gov.  Tryon  and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  The  history  of  the  recovery  of  these 
Interestinff  4"">oments  is  a  matter  of  interest  in  a  literary  pomt  of  view.  Ahout 
thuee  years  ago,  the  late  Mr.  Rich,  of  London,  presented  a  collection  of  Mapa 
and  Charts  to  the  New- York  State  Library.  Among  them  was  found  the  Gnj 
Johnson  Map,  in  MS.  Sometime  afterwards,  in  arranging  Sir  William  John- 
son's MSS.  for  the  Library,  a  correspondence  .was  disopyer.ed  between  him  and 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Inglis,  from  which  it  appeared  that  this  Map  was  prepared  to  accom- 
pany a  ".Memorial,"  drawn  up  by  the  latter  on  the  subject  of  christianizing  the 
Five  Nations.  This  correspondence  is  included  in  section  SlI  of  this  Tolume. 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  clue  to  this  paper,  the  Eegents  of  the  University 
cauised  enquiry  to  be  made  on  the  subject  among  the  desqen^ants  of  D_r.  Inglis, 
who,  it  will  be  recollected,  removed,  at  the  close  of  the  Reyplution,  to  Nova 
Scotia,  of  which  pr<ivince  he  was  the  first  bishop.  This  eni^^ify  has  been  most 
sneccessfal,  and  to  the  Hon.  J^r.  Fairbanks,  member  of  the  Legislative  Oonncil 
of  N.  S.,  is  tho  State  indebted  for  the  present  copy  of  Dv,  Inglis'  Memorial. 
There  are  few  instances  in  which  a  MS.  has  been  traced  through,  and  completed 
from  such  various  sources.  Ed 
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My  Lord, 

The  Iroquois,  or  Five  Confederate  Nations  of  Indians  distin- 
guished and  known  by  that  name,  are  settled  on  the  frontier  of 
the  Province  of  New- York.  From  tlie  first  reduction  of  this 
Province  by  the  British  arma,  they  entered  into  a  strict  alliance 
witli  the  English,  which  tliey  have  always  inviolably  observed. 
History  perhaps  cannot  cannot  furnish  an  instance  where  a 
treaty  of  this  kind  has  been  more  faitiifully  adhered  to.  It 
subsisted  upwards  of  an  hundred  years  without  any  material 
breach  on  their  part,  if  we  will  only  except  such  as  were  drawn 
over  to  the  French  by  Popish  missionaries,  and  who,  on  embrac- 
ing their  religion,  adopted  their  civil  interests  also. 

Those  Nations,  ever  since  their  union  in  a  league  of  confede- 
racy, were  greatly  superior  in  courage  and  military  skill  to  the 
other  savages  of  North  America.  From  that  period,  which 
commenced  before  we  had  any  knowledge  of  this  Province,  they 
have  been  the  terror  of  all  the  neighboring  tribes,  most  of  which 
tliey  have  subdued  j  some  they  have  entirely  extirpated.  The 
spirit  of  conquest  carried  them  far  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
own  native  districts.  They  have  extended  their  empire  over  a 
tract  of  country  twelve  hundred  miles  in  lengtli,  from  north  to 
south,  and  six  hundred  in,  breadth,  from  east  to  west. 

Their  alliance  with  the  English  naturally  led  tiiem  to  take 
part  with  us  when  at  war  witli  France.  The  French  have  often 
severely  felt  the  power  of  their  arms.  The  Iroquois  have  more 
than  once  defeated  the  united  forces  of  tlte  Frencli,  and  their 
confederate  Indians,  and  have  carried  fire  and  sword  into  the 
very  heart  of  their  settlements,  threatening  them  with  utter 
ruin.  They  formed  a  barrier  along  our  frontiers  against  the 
French  and  the  savages  in  their  interest;  and  by  this  protec- 
tion, and  the  lucrative  trade  we  carried  on  with  them,  they 
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greatly  contributed  to  laise  this  Troviiice  to  itg  present  flonr- 
isliing  state. 

The  Five  Confederate  Nations  ai'e  the  Mohawks,  the  Oiieidas, 
the  Onondagas,  the  Cayugas  and  the  Senekas.  To  these  may  be 
added  tlie  Tuscai-oras,  who  moved  some  years  ago  from  the 
south,  were  talcen  into  the  confederacy,  and  iucoi'porated  with 
the  Five  Nations. 

The  continual  wars  in  which  the  Iroquois  have  been  en 
gaged,  have  considerably  reduced  their  number  from  what  it 
was  formerly.  Tliis  is  particularJy  the  case  of  the  Mohawks. 
TJiey,  by  their  wisdom  in  council  and  bravery  in  the  field,  had 
gained  an  ascendancy  over  the  other  tribes  which  they  preserve 
to  this  day.  In  all  deliberations  which  relat*  to  the  common 
interest  of  the  confederacy,  and  in  the  execution  of  every  enter- 
prise, the  Mohawks  generally  take  the  lead.  Being  situated  the 
most  easterly,  and  consequentiy  the  nearest  to  our  first 
settlements,  of  any  of  the  Five  Nations,  the  missionaries  sent  by 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  Parts, 
to  convert  the  Indians  of  this  Province,  resided  among  them. 
Tlie  labors  of  those  missionaries  were  attended  wiui  such  success, 
that  in  time  the  whole  nation  was  brought  over  to  cliristianity. 
This  attached  the  Mohawks  more  firmly  to  us.  Tiiey  ahvuys 
stood  forth  our  fiiithful  allies,  especially  in  tlie  late  war,  though 
in  the  course  of  it,  the  greater  part  ol'  their  bravest  warriors 
perislied.  Our  victories  were  often  purchased  at  the  expense 
of  their  blood,  for  they  were  among  the  first  in  almost  every 
danger. 

The  Mohawks  have  three  villages — Schoare,  Fort  Hunter, 
and  Canajohare.  These  are  all  wjthin  the  English  settlements, 
and  contain  four  hundred  and  twenty  souls.  Fort  Hunter,  the 
central  village,  where  a  missionary  from  the  Society  now  resides, 
is  distant  from  Albany  forty  rnOes.*  The  Oneidas  are  situated 
eighty  miles  west  from  the  Mohawks,  somewhat  beyond  our  set- 
tlements, and  have  two  villages  containing  six  hundred  souls. 
Many  of  the  Oneidas  profess  Christianity,  being  instructed  partly 
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by  French  Jesuits,  partly  by  a  dissenting  teacher,  lately  sent 
among  tliem,  but  chiefly  by  the  Society's  missionaiies  to  the 
Mohawks.  Next  to  the  Oneidas  are  the  Onondagas,  at^  the 
distance  of  forty  miles  westerly  ;  their  number  is  eight  hundred. 
The  Cayugas,  amounting  to  one  thousand  and  forty,  are  forty 
miles  southwest  of  the  Onondagas.  The  Senekas,  forty  miles 
northwest  of  the  Cayugas,  are  in  number  four  thousand,  dis- 
pei-sed  in  several  villages ;  and  the  Tuscaroras  amonnt  to  one 
tiiousand.  Very  few  of  the  four  tribes  last  mentioned  have  any 
impressions  of  Christianity.  The  extensive  country,  inhabited 
by  all  these  Indians,  is  open,  healthy,  and  ia  general  ex- 
tremely fertile.  It  is  watered  by  several  rivers  navigable  for 
battoes,  which  are  very  advantageous  to  commerce,  as  there  are 
only  a  few  miles  of  land  carriage  from  Albany  to  Oswego  on 
Lalie  Ontario.  These  Nations  are  able  to  bring  two  thousand 
fighting  men,  at  least,  into  the  field. 

Such  a  multitude  of  people,  if  reduced  to  order  and  civil  life, 
and  attached  to  us  by  ties  of  religion,  would  evidently  be  a  great 
acquisition  to  the  community.  To  effect  this  must  therefore  bo 
the  wish  of  every  Friend  to  the  State  j  and  I  flatter  myself  with 
your  Lordship's  indulgence  whilst  attempting  to  point  out  a 
method  by  which  it  may  be  accomplished,  especially  as  I  con- 
ceive it  to  be  a  duty  owing  to  His  Majesty  and  to  the  public. 

Manners  are  the  result  of  principles.  The  former  naturally 
flow  from,  and  are  regulated  by,  the  latter.  Hence  we  find  that 
Barbarity  and  brutal  vices,  such  as  are  pernicious  to  mankind, 
have  always  been  the  portion  of  ignorant  nations;  and  that  Virtue 
and  the  polished  manners  of  social  life,  have  distinguislied  tJiose 
who  were  enlightened  with  knowledge.  In  order  to  civilise  the 
Iroquois,  it  is  necessary  to  begin  with  instructing  them,  espe 
cially  in  tlie  principles  of  Religion.  Christianity  is  well  adapted 
to  this  purpose.  Whilst  it  has  a  more  immediate  and  important 
end  in  view,  which  equally  concerns  all ;  it  insensibly  forms 
moral  habits,  corrects  irregularities,  and  disposes  the  mind  to 
submit  to  the  restraints  of  government  and  laws  ;  without  giving 
any  alarm  to  the  Savages,  who  are  extremely  jealous  of  their 
liberty,  and  wedded  to  tlieir  present  mode  of  lite. 

I  shall  not  consider'  this  subject  in  a  religious  view,  nor  adduce 
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theological, argiimeiits  for  undertaking;- the  Conversion  of  tlie 
Savagea.  I  shall  confine  myseif  to  such  as  are  merely  political ; 
and  only  mention  their  convsraiou  as  Ijeing  subservient  to  the 
purpose  of  civilising  ithera,  and  riveting  them  more  firmly  to  our 
interest..  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  observe  here, 
that  if  we  believe  there  is  a  God,  and  a<fiiture  state  of  rewards 
and  punishments,  if  our  future  happiness' or  misery  depends  on 
our  conduct  here,  if  Christianity  gi^Ves  the  justest  notions  of  the 
Deity,  teaches  that,  worship  which,  is  most  worthy  of  Him,  as 
well  as  the  purest  morals,  and  promotes  the  happiness  of  States 
and  Individuals — if,  I  say,  we  believe  all  this,  certainly  humanity 
should  induce  us,  to  diffuse,  the  light  of  Cliristianity  among  those 
poor  Savages  who  liaive  been,  so  faithful  and  serviceable  to  us. 

The  convei-sion  of  thd  Irociuoisi  is  evidently  one  of  the  first 
steps  that  should  be  taken, to^attech:  them  firmly  to  our  interest, 
and  civilise  them.  Some  progress  has  been,  already  made  in 
this  by  the  Society  for  the  Frop.a^tioiv.  of,  theGospe]  in  Foreign 
Parts,  and  they  still  snppor,t  amissionary  and  two  schoolmasters 
among  the  Mohawks..  But,  however  willing  to  engage  further 
in  this. laudable  design,  the.  Society  are  precluded.from  it  by  the. 
low  state  of  their  funds.  Tlie.  expense  attending  it  is  greater 
than  they  are:  able  to  bear^  Apian  more,  enlarged,  and  meas- 
ures more  rigorous,  than  tiieir- circumstances  can  possibly  admit, 
must  be  pursued,. before  suoli  a,  cjiange  can  take  plaice  among 
the  Iroquois  as  would  be  beneficial  to  the  State  in  sohigha 
degree,  and- so  extensively  as  were  to  be  wished,  and  might 
reasonably  be  expected.  The  only  liesonrce  to  which  applica- 
tion can  be  made,  in  this  case  is  tlie  government,  and  indeed 
good  policy  requires  that  tlie  Crown  should  be  priiicipally 
concerned  in  this  business.  The  following  reasons  and  ai-gu- 
ments  are  therefore  humbly  offered  to  sliew  wliy  government 
should  interpose  m  this  matter,  and  attempt  the  conversion  of 
the  Iroquois, 

The  conversion  of  these  Indians  will  entirely  secure  their 
friendship.  Tlus  has  been  incontestibly  proved  by  the  conduct 
of  the  .Mohawks.  These  were  brought  over  to  Christianity  by 
the  Society's  missionaries,  and  aceoi-dingly  tliey  liave  always 
proved  faitliful  allies  taus)  particularly  in  the-  late-war,  durmg 
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which  they  were  as  active  in  our  cause  as  any  of  the  King's 
subjects.  They  are  the  only  Indians  of  whom  tliis  can  strictly 
be  said,  as  they  are  only  Indians  who  were  converted  by  us. 
For  although  the  other  tribes  of  the'  Iroquois  were  in  alliance 
with  us,  yet,  through  the  practices  of  French  priests,  and  other 
Emissaries,  this  only  restrained  them  from  doing  «s  miscliief. 
In  general  they  afforded  but  little  assistance  in  acting  offensively 
against  enemies.  I  say  in  general,  for  several  men  from  each 
of  the  tribes  joined  us,  and'.fought  for  us. 

The  friendship  of  the  Iroquois  should  be  gained  and  settled 
on  tiie  firmest  basis,  as  it  will  be  of  tlie  utmost  consequence  to 
us  in  case  of  any  future  attempt  by  the  French  on  Canada,  oi 
any  of  the  other  adjoining  provinces.  Those  Indians  who  have 
been  christianised  by  the  French,  are  as  much  attached  to  them 
as  Our  converts  are  to  us.  This  is  true  even  of  such  of  the 
Iroquois  as  have  beeii  cohvel^ted-  to  Popery  by  Fi'ench  priests. 
In  the  last  century,  before  We  made  any  attempts  to  instruct  the 
Iroquois  in  the  principles  of  Christianity,  ft  number  of  the 
Mohawks  were  brought  over  to  Popery,  and  the  French  interest 
by  some  Jesuits' from  Canada,  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that  they  separated  from  tlieir  brethren,  removed  into  Canada, 
became  firm  friends  to  the  Freisch  and  zealous  professors  of 
Popery,  as  their  descendants  are  at  this  day.  These  are  now 
known  by  tlie  name  of  Cochnawaga  Indians.  It  should  be 
further  observed,  that  there  are  now  many  French  missionaries 
among  tlie  Indians — perliaps  as  many  as  ever,  aiid  their  success, 
already  great,  will  increase  still  in  proportion  to  our  neglect. 
They  are  very  careful  to  preserve  their  influence  over  the 
Indians,  by  keeping  their  converts  steady  in  tlie  faith  tliey  were 
taught,  and  gaining  new  proselytes.  They  ai'e  busy  in  sowing 
the  seeds  of  discontent  among  the  Savages,  which  they  will 
continue  to  do  as  long  as  tliey  have  an  intercourse  with  any 
part  of  tlie  Continent,  notwithstanding  our  utmost  vigilance  to 
prevent  it.  The  residence  of  a  Popish  Bishop  in  Canada  will 
greatly  favour  those  proceedings.  Animated  by  his  presence, 
and  united  by  liis  authority  and  direction,  the  Missionaries  will 
exert  themselves  with  vigor,  and  liaving  tlie  power  of  ordination, 
tlie  Bishop  can  increase  the  number  of  those  Missionaries  as 
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occasion  may  require.  It  must  be  evident  at  first  view,  that  if 
the  Indians  are  tlius  entirely  lelt  in  the  hands  of  Popisli  Clergy- 
men, the  greatest  inconveniences  may  in  time  arise  from  it. 
Even  the  Iroquois  will  probably  be  added  to  their  converts,  and 
no  circumstance  can  be  conceived  more  inviting  or  favorable  to 
any  hostile  attempt  in  those  parts  by  the  French,  than  having 
so  many  thousands  of  savages,  all  trained  up  to  arms  and  devoted 
to  their  interests,  prepared  to  join  them.  It  is  necessary,  there- 
fore, that  we  should  prevent  as  far  as  we  can  those  ill  conse- 
quences, which  maybe  justly  apprehended,  by  endeavoring  to 
ciiristianise  the  Iroquois,  and  bind  them  to  ua  by  the  ties  of 
Religion.  They  wM  hereby  greatly  help  to  defeat  any  design 
that  may  hereafter  be  formed  by  the  French  against  Canada,  or 
our  other  provinces.  Tliey  will  also  serve  as  a  counterpoise  to 
the  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  tlie  French  have  ali'eady  con- 
verted, and  by  that  means  fixed  in  their  interests,  ready  to  take 
arms  for  them  when  an  occasion  may  oifer. 

These  reflections  will  receive  additional  weight  by  considering 
that  the  Iroquois  themselves  have  often  requested  Missionaries 
might  be  sent  to  them,  and  are  much  dissatisfied  at  being 
neglected  in  matters  of  religion  by  the  government,  They 
frequently  express  their  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness  on  tliis 
head.  They  are  surprised  that  when  the  present  government 
supports  two  Popish  Missionaries  among  Indians  who  are  of 
another  religion,  and  fought  against  us  during  the  last  war ; 
they  who  were  our  friends,  who  slied  their  blood  in  our  cause, 
and  profess  the  same  religion,  should  be  passed  over  and  quite 
neglected.  Their  surprise  is  not  at  all  abated  by  reflecting,  as 
they  often  do,  that  tlie  clamorous  demands  of  those  popish 
Indians,  accompanied  with  menaces,  proved  successful  in 
obtaining  Missionaries,  whilst  their  mild  and  equitable  requests 
to  the  same  purpose  have  been  always  rejected,  Tliey  proceed 
further  to  make  a  comparison  between  onr  conduct  and  tliat  of 
the  French  in  this  respect,  which  is  always  to  the  advantage  of 
tlie  latter,  who  constantly  paid  the  closest  attention  to  the  con- 
Tersion  of  the  Indians.  These  things  they  have  sagacity  enough 
to  observe.  Even  those  wiio  care  little  about  religion  will 
mention, them  with  warmth,  considering  all  this  as  the  effect  of 
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disregard  to  them,  and  our  neglect  of  tliem  besides  in  these 
matters,  ^ives  them  a  mean  opiiiioa  of  out  principles  and  wis- 
dom. It  were  needless  to  say  that  this  disposition  will  alford 
great  advantages  to  the  French  priests,  and  procure  them  a 
more  favorable  reception,  whicli  they  will  not  fail  to  improve. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  affection  of  the  Indians  will  be 
alienated  from  us  more  and  more,  to  which  the  pomp  and  cere- 
monies of  the  RomisK  religion,  with  which  the  Savages  are  much 
captivated,  will  not  a  little  contribute.  Tlie  only  method  that 
is  left  to  counteract  this  and  prevent  the  bad  consequences  that 
must  evidently  attend  it,  is  to  send  Protestant  Missionai-ies 
among  Hie  Iroquois.  Establishments  of  this  bind,  if  properly 
supported,  will  be  a  counterpoise  to  the  advantages  those  Popish 
Missionaries  possess,  and  to  the  assiduity  of  their  endeavors. 
Hereby  tlioso  Savages  who  are  yet  in  the  bosom  of  lieathenism, 
may  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Christianity,  and  preserved 
from  their  influence ;  those  more  perfectly  instructed,  who  have 
received  some  impressions  of  religion,  and  the  false  prejudices 
they  have  embibed  from  Romish  priests  entirely  removed. 

These  advantages  already  mentioned  resulting  from  the  con- 
version of  the  Iroquois  are  very  great.  It  would  be  making 
faithful  allies  or  subjects  of  those  who  otherwise  might  prove 
dangerous  enemies,  which  is  a  matter  of  real  importance.  But 
besides  tliis,  there  are  many  other  benefits  which  would  arise 
from  it.  Our  fronlier  settlements  are  extended  to  a  great 
length  ;  they  are  defenceless,  and  open  to  the  incursions  of  an 
enemy.  Christianising  those  Indians  would  not  only  secure  a 
lasting  peace  with  them,  but  they  would  by  this  means  form  a 
barrier  to  our  frontiers  against  any  Indians  that  are  more  remote, 
and  might  be  at  war  with  us.  The  security  of  our  frontiers 
■would  contribute  to  the  quick  [  opulation  of  tliis  Province,  and 
among  several  advantiges  of  which  thia  «ouId  be  prodiictiv*!, 
the  following  is  one — that  as  the  lands  aie  held  of  the  crown, 
and  pay  quit  rents,  this  branch  ( f  his  m  jestj  s  revenue  would 
be  proportionably  ineieased  Oui  commeicewith  the  Indians 
would  also  gain  by  their  conversion.  For  altliough  it  has  been 
alledged  by  some  who  knew  little  of  Indian'affairs,  or  thought 
supetflcially  on  the  subject,  that  were  the  Indians  converted  to 
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Christianity, and  civilized,  it  would  injure  our  trade  with  them  ; 
yet  the  reverse  of  this  is  evidently  true.  Indolence,,  idleness, 
and  intempei-ance  are  Inseparable  concomitants  of  a  savage  life. 
A  Savage  life  also  obstructs  population.  A  civilised  state,  on 
the  contrary,  naturally  promotes  industry,  and  tiie  increase  of 
mantind.  Of  course  our  trade  witli  the  Indians  would  be 
beneflted  in  proportion  as  they  became  more  numerous  and 
industrious — the  consequence  of  their  being  civilised,"  and 
brought  over  to  Christianity.  This  reasoning  is  obvious  and 
just,  and  supported  by  experience,  which  is  our  surest  guide  in 
such  matters.  The  Mohawks,  to  mention  no  other  instance,  are 
in  some  measure  civilised.  They  cultivate  land,  several  of  them 
have  learned  trades  ;  all  iiave  fixed  habitations  ;  they  have  also 
cattle  of  various  kinds,  many  of  the  conveniences  of  polished 
life  ;  are  professors  of  Christianity,  and  as  regular  and  virtuous 
in  their  conduct  as  the  generality  of  wiiite  people.  Yet  the 
Moliawks  are  still  alert  iti  hunting,  like  the  other  tribes,  but 
surpass  them  far  in  point  of  industry  in  other  respects,  and  have 
increased  much  more  in  proportion  to  their  number  since  the 
late  war.  It  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  the  Indians  should 
continue  savages  in  order  to  foJIovV  liunting,  by  wliich  tlieir 
trade  with  us  is  carried  on.  That  employment  is  consistent  wdth 
the  duties  and  manners  of  civilised  lite.  Many  of  the  English 
apply  themselves  to  Inmting  as  well  as  the  Indians.  Superior 
afBuence  only  is  what  will  caJl  tliem  from  this,  as  from  other 
branolies  of  laborious  business.  And  it  cannot  admit  of  any 
doubt,  that  an  equal  number  of  people  who  are  civilised,  and 
thereby  made  industiious,  wiU  be  more  serviceable  to  Commerce, 
and  to  the  State  in  general,  than  so  many  Savages,  whose  wants 
are  few,  and  who  are  indolent  to  the  last  degree. 

I  shall  not  enlarge-  on  so  plain  a  case,  but  observe,  tliat  besides 
those  general  reasons  and  motives  whicli  induced  tlie  several 
European  states  that  made  settleraents  in  America,  to  convert 
the  natives,  and  in  doing  wliich  they  Ibund  their  account ;  there 
are  many  others  peculiar  to  our  situation  wliich  conclude  more 
strongly  for  our  engaging  in  the  lil<e  attempt.  Indeed  the 
English,  as  well  the  other  Ciuistlan  Powei-s,  liad  this  object  in 
view  from  the  first  establishment  of  JJrittish  colonies  in  America. 
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This  appears  from  the  Ciiarters  given  to  the  different  Provinces, 
in  wlilcli  the  conversion  of  the  Savage  Natives  is  expressly  men- 
tioned as  one  principal  motive  fut  granting  them.  So  tliat  the 
interposition  of  Government  in  tli'e  present  case,  is  no  more  than 
acting  conformably  to  the  avowed  design  of  the  Crown,  in  an 
instance  wher'e  particular  ckc'umstanccs  made  it  ■  highly 
expedient. 

Periiaps  it  may  be  thought,  that  as  we  are  now  masters  of 
Canada,  and  the  Indians  dependent  on  us  for  Ammunition,  Arms 
^nd  Clothing,  there  islittledangerto  be  apprehended  from  them, 
uad  that  this  sliould  romove  any  anxiety  for  their  Conversion  or 
Induction  to  a  civilised  State. 

I  answer,  that  this  opinion  seems  to  be  ill-founded  from  what 
has  been  said  already;  and  the  Inference  made  from  it,  is  repug- 
nant to  the  plain  dictates  of  humanity  and  good  policy.  For 
surely  we  should  not  leave  those  Savages  a  Prey  to  Intemperance 
and  the  other  miseries  of  their  present  state,  when  it  is  in  our 
power  to  alter  their  condition  so  much  for  the  better.  Especially 
if  it  be  considered  that  we  have  been  instrumental  in  multiply- 
ing their  miseries  by  teaching  them  Vices  they  knew  not  before, 
«ind  tliat  the  near  approach  of  the  English  Settlers  administers 
to  those  Vices,  by  supplying  more  readily  what  will  surely 
instigate  the  Indians  to  the  perpetration  of  them.  Justice,  at 
least,  demands  that  we  should  apply  an-  antidote  against-  the 
Evils  we  have  brought'  upon  them,  nor  can  this-  be  done  other- 
wise than  by  inculcating  Principles  which  will  restrain  those 
Enormities. 

But  were  even  the  voice  of  Humanity  silent,  a  regard  for  our 
own  safety  and  interest  remonstrates  against  the  position  I  am. 
considering.  The  Iroquois  are-  a  bold,  fierce,  enterprising 
People,  ajid  much  addicted  to  War.  If  this  military  spirit  does 
not  find  employment  against  acomraon  enemy, or  is  not  diverted 
into  some  other  Channel,  and  softened  by  Culture,  it  will  occasion 
much  trouble,  and  be  directed  against,  ourselves.  We  have 
already  experienced  this  since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  French 
war.  There  have  been,  several  commotions  among  the  savages 
since  that  lime,  which  I  shall  pass  over,  and  only  mention  one 
that  was  very  alarmuig,    In  the  year  1763,  several  Tribes  of  the 
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western  xnciians,  instigated  by  jealousy  at  our  Conquest  of 
Canada,  and  our  near  approach  to  tliem,  took  up  tlie  Hatchet 
against  us.  They  were  headed  by  Ponuiac,  a  noted  Chief,  and 
joined  by  several  of  the  Senekas.  la  a  few  months  they  cut  off 
no  less  tlian  eight  of  our  outposts,  and  totally  defeated  several 
detachments  of  His  Majesty's  Troops  that  were  sent  against  them. 
They  also  depopulated  our  fi-ontiers  to  a  great  extent  and  ruined 
the  Indian  Irade  in  many  places.  It  was  with  great  difficulty 
and  expense-,  after  much  lime  and  the  loss  of  many  Hves;  that 
this  Insurrection  was  quelled.  To  these  Insurrections  we  shall 
be  continually  exposed,  whilst  the  Indians  are  unprincipled  and 
unsettled  as  at  present.  They  will  be  ever  turbulent,  ready  to 
kindle  tlie  Flames  of  War  on  the  slightest  neglect  or  provocation, 
and  the  inconveniences  arising  from  sucli  Insurrections  are  too 
glaring  to  require  a  particular  delineation.  Besides  the  injury 
to  Trade,  the  obstruction  to  Population  wliich  they  must  occasion, 
and  the  lives  that  will  be  lost  belbre  tliey  can  be  s 
ojte  of  those  Insurrections  may  put  the  Crown  to  greater  e 
than  would  be  sufficient  to  support  for  several  years  the  mea- 
sures proposed  to  convert  and  civilise  the  Indians  ;  by  wliicli  they 
would  forever  become  peaceable  Subjects,  and  usel'ul  Members 
of  society.  Let  me  add  that  the  Indians,  who  are  very  numer- 
ous, will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to  distress  our  Trade  and 
Frontiers  much  ;  nor  will  they  be  at  a  loss  for  means  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  -those  hostilities,  Besides  the  resources  tliey 
can  have  for  Ammunition,  Arms  and  Clothing  from  the  Spaniards 
by  way  of  the  Mississipi,  or  secretly  from  the  French  of  Canada ; 
there  are  many  in  our  Colonies,  who,  for  love  of  lucre,  would 
supply  them  with  whatever  they  wanted.  This  has  been  already 
done,'wlien  the  Brittish  Empire  in  America  was  in  the  greatest 
danger,  and  several  of  its  Provinces  reeking  with  the  blood  of 
their  inliabitants.  The  utmost  vigilance  of  Goveniraent  cannot 
put  a  stop  to  this  ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  imagine  our  Virtue 
and  public  spirit  are  increased,  or  will  increase,  so  far  as  to 
prevent  it  entirely,  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  it  is  more 
necessary  now  than  ever  to  cultivate  a  friendship  with  the 
Iroquois,  and  secure  their  fidelily.  Tlie  success  of  our  arms 
against  Canada  has  raised  the  jealousy  of  almost  all  the  Indians. 
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They  are  apprehensive  that  their  liberties  are  now  in  great 
danger,  as  the  English,  (of  whom  the  western  tribes  Icnew  little 
before,  and  whom  the  French  taught  them  to  despise,)  have 
gained  sucli  an  ascendancy  In  Nortli  America.  They  observe 
our  progress  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  will  seize  every  opportu- 
nity of  combining  to  oppose  and  disti'ess  us.  Against  such 
combinations  the  Iroquois  would  be  a  sufficient  liarrier  arid 
security,  were  they  by  proper  care  fixed  in  our  interest. 

To  these  Considerations  others  of  great  weight,  and  to  the 
same  purpose  might  be  added  respecting  the  French,  in  case  of 
any  design  on  Canada.  I  shall  not  repeat  what  has  been  already 
said  on  this  head,  but  content  myself  with  observing,  that  all 
human  alfairs  are  very  fl.uctuating  and  subject  to  great  Revolu- 
tions. Our  possession  of  Canada  is  a  proof  of  it.  The  time 
may  come  when  things  will  take  a  diflerent  turn,  and  the 
friendship  of  the  Indiana  be  of  great  consequence  to  us.  No 
person  cai»  reasonably  doubt,  however  peaceable  and  satisfied 
the  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  that  Province  may  appear  at 
present,  that  they  still  retain  a  strong  affection  for  theU'  former 
Government,  and  for  their  countrymen,  whose  Religion,  Manners, 
and  Language  are  the  same  with  their  own.  Their  Indian  con- 
verts are  still  iixed  in  their  interests,  and  daily  increasing. 
The  encroachments  of  the  French  on  the  Iroquois,  by  wJiich  a 
spirit  of  animosity  was  formerly  kept  alive  between  them,  and 
the  latter  were'  inclined  to  us,  are  now  at  an  end.  Their 
animosity  will  naturally  cease  with  its  cause,  and  this  again  will 
pave  the  way  for  proselj'ting  the  Iroquois  to  the  Romish  faith, 
by  which  their  affections  will  be  withdrawn  from  us.  Now  can 
any  cii'cumstance  be  more  alluring  than  these  to  put  the  French 
on  regaining  what  was  torn  from  them  by  the  chance  of  War,  or 
promise  more  success  to  such  an  attempt  1  If  that  enterprising 
Nation,  in  order  to  perplex  us,  and  divert  our  arms,  could  send 
a  Pretender  on  so  hopeless  an  errand  as  the  conquest  of  Britain, 
can  we  imagine  they  will  not  avail  themselves  of  such  advan- 
tages to  become  masters  of  their  ancient  Possessions  1  These 
matters  surely  call  for  serious  attention.  Prudence  should  lead 
1  o  guard  against  future  contingencies  as  far  as  possible,  and 
caution  us  against  bemg  lulled  into  security,  when  danger  is  to 
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be  justly  apprehended.  It  should  direct  us  to  deprive  the 
French  of  those  advantages  wliich  ia  all  probability  they  will 
employ  against  us,  and  improve  such  as  we  have  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power.  Our  neglect  of  the  Indians  will  throw  their 
whole  weight  into  the  opposite  scale,  and  encourage  the  French 
to  prosecute  any  schemes  they  may  form  against  Canada. 
Whereas  by  proper  endeavors  to  convert  and  civilise  the  Indians, 
their  fidelity  to  us  might  be  jmmoveably  fixed.  They  would 
greatly  help  to  secure  us  against  any  foreign  Invasions,  and  in 
other  respects  prove  beneficial  to  tlie  Community.  It  is  in  truth 
a  matter  in  which  the  Peace,  Safety  and  Welfare  of  tliose  North- 
ern Colonies  are  ranch  concerned,  and  it  is  hoped  the  wisdom 
of  government  will  attend  to  it  accordingly. 

To  ensure  success  in  the  execution  of  any  design,  much 
depends  on  pursuing  proper  measures.  If  these  are  ill-concerted, 
or  not  adapted  to  the  end  in  view,  a  failure  of  the  whole  will 
probably  follo^¥;,  In  attempting  to  convert  aud  civilise  Savages, 
great  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  Situation,  PrejudiceSj 
Temper,  Disposition,  and  other  circumstances,  -These  sliould  be 
minutely  considered,  and  made  as  subservient  as  possible  to  the 
general  design.  Should  Government,  influenced  by  the  above 
motives,  think  iit  to  engage  in  this  Undertaking  with  respect  to 
tlie  Iroquois,  tlie  following  Plan  is  humbly  proposed  ;  in  which  I 
shall  keep  within  the  strict  Bounds  of  what  is  practicable,  and 
promises  success  on  the  one  hand ;  and  avoid  any  unnecessary 
expense,  as  well  as  what  would  tend  to  give  Umbrage  to  the 
Indians,  on  the  other.  For  salie  of  Order  and  Perspicuity,  I  shall 
range  under  distinct  heads  the  several  parts  of  this  Plan,  in 
which  I  would  propose — 

I.  That  two  Missionaries,  men  of  good  character,  abilities, 
and  prudence,  and  in  the  orders  of  the  established  Church  of 
England,  be  sent  to  the  Iroquois,  one  to  reside  at  Conajohare, 
the  other  at  the  old  Oneida  Town.  Most  of  the  Indians  at  both 
these  villages  have  been  baptised,  and  even  profess  Cliristianity ; 
all  are  willing  to  be  further  instructed.  Each  of  these  Mission- 
aries should  have  a  Salary  of  £150  sterling  a  year  at  least,  to 
enable  them  to  shew  some  marks  of  favor  to  the  more  deserving 
Indians,  by  making  small  Presents  to  them  from  time  to  time. 
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TMs  will  be  expected  from  tliem,  and  if  judiciously  managed, 
will  have  a  good  elfect  ia  conciliating  ^tlie  affections  of  tiie 
Indians.  If  these  Missionaries  liad  some  knowledge  of  Physic, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  assist  the  Indians  in  sickness,  it  would  also 
increase  their  influence;  and  make  tlieir  Spiritna)  Labors  more 
successful, 

11.  That  a  Schoolmaster  be  fixed  at  ea«h  of  those  villages, 
viz  Conajuhare,  and  tlie  old  Oneida  Town  ;  another  at  Onon- 
diga  ,  one  at  the  pimcipdl  \  illage  of  the  Cayugas,  and  two  among 
the  feenekas  The»e  Schoolmasters,  for  whom  admission  and 
protection  may  be  easily  procured,  should  be  prudent,  and 
virtuous  joung  men,  and  sucli  as  have  had  a  liberal  education. 
Their  business  will  be  to  teach  the  Indians  to  read  and  write. 
They  ought  also  to  ipplj  themselves  diligently  to  learn  the 
Indian  Language,  by  which  they  will  be  better  qualified  to  act 
as  Missionaries  afterwards,  should  their  behaviour  and  merit 
entitle  them  to  that  office  Schools,  if  properly  conducted,  will 
be  oi  infinite  service  The  Indians  are  all  willing  that  their 
ChUdien  should  be  taught  to  read  and  write ;  and  Youth  is  the 
propeiest  season  to  instill  punciples  of  Morality  and  Religion, 
which  the  Schoolmasters  will  have  constant  opportunities  of 
doing  Of  these  thej  ought  to  avail  themselves ;  and  gradually 
unfold  the  Punciples  oi  the  Ciiristian  Systems  to  their  pupils. 
Eich  of  thus«  Schoolmabteis  ought  to  have  a  salary  of  £40  Sterl. 
ajen, which  might  be  incieased  according  to  their  industry 
and  success  Tliej  also,  13  well  as  the  Missionaries,  should  be 
furnished  w  ith  Praj  er  boobs,  and  such  otlier  Tracts  in  the  Indian 
language  as  can  be  procured ,  which  will  be  necessary  to  teach 
the  Indianis   tp  read,  and  instruct  them  in  the  principles  of 


III  That  Smiths  be  placed  at  some  of  the  most  convenient 
Indian  Vill  iges  These  w  ould  be  of  great  service  to  the  Indians, 
and  theiefoie  veij  acceptable  ,  and  piobably  some  of  the  Indians, 
from  a  sense  of  their  utilit}  might  be  induced  to  learn  their 
Tiade  Their  Wiv  es  might  also  be  engaged  to  teach  such  of  the 
Indian  women  as  are  willing  toleam  Spinning, Sewing  and  other 
Blanches  oi  female  Industrv  The  Government  formerly  allowed 
Smiths  at   several  of  the  Indian  Villages,  with   a  competent 
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salary.  These  Mechanics  would  uow  be  of  much  service  in 
promoting  the  gRneral  design,  and  might  be  had  at  a  trifling 
expense.  The  Spaniards  have  employed  mechanics,  and  do 
still,  for  tlie  same  purpose  to  great  advantage. 

IV.  That  the  Missionaries  and  Schoolmasters  employed  in  this 
Scheme  be  ajipointed,  or  at  least  approved,  by  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  The  Superiaten- 
dency  of  those  matters  naturally  belongs  to  that  Venerable  Body, 
not  only  by  reason  that  they  coincide  with  the  design  of  their 
Incorporation,  and  with  their  connections  ou  this  Continent,  but 
also  because  tiie  Society  have  with  great  fidelity  discharged  the 
important  tiust  reposed  in  tliem,  and  have  already  done  much 
towards  Converting  and  Civilising  th  Iroquois.  It  is  tlierefore 
proposed  that  they  have  the  Care  and  Direction  of  the  Missions 
speciiied  in  tl^is  Plan  ;  that  the  Missionaries  and  Schoolmasters 
shall  regularly  transmit  to  them  accounts  of  their  respective 
charges  from  time  to  time,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  Mission- 
aries and  Schoolmasters  in  the  Society's  service  do  at  present ; 
to  be  annually  laid  before  the  Public,  with  their  other  Transac- 
tions. That  the  Missionaries,  Schoolmasters  and  Mechanics, 
however,  be  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  His  Majesty's 
Superintendant  of  Indian  Aifairs  for  tlie  time  being.  His  Station 
and  Authority  among  the  Indians  will  enable  him  to  promote  the 
execution  of  this  Scheme.  He  will  be  the  properest  Person  to 
direct  the  several  Measures  that  shall  be  necessary  on  any  new 
emergencies  ;  and  through  him,  in  conjunction  with  the  Society, 
applications  to  Government  should  be  made,  in  matters  relative 
to  those  Missions.  It  will  be  proper  that  the  Superintendant  of 
Indian  Affairs  should  be  thus  concerned  in  the  Management  of 
those  Matters,  because  it  will  be  of  Utili  ty  to  the  general  Design  ; 
and  also  that  he  may  see  that  such  steps  be  taken  as  are  consis- 
tent with  the  Interests  of  Trade,  and  the  Views  of  Government 
respecting  the  Indians. 

V.  That  a  set  of  Rules  and  Instructions  be  prepared  by  the 
SiBCiety  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Missionaries  and  Schoolmasters 
in  the  Discharge  of  their  Respective  Duties,  which  Rules  and 
Instructions  however  shall,  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned 
be  inspected  and  approved  by  His  Majesty's  Superintendant  of 
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Indian  Affairs,  previuns  to  their  Establishment  In  drawing  up 
these  liisti'uc lions,  particular-  Care  sliould  be  taken  to  caution  the 
Missionaries  and  Schoolmasters  to  be  prudent  in  tlieir  Conduct, 
and  to  avoid  wliatever  might  give  offence  to  the  Indians,  or 
awaken  their  Jealousy.  Diligence  in  their  Station,  Sobriety, 
Gentleness,  Condescension,  and  a  disinterested  Regard  to  the 
Welfare  of  t!ie  Indians,  should  be  reconimended,  and  that  they, 
sedulously  inculcate  Principles  of  Loyalty  among  their  Hearers, 
Converts  and  Pupils. 

VI.  The  last  Article  I  shall  mention  as  necessary  to  compleat 
this  Plan,  and  make  it  more  extensively  useful,  is  tlie  erecting  a 
College  or  Seminary  in  the  old  Oneida  Town,  where  the  Young 
Indians  who  are  distinguislied  for  tlieir  Genius,  may  repair  for  a 
more-enlarged  Educatio]!,  and  be  fitted  for  the  Ministry.  Very 
few  of  tlie  Indians  can  be  prevailed  on  to  let  their  Cliiidren  go 
any  great  Distance  for  Instruction,  and  wlien  they  are  persuaded 
to  it,  the  Children  always  go  with  Reluctance.  Tliey  are  con- 
tinually anxious  to  return  to  their  Parents  and  Eret!u-en,  which 
is  an  Obstruction  to  their  literary  Progress ;  and  when  they 
return  to  their  own  People  they  generally  run  into  the  greater 
Excesses  for  tlieir  former  Restraints.  It  is  tlierefore  a  mistaken 
Notion  tliat  Seminaries  at  a  Distance  from  the  Indians  and  only 
among  Christians,  are  fittest  for  the  Education  of  Indian  Youths. 
Besides  tlie  Difficulty  of  bringing  them  to  such  Seminaiies,  and 
the  small  Degree  of  Improvement  they  carry  from  them,  it  serves 
to  raise  their  Jealousy,  and  the  Transition  is  too  great  and  too 
sudden,  from  their  former  mode  of  Life,  to  that  which  tiiey  must 
hereby  enter  upon.  Any  Cliange  in  the  Manners  of  a  Savage 
People,  who  have  an  liigh  Sense  of  liberty,  like  the  Iroquois, 
should  be  gradually  effected.  It  should  in  some  measure  lie  the 
Result  of  their  own  Choice,  as  being  apparently  expedient,  not 
of  any  Violence  ;  wiiich  will  not  fail  to  rivet  them  firmly  to  tlieir 
Customs,  and  shut  their  Minds  against  Reason  and  Conviction. 
The  Indian  Countiy  is  evidently  the  properest  Place  to  fix  a 
Seminary  for  this  Purpose,  where  tlie  Parents  can  frequently  see 
their  Children  ;  by  wliich  all  Uneasiness  would-be  removed  from 
both,  and  those  other  Inconveniences  avoided.  It  would  also  be 
pleasing  to  tlie  Indians  in  general.     Tiiey  would  look  upon  it  as 
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a  Mark  of  our  Uegard,  and  Confidence  in  them.  This  would 
serve  to  reconcile  them  to  the  Instructions  and  Discipline  of  a 
College ;  and  induce  them  to  encourage  the  Institution,  even  from 
a  Principle  of  Gratitude,  But  I  shall  not  enlarge  on  tiiis  Head, 
as  this  Seminary  is  not  immediately  necessary.  It  must  be  tlie 
Worlc  of  Time ;  after  the  other  Parts  of  the  preceding  Plan  are 
carried  into  Execution,  and  a  consideralile  Progress  is  made  in 
each. 

After  much  Reflection  on  the  State  and  Disposition  of  the 
Indiana,  and  receiving  tlie  best  luformatjon  from  those  who  liad 
an  intimate  intercourse  with  them  for  many  years,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  this  Plan  is  well  adapted  to  their  Circumstances,  and 
would,  if  duly  executed,  produce  the  desired  Effect  in  converting 
them  to  Christianity.  If  that  can  once  be  Accomplished,  their 
firm  Attachment  to  us  will  naturally  follow,  and  their  Reduction 
to  a  civilised  State  will  be  gradually  and  insensibly  promoted  at 
the  same  Time.  Too  much  should  not  be  attempted  at  first ; 
especially  in  civilising  them.  It  would  probably  alarm  them, 
and  tliereby  defeat  the  whole  Design.  The  more  westerly  Trlhes 
have  yet  received  few  Impressions  of  Christianity,  and  are  least 
civilised.  These  should  therefore  be  treated  with  more  Caution 
than  the  Tribes  that  are  near,  or  surrounded  by,  our  Settlements. 
The  latter  fi-om  their  Intercourse  with  the  English,  have  adopted 
some  of  our  Manners,  and  Customs,  and  having  some  knowledge 
of  Religion  already,  are  very  desirous  of  furtlier  Insti'uction, 
All  indeed  are  willing  to  be  taught  to  read  and  write  so  that 
Schoolmasters  may  be  sent  immediately  to  all  the  principal 
Villages  of  the  Confederacy,  as  is  mentioned  under  the  second 
article  of  the  Plan.  These  will  have  an  opportunity  of  prepar- 
ing the  Way  for  Missionaries  among  the  remote  Tribes ;  and  the 
latter  may  be  introduced  in  a  little  Ti^i^;  without  giving  any 
Alarm  to  the  Savages.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  increase 
the  Number  of  Missionaries,  as  the  Indiana  are  in  a  proper  Dispo- 
sition to  receive  them ;  and  with  them,  Mechanics  may  be 
gradually  admitted.  When  Matters  are  thus  far  advanced,  the 
Work  may  be  looked  on  as  good  as  accomplished  ;  for  the 
remaining  Difficulties  and  Obstructions  with  Respect  to  the 
Indians,  will  be  easily  surmounted.     A  Seminary  at  Oneida  will 
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then  be  of  singular  use,  and  compleat  the  whole.  In  this  Plan 
r  have  said  Nothing  of  Interpreters,  which  will  be  necessary  for 
the  Missionaries  and  Schoolmasters  i^hen  tliey  first  begin ; 
because  I  imagine  they  may  be  procured  at  a  moderate  Expence  ; 
and  even  that  may  be  laid  aside,  in  a  little  Time,  when  the 
Missionaries  and  Schoolmasters  have  attained  some  Knowledge 
of  the  Indian  Language,  which  is  by  no  means  difficult  for  a 
Person  of  tolerable  Capacity. 

Having  tlius  iaid  down  the  Plan  which  I  conceive  should  be 
pursued  in  this  Business,  I  proceed  to  point  out  some  Circum- 
stances whicli  promise  Success  to  the  Attempt  at  this  Time. 

Tlie  general  Peace  now  subsisting  among  the  Indians  is  very 
taTourable  to  this  Design.  In  former  Times,  the  Iroquois  were 
almost  continually  engaged  in  War  ;  either  with  the  French,  or 
some  of  the  neighbouring  Indians.  A  State  of  War  must  neces- 
sarily obstruct  their  Conversion,  as  all  their  Men  are  on  these 
Occasions  called  into  tlie  Field  ;  their  Country  also  is  in  perpetual 
Alarms,  often  a  Scene  of  Blood  and  Desolation.  In  Times  of 
Peace,  lilie  the  present,  the  Inconveniencies  are  removed  ;  and 
they  are  at  Leisure  to  attend  instruction. 

Our  possession  of  Canada  is  another  Circumstance  peculiarly 
favorable  to  the  Conversion  of  the  Iroquois,  which  did  not 
exist  till  lately.  When  the  French  were  Masters  of  that  Prov- 
ince, they  were  sensible  of  how  much  Consequence  the  Friend- 
ship of  the  Indians  was  to  the  Security,  Trade,  and  Growth,  of 
their  Colony.  The  Government  therefore  gave  all  possible 
Encouragement  and  Assistance  to  their  Missionaries  in  convert- 
ing the  Savages-  To  this  and  the  Zeal  of  those  Missionaries, 
who  were  generally  Men  of  Abilities,  must  be  attributed  the 
great  Success  they  had  in  making  Indian  Converts. ,  The 
Iroquois  are  too  considerable  to  be  overlooked  b)'  a  People  so 
discerning  and  attentive  to  their  Interest  as  the  French.  They 
earnestly  courted,  and  with  much  Assiduity,  the  Friendship  and 
alliance  of  the  Iroquois.  These  Overtures  were,  for  the  most 
Part,  rejected  by  the  latter;  owing  fn  a  great  Measure  to  their 
Connection  with  us  :  And  altho'  the  French  were  generally  at 
War  with  the  Iroquois,  yet  their  Priests  had  sufficient  address 
to  gain  Admittance  araongthem,  and  proselyte  many.    This  gave 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


1108  MEMOEIAL  COKCEENING  THE  mOQrOIS  OE 

them  an  Opportunity  of  throwing  many  Difficulties  In  the  Way 
of  our  Missionaries,  which  tliey  have  failed  to  improve.  Tliey 
stucli:  at  Nothing  however  infamous  for  this  Purpose.  Tliey 
invented  and  pi-opagated  tlie  most  glaring  Falsehoods  to  prejudice 
the  Indians  against  us.  They  did  not  evea  hesitate  lo  persuade 
tliem  that  the  English  were  the  People  who  crucified  Jesus  Chrisl, 
and  that  the  Books  used  iy  our  Missionaries  were  wriitm  by 
the  Devil.  Tliese  Falsehoods  gained  Credit  among  the  Ignorant 
Savages,  especially  the  Popish  Converts  ;  and  the  Society's 
Missionaries  sensibly  felt  their  effects.  They  met  with  insuper- 
able Obstructions  in  the  Discharge  of  their  Duty;  their  Lives 
were  often  in  Danger,  and  they  were  obliged  to  fly  for  their 
Preservation.  Tlie  Scene  is  greatly  changed  at  present ;  for 
although  our  Possession  of  Canada  does  not  Intirely  Guard  us 
against  the  Practices  of  Popish  Emissarieg ;  yet  it  will  sccui'e  us 
from  the  Incursions  of  an  enemy,  and  enable  us  in  some 
Measure  to  confine  tlie  Priests  to  their  own  Tribes.  Any  Inter- 
ruption they  may  give,  cannot  defeat  the  Scheme ;  and  may 
serve  as  a  spur  lo  the  Industry  of  our  Missionaries,  who,  having 
the  Authority  of  Government  on  their  Side,  will  thence  derive 
gi'eat  advantages ;  such  as  must  give  them  a  Manifest  Superi- 
ority. I  shall  just  add,  tliat  from  the  above  Specimen  we  may 
judge  what  Impressions  the  Indian  Converts  to  Popery  are 
likely  to  receive  of  us  from  their  Priests  ;  and  what  Methods  f  lie 
latter  are  capable  of  using  to  prejudice  them  against  us.  For 
we  cannot  with  any  Colour  of  Reason  suppose  ilieir  Indian 
Missionaries  are  more  conscientious  now  than  formerly,  less 
bigotted  to  their  own  Religion,  or  entertain  more  iavourable 
sentiments  of  ours.  There  is  tJie  clearest  Proof  of  the  contrary. 
The  advanced  Population  of  our  Frontiers  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  Conversion  of  the  Iroquois.  Formerly  there  were 
very  few  English  Inhabitants  near  the  Indian  Villages,  which 
subjected  our  Missionaries  to  numberless  hardships  and  embar- 
rassments. Removed  far  from  our  settlements,  they  could 
seldom  converse  with  any  but  Savages.  They  often  found  it 
difficult  to  procure  the  common  Necessaiies  of  Life,  or  a  Place 
of  Refuge  in  Times  of  Danger,  which  were  frequent.  They 
were  obliged  to  rely  for  immediate  support  and  Protection  on 
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the  Indians  only ;  jnany  of  ivliom  were  not  well  aifected  to 
CliristiauUy ;  all  of  them  exposed  to  the  Ravages  of  a  barbarous 
Enemy.  Tliese  Inconveniences,  ]ike  the  former,  are  now  no 
more,  Our  Settlements  surround  some  of  the  Indian  Villages, 
and  are  not  very  Distant  from  others ;  so  that  Missionaries  may 
be  readily  supplied  with  wlmtever  Necessaries  they  want,  and 
will  be  under  no  apprehension  of  Danger  to  their  Lives.  Even 
the  Indians,  by  their  Vicinity  to  the  English,  and  Intercourse 
with  them,  are  become  much  more  tractable  and  humane.  In 
reality  the  State  of  Things  is  intirely  changed  from  what  It  was 
formerly  in  this  Respect;  and  all  to  the  Advantage  of  theDesign 
now  under  Consideration.  But  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stanee,  and  what  promises  success  the  most  of  any  to  an  attempt 
for  converting  tlie  Iroquois,  is  the  Desire  of  tlie  Iroquois  them- 
selves that  Missionaries  might  be  sent  to  instruct  them  in 
the  Priaeiples  of  Christianity.  They  have  repeatedly  made  this 
Request,  and  have  urged  it  with  much  Earnestness,  particularly 
at  a  Congress  lately  held,  where  2,400  Indians  from  tlie  diiferent 
Tribes  were  present,  This  shews  a  general  Disposition  in  the 
Iroquois  to  embrace  Christianity ;  and  tliat  the  Plan  now  pro- 
posed would  be  successful. 

These  particulars  might  be  enlarged,  were  it  necessary,  and 
others  added  to  them  which  would  evince  this  point  further. 
But  enough  has  been  said,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  remove  any 
Apprehension  of  a  Failure  in  the  Success  of  the  Scheme  now 
laid  down ;  or  that  the  Expence  and  Trouble  attending  it  would 
be  fruitless.  For  my  Part,  I  would  be  the  last  Person  to  recom- 
mend snch  a  Measure,  had  I  not  as  great  a  certainty  as  tlie 
Nature  of  the  Case  will  admit,  of  its  Success,  as  well  as  of  its 
general  Utility. 

But  altho  I  am  fully  satisfied  on  this  Head  ;  yet  1  am  sensible 
that  Objections  liave  been  raised  concerning  it.  It  will  therefore 
be  proper  in  this  Place  briefly  to  obviate  these :  Because  how- 
ever weak  or  ill-founded,  they  may  influence  even  the  Judicious 
for  Want  of  due  Information ;  and  I  would  wiJlingly  lay  before 
your  Lordship,  in  as  clear  and  concise  a  manner  as  I  could, 
whatever  might  tend  to  elucidate  the  Subject.     I  shall  select 
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some  of  the  most  plausible  Objections  that  have  come  to  my 
Knowledge, 

Among  other  Things  it  has  been  suggested— "  That  the 
"  Iroquois  are  such  an  ignorant,  barbarous  People,  that  they  are 
« incapable  of  being  civilised  or  brought  over  to  Christianity," 

But  this  Language  is  manifestly  dictated  by  Prejudice,  I  grant 
the  Iroquois  are  ignorant,  when  compared  with  civilised 
Nations ;  but  certainly  we  should  distinguish  between  Ignorance 
and  Dulness — between  the  Want  of  Knowledge  and  the  Want 
of  Capacity  to  receive  it.  WJioever  has  any  Acquaintance  with 
the  Iroquois,  must  know  they  are  not  deficient  in  Point  of 
Understanding.  No  People  have  more  Sagacity  to  discern  their 
Interest,  according  to  their  prevailing  Notions,  or  can  reason 
better  on  it ;  none  can  project  Schemes  with  more  Subtilty  to 
promote  it,  or  have  more  Spirit  and  Resolution  to  carry  those 
Schemes  into  Execution.  Their  Speeches  at  Treaties,  their 
Conversation  and  Conduct  are  incontestable  Proofs  of  this. 
Besides  it  is  well  known  that  such  of  them  as  will  learn  to  read 
and  write,  generally  make  a  more  xapid  Progress  than  Persons 
of  the  same  Age  among  us.  It  may  then  with  Truth  be  affirmed, 
that  the  Indians  are  not  inferior  in  their  Intellectual  Faculties 
to  other  Nations,  or  less  capable  of  Improvement.  Their 
Knowledge  indeed,  for  Want  of  Culture,  is  confined  within  a 
narrow  Circle ;  but  notwithstanding,  they  shew  a  Discernment, 
and  a  Force  of  Understanding,  which  place  them  on  a  Level 
with  the  Best  of  Mankind. 

It  is  further  granted  that  the  Iroquois  are  barbarous ;  but  this 
by  no  means  proves  that  they  are  incapable  of  being  civilised. 
We  know  of  very  few  Nations  which  were  not  originally  as 
barbarous  as  they.  No  ancient  People  surpassed  the  Greeks  in 
Knowledge,  Policy  and  Refinement  of  Manners ;  or  left  to  the 
World  such  Monuments  of  exalted  genius.  Yet  History  testifies 
that  the  Greeks  were  once  extremely  rude  and  savage— much 
more  so  than  the  Iroquois  at  present.  Without  Letters,  Laws, 
or  Policy,  or  even  Food  proper  for  Men,  they  wandered  in 
Fields  and  Woods,  having  no  Places  of  Shelter,  but  Dens  and 
Caverns.  Their  own  Writers,  and  those  of  best  Note,  confirm 
this  Account ;  and  that  many  Ages  had  elapsed  before  they 
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emerged  out  of  this  brutal  State.  It  was  by  very  slow  steps,  by 
repeated  Efforts  of  wise  and  great  Men,  tliat  they  rose  to  that 
Eminence  which  afterwards  so  much  distinguished  them.  About 
the  Commencement  of  the  Christian  Era,  the  Germans  and 
Britons  were  as  barbarous  as  the  Indians  of  this  Continent,  whom 
they  greatly  resembled  in  many  Particulars,  Yet  experience 
hath  evinced  tliat  those  Nations  were  as  capable  of  Improve- 
ment as  any  upon  Earth, 

As  to  the  American  Indians,  it  is  certain  tliat  the  Mexican,  a 
Nation  of  North  America,  were  civilized  in  a  high  Degree ; 
Ui^hen  first  discovered  by  the  Europeans.  This  was  also  the  Case 
with  the  Peruvians ;  and  aUlio  the  latter  were  Inhabitants  of 
South  America,  yet  the  near  resemblance  between  all  the 
Natives  of  this  vast  Continent,  affords  Llie  strongest  Presumption 
that  they  are  equally  capable  of  being  civilised.  That  the 
superior  Attainments  of  one  Nation  above  others,  in  ICnowledge, 
Arts  and  Policy,  ivere  owing  here,  as  well  as  in  other  Parts  of 
the  World,  to  local  circumstances,  and  other  Accidents,  not  to 
any  inherent  Difference  in  the  People,  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing Instance.  The  Indians  of  Paraguay,  for  several  years  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  were  among  the  moat  Savage  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  South  America,  yet  by  the  Endeavours  and 
Labours  of  tlie  Jesuits,  they  are  now  reduced  to  eivil  Life,  are 
regular,  industrious  Members  of  Society,  and  zealous  Professors 
of  Popery. 

These  Eeflectious  might  be  cai-ried  much  further.  But  I  shall 
only  observe,  that  the  Iroquois  resemble  other  barbarous 
Nations,  seem  to  have  much  the  same  Vices,  and  are  equally 
attached  to  their  own  Manners.  They  also  possess  the  same 
Faculties,  with  as  great  a  share  of  Reason  and  understanding,  as 
others  of  the  human  Species  in  '  general.  Experience  hath 
demonstrated  that  the  most  ignorant  and  barbarous  People  may 
be  civilised  ;  and  wliy  not  here  as  well  as  elsewhere  ?  I  am 
persuaded  that  no  solid  Reason  can  be  assigned  why  the  Iroquois 
should  be  an  Exception  to  the  general  Rule.  Human  Kature  is 
much  the  same  in  every  Clime  and  Age.  Culture,  with  otlier 
external  Circumstances,  constitute  the  principal  Difference 
betwen  the  various  Parts  of  Mankind.     For  we  find  the  same 
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i^ation,  at  dilTerent  Periods,  differ  from  itself,  iu  Point  of  Man- 
ners, as  mwch  as  the  most  distant  Nations,  can  differ  from  eacli 
other. 

It  is  certain  that  the  MoliawliS,  fix)m  tlie  Impressions  of 
Religion  they  liave  received,  and  tlieir  Intercourse  with  the 
English,  have  alrendy  made  considerable  Progress  towards 
civilised  Life.  Were  proper  Measni'es  taken  for  tlie  Purpose, 
tliere  can  be  no  Doubt,  but  much  more  might  be  done  tills  Way. 
Nothing  but  the  Want  of  those  Measures,  and  their  Connections 
with  the  Nations  of  their  Confederacy,  still  buried  In  Darkness 
and  Barbarity,  at  the  Head  of  which  they  are  ambitious  tp 
figure,  prevent  it.  If  the  Mohawks  were  intirely  to  adopt  our 
Manners,  their  luflnence  over  the  other  Tribes  would  be  at  an 
End.  But  if  these  Tribes  were  instructed  as  They  are,  the  Case 
would  be  very  different. 

As  to  the  Notion  that  the  Iroquois  cannot  be  converted  to 
Chiistianity,  it  is  utterly  groundless.  Not  to  mention  the  great 
Number  of  Converts  made  by  the  French  among  Nations  border- 
ing on  the  Iroquois,  and  equally  barbarous ;  the  Success  of  the 
few  Missionaries  we  sent  among  them,  is  a  sufacJent  Refutation 
of  it.  In  tlie  year  1745  Dr.  Barclay,  the  Society's  Missionary  to 
the  Mohawks,  was  obliged  in  Consequence  of  the  French  War, 
and  Practices  of  Popish  Emissaries,  to  abandon  Fort  Hunter. 
He  had  resided  in  that  Mission  8  yeai's  only :  during  which 
Time  the  Iroquois  were  often  engaged  in  War.  TJiis  wortliy 
Missionary  had  no  Interpreter ;  his  Life  was  frequently  in 
Danger  ;  besides  numberless  other  Difficulties  he  had  to  struggle 
with.  Yet  his  Congregation  consisted  at  Ills  Departure,  of  no 
less  tlian  500  Indian  Converts,  of  whom  more  than  80  were 
regular  communicants  ;  whicli  was  more  than  Double  tlie 
number  he  found  there  at  his  first  coming.  If  so  great  a  Pro- 
gress could  be  made  in  christianising  the  Indians  amidst  somany 
Obstructions ;  Reason  will  tell  us  that  mucli  greater  Progress 
miglit  be  made  in  it  at  present,  when  those  Embarrassmejils  are 
removed. 

It  Jiath  been  further  urged  on  this  Subject — "  Tliat  civilising 
"  a  barbarous  People  should  precede  any  Attempt  to  ciirisLianise 
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"  them  ;  aiid  before  they  can  be  made  Christians  tliey  must  first 
"  be  made  reasonable  Men." 

This  Objection  tho  plausible,  and  perhaps  true  in  some  Cases ; 
yet  %ill  not  liold  good  in  the  present  Instance.  Tliere  cannot 
indeed  be  much  hope  of  succeeding  in  the  Conversion  of  any 
People  to  Christianity,  who  are  continually  wandering  from 
Place  to  Place ;  because  in  such  Circumstances,  they  cannot 
enough  attend,  to  the  Instructions  that  are  delivered.  But  the 
Case  is  far  otherwise  with  the  Iroquois.  They  are  settled  iu 
ViUages,  where  they  reside  the  whole  year,  except  in  tlie  Season 
of  Hunting,  which  lasts  but  a  few  montiis ;  so  tliat  there  is 
sufficient  Time  and  Opportunity  for  Instruction. 

Christianity  is  certainly  most  likely  to  spread  among  People 
who  are  civilised  ;  because  the  Mind  is  thereby  prepared  in 
some  Measure  to  submit  to  its  precepts.  But  to  conclude  from 
thence,  that  a  barbarous  People  cannot  be  brought  over  to 
Christianity,  would  be  a  very  wrong  Inference.  The  many 
Converts  already  made  by  the  English  and  French,  among  the 
Savage  Tribes  of  North  America,  as  I  said  beibre,  are  a  Demon- 
stration of  the  contrary,  to  omit  other  Instancfs.  On  tlie  other 
Hand,  I  will  not  liesitate  to  afftrm,  tliat  one  of  tlie  most  effectual 
Methods  to  civilise  a  barbarous  People,  is  to  inculcate  Principles 
of  Religion  among  them ;  provided  they  reside  long  enough  in 
one  Place  to  attend,  and  are  willing  to  hear  them.  This  was 
hinted  at  before,  and  as  it  is  a  Point  of  some  Consequence,  should 
be  elucidated  a  little  farther. 

An  ignorant,  Savage  People,  accustomed  to  a  Life  free  from 
Care  or  Restraint,  and  possessed  of  an  higli  Sense  of  Liberty, 
cannot  without  the  utmost  Liiiiculty  be  brought  to  submit  to 
Labour  or  the  Conti-oll  of  Laws.  The  Pleasure  or  Benefits 
resulting  from  Knowledge,  Arts  or  refined  Manners,  liave  no 
Charms  for  tliem.  They  are  outweighed  by  their  Love  of 
Litierty  and  Ease,  wliicii  they  liold  in  much  greater  Estimation, 
Tiiis  liath  been  true  of  rude,  uncivilised  Nations  in  every  part  of 
the  World  ;  and  hence  we  find  tliat  Legislators  in  genera],  when 
attempQng  to  civilise  barbarous  People,  did  not  content  tliem- 
selves  with  merely  displaj'ing  tlie  temporal  Advantages  arising 
from  a  civihsed  State.     Sensible  that  some  Motives  more  pow 
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erful  were  necessary  to  counteract  inveterate  Habits  and 
Prejudices,  they  called  in  Religion  to  their  aid.  Accordingly 
they  availed  themselves  of  the  Belief  of  a  Suprcam  Being,  which 
they  found  People  everywhere  possessed  of,  and  made  it  stfbser- 
Tient  to  their  Pui-pose.  The  first  Thing  they  did  was  to 
confirm  thia  Belief,  institute  a  Ceremonial  of  Hellgions  Worsliip, 
and  mculcafe  the  Doctrine  of  a  future  Life.  This  Expedient 
had  the  debiied  Effect ;  and  accomplished  what  had  been  other- 
wise attempted  in  vain.  To  this  Purpose  we  have  the  Testi- 
mony of  some  of  the  most  judiclons  Writers  of  Antiquity,  that 
the  Eleusinian  Mysteries  (in  winch  were  probably  taught  the 
Belief  of  a  Supream  Being,  a  Providence  and  future  Life,  with 
the  Necessity  of  a  Rectitude  of  Moral  Conduct)  contributed 
more  than  any  other  Means  to  soften  the  Savage  Manners  of  the 
first  Inhabitants  of  Europe, 

These  Particulars  are  Pertinent  to  the  Point  under  Consider- 
ation. These  shew  the  Judgment  and  Practice  of  the  wisest 
Men  to  have  been  contrary  to  what  is  suggested  in  tliis  Objec- 
tion ;  and  Experience  evinced  that  they  judged  right.  We  may 
reasonably  conclude,  that  the  same  Measures  ought  to  be 
persued  in  similar  Circumstances  now,  as  well  as  formerly,  and 
that  tliey  will  be  attended  with  similar  effects ;  consequently, 
that  we  should  introduce  Religion  among  the  Iroquois  in  order 
to  civilise  them. 

The  Iroquois,  and  other  Indian  Tribes  of  Nortli  America, 
believe  in  a  God,  in  a  Providence  and  future  State  of  Existence, 
and  what  is  very  remarkable,  even  those  who  have  yet  had  no 
Tincture-  of  Christianity,  discover  the  most  reverential  Awe  of 
the  Supream,  Being,  and  pay  uncommon  Defference  to  the 
Ministers  of  Religion,  They  are  hereby  prepared  in  some 
Degree  for  receiving  the  Truths  of  Ciiristianity,  which  will 
naturally  dispose  them  to  Change  their  Manners,  and  admit  the 
Arte  of  civil  Life  ;  and  they  would  certainly  Spurn  at  any  Pro-, 
posal  for  introducing  the  latter  without  tlie  former.  My  opinion 
therefore  is  tliat  our  Endeavours  to  civilise  tiie  Iroquois,  and 
Convert  them  to  Christianity,  should  be  joined  together,  as  is 
Specified  in  the  preceding  Plan.     They  will  mutually  promote 
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and  assist  each  other ;  and  thus  the  End  in  View  will  be  more 
speedily  and  effectually  accomplished. 

I  said  before  "  that  good  Policy  required  the  Crown  should  be 
"principally  concerned  in  this  Business."  My  Reasons  were 
such  as  I  am  persuaded  your  Lordship  will  approve.  It  has 
been  the  Opinion  of  Government,  and  what  oui'  Proceedings, 
relative  to  the  Indians,  are  at  present  regulated  by.  That  all 
Transactions  with  them  should  pass  thro'  one  Channel,  and  be 
carried  on  in  the  Name  of  the  Crown.  This  was  wisely  judged  ; 
being  Cie  best  Expedient  to  unite  them  in  the  common  Cause, 
and  prevent  the  iU  Consequences  of  leaving  them  to  be  practised 
on  by  such  as  might  have  Interests  or  Views  of  any  Kind, 
inconsistent  with  those  of  the  State.  t)n  tliis  Principle,  the 
present  Plan  lias  a  peculiar  claim  to  his  Majesty's  Pati-onage, 
The  Indians  should  be  taught  to  look  np  to  Him  as  their  com- 
mon Father  and  Protector.  Nothing  would  have  a  greater 
Tendency  to  attach  them  to  His  Person  or  Government,  than  his 
contributing  a  Part  of  His  Royal  Bounty  to  support  a  Scheme 
calculated  to  procure  their  present  and  future  Happiness.  They 
would  consider  it  as  the  greatest  Mark  of  his  Friendship  and 
Regard  for  them.  Be  assured  that  even  those  Indians  who  have 
not  yet  been  Christianised,  would  view  it  in  this  Point  of  Light. 
His  Majesty's  Authority,  besides,  would  give  Weiglit  to  the 
Design,  and  promote  its  Success  j  and  therefore  His  Koyal 
Patronage  of  a  Plan,  by  which  these  important  Ends  are  to  be 
answered  would  be  highly  proper. 

Another  Circumstance  which  is  worthj'  of  particular  Nutice 
on  this  Head  is.  That  the  Indians  discover  a  much  greater 
Inclination  to  be  Instructed  in  tlie  Principles  of  Christianity  by 
Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England,  than  by  dissenting  Min- 
isters. The  Solemnity  of  our  Worsliip  is  more  pleasing  to  them, 
The  Savages  are  incapable  of  entering  into  the  spirit  of  our 
Religious  Disputes  and  Divisions,  or  of  forming  a  Proper  Judg- 
ment concerning  them.  As  we  are  all  under  one  King  and 
worship  one  God,  they  think  we  ought  to  have  but  one  Religion ; 
and  they  suppose  that  which  is  professed  by  the  King  is  best. 
Hence  proceeds  the  dislike  shewn  by  the  Indians  to  some  dis- 
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senting  Teaeliers  who  have  latelj'  attempted  tlieir  Conversion  ; 
for  on  liearing  their  Eeligion  was  not  the  same  with  tlie  King's 
they  were  much  disgusted.  Besides,  the  gloomy  Cast  of  those 
Teachers,  aiid  their  Mode  of  Worsliip,  ai'e  forbidding  and  disa- 
greable  to  the  Indians.  But  the  present  Plan,  which  proposes 
tliat  they  should  be  proselyted  by  Clergymen  of  the  National 
CJiurch,  would  be  clear  of  those  Embarrassments ;  and  as 
Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  of  England,  it  should  be  carried 
on  in  his  Majesty's  Name.  Or  even  supposing  that  tlie  Dissent- 
ers should  at  least  prove  successful  in  their  endeavours  among 
the  Indians;  yet  it  deserves  serious  Consideration,  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  eligible  and  safe  that  the  Iroquois  wei'e 
Converted  to  the  National  Faith,  and  in  such  a  Manner,  as 
would  indubitably  secure  their  Pidelity  to  the  Crown.  I  shall 
Eot  enlarge  on  so  deUcate  a  Point.  Your  Lordship  can  reflect 
on  this  Hint, 

I  have  now  gone  through  wliat  I  proposed  on  this  Subject,  and 
have  studied  Brevity  as  fiu'  as  was  consistent  with  Perspicuity. 
I  shall  not  trespass  farther  on  your  Lordship's' Patience  than  to 
observe — That  eveiy  Motive  of  Humanity  and  good  Policy — of 
Regard  to  our  Safety  and  Welfare,  loudly  calls  for  some  vigorous 
Measures  with  Respect  to  the  Iroquois,  to  secure  tlieir  Friend- 
ship, prevent  their  Seduction  by  Soman  Catholics,  and  guard 
against  the  Evils  that  may  be  thence  apprehended,  as  well  as 
those  we  may  surely  expect  from  their  Continuance  in  their 
present  savage  State.  The  Method  to  eifect  all  this,  I  have 
taken  the  Liberty  to  point  out.  The  Expence  attending  it  is 
trivial  when  compared  with  the  Advantages  we  shall  certainly 
reap  from  it ;  about  £500  Sterl.  a  year  being  suiEcient  for  the 
Purpose  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  there  never  will  be  again 
such  a  Concurrence  of  Circumstances,  as  at  present,  to  favour  a 
Design  of  this  Kind.  I  shall  only  add ;  that  Nothing  would 
reflect  gTeater  Lustre  on,  or  be  more  worthy  of,  our  present 
gracious  Sovereign,  who  is  Himself  an  illustrious  Example  of 
every  Virtue,  than  to  deliver  those  poor  Savages  from  their 
present  wretched  State  of  Darkness,  Error  and  Barbarity,  and 
diffuse  the  Blessiugs  of  Keligion  and  social  Life  among  them  ; 
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thereby  securing  many  Benefits  to  the  Comniiity,  particularly  to 
His  Subjects  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  who  have  in  numberless 
Instances  already  experienced  the  Effects  of  His  Boyal  Munifi- 
cence and  Paternal  goodness. 

The  whole  is  submitted,  with  all  OeiTerence,  to  your  Lord- 
ships Judgement  and  Wisdom. 
JVw-For/c,  Octob.  1,  1771 
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a  Indian 


u  pationh&i  at  N.  Y.  and  pvopoBcs  to 
dediceite  his  nork  to  Sir  'Win.  Johnson 
and  Gov.  Moore,  412;  eolMts  an  intro- 
duction to  Lord  Hillsborough,  413;  desareB 
to  he  inttodnoed  to  tlie  See.  for  prop,  the 
gospel,  414;  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  remits  the 
names  t*  several  enhsoribers  lo,  415 ;  urges 
the  abolition  of  the  gcneml  system  of- 
iiceneea  to  Indian  traders,  41S. 
Adriaens,  Mnryu,  makes  an  attempt  on 
Dlreotor  Kietta  life,  11;  his  followers 
deniand  his  releme,  12 ;  sent  Co  Holland, 
ib. ;  antliot' 


:o  attack  the  Indians 


.,_.   .,  103. 

AraiehronoQB,  distant  twenty  leaguta  from 
Sort  Orange,  24. 

Agelsaeenens,  the  Hekiwarea  So  cMled  by 
the  Iroclnoia,  24. 

Agrieultnce  in  the  Mohawk  valley  in  1786, 
state  of,  348,     (see  Crops.) 

Albany,  (see  FdH  Orange.)  latltnde  and 
longitude  of,  l78;  fort  at,  180;  oensuE 
of,  in  1733,  1S4;  tablo  of  the  distaooes 
from  Crown  Point  to,  287 ;  the  barraolis 
at  the  Patroon's  mllie  near,  burned,  302 ; 
the  Prasbjterions  of,  allowed  the  use  of 
the  government  forage  house  for  worship, 


a  first  Presbyterian  olei^yi 
a74,  383 ;  the  corporation  of,  eneonroge 
Dr.  'WheelMk  to  remove  his  Indian  Bohool 
to  their  vicinity,  and  vindicate  the  ohar- 
aoter  of  the  magistracy  and  constituents 
of,  377;  Dr.  Wheelook  disolaima  all  In- 
tantlen  of  impeaching  the  aharocter  of  the 


recommended  to  form  one  miesion,  419; 
Bev.  Wm.  Hanna,  foiinerly  PresbyteritHi 
minister  of,  desires  to  take  orders  in  tha 
church  of  England,  44G ;  names  of  the  first 
elders  of  the  Presbyterian  chuich  at,  449 ; 
Eev.  Mr.  Munro  has  a  good  oongregation 
at,  482;  and  makes  a  collection  in  Sen- 
¥ork  for  the  Episcopal  ohureh  at,  484 ; 


60Si 


■.  Mr.  : 


Butch  n 


IS  to  be  appoint 


,  Ethan,  ond  other  rioters  ordered  to 

be  arrestcdi  749;  violent  conduct  oral 
threats  of,  704;  heads  the  rioters  at  Otter 
oieek,  S4S,  851,  892,  853,  SS4:  and  others 
erect  their  ju^ment  seat,  36D,  et  sea., 
proclamation  offering  a  reward  for  iJib 
arreat  of,  and  other  rioters,  B71;  orders 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hoi.gh  to  be  whipped  for 
acting  as  a  ma^sljrate  under  Ne\V  Torlc, 
8116;  signs  a  certdficate  to  that  efi'eijt, 
B97;  writes  to  theN.  Y.  Prov.  congress 
expressing  a  desire  of  reiioncilistion,  and 
thanking  them  for  their  resiieetfnl  treat- 
ment ofliimself  and  the  rest  of  tha  Green 
Monntnlnboje,  Sl9;  threatens  the  people 
of  Cumberland  co.  with  the  Green  Moun- 
tain hoys,  901 ;  anreste  several  persons'  In 
Cumberland  CO.,  965;  complaints  against, 
forwarded  to  oongresg,  B70,  B7I ;  jnstiEca- 
tion  of  his  proceedings,  98n ;  outrage 
committed  on  the  inbahitants  of  Cnmbeir- 
land  CO.  by,  complained  of  to  Congress, 
1013. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


to  Iho  king,  332, 
Amefortt,  (see  Platlaads.) 
Amstardam,  a  colony  aent  to  !K 


■;  Rev,   Wm., 


e  of,   419,    . 


aahool,  46S;  coDverts  Ills  gntm mar  EObool 
into  nil  ooadBmy,  4T0 ;  offers  io  officiate 
oooaslonnlly  at  Jolinstown,  ill, 
Win.  Johnson  rMommenda,  to  oi 
Schcnecladj,  173 ',  retiree  fi'om  Scuenecta- 
dy,  493;   ptOoeads  to  Virpnia,,  IBS:  ap- 


]uine  (it 


plieafort 


.    Fort 


Angell,   Capt.  Stiin"l,   report  of  his  ficont 

toward  Ttnondeixiga,  274. 
Animals  of  N-  Netherlftud,  4, 113, 119. 
Apalaohy  monntains,  two  bmnehas  of  the 

SoBOnehajina  rirer  rise  from  the,  173, 
Apthorp,  Rev.  East,  332,  333. 
Arbo,  John,  sec'y  to  the  Moravians,  aolioita 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson's  fayor  for  the  latter, 

374. 
Ar^le,  namos  of  the  settlers  in  the  iawa 

Arlington,  names  of  the  inhaUtanls  of  the 
lownahip  of,  586, 

Armonek,  39. 

Artillery,  the  N.  ¥.  Bine,  naraes  of  the 
officeiB  imd  soldiers  of,  211. 

Assembly  of  N.  Y.,  sapteimial,  when,  256 ; 
ionmala  of  the  H.  Y.,  printed  bi  "     ■ 

Qaine,  385;  cleetioa  ' "^ 

Cmger  elected  speaker  or  tna,  im ;  i-eporc 
to  tlie,  on  the  outrages  of  the  Eenniiiglon 


.ted  by  Hneh 
iw,m;  Mr. 


AaaoBsraBnt  rolls  of  the  Eve  But' 
L.  I.,  14L 

),  2B2. 


Attorney- Beneral  of  Keiv-Tork,  how  ap- 
pointed, IBl. 

Anehtnuty,  Rev.  Dr.,  inTites  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Barton  to  become  a  member  of  the  Soc. 
for  Prop,  the  gospel,  361 ;  Sir  Wm.  John- 
son's  letter  to,  on  tho  election  for  mem- 
bers of  aSEembly,  403!  Join'  SuM, 
sehoolmaEtec  at  B.y  ask  ad  1  f  ahont 
the  propriety  of  m  vi  g  t  F  t  J  hnson, 
408)  isof otom  th  tAlb  nyamlSahen- 
eet^j   should   h         h  t  p  Ecopal 

,  minister,  419)  f  rib  mentl  f  421, 
422;  iotrodaoe    R       Mi    F   b     to  Sir 


of  a  true  ehurchma 


'3  the 


thanka'of  the  N  Y  Ep  so  pal  co  ention 
to  Sir  Wm.  Johnso  U5  mf  m  d  that 
tie  Lutheran  m    lat        f    t  by  de- 

sires to  joiu  th  Ep  ?c  p  1  b  h  445 1 
also,  that  the  R       Mr   Bann  xions 

to  conform,  44&     gi        h  as  to 

enconraging  th  d  ■«  t  g  m  listers  to 
take  ordeta  in  th  h  reli  f  B  g  450 1 
Sir  Wm,  Johns  mmun  oat*   ti    state 

of  religioii  in  th   M  h     k     II  y  W,  4 


h     TI 


Ckl 
b  ought 


entirely  ignora  t    f 

by  the  Soo.  fo    P    1      -     „    .  -      „ 

Sir  Henry  Moo       OOS      ee  mm    da  cer- 
tain   persona   t     6     HUl  to  7     ffloers  for 
Glocester  co.,  6  8 
Lnokland,   Lord     b   g    plii-al     1    ti.h    of. 


477. 
.very.  Rev.  David      tt    ds  th 

Fort  Stanwix,     91 
,  Rev.  Bphcflim     B  g 


ik,  Henry,  report  of  hia  scout 

3  George,  288;  proposes  taking  holy 

re  and  establishing  an  Episcopal  i 


scheme,   497 
Wm.  Johnson,  499, 

,   Rev.  Luke, 

f,  4DI. 


437;  bio- 
of,  492;  BicWm.  John- 
'ably  impressed  with  bis 
■gee  his  plan  on  Sir 


biographical   sketi 


Bailey,  Gen.  Jacob,  reports  to  the  N.  Y. 
oonvention  that  a  number  of  the  NeiT 
Hampahira  grants  have  declared  iBde}ien- 

Mountiun'bilys,  9.11, 
Bftinbridge,  O'ce,  CUatm,  tovmsMp.) 
Baker,  Remember,  names  of'the  persons  whe 

rescued,   777;    violent    eondnet  of,   599, 


Earher,  Eev.  Jonathan,  319. 

Barclay,  Rev,  Henry,  Sir  Wm.  Johnson's 
letter  io,  respeottng»Mr.  Bennett,  .309) 
requested  to  saperintend  the  printing  of  a 
new  edition  of  the  Indian  prayer-book, 
321,  326;  &irWm.  Johnson  transmits  a 
plan  tor  the  neW  Indian  prayer-book  to, 
330;  letter  of,  to  Rev.  Samt  Johnson  on 
the  propriety  of  Mr.  Bennett  proceeding 
to  the  Mohawks  in  capacity  of  oaEeehist, 

Barnard,  Gov.,  Lord  George  SaokTillo  talked 

Barometei',  tiie,  not  subject  to  violent 
ohangcB  in  the  Prov.  of  H.  Y.,  175. 

Barrington,  Great,  ct^llectton  for  a  chureh 
at,  373, 

Barton,  Bev.  Thomas,  sendsSir  Wm,  John- 
son an  electrical  apparatus,  3B0  ■,  biogra- 
phical notice  of  the,  301 ;  desonbes  the 
condition  of  the  Pennsylvania  western 
fronUer,  881;  applies  for  leave  to  culM- 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


yatB  some  land  near  Ltineaatur,  SS2 ;  letter 
of  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to,  43S. 
Battle  betiveu  the  Dnlch  and  the  Indiana  in 

EandMtius,    Gnlielioiis,  some    account  of, 

132. 
BaxMr,  Lient.,   leads    an    English   party 

agaiosb  tJie  InQiaug,  14, 15. 
Bay,  Eer.  Andrew,  2d  Preehyteiian  min- 

isteY  at  Alhanj,  biographical  notice  of, 

-,  JuiigB  Elisha  H.,  384, 

Bear,  habita  of  the,  IIS, 

Seardsley,   Eer.  John,  Spiacopal  minister 
ofPonglikeeiisie,  1U5B. 

Beayer,  description  of  the,  12I), 

Becker,  Pieler,   report  of  hia  aoont  to  the 
east  of  Lahe  George,  278. 

Baeren  island,  where,  99. 

Bennet,    Mv.    reoommended    ta    Bit  Wm, 
Johnson,  309;  nolJca  of,  332, 

Bennington,  tlia  toira  of,  patented,  633; 
claimed  to  be  within  the  Prov.  of  H.  Y,, 
iS&;  names  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
tonusMpof,  595;  aoiilitarj  eompany  es- 
tabliflhad  at,  162 ;  Esq,  Munro  applies  for 
grotoctlon  agtunst  the  riotsrs  at,  776; 
lenient  measnrea  towards  them  Teoorn- 
mended,  777  \  armed  organiialion  of  the 
people  irf,  77a ;  governor  Xryons  letter  to 
the  inhabitants  of.  Lb. ;  names  of  the 
leadei's  of  the  mob  of,  7B0,  781;  order  re- 
specting tlie  sufferers  from  tbe  mob  of, 
788 1  report  of  the  eounoil  on  the  daordeiii 
at,  ill.  i  oonditioia  offered  bj  the  govern- 
ment of  H.  Y-  to  the  people  of,  792;  a 
report  of  a  publio  meeting  at,  ih, ;  "  - 
Trjon  reqnires  the  inhabitanta  of,  t 
oertain  families  into  re-posses^on  of  tbeiF 
landa  at  Otter  creek,  793-,  orders  of  the 
Qov.  and  oounral  of  N.  Y.  respeoUng  cer- 
tain lettetB  leoelTed  (ram,  796;  fnrthei 
outrages  oommitted  by  the  moh  of,  799, 
830;  the  people  of,  send  an  agenttoLon- 
don  to  demand  an  alteration  in  the  jnn9- 
ilction  of  the  Prov.,  802;  the  mob  of, 
destroy  Col.  Beid's  settlement  on  Otter 
creek,  843 ;  and  Mr.  Munro's  pot  ashei 
845;  a  military  force  demanded  to  i 
down  the  rioters  at,  ib.,  846,  354,  884; 
man  immemifallr  whipped  hj  the  n: 
of,  864 ;  Lord  Diortmoutn  diatpproveB  of 
calling  out  the  mililary  agranst  the  i'  ' '  ' 
at,  856;  the  people  of  Charlotte  o 
danmnd  proteetion  against  the  mob  of, 
Ib, ;  ths  rioters  of,  ereot  their  judgment 
seat,  8S9,  et  sag.,  Esq.  Speneer^a  noasa 
fired  by  the  moh  of,  867;  report  t 
N.  Y.  assembly  on  the  prwoeedings  of  the 
mob  of,  869 ;  the  rioters  ait  in  judgment 
at,  873 ;  erect  fortifications  on  Otter  oreefc 
and  Onion  river,  876,  8B3 ;  and  deolare 
those  who  aoeept  oommissionB  of  the  peaoe 
enemies  of  the  conntry,  831 ;  Rev,  J 
Hough  moat  cruelly  whipped  by  the  mob 
of,  398,  el  seq.,  Lt,  Qov,  Colden  reports 
to  Lord  Dartmouth  the  reoent  outrages 
committed  by  the  rioters  of,    914;  forts 


the 


n  Point  I 


...zed  by 
schack.) 


Beniel,  Adolphns,  notice  of,  854, 

"ible,  not  a  gilt  qua.to,  for  sale  io  Ken- 
York,  396. 

illingsj  Capt.  B-oger,  report  of  bis  scout  to 
the  narrows  of  Lake  Champlaia,  274. 
ii-ds  of  N.  Hethorland,  4, 122. 
lanohaid,  Joseph,  oolonel  of  the  JS.  Hamp- 


a  battle  with  the  Indians  at,  73. 
Blokj  Adiiaen,  discovers  voiious  partj  of 

H.  Netherland,  115. 
Blom,    Domine,   vislta  the  Manhatons  67 ; 


retun 


Boarlman,  Ecv,  Joseph,  319, 

Board  of  trade,  extract  of  Gov.  Wentworth's 
letter  to  the,  54S;  Lt.  Qov.  Colden  ad- 
vises the,  of  the  dispute  between  S.  Y. 
and  N,  Hampshire  as  to  houudB,  ilSO, 
BO?;  transmits  0ot,  Wentworths  procla- 
matiDu  to  the,  and  pronannees  the  Hev 
"■-ipshlre  grants  to  have  been  made  for 


__  grants  can  bo  settled,  718; 
plan  of  the,  for  the  settlement  of  the 
diffloulties  respecting  the  N.  Hampshire 
granta,  803;  approved,  827.  <see,  Trion, 

Bogardne,  Rev.  Mr.,  drmraed.  111, 

Boni6ice,  Rev,  Frs„  293. 

Book  of  common  wayer  in  the  Moliawk 
langnage.     (see.  Prayer  Book.) 

Bostcn,  latitnile  and  long,  of,  17S;  the 
Scotch  eommiBrfoners  at,  propose  to  estab- 
lish English  schools  among  the  Indians, 
814;  people  of,  apprehensive  that  some 
of  them  TviU  be  oaUed  to  G.  Britain  by  a 
lord  chief  jnstice^s  warrant,  493. 

BoBwyok,     (see,  BusMricte,) 

Boimdariea  of  the  Prov.  of  N.  York,  177, 

Bradley,  B.,  attorney -geneii^I  of  tbe  Prov. 
of  N.  York,  report  on  the  eastern  boun- 
dary of  that  province  Ig',  537, 

Biainerd,  Rev.  John,  357. 

Brant,  Joseph,  an  aooonnt  othis  ifitrmtiietion 
to  the  Bev.  Dr.  Wheelook's  school,  31)5; 
Rev.  Br.  Wheelock's  chandler  of,  323; 
Mr.  C,  J.  Smith  designs  to  take,  as  an 
interpreter,  io  the  MDlm.wk  conntry,  326; 
and  to  defaiy  the  expense  of  his  educa- 
tion, B2fi;  ordered  to  return  home,  330; 
assists  In  translating  part  of  the  new  tea- 
iament  into  the  Mohawk  language,  503. 

Brattleborough,  declaration  of  the  people  at, 
of  their  allegiance  to  N.  York,  936 ;  repre- 
sentatjon  of;  to  the  N.  Y.  Prov,  congreai, 
937;  census  of,  1034. 

Breahenridge,  James,  sent  by  the  people 
of  Bennington  to  London,  to  demand  an 
alteration  in  the  iurisdietion  of  the  Prov, 
ofN.  Y.,  802. 

Breeden  Roedt,  estraota  fmm  the,  99, 

Bressani,  Rev.  Frs.  Jos.,  292. 

Breucklen.    (sec  Brooklyn.') 

Brief  eonsiderations  on  the  subject  of 'the  in- 
dependence of  Vermont,  933, 

Brookland.     fsee  Broolebi't.) 

Brooklyn,  the  Indians  of,  eallti  Meroke- 
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wBcka,  102;  »aaii53me7it  roll  oT,  in  1615, 
HI;  population  of,  in  173B,  IBS;  muiies 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  in  1T33,  196. 

Brown,  J.  Vf.,  of  Soheneetiuij,  Eome  par- 
ticulars of,  38T. 

— ,    Kev.  Thomaa,  apoloj^izea    for  not 

being  able  to  ™it  J'ort  Hunter,  Sni; 
iioliee  of,  ib.;  aoqnaiots  Sir  Wm.  John- 
mn  of  his  inlanded  visit  to  the  Motawk 
iMatlo,  347;  detennined  to  oppoae  the 
settleDient  of  Dr.  'Wheelock's  teachers  at 
Fort  Hnnter,  367 ;  proposes  viailSng  John- 
son hall,  B6S;  accused  of  ve-baptising 
cbilJi-cn  already  christened  hy  Trcabji*- 


rian  ministeia,  369 ;  invited  to  officiate  at 
OreaC  Barrbgton,  373. 

Broimiats,  the,  obliged  to  quit  England,  131. 

Brujas,  Rey.  Jacouea,  293. 

Burton,  Rev,  Dr.  Daaiel,  6eo"j  to  the  Soo. 
for  Prop,  the  gospel,  biog.  memoir  of, 
378;  mentioned,  423;  Bir  Wm.  Johnson 
acquainta,  that  he  has  engaged  the  Kev. 
Mr,  Mosely  as  minister  of  JohnBtomi, 
481  i  ancoeedfid  «s  seo'y  by  Dr.  Hind,  486. 

BushWicik,  SBEEBBment  roll  of,  in  1G76,  111; 
popnlatjon  of.  Is  1738,  IBS;  names  of  tha 
inhabitnuts  of,  in  1738,  ISIB. 


Cadarakiu,  the  Oneida  riTCV  falls  into  Lttlse, 
173;  Lake  Brie  and  the  weatem  lakes 
ooniinunieatewithl,ako,  174;  the  French 
hare      ■        ■    "■- 


Crivii 


a  Indiaj 


Cambridge,  ortielcB  of  union  agreed  to  at, 
10(14;  snbmiBHOn  of  the  people  of,  to  N. 
York,  1007. 

Campbell,  Daniel,  notice  of,  419. 

Ganada,  nnmher  of  persona  in  1738  caiiable 
of  bearing  arms  in,  240;  father  Kobanlt 
writea  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  on  tha  naoea- 
^ty  of  the  English  retaining,  336;  trane- 
mits  to  Gen.  Amheist  a.eode  of  civil  laws 
for,  338;  the  clergy  of  the  R.  C,  church 


1,  3S8. 

Tlev.  Mr.  H , 

;  Rer,  Mi.  Oel, 
BiAseopal  ndnistet  at,  308;  Rey.  Mr, 
Lappina,  minister  ab,  336 ;  Philip  Jona- 
than, Indian  rahoolniRftei'  at,  339;  cost 
of  the  Episcopal  ohuroh  at,  429;  Key. 
M     H  com    g 

estog   la  d  -aea 
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Canymg  places  In  the  proymee  of  Nen 
¥ork,  173;  that  at  Hiogara  In  the  hands 
of  the  French,  241. 

"  Case,  the,  of  the  Episcopal  churches  eon- 
aidered."    (see  PampUet.') 

Cashiektunk,  aji  Indian  settlement,  177. 

Castor,  what,  121. 

Catholics  in  N.  Kelhetlood,  22. 

Cattle,  prioea  of,  in  N.  Neiherland,  32;  In 
N.  Eng.,  S'l;  t«miB  on  which  aettlers 
obtained,  36;  dom^c,  in  N.  Nether- 
land,  lis. 

Cayogfls,  strength  of  the,  in  1770,  427 ;  the 

symbol  of  the,  433. 
Census  of  the  five  Dutch  towns  on  1.  I., 

119  -,  of  the  proyinoa  ot  New  York  ocdscsd 


to  be  taken,  166 ;  of  the  aeyeral  counties 
in  tha  Prov.  of  S.  T.,  184,  et  seq.,  US. 

Center,  a  Mohawk  jonth,  sent  to  Dr. 
Wheelock  to  be  educate^,  returns  home 
and  dies,  306. 

Chamberlain,  Rey.Theopbilus.remoEstiate* 
with  the  Bey.  Mr.  Broim  for  haying  re- 
baptized  children  already  cbristened  by 
Presbyteiian  miEsionoiles,  868;  notice  of 
the,  370;  explains  his  moliye  for  remon- 
strating with  the  Rey.  Mr.  Brown,  371. 

OhnmberB,  Capt.  Thomas,  39,  42 ;  supplies 
bocaBS  to  the  C}:pedilion  against  the  In- 
dians, 71  [  mentioned,  83,  90,  97. 

Chambly,  in  ITSS,  description  of,  240. 

Champlain  lake,  the  I'rcnch  erect  a  fort  on 
the  Bonih  end  of,  176;  joa     -■      " 


3  for   the 


uuty   on    the  e 


Le  of,  578. 
Chandler,  Rey,  Dr.,  the  appeal  of,  approved 

by  seieiiiil  bishops,  410    about  paWishmg 

a  ymdication  of  his  appeal,  ib 
Charles    Bobert,  agent  irf  iia  province  of 
■    New  York    '•i'' 


of  for  a  miht 
asramstChe  Pe 
plies  for  the  m 


mgton  r 


ilege  of  electing  a 

Charlton,  Bev-  Mr.,  1064. 
Chatham,  popolation  of,  774. 
Chaumonot,  Rev.  Pierre  M.,  292. 
Chauncj,  Key.  Br.,307,  314. 
Chief  Justice  of  New  York,  how  appi 


of,  to  .__  „..__,  ... 

Church,  Col.  Timothy,  potitiona  tha  leds- 

latore  of  N.  T.  in  behalf  of  the  Torment 

snffercta,  1014. 
ChuiBh  of  England,  ontcry  in  Pcnnsylyania 

against  the  bishops   and,  381;  on  a  ro- 

spactabla   footing   in  N.    York,   404;    a 


MBiGooi^le 


Clai 


cJorKy  of  the,  in  tlie  state  of  N.  Y.  un- 
cumproinisiiig  in  ttaeic  loyalt;  during  the 
revululjoiiiirj  -Btraggla,  SWf;  townahip 
gtimted  by  the  fi-ov.  of  N.  Y.  to  the 
eiatgy  of  Uib,  596. 
arte,  Lt.  Uov.,.  lays  certCkin  qusiiea  he- 

oODsUtudoD  111  the  proiiaca  of  N.  York, 
by,  130. 

.,  Key.  Eiebd  614. 

Lleat.   Diuiisl,  seont  of,   to  Tioon- 

deiDga  and  Crown  Point,  2B1 ;  sends  Dr. 
Biurda;  a  copy  of  the  old  Jn^an  prayer- 
book,  ^30 ;  referred  to  as  having;  a  perfeot 
copy  of  the  Indian  prayer-book,  341; 
aomposea  an  Indian  pruuer,  5US. 
Clft^erack,  five  tribea  of  orer  Indians  meet 

OULy,  J  ames,  calls  on  the  several  toirna  of 
Cumberlaod  ooimtj'  to  declare'  vfhether 
ibey  desire  to  separate  from  Kew  York, 
922;  repovte  that  efiorts  are  making  to 
haTe  the  N.  H.  grants  formed  into  a  new 
state,  V2S;  authorized  by  N.  York  to 
iSroalatB  the  reaolutionB  of  congress  dis- 
mismr^  the  application  of  Vermont  to  be 
acknowledged  an  independent  stote,  940; 
report  of  Uie  proceedings,  and  order  for 
tie  Kreat  of,  947 ;  why  ha  was  arrested, 
at  by  Cnmberloiid  eo.  W  report  to 
'''  liSouities  under  whioh  that 
,  849  (  the  Vermont  poity 
make  a  levy  on,  960. 

CleaveUnd,    Kev.    Ebencaer,   biog.    notice 


K.  W 


theProv.  of  N.York,  181. 

CUmate  ot  N,  Ketharland,    3,  23;   of  N. 
York,  1J6. 

CLiftTOS,  George,  goTomoc  of  the  provinoe 
of  N.  York,  is  notified  by  Sor.  Wentwortl 
that  ho  proposes  making  "rants  of  the  un- 
improtcd  lands  within  bia  government, 
631;  olaima  the  ffionnectiout  river  ofi  tin 
west  Irannds  of  K.  York,  53S ; .  is  informed, 
by  Gov.  Wentivortb  that  he  bos  panted  a 
(latent  for  ^e  townsliip  of  Bennington, 
ib. ;  esplains  why  Conn,  and  Mass.  west 
bounds  approach  so  new  to  the  Hudson 
tiver,  iU;  and  claims  the  town  of  Ben- 
niD'ton  to  be  within  the  territory  of  N. 
Y.&36!  informs  Got.  Wentworth  that  tke 
goveinmeotofN.  Y.  is  ready  toescl 
copies  of  eaoh  other's  representatio 
the  king  on  the  differenoe  between 
oa  to  bounds,  536;  Gov.  Wsntworlh 
promises  to  tmnsmit  an  authendo  copy 
of  tte  lepresentftiion  of  New  Hampshire 
to,  5ST. 

,  George,  Gov.  of  the  state  of  New 

York,  grants  leave  to  the  Bev.  Mr.  Stuart 
to  proceed  to  Canada,  611;  candidate  foi 
governor,  S4S ;  issues  a  proclamatjon  set- 
ting forth  the  terms  offered  bythe  stata 
of  H.  Y.  to  the  people  of  the  N.  Hamp- 
Ebtro  grants,  391;  Cumberland  Co.  peti- 
tions, for  protection,  95T ;  Col.   Ptttetson 


communicate 

s  various 

nstanccsofcppres- 

sion  auffei-ed 

in  Vein 

ont  by  the  friends 

of  N.  Y.  to 

960,  ree 

mnenda  tlje  latter 

toacku 

irledge  tlie  antbo- 

rityofVecm 

nt,  SS2; 

writea  to  president 

Jay  on  tlie  s 

bjeot,  »64i  and  ioforms  him 

of   further 

utrages 

Green  Mountain  boys 

966;  intends  caU- 

ing  out  the  n 

iUtiafor 

le  protection  of  the 

people    of   Brattleboro'    unless    congresB 

67;  president  Jayoommuni- 

eates  the  aotion  of  con 

greas  thereupon  to. 

S67i  the  N. 

Y.  coog 

essional  delegation 

dent  Jay  transmits  Che  names  of  the 
committee  of  congress  appointed  to  rep^ 
totheiobabifantsoftheN.  H.  grants,  to, 
969;  is  obliged  to  take, the  field  against 
the  common  enemy,  970 ;  compliuna  of  tha 
iuattention  of  congress  to  l^  complaints 
of  N.  Y.,  and  of  sundry  insults  offei-ed  to 
the  elvil  autbority  of  that  slato  by  officers 
in  the  service  ol  the  U.  B-,  971 ;  is  of 
opinion  that  the  measure  of  sutTerings  of 
tlie  slate  of  JS.  Y.  b  nearly  full,  973  j  re- 

delegatjon  on  the  same  su^eot,  974; 
communicates  to  Gea.  Washington  liis  in- 
tenlion  of  convening  the  state  legislatare 
for  the  purpose  of  vindlcaling  the  authority 
of  government,  and  reqnests  the  return 
of  sundry  field  pieces  loaned  to  tha  V.  S. 
army,  976;  transmits  to  tlie  legisbvtnre 
of  Mew  York  the  act  of  oongress  for  set- 
tling the  disturbances  in  tiie  N.  E.  dis- 


his  advice  to  the  oo 

mmitte 

s  oo  tlie 

evland 

1010  i  advises 

eprisa 

^  of  the  Stat. 

th 

H    H 

sho 

Id  they  attaol 

tl      f 

ds    f  N  Y., 

and 
All 

m  to  congress, 

013 

i    t    f 

Ethan 

cainto 

n,  tcwnliiin  . 

p     ted 

to  the 

Vermont  suffer^, 

\n 

Coohr 

me,  Jiobt,  and    tb 

fi^liy     ect 

fS 

tecs  under  N 

Y    f 

m  tb 

I     ds. 

ordered  to  b 

d.  830. 

OOLDEN,"  Cadwallad 

rd 

I   t 

certain  Queries  on 

th 

f  th 

iocs 

of  Sew  Yorl 

on 

the 

soil,  climate. 

&o. 

of  the  Pi-ov 

f  R 

Y    k 

169; 

obs 

rvations  on  th 

1      e- 

?,-» 

on   the  east 

bo 

^d   y 

S  w 

York,  presented  by  646  i 
clamation  claiming  til  C  on  ct  t  er 
to  be  tie  Eaflt  hounds  f  th  Prof  f  N. 
York,  558 ;  lays  before  the  hoaid  of  trade 
the  state  of  the  dispute  between  N.  York 
and  N.  Hampshire  as  to  boandayy,  560, 
567 ;  tranamita  Gov.  Wentworth  s  proda. 
matiou  to  the  board  of  trade,  and  pro- 

wesl  of  Comiecticat  river  to  be  founded  in 

aec[itainta,  Hiat  he  bad  arrested  several 
persona  belon^ng  to  New  Hampshire  who 
had  forcibly  ejected  Biindry  tenant*  on 


MBiGooi^le 


tlie  Hoosiolc  patent,  i'lS;  i 


him  to  grant  patents  for  laM  alrend; 
gmntaij  by  N.  Hampshire,  619;"stftle3 
thut  Got.  MixirB,  olnuys  exaoted  fees  for 
^timts  of  limd,  031 ;  coinplainb  of  Judge 
Wella  made  to,  ib.;  informed  that  Oeu. 
Q»ga  deoliuee  to  caJl  out  the  military 
agamat  the  N.  Hampshire  rioters,  8SS ; 

of  tho  BonditJon  of  affoiia  on  the  New 
Hampshire  graulB,  88S;  lord  Dartmouth 
infomiB,  that  he  sdll  dlaapprovea  of  call- 
ing out  the  troope,  S9il ;  intbnna  lord 
Dartmonth  of  the  progress  of  tbe  Een- 
nington  rioters,  9]4]  and  that  thej  hare 
eaptuied  forts  TLcanderoiFa  and  Croim 
P^mt,  SIB. 
Golden,  sundry  petiUons  for  the  erection  of 

College,  KiDg'e,  a  .township  gianted  to,  696, . 
636i  order  for  the  settlement  of  the  town- 
ship bolonging  to,  ?67!  ohatter  of  eigned, 
1(152. 

Colonies,  information  for  the  planting  of,  in 
New  Fetheiland,  27;  title  of  araiepoliti- 
oal  pamphlet  on  the,  (see  PampMU. ) 

Oolvin,  OliveL',  himiehed  fj-om  Vermont  for 
being  an  ohi  Yorker,  967. 

OoMj'oss,  the  Contjnental,  tho  people  of  the 
S.  H.  grants  send  in  their  adhesion  to, 
921;  some  members  of,  consulted  on  the 
Subject  of  forming  the  N.  H.  grants  into 
a  sew  state,  632,  923;  reported  to  baye 
nuthoriied  Col.  Warner  and  alheis  to 
raise  a  regiment  independent  of  N.  Yort, 
924;  the  resoludona  of,  diacoButenoneing 
the  projects  of  Vermont  to  be  independent 
ofNew  York,  944;  ate  ordered  by  the  S. 
T.  com.  of  safety  to  bediatributed  through 
■the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  946 ;  Capt. 
Clay  ari-ested  fcr  eircnlating  the  resoln- 
tione  of,  948 ;  Vermont  discards  the  reso- 
lutdOBs  of,  960]  resolves  to  send  a  oom- 
Huttee  to  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  N.  H, 
grants  to  iuqnire  why  they.refnae  to  oon- 
tinoe  ciHsena  of  flie  Teepeotire  states 
which  heretofore  exendaed  jnrisdicUon 
orer  them,  968;  inatmcaonB  of,  to  the 
oonunlttee  sent  to  N.  H.  ginnts,  976; 
lett«r  of  the  coraodttee  of,  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Cumberland  CO.,  m-.  Sot. 
Chittenden's  anawera  to  the  committee  of, 
879;  i-eaolnliona  of,  recommending  (he 
elates  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachnsetts 
and  Hew-Yorlc  to  pass  laws  anthoriaing 
cougrees  to  hear  and  determine  all  differ- 
ences between  them  relative  to  their  re- 
speolive  boundariea,  992 ;  notes  of  the 
proceedmgs  of  the  first,  1069,  et  seq. 

Conneotient,  why  the  weat  bounds  of  the 
Pi-ov.  of,  approach  so  near  Hadaon  river. 


. ,   river,  3;  Lt.  Gov.  Colden  daima 

the,  to  be  the  east  hounda  of  the  Prov. 
of  fJ.  York,  563;  the  western  banks  of, 
deolared  by  the  king  in  council  to  ha  the 


ar  the  1 


!  of,  678,  680,  681;  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  oouneil  of  N.  Y. 
on  the  said  petitions,  583 ;  number  of  men 
fit  to  bear  arms  on  the  went  aide  of  the, 
and  within  the  province  of  N.  York,  68(1 ; 
peL-socs  having  valid  deeds  under  !Ngw 


■a  on  the  vi 


b  ^de  of,  6 


,uried   i 


grants  on 
hundred  a 
westMdeof,  600;  cost  of  a  township  on, 
602;  petition  praying  for  the  conflrmatior 
by  M.  York  of  certain  H.  Hampshire 
grants  on.  the  west  ^e  of,  668 ;  the  heed 
■watera  of,  explored,-  721 ;  Now  Yoik  re- 
iterates its  right  to  the  lands  west  of  tho, 


locinaga,  3 


report  of  his  so 


. . .,  ._,  _...'.  Dr.  Myles,  visita  fort  JohnsoD, 
wty,  425;  highly  esteemed  hj  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson,  426;  mentioned,  441,  473;  sails 
to  England,  469;  Col.  Henry  Bahoook  s 
letter  to,  proposing  to  take  holy  oi-dcvs  and 
to  establish  an  Episcopal  seminary  ainoi:g 
the  Six  Nations,  iST. 

Corlaers  Hook,  attack  on  the  Indians  at. 
11,  103. 

Conmei'a  of  the  Prov.  of  Hew  York,  whence 

Corsen,  Arent,  sent  by  Kieft  to  Holland 
wilh  specimens  of  the  minerals  of  fiew 
Netheiland;  117;  drowned,  118. 

Cosby,  Gov.,  dies  nniversnliy  detealed,  244. 

Couwenhoven,  Lt.  (see,  Vaa  CouKen- 
hovea.) 

Cowaaa,  a  murder  committed  between  upper 
and  lower,  683. 

Cows,  price  of,  inH.  Helherland,  32;  inS. 

Ctoni,  David,  author  of  a  histoiy  of  Green- 
Creation,  the  Indinn'a  ideas  of  the,  131). 
Oroghan,  Geo.,  intreducea  Eev.  Wm.  An- 
drews tfl  Sir  Wm.    Johnson,  4)0;  some 


,  latitude  and  lon^tnde  of,  176 ; 
the  French  fort  at,  240;  deaoription  of, 
J41i  a  party  sent  to  reconnoitre  tiie 
French  fort  at,  269 ;  distance  of,  from  the 
lower  end  of  Lake  George,  260;  repoitJi 
of  eeonts  to,  278,  281,  284;  table  of  the 
dislancea  from  Albany  to,  287;  names  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  district  of,  820; 
oaptnred  by  the  Green  Mountain  boys, 
919. 

Crnger,  Mr.,  chosen  speaker  of  New  York 
assembly,  40fl. 

Cnmberland  county,  ordmance  establishing 
courts  in,  5ST;  namea  of  the  civil  officers 
appointed  for,  588;  Gov.  Moore  enomir- 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


ngea  tJie  cultare  of  potaal!,  and  hemp,  ajid 
at  his  own  expense  ertcl^  a  church  ia, 
695,  6M;  net  eitotiog,  dianllowed,  (mS; 
list  of  tIieju(lgeB&o.,  appointed  for,  611; 
ofScecs  of,  obBtmcted  in  the  petfonuaooe 
Of  theit  dutj,  6ST,  B«,  64T,  e(  aeq.,  (aee 
(7rou£,  john.,)  petitioa  in  oppoEition  to 
one  pi-ajing  fortlie  re-annaiiiljon  of,  to 
S.  H.,  eeS;  petition  ngaioM  being  an- 
nexed to  New  "Hampaliire,  transmitted  by 
Gov.  Dunmore  to  Lord  HUlEboro',  675( 
censor  of,  705;  an  aceoDot  of  a  riot  in, 
JSS,  759 ;  irivil  offioets  for,'  77S ;  the  peo- 
ple of,  demand  the  pririlege  of  electing  a 
representatlre  in  the  aaaamblj  of  N.  Y., 
815;  tlie  inhabitiuittiofi'demand  that  the 
aereml  towneMps  held  bj  ihem  under  N. 
Hampshire  be  confirmed  under  the  great 
aes^LcfN.  Y.,  B21;  portienlaia  of  another 
riot  in,  G03,  904;  the  citU  officers  of,  pe- 
tition the  gov't  of  Ni  Yi  for  the_pajment 
of  snniij  expenBes  inonrred  in  tne  publio 
ean'iee,  917;  with  Olonoester  proposed  to 
form  a  new  state,  922;  the  several  towns 
0  deolaie  whether  tbi^ 


revolt  from  N.  York,  ib.;  the  inhab- 
mta  of,  submitted  to  the  jarisdietJon  of 
.  Y-  until  the  eommeneement  of  tti 
volution,   627 ;  the  greater  part  of  thi 


people  of,  recommended  to  form  mi  sssi 
mation  for  self-defence,  UO;  applies  i 
H.  Y.  for  protection  agaii  '  "  '      ' 

fltato  of  Verj~"~'    "''"    ~ 


grievi 


f,  998,  et  seg.; 


;  p£irtioulars  of  the 


of,  arresteit  t^  EthBU  Allen,  965;  alattec 
of  the  committee  of  oongress  to,  977; 
promise  of  Got.  Chittenden  to,  878 ;  peti- 
tion of  the  severat  tnwns  of,  to  congress 
prajing  it  to  interfere  in  -settling  the 
disturbances  in  the  N.  H.  gnuit«,  9S1; 
certain  inhabitants  of,  apply  to  the  legis- 
lature of  H.  T.  for  indemnity  for  the  inju- 
ries they  reeeived  from  the  pretended 
state  of  Vermont,  1003,  1014,  IO20j  Gov. 
Clinton  oommunlcates  the  disposition  of 
to  the  committees  of,  lOlO ;  and 
that  he  has  commnidcated  to  am' 
gress  t^e  pardcnls^  of  the  late  outrage 
committed  by  Ethan  Allen  in,  lOlS;  iSt 
of  the  inhabitants  o^  who  have  BuCered 
by  the  anthority  of  Vermont,  1015 ;  cen- 
sus in  1771  of  Uie  sevoral  towns  of,  1034. 
Cuyler,  Comelins,  table  cf  distances  from 
Crown  Point   to   Albany  oompiled   by, 


N.  Y. 


Dablon,  Bev.  Ckmdo,  292. 

Damen,  Jan  Jons,  appointed  churchwarden 

at  New  Amsterdam,  111. 
Danbey,  number  of  families  in.  the  township 

of,  536. 
Danforth,  Thomas,  a  pass  to  Mr.  Willard 

and,  to  go  to  Lake  Superior  to  observe  the 

Danstamer,  the,  whore,  62. 

Dartmouth,  Lord,  discountenances  tie  inter- 
position of  a  military  force  to  support  the 
titles  to  land  in  dispute  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  Prov.  of  N.  Y.,  815 ;  approves 
of  the  plan  of  tSie  board  of  trade  for  the 
settlement  of  the  difficulties  on  the  Kcw 
Hampshire  ffranta,  B27;  informa  Qor. 
Tiyou  that  nis'  majesty  disapproves  of 
oalling  out  the  military  MBJnat  tho  New 
Hampshire  rioters,  858 ;  Lt.  Gov.  Colden 
transmits  »n  aMonut  of  the  diaorganiBa- 
tion  esistjng  on  the  N.  H.  grants  to, 
S36 ;  &soio  declines  anthoriaing  tlie  calling 
cut  the  troops,  890;  Lt.  Gov.  Coldeu 
reports  to,  fnrlier  outrages  committed  by 
the  Bennington  rioters,  914;  and  that 
they  have  captured  forts  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  point,  810. 

Daveta,  Jan,  an  Indian  interpreter,  49;  sent 
to     m    E    1  13  I  dlra     61 

D      daOlrLt-lfi        1      dtoEp         9 

tiates      th  tl      I   1  flS        ts  OS 

m     [    te    I  pedit        ga  nat   h 


Dease,  Dr.,  Sir  Wm.  Johnson's  phyaioian, 
4S9,  507. 

Decker,  Hon.  Mr.  de,  arrives  at  Esopiis, 
49-.  returns  to  the  Manhatana,  53,  G2. 

Seer,  habits  of  the,  120. 

Be  la  Garde,  Bev.  P.  P..Ers.,  294. 

De  hi  Monti^e.    (see  Mmtagae.) 

De  LtNOET,  Lt.  Gov.,  Issueaa  proclamation 
for  Che  aettlement  of  the  country  between 
Fort  Bdward  and  ^ake  Geoi^e,  556 ;  bio- 
gmphioal  memoir  of,  1015. 

Delaware  Indiana,  the,  opposed  to  the  Eng- 
lish building  a  fort  at  Onoghqnaga,  303. 

river,  the  headwaters  of  the,  172, 

Delisle,  Rev.  Mr.,  Episcopal  olergj-man  aS 
Montreal,  517. 

Devil  worship,  130. 

De  Vries,  Capt.  Jan,  drowned.  111. 

De  Wit,  IJerck  Clanien,  40,  42,  77;  hia 
daughter  taken  prisoner  by  the  In- 
dians, 43. 

D'Heu,  Rev.  Jacques,  293. 

Oiandorago,  232. 

Dlbblee,  Rev.  Ebeneier,  614. 

Diesknu,  Bnmn,  defeated,  487;  soma  par- 

Diondaroga,'233.' 

Diontarogo,  281-2.    (see  Tkovdero^a.) 
Doolittle,   Capt.,  journal  of   bis    scout  to 
TiOBdorogo,  270. 


to  the  conlinenteJ  congi-ces,  820. 
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1126 


Pniightj,   ■ 


n,   suoseeda  Mr.    An- 
of  Sohenectadj,  49S; 

Draper,  number  of  families  in  tha  towMbip 
of,  6Sa. 

Dnano,  JnmeB,  346,   443;  memoir  of  1081. 

Buaneshnrgh,  towndiip  of,  ereeted,  1067 1 
Episcopal  oiiaicb  of,  eonsecrHited,  10S3. 

DnsMOBE,  V>rd,  Oor.  of  the  Prof,  of  N. 
Y.,  the  ohurch  of  England  in  N.  T.  ape- 
cinllj  reconmisnded  to  the  proloction  of, 
461i  takes  reiy  litfle  noHee  of  the  re- 
FOmmendSition,  457 ;  iasnes  n  pioolaraatiou 
for  the  niCBBt  of  Siliis  Rohinaon  and 
olheiBi  601i  Jetter  of,  to  Lord  Hillsboro' 
wilh  petitiona  from  the  counties  of  Cnm- 
berlond  and  Gloceater  against  being  an- 
nexed to  N.  Hampsliire,  675. 

Duonins,  Rev.  Eeniamin,  319. 

inu  to   tlie 


Bu  For, 
Manhi 


ns,  53. 


rityoflbe] 
■Btei,  the,  b 


Duperron,  Rev.  F«„  2ST. 
Durham,  the  fawn  of,  originally  nettled  bj 
Col.  Lidius,  i&&;  Enbjected  to  the  uutho- 
of  the  pretended  Blate  of  Vermont)  ib. 

10;  aCtaoli  the  Indians  at  Coi' 
laeia  Sool:  and  Pavouia,  11,  103 ;  malte 

feace  vilh  the  Indiana,  12;  laa  waste  the 
ndiHn  plantatioQa  on  Lobk  Island,  14; 
send  an  eipedition  against  the  Indiana  of 
WesMhesteroo.,  ib.;  two  score  of,  Wiled 
by  the  Indians  in  1643,  22;  date  of  the 
fliBt  coming  to  N.  HethsTlimd  of,  23; 
defeat  tlie  Esopne  Indiana  and  releue 
their  ohriadan  capiites,  T3 ;  (see  Esopvi 
Indiant.)  surrender  N.  Netherland,  181. 

ProvineeB,  motto  of  the  United,  7. 

towna  on  Long   Island,   assesament 

rolls  of  tha  five,  ISH. 

DutchcES  CO.,  census  of,  in  1733, 1S4;  namH 
of  the  fi-eehohlara  of,  in  1740,  203. 


Enstabrook,  Rev,  Hobart,  319. 

Kbel,  Sergt  Pieter,  serves  at  Eaopus,  45; 

Eden,  Sir  Bob  t,  fte  lost  rojal  governor  of 
Maryland,  biographieol  memoir  of,  477. 

,  Wm.   (see  iiicWofwl,  Lord.) 

Balls,  Kev.  Nathaniel,  Slil. 

Eiglit  men,  the,  elected  at  Kew  Amster- 
dam, 13. 

Eleotiona,  triennial,  in  the  Prov.  of  N.  Y., 
reaaona  in  aupport  of,  243 ;  septennial,  in 
the  ProT.  of  N.  Y.,  when,  259. 

Elk,  habits  of  tlie,  120. 

Emigraota,  proper  sea-^n  ifhen  they  abould 
sailtoN.  N.,  39!  rnles to  he  ohaerved  by, 
in  preparing  wild  land,  31. 

Englidi,  tbe,  settle  in  N.  Salheriand,  5; 
boowerias,  numberof  in  N.  Katherland, 
G;  fnmiah  guna  to  the  Indiana,  7;  of  N. 
Xetherluid  enliatod  by  the  Dntob  agiunst 
the  Indians,   13 ;    pFefer   holding   lands 


ander  tha  Dntcli,  22 ;  reduce  K.  Nether- 
hind,  131. 

Episdopal  ehurcbes  in  America,  Case  of  the, 
considered,  615- 

Eaoena,  journal  oftiie  second  war  at,  the, 
B7 ;  paiticulang  of  the  massacre  of  the 
settleisat  the,  39;  settlers  at  the,  refiiae 
to  supply  w^ona  to  the  military  at  that 
post,  62;  settlers  forbidden  to  remove 
from  the,  63;  legnlntion  for  tie  sale  of 
strong  drink  at  the,  SI;  the  settlers  of, 
warned  Hot  to  labor  m  the  fields  withoat 
a  guard,  B3 ;  the  harvest  at,  macL  injured 
by  the  August  storm,  63 :  journal  of  ijapt. 
Kragier  s  voyage  fiom  the  Manliatana  to 
the,  B6j  nrdinancB  prohibiting  firing  of 
guns  on  new  year's  day  at  tlie,  97;  Cnpt. 
Kragier  finally  sails  from  the,  98. 

Essay,   (see  Pamphlet.) 

Byrea,  Major,  builds  tort  William  Henry, 


_.       .  lor^e,  283. 

Fall  of  the  leaf,  the  pleasant  season  in  tl: 

Ptov.  ofS.  Y.,  IW. 
Fish,  Rev.  Joseph,  318, 
Fiahea  of  N.  Netherland,  4,  123. 
FishkilliObranob  of  the  Delaware,  177. 

names  of  the  Inhabitanta  of,  in  HS3,  IBs! 
Fiailanda,  aaseaament  roll  of,  in  1676,  I6B; 

population  of.  in  1T38,  IBB;  names  of  the 

inhabitants  of,  in  1738,  ISl. 
Fonda.  Lieut.  Jelles,  reports  the  meaUng 

of  ilia  seouting  party,  267. 
Forbes,  Kcv.  Mr.,  423. 


the  Ml 

Stuart  missionnry 


)  be  hoHenat,  845 


!r,  Rev  Mr  Brown  intends  tt 
design  of  Ileiekinh  CnlWi 
;,  367  names  of  the  acholursB' 
vli  school  at    416    Pev    Wm 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


plundered  by  the  Wappingets,    12;  de- 
eoription  of,  in  lUi,  23. 
Stanwis,  ptipers  relating  to  the  erec- 

Wlllism  Henry,  iime  occupiea  in 

bnUdiaS:  525. 

WHliums,  625. 

Fowler,  Dasid,  an  Indiftn  tendier,  ordered 
lampson  i' 
3U6i  noti 
Wm.  Jot 
l»irns  to  Lebanon,  366. 
"■"-  -  Rev.   Jacob,    an  Indian  preacher 

Eov.  Joseph,  319. 

in,    Beniamio,  draws  np  a   plan   ii 
1764,  foe  the  anion  of  tile  N.  A.  Pr07. 


Oneida. 


of,  353 ;  . 


Ftai 


Franlilin,  Gov.,  elected  a  member  of  Uw 
Soo.  for  Prop,  the  goapei,  4€3. 

Fiaaer,  Brig.  Uen.,  a  notiee  of,  1060. 

Freeholii,  Upper,  Rev.  David  Jones,  pastor 
o(  the  Baptist  cbnroli  at,  433. 

liturgy,  &0.,  into  ihe  .Mohawk  language, 

Fteemaaons,  proposed  meeting  of,  at  JohuB- 
tonn  alluded  to,  S6S. 

Fremin,  Rev.  Jaoques,  292. 

Preneb,  the,  surrendered  all  claim  to  the 
Five  Nations-  bj  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
ITT;  forts  a"-"    -"■ '-   ' " 


240. 


of  New 


■rlt,  belouj 


Gaga,  flen.,  pavdou' 


I  intrij««B  of   i 
--  ■  eaty  of    , 


Fort  Stauirix  oomjUBOicaCed  to,  397;  de- 
oliaea  to  aBbrd  miliiar;  aid  to  put  dotm 
the  S,  E.  rioters,  886. 
Qaiiie,   Hngh,  undertalieB  to  complel«  the 

eating  of  the  Indian  prayer-book,  384-; 
graphical  memoir  off  386;  gives  far- 
ther infoiraaUon  lespeotiug  the  Indian 
primer-hook,  S66!  oomnleteB  the  prinlang 
of  the  IndiarC  prayer-book,  405;  Letter 
of,  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  411;  aenda  in 
tbe  acoount  for  printing  the  Indian  prayer- 

Gallowsy,  Mr. ,  proposes  Hie  Albany  plan 
of  a  union  of  the  colonies  drairn  np  in 
1 754,  for  the  adoption  of  the  oongrees  of 
1774,  1072. 

EFarnier,  Rev.  Julien,  i52. 

GazBtte,  the  N.  Y.,  327. 


es  of  N.  Netberland,  IIT. 

Gordon,  Itev.  Authonyj  294. 
Goshen,  population  of,  m  1733, 185. 
Grain  raised  in  the  Prov,  of  N.  Y.,  Tariety 

of.  174- 
Oramero;  park,  N.  Y.,  supposed  origin  of 

the  name,  lOVJ. 
Giandvil,  submission  of  the  people  of,  to  t}i« 

state  of  New  York,  1UU9. 
Qravea,  Rev.  John,  '  " 


307,  3! 


Oenic 


r  Oomi 


inlpa,  the  , 


kill  tno  Dntchmen,  92. 

G«       a,      6     H;  Oanadeaage,  369. 

Qe  rg  Lak  aitont  of  the  carrying  pTaca 
b  tw  tb  Hudson  liver  and,  1 73 ;  jour- 
nal     f  ts  around  Lake  Champlain 


OlocoaW  a  tT,  erootefl,  834;  civil  officers 
f  6S  nulittt^offlcersfor,  recommend- 
ed, fi«,  p  tdonto  the  kiikfrom,  M3; 
aonsns  of,  708;  names  of  tie  heads  of 
fnmiliea  in,  TW;  civil  offlcera  oF,  768;  the 
inhahilants  of,  demand  that  their  town- 
ships be  ooafirioed  by  K.  Y.,  821;  pro- 
posed witji  OBmberL-Hid  to  form  a  new 
state,  923;  the  lobabitanta  of,  submitted 
to  the  .iuTisdiotion  of  N.  Y.,  until  the 
oommencement  of  the  revolotion,  927; 
record  of  the  orgamiation  of,  1033. 

God,  the  Indians'  ideas  of,  130. 

Godyn,  Samuel,  ssdls  to  New  Rethstland, 


lates  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  co  the  settlomenl 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moeeley  at  Johnstown, 
435;  biographical  nodce  of,  436. 

Qravesend,  popuhtlion  of,  in  1733,  18S: 
names  of  the  inhabitants  of,  in  1733,  193. 
(see  Moody,  Sir  Heiiry.) 

Green,  Capt.,  observatrqns  of,  on  a  plan  of  a 
fort  to  be  built  at  the  Oneida  canjing 
p'ace,  62] ;  ordered  to  Albany,  624, 

Qreenlajid,   history  of,    by  David   Crana, 

Green  mountain  boys,  Robert  Cochran,  cap- 
tain of  the,  907,  909;  tints  llQonderoga 
and  Crown  Point  seised  by  the,  919; 
formed  into  abatollion  by  the  New  YorX 
Prov.  congress,  92D;  extend  the  spu^t 
of  aisaffootion  to  K.  Y.,  and  excite  among 
in  spirit  of 


the  people  of  the  N.  H.  grants  a  spirit  of 
'       ■  ee  Allen, 

Glomster, 


Efhaa; 
Sriffith,  Rer.  David,  uiiniati 
N.  J.,  biogi  rnemoirof,  44 


GresHs,  Rev.  Frs  Vaillant  dc,  393. 

Guilford,    tho  inhabitants  of  the  town  of, 
apply  for  a  patent  under  New  Yorlf,  7.Sai 
names  of  the  inhaliitn.nt^  of,  TRl. 
Suns,  sold  by  the  Kt^lish  and  Uuloil  to  the 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


H. 


Unakingancli,  othemisa  culled  Achtercol,  9 ; 
Ibo  indiana  of,  send  iutellizence  to  those 
uf  Esupns,  4S;  Boiue  of  tbe  Indians  of, 
Eovve  wttK  tbe  Dutj^b  againab  those  of 
Esupue,  SI. 

Hiiokc[uiuBa«kB,  the,  102. 

MnldiioaDd,  Gen.,  objects  to  furnish  troeps 
to  oid  the  civil  authority  In  tta  Pcov.  of 
S.  Y.,  844. 

ilaHf  Moon,  HudaoD  siuls  in  the  yaoht,  tlie, 
116.- 

Hall,  Kalpli  and  Mhj,  triul  of,  at  N.  York 
fof.wilchOKrft,  1S3. 

— ,  Sot.  Mr.,  439,  43S;  deelinea  going 

to  Canojoharie,  432.  - 

Haima,  Rev.  Wm.,  settles  as  a  lawyer  at 
ScheneDtiuI;,  'iJS;  bic^raphieal  notice  of, 
874;  desires  to  conform  to  the  ohurch  of 
England,  443 ;  t^ftinionials  of,  447 ;  moral 
chi^aoter  of,  451;    ia  admitted  ..^ 

ordeia  in  the  Ch.  of  Englatid,  4T4;  repaira 
to  Virginia  in,  seaiiih'  ofa  living,  49B. 

Habdy,  Gov.  resigns,  1063. 

HarriaoD,  Catherine,  complaint  against 
beingamtch,  136;  disehsTged,  138. 

Hartniok,   Rev.  J.  C,  projSt  of,  for 
bettBF   peopling     and    defending   North 
Amerloa,    294;    address  of,   to  the   Mo- 
bnwks,  296;  address  to  the  king  proposed 
to  the  Mohawks  by,  in  his  own  fnvor,  298. 

Harveat,  tbe,  whan  it  begins  in  the  Prov. 
otN.  Y.,  178. 

Eaveratraw,  popnlalaon  of,  in  1J38, 185. 

Hawlej,  Jehiel,  and  Jamea  Bttiokenridge 
aent  to  London  aangenb;  for  the  people  on 
the  N.  H.  Brunts,  B«2. 

Hcathoote,  Caleb,  notice  of,  10.^9. 

Hebron,   Rev.   Mr.   Petora   miBaionsjy  of. 

Hemp,  am  be  pmduced  in  the  Prov.  of  N. 
York,  174;  oultnre  of,  encouraged,  595. 

Hempsieiid,  L.  I.,  the  Indiana  of,  attncked 
hy  the  Dutch,  15 ;  Rev.  Mr.  Pordhnni  of, 
105 1  Indians  of,  attacked,  ib.    (see  Un- 


Hieroglyphli: 


Hendiioksen,  Jan,  mutinies  at  the  Esopue, 
56!  pardoned,  57. 

■  phio,  some  Indian,  explained,  436. 
(and  in  the  Prov.  ofN.  Y.,  exclu- 
__  .       the  mountains,  172. 
Highlands,  names  of  those  composing  the 
mQitia  of  the,  237. 

[iltsborouKh,  Lord,  Gov.  Moore  informs, 
(hat  he  still  refuses  to  grant  any  landa  on 
the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  611. 
(aes  C'olden,  U.  Goo. ,-  Dunmore ; 
Tryoti.) 
Hind,    Rev. 


;,  501. 


,  whose  inhabitanta  aj 


Horses,  price  o 

N.  England,  38;  whenoi 
Hosiok,  sundry  tenonla  oi 

ffl'ected  by  persons  from 

675. 


Hoagh,  Rev.  Benj'n,  a  juadce  of  the  peace, 
moat  omelly  whipped,  by  tlie  Bennington 
mob,  391,  e(  seq-i  a  osrIiScate  gnnit«d 
to,  of  his  having  reeeiTCd  eneh  jrauish- 
ment,  897i  petitions  the  Gov.  of  H.  Y. 
for  relief,  918. 

Hubbard,  Rer.  Bela,  614. 

Hudaon,  Heury,  the  firat  discoverer  of  New 
Natherland,  115 ;  descrijition  of  bis  .voyage 
up  the  North  liver,  123 ;  is  entertidned 
by  tbe  Indians,  ib. 

river,  3:  head  waters  of  tbe,  172; 

convenlenee  of  tbe,  173;  the.Mobawlt 
called  the  west  braneb  of  the,  ib.;  nivtuie 
of  the  soil  adjoining  the,  174;  fcoi.on 
annually,  176. 

Hunt,  Capt.  Samuel,  report  of  his  acout 
near  Lake  Qeoi^e,  266. 

Huntmgton,  tbe  countess  of,  elpresaca  much 
interrat  in  Dr.  Wheelock's  school,  361; 

Hurley,  names  of  those  belonging  to  tbe 
militia  of,  in  1738,  234. 


Imbmcb  Mde  van,  taken  prisoner  by  the 
I  d    ns    t  Eaopus,  43;  escapes,  49. 

Imm  "1  a  t  proper  time  for,  to  soil  to  New 
K  th  1  nd,  311 ;  rules  to  be  followed  by, 
n  1  a  g  loai,  ib. ;  and  In  building 
h  ea  81 ;  supplies  necessary  for,  S3 ; 
1  ^       f  x>eraanB  beat  qualified  io  be,  34, 

Ind  p  nd  n  y  declared  by  the  Hew  Hamp- 
abn    era  te,  93(1. 

Indian-Srt,  description  of  an,  In  tbe  Esopus 
country,  4fl,  49,  73;  words  introduced 
into  the  Dutch  vocabulary,  6S,  83, 101 
106 ;  affairs,  aearetary  for,  how  appointei 
181 !  answers  of  the  oommisslonerB  of,  I 
wieries  submMed  la  them,  240 . 


ndians,  brief  accoimt  of  t 

e  Mohawk 

dress  of  tbe,  4    polity  of. 

6    treated  w. 

too  much  famil  frrifv  ly 

thp  Ditch 

the  Dutch  r™he    n  in 

f."    i=tthe 

Kieft  il 

the  Mahic  i  1 

Duteh,  16 

which  tbe^ 

urmd  to  nttvl    th        1 

It    'orli 

Hook  Mid  Paioniaattflok 

d  by  the  Duto 

11      urged  to   tniMsncro 

the    chn'tion 

MBiGooi^le 


uia,  13 ;  to  the  noithenat  of  ManhEittnnB 
attacked  by  the  Datab,  14, 16;  operations 
BgHjuat  the  Long  Talsiud  ib-,  If^;  opera- 
tioua  agiuniBt  the  Westchester,  ib. ;  de- 
saription  of  an  attack  on  the  ■WeBtchester, 
ib.;  a  nnmbai  of  chriaHans  killed  In 
1643,  by  the,  22-,  mimbeia  of  the,  de- 
stroyed in  the  war  with  the  Dutch,  ^; 
namea  of  the  aereral  tribes  of,  near  Fort 
Orai^e,  ib^,  'maasac^  the  chxistlc^iB  at 
tbe  ^Dpoa,  39 ;  attack  a  party  of  aoldieis 

the  Dutch  at  Wildwyok,  45';  I'atire  east 
of  Mozilalen  tal^uid,  ID;  akirmieh'  he-' 
tween  fiie  I>utoh  and  the  Baopua,  apd  the 
latter  defaatod  at  Ked  Hook,  tlT;  and 
plnndeted,  43 ;  of  SiigerB  Kill  friendly  to 
the  Dateb,  ib. :  of  Haclibsack  sepd  intel- 
Ilgenos  to  the  Eeopiis,  lb.;  of  Esppus.de- 
olare  thdr  willingueas  to  aor^^Dder  all  the 
ohiistian  prisooenj  on  condition,  of  obtaja- 
ii^  payment  for  their  land,  &0;  (see 
Jtoftoufe;)  repotted  to  have  fled  to  the 
monotains,  SI ;  refuse  to  negotiate  e:(cept 
with  Eonslaer  and  Corlaer,  63;  ai 
dition  eats  out  o^nst  the  Eaopi  , 
captures  their  fort,  and  lays  waste  their 

flautation,  64,  6^ ;  the  Dutch  threatened 
y  the   Bsopus,  58;  large  qoantitJea  of 
com  belonging  to  the  Bsopua,  destroyed, 
67 ;  looation  of  the  fort  belonging  to  the 
Bsopus,  ih.  i  of  PeBObsoot,  kill  soma  Mo- 
hanl<a  and  Mohegons,  60 ;  a  newattock 
on  the  .Eaopus,  ordered,  69;  C 
prooaeda  again  to  attack  the 
the  Eaopus,  again  defeated, 
espediUon  against  the  Baopi 
fort  deatrojed,  81;   Ave  tribes  m  ni 
meet  beliind  Clavernck,  84,  86;  at 
ooncluaad    with    the    Eaopua,    B9; 
Esopus;)  refnso  to  pay.  the  Dntoh 
bute,  mii  a  chriatian  killed  bj  one 
the,  102 ;.  the  Merakenaoks  or  Brooklyn, 
I    some    of   the,  moasaered    by  the 


71 :  anothbi- 
a,  SO  1  tiieii 


Dutch,  1 


retalial 


•!  the 


_  . ._,  _. ,  .  _J.  Netherland,  maunera  and 
CQstoma  of  the,  118 ;  appearance  and  food 
of  tlie,  124|  clothing  of,  125;  houses  of 
the,  ib. ;  forta  of,  12S;  moiriage  and 
other  cnstoma  of  Uie,  12T,  et  seq.;  lan- 
guage of  the,  12S;  belief  regar^ug  the 
Bonl  entertMued  by,  IBO ;  the  -Frenoh  ai 
render  all  cltum  to  the  Eire  Nations  . 
1)7;  nnrabec  of  fighting  men  bolonglng 
to  the  Haw  York,  In  1738,240;  number 
of  Canada,  capable  of  bearing  arms 
papers  relating  to  the  civilization  o 
Sis  Nations  of,  ^89;  early  misHoi 
among  the  Iroquois,  291;  the  Scotch 
ocmmissionera  near  Boston  make  arr. 
mania  foi'  the  aducation  of  children  o 


the,  314;  averse  to  the  proposed  H.  Eng. 
setUement  on  the  Susquehannah  jirer, 
321;  Rev.  Mr,  Kirtimds  eiperienoe 
among  (jie  Seneca,  3t8;  nddrcsa  of  the 
Bev.  Hr.  Wheeloqli  to  the  Mohawk  anil 
other,  S69j  Rev.  Kr,  Wheeloek  wiitea  to 
Sir  Wm.  Johioson  ta  favifr  o!  the  Narra- 
gonsett,  360;  Bev.  Messrs.  Johnson  and 
Avery  pelation  the  commissionora  at  Fort 
Stanwix  to  prevent  the  alienation  of  the 
lands  of  the,  380;  numerical  strength  in 
177(1  of  the  Sis  Nations  of,  428;  Dr. 
Wheelook  .nnsuoceesftjl  In  hia  aflOTtis  to 
introduce  the  arts  among  the,  ib.;  Sir 
Wm.  ^ghnaon's  letter  on  the  customs, 
manners  (|nd  langiuiges  of  lire,  430 ;  aym- 
bola.in,nsehy  the  irgqBois,432;  saehema, 
bs,w  qlioaen,  ^;  .rarely  gsilty  of  theft, 
4*1;  the  aie.aqi  emblem  ol  war  amongst 
the,  437;  Sir  Wm.  Johnsou's  views  of 
BcT.  Mr.  Inglia'  plan  for  ohri^tiiiniiing 
the,  453,  465;  Ctil.  II-  i-  T.,'  ■  V  -.■•n^ 
posaa.est^blishiDi^  .i  ■    ''i  '         "    ~\y 

ftmongithe  Six  Xiu  i  ■  ■  'i 

theearly.efcttempt'  r.     i  .  .'.; 

diffioulties  of  imia,':  ■  ■.  ■      ;.■.,    ici- 

tion,  508. 
Inglia,  Eev.   Charles,  professor  in  King's 
Coll.  H-.  y.,  413 ;  visits  Sir  Wm.  John- 

nioatea  v&rious  information  regarding 
the  Indians  to,  427;  Sir  Wm.  JohBson 
corap'iuns  to,  of  the  indifference  of  men 
of  rank  generally  to  matt^  of  religion, 
441;  ;heads  of  arguments  in  f^vor  of 
chrislAanixing  the  Indians  snggested  to, 
ikS ;  noUee  o(  the  memorial  olt  for  cbrlS'- 
tianising  the  Indians,  45S,  457;  eommn- 
nioatea  his  memorial  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson, 
462;  Sir  Wm.  Johnson's  opinion  thereon, 
466 ;  completea  his  memorial,  467 ;  sub- 
mits it  to  Gov.  Tryon,  468;  moves  to 
King's  college,  469;  SSr  Wm.  Johnson 
suggests  a  mc«ie  whereby  provision  could 
be  made  for  a  female  relative  of  the,  473. 

Inland  navigation  feasible  between  the.Proy. 
of  N.  Y-  and  the  bay  of  Mexico,  173. 

Instrjiotions  to  Lieut.  Couwenhoven  iniis 
negotiation  with  the  ibidlans,  6.S ;  of  .the 
legislatnre  of  N.  T.  ta  ila  delegates  fa 
congress  relative  to  the  disorders  prevail- 
ing in  the  N.  E.paita  of  the  state,. 387. 

latmial  water  oommnnieations  of  the  Proy. 
of  N.  York,  Codwallader  Golden 'a  desorip- 
:tioa  of  the,  173, 

Iron  ore  abundant  in  tie  Prov.  of  Ttev 
York,  174. 


^s.) 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


h  N.  II., 
9U;  letterato,  a66,  9H7, 

Jepujta,  a  list  of  the,  jBisaionaries  among  the 
JrocLuois,  291;  acouaed  of  oorrupting  the 
autient  oustDms  of  tlie  Indians,  JSl.  (see 
Baband.) 

Jewett,  Bev.  David,  319. 

i  ognea,  Rev.  Isaac,  description  of  N.  Nelh- 
erland  by,  18 ;  memoir  of  tbe,  30 ;  man- 
tioned,-291. 

Juhnsoa,  Edward,  gives  an  aoeount  of  tie 
Indian  scliool  at  Tnscarora,  310. 

Bov.  Jacob  W.,  miaaionarr  to  tie 

Oneidas,  aesists  at  the  treaty  of  Fort 
Stanwii,  391;  defines  liis  ideas  of  allegi- 
ance, 592 ;  objects  to  tbe  Indians  coming 
armed  to  Tort  Stanmx,   893!   petitions 

nut  he  scattered  hy  tlie  B&\e  of  their  lands 
ED  as  to  [irevent  ibe  propagation  of  the 
gospel  among  tbem,  394;  spaeBb  of,  1o 
tho  Sis  Nations,  396. 

,  Rev.  Joseph,  an  Ini3iaa  preacber, 

nolice  of,  366. 

,      Bes.     Samuel,    letter    io     <he, 

on  tte  propiety,  of  Mr.  Bennett  pro- 
ceeding as  catBchist  to   tbe   Mobanka, 

^,  Sir  William,  ioimialsof  the  scouts  of, 

257 ;  tho  Rev.  Mr.Hartwiok  eommnnioates 
!{  for  peopling,  governing  and  de- 


fending 

tlie  state  of  pnblio  atfwra  to,  301  i  viMts 
Canada,  letter  of,  to  Bev.  Father  Baxt- 
liault,  303;  Rer.  Mr.  Brown  apologises 
to,  for  being  unable  tj>  visit  Fort  Hunter, 
304 ;  espresses  a  favorable  opinion  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Wbeelook's  efforts  to  educate  the 
Indians,  309;  and  sends  b!m  seme  Mo- 
liiiTk  children,  306j  Bet.  Mr.  Oel  el- 
pre^ea  bis  alarm  at  the  introduction  of 
Presbyterian  misBionories  among  t!ie  In- 
dians, to,  307;  informa  Bev.  Mr.  Bawlay 
of  his  inability  to  aid  Mr.  Bennet,  309; 
the  Tnfloatora  teacher  reporta  the  state 
of  reliinon  and  edncation  in  bis  district 
to,  310;  Bev,  Di'.  Wheeloek  consulla,  on 
the  propriety  of  removing  his  Indian 
school  to  the  Mohawk  enuntry,  31 3 ;  re- 
giEcsts  him  to  engage  Gov.  Bernard  in 
favor  of  tho  Lebanon  achool,  314;  and 
ronews  bis  proposal  to  establish  it  on  the 
Susquehanna  riTer,  316  ;  Rev.  Dr. 
Pnoiroy  writes  to,  in  ffevor  of  Dr. 
Wheelook's  school,  316;  eipresses  hia 
high  opinion  of  I>r.  W.'s  qnaliflcationa, 
320 ;  disapproves  of  the  proposal  of  the 
Scotch  commi-sioncrs  to  erect  English 
echoola  among  the  Indians,  ih. ;  and  of  the 
projected  aettlement  from  N,  Bug  ,  on 
the  Srsquehnnna  river,  321 ;  engngea  the 
Ber.    Dr.   Barclay   to  superintend   the 


printing  of  a  nevf  edition  of  the  Indian 
prayer-book,  321,  330;  Ebt.  Mt.  Smith 
submits  his  desire  to  go  on  a  mission 
among  the  Mohawks  to,  326;  Bev.  Dr. 
■\Vbeelook  explains  to,  why  he  detains 
Joseph  Brant,  331 ;  is  treating  for  tho 
'---I  of  Rev,  Dr.  Barclay  as  a  glebe  for 


Indi! 


,    333;     Bon 


Lappias  applies  for  some  necessaries  to, 
aS5;  Bav.  Father  Eouhault  communi- 
cates his  views  as  to  the  neeessitj  of  the 
English  retaining  Canada  to,  336;  the 
Indian  teacher  at  Canajoharie  writes 
about  hia  school  to,  339;  Wayman,  the 
printer,  advises,  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Bar- 
clay, and  of  the  necessity  of  some  other 
peraoa  being  entrusted  with  tiie  saperin- 
tendenoe  of  the  Indian  prayer  hook,  340; 
Rev.  Dr.  Wheeloek  acquaints,  of  the  pro- 
posed mission  of  Occom  and  Kirtland  to 
tho  Indian  oountry,  341 ;  Weyman  sug- 
gests Capt.  Claus  ea  a  proper  person  to 
auperintend  the  printing  of  the  proposed 
Indian  prayer-book,  to,  343 ;  the  society 
for  the  promotion  of  arts  invitee,  to  be- 
come a  member,  344;  presents  £1 0  to  the 
aaociation,  346 ;  Eev.  Mr.  Brown  informa,. 
of  hia  intended  vidt  to  the  Mohocks,  347 ; 
gives  the  society  for  the  promotlmi  of  aits 
an  account  of  the  progress  of  aerionltnio 
in  the  Mohawk  vnlley,  348;  Eev.  Dr. 
Wbaelock  advises  him  itf  hia  intention  io 
send  additional  teaobei'S  and  missionaries 
among  the  Six  SatJons,  860 ;  and  that 
Occom  is  about  to  proceed  to  Eng- 
land, 367  i  Rev.  Mr.  Eiiiland  reporta 
the  progress  of  hie  mission  at  Canede- 
swe  to,  S68;  the  Connecticut  hoaid  of 
missions  eKptcsB  their  acknoirledgmenti 
■to,  for  his  faTorable  recommendation  of 
Dr.  Wheelnclfs  school,  360;  consents  io 
be  a  member  of  the  Soc.  for  Prop,  the 
gospel.  361 ;  is  Invited  to  become  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Etdsiopal  chnrch  at  Schenecta- 
dy, 362;  Eev.  Mr.  Kirtland  senda  farther 
information  from  Canandesage  to,  362; 
Weyman  proposes  Dr.  Qgilvie  to  superin- 
tend the  completion  of  the  Inflian  proyer- 
"  Dr.  Wbcelt  " 


I    the    best    ! 


1  for 


Mr.  Chamberlain  apologise-  -,  -—  

remarks  he  bad  Inadvertently  miide,  371 ; 
Eev.  Mr.  Hanna  proposes  settling  in 
Schenectady  and  Bolicita  the  friendship 
of,  37S;  the  Moravians  solicit  the  protec- 
tion of,  374;  the  Soc.  for  Prop,  the  gos- 
j>el  request  his  opinion  as  to  n  proper 
allowance  tbr  a  midsionary  to  the  Indians, 
376;  Eev.  Mr.  Barton  adviaes,  of  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  frontier  settlement? 
of  Penn,,  381;  the  oburcbwardenif  of 
Schenectady  reqDost.  to  proonre  a  clergy- 
man for  ISieir  church,  383;  Hugh  Qsino 
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acqnaints,  of  the  oonrlilion  Waymm  Isft 
tha  Indian  prayer-book  in,  381;  deinantla 
GodneB'  tectQs.tuoomplete  that  work,  f'" 

Dr.  Wkeelook  rec^aests  that  IUb  deeig] 
Bending  miajionariea  and  teaohets  among 
tiie  iDdiana  maj  be  [eoommended  by, 
B881  Rev.  Jaoob  Johnson  eiplobis  the 
oanseof  his  abwnoeat  theooogreea  at  Fort 
Slanwix,  to,  391;  also  dsBnea  his  ides£ 
of  Lis  allegiance,  B92 ;  oomplaiDS  to,  of 
the  TadiaoB  aoming  armed  to  tlie  Congi^aa, 
3B3 ;  and  asks,  Utat  a  door  wsy  be  kept 

open  for    Dr.    Wheelooka    -'- '- 

.M4,  Hugh  Qaine 

the  Indian  prajai ._.    _..,    . 

Gaga  advised  of  the  intrigues  of  the  n. 
£,  misMonartes  at  Eort  Sttinwix,  b;,  'iil7; 
Dr.  Slinafchnrgh  writes  reapeoting  ihe 
Indian  prayer-book,  to,  333;  introduces 
Mr.  Jamas  Adalt 
thanks  Rev.  Provost  Smitli  for  having 
him  eleoted  a  member  of  the  philosophioEiI 
BDoiety,  4112;  is  informed  bj;  Mr.  Chaw 
of  the  movements  in  Conneoticut  respeet- 
Ing  the  Snsquehaima  lands,  ih.^  oommn- 
nioabes  ta'Dr.  Auchmnt; h» opinion aljont 
the  late  eleotion,  4Ui;  Hugh  Gaine  ad- 
vises, that  the  Indian  prayer-book  is 
eompleted,  4,0i;  ihe  oKnrahwardens  of 
Boheneotady  Inform,  that  they  ore  disap- 
pointed in  obtaining  a  cler^man,  ib. ; 
KeT.  H.  Munco  advlSBS,  of  bis  propoeei 
Tisit  to  the  MohawU  Indians,  409;  Mr 
Adair  reports  his  prograsa  in  obtjiininj 
aahsoribera  to  his  ■work,  to,  412,  413 ;  L 
patronised  hy,  and  family,  415;  Hugh 
Gtaines  sanda  the  Indian  prajer-iooli  ta, 
417;  Mr.  AdMc  reqneais  Ifetters  to  Lord 
Hlllsboro' from,  41S;  Ool.  „ 
duees  Her.  Mr.  Andrews  to,  419  .^  Rev. 
Mr.  Andrews  snggasts  to,  that  Episcopal 

set^in  tha 

acquaints,  wil 

Europe;  423;  Rer.  Dr.  AaohmutyiL_ 

duoas  Rev.  Mr.  Forbes  to,  ib. ;  the  thai 

of  tha  N.  y.  BpisiMpal  oonvention  roted 

to,  for  his  exertions  in  favor  of  tha  chnrah 


,  425; 


aalinowledgmants  therefor,  426 ;  1 
nioates  to  the  Rev-  Mr.  Inglis  the  1 
bere  of  the  Six  Nations  eapf^le  of  bearing 
arms,  427;  thinks  the  Indians  not  fitted 
to  oulbigntc  tha  aits,  42S ;  gives  Dr.  Lee 

langnagea  of  the  Indians,  4SI) ;  builds  i 
ebimih  at  Canajoharie.  43S;  gives  hit 
views  on  the  opposil^Dn  of  the  disaenteis 
to  ^e  established  dianlih,  442;  oomma- 
nioates  to  the  Rer.  Mr.  Inglle  his  Ideas 
reladve  to  the  memorial  prepared  by  ths ' 
gentleman  on  tha  snbjeot  of  christianisin 
the  Indians,  413 ;  informs  blm,  also,  of  Che 
intenUon  of  the  Lutheran  minister  at 
Stonoirabia  to  conform  W  the  Gpiseopul 
ohnroh,  441;  acqnointa  the  Rev,  Dr. 
Anchmuty  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hanna,  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  wishes  to  join  the 


440;  Rev.  Mr.  Mnnro  .  ,  . 
of  the  church  at  Albany  to,  462,  434;  en- 
tera  more  fully  on  the  snliject  of  Mr. 
Inglis  plan  for  cbriatianizing  the  Indians, 
4S3;  writes,  again,  to  Dr.  Auohmuty 
relative  to  the  proposal  of  the  Stonoajabia 
minister,  and  the  Rer.  Mr.  Hairna  to 
join  the  chnroh  of  England,  455 ;  bishop 
Lowth,  in  his  aennon  before  the  Soc.  for 
Prop,  the  gospel,  compliments,  45T ;  calls 
on  tho  Rer.  Mr.  Klrtlaml  for  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  flostoi  board  of 
misamns,  4eO;  pi'omLsea  ihe  Rev.  Mr. 
Iriglis  a  map  of  -Uie  Indian  oonntry,  4fi2 ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Inglis  points  ont  to,  an  avoila- 
ble  fund  for  the  support  of  bis  plan  for 
christianising  the  Indians  462;  disap- 
proves of  admitting  hnsbandmen  or  me- 
chaidca  among  the  Indiana  aa  settlers, 
496 ;  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews  informs  him  that 
he  has  opened  a  grammar  school  in  Schen- 
ectady, lb.;  Bev.  Mr.  Inglis  oommuni- 
oates  his  further  pragress  with  tho  memo- 
rial on  tlie  sabieet  of  christianiaiDg  the 
Indians  to,  and  adopts  his  anggestions, 
iff!;  Eev.  Mr.  Andrews  informs,  that  he 
has  couverted  his  grnramat  school  into  an 
aCBidemy,  470 ;  expects  a  clergyman  to 
oSlciate  at.  the  Johnstown  ohnrch,  i15 ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Hanna  informs,  that  he  1ms 
received  holy  orders  in  the  Engii^ 
ohureh,  4fS;  ocquainta  Dr.  Burton  that 
the.  Rev.  Mr.  Hosely  is  about  to  take 
ehsree  of  the  Johnstown  miasicn;  461; 
rebuilds  the  ehnroh  at  that  place,   492; 

pardculoTS  of  some  difFicnltles  u.bont  land 
given  by  the  Navragansett  Indiana  to  tho 
§00.  for  Prop,  the  goapet,  485;  Col.  Bab- 
ooek  passes  a  high  eulorium  on,  437 ; 
spends  the   eummer  of   1773  on   Long 

of  his  intention  to  retire  from  Schenecta- 
dy, 493;  of  hia  proapeota  in  Virginia, 
495 ;  and  of  his  desire  to  tiilte  charge  of 
the  church  at  Johnstoim,  497 ;  thinks 
nnfavorftbly  of  Col.  Babooek'a  proposed 
Indian  academy,  497;  reports  the  slate 
of  the  misslona  in  his  neighborhood  to  the 
Soc.  for  Prop,  the  goapel,  600;  thaohuroh- 
'  "  haneotady  complain  to,  of 


e  Inkew 
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clergy  of  H.  York,  602;  eneouriges 
luem,  60.S ;  Eov.  Mr.  Mosoley  espreaaea 
his  gratitude  to,  G04;  unites  with  tho 
Rov.  Mr.  Inglis  in  urging  on  the  Soc.  for 
Prop,  the  gospel  the  necessity  of  having 
ohnrch  of  Bngland  miEsionaiies  among 
the  Indians,  506 ;  letter  of  the  Connecti- 
cut olergy  to,  in  favor  of  Partridge 
ThiCtoher,  614. 
Johnstown,  list  of  scholars  attending  the 
free  sohool  at,  41 6 ;  tho  ohuroh  at,  nn- 
Bupnlied  with  a  minister,  439 ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Andrews  offers  to  preach  oeeasJonaUy  at, 
471,  4GD;  some  suggeationa respecting  the 
churoh  iBid'  school  of,  473;    Kev.  Mr. 
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Moselj  engaged  as  minister  of  the  Epis- 
copa.1  cbutok  a.tj  131 ;  the  churcli  a.t,  re- 
biult,  and  the  Boliool  of,  ptospere,  (tfJ2 ;  . 
Mr.  AnSrens  applies  for  the  oharch  at,  ' 
49B 1  Her.  Mr.  MobbIt  reaigns  the  lining 
ot,  600.  . 

JonBthanj  Philip,  Indian  sohoolmaater  at 
Cimojoharie,  339. 

Jones,   Ber.   Uavid,    EaptJst   mii 
Freehold,  N.  J.,  letters  of  ordi 


the,  4E2 ;  sent  on  a  misiion  to  the  iQlliMls 
west  of  the  Ohio,  484. 
jnrnals    of  New  SeftiBrland,   3;    of  the 
seobnd  Esopns  nor,  3T ;  of  the  mBsEScre 
at    Wildwyck,    30;    of   Capt.    Kregier'a 


Kaimaudnsi^B,  363.  (see  Canadesas^.) 
Kayatlejoaseras,    attempt    lo     vaoatB    the 

patent  of,  1053. 
Kenney,  Rev.  Mr.,  reporla  that  Sir  ITm. 

Johnaon  will  auffei  none  but  ehurohmen 
nongth, 


Kicft,  1 

suppoiii 


traot  on  New  Netherlaud 
'8  by,  2 !  demimde  etttlafao- 
iereoramitteabr  an  Indian, 
0;  thij  Indiana  oonspiie  agitot,"9i  en- 
aea,\'oui3  to  oblain  Ba^Bfaction  of  the  In- 
diana for  matdera  -whioh  they  committed, 
10;  urged  to  attaaii  th:e  Indiana,  ih.; 
Miirjn  AdniLensen  makes  am  attempt  on 
the  life  of,  11;  commenis  on  the  admin- 
iskation  of,  101 ;  permifBion  tq  aCtack  the 
Ijidlane  dexoaaded  of,  103;  ^patches 
»  foTOB  agalneb  the  Indiana  of  Heraptead, 
105  i.  oold  Ijlooded  conauet  of,  lOfl ;.  takea 
leitTe  of  the  mmmoualty  of  N.  Amater- 
dam,  ltl9;  explanation  of  his  enmity  to 
Molyn,  110;  laat  worda  of.  111;  hia  ex- 
t  about  gold,  1 ' " 


logabury,  peli 

ou  for  the  e 

reotion  of  a 

new  county  in 

patt  of  th 

proTioee  of  N 

w  Yofk  by  t 

he  name  of 

ingBoo     assesBi 

nent  roll  of,  fo 

r 1975, 13B 

eansus'rf,  in  1133,  ISO. 

ingshind,  order 

for  the  aettlement  of  th 

township  of,  1 

T. 

of  the  person 

enrolled  in 

n  1738,  321, 

etseg.    (e* 

IVildiayck.) 

Kirtland,  pev.  Daniel,  310. 

,  Kev.  Samuel,  arriToa  at  Johnstown 

with  the  intention  of  learning  the  Mohawk 
langua^,  305;  aets  out  for  the  Mohawk 
ooontty,  Sl)7;  mentioned,  310;  goes  to 
N.  Jersey  college,  824;  proceeds  to  the 
Indian  country  to  learn  &e  Seneca  and 
Mohawk  languages,  342  ;  e^nerienofTa 
mach  klndhess  Som  Sir  Wm,  Johnaon, 
350;  ths  Jndiaua  thanked  for  their  kind- 
nesa  to,  858 ;  recommendayon  in  fftvor'  of, 
demanded,  357;  rBlittes  hia  experianoe 
among  the  Seneoa,  358 ;  reports  the  con- 
dition ot  things  in  wEEtern  N.  Y.,  $62  i 
ft  ooBr  of  his  journal  required  b^  Sir  Wm. 
Johnaon,  400 ;  Hev.  Mi'.  Inglia  commn- 
nioatea  aomethiug  to  Col.  Johuaun  respeot- 
ing,  409. 

KneSand,  Eev.  Ebenczei',  814,, 

ICregier,  Capt.  Martin,  joui-pal  of  tho^eecoild 
Esopna  war  by,  37,  45;  quells  a  nratiny, 
5G ;  warned  to  be  on  hia  gsard,  US ;  de- 
feats tho  Bsopns  Indiana  arid  «i,pt(irea 
another  of  their  forta,  73;  leads  ano^er 
expedidon  againat  the  Indiana,  30 ;  and 
ravages  their  plantation,  83 ;  proceeda  to 
the  Manliatana,  91 ;  Joomal  of  hia  voyaee 
from  the  Manhatans  io  ihe  Esopna,  98 ; 
rotnrns  finally  to  the  Manhatsua,  9B. 

Kuyler,  Joachim  I^.,  haniehed  tVom  Kew 
Hcthcrland,  110;  wrecked.  111.' 


Laer,  Pomlrie,  the  wife  of,  onptured  by  the 

Indlinns,  43. 
Laet,  Sieur  de,  the  work  of,  on  Hew  Neth- 

eiland  refeited  to,  22. 
Lakes  of  New  York,  the  great  inland,  113. 
Lamberville.  Rev.  Jatquea  de,  293;  Ebt. 

La  MoBtogne.  (see  Moatagae.) 

LanUBm,  fiev.  joaeph,  614. 

Land,  oondition  of  graniang,  in  K.  Netber- 
land,  32,  36;  inforaiation  relative  to  the 
granting  of  in  N.  Nethevland,  25;  re- 
specting the  wiM,  in  N.  K.,  S7. 

Languases,  eighteea  various,  iipokcn  on  the 


ISSi  1 


a  letter 


1   the,  4S0; 


apecimens  of  peculiar   combination    of 

words  in  the  Indian,  436 ;  and  in  the  COQ- 

atriiotion  ot  the,  436. 
Lappina,  Eev.  Job.  OaHp,,  ininiBterof  Cans 

iokaiie,  applies  Ui  Sii  Wm,  Johnaon  lot 

Eomo  neceaaari.ea,  33E. 
Latbrop,  Rev.  ElHah,  31B. 
LatiCnde  and  longitndB  of  the  moat  oonsld- 

crable  places  in  the  Prov,  of  K.  Y.,  1!6. 
LowB  of  N.  Y.,  Smith  and  Livingston's  Ed. 

of  the,  by  whom  printed,  32J. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


Lead  ore  found  in  the  Prov.  of.  Hew  York, 

m. 

LeljEiTion,  some,  notioe  of  the  rise -of  Dr. 
Wliaeloek's  Indian  aehool  at,  305-6; 
Eiimber  of  sclioIaiB  in  tlie  Indian  aoliool 


Leoj  Arthur,  biogropluoal  akeloh  of,  130. 
Legislature  of  S.  Y.,  retiew  of  ihe  lanj 
.1.  ii.  — -..._  ^  (],g^  previous  to  17! 


S44. 


Long  Island,   4  (   the  ohriBtiauB  of 
the  Indians,  11;  limdS  fit  for  ook 
on,    21;    Indians  of,   employed     „ 
those. of  BtopuB,  fi3,  76;  asBSSsment  iiiUa 
of  the  flvo  Dut*!li  iot^m  m    '   ' 


1DS9. 


1,  138;  I 


ignatio 
T5S;! 


temecoier,  Sev.  !Fra.  Jos.,  2S1. 

Le  Moyne,  Bav,  Simon,  291. 

Library  of  Sir  Heniy  Moody,  Bftrt.,  Ktta- 

loguB  of,  1O80.      ■ 
LibraricB,  pnblio,  in  Nevf  York,  destored 

by  the  Briinsh,  lUflO. 
Liduis,   Col.    Jno.,   oriBioolly  settled    the 

townofDnrham,  968. 


Lord,  Joseph,  tonders  his  lesigcs 

jiidgo  of  Cnmheil 

of  hmd  recommmmcu    m  uo  uum 

761 ;   beara  teatiraony  to  the  neigl 

conduct  of  some  of  the  N.  H.  ptople. 

the  eoni^nct  of,  approved,  770;  the 

nation  of,  deoliued,  171. 
,  Lieut.  Jonnittl  of  his  aoout  Beat 

Gaoi^e,  262. 
Loups,  the,  21. 
Latharans,   m    New  Netherland,    22 

loiniater  of  the,  at  Stonearahy,  diBpc 

taJLe  orders  in  the  Ch.  of  Engiand 

445, 160,  loS. 


Magdilen  Isltmtl,  the  Bsopus  Indians  retire 

Magee,  James,  printer,  Hugh  Gaino  aervea 
""his  Ume  to,  335. 
Mahikans,  the,  119. 
Maije,"  price  in  1650,  of,  S3. 
Makwaea,  the,  115.    (see  JHoftoicfts.) 
Mauoheatec,  petition  for  the  erection  of  a 

sev  conaty  on  Endaon  rirer,  to  be  called, 

873;    names  of   the   iahaliitants  o!    the 

townsliip  of,  686. 
Maahalana,  or  Sreat  river  of  Kaw  Hethor- 

land,  115. 
ManhatB,  population  in  1644  of,  21 ;  number 

of  laaguageB  apol^en  by  the  inhaintaats 

of,  ib.  1  dimenaons  of  the  lainnd  of,  21. 
Manning,    Rev.   James,   Secretary  of  the 

PhilodelpMiui  iJaptist  Basooialion,  484. 
Maoaaeld,  Kev.  ELohatd,  614. 
Mop  of  the  Net  Hampahire  grants  lefened 

to,  7D6. 
Marbletown,  names  of  tho^ 

militia  of,  in  1738,  231. 
Matenil,  Rev.  Pierre  de,.  293 
MHsepiiw  Indians  employed  by  the  Dnfeh 

in  the  Esopiis  war,  76. 
MnitJB  Gbnitaen's  W.  "° 
Maitinnehouck,  L.  I.,  2 
Maryland,  Sir  Eobett  Eden,  the  last  royal 

governor  of,  biogi'aphiail  notice  of,  in. 
MSsaohiisetla,  why  the  ivest  bounds  of,  ap. 

proftch  so  near  the  Hudson's  river,  531. 

538. 
Massapelns,  Id 2. 
Mateiiotty,  or  men  of  blnod,  the  Dutch  El 

called  by  the  Indiana,  8. 
Mhtonwaes,  the  island  of,  115.     (sec  Long 

lalond.) 
Mat'epe    the  Indians  of,  attaoied   by 

Dutch   16 
Maiinee  nver,  21. 
Mavono,  an  In^an  saoliem  near  QreeniritJi, 


roCluve,  Rev.  Dr.,  biogtaphioal 
366. 
McKesson,  John,  secretary  of  thi 

igapolensis.  Rev.  Mr.,  the  Kotl 

Melyn,  Comelis,  colonic  of,  6; 
from  N.  Natheriond,  110 ;  his  a 
ed,  HI;  narrowly  ese^B drowning,  lb. 


linthE 


ed,  HI;  narrowly  esoM^B d 
Memoir  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Delan 


line,  lb. 
1035;  of 


Meniisings,   the,  M  the  Esopus  Indian: 

46,  48,  63. 
Menonists  m  N.  Netherland,  32. 
Mercury,  the  New  York,  386. 
Merekenacks,  or  Indians  of  Brooklyn,  10! 
Mexico,  bay  of,  an  inland  navigation  fens 

ble  betwsan  the  province  of  Hew  York  ai 

the,  173. 
Meynderta,  Mjndert,  colonie  of,  6,  9. 


lilitia  of  the  Prov.  of  New-Yorb,  ordered 
to  be  enumerated,  167 ;  act  regarding  the, 
passed  annually,  180;  names  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  belonging  in  17.1S,  to  the. 


Minerals  of  N.  Netherland,  117;  of  the 
Prov.  of  N.York,  171, 

Minnistnok,  popalation  of,  in  1738,  1S5. 

Miscellanies,  1069. 

Missionaries,  a  list  of  the  early,  among  the 
Iroquois,  291;  caveat  entered  at  Port 
Btanwix  gainst  ^ienalang  the  Indian 
lands  by  two  K.  Bng.,  390 ;  intrigues  of 
the  N.  Eng.,  397. 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


.  _  .        ...  of  the,  2; 

negotiate  betTreeu  the  Dutch  Rud  Eeopus 
Indians,  49 ;  result  of  their  miaeion,  60 ; 
furtheL' negotiation  of  the,  SI,  53  j  eolHs- 
ion  between  the  northern  Indians  and  the, 
SOi  Rev.  J.  C.  Hoitniok'a  addrCKi  to  the, 
2aSj  address  of  the,  to  the  ting  in  favor 
of  Bbv.  J.  0.  Hartwiok,  29S;  send  their 

Sath  to  ihe  Lebrmon  Indian  school  to 
edacubed,  30(i,  3UT-,  nunea  of  tbe 
^holars  at  f'ovt  Hunter  belon^ng  to  the, 
417 1  acknowledged  to  be  the  head  of  the 
Sbt  Nttliona,  ii2;  symbol  of  the,  lb,; 
whj  culled  Canninngaea)  ib.  (see  Ag- 
niehroaoas.) 

river,  extent  of  the  oarrjing  ploie 

between  lake  Otsego  and  the,  ITS;  be- 
tween Oueida  lake  and  the,  ib. 

vallej,  timber  of  the,  112;  nature 

ofthesoilol'the,  1?S;  forts  in  the,  130; 
ohiiatiBBfi  in  the,  1050. 

Montague,  CounoUlov  La,  oonimaBde  an 
exiFedttion  against  the  Indians,  14,  15; 
cold  blooded  conduct  of  106. 

Montanua'  deMrlptiou  of  Sew  Ifetherload, 

lis. 

Montauk  Indians,  (bbb  Smith,  ilea.  J.; 
C.  Occam;  FmcUr.) 

Uontcnltn,  Gen.,inEtTuatJonsDf,  transmitted 
by  lather  Rohaud  to  Gen.  Amherst,  BBB. 

MonB'eal,  latitnda  and  longitnda  of,  I76j 
desoription  of,  in  1738,  2M;  Eev.  Mr. 
Delisle,  Eplsoopal  miniBlar  o^  617. 

Montraraor,  Co!,  answer  of,  Va  Capt.  Oreen'! 
observations  on  a  plan  of  a  fort  to  bt 
erected  at  the  Oneida  carrying  place,  625. 

Moody,  Sir  Henir,  catalogue  of  the  library 
of,  1060. 

MoOBB,  Gov,  Sir  Hetty,  at  Johnson  Hall, 
SBO;  assists  at  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stan- 
wis.SBS;  patroniies  Mr.  Adnlr'3  work  or 
Bielndiana,  412,  414;  ordered  not  to  dis- 
turb ony  persons  having  vaHd  titles  undei 
He™  Hcuapshiro  for  bud  west  of  Conneo- 
tiont  river,  680 ;  letters  of,  to  Lord  Shel- 
bnrne,  in  ansirer  to  his  loiilship's  dispatch 
8M  vindieating  his  government  from  the 
eharges  contained  in  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Rohinson  and  others,  60fl,  605 ;  eroet* 


of  Cumberland,  598;  denies  that  he  ever 
exacted  fees  from  those  unable  to  pay 
them,  600;  writes  to  Lord  Hillsboro' that 
he  still  refuEea  to  grant  any  lands  on  the 
west  side  of  Connecticut  rivet,  611;  sidd 
to  have  refnsed  to  pnss  any  patents  for 
lands  west  of  Couneelicut  river  without 
payment  of  hie  full  fees,  621. 

Morgan,  Kev.  Ahel,  modeiator  of  tie  PM- 
lailelphia  Baptist  Association,  iU. 

Mosely,  Bav.  Biohard,  engaged  as  minister 
of  Johnstown,  431 ;  aitivcs  at  Albany  on 
his  way  to  Johnstown,  464;  Intends  re- 
linquishing the  churdi  at  Johnstown, 
4^6;  resigns  the  living  at  Johnstown^ 
SOD;  espresaea  his  sense  of  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson's  goodness  to  him,  5U7. 
,  aev.  Samnel,  819. 

Mountains  of  New  Netherloiid,  3;  of  New 
York,  171. 

unro.  Rev.  Harry,  Episcopal  minister  of 
Albany,  biographioal  nolJOB  of,  410;  com- 

SltJns  that  some  persons  have  been  en- 
eavoorlng  to  disturb  the  peace  of  hla 
congregation,  462 ;  has  a  good  congrega- 
tion, 482;  makes  a  ooileotion  in  New 
York  for  his  chuivh  at  Albany,  484, 
,  John,  affidavit  of,  regarding  re- 
sistance offered  to  tile  cMl  anthority  of 
Bew  York  in  the  New  Hampshire  grantfl, 
""  ■--  '•  -y  Bauyer  Informing  him 
"■'  persecution  of  the 
,  .  ^  instmcted  to  \i^e  prO' 
eeedln^  against   Robert  Cochrane   and, 

ed  BherliE  of  Albany  oounty,  t23 ;  sends 
infonnalion  to  N.  T,  respecting  the  con- 
tinued insolence  of  the  Bennington  mob, 
761;  applies  for   protection  against  the 

the.t  they  have  emnmenced  an  armed  or- 
ganimtion,  77S ;  and  that  he  has  arrested 
some  connterfdters;  of  his  inability,  to 
enforce  the  law  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
province,  and  Uiat  he  declines  to  act  any 
longer  as  a  magistrate,  800. 

.Peter  Jay,  411. 

Mnrroji  Eev.  Alesander,  notice  of,  383; 
'    "        talring  charge   of  the  Episcopal 


the    continued    perseci 


Hapaier,  Mr  dutetor  general  of  hospitals 
ofK    Y,59l 

Nassaw,  foH,  5,  nver,  21. 

Haw  Amsterdam,  6  population  of,  fl; 
church  of,  21,  some  of  the  houses  in, 
built  of  stone,  23  description  of,  116; 
ohansed  to  New-York,  131;  (see  Kev>- 
rorft) 

Kaw  Connecticut,  State  of,  the  H.  Hainp- 
Ghire  grants  resolve  that  they  be  hence- 
forth railed  the,  930;  the  name  of,  changed 


New  Engli 


B ineupporto 


F  England, 

_.',  obliges  several  colonists , 

and  setUe  in  N.  Netberland,  6;  mocle 
adopted  for  tie  conatraetlon  of  bouses  by 
the  early  settlers  in,  SI ;  price  of  cattle 
in,  3.S  1  intrigues  at  Fort  Staiiwis  of  tha 
missionaries  fium,  397. 
New  Hampshire  grants,  eontroveray  reepeet- 
ini  the,  629;  order  of  the  (iov.  and 
Cinnoil  of  N.  T.,  in  favor  of  the,  west  ot 

ordcrod  to  sue  out  their'  grants,  687 ;  p«r- 


jOO*^  Ic 


Eons  hai-ing  ralid  titles  to,  not  to  bi 
tiirbed  iu  ■  the  possossioa  of  their  lajids 
by  the  govt,  of  H.  Yott,  589;  lands  held 
under,  not  to  ba  regranted  by  N.  Y.  609 ; 
Partridge  Thauhei  [eoommended  to  b( 
tke  first  sovernor  of  the,  QU;  petition  ti 
tils  king  frum  oertidn  persons  on  the,  to 
the  weatffaril  of  ConnaotLout  rirer  prajing 
to  be  re-annesed  to  New  Hampshu^,  fl"" 
oertJfioatB  of  the  Burvejor-geooral  of 


onpanta  of,  873;  affldavita  proviug  publio 
disorders  to  bate  been  fomented  by  Heir 
Hampshire  on  the,  079,  el  seq.;  list  itnd 
doAds  of  the  weat  of  Conneodeut  liver, 
708,  lot;  oeiioin  parties  balding,  to  be 
alloirediiot  exceeding  500  acres,  717;  tbe 
rioters  and  traitors  of  the,  reUre  to  tbi 
mounttuns  where  they  cannot  be  appre- 
hended, 747;  some  of  the,  afterwardi 
oonflvmsd  under  Sevf  York,  ISS;  the  in- 
habitants of  the,  west  of  Conneotioui 
river,  resolve  foaendanagent  to  England 
BOO ;  the  people  of  the,  send  agents  ti 
London  to  demand  as  alteration  in  th< 
jurisdiction,  8U2;  plan  of  the  board  of 
trade  for  the  settlement  of  the  diffioulties 
on  the,  303;  approved,  327;  (see  IV^on, 
QoB. )  a  ooavealion  at  Dorset  deolare  the 
neaeaaity  of  ereottog  the,  into  a  separi 
district,  920;  fnrUier  prooBodinga  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  the,  into  a  new  state, 
B23(  several  of  the,  deoloie  themselves  in- 
dependant  of  the  State  of  N.  Y.,  BSO; 
and  assume  the  name  of  New  Oonnecticnt, 
lb.;  (sea  Vermoivt.)  Thoa.  Tonng  en- 
ooun^ee  the  people  of  the,  to  form  a  state 
conslJtDlJou,  ^34;  the  reoommendation  of 
oongreas  to  form  state  constitutions  sent  to 
tliB,9S6;  leporttotheN,  Y.  Prov.  Cong, 
on  the  eastern  part  of  Ihe,  937;  theinhab' 
itants  of,  meet  in  oonfention  and  declare 
their  independence,  912 ;  the  independent 
goTemment  attempted  to  be  eslobliahed 
by  the  people  of,  ^countenaneed  by  the 
continental  eougteas,  94S;  proposals  ten- 
dered b;  X.  Y.,  for  the  settlement  of  the 
diffioultjes  in  the,  951;  petition  of  the 
pro^etora  of  the,  to  the  king,  1027. 
Kew  Hampshire,  the  provinoe  of,  description 
of  the  bounds  of,  532 ;  the  asthorities  of, . 


It  lands 


■nPt.,  I 


the  kini  in  connoll  fixing  the  boundary  1 
tivean  New  York  and,  "■  ■ 
of,  antborisea  an  eiploi 
waters  of  the  Connecticut  river,  721;  the 
eounoil  of,  adsiaea  Gov.  Wentworth  not  to 
take  any  notice  of  Giov.  Tryona  procla- 
mation, 766 


erected  n  settlers  sent  to  b. ;  first  set- 
tlers In,  6  the  cause  of  the  var  in,  ib. ; 
proposed  to  he  mortgage  1  to  ff .  England, 
13 ;     descnp   on    of      >       Father    Isaac 
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variety  of  aecta  in,  22 ;  conditions  of  land 
gianilog  in,  ib. ;  date  of  tbe  that  arrival 
of  the  Doioh  at,  23;  climate  of,  ib.; 
Secy  Van  Tlenhoven'e  infoimation  re- 
specting the  wild  lands  in,  26 ;  proper 
aeaaon  when  Bmigrants  shonld  sail  tti,  30; 
rules  observed  in  tbe  oonstraclion  of 
houses  arid  viUagas  in,  31 ;  mode  of  ta.U 
toning  h<^9  in,  '62^  oatUe  necessary  for 
{armera  in,  ib. ;  olaases  of  persona  beet 
adapted  for  -emigration  to,  34;  moda 
adapted  ia  the  granting  of  land  in,  36; 
Montanua'  description  of,  US;  bonnda- 
ries  of,  115:  tbe  Srst  emigrants  to,  181, 
132.  (secIVsiD  York.)  first  ohurob  erected 

Newspapers,  early  N.  York,  327,  385. 
Newton,  Kev.  Christopher,  014. 
Newtown,  L.  I.,  Rev.  Andrew  Bay,  min- 

Hew  Utrecht,  assessment  roll  of,  in  1676, 


Naw  York  dty,  formerlv  New  Amsterdam, 
'"■    latitude  and  longitnde  of,  176;  forti- 


of,  in  1733,  ISflj  names  of  the  offloera  and 
soldieiB  in  1733,    of  the 

m-!t 


by  the  Bntieh'in,    lOflQ;  James  Daajie 

S pointed  mayor  of,  1073 ;  names  of  the 
o'gy  ot,  in  1796,  1034. 

college,  order  of  the  govemor'a  of 

the,  for  the  settlement  of  their  township, 
767. 

,   tha  provinoe  ot,   in   I73fi,   163 -, 

queries  relating  to,  106 ;  eensna  of,  order- 
ed to  be  taken,   IBS;  Cadwallader  Ool- 


t  f  171  t  rah  f  t  t  f  t 
tl  m  ts  i  th  h  gh  t  part  f  172 
th  gre  t  1  nd  1  k  f  173  mm  rail 
ad  il  f  174  lim  t  f  175  h  un 
da         f  177        p      ea  fth   g      m        t 

f    180      1  ngth     f  th     at  f  th 

Igil  t  re  f  p  n  to  17!8  244; 
papa™  ill  tstrat   g   th  t       ray 

spectdng  ^    m    t  bet         N  w  H  mp 

hir  ad  629  bo  d  d  oast  by  th 
C  nneoti  nt  5SS      rep  rt     f   the 

attorn  y  ge    ral       th    eatmbo  md  tj 

f   637  J     e  1     1      heervat  n 

thereupon,  640;  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Opv.  Weatworth  fnmished  by  order  ot  the 
board  of  trade  to  the  agent  of,  643 ;  report 
of  the  conndt  of,  on  Uie  east  hounds  of, 
650;  proclamation  declaiii^  the  Connec- 


nndary  between  New 


,Goo<^lc 


five  bSndred'  aatea  of  Itind,  !lT;  couuoiL 


onr^imem! 


ed  bj  New  IlanipEhite  piid  once  i 
by,  7a6 ;  the  oouiioiJ  o£,  resolve  to  maKe 
B,  lop-CEentotioo  to  W  majeatj's  govern- 
ment on  the  proceedlogs  of  tba  people  m 
tbs  noithera  part  of  tbe  province  of.  Who 
Couti«ue  to  bid  deitance  to  the  htw,  S02 ; 
a  militeuj  foroe  demanded  lo  put  down  tlie 
Bennington  mob  by  Iba  oonnoil  of,  82fi, 
8S1.'  (see  Haidimmd  Geil,,)  liknds  of, 
to  bo  settled  in  townshije,  1D52;  Bit  C. 
Hardy  realgna  tlie  goveminent  of,  lOSSj 
proolomalion  of  the  loat  rojnl  governor 
of,  10S5. 
^ew  Tort  provindal  congrcES  of,  Etban  Al- 
len, exi)ves3es  a  desire  to  be  reconciled  to, 
ondtliankB  that  body  for  tbeii  respeetf nl 
treatKLtnt  of  the  Gi-een  Monnt^n  boys, 
BiS;  iippointB  Seth  Warner,  Lt.  Colonel, 
S20 1  loport  to  the,  on  tbe  ?tate  of  Cum- 
beriand  nnd  Gloceeter  connMee,  93T. 

ber  the,  1120,'  923,  B23,  B24,  B26,  B2fl; 
Gominitt^e  of  safety  of  the,  protest  against 
tbs  continental  oo^reas  orgeniaing  a  regi- 
ment in  the  N-  H.  gmnts,  independent 
of,  and  deraand  that  t£e  insnrgente  be  re- 

Suired  to  snbmit  to  the  auUiDrity  of  tbe, 
S6j  demands  the  recall  of  Col.  Warner  s 
Commiauon,  929 ;  deprived  of  &ve  ooun- 


ties  by  the  king  of  Great  Britoin,  ib, ; 
several  of  tbe  N.  H.  gisnts  deelBi'c  them- 

the  Dommittee  of  safely  of,  on  learning 
that  Yermnut  is  eodeavoiing  to  be  Inde- 
pendent, 848;  tbe  committee  of  safety  of, 
orders  tbe  distribation  ol  the  resolves  of 
oongioEs  disooiiiitenaTioing  the  indepen- 
dence of  Vermont  to  be  cxrculal«d  tbrongh- 
out  tbe  eastern  part  of  the,  V4B ;  pi-opoenb 
of  the,  for  tbe  settlement  of  the  dlffioul- 
tiea  on  the  N,  H.  granl;,  «51;  .'rate  filed 
for  the  commutation  of  the  qnit  rents  due 
to  the,  964;  prMOB^Is  of  the,  deemed 
unsatMaatory  by  Vermont,  St9;  itadele- 
gates  in  aongresa  inatmcled  lespectlng  tbe 
disturbonoee  in  the  N.  £•  part  of  tbe, 
887;  resolationa  providing  for  the  Ver- 
mont sufferers  'passed  by  the  legislature 
of,  1016;  list  of  the  several  tracts  of  land 
appropriated  to  tbe  Vermont  sulferera  in 
tbe,  101.8 ;  teims  of  tbe  settlement  of  the 
oontrovei^  between  Veimont  and,  1023; 
appropriatjon  of  the  money  paid  by  Ver- 
mont to,  1024. 

Neyaneainok,  description  of  the  land  at,  29. 

Niagara,  the  Frenoh  fort  at,  241. 

Kieasen,  Ohriatian,  15;  sent  1 

Xndians  behind  Magdalen  ialtuiu,  ii ;  no- 
companies  an  expedition  against  the 
Esopus  Indians,  54;  ordered  to  lie  with  a 
party  in  anihnsb,  59,  60;    conunands  a 

Cby  s^nt  to  proteob  the  reapers  at  the 
pus,    fil ;   despatobed  '  with  a   party 
against  tbe  Baopns  Indians,  62 ;  awoni- 
panles  a  party  Bgninst  the  Indians,  71 ; 
left  in  command  at  the  Esopas,  91. 
North  river,  the  great,  31. 
Norton,  Kev.  John,  319. 

Nyssen,  Cbristiaen.   (see  Jfiesscit.) 


o  attack  the 


Observations,  Cadwallader  Colden'E,  on  the 
situation,  soil,  climate,  *o.,  of  the  Prov. 
of  New  York,  189;  on  the  ciroumstanaes 
And  condition  of  the  people  of  Ulster  and 
Orange  counties,  the  author  and  printers 
of  the,  reprimanded  by  the  house  of  assera- 
blyofN.  Y.,  327. 

Oooom,  Rev.  Samraon,  sent  a  mlsHonary  to 
the  Onddas,  3B6;  Ijiog.  notice  of,  S41; 
patronised  by  the  couut^s  of  HantingCon, 
SSI;  label's  among  the  Montauk  Indians, 
852;  visits  the  Oneidas,  353;  received 
favorably  in  England,  S6T. 

Oel,  Eev.  John  Jacob,  comyilainB  that  the 
Bostoniers  propose  establishing  scboolsand 
tbe  Presbyterian  religion  among  the  Mo- 
hawks, 30?. 

Offloers  of  militia  commissioned  by  the  gov- 
eiBor,  180. 

Ogdena  Mount,  about  one  mile  westof  Crown 
Point,  284. 

t^lTle,  EflT.  John,  bis  opinion  na  to  tbe 


propriety  of  carrying  on  the  war  with 
more  vigor,  S02 ;  ailowanee  for  an  Indian 
missionaiy  paid  only  to,  310;  i^commend- 
ed  as  editor  of  the  Indian  prayer-book, 
E64 ;  willing  to  iissist  in  tbe  completion  of 
thelndiiui  prayer-book,  384;  mentioned, 
405;  professor  in  King's  Coll.  N.  Tork, 
41S;  mentioned,  44!. 
Ohio,  espediency  of  establishing  a  govern- 
ment on  the,  argued   before   the  privy 

Oneida  carrrying  place,  observations  on  a 
plan  of  a  fort  to  be  hnllt  at  the,  521;  to- 
pography of  the,  626. 

Indiana,  state  of  their  school,  Bll; 

symbol  of  the,  432 ;  why  called Onoynta,  ib. 

river,  oonrse  of  tbe,  173. 

Onogquaea,  the  Delawares  opposed  to  the 
EngiiA  bnilding  a  fort  Bt,  302. 

Onohoquage,  Heseklah  Calvin  leeommenaod 
for  the  Indian  BCbool  at,  307. 

OnonAiga  Indiana,  strengtti  of  the,  in  1770, 
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42T(  call  theioselTea  people  of  tliQ  Great 


Opdyk,  Ensign,  sent  nllh  &  party  agnJEfit 
the  ladiBus  of  Hempstead,  105. 

Oionge  county,  censua  of,  in  lf38,  185; 
names  of  the  officers  mid  soldiers  of  ttie 
miliUa  of,  203 ;  E6t.  Heiekliih  Watkins 
leprimEmded  by  the  honse  of  assemblj  for 
pifliliahing  observaUoDE  On  tie  oireum- 
^ 1   , ._..-!.-._   -f  jjjg  people  of- 


Btiinoes  and  cont^don  <r. 


i,  327. 


—  fort,  (see  „ .  , 

toitn,  population  of,  in  1738, 135. 

Order  to  repair  the  palllsades  of  the  fort  at 
Wildwjek,  66,  84-  prohibiting  the  sale  of 
strong  liqnora  to  the  military  at  tbe  Bso- 
pua,  78;  proUbilnng  tha  militfirj  coming 
from  Bondoat  to  Wildwjofc  without 
leave,   35;  for  the  pioseoutdon  of  Silas 

n_T.? j'Ti     fixing  Uifl  boundary  be - 

t  and  Nf  -  "-■-■---■- 


ff  Torfc  a 


Hanipsliire    v 


577;  that  ths  claimanlB  under  N.  Homp- 


their  grants,  597,  539;  dis- 
let  of  the  New  Yol'l:  legisia- 
■  Cumbeiland  county,  003; 
e  governor  of  Hew  York  to 
lake  grants  of  Hjiy  Imjds  already  patented 
Dy  New  HunpshuTi,  flOS ;  for  the  erection 
of  Gloeester  county,  694;  to  arrest  Seth 
Warner,  729;  for  tlie  aireat  of  Ethan 
Allen  ^id  others,  749 ;  isstmeting  Got. 

settlement  ^  tbe  diffioultles  respooting  tiie 
H.  H.  grants,  796, 

Ordinance  forbidding  settlers  to  remove  fVom 
the  Esopua,  58 ;  regulating  the  sale  of 
Htiong  dnnk  at  the  Eaopus,  HI ;  prohibit- 
ing &e  military  at  the  Esopus  to  leave 
their  posta,  withoat  penuisHon,  76;  pro- 
hibiting t)ie  £iiQg  of  guns  on  uew  year's 
day,  97. 

OsBOitNE,  Sir  DttJivers,  sniidde  of,  1057. 

Oswego,  iaatude  and  longitude  of,  178, 

Otsego  lake,  extent  of  the  carrying  place 
between  the  Mohawk  river  anfl,  173. 

Otter  creak,  settlement  of  Ool.  Eeid  on, 
destroyed,  842,  8i6. 

Oxen,  price  of,  in  New  Notheriand,  32. 

Oysterbay,  wty  so  called,  38. 


New  York,  S27, 


Pamphlet,  eittitled.  The  power  and  nondeur 
of  Oreat  Britain  foanded  on  tlie  libertiea 
of  the  ooIonieB,  393;  of  the  Key.  Dr. 
White  OB  The  case  of  the  Episcopal  ehnrcb 
&t  the  close  of  the  revolu^on,  515;  Be- 
view  of  the  military  operations  in  North 

French  hoatllities  to  the  surrender  ofOs- 

T^rker,  James,  printer  a 
385. 

Patterson,  Col.  Eleaaer,  arrested  by  Ethan 
Allen,  985;  petitions  the  legislature  of 
N.  Y.  in  behalf  of  the  Vermont  sufferers, 

Favonia,  Indians  attacked  by  the  Dutch  at, 

Indians,  13;  Indians  massacred  at,  103. 

Payne,  Rev.  Wm.,  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
dmroh  of  Sohenectady,  503. 

Peach  trees  killed  by  the  ftost  in  New 
York,  175. 

Pels,  Evert,  83. 

Pennewitz  eonspircs  against  the  Butch,  15. 

Pennaylvania,  the  constitutioD  of,  recom- 
mended sa  a  modol  to  the  people  of  Ver- 

Penobacot  Indians,  the,  kill  some  Mobawks 

and  Mohegans,  60. 
Peters,  Rev.  Mr.,  missionary  of  Hebron,  036. 
Pbelpi,  Oharlei,  communicates  to  Che  legis- 
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latnre  of  Sew  Yorlc  the  opinions  prevail- 
ing in.  congresH  on  the      tn        ea 
ing  the  N.  H.  grants 

attendance  at  congres 

Philadelphia,    laUtude 
176;  Bollege  of,  obtMn  asaii 

ance  from  the  bland  o     am 

Picqnet,  itav.  Pre.,  294 

Pierroa,  Bev.  Jean,  293 

Pietaraen,   Capt.    joch  m  part 

against  the  Indians, 

Fit^  petition  for   the 
county  on  the  east  s  La  m 

plain,  to  be  called,  57 

Pomte  a  la  chevelnre,  2 

Pomroj,  Rev.   Banj'n,  ts  S      Wm 

Johnson's    patronage  B 

Wheelock'B  Indian  sc  oo  no  oaen 

him  copy  of  cert^  re    mm  ijs 

notice  of,  ib-j  minist  H  , 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  informs,  he  will  be 
always  ready  to  promote  Br,  Wheelock'B 
undertakings,  320;  appointed  to  confer 
with  Sir  Wm.  Jobnson  on  tha  aabjeet  of 
christianising  the  Indians,  367;  viaibi 
Albany,  379. 

Poneet,  Rav.  Jos.  Anthony,  292. 

Port  May,  115. 

Post-boy,  the  N.  Y.  weekly,  327. 

Pongbkeepsie,  first  Bpiacopsl  church  in, 
1059. 

Powers,  Bev.  Peter,  319. 

Pownal,  several  of  the  inhabitants  of,  ar- 
rested by  the  sherilE  of  Albany,  678; 
names  of  the  inbabitants  of  the  township 
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Piajcr-booli,  Indi™,  Sic  Wm.  Jolinson  do- 
dgna  ptintinB  a  new  etlUioii  of  the,  321; 
Mr.  We  jmoD  is  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
printing  of  tlie,  326;  Sir  Wm,  JohnsMi 
enoloees  to  the  EeT.  Dr.  Barclay  a.  plan 
for  the  neiT,  33D;  dlffletilty  of  printing 
the,  in  HcwYork,  3M;  pnnijng  of  the, 
intermptied  by  Di.  Bem^y'B  death,  3^0  j 
TCnuJnder  of  Bbt.  Dr.  Bmolay'a  MS.  for 
the,  sent  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  be  cot- 
rwted,  343;  Eev,  Mr.  OgilTle  lecom- 
manded  to  superintend  the  printing  of 
the,  364;  Hugh  Qnine  andertakes  to 
Oomplete  the  printans  of  the,  384 ;  tnrthsr 
paTticnlars  abont  the  priniaog  of  the, 
386;  and  binding  the,  387,  3S6;  nearly 
iiui^ed,    390;    oomplked,    405;    Hu^ 

the,  417. 
Presbyterians  the,  feared  by  the  cbniiih  of 
BnKliuid,3eS;  of  Great  Banington  inflict 
■J  hardship  on  the  Episoopaliana,  373 ; 

/^n-7    mlltifr^nvu     tit      dituinir 


iliefii 


,  38Si 
erywherf 


:a  at  Albany 

ong  tlie  Indians, 


ot  New  Torlt,  55S;  of  Gov.  Wentworth, 
declaring  the  pntent  to  the  Suks  of  York 
obEoleto,  end  onoonraging  tb^  grtmtees 
under  Xen  Eanrgahire  to  proaeed  nitii 
their  settlements  vest  of  Cosceetiont 
river,  fi70;  of  Bov.  WantnorUi  asserting 
that  l^e  vest  bounds  of  Kew  Hampshire 
approaeh  within  twenty  miles  oJ  the 
Hudson  river,  ib. ;  for  the  airost  of  James 
Et'eokenridge  and  others  for  obatmotlDg 
the  diiielon  of  the  Wallumaohaal:  patent, 
6l5j  681;  reiterating  Che  right  tJ  Mew 
York  to  the  lands  west  ot  the  Comieotiont 
river,  750'5  Gov.  Wentworth  declines 
publisbii^  it,  7f 


theai 


<t  of  £tban  Allen  and  other  ri 


p  llio,  327,  SB5. 

ti       for    the    setllcmcnt    of  the 

y  b  twctn  Foi't  Edward  and  Lake 

656 ;  declaring  the  Connecticut 

0  he  the  east  bounds  of  the  1 


s,  871. 

M^lSHf,  „.,,,  ™ 
as  minister  of  Rye. 

Puritans  hi  N.  Ketheriaod,  22. 

Fnlnam,  Israel,  journals  of  his  sconta  around 
loltea  George  and  Ghamplaiu,  264,  et 
si^-i  an  account  ot  his  skirmish  with  the 
enemy,  272 ;  report  of  his  soout  to  South 
bfty,  279 !  manied  the  widow  Gardiner, 
409. 

-J  Timothy,  report  of  his  scout  ueiu 


Quebeok,  lEitltndo  and  longitude  of,  17S;    ' 

descripHoJi  of,  in  173S,  240. 
Queens  county,   oenstiB  of,   in  173B,  1ST; 

names  of  the  ofhcera  and  soldiers  of  the 

militaaof,  209. 
QnmDB   trees  killed  by  the  fmst  hi  Hew 

York,  ITS. 


for  the  commutation  of  the,  due 
state  of  New  York,  846. 


lighia  of 
■ere  origi- 


ftafeix,  E«v.  Pierre,  292. 

Eajsneneau,  Rev.  Panl,  291. 

Hand,  Jno.,  s^oolrauster  at  Rye,  408. 

Baritans,  some  of  the,  attacked,  11 ;  loca- 
tion ofthe,  29;  mentioned,  102. 

Hatilcanalce,  a  man  bit  bj  a,  at  Bed  Hook, 
48;  deaoriptionof  the,  123. 

ReceiTBT-goneial  of  tie  province  of  New 
York,  Iww  appointed,  181. 

Bed  Hook,  Dutohess  county,  tlic  Ssopns 
Indians  retire  to,  48 ;  ate  attacked  and 
defeated  at,  47;  a  roan  bit  by  a  rattle- 
snake at,  m. 

Beders,  reservaiJoEB  in  the  townsbips  west  of 

Hampshire  council,  called,  603. 
Heed,  Capt.  James,  report  of  his  SCO 

■Wood  oreek,  271. 
Ittid,  Ool.,  SflttlBmsnt  of,  destroyed,  842, 

m. 


Religion,  the  Colvinlst,  only  publicly  eier- 
dsod  in  New  Netherland ;  aU  others,  how- 
ever, tolerated,  23. 

Remonstrance  egainat  erecting  five  new 
counties  in  the  northern  part  of  theprov- 
inee  of  New  York,  and  praying  for  the 
erection  of  the  county  of  Golden  on  the 
west  side  of  Oonnectiont  river,  58(1. 

Benselaorwyok,  oolonie  of,  5,  6;  oolonista 
of,  sell  guns  to  the  Indians,  7;  descrip- 
tion of,  m  1644,  23. 

1  of  that  jirovi — , 

537!  "f  H.  M.  oonndl  of  New  York  on 
the  dispute  between  Ibat  province  and 
New  Hampshire  respectang  boundary, 
550;  of  the  committee  of  the  council  of 
New  York  on  the  petitions  for  the  erection 
of  sundry  new  countieg  in  the  northern 
part  of  tiiat  province,  588;  en  the  otit- 


jOo»^Ic 


rages  of  tho  BenninEtaa  mob,  to  tlie 
assembly  ofN.Y.,  863.^ 

and  militMT  ofScers  of,  2S9. 
Bing,  desoriptjoa  of  an  antient  moumii^j 

Eiot,  ia  Oumberland  oounby,  narlaonlara  of, 
BOB,  et  seg.,-  cause  of  the,  SlO,  9U,  918. 

fiobaud,  Ray.  Father,  Sir  Wm-  Johoaon 
makee  him  a  present  of  ten  pounds,  303; 

<iabing  tiia  opinuius  of  the  Cuiadians  on 
.the  oongneet  of  Canada,  vith  enndry 
papeis  OB  to  the  necessity  of  the  English 
xetoining  Oonada,  Jso.,  336. 

Eobartson,  James,  the  last  myal  governor 
of  H.  y.,  a  proclamation  of,  calling  on 
the  people  lo  rotuin  to  their  allegiance, 
1035. 

Robinson,  Beverly,  Gen.  Putnam's  wife  in- 
terred  in  the  rault  of,  iDB. 

,  Samuel,  and  othaia,  arrested  by  the 

sheriff  (tf  Albany  for  havinp;  diapoBsessed 
sundry  of  the  Hoeick  tenanlii,  ilS ;  order 
on  the  polition  to    tte  king  from    thf 
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gnuitBeB  under  New  Hampshire  presented 
by,  588  i  Oor.  Moore's  answer  to  the  pe- 
tition of,  690 1  in  what  capacity  he  served 
during  the  French  war,  601;  petition  of, 
to  the  king,  1021. 

Boohester,  (Ulster  co.,)  names  of  the  mili- 
tia men  of,  235. 

Eoekingham,  names  of  those  in,  who  signed 
the  petition  to  be  annexed  to  New  Hamp- 

Bogeis,  Capt.  Robert,  joimials  of  his  scent- 
ing expeiimons  in  the  vicinity  of  lukea 
George  and  Ohamplain,  269,  et  seq.;  ac-' 
count  of  his  skimiisb  irith  the  enemy's 
advanced  guard,  272 ;  report  of  his  BOOaW 
to  Crown  Point,  284,  285. 

to  Crawn  Point,  281.' 
Rondont,  41. 
Roose,  Albert  Heymans,  guiliy  of  inaolenoe, 

the  Indiana,  93. 
Roaaiter,  Rev,  Aaher,  31B. 

,  Rev,  Ebenoier,  318. 

Bye,  notice  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Avery  of,  409. 


3  Kill,  Indiana  of,  friendly  to  the 
uutob,  48. 

Sahouwadi,  Paulus,  ft  Mohawk  achoolmaa- 
tor,  508. 

St.  Clair,  Gen-  advises  the  people  of  Due- 
ham  to  remain  on  their  lands,  956. 

St.  John,  the  Green  Mountain  boys  seise  a 
vessel  and  destroy  a  number  of  craft  at, 


'er,  irs. 


919. 

St.  Lawrence,  source  of  the 

St.  Bftorament  Laie,  173. 

Salter,  Rev.  Eiohard,  319. 

Salt  Springs  in  the  Onondaga  country,  ITl. 

Sandy  Hook,  latitude  and  longitude  of,  1T8. 

Snnhikans,  the,  115. 

Baugerties,  77. 

SawmUls  in  N.  Netherland,  5. 

Sohanectadyj  fort  at,  180;  ohurokwavdana 
of  the  Bpisoopal  church  at,  petition  for  a 
charter,  3B2;  the  ehartei-  for  the  chnrcb 
of,  granted,  STl  ;  Rev.  V/m.  Hamta 
eettlea  as  a  lawyer  at,  873;  the  Rev, 
Alex'r  Mumty  invited  to  be  minirter  of, 
383  ;  ehuroh.  of,  nearly  flniahed,  387  ; 
money  oDllootod  at  Tort  Stffnwix  for  the 
completien  of  the  Episoopal  ahniQh  at, 
399;  Rev.  Mr.  Murray  declines  to  take 
charge  of  the  Bpiseopol  ohnreh  at,  405, 


463;   gramms 


,    Andrei 


a  the  a 


lea' 


Eohool  opened  in 
of,  changed  into 
of  the  poorest  mii 

cburoh.   of,   493  ;   and   ia  succeeded  by 

the  Rev.   Mr.   Doty,    ib.;    the  ohuroh- 

wardens  of,  present  an  addieta  to  the  Soo. 

for  Prop,   the  gospel,  602;    Rev.  Wm. 

Payn  Episoopal  minister  of,  503;  the  mail 

sent  for  the  mat  time  ta,  1069. 
School,    free,    ai    Jobnetoivn,    list  of   the 

^holars  at  the,  416 ;  at  the  Mohank,  at 

Fort  Hunter,  417 ;  a  grammar,  opened  in 

Sehoneetady,  466. 
Sobonfs  bay,  L.  I.,  15,  28. 
Schuyler,  sheriff  Hariri,   letter  of,   to  Lt. 

Gov.  Golden,  informing  him  that  he  had 

iirested  several  persons  belonging  to  Now 

Hampshire,  5TS. 
,  Stephen,  report  of  his  scout  to  Eoutli 

hay,  279.        '      " 
Scott,  General,  (Jobn  Morin,)  candldato  for 

It.  Gov.  of  N,y.,  942. 
Scouts  bay.   (see  Schatifs  bay.) 
SooTil,  Eev,  James,  614, 
Seaspna  of  N.  Netherland,  3;  in  the  Prov. 

of  New  York,  influenced  by  the  settlement 


of  the  ( 


mtry,  1^ 


Secretary  of  the  province  of  New  York,  how 
appointed,  181. 

Senecas,  Lt.  (fov.  Clarke  endeavors  to  build 
afortin  tbecountryof  lh6,180;  strength 
of  the,  in  1770,  427;. have  several  sym- 
bols, 433. 

Septennial  act,  the  N.  Tork,  when  passed. 
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Sheriffa  of  tlie  provinos  of  N.  York,  whencB 

oommiiaioBea,  131. 
Shnckbntgh,  Dr.,  398. 
Silvester,  Mi.,  a  lawjar  at  Albanj,  373, 

Sime,   Cant.    Willinm,   report  of  bis  scout 

near  Lake  Scorgo,  208. 
Sinciook,  21). 
Six  NatJonB,  papers  relafai^  to  th.o  dviliia- 

tion  of  the,  289 ;  nrnnsrienl  atj-engtli  of 

tlie,  in  1770, 128.   (see  Indians;  Inglis.) 
^enosborough,   petildon  to    ereot,    ^uto   b, 

oonntv  town,  818 ;  .'nomes  of  tto  inliabit- 

ajita  of,  820. 
Smith,  Rov.  Ohrirlea  Jeffrey,  r 


to  riat  the  Mobaivli  ooant 
Dr.  Whoelodt  to  tten.  At 
jiosals  ftjv  sndowing  his  In 
four  traota  of  laud  on  tt 


lis  design 


.  the  Snaqnehiuina 
__. ._,  __.,..  New  yorlf  to  pre- 
p^e  for  liis  mission  to  the  Mabftnk  oinin- 
try,  330;  pvoposea  to  remove  Dr.  Whee- 
look'a  aehool  to  the  southern  goremnicnta, 
307. 
,  Itev.  Wni._,  D_-p,  letter  of  Sir  Wm. 

),  the  cupilal 


mentioned,  109,  408. 
Sodalborough,  petition 
of  Chariotle  County, 
774;  namiffl  of  the  inhnbitents  of,  820; 
Battlers  of,  ejected  hj   the   Bennington 

Society  for  the  promotion  of  the  arte  in  Nov 
York,  cironlac  of  the,  S!l4i  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson's  letter  to  the,  346,  348;  foi 
propagating  the  gospel.  Sir  Henry  Moore': 
answer  to  the  petition  of  the,  605 ;  order 
In  coundl  on  the  petition  of  the,  009. 

Soral,  Rev.  Mr.  Doty  performs  the  Episco- 
pal sereice  in  the  Catholic  chundi  of, 
493. 

South  bay,  Capt..  Putnam's  scout  to,  270. 

Spring,   a  mineral,    baoli  of   Solieneotady, 

StEmts,  Abraham,  arrives  at  the  Eaopus,  92. 

Stanwix,  fort,  memorial  of  Dr.  "Wheelook  to 
eommissionera  at  the  treaty  of,  3S3  \ 
MoBsrs.  Johnson  and  Avery,  N.  B.  Mis- 
^naiies  at,  request  that  the  Indians  may 
be  prevented  disposing  of  then'  landa,  391) ; 
papers  relatin"  to  the  erecUon  of,  521.. 

,   Son.,  instrnotions  of  Gen.  Al 

erombie  to,  relative  to  building  a  fort  at 
tho  Onoida  carying  place,  524. 


Storlte,  Bife-  Gen.,  complainetl  of  to  con- 
gress by  Gov.  Clinton,  973. 
Stjiten  I^and,  Indian  plantations  on,  laid 
waste  by  the  Dutch,  14.  (seefileftmojid,) 
«rling,  petiiaon  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
county  on  the  west  ade  of  ConneeUout 
rivertobecsUad,  578, 
Stilvrel,  Lieut.,  arrives  at  the  Eaopus,  47; 
accompanies  an    espcditioD   against  the 
Esopus  Indiajja,  53;  despatoned  to  sur- 
prise the  fort,  54;   accompauiea  another 
expedition  against  t)ie  Indians,  71;  re- 
turns to  i^e  Manhatons,  71. 
Stonearaby,  the  Lnthoi'an  minister  of,  and 
his    congregation    disposed    to  joiu   the 
Episcopal  ohnreh,  444,  445,  450,  455. 
Stonington,  olergy  of,  318,  310, 
"■.uort,   Hbv.   JohE,  424,   425;    arrives  at 
Port  Johnson,  138 ;  much  esteemed,  438, 
141,   444;  viats  New  York,  165;  men- 
tioBsd,  473;  somdamesvisitiCanajoharia, 
482 ;  vimts  tennsylvasia,  496 ;  memoir  of 
the,  606. 
SunTTESAHT,  Gov.,  who,  107 ;  his  obarao- 
ter,    108;  takes  sides  with  Kiaft,   100; 
condemns  Euyter  and  Melyn,  110. 
Snffolk  county,  census  of,  in  1738,  187; 
iiMnea  of  the  fCBeholdBia  of,  in  1738,  200. 
Snlphnr,  large  quantities  of,  in  the  Onon- 
daga country,  174. 
Sunderland,   names  of  the  inhabitants  of 

the  township  of,  586. 
Survejor-general  of  the  prerfnce  of  New 
York,  how  appointed-  181;  observations 
of,  on  the  attorney -general's  report  on 
the  east  bounds  of  the  province,  S4B. 
gusquehannah  river,  oourse  of  the,  173 ; 
some  of  the  New  England  people  propoae 
settling  on  the,  316;  the  Indiana  deolaie 
their  great  aversion  to  the  Hew  England 
aettlemeut  proposed,  on  the,  331;  Dr. 
lyheelook  proposes  that  fojiv  tnwn?Mps  be 
gran[ed  on  the,  for  his  Indian  school,  3?"  ■ 
lands.  Col 


imbly 


.  Dyer 
of  Conn 


Swaniickina,   ths  Dtilch  ao  called  by  the 

Indians,  101. 
Swartwont,  Roelof,  sheriff  at  the  Eaopus, 

66,  70,   76 ;  dismissed  from  his  office  of 

Swedes,   sottiament  of  the,   on  the  South 
Swits,  Claes  Comelis,  murdered  by  the  In- 


Taplin,  Jolin,  report  of  his  scout  near  South  i  Tekaghweangaraneghton,  a  mountain  wrat 

hay,  366.  of  Lake  Qeorga,  278. 

Taptandera,  11)3.  Ton  BroBck,  Hon.  A.,  letter  of  the,  trans- 

Teedyuscunp;,  Hev.  D.  ZisberEor  carries  a        mittinglJi  thopreaidentof  congress  areso- 
letter  to  Wywiiiis  f™™  Sir  Wm.  iohnaon        lution  of  tlie  comniittee  of  safety  of  Hew 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


york,  928;  repoil 


a,  933. 


)  of  the  pnblio 


Tcnondorogo,  374.  feeo  Ticomlcrogo.) 
TeebBjmentj   TSevt,  part  of   the^   trwiBlatcd 

into  the  Mobawk  toagUD,  ED6,  51)8. 
Emtoher,  Paitridges  reoommended  by  the 

derg;  of  Oonaecl^c;at  sa  the  Sxsk  governor 

of  the  New  Bampehire  granta,  61%. 
Ihay-en-de-nett-gii.  (see  Hran!.) 
ThorDiometer,  langea  of  the,  in  tie  Eroy. 

of  New  York,  175. 
Thodey,   Miolil,  report  of  hia  amitit  near 

Sentb  'hS'j  Hud  wood  ereek,  277. 
Thompson,  Berj't,  repoi't  of  his  seout  on 

l4il<e  George,  279. 
Throop,  Rev.  BenJ.,  319. 

TiandeiTogoe,  292. 

TianSrogo,  2B5j  270. 

Tiantirogii,  285.   (Bee  Ticonderaga.) 

Tioondei-oga,  reports  of  seontoto,  278,  281; 

Beiaedbythe  Green  Mountain  boys,  919. 

faea  AtianderagKe;  TUmderoge;  Tiaa- 

dwroque;  Tycoiderosne.) 
Tierandequat,  a  fort  proposed  to  be  built 

at,  IfiO. 
Tiond 


lionduroqne,  journal  of  a  party  sent  to  re- 
connoitre the  Erenah  enouuptneat  atj  260. 
Tijondarogft,  278. 
T^ondoroge,  the  distance  from  Crown  Point 


Trinity  church.  New  Yoi'k,  Jomea  Duane 
council  for,  1066;  property  of,  seized  and 
restored,  1077. 

TnrOK,  BoT-,  BeT.  Chnrlee  Inglis'  charoetec 
of,  158 ;  Ethan  Allen's  pnn  on  the  name 
of,  764;  addreafiaa  a  letter  to  the  people 
of  Bennington  remonstrating  s^ainst  their 
violent  conduct,  773 ;  luges  on  Lord 
Hlllsboro'  the  nooessity  of  a  speedy  set- 
tlement of  tlie  difbeulties  respecting  the 
New  Hajopsliire  gtanta,  797 ;  despatch 
ot,  to  Lord  Dartmouth  stating  the  im- 
practicability of  tlie  plan  reeommended  by, 
for  the  settlement  of  the  (lil&caitiBs  on  the 

tmed 


law  Hamcshire  riotei-s,  856;  p 
ion  of,  ofloiing  a  reward  for  t 

of  Ethan  Allan  and  other  lioterB,  an; 

called  to  England  to  give  information  re- 

speoting    the    diapntes    about    the    New 

Hampshire  enuits,  885. 
Tusoaxoi'a,   Edward   Johnson's   sohool   at, 

310 ;  stlengtli  in  1770,  ot  the  Indians  at, 

«7. 
Tivelre  men,  elected  by  the  Dutch,  reaolye 

on  war  against  tha  Indiajis,  9 ;  and  urge 

Birector  Kiaft  to  attiuik  Uie  Indians,  10. 
Tyoonderogucj  264. 


ClstBT  county,  census  of,  in  1738,  185; 
Dames  of  the  offioera  and  soldiers  of  the 
militia  of,  in  1738,  226;  etseq.;  obser- 
vations on  the  circumstances  and  condition 
of  the  people  of,  censured  by  the  house  of 
asBemblj  of  N,  Y.,  327. 


UnderMl!,  Sergeant  major,  employed  by 
the  Duteh  agMost  the  Indians,  15;  at- 
tacks the  Indiana  at  Hempstead,  L.  I., 
18 ;  proceeds  against  the  Indians  of  Weat- 
cheaier  county,  ib.,  17;  sent  to  Hemp- 
stead against  the  Indians,  105. 


Vaillant,  Eev.,  Era.,  de  Saeslia,  2i)3. 

Van  Baal,  Jan  Hendricksen,  91 . 

Van  Cortlandt,  Pierre,  president  of  the  Hew 
York  provindal  congress,  eomplains  that 
a  faction  in  the  N.  B.  part  of  the  statfi 
are  ooantenanced  in  their  designs  by  cer- 
tain members  of  congress,  941. 

Van  Oouwenhoven,  Liant  PieterWoIfertaen, 
proceeds  with  hia  company  to  the  Esopns, 
41  i  aceoropanies  an  eipadition  to  Red 
Hook  against  Indians,  ib. ;  goes  with  an 
eipedition  sgninst  tie  Bsopas  Indians, 
S3 ;  sent  t-o  surprise  the  fort,  54 ;  retuoia 
to  the  Manhattans,  57:  threatened  at 
tlie  BmiskmnBr-  by  tlic  IntUftnS,  63 ;  lir- 


3  to,   6 
>mpaiiiea  a 


o  the 
.    .       ,  .     ies  another  expe- 

dition against  the  Eaopus  Indians,  71; 
retnrna  to  the  Monhatans,  74;  brings 
some  Mai'seping  Indiana  to  the  Esopus, 
78;  returns  to  the  Hanbatans,  82;  con- 
cludes a  truce  with  the  JGscpus  Indians, 

Van  der  Donli,  Adriaen,  Ma  aceonnt  of  the 

heaver,  120. 
Van  derHyl.  (see  UiulerltilC.) 
Van  Dyck,  Eusi^  Kendrick,  nppointad  to 

lead  a  piir^  against  the  IndlziiS)  9;  m:- 


.Gooi^lc 


compimias    an    espeditloa     neainst    ihs 

WestoheeWr  iDaians,  IB. 
Van  Sedethorst,  M.,  Mrvant  of,  kiUed  by 

the  Indians,  102. 
Van  Eeneelaer,  patroon  of  Eenaelaerwyofe, 


Van  Tienhoven,  eecretaj:^,  ioformation  re- 
Bpeoting  tte  wild  lands  in  NewHetbetland 
Airnishod  hj,  25;  diaiva  up  a  petition 
asking  penniasion  t«  sttaok  the  Indians, 
102 ;  a,nt)ioti2es  an  attack  cm  the  Indians, 
103. 

Venus,  transit  of,  pceparatJons  in  Americs, 
to  observe  the,  407,  408. 

Vormont,  oontroTeray  between  New  York 
ajid  New  HEimpslnro  respecting  the  tem- 
tory,  now  the  state  of,  S29 ;  brief  oooaid- 
omtions  on  the  independence  of,  03S;  the 
name   of  the  state  of  New  Oonneetiont 


if  safety  on  heating 


the  continental  congrera  disoonnte- 
la  tlie  prcijeets  of,  U44 ; .  application 
5  be  acknowledged  by  congteas  dis- 
d,  fllS  1  the  Bfivci'al  tomis  in  Cum- 
Lid  county  apply  to  Gov.  Clinton  for 


nnwillb^  ti 


Stoteetion  agoinat  the  ptetonded  state  of, 
57;  paiticnlara  of  the  oppreasions  they 
endnre  from,  958,  et  seg.;  the  state  of, 
orders  the  arrest  of  sundry  ofEaers  of  Cam- 
bsrland  coimty,  S63',  a  committee  of 
conirtess  sent  k>,  968 ;  names  of  the  com- 

;  to  be  under  New  York,  Ts 
ia  to  be  enbject  to  Great  Britain, 
980 ;  is  wiihng  to  submit  the  differences 
with  New  York  to  ooi^resa,  931  (  attempt 
to  annex  Washington  county  and  parts  of 
Kensselaer  and  &iratoga  to,  lOOi;  several 
persona  arrested  for  adheiing  to,  1006; 
New  York  resolves  to  provide  for  the 
sufferers  under,  1016 ;  list  of  the  BuffBrara 
under  lOlT,  1022 ;  tracts  of  land  granted 
to  the  sufferers  under,  1018;  settlement 
of  the  diffienlljea  between  New  York  and, 
1023;  distribution  of  the  $30,000  paid  to 
New  York  by,  1024;  list  of  works  to  be 
oonsult«d  on  the  difEculties  with,  1025. 

Tinea  grow  wiW  in  Hew  Hetherland,  116. 

Virginia,  Rer.  David  Griffith  elected  bishop 
of,  440 ;  legal  provision  for  the  clergy  of, 
495 ;  mode  of  presentation  to  the  churches 
of,  496. 

Vriasland,  Got.  StnyTeaent  ori^nally  fiDm, 


Waldensea  sent  to  New  Nethorland,  131 , 

WallkiU,  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  militia  of,  in  1738,  232, 

■Wallumsoliaok  patent,  James  Breakenridge 
and  others  ordered  to  be  arrested  for  ob- 
structing the  division  of  the,  616,661; 
affidavit  of  Breakenridge  and  Robinson 
eiplainin"  their  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
617 ;  furuier  riot ,  and  opposition  to  the 
civil  authority  at,  724,  732,  et  scg. 

■Wampum,  28,  123 ;  belts  of,  used  as  records 
of  pDblic  transBjdaona  by  the  Indians,  434. 

■ffappenefl,  the,  102. 

Wappineers,  ttie,  pluTider  a  hoat  coming 
from  Fort  Orange,  12;  some  of  the,  Mlled 
in  an  attack  on  the  Westchester  Indians, 
IT;  Bid  ibt  Diopus  Indians,  46;  co-ope- 
rate with  the  Esopus  Indians,  63;  ft 
sachem  of  the,  visits  Wildwyck,  BO;  and 
piDmiaea  to  procure  the  release  of  the 
christians  in  the  handa  of  the    Esopus 


Indiai 


,  93. 


Warner,  Seth,  .         .  , 

729 ;  mentioned,  848,  8fiO ;  appointed  Lt. 
Col.  of  the  Green  Mountain  hoys,  by  the 
New  York  provincial  oongresa,  920;  at- 
tends a  eonvonlaon  at  Dorset  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  the  New  HampAlre 
grants  inta  a  separate  district,  92 1 ;  re- 


Yoi-k,  924; 


independent  of  New 
'  '  g  a  regiment, 
York    protests 
continental  oongreBi  appoint- 


fcfflmenti 
ma  in 


ing,  colonel  of  a  rei^ment  to  be  raised  in 
its  territory,  926,  928;  and  demands  the 
recall  of  the  commission  to,  929 ;  reesona 
of  congress  for  forming  tie  corps  com- 
manded by,  94&. 
^,_  n_.._  . 1H™J/'^""  """ 


Warren,  Sir  Peti 


f  youth 


;  Nati 


of,  4 


lington.  Col.,  reported  t^  be  snTrcundcd 
by  the  French  and  Indians  at  Winchester, 

by  Gov.  Cllntcn  of  the  ontiage  committed 
on  the  friends  of  New  York  by  the  pre- 
tended atat©  of  Veirnont;  97&;  further 
menlHon  of,  1075,  1078,  lOEl. 

connty,  sundry  towns  of,  agree  to 

■    --■     -'■-",  again 

,  1009, 


1010. 


}  on  Lake  Champlaln,  i 


Water  fowls  of  New  Netherland,  12S. 

Watkins,  Rev.  Heiekich,  publiaheB  obser- 
valions  on  the  circnmBtances  Ac,  of  the 
people  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  for  which  he 
ra  arrested  and  reprimanded  by  the  house 
ofBBsemlilyofN.  T.,  327, 

Webb,  Gen.,  burns  Fort  Craven,  525. 

Wellsj  Jndge  Samnsl,   oomplaiat  agidiift, 


;dOvGoO»^IC 


62!,  et  seq.j  report  on  the  complaint 
agatust,  61Ii;  informs  tha  Sitloroef-gen- 
wil  of  Hew  York  tLat  the  governot  of 
New  Hampshiie  bos  uujihai'izod  an  expla- 
in of  tbe  head  unbars  of  the  CcmDec- 


outrl 


:,  721. 


Bemdiig,  ofletB  Dr. 
Wheelook  a  tinot  of  land  in  the  westeni 
pHfb  of  New  H^npshire  for  sol  Irtdian 
Bohool,  824;  notifies  Sor.  Clinlon  that 
hfl  ia  authorifled  to  grant  lauds  within  bis 
government,  and  tiwisinite  a  desoription 
of  Sew  Hampehive  bouads,  531 ;  ia  in- 
formed that  Haw  York  is  bound&i  eaat- 
irard  by  the  Cotineotjout  river,  633 ;  iaanes 
a  patent  for  the  township  of  Bemiington 
ib. ;  wishes  to  be  iofotmed  why  Oonnead 
cnt  and  MaSBaohnsettB  olaim  so  far  west 
WEird,  and  promises  to  deuat  from  making 
anv  further  Eronts  that  may  interfere 
-^"-  ''—_■"--■:,  63_4;^dc '■  ■ 

he  Dotitie 

to  e:cofan|:e  repreeentatdans', 
1  is  agreed  to  by,  63f;  the 
board  of  trade  cutomunieate  to  the  agent 
of  the  provinoe  of  New  York  the  proposal 
to  run  a  line  between  New  York  and. 
New  Hampshire  sent  by   648  ■  els 


lam  ti       'Bert- 


>  th     D  k       f   y    k 


rag 

g    th      gra  t 

der 

H  mpah 

proceed 

h    their 

E    th       Oo 

eot  ut 

pi  m 

toth    G 

f  New 

that    h 

ff     f     yb 

had 

d         ra 

f  th    mh  b  tao 

f  the 

fp  Wl    1 

b1 

him    If 

ship  west  of  OonnectiDUt  river,  602,  603. 

,  tlov.  John,  oomi^ains  to  Lt.  Gov. 

Colden  of  Judge  Wells,  621;  memorial 
of,  CM;  report  of  the  comnrittee  of  the 
couudi  on  the  aomplaints  of,  M6;  the 
Gov.  of  New  York  writes  to,  respecting 
his  BE  parte  exploralion  of  the  Coimeoti- 
cnt  river,  and  remonBtratiog  BgMnst  ihe 
diaofderly  hehavionr  of  Uie  grantees  nnder 

Now  Hampshire,  731;  an '    ■" ' 

unaatisfaotory,   743;   deol 
Gov.  Tryon'E  proclamation,  7S5; 
to  Gov.  Tiyon  for  a  grant  of  land 
B.  Wentworth,  169. 


i^ainst  tha  Indifins  of,  16  ■,  description  of 
the  wild  lands  in,  20;  Catherine  Harrison 
of,  compMnad  of  for  witchcraft,  1S6. 

■Western  Hew  York,  soil  of,  aimilar  to  that 
of  the  Mohawk  country,  175. 

West  India  company,  the,  eraoia  forts  in  S. 

_NetheriBnd,  3. 

es  of  those  in, 


led  to 


New  Hampshire,   676;   parWoulars  ef 


003,  904,  et  aeq.;  sereral  of  tho 
.mpshire  grants  declare  themaelvaa 
lent  of  Kew  York  at,  930 ;  the 
lou  held  at,  for  declaring  the  New 
are  grants  an  independent  state, 
.oly  attended,  032,  936 ;  pcooeed- 

'^  II.,    biographical  memoir   of, 

„^, , ..  of,  to  the  Kev.  Dr.  Barolay 

reapeeting  tha  printing  of  the  Indian 
prajer-book,  326,  334;  interrupted  ,  in 
printing  the  Indian  prayer-book,  340; 
tranamita  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  remfuning 
portion  of  Dr.  Banilay'a  MB.  of  the  Indiaa 


prayer  book  for 
mends  Rev    Mi 


menus  Aer    Mr-  Ogilvie  to  superintend 
the  pnnbng  of  the  Indian  prayer-book, 
394    deceased  384. 
ffhartonj  Samuel,  biographical  notice  of, 

ffheelock  Rev  Elaaaet,  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
approves  his  design  of  educating  Indian 
boys  305  the  taootchcommisMoners  make 
arrangements  for  the  education  of  some 
Indian  children  by,  SOfi ;  proposes  to  Sir 
Wm.  Johnson  to  remove  his  Indian  aehool 
near  him,  313,  316;  memorialiaea  for  ti 
grant  of  Sir  Peter  Wai-ren'a  legOBy,  314; 
S  opposed  by  the  Scotch  eommlssioners  at 


.        ,       ,       s  Sir  M 

to  writfl  to  Gov.  Bernard  in  favor  of  bis 
Bchool,  316;  letter  of  oertiun  clergy  in 
favor  of  the  Indian  sobool  of,  317;  Sir 
Wm.  Jolvnson  is  of  opinion  that  tha 
Indians  will  not  improve  so  muoh  in 
schools  erected  amone  them  as  at  tha 
school  of,  320;  the  iDdians  averse  to  the 
settlainent  on  the  Susquehanna  river  pro- 
posed by  the,  321 ;  is  offered  a  traot  of 
land  in  Mew  Hampshire  or  in  Massachu- 
setts for  his  Indian  school,  324;  latter  of, 
to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  oommunioating  Mr. 
J.  0.  Smith's  plan  for  ihe  christianiaing 
the  Indians,  322;  proposes  to  Gen.  Am- 
herst the  propriety  of  endowing  his  Indian 
school  with  four  townships  on  the  Sua- 
quebanna  river,  828 ;  is  rrferred  to  Eng- 
land, 332;  applies  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
for  more  Indian  scholara,  343 ;  thanks  Sir 
Wm.  Johnson  for  his  kindness  to  Mr. 
Kittland,  350;  the  Counteas  of  Hnntiog- 
ton  expresses  mnch  Interest  for  the  Indian 
Bohool  of,  351  ;  addreaa  of,  to  the  Mo- 
hawk, Oneida  and  other  Indians,  352; 
intends  to  send  Occom  to  England  to 
obt[dn  aaHstanoe  for  his  Indian  school, 
SST.  wriiM  SirWm.  Johnson  m  behalf 
■";  tha 


irragansett  Indiana, 


mayor  of  Albany  expreasea  himself  in 
favor  of  the  plan  of,  tor  christianising  the 
Indians,  364;  consults  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 

corporation  of  Albany  endeavor  to  iiidnoe 
him  to  remove  his  Indian  school  thither, 
377;  disclalma  all  intention  ofrefleoting 


arabia,  to  New  Hampshire, 


MBiGooi^le 


MBiGooi^le 


